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bh N Jan. 173% was publifbed in the Gen- 
Zee tleman’s Magazine, a letter from one 
seg who fubjcribed himself Marcus ; endea- 

AG) vouring to prove dipping eéffential to 
Baptifm. Jz April following, an an- 
Jwer thereto was publifbed by another who 
Jubferibed bimfelf J.L. He endeavoured 
to prove dipping, not effential to Baptifm. Ode part of the 
controver|y turning upon a citation, taken by the firft from 
me*, I thought it proper in the fame way to reply, and 
accordingly in Auguft enfuing wrote a letter to Mr. Urban, 
the fuppofed author, and direéied the fame to Mr, Cave the 
printer of the faid Magazine. But no notice having yet 
been taken thareof, I hall oblige my readers therewith in 
this place. 

Marcus having taken notice of the exprefs telimony of 
Luther, fLewing dipping fo be the proper baptifm, adds, 
© + A late author from whom the laft authority 1s taken, tells 
© us from Bugenhagius Pomeranus, That he was defrred 
© to be a witnefs of a baptiim at Hamburgh ix the year 
© 15293 that when be faw the minifter only {prinkle the 
* infant, be was furprized: in a general affembly, there- 
« fore, of all the minifters of the word, be did ask of a 


‘ cere 
* Eng. Bapt. Vol. I. Pref. p. 22. + Gent. Mag. Vol. IX. p. 11. 


To the READER. 


<< certain minifter, John Fritz, who was fometime minis 
« fer of Lubec, how baptifm was adminiftred at Lubec, 
< who pioufly and gravely replied, that they were baptized 
© naked, after the fame’ fafbion as im Germany 5 but how 
this peculiar cuftom had crept into Hamburgh he was ig- 
norant. Alt length they did agree, that the judgment of 

Luther, and the divines of Wittemberg /hould be de- 
manded about the point ; which being done, Luther did 
write back to Hamburgh, shat this {prinkling was an 
abufe which they cught to remove. Thus plunging of in- 
fants was reftored at Hamburgh. 

J. L. in anfwer to this, fays thus: *« The ftory told 
of the learned John Bugenhagius Pomeranus, J don’t 
© fee any foundation for. Your correfpondent’s late author 
© does not give us fo much as the title of the German book 
© to which be refers. 

The reply I made to this, was in a letter to Mr. Urban 
as follows, viz. 
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Mr. Urban, 


In the controverfy between your ingenious correfpondents, 
about the mode of Baptifm, I find, that what is cited from 
me by the one, refpeciing the teftimony of Bugenhagius ; tbe 
other can fee no foundation for ; becaufe the title of the Ger- 
man Look referred to, 1s not mentioned. And to corroborate 
his dimfghtednefs, adds, + ‘ Nor do Adams or Seeken- 
* dorf, fo far as ashe could fee, fay any thing of it, though 
< one wrote bis life, and the other fays a great many things 
© of him? Poor reafoning! Who ever wrote the life of a 
man, that contained even every material aét thereof. And 
what difficulty could attend the fearch after a book, when the 
year in which it was publifbed, is mentioned, though the title 
is not? It cannot be fuppofed that the authcr wrote many 
books in the fame year. 
ve This 

WiIbspiryg.e t Gent. Mag. Volo. p, 113, 


To the READER. 


This late author, fays Mr. Lewis, (I foould have faid 
I. L. but fince it is out, let it go, at moft, it canbe deemed 
but a miftake) \\< feems quite miftaken in faying Bugenhagius 
< fucceeded Luther in the minifiry at Wittemberg.? 
Adams fays, ‘ fuffectus eft in locum Simonis Benkii, 
* alias Henfir. J7’s not at all probable, that Bugenhagius 
* fhould neither have beard or feen, a minifter fprinkle or 
© pour water on the head or face of an infant wrapped in 
* fwaddling clothes. Nor does this late author’s ingenious 
© fuppofition, that he meant among proteftants, mend 
‘ the matter, as if the proteftants of that time did no fuch 
< thing. All that this proves is, the misfortune of our 
© imagining, we are wifer or more knowing than any body 
< elle. Ibis I think is enough to foew that it is a novel 
< and groundle[s opinion, that dipping is of the effence of 
© chriftian baptifn. 

Thus the Rev. Mr. John Lewis of Margate, in his biftory 
of the Englith Anabaptifts, as be fiiles them, after the reci- 
tal of the mad rebellion of a frantick people in Germany, 
fas, * * This is fufficient to foew, that infant baptifm had 
© been the cuftom and prattice of all the chriftian churches 
< from the very beginning? And 1.1. bas found enough to 
foew, That it is a novel and groundlefs opinion, that dip- 
ing is of the effence of chrifiian baptilm. Great difcove- 
vies! But to juptify my own citation. I am not convinced 
of any miftake at all by 1.L?s, I had almoft faid Mr. Lewis’s 
veasoning, they are fo much alike. For according to Adams, 
if Bugenhagius did fucceed Henfius in Denmark, shat is 
not a proof that he did not fucceed Luther at Wittembere, 
with whom he was a fellow in the minifiry, as appears by 
the article Hofman, im Mr. Bayle’s Crit. and Hitt. Dict. 
And the learned Dr. Duveil expre/ly affirms, + that be was 
both a fellow and fuccefor in the minifiry of Luther at 
Wittemberg. 


Sup- 
Ib. p. 114 * P. 37. fF Expofit. Ads. p. 286 


To tte READER. 


Suppofing then, not granting a miftake, bow does the fatt 
related appear not at all probable? They are according ta 
Duveil, Bugenhagius’s own words, and both Thuanus 
and Zanchy witne/s, that he was avery moderate, learned, 
and pious man, and confequently as much, if not more to be 
credited than J. L. who, though he has faid nothing to the 
purpofe, yet tells us, be has faid enough to foew, that dipp- 
ing, as an effence of chriftian baptilm, is @ novel and 
groundle[s opinion ; which gives him a fair title. to the fole 
property of the misfortune be mentions ; inafmuch as I ap- 
pealed to thofe who were wifer and more knowing than my- 
feif, telling them in my preface to the reader, vol. I. That 
I foould hold myfelf obliged to them, who fhould be pleafed to 
veprefent my miftakes, promifing to amend them. 

It does not belong to my province to enter the lifts with 
gentlemen, who are pleafed to controvert the mode or fub- 
ject of baptifm. TL fball in the preface to my next volume, 
[ i. e. the prefent vol. | foew, that both the privciples and 
prattice of the Englifh Baptifts are juftified, even by the 
moft learned of the pedobaptifts themfelves, and but juft ob- 
Serve bere, That both Scapula and Stephens, two as great 
mafters of the Greek tengue as moft we have, do tell us in 
their Lexicons, that BatlCo from Bar'le, fignifies mergo, 
immergo, €8c. And Mr. Leigh, in bis Critica Sacra, 
fays, the native and proper fignification of the word, is to 
dip into tke water, &c. And alfo fays, fome would have it 
Signify washing ; which fenfe Eraimus oppofed, affirming, 
that it was ot otherwife fo, than by confequence, for the 
proper fignification was fuch a dipping or plunging as dy- 
ers ufe for dying of cloth. The learned and pious Mr. Jo- 
feph Mede affirms, There was no fuch thing as {prink- 
ling or rantifm u/ed in baptifm, in the apoftles days, nor 
many ages after. He had fpoken more properly, if he bad 
faid, there was no rantifm ufed in the apoftles days, but 
baptifm ; fizce be well knew, they are two diftinét different 

ais. 


To the READER. 


ets. It cannot be baptifm at ail, if it be only rantifm 
immerfion or dipping being the very thing, not an acci- 


dent, but an effential, fo abfolutely neceffary, that it cannot 
be the att or ordinance without it. Therefore dipping is 
effential to baptifm. 


Your humble fervant, 


THO. CROSBY. 


The 
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xe9| LO’ many of the English 
vée| Baptifis, men of great 
learning, prudence, and 
piety, have wrote fo fully 
in vindication of Believers 
baptifm, in oppolition to 
that of Infants, and fufficiently juftified, 
both from fcripture and antiquicy, their 
principles and practice; yet many, whom 
they cannot but acknowledge, and mutt 
efteerh to be men of piety, and true 
chriftians, retain an averfion, not only to 
their practice, but alfo to their perfons, 
and are too ready to ridicule both. Bue 
as the Rev. Mr. David Rees, very juftly 
obferves, ‘ The wider any people TEMOVE Inf Bapt. no 
‘ from papal errors, or any other inno-Jifitut. of 
‘ yationis crept into the chriftian church, Chri. Pr2’ 
and thé neater they approach to the 
ftaidard of naked truth; by fo much 
the more they expofe themfeives, to the 
a. § gnvidions 
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Conceffions of 
the Pzedo-bap- 
tilts in favour 


of the Baptifs. 
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invidious cenfures of their neighbours ; 
efpecially, whilft thofe neighbours un- 
happily continue fettered with the long 
received cuftom of their anceftors. ‘The 
{tate of the proteftant diffenters in gene- 
ral, fays he, may exemplify the truth 
of this. And hence it comes to pafs in 
particular, that tho’ we, who afiert a= 
dult baptifm, differ in nothing elle ma= 
terial, from our proteffant brethren, of 
other communities in this nation, ex- 
cepting in the point of bapti/im; yet for 
our attempting, confcientioufly to re- 
ftore this tingle ordinance to its original 
purity; we have been, and it feems 
muft continue to be, asa /e# every where 
‘ /poken againft. "Vhis treatment, is fome- 
what the more remarkable becaufe 
it is fo well known, that the principle 
whereupon we differ from others, is fo 
evidently fupported by fcripture, that 
our very adverfaries often confefs it, and 
themfelves are not able to produce any 
thing like the fhape of a fair argument 
againgt it.’ 

I fhall therefore here give the reader a 
view of the feveral conceilions, that have 
been made by the clergy of the church 
of England, and other Pedobaptifts, to 
thofe who deny the rite of isfant-baptifm, 
and adminifter that ordinance only by 
immer ion. 

How far the church of England agrees 
with us in this point, will be manifeft 
from the Queftion thereupon, and the 
an{wer thereto, in her Catechifm. 

9). What 
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@. What is required of perfons to bé 
baptized ° 

A. Repentance, whereby they forfake 
fin, and faith, whereby they ftedfaftly.be- 
lieve the promifes of God made to them 
in that facrament. 

But before I come to particulars, per=-The Scripture a 
mit me to obferve; That there is nothing P1/e4 Kuk of 

. ery: Faith and 

more readily, and more univerfally allowed pa. 
by proteffants, than that the holy ferip- 
tures are a perfe rule of the chriftian’s 
faith and pradice. By this weapon, they 
have often vanquithed their popi/b adver- 
faries, and theretore have greatly triumph- 
ed init. But in difputes among them- 
felves they have been either afhamed, or 
afraid te produce it; or elfe, have fo un- 
skiltully managed it, as to wound the 
very caufe they defigned to defend by it. 
If any weight may be given to the dig- 
nity of the Perfuns who have afferted this 
truth; not only reverend prelates, and 
eminent profeffors and paftors of the re- 
formed churches, but Kings and_ noble- 
men alfo, have declared themfelves to be 
of this judgment. 

That excellent determination of king Prote?. Recon- 
Fames \. {ays Dr. Whitby,.is worthy to be. Preface. 
had.in perpetual remembrance, viz. * His x. James /. 
« Majetty thinketh, that for concord there 4is Tefimeny. 
‘ is no nearer way, than diligently to fe- 

‘ parate things seceffary from the unnece/~ 
© fary, and to beftow all our labour that 
‘we may agree in the things seceffary, 
and that in things uavece//ary, there may 
“ be chriftian liberty allowed. Now his 

a2 © Majefty 


K. Charles J. 
bis Teftimeny. 


Certamen Re- 
higiofum, p. 
119. 


Ibid. p. 116. 


Tord Faulk- 
Jand’s Teffi- 

mony, 

Dr. Whitby 
Prot. Recon. 

Pref. pars, 
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© Majetty calls thofe things fimply zece= 
‘ fary, which the Word of God expreily 
<“commandeth, to be believed or done. 
© N. B. Or which the ancient church did 
© gather from the word of God, by nt- 
‘ ceflary confequence: but thofe things 
¢ which by the conftitution of men, with=- 
© out.the word of God, tho’ pioufly, and 
* prudently introduced, his Majefty con- 
‘ ceives, they may be changed, mollified, 
© antiquated.’ 

More plain and full to the purpofe was 
King Charles I. who in his conference 
with the popi/h Marquils of Worcefter, in 
Ragland caftle anno 1646, fays, ‘ That 
‘ the /cripture is the rule, by which all 
‘ differences may be compofed. Itis the 
‘ light, wherein we muft walk; the food 
‘ of our fouls; an antidote that expelleth 
any infection ; the only {word that kills 
‘the enemy; the only plaifter that can 
‘ cure our wounds; the only documents 
‘ to attain to eternal life.’ 

Again, § That the evidences which are 
in /cripture cannot be manifefted, but out 
of the fame /cripture. 

- The learned and judicious Lord Faulk- 
land, in his reply to Vbite’s anfwer to his 
difcourfe of infallibility, fpeaks thus, ¢ I 
am confident, that all who receive the 
‘ cripture for the only rule, and believe 
‘ what is there plain to be only neceffary, 
‘ would (if they truly believed what they 
profefled, and were not led afide, either 
by prejudice, or following the authority 
of fome perfons, either alive or dead, 
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“ by them much efteemed) foon agree in 
* as much as is wecefJary, and in concluding 
“no neceflity of agreeing in more, there 
* being no doubt, but it would foon ap- 
* pear plainly what is plain.’ 

The moft reverend and learned Bithop 3p. Taylors 
Taylor fays, ‘ Chrif- only is our Law-giver, 17- 
and what he faid, was to laft for ever. 

In alJ things which he faid not,the apoftles 
could not be lawgivers. They had noDzé&. Dubit. 
fuch authority: and theretore whatfo-®- 12. § 9. 
ever they ordered, by their own wif- 
dom, was to abide as long as the reafon 
did abide, but {till with the fame liberty 
with which they appointed it; for of 
all men in the world, they would leaft 
put a fare upon the difciples, or tye 
fetters upon chriftian liberty. And Prot. Recon, 
oh, that in this cafe, fays Dr. Whitby,P- 214- 
their fucceflors would be pleafed to imi- 
tate them. 
The reverend and learned Dr. Sti/ling-Dr. Stilling- 
fret, in his preface to his “frenicum, among Meets Tyti- 
many arguments, to exhort chriftians, to”””? 
purfue the things that make for peace, 
ufeth this: ‘ The grand commiflion, the Prot. Recon. 
apofiles were {ent out with, was only toP- 237- 
teach what Chri/t had commanded them : 
- not the leaft intimation of any power 
given them to impofe, or require any 
thing, beyond what he himfelf had 
fpoken to them, or they were directed 
to, by the immediate guidance of the 
fpirit of God.’ 


i ot i on on ofl ott Ul ot ot Te oe of 


w“~ 


nr A KF AO BR A A 


ans To 


Dr. Harris’s 
Ieftimony. 
Serm p- 31. 


Dr. Wright's 
Teftimony. 


Mr. Barker's 
Teftimany, 
p.7, 8. 


The PREFACE. 
To the fame purpofe could I proceed, 


in citing a multitude from the reverend 
‘clergy ; fo likewife from the ntoft eminent. 
of the diffenting minifters. But I fhall 
only add a few teftimonies of fome of our 
modern difienting minifters,and begin with 
them, taken from their fermons, preached 
at Salters-ball, in the Year 1735, againit 
popery. 

_ Dr. Harris in a few words, but very 
full to the purpofe, declares thus, ‘ We 
¢ 


¢ 
¢ 


acknowledge nothing as an authoritative 
rule of faith, but the /criptures, the great 
charter of the chriftian church.’ 
Dr. Wright fays, ‘ A church built upon 
unfcriptural traditions, yea, upon anti- 
{criptural traditions is a building of men, 
raifed by the help and inftigation of the 
god of this world; a kingdom fet up 
to overthrow the great detign of the 
gofpel, and in direct oppotition to our 
faviour's declaration, that bis kingdom is 
not of this world.’ And again, ‘ For 
if it be our duty to ftand taft to the 
things delivered by the apo/tles, and to 
hold to their epittles; then it is our 
duty to reject things that are evidently 
contrary to their epiftles, and to doc= 
trines, and precepts fet down in their 
writings. 
Mr. Barker exprefies himfelf thus; 
Chriftianity ts plain and fimple, and no 
impure mixtures are to be made or al- 
lowed with it; no Fewi/b obfervances, 
no human inventions, no old or new 
traditions. To this fingly, without 
* addition 
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addition or alteration, fhould chriftians 
ftick and adhere, keeping to the truth 
as it is in “Fefus, and preferving the 
fimplicity of the gofpel ; not mingling 
it with any thing, that ts falfe and fo- 
‘reign to it ; not concealing any part of 
it, or mixing any falfhood with it, or 
wrefting or perverting the true fenfe or 
meaning of it, to ferve our own ends, 
the lufts of others, or any worldly pur- 
ofes whatfoever.’ 
Mr, Chandler fays; ‘ We have no full Mr. Chand- 
and certain account of the dodétrines|!e’s 7 /timory. 
taught by Cbriff, and his apoffles, but? *3- 
from the records of the new teftament 5 
and as thefe contain the whole revelati- 
on of the gofpel, all that we are to be- 
lieve and practife as Chriftians, ’tis an 
undeniable confequence, that we can no 
otherwife demonftrate, our fubjection 
and fidelity to Chri/t, as lord, and law- 
giver in his church, than by our care 
in acquainting ourfelves with the facred 
records of truth, and religioufly adhe- 
ring to them, as the only rule and ftan- 
dard of our faith and worfbip. 
Dr. Hughes very juftly obferves; ¢ That Dr. Hughes's 
in all our difquifitions about religion, 7/7”: 
we are to confider the blefled God, as? *** 
the refor of the world, who has an un- 
' queftionable right to prefcribe laws to 
his rational creatures. Thefe laws fuf- 
fictently notified we are bound to obey 
accordingly. God has revealed his 
mind to man in the facred /criptures, 
thofe ftanding oracles of our holy reli- 

a4 * gion. 


Mr. Neal’s 
Teftimony. 


Berry-flreet 
Sermons, 


p- 38. 


Mat. xv. 9 


Agts xx. 26, 
27- 


an RR OR RR RRR RRR RRR 


The PREF AC E. 

gion. Whatever inftitutions we meet 
with there, as appointed by God, we 
are religioufly to comply with ; what- 
ever clic is appointed by others, if it 
have no foundation in the word of God, 
we are fo far from being obliged to the 
practice of it, that in honour to God, 
we ought to proteft againft it, as a bold 
ufurpation of the divine authority.’ 

I cannot omit the teftimony of the 


reverend Mr. Neale; tho’ he has fhewn 
himfelf no Friend to the Exgli/bh Baptifis, 
by his invidious reprefentation of them, 
in his late Hiftery of the Puritans. Yet 
when he fpeaks trurh it ought not to be 
buried in oblivion; and therefore I fhall 
join him with his brethren, as a witnefs 


¢ 


% 


in this behalf! For he fays, ‘ By the 


{ufficiency of the holy {criptures, we 
mean, that they contain all things ze- 
ceffary to be believed and-pradifed. The 
law of Mofés was fo compleat a directi- 
on of the faith and obedience of the 
ews, that the addition of the /cribes 
and porifées, were both ufeleis’ and 
vain; and are condemned as fuch by 
ourfaviour. In like manner, the writings 
of the sew teflament, are a perfect flanr 
Gard to us chriftians; for all things, that 
our blefled Lord heard of his father, 
he made known tohis apo/tles, and the 
apofiles made them known to the 
churches. I take you to record, that I 
have not fbuined to declare to you the 
whole counjel of God; which counfel ree 
mains for our fervice, in the books of 

© the 
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the sew teftament. And without all 
doubt, the curfes denounced againft 
thofe, who add to, or take from the 
prophecy of the book of thé revelati- 
ons, were defigned as an awful guard 
upon all the infpired writings. Tf any 
man fhall add to thefe things, Ged fhall 
add to him the plagues that are written in 
this book: And if any man shail take 
way from the words of this prophecy, 
God fhall take away bis part out of the 
the book of life, and out of the holy city, 
and from the things that are written in 
this book. Methinks, fays he, fuch a 
fclemn threatning fhould ftrike terror 
into the hearts of thofe, who pretend to 
fupply the defects of revelation, by their 
unwritten traditions’ Again, in the 
practical remarks upon his difcourfe, he 

jays, ‘ Hence we may learn, that the re-p. 43. 
£ ligion of a chriftian fhould be his bible; 
‘ becaufe it contains the whole revealed 
will of God, and isa perfec? rule of faith 
and praGice. “Tis allo, fays he, a more 
fure word of prophecy, or a more in- 
fallible guide, than the unwritten tra- 
ditions of men. Again, in judging of 
controverlies among chriftians, fays he, 
Tet us not be carried away by the au- 
thority of great names, or the numbers 
of them, that are on one. fide; but 
keep clofe to the fcriptures. If our fiutt 
reformers, had acquiefced in the au- 
thority of the church, we had been in 
popife darknefs unto this day: but they 
fearched the /criptures, and Soa 
Sethe 
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the received doétrines of the church 
with the word of God. Let us follow 
their example —— Councils, and fathers, 
and /ynods, may be miftaken in their 
decrees, but the word of God is infal- 
lible; here we are fafe, and no where 
eHe.’ 


The reverend Dr. Watts in his Mi/cel- 


Janeous Thoughts, thus exprefies himielf ; 


¢ 
¢ 
é 
‘ 
c 
é 
ra 
(4 
r 
« 
(4 
é 
é 
€ 


ey a ee OO US 


If I were an dolater, and would build 
atemple for the /uv, I thould make the 
whole fabrick to contift of glafs; the 
walls and roof of it fhould be all over 
tran{parent, and it fhould need no other 
windows. ‘Thus I might every where 
behold the glory of the God that [ 
worfhip, and feel his heat, and rejoice 
im his light, and partake of the vital 
influences of that illuftrious ftar, in every 
part of his temple. But may not this 
happinefs be obtained without forfaking 


the true GOD, or falling off to ido- 


latry ° 
“ Surely, fays he, the bleffed ordi- 
nances of chriftianity, are thus contrived 
and defigned. Such are Baptif, and 
the Lord’s-/upper, preaching, praying, 
and pfalmody. Thefe inftitutions of 
worfhip are chofen and appointed with 
fuch divine wifdom, that they repre- 
fent to us, the glory of the feveral per- 
teétions of our GOD in his works of 
nature and grace; and tranfmit the 
beams of his power and love, to enliven 
and to comfort our dark and drooping 
* {pirits 
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{pirits —- But to carry the fimilitude 
yet further : 

“ Suppofe, fays he, when I had finifh- 
ed this heathen temple, and basked 
there with pleafure, under the rays of 
my bright idol, fome fanciful and in- 
genious painter, fhould attempt to cover 
the building all round with his own or- 
naments : how would this feclude 
the fan's beft influences, and fhut this 
idol deity out of his own temple? Nay, 
tho’ the image of the fav fhould be 
drawn there tev thoufand times over, in 
lines of gold, with a pretence to repre- 
fent-him in all his wond’rous effects ; 
yet every line will forbid the entrance 
of a fun-beam, and the worfhipper 
within, muft dwell in twilight, or per- 
haps adore in darknefs —— Such, fays 
he, are the rites and ceremonies of bu- 
man wifdom, when they are contrived 
as ornaments to divine worfhip. <A 
facred inftitution, mingled with the de- 
vices of men, is in.truth nothing elfe, 
but glafs darkened with the colours of 
a painter, laid thick upon it. So 
far, as ornaments prevail above the 
{imple ordinance, they prevent all the 
kind influences of his power and grace ; 
for he vouchfafes to tranfmit thefe, no 
other way, but thro’ his own inftituti- 
ons.’ 

O excellent inftruétors ! We will hear 


them, tho’ we dare not do after their 
works, in the point of baptifm; and 


cleave 


or 
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cleave to the holy /criptures only, as our 
rule, both ot faith and practice. 

Now in a ftriét and proper fence, a 
rule is a meafure, whereby we try mate- 
rial things; in order to judge of fome 
qualities, which are to be determined, 
to belong to thofe things, or to be want- 
ing, according as they agree or difagree 
to their rule. 

And fo in a figurative fenfe, the /crip- 
ture is a rule, or meafure, whereby we 
areto try, or judge, of all thofe things, 
concerning which, God has revealed his 
mind and will to us: And we are bound 
to believe things true or falie, worthy to 
be received, orto be reyected, juft as they 
agree or difagree with the /eriptures. 

The /cripture tuen, as a Rule, muft be 
plain and intelligible; and indeed, it can 
be a rue no farther, than it is fo. What 
is not to be underftood can’t be propofed 
as a rule, by a good and merciful God, 
who never requires impo//ble things. 

And it mutt alfo be certain and de- 
cifive: for it is given us by God, who 
cannot lye, and whofe words are all true 
in the utmoft exactnefs. Therefore the 
feripture in its primitive fimplicity, and 
in the condition wherein it was delivered 
by God, and in its prefent condition con- 
tains as much certainty, as is requifite to 
make it a perfe# rule, being fificiet to 
determine all our doubts, and to decide 
all difputes, 
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‘The famous Dr. Tillot/on, atchbifhop of Rui of Fab, 
Canterbury, fays, ‘ A rule of faith is the?- © 
meafure, according to which we judge, 
what matters we are to aflent to, as re- 
vealed to us by God, and what not. 

And mere particularly; the rule of 

chriftian faith, is the meafure, according 
to which we are to judge, what we 
ought to aflent to, as the doétrine re- 
vealed by Chriff to the world, and what 
not.’ 

Now, that Chri/? has not revealed to Infants Bop 
us the practice of Infant Baptifim ; I thalltim, atre 
begin with the teftimony of bifhop ic eA 
who in his expofition of the 27th article of pipiy Burnen, 
the church of Exgland, fays, ‘ There is 
* no exprefs precept, or rule, given in the 
§ New Tefament, tor the baptifm of in- 
© fants. 

Again, Dr. Barlow, bithop of Lincoln, Ap by Dr. 
in his letter to Mr. Tombes, fays, * I be- Barlow. 

“ lieve and know, that there is neither 
* precept nor example in /cripture tor Paedo- 
“ baptifin’ 

Dr. Feremy Taylor, Bifhop of Dosw and Bihop Taylor, 
Connor goes farther, and fays, ‘ It is againft Liberty of Pre- 
* the perpetual analogy of Chri/?’s doce?” P 374 
trine to baptize infauts. For befides, 
that Chrifi never gave any precept to 
baptize infants, nor ever bim/elf, nor his 
apoftles, that appears, did baptize any 
of them: all that either he or his 
apoftles {aid concerning it, requires fuch 
frevious difpolitions to baptif/m, of 
which infants are not capable; and thefe 
are faith and repentance. - 

Tr. 
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Dr. Wail begins the preface of his ela- 
borate hiftory of Infant Baptifin, with this 
conceffion. 

© Forafmuch as the commiffion given 
‘ by our faviour to his difciples, in the 
“time of his mortal life, to baptize, is 
© fet down in fuch brief words, that there 
‘js no particular dire€tion given, what 
‘they were to do in reference to the 
© children of thofe that received the faith ; 
© and among all the perfons that are re- 
© corded, as baptized by the apofles, there 
‘ is no exprefs mention of any i#fant? 

Mr. Fuller fays; ‘ We do freely cone 

© fefs, that there is neither exprefs precept, 
© nor precedent, in the New Te/fament, tor 
the baptizing of Infants. 
To thefe teftimonies, let me add one 
more, from that great champion for 
Pedobaptifm, Mr. Richard Baxter. For 
he does not only acknowledge, the //ence 
of the /cripture in this matter, but forms 
it into an argument, thus; ° If there can 
* be no example given in /cripture, of any 
© one that was baptized, without the pro- 
“ feffion of a faving faith, nor any precept 
“tor fo doing 5 then mutt not we daptize 
‘any without it. But the aztecedent is 
© true : therefore fo is the con/equent.’ 

Then he proceeds to prove this, by 
reviewing the /cripture examples of Bap- 
tifm: Atter which he thus concludes the 
argument. 

* In a word, I know of no one word 
in feriptere, that giveth us the leaft in- 
“ timation, that ever man was baptized, 

© without 


a 


¢ 
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* without the profe/ion of a faving faith, 


“ or that giveth the leaft encouragement, 
* to baptize any upon another’s faith.’ 

It mutt be allowed, that notwithftand- Infants Bap. 
ing the conceffiovs of the aforementioned t/™ attempted 
authors, yet they continued in the prac-" “Jiifed 
tice of infants baptifm, and endeavoured 
to juttify the fame. 

For Mr. Fuller obferves; * That St. By Mr.Falles. 
Fobn faith, Chap. xxi. 25. And there 

are alfo many other things, which “fefus 

did, whieh are uot written, amongit hy. Aiver. 
which, for ought appears to the con? 15% 
trary, the baptizing of thefe infants, 

[ viz. that Chri? took in his arms and 

‘ bleffed | might be one of them.’ 

A pretty argument for popifb fuperiti- 
tion and idolatry! For what may not be 
thruft’ into the practice of the chriftian 
church, wpon fuch a way of arguing ? 

To the like purpofe Mr. Walker fays, By Mr. Walk 
© It doth not follow that our faviour gave" | Phe 
“no precept, for the baptizing cf infaits, 4 368. 
© becaufe no fuch precept is, particularly 
‘ (as our adverfaries {uppofe) expretled 
‘in the feripture. Tor our faviour fpake 
* many things to his difciples, concerning 
‘ the kingdom of God, both betore his 
¢ 
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paffion, and alfo after his refurrection, 

which are not writtes in the /criprures. 

And who can fay, but that, among 

thofe many ##written fayings of his, 

there might be an exprefs precept for 
“ infants baptifia:’ 


Seeing 
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Seeing /cripture will not do, the next 


refuge tor the juftification of infants bap- 
tifm is tradition. "Vheretore to this I fhall 
fubjoin the words of the afore-cited Dr. 
Feremy Taylor. 


Dr. Jer. Tay- 

lor’s Teftimony © 
againft Tradi: ¢ 
S10M. (4 
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‘ But tradition, fays he, by all means, 
muft fupply the place of /éripture. And 
there is pretended a tradition apoftolical, 
that infavts were baptized. But at this 
we are not much moved. For we who 
rely upon the written word of God, as 
fufficient to eftablifh all true religion, 
do not value the allegation of tradition. 
And however the world goes, none of 
the reformed churches can pretend this 
argument againft this opinion ; becaufé 
they who reject tradition when it is a- 
gainft them, muft not pretend it at all 
for them. But if we fhould allow the 
topick to be good, yet how will it be ve= 
rified ? For fo far as it can appear, it 
relies wholly upon the teftimony of 
Origen for from him Aufin had it. 
Now a tradition apoftolical, if it be net 
configned with a fuller teftimony than 
of ove perfon, whom all after-ages have 


. condemned of many errors, will obtain 


fo little reputation amongft thofe, who 
know that things have upon greater 
authority, pretended to derive from the 
apoftles, and yet fal/fy; that it willbe a 
great argument, that he is credulous 
and weak, that fhall be determined by 
fo weak probation, in matters of fo 
great concernment. And the truth of 

bthe 
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the bufinefs is, as there was no com- 
mand of /éripture to oblige children to 
the fufception of it; fo the neceffity of 
Pedobaptifin, was not determined in the 
church, “till in the eighth age after 
Chrifi. But in the year 418, in the 
Milevitan council, a provincial of Africa, 
there was a canon made tor P.edobaptifin 
never till then! I grant it was pradctiled 
in 4frica before that time: and they, 
or fome of them, thought well of it. 
And tho’ that be no argument for us to 
think fo; yet none of them did ever 
before pretend it to be xecef/ary; none 
to have been a precept of the gofpel. 
St. duffin was the firft, that ever 
preached it to be abfolutely weceffary - 
and it was in his heat and anger againtt 
Pelagius; who had warm’d and chaf’d 
him fo in that queftion, that it made 
him innovate in other dotrines, pofli- 
bly of more concernment than this. 
And that altho’ this was practifed anci- 
ently in 4frica, yet, that it was with- 
out an opinion ot nece//ity, and not often 
there, nor at all in other places; we 
have the teftimony of a learned Pedo- 
baptift, Ludovicus Vives, who in his 
annotations upon St. Auflin, De civit. 
Dei, 1.1. c. 27. affirms, Neminem nifi 
adultum, antiquitus folere baptizari. 
© But betides, fays the Doctor, that the 
tradition cannot be proved apoftolical ; 
we have very good evidence from anti- 
quity ; that it was the opinion of the 
b ‘ primitive 
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© primitive church, that infants ought not 
© to be baptized. 

To confirm what the Doctor fo fully 
afferts ; the teftimony of two eminent 
Pedobaptifis, as I find them quoted by 
the ingenious Mr. Steznet, may not be 
amifs in this place. 

The firft is Snicérus; who tells us in 
plain terms, ‘ That in the two firft ages, 
* no perfon was baptized till he was in- 
- ftructed in the faith, and tinétured with 
the doctrine of Chri/f, and could teftify 
his own faith; becaufe of thofe words 
[of Chrift| He that believeth and is bap- 
tized. "Therefore, believing was firft: and 
hence the order of the catechumens in the 
church: and it was a cuftom then con- 
ftantly obferved, to give the catechumens 
the Eucharift immediately after baptifm- 
and therefore becaufe the Eucharift was 
before given to the adu/t catechumens, 
afloon as they were wafhed with holy 
baptifit, it was thought fit in like man- 
ner to give it to i#fants, after the intro= 
duction of infant-bapti/n. 

‘The like ingenious confeffion is made 
by Curceileus ; his words are thefe : 

‘ Pedobaptifm was not known in the 
world, the two firft ages after Chrift. 
In the third and fourth it was approved 
by a few. At length, in the fifth and 
following ages, it began to obtain in 
diverfe places. And therefore we obferve 
this rite indeed as an ancient cufiom, but 
not as an apoftolical tradition? 

And 
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And in another place he tells us, 
‘ That the cuftom of baptizing infants, 
* did not begin before the third age after 
* Chrift ; and that there appears not the 
* leaft footitep of it, in the two firft cen= 
© turies. 

Much more to the fame purpofe might 
be produced both from the antients and 
the moderns of the Pedobaptifts. But as 
my chief defign is to fhew the unreafon- 
ablenefs of the mahy calumnies and re= 
proaches, which have been, and ftill are 
caft upon the Baptiffs ; and alfo of the 
Jufferings they have endured from govern= 
ments, inftigated by the malice and envy 
of wicked zealots, for no other reafon, 
but becaufe they deny infant-baptifin, and 
only differ from their brethren in that one 
thing, which no wife nor worthy men 
make abfolutely necefiary to falvation 5 fo 
J.fhall from the whole only infer ; 

I. If infant-baptifm was never infti- 
tuted, commanded, nor appointed of God ; 
and if there be no precedent, as there is 
ho precept in the /cripture, that any infant 
was baptized; then imfants ought not to 
be baptized. 

IJ. If all that is weceffary to faith and 
pradtice, is left upon record in the holy 
Scriptures, that being a compleat and perfect 
eule; then infant-vaptifm being acknow= 
ledged, not to be contained or found 
therein, is not of God. 

But as fome of the adverfaries of the 
Baptifis have vainly boafted, that they 
have fcripture Sd precedents, and 
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good confequences, on which they found 
their practice; I fhall briefly contider 
fome of their principal texts brought tor 
this purpofe; and fhew, even from the 
Pedobvaptifts of the mott emiaent rank, 
that thofe fcriptures are mifapplicd, and 
no way an{wer the end for which they 
are cited: and fo confequently the lets 
material ones muft fall betore them. 


The firft then I begin with, is Matth. 


Turner's erip- XXVI1. 19. Go ye therefore aud teach all 
ture proof for gations, baptifing them in the name of the 


infant baptifm. 


Vind. of Inf. 


Bapt. p. 16. 


Anfwerd by 
Dr. Whitby. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. Which Mr 
“Fobn Turner {ays, ‘ being given in gene- 
‘ral, and unlimited terms, and ordain’d 
“by Almighty God, as one of the ordi- 
‘nary means of falvation, eught to be ex- 
‘ tended to all perfons whatfoever, that are 
* capable of admiffion into the covenant: 
‘ Infants are capable of being admitted 
‘ into the covenant: and then éafants are 
€ alfo included in this precept or come 
$ mand.’ | 

In anfwer to this let me cite Dr. Whit- 
by, who in his aynotations upon this text, 
fays, ‘ Teach all nations, Mebiileew, is here 
© to preach the gofpel to all nations, and 
“ engage them to believe it, in order to 
‘ their profe//ion of that faith by. bapti/m ; 
“as feems apparent, 

‘ 1. From the parallel commiffion, Mar. 
‘xvi. 15. Go preach the go/pel to every crea~ 
“ture, be that believeth and is baptized 
‘ foall be faved. 

‘ 2. From the /éripture notion of a di/~ 
‘ciple; that being ftill the fame as a be- 
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“ Jiever 3 a8 in that queftion to the blind 
“Man, Wilkyou alfo be bis diftiple ? That 
‘is, will you believe he is a prophet fent 
‘from God? And in the anfwer of the 
‘ Pharifees, We are the difciples of _Mofes. 

* If here it fhould be faid, fays the Doc- 
“tor, that I yield too much to the Apti- 
“ pedobaptifis, by faying, that to be made 
* difciples here, 1s to be taught to believe in 
‘ Chrift ; I defire any one to tell me, how 
“the apoftles could MadiJevew, make a dif- 
“ciple, of an heathen, or an unbelieving 
‘Yew, without being Me4iJas, or teachers 
‘of them: whether they were not fent 
‘to preach to thofe that could hear, and 
© to teach them to whom they preached, 
“that Fe/us was the Chriff; and only to 
‘ baptize them when they did Jelieve this. 

Dr. Burnet, bifhop of Sarum, upon Expofit. on 

this head fays, ¢ That by the firft teach-+he 39 Art. 
“ing, or making difciples, that muft goP- 39°. 
‘ bétore baptifin 5 is to be meant the con- 
‘ vincing of the world, that Fe/us is the 
‘ Chriff, the true Meffas anointed of God, 
‘with a fulnefs of grace, and of. the fpi- 
‘rit without meafure, and fent to be the 
‘faviour and redeemer of the World; 
‘and when they were brought to ac- 
“ knowledge this, then they were to bap- 
“tize them, to initiate them to this reli- 
‘ ligion, by obliging them to renounce all 
‘jdolatry and ungodlinefs, as well as all 
© feeylar and carnal luft.. 

Mr. Burkit acknowledges the fame ; for ar. Burkit o 
the form of this commiflion, as recorded by 4aptifm, p. 18. 
St. Mark, doth alfo prove this to be the 
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fenfe of it; He that believeth and is bap~ 
tized [hall be faved. ‘ A profeffion of ac- 
+ tual raith, 1ays Mr. Burkst, is necefiarily 
« required before bapti/in in all adult per- 
« fons, that is, perfons grown to riper years: 
« who are the perfons whom our Saviour 
« meant, when he faid, He that belseveth and 
« is baptized hall be faved , as moit evident- 
«ly appears by the following words: He 
« that believeth not fhall be damned. What, 
« fays he, muft all that die in their infancy 
« go to hell for an impoffibility ? The 
«text only intends fuch, as by hearing 
«the gofpel preach’d, are capable of ac- 
‘ tual faith; fuch as enjoy the means of 
« faith, and yet live and die in the neg~ 
« lect of faith, and contempt of baptifin, 
« fhall certainly be damned. Says the 
s apoftle, If any man will not work, let 
« him not eat; that is, fuch as are capable 
« of working muft work. But muft children 
« be flarved becaufe they cannot labour ? 
« Thus here: Children lye under a natu- 
‘ral incapacity of profe//ing actual faith ; 
‘ therefore the firft text does not concern 
‘them any more than the latter. 

And this interpretation of Chrif?’s com- 
miffion for baptizing, confirms the argu- 
ment formed upon it by Dr. Zerenzy Taylor, 
in favour of the Baptifis. ‘ Not to in- 
‘ftance, faith he, in thofe innumerable 
« places, that require fait) before this fa- 
‘ crament; there needs no more but this 
‘one faying of our bleffed Saviour, He 
‘ that believeth and is baptized [hall be faved, 
© but be that believeth not foalt be damned. 

© Plainly 


The sPaRi PsP CE. XXII 
© Plainly thus: faith and baptifin in con- 
s junction will bring a man to heaven, but 
«if he have not farth, baptifm thall do him 
«no good. So that, if bapti/m be nece/- 
‘ fary, then fo is faith, and much more: 
« for want of faith damns abfolutely; it 
«is not faid fo of the want of baptifin. 
‘ Now if this decretory fentence be to 
‘ underftood of perfons of age; and if 
* children by fuch an anfwer (which in- 
* deed is reafonable enough) be excufed 
‘from the neceflity of faith, the want 
‘of which regularly does damn: then 
‘it is /otti/b to fay, the fame incapaci- 
«ty of reafon and faith thall not excufe 
‘ them trom the actual fufception of bap- 
‘ tifim, which is lefs neceflary, and to 
‘which faith and many other acts are 
‘ neceflary predifpotitions, when it is rea- 
‘fonably and humanly received. ‘The 
* conclufion is, that baptif/m is alfo to be 
‘ deferred till the time of faith; and 
‘ whether ivfants have faith or no, is a 
* queftion to be difputed by perfons that 
‘care not how much they fay, nor how 
‘ little they prove.’ 

Again: That infants baptifin is founded syother frip- 
on God’s word, fome endeavour to prove ture proof of 
from Aas ii. 39. Peter faid unto them re-Mr. Turner's 
pent and be baptized every one of you, in bey tiie 
name of “fefus Chrift, for the remiffion of 
fivs, and ye fhall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoft ; for the promife is to you, and 
your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many asthe Lord our God (hall call. 

‘In which words, fays Mr. Lurner, chil- Vind. of Inf. 
b 4 “ dren Bapt. p. 16, 
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‘dren are fairly intimated, at leaft, fo 
* be intituled, both to the promifes of the 
© covenant, and to the facrament that con- 
© firms it. 

To this, we have an anfwer drawn up 
for us by the aforefaid Dr. feremy Taylor, 
which whether it Were his own-opinion 
or not, yet any one may eafily ditcern the 
{trength of his reafoning in it. ‘ It is 


“ot St. Peter, which is pretended for 
the intituling z#fauts to the promife 
of the Holy Ghoft, and by confequence 
to baptifin, which is fuppofed to be its 
inftrument and conveyance, is wholly a 
fancy, and hath in it nothing of certainty, 
or demonttration, and not much probabi- 
lity. For befides, that the thing itfelf 
is unreafonable, and the Holy Ghoft 
works by the heightening and improv- 
ing cur natural faculties, and there- 
fore is a promife that fo concerns them, 
as they are reafonable creatures, and 
may have a title to it, in proportion 
“to their nature, but no pofleifion or 
* reception of it, till their faculties come 
“ into act: betides this, I fay, the words 
mention’d in St. Peter’s fermon, which: 
are the only record of the promife, are 
interpreted upon a weak miftake: the 
promife belongs to you, and to your children; 
* theretore infants are actually receptive 
of it in that capacity. That’s the argu+ 
ment. Butthe reafon of it is not yet dif- 
coverd, nor ever will: For, [to you and 
your children | is to you and your po/te- 


. rity, 


a 2 a Ui ii oi oti . it a ae 2 


nF 


The TURAL E. XV 


rity, to you and your children, when 
they are of the fame capacity in which 
you are, effectually receptive of the 
promife. But he, that whenever -the 
-word { childvew'| is ufed in feripture, 
thall. by [ebildren| underftand infants, 
muft needs believe, that in all [rael, 
there were no men, but all were infants : 
and if that had been true, it had been 
the greater wonder they fhould over- 
come the Avakims, and beat the king 
of Moab, and march fo far, and dil- 
courfe fo well; for they were all called 
the children ot Ifracl. 

The learned Dr. Hammond talls before Dr. Ham- 
this reafoning, and declares, he cannot mond. 
defend thofe that attempt to bring argu- 
ments in defence of Pxdobaptifin trom 
Peter's words, The promife is to you and 
your children. ‘ If any, fays he, have Refol. 0 6 
© made ufe of that very inconcludent argu- Qe p. 256. 
‘ ment, J have nothing to fay in defence 
Sor athemy iin} ithinkethat the «word 
© children there is really the pofterity of 
© the Fews, and not peculiarly their iv- 
€ fant children 

Dr. Whitby puts a fenfe upon thefe Dr. Whitby. 
words, which carcy them ill farther from 
proving gnfant baptifim. talbete words, Annot. ir 
€ fays he, will not prove a right of infants loco. 
© to receive Uaptifim, the promife men- 
“ tioned here, being that only of the Holy 
© Ghoft, and to thofe perfons, who by 
“ age were made capable of theie extra- 
© ordinary gilts. 
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More fripture Again: For the fupport of infant bap- 

prof for it- tifm, fome have recourfe to thofe texts, 

fant baptism Matth. xix. 135 14, Mark x. 13, 14, Luke 
xviii. 15, 16, all which places give us an 
account, that /tt/le children were brought 
to our Saviour, €9c. 

Fowler Wale ‘Uhus Mr. Fowler Walber, to prove i= 

her’s Def. of fant baptifm, fays, ‘ We are told that 


Inf. Bapt.  “< Chri, during his incarnation, welcom’d 

Late © children to his arms, blefled them, and 
© declared them fubjects of his kingdom: 
¢ which, I think, fays he, is a futficient 
‘ indication of his mind, that they fhould 
‘ 


be received into his church by bapti/in. 
Dr. Whitby’s But Dr. Whitty, in his annotations on 
guifaver. this text, grants, that Chrift neither bap- 
tized thefe children himfelf, nor command- 
ed his apofiles to do it. For which cos- 
ceffior he gives thefe two reafons, 1.‘ That 
‘ Chriftiau baptifm was not yet inftituted. 
* 2. That the baptifm then ufed by obn 
* and Curiji’s difciples, was only the bap- 
Acts xix. 4. © tifiz of repentance and faith in the Me/= 
‘ fiach, which was to come: of both 

‘ which infants were incapable. 
seark _ Now as thefe are very good reafons to 
induce any oneto believe, that thofe infants 
were not baptized; fo I think they are 
fufficient to overthrow any argument that 
can be drawn for the baptizing of infants, 
trom this paflage. For, 1. As the Chri= 
:a% baptifm was not yet inftituted, then 
certainly our Saviour, in his words and 
action upon this occafion, had no refer- 
ence to bapti/i,; nor could they be de- 
fgned to teach the difciples concerning 
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a rite, which was not yet inftituted: fo 
that all arguments drawn from thence for 
baptizing infants, extend the words and 
action of our Saviour beyond the firft in- 
tention of them. And what can be more 
abfurd, than to take direction about a 
pojitive rite, from any word or aétion that 
happen’d before the inftitution was in the 
world ? 

2. 'To fay they were not admitted 
to the baptifm then in ufe, becaufe they 
were incapable of it, repentance and faith 
in the Afefiah which was to come, faith 
the doctor, being required to the bapti/in 
ufed by ‘fobx, and the difciples of our 
Saviour: This, I fay, grants that no chil- 
dren were baptized in the time of our Sa- 
viours life; and that they are as inca- 
pable of Chrijt’s baptifm as they were of 
“Fobn’s. For children are as incapable of 
repentance, and believing that the Afe/fab 
is come as they were of believing he was. 
to come; and yet both thefe are required 
of perfons, in order to their receiving 
Chrift’s baptifin. 

And to fay that thefe children were not Aas ii. 38. 
baptized becaufe they had already enter’d viii. 37. 
into covenant with God by circumeci/ien, 1s ue ee 
to fay no more of them than what might 77 
be faid of all men, who had hitherto ~ 
been baptized either by “fobn or the dif- 
ciples of our Saviour. 

“Very juftly therefore doves the learned Dr. Ham. 
Dr Hammond fay, ¢ If the inference | from big erie 
‘this text] were, that all infants Benito. ic 
© that is, ought to be batpized, upon this 
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(and no other) ground, hecaufe Chrift 
blefled them, ] fhould acknowledge, the 
conclufion to be weakly built.” And he 


grants, * That little childrex may, and 
¢ 
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muft be permitted to be brought by 
others to Chriff, and being to brought, 
yet are faid to come unto him. 2. His 
bleffing them, by impofition of hands 5 
and, 3. His affirming, that the king- 
dom of God, the church here, and 
heaven hereafter, are a conjunction of 
particulars, which come not home di- 
ftinctly to baptizing of infants; becaufe, 
it is not affirmed he did baptize them.’ 

So that this gentleman confirms the 


Lib. Preph, argument given by the reverend Dr. Fe- 


a. 
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The Continuers 
of Pool's An- fg 
marations., < 


4 


my Taylor 5 who fays, ‘ From the action 
of Chrift’s bleffing infants, to inter that 
they are to be baptized, proves ee 
fo much, as that there is great want o 
better arguments. The conclufion would 
be with more probability derived thus; 
Chrift bleffed children and fo difmiffed 
them, but baptized them not; therefore 
infants are not to be baptized. But let 
this be as weak as its enemy; yet that 
Chrift did not: baptize them, is an argu- 
ment fufficsent, that Cbhrif? hath other 
ways, of bringing them to heaven, than 
by baptifm. He patled his a& of grace 
upon them, by benediction and impo- 
fition of-hands. 
‘The continuers of ‘Pool’s annotations 
y, ‘ Vhat a doubt may from this text 
arife in the reader’s mind, for what 
purpofe the parents or nurles did bring 
“rhele 


These BIE ACE: 


“ thefe young children to CZriff ; it was 
“not for bapti/m, tor he baptized none 
© himfelf? 

Again, ‘ That we muft take heed, we 
“do not found énfant-baptifm, upon the 
“ example of Chrit in this text; for it is 
“certain, that he did not baptize thefe 
“ children. 
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Permit me then to obferve, and it is Remark, 


plain, that the coming unto Chrift, fpoken 
of in the text, intends a per/oval approach, 
not a /piritual coming, fo as to love him, 
fear him, believe in him, and become his 
followers. 

Now from childrens being brought into 
his prefence, and from what is faid, of 
the lawfulnefs of fuch a coming to him, 
to infer, their capacity of coming to him 
Spiritually, and their right to baptifin is a 
very weak conclufion. Many that were 
permitted to come into Chrif’s prefence 
in the days of his flefh, were tar enough 
from being his ditciples, or having any 
right to the ordinances of the gofpel 
church. Many who believed not in him 
were brought to him to be healed. Many 
of the Scribes and Pharifees came to him 
to mock him, and catch at his fayings ; 
theretore trom a bodily coming to him, 
to argue a right or capacity of a /piritual 
coming, is moft ridiculous. 

Nor does it appear, from: the relation 
given of this matter by either of the 
evangelifis, that thefe children were 
brought to Chrif/t, upon any other account 


than what many grown perfons were, 
UsBe 
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viz. that they might be healed of fome 
bodily diffempers. Nay, the words of St. 
Luke plainly intimate, it was for this end. 
For, tays he, they brought to him a/o, 
infants, that he would touch them 5 
where the term a//o intimates, that they 
were either brought with others, or upon 
the fame account that others were; wz. 
to be bealed. 

Fot it is, as if he had faid; As they 
brought men and women, afflicted with 
various diftempers unto Chriff to be cured; 
fo they brought children a/fe. And this 
interpretation is further fignified, in that 
it is faid, they brought them to him, 
that he would touch them. Now it was 
well known, that Chriff’s method of heal- 
ing diftempers, was by his touching the 
perfon, or their touching of him. Nor 
do we read that ever he convey’d /piritual 
benefits to perfons by a touch; therefore 
it is evident, that it was not any /piritual 
privilege, but a bodily cure, for which 
they brought thefe children to him. Nor 
do the words of St. Matthew overthrow 
this interpretation, when he fays, they 
were brought that he thould put bis bands 
ot them, and pray; for he frequently 
took that method, in the performing of 
his miracles. When arus befought 
Chriff to come and heal his daughter, he 

Mark y. 22. fays, I pray thee come and lay thine hands 
on ber, that foe may be healed. 

Sometimes we read of this work, joined 
with his impofition of hands; as im the 

Mark i. ar. cure of the Leper, and at the raifihg of 
the 
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the widow of Nain’s fon; and it is faid, Luke vii. 14. 
that Chrift lift up bis eyes and prayed, Job xi. 41. 
when he raifed Lazarus trom the dead. 
This being Chrifl’s cuftom; it is very 
eafy to underftand their defign; in bring= 
ing thefe children unto him, that he would 
lay bis hands on them and pray; viz. that 
they might thereby receive the blefling of 
a miraculous cures . 
‘Vhat objection, That if thefe children 
were brought to Chriff to be healed of 
any bodily diftempers, then the dilciples 
would not have hindered them, is of no 
force. For we find they were fometimes 
guilty of the fame error, when adult per-Matt. xx. 312 
fons fought to him for a cure. It is faid, 
thofe that followed Chri, which chiefly 
were his difciples, rebuked the two blind 
men, becaufe they fhould hold their peace. 
It is exprefly faid of the difciples, that 
they belought Chri/t to fend the woman 
of Samaria away, when repeated appli- 
cation was made to him. Chriff was fome- 
times fo thronged with the multitude of 
men and women that came to him, that 
he with his difciples had not leifure to 
take their neceflary refrefhment, fo that 
they might conclude, their mafter would 
be much preffed indeed, if they were al- 
lowed to bring their fick and weak children 
alfo. And the reafon which our faviour 
gives, why he would have them fuffer’d 
to come unto him, v/%. for of uch is the 
kingdom of beaven, does not in the leaft 
overthrow this interpretation, but rather 
juftifies its For by the kingdom of 
heaven, 


Mark x. 14. 
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heaven, it is agreed on all hands, our 
faviour either intends the ftate of glory, 
or the chriftian church. 

Now fince children for their innocence 
and humility refemble the blefled in 
heaven, who are tree trom all infirmities, 
or the fairits who are interefted if the 
kingdom of grace. Our faviour may well! 
be underftood, as if he had faid, there 
is no reafon to think them below my no- 
tice, or fo deprive them of receiving 
from mea cure of their infirmities: they 
have not brought their fickriefs and dif- 
eafes upon themfelves by their adfual 
tranfgreffions, as indeed many of the 
adult whom | have cured have done; and 
therefore they have a better title to my 
compaffion to enjoy the blefling of a mi- 
raculous cure. 

And that our faviour does not intend 
by thefe words that little children fhould 
be members of the gofpel church, but 
only fuch who refemble little children in 
innocence and humility, and a freedom 
trom all prejudices, appears both by the 
the word To svey here ufed, that is, fuch 
like, or thofe that refemble them; and 
alfo, by what the evangeli/f reports our 
faviour to have added at the fame time, 
as explicative of this faying, Verily I fay 
unto you,-whefocver fhall mot receive the 
kingdom of God, as a little child, foall in no 
qwife enter therein. But if we wave all thefe 
advantages againft the argument drawn 
from hence ; there is another obfervation 
that will fufficiently overthrow it, v/z. 
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That tho’ it be plainly expreffed here, 
that little children were brought to Chrift, 
that he declared fuch might. come unto 
him, and that he laid his hands upon 
them, and blefled them; yet there is not 
the leaft intimation, in any of the evay- 
gehfis, that they were baptized. So par- 
ticularly the learned Dr. Whitby upon this 
text grants, that Chrift neither baptized 
thefe children himfelt; nor commanded 
his difciples to do it; and for this con- 

ceflion he gave thofe two very good rea- 
fons aforementioned. 

When bloody Bonner, in his difpute 
with Robert Smith the martyr, brought 
this text to prove the neceflity of bap- 
tizing infants, the martyr imartly returned 
this anfwer; Our faviour fays, /uffer little Fox's das and 
children to come unto me, and not unto”. p- 1256. 
water, 

Having thus confidered the fubjedts of The Mode of 
baptifi2, 1 fhall proceed to the. mode of ae ae 
baptizing, and fhew likewife from un-“"* 

ueftionable conceflions of the moft con- 
fiderable Pedobaptifts, that it is by Im- 
mevfion ox dipping of the whole body into the 

water. 

‘Mr. Baxter charges the practice of Plain Scrip. 
dipping in Baptifm, as a breach of the Pra, p. 1344 
fixth commandment; and forms his ar- 
gument upon it thus: ¢ That which is a 
© plain breach of the /ixtd commandment, 

‘ Thou fhalt not kill, is no ordinance of 
“ God, but a moft heinous fin: But the 
‘ ordinary practice of baptizing by dipping 
© over head in cold water, as necellary, 1S 

S a 
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a plain “breach of the /ixth command- 
ment + Therefore it is no ordinance of 
God, but an heinous fim. And as Mr. 
Cradock, in his book of Gofpel Liberty, 
fhews ; the magiftrate ought to reftrain 
it, to fave the lives of his fubjects 5 
even according to their principles, that 
will yet allow the magiftrate no power 
directly in matter of worfhip. “That 
this is flat murder, and no better, being 
ordinarity and generally ufed, is unde- 
niable to any underftanding man. For 
that which directly tendeth to over- 
throw mens lives, being wilfully ufed, 
is plain murder. And tarther he adds, 
T know not what trick a covetous land- 


‘lord can find out, to get his tenants to 


die apace, that he may have new fines 
and herriots, likelier than to encourage 
fuch practices, that he may get them 
all to turn Anabaptifts. I with, fays he, 
that this device be not it that counte- 
nanceth thefe men. And covetous phy- 
ficians, methinks, fhould not be much 


againft them. Catarrhs and obftructi- 


ons, which are the two great fountains 
of moft mortal difeafes in man’s body, 
could fcarce have a more notable means 
to produce them where they are not, 
or to increafe thenr where they are. 
Apoplexies, lethargies, palfies, and all 
comatous difeafes, would be promoted 
by it. So would cephalalgies, hemicra- 
nies, phthifes, devility of the ftomach, 


crudities, and almoft all fevers, dy/ente- 


ries, Giarhea's, cholicks, iliack palhons, 
“ convulfions, 
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convulfions, /pafins, tremores, &c. All 
hepatic, [plenetic, pulmoniac pertons, and 
hypochondriacks, would toon have enough 
ot it. 

Strange quackifm ! as if hard words, 
impudence, and nonfenfe, delivered with 
a magifterial air; would carry every 
thing before them. He might have 
added, ‘hus, Gentlemen, you may eafi+ 
ly by my bill perceive, that I infinitely 
firpafs thofe empty pretending quacks, 
who confine their narrow talent to one 
diftemper, whereas all difeafes are alike 
to me, and J have a bundred feveral ways 
to extirpate them: But he concluded 
thus: ¢ In a word, fays he, it is good for 
‘ nothing, but to difpatch men out of the 
* world, that are burdenfome, and te 
* ranken church-yards.’ 

No wonder, Mr. Baxter was fo unwil- 
ling to be dipt. I have beer informed 
that Mr. Baxter was for having all the 
Baptifis hanged; and therefore thall add 
one paflage more, and leave the reader 
to judge, what he would have done tothe 
Baptifis, had it been in his power. They Péaiz Ser's. 
are his own words: ‘ If, fays he, Murder Py. p. 136. 
‘ be a fin, then dipping ordinarily in cold 
“water over head in Eugland, is a fin. 
¢ And if thofe that would make it Mens 
© religion to murder themfelves, and urge 
it on their confciences as their duty, are 
not to be /uffered in a common-wealth, 
any more than dighway murderers 5.thea 
judge how thefe Anabaptifis, that teach 
the neceflity of tach dipping, are to oe 
fuffered.’ Ce A 
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His next argument is to prove dipping 
a breach of the /éventh commandment. 
Thou fhalt not commit adultery. For thus 
he exprefleth himfelf; ‘ My /eventi argu- 
‘ment, is alfo againft another wicked- 
“nefs, in their manner of baptizing 5 
© which is their dipping perfons naked, as 
‘is very ufual with many of them, or 
‘next to naked, as is ufual with the 
© modefteft, that I have heard ot.’ 

Mr. Baxter indeed acknowledges, that 
in his youth he was addicted to /ying, and 
it plainly appears he had not left it when 
he wrote this chapter. The whole of 
which, befides /ées, is fo full of obfcenity 
and immodefty, that it rather difcovers 
the naughtinefs of his own heart, than a 
confutation of what is intended thereby ; 
and therefore I forbear to recite it. 

But. whether the water of bapti/iz ought 
to be applied by éimmerfion, or by that of 
afperfion, or effufion, is, fays the learned 
Dr. Yowerfon, * a more material queftion, 
‘ than it is commonly deemed by us, who 
have been accuftomed to baptize by a 
bare effitfion, or /prinkling of water upon 
the party. For in things which depend 
for their force, upon the meer will and 
pleafure of him who inftituted them, 
there ought no doubt, great regard to 
be had to the commands of him, who 
did fo; as without which there is nu 
reafon to prefume, we fhall receive the 
benefit of that ceremony to which he 
hath been pleafed to annex it. Now, 

‘ what 
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what the command of Chri/? was in this 
particular cannot well be doubted of, 
by thofe who fhall confider the firft 
words of Chrifi concerning it, and the 
practice of thofe times; whether inthe 
bapii/im ot “fobx, or of our faviour. For 
the words of Chri/f are, that they fhould 
baptize or dip thofe whom they made 
aifciples to him; for fo no doubt 
the word Bazrriéew, properly fignifies. 
And which is more, and not without 
its weight, that they fhould baptize 
them into tle name of the father, and 
of the fon, and of the holy ghoft ; 
thereby intimating fuch a wafbing, as 
fhould receive.the party baptized, with- 
in the very body of that water, which 
they were to baptize him with’ And 


further, fays he, 
‘If there could be any doubt, con-p. 55. 
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cerning the fignification of the words 
in themfelves [in Cbri/?’s commiffion | 
yét would that doubt be removed, by 
confidering the pradice of thofe times, 
whether in the baptifin of Fobn, or of 
our faviour. .For fuch as was the prac 
tice of thofe times in Laptizing, fuch in 
reafon are we to think, our faviour’s 
command to have been concerning it, 
efpecially when the words themlelves 
incline that way ; there being not other- 
wife, any means, either for thofe, or 
future times, to difcover his intention 
concerning ite Now what the praéfice 
of thofe timies was, as to this particular, 
will need no other proof, than their 

cs © relore 


XXXVIL 


XXXVI 


Matt. ili. 5. 
vi. 13. 
John iii. 22, 
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Dr, Tillotfon, 
Fob 1. pr 66. 
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reforting to rivers, and other fuch like 
receptacles of water for the performance 
of that ceremony, as that too, becaule 
there was much water there; tor fo the 


‘ fcripture doth not only affirm concerning 


¢ 
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the daptifiz of “Fobn, but both intimate 
concerning that, which our fayiour ad- 
miniftred in “fudea. Becaufe, making 
Fobn’s baptifm, and his, to be fo far 
torth of the fame fort, and expredly 
affirm concerning the baptifm of the 
Eunuch, which is the only chrittian bap- 
tifin, the feripture is any thing particular 
in the defcription of The words of 
St. Luke being, that both Pbilip and 
the Eusuch went down into a certain 
water, which they met with in their 
Journey, in order to the baptizing of 
the /atter. For what need would there 
have been, either of the Bapri/ts refort- 
ing to great confluxes of water, or of 


‘Philip and the Euyuch’s going down 
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into this; were it not, that the dapti/m, 
both of the one or the other, was to be 
pericrmed by an iwzerfior? A yery 
little water, as we know it doth with us, 
fufhcing for an ¢ffe/fion or /prinkling. 

Dr. Tillotfon, archbithop of Canterbury, 


fays thus, ‘ Antiently thofe who were bap 
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tized, put off their garments, which 
fignified the putting off the body of fix; 
and were zmierfed, and buried in the 
water, to reprefent their death to fiz 3 
and then did rife up again out of the 
water, to fignify their entrance upon a 
ew life. And to thefe cuftoms the 

© apofile 
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apofile alludes, when he fays ; How foal? 
we that are dead to fim live any longer 
therein © Kuow ye not, that fo many of 
us, as were baptized into “fefus Chrift, 
were baptized inte bis death ¢ Therefore 
we are buried with him by baptifm? 
Dr. Cave tells us, ‘ That the party to Dr. Cave. 
be baptized was wholly tmmerged, or Prim. Chry?. 
put under water, which was the almott 7 24: 2-204 
conftant and univerfal cuftom of thofe 
times, whereby they did more notably, 
and fignificantly exprefs the three great 
ends, and effects of baptifin. For, as 
in immerfion, there are in a manner three 
feveral aéts; the putting the perfon into 
the water, his abiding there for a little 
time, and his rifing up again; fo by 
thefe were reprefented Chrif’s death, 
burial, and reiurrection; and in con 
formity thereunto, our dying unto fin, 
the deftruction of its power, and our 
refurrection to a new courfe of lite.’ 
Dr. Sharp, archbifhop of York, in his Dr. Sharp. 


fermon before Queen Mary, has thefe ae 27 
. . }? a 
words: ‘ Whenever a perfon in antient 22 


“ 
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times was baptized, he was not only to 
profefs his faith in Chrif’s death and re- 
furrection, but he was alfo to look upon 
himfelf as obliged, in correfpondence 
therewith to mortify his former caryal 
affeétions, and fo enter upon a new ftate 
of lifé; and the very form of Lapti/m, 
did lively reprefent this obligation to 
them. For what did their being plunged 
under water fignify but their under- 
taking, in imitation of Chrif’s death 
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and burial, to forfake all their former 
evil courfes, as their afcending out of 
the water, did their engagement to lead 
a holy fpiritual life.’ and 
Dr. Whitby obferves, ‘ That it is faid 
of our faviour himfelf, that being bap- 
tized he came up ftraightway out of the 
water. "The obfervation of the Greek 
church is this; that he who afcended 
out of the water, mutt firft defcend down 
into it: Bapti/m therefore, is to be per- 
formed not by /prinkling, but by wa/fb- 
ing the body; and, indeed, it can be 
only from ignorance of the “ew:/h rites 
in baptifm, that this is queftioned. For 
they, to the due performance of this 
rite, fo fuperftitioufly required the im- 
merfion of the whole body in the water, 
that if any dirt, hindred the water from 
coming to any part of it, the bapts/m 
was not right ; and if one held the bap- 
tized by the arm, when he was let down 
into the water, another muft after dip 
him, holding him by the other arm that 
was wafbed betore, becaufe his hand 
would not fuffer the water to come to 
his whole body.’ 
Bifhop Burnet fays thus; ‘ How well 
foever the Yews might have been ac- 
cuftomed to this rite, and how proper 
a preparation foever, it might be to the 
manifeftation of the Me/ias; yet the 
juftification of baptifin, as it isa foederal 
act of the chriftian religion, muft be 
taken from the commiflion, that our 
faviour gave to his difciples; to go 
* preach 
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preach and mare difciples to him in all 
nations, for that is the ftri@t fignifi- 
cation of the word; baptizing them in 
the name of the father, and of the fon, 
and of the holy ghoft; teaching them to 
obferve all things, whatfocwer I have con- 
manded you. By the firft teaching or 
making of difciples, that muft go before 
baptifin, fays the bilhop, is to be meant 
the convincing of the world, that Ye/is 
is the Chri/?, &c. as cited page 9. And 
then they led them #vto the water, and 
with no other garments, but what might 
cover nature; they at firft laid them 
down in the water, as a man is laid in 
a grave, and then they faid thefe words, 
I baptize, or wafh thee, in the name of 
the father, fon, and holy ghoft: then 
they raifed them up again, and clean 
garments were put on them, from 
whence came the phrafes, of being dap- 
tized into Chrift’s death 5 of being buricd 
with him by baptifin into deaths of our 
being rifen with Chrilt, and of cur putting 
on the Lord “fefus Chrift 5 of putting off 
the old man, and putting on the necv. 
After baptifin was thus performed, the 
baptized perfon was to be further in- 
ftruéted in all the fpecialtics of the 
chriftian religion, and in all the rules of 
lite, that Chri? had preferibed.’ 

I muft beg leave once more to cite Dr. Dr. Whicby. 
Whitby on this head, becaufe he fpeaks 
fo full to the purpofe: and do hope it 
will not be deemed fuperfluous. He fays, pyor. Recon. 
© ‘That bapti4: in the apofiles time, was2 Fd. p. 264. 
‘ adminiftred 
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adminittred by dipping, not by /prink- 
ling the baptized perfon : and therefore 
that dipping was tine infittution of our 
Lord, or his apoftles, is extremely evi- 
dent. For thus this facrament was ad- 
miniftred to our bleiled faviour, of 
whom it is faid, That firaightway Fefus 
qwent up out, of the water. He came up; 
therefore he went down; behold an 
immerfion, not an a/perfion, caith “feremias 
Patriarch of Con/tantinople > and thisim= 
merfion, was uted to exprefs the great 
myitery of baptifi, viz. our being buried 
with Chrifi, as to the old man, and our 
refurreétion with him to newnefs of life. 
So St. Paul plainly intimateth, faying, 
How fhall we that are dead to fin live 
any louger therein? Now that baptized 
chriftians are dead to fin, he proveth 
from their being buried with Chriff in 
baptifm. Whence it is clear, that bap- 
ti/m then was fo performed as to be an 
image of the burial and refurre€tion of 
our Lord, and therefore was adminiftred 
by putting the baptized perfon under 
water, and caufing him to rife up out 
of it. 

Pr, Wall. Dr. Wall, in his Defence of Infant-bape 
tifm, grants, that the baptifims of Fobn, 
and the apoftles was pertormed by immer- 

Def. of in. fion. His words are thefe: ‘ As to the 

Pap! P1346 manner of baptifiz then generally ufed, 

* Dr. Gale, * the texts produced by our author %, 

whom way and by every one that fpeaks of thefe 

contempt Lora, is : : 

fis glo! pong Matters, are undeniable proofs, that the 

be cais Mr, * baptized perfon went ordinarily ivte the 

Ga, * water, 
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water, and fometimes the Baptift too. 
We fhould not know by thefe accounts 
whether the whole body of the baptized 
was put u#der water, head and all; were 
it not for two later proofs, which feem 
to me to put it out of queftion. Ove, 
that St. Paul does twice, in an allufive 
way of fpeaking, call baptifin a burials 
which-aliufion is not fo proper, if we 
conceive them to have gone into the 
water only up to the arm-pits, €?c. as 
it is, if their whole body was immer/ed. 
The other, the cuftom of the Chriftians 
in. the near fucceeding times, which 
being more largely and particularly de- 
livered in books, is known to have been 
generally, or ordinarily, a total immern 
fiow of the naked bedy, and that (as 
this author obferves, and I had fhewn) 
thrice repeated. 
In another place, the Doétor, to fhew 
his zeal for the pra¢tice of imainer fior in 
baptif, offers very fubmiffively fome few 
things to the confideration of thofe of his 
brethren, who thought the coldnefs of 
our climate a good reafon to change the 
antient practice of dipping into that of , 
Spvinkling. For thus he aiferts, ¢ That Def of va 
* our climate isno colder than it was, for Bt. P- 144+ 
‘ thofe thirteen or fourteen hundred years, 
© from the beginning of Chriftianity here, 
to Queen Elizabeth's time ; and not near 
fo cold as Mufcovy and fome other 
countries, where they do ftill dip their 
children in baptifim, and find no iacon- 
yenience in it. hat the appareng 
© reafon 
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reafon that alter’d the cuftom, was not 
the coldnefs of the climate, but the 
imitation of Ca/vin, and the church of 
Geneva, and fome others thereabouts. 
‘ Thit our reformers and compilers of 
the liturgy (even of the lait edition of 
it) were of another mind; as appears 
both by the exprefs orders of the ru- 
brick itfelf, and by the prayer ufed juft 
before baptifm, fandify this water, &c. 
and grant that this child now to be bap- 
tized THEREIN, &c. (if they had meant, 
that pouring fhould have always, or 
moft ordinarily have been ufed, they 
would have faid THEREWITH. And 
by the definition given in the cate- 
chifm of the outward vifible fign in 
baptifm , water WHEREIN the per/on is 
baptized. I know, that in one edition 
it was faid is dipped or /prinkled with it. 
I know not the hiftory of that edition; 
but as it is a late one, fo it was not 
thought fit to be continued. The old 
edition had the prayer beforefaid in 
thefe words, baptized in this water. 
€ That if it be the coldnefs of the air 
that is feared 3 a child brought in loofe 
blankets, that may be prefently put off 
and on, need be no longer naked, or 
very little longer, than at its ordinary 
dreffing and undrefling, not a quarter or 
fixth part of a minute. 
“ If the coldnefs of the water; there 
is no reafon, from the nature of the 
thing, nor order or command of God, 
orman, that it fhould be ufed cold: 
* but 
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* but as the waters in which our faviour 
and the primitive chriftians in thofe hot 
countries, which the /cripture mentions, 
were naturally warm by reafon of the 
climate ; fo it ours be made warm, they 
will be liker to them. As the inward 
and main part of daptifin, is God’s wath- 
ing and fanctifying the foul; fo the 
outward fymbol is the wafhing the body, 
which is as naturally done by warm wa- 
ter as cold; it may I fuppofe be ufed 
in fuch degree of warmth as the parents 
defire. 
The Docter goes on to fhew the diffi- 
culties that lye in the way of reftoring 
this loft primitive practice of dipping in 
baptifm - and thinks Ca/via was the firft 
who made a breach therein, by prefcrib- 
ing pouring water on'the infant; but lays 
the total profanation of it (by bringing it 
to /prinkling) at the door of the Presby- 
terians here in Exglamd, when their reign 
began about the year 1644. ‘This, he 
fays, ‘ fcandalized many people; and in- pep of Inf. 
© deed it was, and is really /sandalous.’ And Bapt. p. 149. 
in another place, he calls them, ‘ the moft 
© diforderly baptizers of all.’ And that we Ib. p. 97. 
might not be miftaken of the perfons he 
thus brands, he adds, ‘ Thofe, I mean, 
‘ who affecting to ufe as little water as 
‘ poffible, do purpofely throw no more 
‘than a /prinkle or drop of water on the 
© face of a child. The /éripture, fays he, 
‘ will never juftity thefe, nor the ancient 
© church, nor the rubric ot the church of 
© Busland. 
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I mutt obferve here, that this learned 
Gentleman, when about to compliment the 
people called Quakers, with a fhort cata- 
logue of their ancient friends, feems to 
be off his guard. For I miftake him 
much if he does not there fairly prove, 


® 2A that that the Valentinians™, which he thinks 
fourifped about deferved a worfe name than that of Here- 
the year 140- ticks, were the firft that changed the 


practice of dipping into pouring ; fo that 
pouring im baptifin, which he feems to be 
fo fond of, {prung from a very bad origi- 


Vol. tI,p.94.nal. For after he has given a very ftrange 


account, from IJreseus, of the practice of 
fome of them ih their ways of bapti/m, 
he tells us, ‘ That fome of them fay; 
‘that it is needlefs to bring the perfon 
to the water at all. But making a mix- 
ture of oy! and water, they pour it on 
his head, uling certain prophane words 
oie them before-mentioned: and 
they fay that this is redemption { or bap= 
riak y ption | or bat 
Many more teftimonses to thts purpofe 
might be produced, both foreign and do-= 
meitic. But leat fome, who delight in 
numbers, fhoutd think thefe not fufiicient, 
I fhall, for their fakes, add the teftimony 
of an whole affembly of Divines, who in 
their asmotations on thofe words of the 
apoftle, buried with bim by baptifm, de= 
liver their opinion in thefe terms. 
* In this phrafe, fay they, the apoftle 
* feemeth to allude to the ancient manner 
* of baptifin, which was to dip the parties 
* baptized, and as it were to bury therm 
* under 
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i under the water for a while, and then to 

; draw them out of it, and litt them up, 
to reprefent the burial of our old man, 

* and our refurre¢ction to newnefs of life, 

I fhall now conclude with the words of aMr. Jofepk 
reverend and learned gentleman, who,Stennet. 
after he had been contemplating on thefe 
things, fays, ‘ He cannot chufe but la- Ayer to 
“ment, that fo many pious and learned Ruffen,p.194 
men fhould find themfelves fo tettered 
by the tyranny of cuftom and tradition, 
that tho’ they cannot but afpire after 
the liberty of practifing the ordinances 
of Chriff, according to the primitive 
pattern, and now and then let go fome 
fighs and wishes, to exprefs the fenfe 
of their minds on this head, yet they 
feem to want that degree of refolution, 
and firmnefs of mind, which is necei- 
fary to attempt fuch a reformation. 

‘Too many are atraid of the confe- 
quences of altering old traditions, and 
feem rather difpofed to tolerate abufes, 
than to redrefs them: not enough 
confidering, that it is every man’s duty 
to reform his own practice, and to en- 
deavour to reform that of others, fo 
far as he is capable in his ftation ;_ that 
there can be no good excufe framed to 
palliate the violation of plain inftitutions , 
that the long or general practice of a 
‘ cuftom that wants a foundation in the 
word of God, makes the reafons that 
are urged for a reformation fo much 
the ftronger ; and that whatioever names 
of reproach may be given to thofe, who 
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‘ have the courage to ftem the tide of 
‘ yvulyar errors and abufes, they act an 
‘ honourable part, in efpouling the caufe 
© of truth, which is the caufe of God. 
© For thofe who honour him, be will bonour. 

Notwithftanding fo much which has been 
faid, and much more which might have 
been faid in favour of the Enghjb Baptifts 5 
yet there is hardly any party, or denomi- 
nation of Chriftians, that have been fo 
bafely mifreprefented, and unkindly treated 
in the world as they. Wherever there 
has been any perfecution, they, if any in 
thofe countries, have been fure to feel the 
hottett part of it. “The books written a- 
gainit them, are not only very numerous, 
but commonly fill’d with foolith and fcan- 
dalous ftories, to render them odious - and 
the hiftories of this people, that are yet 
extant, are, for the mott part, fuch as 
have been publifhed by their greateft ad- 
verfaries. 

Vhe foreign Baptifis indeed have pub= 
lithed fome account of themfelves, and 
their martyrology is a large book in Folio; 
but the Eugli/b have done nothing of this 
nature. It were much to be wifhed, that 
fome abler hand had undertaken it; for, 
T believe, that none who have gone under 
this name in the world have behaved 
themfelves better, or can have more faid 
to their reputation, and to recommend 
them to the love and efteem of cheir fel- 
low Chriitians, than thofe who have lived 
in England. And turther, I will venture 
to fay, that none of the reformed churches 
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wt England, or elfewhere, have behaved 
themiclves with more prudence, piety 
oe ) 
and charity, than the Engiih Baptifts : 
and, to their immortal honour be it {po- 
ken, they have never been perfecutors of 
others for confcience fake, though they 
themfelves have been perfecuted by every 
fect 
Before the reformation was eftablithed, 
all Protefiants were, by Roman Catholicks, 
branded with the name of Anabaptifis ; 
as appears by King Henry VIII's tpeech 
to his parliament, Dec. 24, 1545, and fe- 
veral of them in their examinations, and 
at their executions took care to clear 
themfelves. ‘ Behold, fays he, what love Fox, vol. It. 
‘ and charity is among you, when the oneP: 57!- 
‘ calleth the other Heretick, and Avabap- 
‘ tiff, and he calleth him again Papz/, 
© Hypocrite, and Pharifee.’ 
After the reformation, all that diffented 
from the eftablithed church, had the fame 
title beftowed upon them; and not one 
of the feveral fects, as I can find, efcaped 
it. 
Thus the Browwifts complain, in their 
third petition to King “fames I. « We Apology, 
© have been, fay they, all manner of ways P: 80, 112. 
“ traduced, and divulged to be Donatifts, 
© Anabaptifis, Bee 
The male-contents, that is, thofe who 
continued in the church, but difliked fe- 
veral things in it, and endeavoured toStrype, c. 
have them reformed, complain of being xxviii. p-293. 
reproached with this name by their bre- 
theren; as appears by their petition at 
d the 
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the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reigns 

The Family of Love were reprefented 

by King Fames himfelf, to be a vile fect 
among the Avabapifis, as they thew in 
their petition to that prince, and of 
which they endeavour to clear themfelves. 
‘ Whereas, fay they, there is publifhed 
a book, written by your highnefs, as an 
inftruction to your moft noble fon, of a 
people that are of a vile feé&t among the 
Anabaptifits, called the Family of Love, 
who do hold and maintain many proud, 
uncharitable, unchriftian, and mott ab- 
furd opinions. —-They, with hrmble 
hearts, do befeech your majefty to un- 
derftand, that the people of the Family 
of Love, or of God, do utterly declaim 
and deteft all the faid abfurd, and felf- 
conceited opinions, and difobedient and 
erroneous forts of the Avabaptifis, and 
all other proud minded feéts and here= 
fies whatfoever.’ : 
And further, To render the name of 
Anabaptift yet more odious, they have en- 
deavoured to teprefent the greateft Here- 
ticks, and men who have been executed for 
the wortt of crimes, tu be of the fect of the 
Anabaptifts. 

Sir “Fervis Yelvis, lieutenant of the tower, 
who was executed on Jower-bill for poifon= 
ingSir Thomas Overbury was reprefented to 
be an Anabaptif?, as appears by his fpeech 
on the feaffold. In which, fays he, ‘ The 
* Lord Chief Juftice, upon the clofing up 
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as from that ; for I always detefted that 
condition.’ 

How much weak minds have been 
wrought upon by fuch repreéfentations, 
appears {till among the P.edubaptifis, who 
never gave themfelves the trouble of en- 
quiring into the truth of faéts. And the 
more ignorant of them, are even fright- 
ed at the name, and will hardly efteem 
their neighbours, thus denominated, chri- 
ftians. And that time might not blot out 
fuch reprefentations, Mr. Neal was pleafed 
to ftamp a mark of his favour thereon : 
but what credit he has gained, even among 
his Pedobaptifi friends thereby, let the 
world judge. 

But I fhall cite the Pedobaptifts them- 
felves, to take off the edge of fuch' mif- 
chievous, unchriftian, and ill-natured re- 
prefentations; believing, that a word or 
two from them will go much farther with 
fuck bigoted perfons, than all we can fay, 
tho’ never fo full to the purpofe, for our 
felves. 

The firft I fhall mention is Mr. William 
Walker: who in the preface to his Plea 
for Infant-baptifin, fays thus; ‘ Of all 
‘ diffenters'from the church of England, 
‘ none feem to lye under ftronger preju- 
‘ dices, than the Anti-pedobaptifis, as 
& having fo feemingly fair pleas to make, 
“ both for themfelves, and againft their 
“ opponents; and that both from /cripture 
‘ text, and ecclefiaftical practice, as few 
‘ of their fellow-diffenters can parallel. 
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¢ With the more favour and kindnefs, in 
‘ my thoughts, are their perfons, precife~ 
‘ly confidered as fuch, to be treated : 
© and with the more fairnefs and clearnefs 
© ought thofe endeavours, which are un- 
‘ dertaken tor the removal of their pre- 
¢ judices to be managed.’ t 
Obed Wills, M. A. in the preface to his 

Infant-baptifin afferted, Lays, ‘ ‘Vhere are 
fome very worthy perfons, and eminent 
chriftians af that way [ Antipaedobaptifis | 
whom I exceedingly honour for their 
gifts and graces, moderation and {weet- 
nefs of fpirit, and liberality towards all 
chriftians.’ 
Again; ‘ Tho’ I contend with what I 
conceive is an error in them, yet I can- 
not but love their perfons; for I know 
there are fome of that perfuation, who 
for their eminency in grace, ought to 
be had in eftimation by us.’ And fur- 
her adds, ‘ ’Tis hard in difputes, both 
not to be provoked, and not to provoke; 
neverthelefs, I hope the godly, fober, 
and ingenious amongft them, will put 
the beft conftruction upon all.’ 

Mr. ‘Fohn Rogers of St. Thomas Apofiles 
in Loxdon, in his treatife of Church-difci- 
pline, having fpoken of a {mall number of 
Anabaptifis in Ireland, as he calls them, 
who difcovered a malicious fpirit, and 
refufed communion with other chriftians 
that differed from them; yet {peaking of 
thofe in England, fays, * They excel all 
* others of that practice, that I ever met 
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* with. Many of that. judgment here in 
‘ London, and other places, may be fet 
‘ for eminent examples, both to them at 
* Dublin, and us here, of {weetnefs, pa- 
“ tience, humility, obedience, felf-denial, 
and love even to all faints; and, indeed, 
fuch in whom my foul much rejoices, 
and hath been much refrefhed.’ 

And as to their practice of dipping, he 
fays, ‘ Indeed I dare not deny my judg- 
‘ment, to teach thus far for dipping, 
above the other forms of /privkling, or 
pouring ; that were it as orderly in our 
church, and ufed, and no offence to 
weak fouls, I would fooner be induced 
to dip one, that was never before 
baptized, than to /prinkle one; for to 
me, it would be more fignificant, and 
full, and pregnant with former prac- 
picess 

Mr. Mark Needbam, in his View of 
England’s Intereft, publifhed in 1659, 
{peaking of the Asabaptifis in England, 
as fo itiled, and the inyuftice of charging 
them with the crimes of thofe called fo 
in Germany, fays, ‘ Itis known, that many 
“ Jearned men, and others, have been, 
‘and are of the fame judgment; who, 
“touching other particulars, are as or- 
“ thodox as any.’ Befides, Mr. Cawdry 
faith, ‘ the /criptures are not clear, that 
‘ infant-baptifin was an apofiolical praca 
© tices 
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Bithop Moreton, in his Appeal acknows 
ledgeth, that there was an antient practice, 
for admitting infants to the facrament of 
the Lord’s-{upper, as well as to bapi1/i 5 
and that it held fix hundred years in the 
church, yet in later times, it was thought 
fit to be laid afide. ‘ Shall any prefume 
then, fays he, to faften an odiwm upona 
whole party, which abounds with pious 
men, truly protefiavt in other points, 
merely becaufe fome others think, as 
they do concerning Pedobaptifm, do fly 
out into other notions? By this rule of 
proceeding, I will eafily condemn, not 
popery itfelt, and prelacy onl; but other 
profeffions of men, whom to avoid of- 
fence 1 will not now name; becaufe 
there is no one party of them, but have 
their tran/cendentals. But this fhall not 
therefore, be an argument againft the 
whole parties themfelves ; among whom 
the moft are men of fobriety and gravity, 
and fuch we muft allow to be the con- 
ftitution of the baptized party. 

Mr. Richard Baxter, with whofe tefti- 
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mony J fhall conclude this head, in his 
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works, fays; ‘ I contefs to you, of the 
two evils, I think the church is more 
corrupted, for want of a folemn re- 
newing of the bapti/imal covenant at age, 
and by turning confirmations into a cere- 
mony, than by thofe Anabaptifis, who 
call people tc be rebaptized, as the 
Africk council did thofe, that had been 
* baptized by hereticks. Infants-baptifin 
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is no fuch eafy controverfy, or article of 
faith, as that no one fhould be tolerated, 
that receiveth it not. The antient 
church, which we moft reverence, left 
all men to their liberty, to be baptized 
only when they pleafed ; and compelled 
none, for themtelves, or their children. 
Tertullian was for the delay till they 
underftood. Naziansen was for the 
ftaying fome years. _4ugu/lin and others 
of the Fathers were baptized at age.’ 
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And in his Life and Times he fays 3p. 140. 


And for the dvabaptifts themfelves ; 
tho’ Ihave written and faid fo much 
againft them; as I found, that moft of 
them were people of zeal in religion; 
fo many of them were fober and godly 
people, and differed trom others, but 
in the point of Infant-Laptifm, or at moft 
in the point of predeftination, and free- 
will, and perfeverance, €e. 
Again, in his book upon confirmation 
he fays; ‘ Upon the review of my argu- 
‘ ments, viz. with Mr. Zombes, upon the 
* controverfy about Infant-baptifm, I find 
‘ that I have ufed too many provoking 
‘ words, for which I am heartily forry, 
‘ and defire pardon of God and him.’ 
And further, in his Letter to Mr. Lamb’s 
wife; ° If, fays he, Mr. Lamb look into 
‘my book for Infant-baptifm, let him 
€ know, that I much repent of the harfh 
‘ language in it, but not of the main 
“ matter. 
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Thus this good old gentleman, and 
difciple of Chrift, lived to fee his fault in 
{peaking injurioufly of the Bapiifis; and 
repented, and did not feruple to make a 
publick acknowledgment 5; an example 
worthy of imitation, and, therefore, J 
recommend it to the reverend Mr. Neal. 
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Containing an account of thofe Bap- 
tift Minifters, who were ejected 
or filenc’d, by or before the A& 
of uniformity, or otherwife fuf- 
fered on account of their mini- 


¢ attend an account to be 
y given of fo many men, fo 

Ys long fince dead, had al- 
yom moft brought me to a re- 
i folution of dropping this 
chapter. I do not pretend to keep an 
exact order of time; and it is not to be 
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fuppofed, that the publick pzeces can fur- 
nifh me with what is needful to be faid'on 
this head; nor that the account which I 
here give is acompleat one. Andas I have 
been obliged to depend upon the account 
of others, obtained in the beft manner I 
could; foif I have unhappily fallen into 
any miftakes, or been filent for want of 
information, I hope the candid reader will 
not only excufe me, but alfo point out 
thofe miftakes or omiffions, that I may 
fhew, it was not with defign, by taking an 
opportunity, in a /upplement or new edition 
of thefe works, to amend the fame. 

Hanferd = Mr. Hanferd Knollys was ejected from 

Knollys. Fumberftone in the county of Leicefer. 
He was a very pious and worthy man, of 
whom I have already given an account in 
Volalep.2 34. 

Henry Mr. Henry Denne was ejected from 

Deme. Elfly in the county of Cambridge. He 
fuffered much for his Nonconformity, and 
died about the year 1661. An account of 
him you will find in Vol. I. p. 297. 

John Mr. ‘fobn Tombes, B. D. was ejected from 

Tombes. Leominffer, in the county of Hereford, a 
worthy minifter of great learning and 
moderation. See the account I have given 
of him, Vol. I. p. 278. 

rare Henry ‘Feffey, M. A. was ejected from 

| St. George’s Southwark, in the county of 
Surrey, a very humble, learned, and pious 

minifter, 


Encuisu Baptists. » 


minifter, of whom I have given an ac- 
count, Vol. I. p. 307. 

Mr. Edward Barber, a gentleman ofEdward 
great learning, was firft a minifter in the®#*>*™ 
eftablifhed church, and embraced the prin- 
ciples of the Bapti/fs, long before the 
breaking out of the civil wars. He was 
the means of convincing many, that Jn- 
Jant-baptifm has no foundation in {cripture, 
and foon gathered a numerous congregation. 
They met in the Spztal in Bi/bopgate-ftreet ; 
and, according to Mr. Danvers, and Mr. 
Edwards, was the firft church, among the 
Baptifts, that practifed laying on of hands 
on baptized believers, at their reception in- 
to the church. He died before the Refto- 
ration, and his fufferings on account of 
religion were before epifCopacy was 
wholly laid afide, as has been before ob- 
ferved, Vol.I. p. 219. 

William Dell, M. A. was ejected from william 
Yelden, in the county of Berks, andDell. 
from being mafter of Cazus college, in 
the univerfity of Cambridge. I have al- 
ready given fome account of him, Vol. I. 

- 323. 
i Mr. William Kiffin, minifter toa Baptift Wiliam 
p ° ° ° n. 
congregation in Devonfhire-Square, Lon- 
don. MWe wasamanof great natural parts, 
and fome learning; a great difputant, and 
when joined with others, generally had 
the preference. He was firft of an indepen- 
dant congregation, and called to the miniftry 
B 2 among 
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among them; was one of thofe who 
were concerned in the conferences held 
in the congregation of Mr. Henry Feffey ; 
by which Mr. Yefey and the greateft part 
of the congregation became profelited to 
the opinion of the Baprijis. He joined 
himfelf to the church of Mr. Fobn Spil/- 
bury ; but a differeace arifing about per- 
mitting perfons to preach amongft them, 
that had not been baptized by immerfion, 
they parted by confent, yet kept a good 
correfpondence. After the Reftoration, 
being a man of great fubftance, he had 
great intereft at court, and was very much 
in favour with the King, and chancellor 
Hide. I have been informed that it was 
currently reported, that when the King 
wanted money, he fent to Mr. Kifin to 
borrow of him forty thoufand pounds ; that 
Mr. Kiffin pleaded in excufe, his not hav- 
ing fo much, and told the meflenger, if it 
would be of fervice to his majefty, he 
would prefent him with ten thou/and; the 
which was accepted, and Mr. Kiffin after- 
wards faid, he had faved thereby shirty 
thoufand pounds. But be this as it will, it 
is evident, he was very much in the King’s 
favour ; and that he was the perfon that 
went tothe King, and complained againft 
that wicked and fcurrilous pamphlet, de- 
Vide Vol.figned to defame the Baptifts, intitled 
mn * Baxter baptized in Blood; and by his in- 
fluence was the King’s order procured, to 
have 
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have the fame examined in council. And 
alfo he was the means of procuring the 
Kings pardon for the ¢awelve Baptifts 
who were condemned to death at 4il/bury, Bia 
for refufing to conform to the eftablifhed p. 181. 
church, His great favour with the King 
procured him many enemies, who had a 
defign upon his life. They accordingly 
fent a letter to him, directing him to be 
ready with his friends, at a certain time; 
which letter was firft intercepted, and then 
brought tohim, Mr. Kiffin timely applied 

to chancellor Hzde, fhewed him the letter, 
and proved it an impofition upon him, 
with a bafe defign ; and fo efcaped. 

He was one of the five Baptifis, who 
were made Aldermen by King ames II. 
when he took away the charter of the city 
of London. 

THERE was a great difpute held @bout 
Baptifm, at Coventry, between Dr. Grew 
and Dr. Bryan, on the fide of the Peedo- 
baptifis, and Mr. Kifin and Mr. Knollys, 
on the fide of the Bapti/is. it was manag- 
ed with good temper, and great modera- 
tion; both fides claimed the victory, and 
parted good friends. All granted, that the 
Baptifis came off with great reputation. 
Mr. Kiffin lived to be very old, and con- 
tinued to preach till near his death, Of 
his profecution, by the Ordinance for 
punifhing Blafphemies and Herefies, 1 have 


taken notice, Vol.I. p.215. 
B 3 I have 
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I have met with one piece which he pub- 
lithed, intitled, @ /ober difcourfe, of right 
to church communion; wherein he endea- 
yours to prove, by fcripture, by the exam- 
ple of the primitive times, and the practice 
of all, that have profeffed the chriftian 
religion; that no unbaptized perfon may 
be regularly admitted to the Lord’s-fupper. 

Daniel Daniel Dyke, M. A, was ejected from 
Dyke. Great Hadbam in the county of Hertford. 
Dr. Calamy, as an evidence of his being 
Continva- epifcopally ordained, fays: ‘ That a certain 
p. " 33. | perfon, whom he had married, being de- 
* firous to get off from his marriage, he 
‘ produced his orders, and by that means he 
* was difappointed.’ I have given fome ac- 
count of him in Vol. I. p.355. 
Vavafor Mr. Vavafor Powel, a very pious man, 
Hi Pap and a popular preacher. The Reverend 
vol. 4. Mr. Seale has given an account of him, 
p-448 and tells us, he was educated in Fe/us 
College, Oxon; and had he been an illiterate 
man, its not unlikely but he would have 
told us alfo, that he was a Baptif?. I 
have given fome account of him, Vol. I. 
Diao 7 ee i 
Benjamin Mr. Benjamin Cox was ejected from a 
SS living ; but where it was I find not. I have 
given an account of him, Vol. I. p. 353. 
Francis Francis Bampfield, M. A. was ejected 
Pitre from Sherbourn in the county of Dor/ét. 
p. 259, + have given fome account of him, Vol. I. 
; p. 363. Dr. Calamy thinks, ‘ none at all 
* acquainted 
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acquainted with his ferious piety, which 
hath been generally acknowledged, can 
forbear owning, that he deferved another 

fort of treatment than he met with from 

the unkind world. And that he was 
collated to a prebend in the cathedral 
church of Exeter, May 15, 1641. and 

that he was re-poffeffed of it, upon the 
Reftoration, and enjoyed it till Bartholo- Contiaua- 
mew-day 1662. when he was deprived 0". er, 
of it, jointly with his living of Sherbourn, 

for. Nonconformity. He adds, ‘ I am 

alfo informed, that he was one of the 
moft celebrated preachers in the We? of 
England, and extreamly admired by his 
hearers,’ 

Francis Cornwell, M.A. I have given Francis 
fome account of him Vol. I. p.344. and Comwell. 
have fince received further information, viz. 
That he was minifter of Marden in Kent ; 

and when under imprifonment in King 
Charles I’s time for Nonconformity to wear- 

ing the furplice, to kneeling at the facra- 
ment, the crofs in baptifm, and other 
ceremonies then impofed, he had for his 
companion Mr. Wilfon of Ottham. They 
were together in Mazd/fone Goal, where 
amongft the vifitors that came to fee them, 
there was a woman that had fome {cruples 

of mind, whether the bapti/m of infants 
could be proved from feripture. Mr. Corn- 

well endeavoured by the beft {cripture-ar- 
guments he could, to refolve the woman’s 

B 4 doubts ; 
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doubts; but found he coul d not do it fo well 
toher fatisfaction, arid his own, as he could 
have wifhed. The woman being gone, 
he had fome conference with Mr. Wilfon, 
his fellow-prifoner; who affured him, that 
he never underftood, that zufants bapti/m 
could be proved from fcripture, but had 
its authority from human tradition ; it be- 
ing handed down from primitive times, as 
a practice generally received in the church. 
Mr. Cornwell taking the fcriptures to be 
the only rule of faith, and confidering that 
on this principle only, all the prote/tant 
churches vindicated their /eparation from 
the church of Rome, againft all her im- 
pofitions brought in by pretended primitive 
antiquity, tho’ not to be found in {cripture. 
This principle of making the {criptures 
the only rule of faith, engaged him to 
make more diligent fearch: and finding 
that he could not to his own fatisfaGtion 
prove the authority of infants bapti/m from 
the fcripture; but that in all ages it had 
its dependance on the decrees, canons, and 
councils of the church, as many other 
corruptions had; he refolved to relinquifh 
the doctrine of infants baptifim, and con- 
cluded, that delevers only, which made 
profeflion of their faith and repentance, 

were the proper fubjects of bapti/m. 
AFTER the death of King Charles I. 
Oliver Cromwell gave liberty to all to 
worfhip God according to their own con- 
{ciences, 
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{ciences. Mr. Cornwell being then at liber- 
ty, and minifter again of the parifh-church 
at Marden, and having yet concealed his 
fentiments, was made choice of to preach 
the vifitatton-fermon at Crambrook. Hav- 
ing been baptized by Mr. William Feffery, 
of Seven-Oaks, his friends concluded this 
a proper time for him to declare publick- 
ly his fentiments; which he did, from 
Mark vii.7. Howbeit in vain do they worfbip 
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men, After the fermon was ended, the 
clergy were for difputing the point with 
Mr. Cornwell but; Mr. Fefféry being pre- 
fent, he referred them to him. They foon 
found Mr. Yeffery too hard for them in 
difputation, which caufed Mr. Blackwood, 
to defire them to ceafe at that time; for 
he had taken the Sermon as preached, in 
fhort-hand, and would return an anfwer 
in print, which he hoped might be to the 
fatisfa€tion of them all. But in the iffue, 
as I have before related, Vol. I. p. 347. 
Mr. Blackwood became a profelite, and 
was baptized by the faid Mr. Feffery. 

Mr: Robert Brown, I take him to_ be Robert 
the perfon ejected from the fequeftred liv- Brown. 
ing of Whitelady Afton, who Dr. Walker, Continua- 
according to Dr. Calamy, fays, ‘ was aN Bos. 
« fifth-monarchy man, and wrote againft 
‘ hearing the parifh minifters’ Dr. S¢z/- 
ling fleet faid, ‘ that his ferubbaa/ contained 
* the fubftance of all that was faid by the 
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© old Brownifts’ He was generally owned 
afcholar. He died in Plymouth by excef- 
five preaching. 

‘fobn Harding, D.D. Dr. Calamy men- 
tions one of this name ejected from Brenk- 
worth in the county of Wilts, a learned 
man, much courted to conform; but re- 
fufing, he loft his re€tory. He had a fon 
of the fame name ejected from Milkifhbam 
in the fame county. It is probable one of 
them may be our Harding, but I am not 
certain which. 

Mr. Robert Steed. Dr. Calamy mentions 
one Mr. Steed ejected from Lamberburft 
in the county of Kent. He fays he was 
advanced in years, and was very eminent 
for his piety : If this be our Steed, he was 
one of them who left the eftablifhed 
church for the fake of a good confcience, 

Mr. Williams, he was one who left the 
eftablifh’d church, and joined the Bapti/ts, 
Dr. Calamy mentions feveral of the name 
of Williams, and in all likelihood this 
might be one of them. He mentions one 
Mr. Henry Williams of Montgomery-fhire, 
an itinerant preacher, fays he, was dif- 
abled from the publick exercife of his 
miniftry, in 1662. but continued to 
preach more privately, in feveral parts of 
this county, as he had opportunity. He 
was an upright man, very active for 
* God, and alively preacher. He fuffer- 
* ed much for the fake of a good con- 

« {cience, 
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* fcience, both by imprifonment, and the 
© fpotling of bis goods. We endured all 
* patiently, and went on doing the work 
* of the Lord, in the moft difficult times. 
* He fubfifted by a {mall eftate, which he 
* had, and preached the gofpel freely to 
* fuch as were willing to receive it. 

Tus charaéter, feems to fit the gentle- 
men of the Baptif? perfuafion in thofe 
times, more than the other denominations, 
and even the Bapti/#s of the prefent day. 
And it is but juft and reafonable, minifters 
fhould have a living ; for the labourer is 
worthy of bis hire, and a competent main- 
tenance is their due, I with there were 
none amongft them that wanted it; tho’ 
itis not unlikely, fome may have the liv- 
ing chiefly in their view; but that is beft 
known to themfelves. 

Mr. Paul Frewen, an Anabaptift, fays Paul 
Dr. Calamy, was ejected from Kemply**¥e™ 
in the county of Gloceffer. After his 
ejectment, he was minifter to a congrega- 
tion at Warwick, a good preacher, and a 
very popular man. 

Mr, ‘fofbua Head, fays Dr. Calamy, was Jothua 
filenced alfo in the county of Gloucefter, He. | 
tho’ he cannot fay where ejected. ‘ Hep. 332. 
* afterwards preached, fays the Doctor, to 
* a people at Burton on the water, wasan 
© Anabaptift, but a worthy man, 

Mr. Abraham Chear, he was ejeCted 
from Phimouth, in the county of Dee 

an 
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and was afterwards minifter to a numerous 
congregation, at Loo in Cornwall. He 
was a very pious and laborious minifter, 
took great pains, and wrote many feafon- 
able leffons to youth, whilft he was in 
bonds for the truth of Chrift; calling 
them early to remember their creator. 
To which purpofe, he expreffes his good 
wifhes for the fouls of divers of them, 
towards whom he then ftood nearly relat- 
ed, and dearly affected. In the year 1665, 
he was zmprifoned at the Guzldball in Ph- 
mouth; and from thence, after a month’s 
detention, fent prifoner to the J/fland. He 
affixed to the wall of the Guzldball prifon 
the following verfes. 


© Nigh four years fince, fentout from hence, 
‘ To Exon Goal was I; 

* But fpecial grace, in three months fpace, 
‘ Wrought out my liberty. 

‘ Till Bartholomew, in fixty two 
‘ That freedom did remain: 

©‘ When without bail, to Exon Goal 
* I hurried was again. 

© Where having lain as do the flain, 
‘ ’*Mong dead men, wholly free ; 


* Full three years {pace, my native place 


‘ By leave I come to fee. 
* And thought not then, [here again 
‘ A month’s reftraint fhould find; 
* Since to my den, caft out from men 
* [m during life defign’d, 
But 
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* But fince my lines, the Lord affigns 
‘ In fuch a lot to be; 
‘ I kifs the rod, confefs my God 
* Deals faithfully with me. 
‘ My charged crime, in his due time, 
‘ He fully will decide ; 
* And until then, forgiving men, 
‘ In peace with him I ’bide. 
Turis worthy good man, after full zhree 
years fuffering under very hard circum- 
{tances, enduring many inhumanities from 
mercilefs goalers, was continued a prifoner 
under military guards, in the Ifle of Pi- 
mouth; where a violent ficknefs in a few 
days feized upon him, which ended in 
his death. On the Lord’s-day preceeding 
it, he addreffed himfelf to all in the family 
with him, in the following manner. 
‘ An! Sifter,* fays he, the Lord gave * She 
you a heart to own and _ profefs Bie 4 ef 
his name and ways early, when they ie UE 
were ways every were fpoken again ; dred asa 
and fince you have held up, and out, 7“ 
the profeffion thereof, in a flourifh- 
ing day, and now are concerned in, and 
with the fame, in this hour of tempta- 
tion, which I befeech you, be not af- 
frighted nor offended at. You know 
how it fared with our Lord and matter ; 
whom the religious, as well as the pro- 
fane world perfecuted, and expelled 
their coafts, The fervant is not above 
‘ his mafter, It is true, you have i 
* the 
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the name of a gentlewoman, and of 
being defcended of great parentage, and 
raifed to great things in a worldly ac- 
count; but keep thefe all under foot as 
you ought, and let that be the fong ftill, 
Worthy is the Lamb to receive power and 
riches, wifdom and ftrength, honour, and 
gl:ry, and blefing. Oh! give up all to 
him, as Araunah of old, asa king to 
aking, fo let the offering be given up 
chearfully, and refignedly, entirely to 
him. 
‘ I blefs God, I have learned fomething 
of this in converfing with you, of your 
readinefs and freenefs heretofore, and 
now to lay out for the Lord. And tho’ 
I now go the way of all flefb, yet you 
know in all your hearts, and in all your 
fouls, that we have none of us caufe to 
be forry or repent for what we have laid 
out for the Lord. And you for your 
part, have heretofore entertained /aints, 
yea it may be, angels unawares. The 
Lord reward you for it; and the God un- 
der whofe wings you are come to truft, 
be your great reward. But oh! take 
heed your good be not evil fpoken of ; 
and that your fable become not a trap, 
nor what was provided for good, turn 
to your hurt. I defire the Lord Jefus 
may teach you to look carefully about 
you, that you lofe not the things you 
have wrought, but receive a full reward. 
¢ 
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* F remember it is faid of Adel, who tho’ 
‘ dead, he yet fpeaketh; and have thought 
* that word, ina bad fenfe, looking at me 
‘ and many others, who while living, 
* have been but dead fpeakers; but I am 
© now haftning to another kind of death, 
‘ where, after worms have confumed this 
‘ flefh and bones, yet I may be brought 
* forth, as a living fpeaking witnefs, in 
‘ thofe words of mine, again{ft fuch as 
‘ flight the inftruction of them.’ 

THEN he gave thanks to God, forthe 
hope he had given him of eternal falvation 
thro’ Jefus Chrift, and warned his friends 
about him to improve the prefent difpen- 
fation and the religious opportunities afford- 
ed to them; and fpoke with very earneft 
concern, about the guilt contracted in this 
nation, by perfecuting God’s faithful fer- 
vants; and with great joy and affurance, 
concerning the delight which God takes 
in his fuffering faints, and the ample re- 
compenfe he will hereafter render for their 
prefent forrows. 

*I cuArce you all, fays he, in 
‘ the name of the Lord Jefus, and as 
* you will ever anfwer it at that great 
* day ; that you make religion your bufi- 
© nefs, and that you make not godlinefs a 
€ flight thing, nor walking with God_a 
© fmall matter, as ever you hope to ftand 
‘ with boldnefs before God in the judg- 
* ment, Gcd indeed, hath took ftrength 

‘ from 
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< from thefe arms of mine; I fpeak it not 
“as if 1 murmured at it, or by way of 
« difcouragement, as if he could not if 
‘ it pleafe him, raife dead bones, and of 
‘ ftones make children to Abraham,’ 

He defired them to lift up his arms; 
which they did, and then he laid his folemn 
charge upon them, defiring they would, 
by lifting and holding up his hands, be 
witnefs to it, as his charge to all of them, 
That they make it their great bufinefs, the 
remaining part of their days, to walk to 
the praife and glory of the Lord Jefus, in 
all the paths of his pleafure. During his 
illnefs almoft to the laft hour, he continued 
glorifying God, exhorting all who vifited 
him, to ftedfaftnefs and perfeverance, not- 
withftanding the periloufnefs of the times. 
About three hours before his diffolution, a 
friend perceiving him under great preffures, 
{pake foftly to him thus: They looked unto 
the Lord, and were lightned, a right look 
will bring down relief under all dificulties. 
Yea, replied he, with great ftrength and 
earneftnefs, and their faces were not afham- 
ed. He {poke no more, and foon after 
yeilded up his fpirit, falling afleep without 
pang or confiderable groan; it being the 
fifth day of March, 1668. 

Her wrote many letters to his friends, 
during his imprifonment, full of chriftian 
exhortations to conftancy and ftedfaftnefs, 
I fhall mention but one; which wasupon 

occafion 


EnNG.LIisH BapristTs. 


occafion of a token of fmall value, in 
provifions fent to him and his fellow prix 
foners, dedicated thus: 


Unto our brethren and friends, in the bonds, 
and bowels of the gofpel, whofe hands have 
made them willing under the bounteous in- 

frucnces of the God of U{rael, to comfort the 
hearts of the unworthy prifoners of the 
Lord in Plimouth Ifland, by a coftly pre- 
sent; and to every one that bath contribu- 
ted or helped therein, to a tender groan, 
or the value of a cup of cold water, be 
a large recompence of reward, given in 
grace, and afcertained in glory, by him 
who is not unfaithful, to forget fuch la- 
bour of love fhewed to his name. 

© Beloved, and efteemed, as is meetinthe Lord 

‘ LTHO’ we are hitherto detained, 

‘ from the perfonal and particular 

‘ knowledge of you by name, whofe 

‘ counfels and care have been concerned, 

© in this liberal expreflion of your fympa- 

‘ thy with a few poor undeferving crea- 

© tures: in which matter we could be glad 

© toreceive diftinét information, as far as 
© fuch a defire might be thought modeft 

‘ in usto afk, and be expedient for youto 

‘ grant; to the end, that our fupplications 

‘ for you, and applications to you, might 

‘ be more direct and particular. Yet e’re 

« that come to hand, and left Maztd. vi. 3. 

« may have influenced (tho’ we think the 
Vou, Ill. C * reafon 
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reafon of it binds not in this cafe) we 
thought it lay on us not to forbear the 
prefent acknowledgment, fuch as it is, 
(at leaft, as a forerunner to what we 
fhould be willing to offer more particu- 
larly) that hereby you might be inform- 
ed, that thro’ the Lord’s providence, the 
whole of it came fafe to hand, and by 
his grace, we hope the heavenly voice in 
it, hath, and thro’ your prayers, will 
yet have a more effectual accefs to our 
hearts, to lay us under thofe obligations 
to a faithful, chearful, unwearied truft- 
ing in him, and waiting on him at all 
times, which we are fatisfactorily per- 
fuaded was the defign of your devifing 
thofe liberal things for us. Under which 
engagements, we reckon ourfelves bound 
at leaft, to give you fome account of 
ourfelves in the prefent refpect ; that if 
it may be our rejoicing in each other, it 
may be rendered more reciprocal, we, 
comforted together with you, by the mutu- 
al faith and love both of you and us. 
‘ Anp firft of all, we wifh you knew, 
that under the varieties and viciffitudes of 
exercifes, wherewith our heavenly father 
hath feen good to prove, and try us, for 
fome years together, leading us in fome 
paths, and under fome difappointments, 
in our creature concerns, and accommo- 
dations, that we thought not of, and 
had not trod with our feet in days paft ; 
* yet 
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* fion, and tender care over us, exalted it- 
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felf in a diftinguifhing manner, and 
many times to our admiration, fo as 
hitherto, our bread hath not failed, but 
hath been given to usin due feafon, and 
our waters have been fure; {o that know- 
ing how little weare yet fitted to bear, 
as a father pitieth his children, in their 
low eftate, he hath not proved us with 
hunger, or with ftraits, nor called us 
up to approve ourtelves his witneffes in 
neceffities, in diftreffes, &c. but our lot 
hath rather been, to partake of the fat, 
and {weet, and foft; infomuch, as if he 
put that queftion to us, to be refolved, 
according to that exprefs literal fenfe of 
it; when I fent you forth on the fervices 
and fufferings that attended your te/timony, 
lacked you any thing 2? we muft an{wer, 
nothing Lord; but in that refpect, have 
in hand, or we truftin fome degree of 
{weet fatisfaction, we have all, and 


© abound, and are full, by the favour of 
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him, who giveth us all things richly to 
enjoy, and is, we would humbly hope, 
teaching us, 7n whatfoever flate we are, 
therewith to be content. So that, at many 
of the ftrange preventions of loving- 
kindnefs even in things of this fort, we 
are often made with admiration to cry 
out, what isthistous, Lord! Is this after 
the manner of men, O God! Is this a 

C2 * prifon! 
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prifon! If we fhould have fought a pri- 


fon, ina prifon, thefe fix or feven years, 
have we yet found it! Whatever others 
in the fame fellowfhip of bonds with us 
have found, we muft fay for our parts; 
that as we have efcaped the fword, 
and we hope the pollutions of the ad- 
verfary, fo we have found great grace 
in the wildernefs, for his people, his 
chofen.—The which we mention, not 
only that we may praife the Lord to- 
gether, while ye obferve, that we re- 
ceive not, nor accept not, fo thankfully 
your prefent, in refpeét of need, through 
that unfpeakable gift, and care of his, 
who hath hitherto continued the bread 
of the day, in its day; but that here- 
withal we might take hold of an apt 
occafion, to take you by the hand, and 
lead you with a little the more encou- 
ragement, up and down in thofe ways 
of the Lord, wherein we muft fing, 
great hath been the goodnefs of our God, 
even in the experiences, that we have 
paffled practically through, in the doétrine 
and profeffion whereof we had been 
trained up in our years of plenty and 
profperity; fo that we muft fay, the 
land that we have been fent to fpy out, 
even in the ftraiteft paffages of it, as far 
as our father affigned us to follow him 
in, is a very good land; and if we re- 
bel not againft the Lord, but abide with 

‘him, 
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‘ him, thofe very circumftances that at a 
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diftance feem like fons of Anak, and 


walls reaching up to heaven, apt to eat 


up the inhabitants, are well able to be 
overcome, and will be found bread for 
us, while we ftand and feed in the 
ftrength of the Lord, and in the majefty 
of the name of the weed our God; fo 
that thefe /erpents at a diftance, ie 
which we are apt to flee, are found to 
believers, but a rod, and that a rod of 
God too, when taken in the hand. And 
could we come forth to you in truth and 
evidence, as wife, and right improvers 
of the fenfible experiments we have 
actually found, tafted, feen, and hand- 
led hitherto of this fort; and that the 
favour of thefe excellent things, had not 
been diminifhed in thefe fouls of ours, 
thro’ too much an inobfervant, carelefs, 
earthly difpofition, bringing us down 
from our advantages of excellency; we 
might fpeak more loudly to you, than 
now wecan. Ob! tafteand fee that the 
Lord is good! Bleffed are they that put 
their truft in him! The lions, among 
whom we dwell, do want and fuffer 
hunger; but they that fear the Lord, 
lack nothing that is good. In the midft 
of their fufficiency, they are in ftraits; 
while in the ftraits (defigned to wear out 
the people of the faints of the Moft High) 
there is a provifion made of fufficiency. 
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Be ye therefore ftrong, and very ftrong, 
and very couragious, and God fhall 
ftrengthen your hearts. 
© Anpnow for a thankful acknowledg- 
ment, tho’ it may not be interpreted as 
any requital of your holy liberality, what 
thall we farther fay? then that we do, 
as we are able, bring the matter in our 
requefts, and thankfgivings unto him, 
who is able to make all grace abound to- 
ward you; all fufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work, being 
enriched in every thing, to all bountiful- 
nefs, which caufeth in us thank{givings 
unto God And this webeg on your be- 
half; not asif we defired a gift, or that 
it fhould be fo again doneuntous, know- 
ing that there are many watry faces, 
every where requiring bread to be caft 
upon them, as under far greater neceffi- 
ty than ourfelves; but as having per- 
fuafion, and fome {mall experience, what 
a great recompence it is in fuch cafe, to 
have the mouth and hand opened from 
ihe heart’s being enlarged, with thofe 
expauiating graces, and virtues of the 
{pirit of the new teftament that conftitute 
a true largenefs of heart, like the fand 
on the fea-fhore, and to increafe that 
greatnefs, that is proportionate, to the 
large difcoveries of believing, doing, 
{uffiring grace, and preparations for 
expected glory. Inorder to it, we de- 
* fire 
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fire for you all, and intreat you to prefs 
and purfue after. 

“1, GREATER advances towards new- 
nefsof heart. The old heart will be as old 
bottles, and an old garment, that will 
not comport with the new wine, which 
is yet in the clufter, and a bleffing in it, 
tho’ men attempt to deftroy it. And 
this is not only a newnefs of ftate, but 
a newnefsalfo of frame, by means where- 
of, the inner man may pafs under ex- 
perimental renewings, day by day, even 
the renewings in the {pirit of your 
mind, by which the truths, ways, and 
works of the Lord, the King, may have 
an intimate accefs, and abundant en- 
trance into your own fouls, and you into 
them, in their virtue, dominion and 
power. 

‘ 2, GREATER approachesin a way of 
heavenlinefs, and nearnefs to the Lord, 
at diftance from the fpirit of this evil 
world; where the world is fet in the 
heart, the god of this world will be 
quickly filling it, narrowing, and en- 
clofing it for earthly fervice: and this not 
only in men of earth, who have their 
portion in this life; but alfo in thofe 
that are by the blood of Chrift deliver- 
ed from the grofs pollutions of this pre- 
fent evil world, thro’ luft; but yet much 
concerned in the bufinefs, cares, and 


intricating affairs of its many things, 
C 4 ‘ which, 
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which, tho’ lawful in themfelves to be 
diligently profecuted, yet as lying under 
the influence and advantages of the 
prince of it, having a notable tendency 
to bring down fouls from their excellency, 
and to éat out infenfibly the livelinefs 
and fweetnefs of our fpirits longer, and 
further, than the victory that overcomes 
it, in the virtue of the crofs of Chrift, 
by which we are crucified to it, and it 
to us, be kept up on frefh exercife. 

«3. RicuT waitings for, and waitings 
on the fpirit of promife, who is of pow- 
er to quicken dry bones, raife dead wit- 
neffes, and do great things in, and for us, 
which fhall not be refifted, nor need not 
be aflifted with might and power, tho’ 
for atime, the work about it, may be 
made to ceafe with force and power. 

‘ WE fhall fay no more at prefent, but 
with the reprefentation of our obliged 
refpects to every one of you, asif known 
by name, leaving you in the bleffed arms 
of our beloved, we remain 

o adtP the Your brethren waiting for 
gth Month, 67. the confolation of Urael. 


Tue publifher of fome of this holy 
man’s works, under the title of words in 
feafon, has annexed thereto the following 
poftfeript. 

‘ Ir any enquire, fays he, what might 
* accafion fo much feverity, as to detain 
‘ithe 
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the author, fo many years, and until 
death, a prifoner? It may fuffice to in- 
fert here, for the reader’s fatisfaction, 
That.in the fate of bis cafe, left under 
his hand, fetting forth the #//egality, and 
unrighteoufnefi of the proceedings againft 
him, he concludes it thus: 

‘ Ir it fhould be fuggefted, perhaps he 
is a ringleader; this true character of 
the perfon, may alleviate jealoufies of 
that kind. 

‘ He was born at Pl:mouth, of mean, 
yet honeft parentage; is not by kindred, 
or any alliance, related to any perfon, or 
family of any note at all; was not bred 
up to learning, at any univerfity, or fent 
any where to travel for education, or 
‘ experience ; but contrariwife, brought 
up, and kept diligently by his parents 
to work in the poor, yet honeft trade 
of a fuller: never lived out of that 
town a month together all his life, ex- 
cept ina journey fome weeks, on occafion 
about /ixteen years fince, to London; be- 
fides, what he underwent, by conftraint 
in prifon. Never in the former wars, 
was inlifted in any troop or company, 
under pay, andin the trained-bands of 
the town where he ferved, never was 
accounted worthy of promotion, to fo 
much as acorpora/; nor in the corpora- 
tion, whereof he was a member, ever 


advanced fo high as a conflable; never 
* betterea 
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bettered his eftate one farthing, by all 
the propitious advantages that might 
have given him opportunity of fo doing ; 
nor is confcious to himfelf, of the leaft 
defire of adding to what he hath, by 
any prefent or future advantages, that 
any favourable oyertures of the times 
may tempt him with; never was advanc- 
ed to, or improved, in any place or 
office of truft®or profit, civil, military, 
or ecclefiaftical ; fave only for fome few 
weeks, unknown to him, and againft 
his will, he was muftered a chaplain to 
the fort, but quickly got himfelf dif- 
charged from that again. Never was he 
concerned in, nor truely charged with 
any plot, mutiny, or tumult, giving the 
leaft difturbance, or occafion of fear, or 
jealoufy. 

* Tuts one thing then only can remain, 
to give colour to fuch proceedings; that 
about ezghteen years fince, he being con- 
vinced of his duty to his Lord, by evi- 
dence of fcripture light, joined himfelf 
in an holy covenant, fo walk in all the 
ordinances of the Lord blamelefs, to the 
beft of his light and power, in fellow- 
fhip with a poor, and defpifed people.’ 
Mr. Paul Hobfen, he joined with Mr. 


Green and Captain Spencer, who raifed a 
Baptifi church in Crutched Friers. He 
was one of them that fubftribed the con- 


Feffion of faith, put forth by the feven 
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churches in London, and was a captain in 

the army; had been a preacher a great 
while, and preached much againft the 
prefeyterian eftablifbment, their miniftry, 

and childrens baptifm: Crimes big enough 

for that defaming Author Mr. Edwards, to 

load him with reproach, and blacken his Continua. 
memory. Dr. Calamy makes mention of” 
one of this name, ‘ejected from being” “*” 
chaplain of Eaton College in the county of 
Bucks. Ifit be the fame man, ‘ it is faid 

* by fome, fays the Doctor, that he had 

had a place of command in the army; 

and it is not unlikely, but it may be 
true. However, had he conformed 
afterwards, that in all probability might 
have atoned for his paft ations. 

‘ Tu1s was the cafe, fays the Doctor, of 

Mr. George Mafterfon who was both a 
chaplain anda captain under Cromwell ; 

of whom Mr. Zachary Crofton gives 
fome remarkable hints, in his prefatory 
epifite, before Mr. Giles Firmin’s an{wer 

to Dr. Gauden on the Liturgy; but he, 
honeft man, turned his duff into a 
canonical coat, and fo became rectus in 
curia, after the Reftoration, being zea- 

‘ jous for the church, 

Mr. Thomas Hardcajile, ejected from Thomas 
Brambam in the county of York, after-gie. 
wards was paftor to a Baptift church at 
Briffol, and faffered much for his Non- 
conformity. Dr, Calamy, fays, ‘ te vb 
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© born at Barwick upon Ho/m, and train- 
« edup under Mr. Fack/on of Barwick, a 
© learned divine. He was but a young 
‘ preacher, when the a& of uniformity 
“ came out, which found him at Bram- 
© bam. He preached afterwards at Shad- 
© wel chapel, and-other places; was aman 
“ of pregnant parts, anda bold fpirit, and 
* feared no danger. He was feveral times 
© prifoner at York, at Leeds, and Cheffer. 
© At Briffol, where he was paitor to a 
‘ fociety of /aser Anabaptifts, they fent 
*‘ him to the houfe of correction. He 
“ died at Briftol, Anno 1679. 

He wrote a ferious treatife upon Matzb. 
vi. 34. Called Chri/tian Geography and Arith- 
metic, an Ocfavo ; and printed fome excel- 
lent difcourfes of Mr. Garbur’s, Entitled, one 
come from the dead to awaken drunkards. 

Grorce Fownes, M. A. ejected 
from High Wickbam in the county of 
Bucks. ‘ He was, fays Dr. Calamy, born 
‘ in Shrop/hire, bred up in fchool-learning 
‘at Shrew/bury; and his father dying, 
* his mother fent him to Cambridge, where 
‘ he was reckoned a confiderable {cholar, 
‘and one of a fharp wit. He was the 
‘ publick minifter of this town feveral 
‘ years; but quitted the parifh church 
* voluntarily, before the King’s reftoration 
in 1660. However he continued preach- 
ing, tho’ he was for a while unfixed. 
Sir Henry Wroth bore very hard upon 
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him. He afterwards aflifted Mr. 4n- 
thony Palmer in Pinners-Hall, and 
preached a Leéture in Lotbbury, In 
1679. he became paftor to a fociety of 
Anti-pedo-baptifts in Briftol, inwhich he 
fucceeded Mr. Thomas Hardcajtle. A- 
bout the time of that, which was com- 
monly called the prefbyterian plot, Sir 
Robert Yeemans took him in the pulpit, 
and committed him to Newgate. By 
virtue of a flawin his mittimus, he was 
in fix weeks time removed by an Hadeas 
Corpus to the King’s-bench and acquitted, 
to theno fmall vexation of Mr. Town- 
clerk Ramfey. Meetings being at that 
time held in the fields, he was taken on 
the Highway in King/wood, upon fuf- 
picion of coming from a meeting, tho’ 
they could not prove it. He was then 
committed to Gloucefler Jail, for refufing 
the corporation oath, and riding within 
five miles of a corporation, This was a 
great hardfhip upon him, becaufe the 
act had no power or force in his cafe, 
upon the account of his refigning his 
living before King Charles I. came in. 
When they brought him to Gloucefter 
Caftle, they declared publickly, be /hould 
not come out alive. His mittimus was for 
fix months. In which time they endea- 
voured to /uborn witnefles to {wear a 
riot againft. him; tho’ no other rioter 
was named in the bill that was drawn uP; 
aan 
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and brought in againft him. Upon his 


trial, when tle witnefs came to {weary 
he looked back on the jufttces of the 
feffions, and faid, Lord! Gentlemen, 
what would you have me do? I cannot 
fwear any thing againft this perfon. 
However, they impanelled a jury, and 
proceeded. He pleaded his own caufe 
very pleafantly; and told them, that if 
George and his hor/é could not be guilty 
of a riot, without fobn, Thomas, or 
Wilham, or any other company, then 
he could not be judged guilty. Here- 
upon the jury went out, and returning 
quickly again, the foreman gave in the 
verdict, not guilty. ‘The then Bifhop’s 
chancellor, being one of the juftices on 
the bench, faid with an accent; what! 
not guilty? "The foreman replied a fecond 
time; no, wot guilty; for can George 
and his dor/é be guilty of a riot, without 
any other company? I fay, not. How- 
ever, he was returned back to prifon. 


‘When fx months were expired, he de- 


manded his liberty of the Jailor, who 
told him, he had orders not to Jet him 
go, what damage foever himfelf fuffered ; 
for they would bear him harmlefs. A 
bond was infifted on, for good behaviour, 
and that with fureties; and preaching 
he knew would be interpreted a forfei- 
ture of this bond, upon which account 


“ he refufed to come under fuch bonds, 


© and 
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and fo was continued in prifon. At the 
aflizes he made his appeal to the Judge. 
Juftice Player, and Juftice Newton, be- 
fore next morning told the Judge, that 
if he let that man go, he would draw 
all the country after him. And fo he 
was kept in Ghucefter prifon for two 
years, and a half, till God was pleafed 
to releafe him by death, in December, 
1685. This confinement of his, fays the 
Doctor, was the more grievous, becaufe 
of his being fadly afflicted with the /fone. 
Dr. Peachy, the phyfician, declared to 
him, before his wife, that their confine- 
ment of him was his death; and that it 
was no lefs murder, than if they had 
run him through the firft day he came 
in, tho’ it had been Jef cruel.’ 

Mr. Fobn Miles, he was ejected from John 
Ifonin Glamorganfhire, South-wales, and M's. 
after his ejectment went to New England. 
He was a very pious man ; and, fays Mr. 
Mather, had a refpe€tful character in the 
churches there. 

Mr. Thomas Froude, he was ejected from Thomas 
Cheryton in the county aforefaid. I can *7oude: 
find nothing of him; only Dr. Calamy, 
when he mentions him, adds, an Anabap- 
tiff. ‘The Doétor’s partiality towards the 
Baptifis appears in almoft every inftance. 
For when {peaking of Mr. Fofhua Head, 
headds, an Anabaptift, but aworthy man; 
as if it were a rarity to find a worthy man 
among 
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among thofe he is pleafed to ftile Anabap- 
tifts. So when {peaking of Mr. Thomas 
Hardcaftle, he tells us, he was paftor toa 
fociety of fober Anabaptifis at Briftol. An 
invidious term, not becoming the pen of 
a {cholar, a chriftian, or a gentleman. 

Mr. Yohn Skinner, ejected from Wefion, 
in the county of Hereford. He appears 
by the book he wrote againft infants bap- 
tifm, to be a man of excellent parts, and 
learning. 

Mr. Laurence Wife, he was ejected from 
Chatham Dock in the county of Kent; a 
man of a learned education, and preacher 
at Aldgate church in Oliver's time. His 
congregation met latterly in Goodmans-yard 
in the Minories. Mr. ‘fobn. Travers be- 
longed to him, and had a great refpect for 
him. When he was a pri/oner for noncon- 
formity, his friends raifed fifty pounds, and 
putitinto the hands of Mr. Travers to im- 
prove for hisufe. He was one of the five 
minifters king Charles II. fent for, when 
he was for granting liberty of confcience 
to the Diffenters. Dr. Calamy fays, ‘ he 
‘ was imprifoned in Newgate, for his non- 
‘ conformity in 1682, and died in 1692, 
‘ about the 7oth year of hisage. He be- 
‘ came an Anadapti/? before his death, and 
‘ preached to thofe of that denomination 
* feveral years, He has in print elect 
hymns for the facrament, 12°. 1692. To 
which are added at the end, fome of his 
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* Jaft fermons, which feem to have been 
‘ taken from broken notes,’ 

Mr. ‘fobn St. Nicholas, ejected from John st. 
Lutterworth in the county of Leiceffer. It Nicholas, 
is doubted, whether he was a Bap7i/?.* But 
Mr. Adams who lived within ten miles of 
him, fays, that he was reported to be a 
Baptift. Dr. Calamy, fays,’ < He to the 
* laft, and he lived to a good old age, was 
ufed to ftile himfelf a ftudent in St. Pau/’s 
epiftles. He tranflated into Exgijh, Dr. 
Amess Marrow of divinity, which was 
printed by order of parliament. Hedied 
in his g5th year, and went to the publick 
church, as long as he was able to go 
abroad; notwithf{tanding, that he was 
for many years fo thick of hearing, that 
he could not hear a word that was faid. 
And when he was afked why he would 
go to church, when he had loft his 
hearing ; hedeclared, he went to give an 
example to others, being afraid, that if 
he fhould ftay at home on the Lord’s- 
day, when there was a fermon in the 
church, others might be encouraged to 
ftay at home, and keep from church too, 
tho’ they had no fuch difficulties as he 
laboured under. He had a good eftate, 
and married the Earl of Kenz’s daughter, 
and was an able fcholar’ He wrote 
the Hiflory of baptifin, 8°, 1671. The 
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Dr. Calamy adds, ‘that he hath printed 
befides, az help to beginners in the faith, 
containing fome explicatory queftions upon 
the Creed, Lord’s-prayer, ten command- 
ments and fome choice fcriptures, which 
was firft publifhed in 1663, and lately re- 
printed in 1719, O&avwe. <* I am told, 
‘ fays the Doctor, asto the Earl of Kent, 
‘ whofe daughter Mr. Nicholas married ; 
‘ that he was an old puritan, and incum- 
bent of a living, and met with trouble 
‘ in the ecclefiaftical courts, on account of 
fome failures in the point of conformity ; 
‘ and when the honour came to him, as 
heir of that noble family, he was notto 
be prevailed with, tho’ preffed by many, 
© to quit the miniftry, but held on officia- 
ting as before, and had no further mo- 
* leftation or difturbance.’ 

I oBsrRVE fays he, ‘ as to this Mr, 
‘ St. Nicholas, that he has prefixed to his 
biftory of baptifm, which he has dedica- 
* ted to Anthony Earl of Kent, a thort ad- 
drefs to the governours, and minifters of 
the colonies, and plantations in New 
England, efpecially the old planters; in 
which he ftiles himfelf, an adventurer 
in the firft plantation, as well as a fym- 
pathizer, in their joys, fears and for- 
rows,’ 

Mr. Wilham Woodward, after his eject- 
ment, was paftor of a fimall congrega- 
tion 
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tion at Harlow in the county of E/~ 
Sex. 
Mr, Thomas Sennings, ejected from Thomas 
Brimsferld in the county of Ghucefer, Dr, JS 
Calamy fays, ‘ ‘he was a moderate Anabap- 

‘ tiff; and that he finds his name, as mini- 

© fter of Mat/on, * to the teftimony of the 

‘ minifters in this county, in 1648’. 

THE Doétor is very free with his epithets 
when {peaking of the Baptifts. But Ido 
not once find him diftinguifhing any one 
of his own fect in that manner, and it is 
well known, that many of them could not 
with juftice be fo diftinguifhed. But I on- 
ly remark it as an inftance of the Doétor’s 
partiality ; as to his moderation Ill not 
meddle with. 

Mr. Baker, he was elder of a Bapti/? Baker. 
church at Chatham. Dr. Calamy mentions 
one of this name ejected from Folk/tone. ‘If 
it be the fame man, he fays, ‘ after his 
‘ ejectment, he became very poor, and 
‘ was indifpofed in his head, and his un- 
© deritanding wagimpaired. He lived for 
* fome time, in a very afflicted, diftreffed 
‘ ftate, and at length died at Dover,’ 

Mr, Yobn Smith, ejeted from Wanlip torn 
in Lewe/terfbire, he was a very lively and Smith. 
folid preacher, a man of an unblemifhed 
converfatian, very much beloved. He was 
fent down into the country by the I7zers, 

D 2 and 
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and prefented to the living by — Palmer, 
Ef{q; after his ejectment, he took a {mall 
farm in Charley-forreft, preached frequent- 
ly, when he had opportunity, and lived 
privately till he died. Mr. Ogle preached 
his funeral fermon at Di/eworth in the fame 
county. He was forced out before the act 
of uniformity; becaufe fuch were excepted 
in the king’s proclamation of pardon. 

Mr. Thomas Paxford, he was ejected 
from Clapton in the county of Gloucefter. 
‘ ¢Tho’ he was not bred a fcholar, fays 
© Dr. Calamy, yet he had good natural parts, 
‘and preached, and prayed well, and 
‘ fometimes officiated for Mr. Palmer, at 
* Bourton upon the water. After his eject- 
‘ ment, he became an Anabaptift; and 
‘ fell under fome cenfures as to bis morals; 
‘ which the rather take notice of, becaufe 
* of an intimation of Dr. Walker's, as if 
* fome of the ejected were therefore pafled 
“ by, becaufe they were fuch, as partiahty 
* itfelf could not {peak well of? 

‘THE Doctor here, could not be under 
aneceflity of anfwering Dr. Walker’s inti- 
maiion, by an inftance from among the 
Baptilis; but might if he pleafed, have 
found many, amongft thofe of his own 
denomination, which would have been 
much more to the purpofe. J¢ is not can- 
did, thus by ¢zwendo, to impeach the cha- 
racter of any perfon. He ought to have 

I given 
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given fome well attefted proof of the cen- 
fures Mr. Paxton fell under refpe€ting his 
morals, For when a man affirms any 
thing that is injurious to the memory of a 
perfon, he ought at leaft to give fome fort 
of proof of its truth. Tho’ a negative is 
not eafily proved, and a bold affirmer may 
fancy he has fome advantages ; yet all the 
world is not of his mind, and fome colour 
of truth is at leaft expected. But he be- 
came in the ftile of the Doctor an Ana- 
baptift, and that’s enough I find, in his 
judgment, to intitle him to fay what he 
pleafed, without any proof. 

Mr. Richard Adams, he was ejected Richard 
from his living at Humberftone, in the“<*™ 
county of Leicefler, by the black Bartho- 
lomew act in 1662. After his ejectment, 
he married a wife at Mountforrel, and 
there fet up a meeting in his own houfe. 
Many perfons at firft were afraid to appear 
there; afterwards it increafed much, and 
he kept it about fourteen years. Jultice 
Babington was very fevere againft him. 
He fined him twelve pence per day, and 
fent to the officers of the parifh to make 
diftrefs for it. The poor men were fo 
troubled in confcience, that they could not 
tell what to do. At length upon the 
juftice’s threatning them, they {eized his 
pewter, and fent it to the pewterer’s, who 
refufed to buy it. After this the juftice 
fent for him, and told him ke was not 
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againft his keeping of fchool in his houfe ; 
but if he would not leave off his meeting 
there, he muft expec to be troubled. Soon 
after this, the juftice died by exceflive 
bleeding. He was a fober Gentleman, but 
zealous again{t the diffenters, and oppreffed 
them more than all the other juftices in 
the country. Mr. Adams retired to London, 
‘ ) He was, fays Dr. Calamy, an Anabap- 
* 27/7, and tucceeded Mr. Daniel Dyke, in 
« the careof the congregation at Devon/hire- 
* /quare, aman of great piety and integrity’. 
Ue lived to a very great age, by reafon of 
which, he could not preach fome years 
before his death; but was aflifted by the 
zeverend Mr. Mark Key, who alfo fucceed- 
ed him inthe paftoral care of his church. 

Mr. Henry Haggar, he was fome time 
minifter at Stafford and wrote a piece, 
called, The foundation of the font difcover- 
ed; which was an{wered by Mr. Houghton. 
He is mentioned by Mr. Denne, in his 
preface to the two publick difputations 
between Dr. Gunning and himfelf, as one 
who had teftified, both by his pen and 
fujferings againtt infant baptifm, and is 
fuppofed to be the perfon that baptized 
Mr, Danvers. 

Mir. ‘fobn Canne, I find him in a manu- 
feript it, among the gentlemen that left 
the eftablifhed church, and joined the 
Baptifis. Which lift, a reverend gentle- 

man 
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man has put into my hands, fince the pub- 
lication of the firft volume. But I am 
not certain, whether he was a Bapti/? or 
not. The reverend Mr. Neale obferves, 
that Mr, Fuller calls the church of which 
he was the paftor, acongregation of Anabap- 
tifts, who were met together to the number 
of eighty; but by their journal or church- 
book, an abftraét of which, fays he, is 
now before me, it appears to be Mr. Mores’ 
congregation of Independents. ‘ We have, 
‘ fays Mr. Neale, given an account of their 
‘ original [the Independents,| from Mr. 
© Robinfon, and Mr. Facob, in the year 
© 1616, which laft was fucceeded by Mr. 
‘ fobn Lathorp, formerly a clergyman in 
‘ Kent, but having renounced his orders, 
‘ he became paftor of this little fociety— 
© Upon Mr. Lazhorp’s retiring to New Eng- 
‘ Jand, the congregation chofe for their 
‘ paftor, the famous Mr. Canne, author 
© of the marginal references in the bible; 
‘ who after he had preached to them in 
‘ private houfes, for a year or two, was 
« driven by the feverity of the times into 
© Holland,and became paftor of the Brown- 
‘ zfs congregation at Adm/ferdam. After 
© Mr. Canne, Mr. Samuel How under- 
‘ took the paftoral care of this little flock; 
‘ he was a man of learning,* and printed 
DA oe. 
i Hift. Purit, Vol. I. p. 291. 

* if Mr. Neale means human learning, he is very much 


niftaken, For the treatife he mentions, was chiefly a 


é 


39 


40 


The History of the 


<a {mall treatife, called, The fufficiency of 
© the fpirit’s teaching Upon Mr. How’s 
© death, the little church was forced to 
* take up with a /ayman, Mr. Stephen More, 
© acitizen of London, &c. 

I must obferve here, that the abftract 
of this church’s journal, was part, of the 
materials I mention, in preface, Vol. I. 
which I lent Mr. Negle. And as we dif- 
fer a little refpecting the ufe of them, it is 
needful to juftify my own account, by 
fhewing Mr. Neale’s miftake. 

Tue manufcript exprefily declares, 
fwice in the fame page, that this church 
was conftituted and planted by Mr. Hud- 
bard (tho’ Mr. Neale takes no notice there- 
of) that Mr. fohn Canne {ucceeded him; 
after him Mr. Samuel Howe; and then 
Mr. Stephen More. 

Tre church of which Mr. Lathorp was 
paftor, had for its predeceflors, Mr. Robin- 

Jon, 
ed upon the wards of the Apofile, 2 Pet. iii. 16. In which 
are fome things hard to be underftood, which they who 
are unlearned, and unftable, wreft, as they do alfo the o- 
ther fcriptures, unto their own deftruétion. 

Mr. How’s defign, throughout the difcourfe, is not only 
to foeww, the infufficiency of human learning to the purpofes 
of religion ; but likewife, that it is dangerous and hurtful, 
‘Tis written with great firength of genius, tho’ the author 
was a Cobler; as appears by the following recommenda- 


vory verfes, <zhich among others, are prefixed to the dis 


course. 


What How ? how now? hath Hoa fuch learning found 
To throw arts curious image to the ground? 
Cambriage, and Oxford, may their glory now 
Veil toa Cobler, if they knew but How, 


ENGLISH Baptists. 


fon, and Mr. ¥acob. - But by the manu- 
{cript, it appears to be another Independent 
church, and may be the firft, as Mr. Neale 
fays; but itno where fays, that Mr. Canne 
fucceeded Mr. Lathorp, and confequent- 
ly Mr. Neale is miftaken, in the order of 
fucceffion, unlefs he has better proof for 
it, than he is pleafed to produce. 

To what purpofe this miftake is intend- 
ed, I will not pretend todetermine. But 
Mr. Neale feems to be under a cloud, when 
he had thefe manu/cripts before him. For 
in the year 1640, this church became two 
by mutual confent; juft half, fays the 
manufcript, being with Mr. P. Barebone, 
and the other half with Mr. Henry Fe/fey, 
‘ who, fays Mr. Neale, laid the foundation 
‘ of the firff bapti/? congregation, that I 
« have met with in England. This ap- 
pears to me a ftrange reprefentation. For 
in the year 1633, which was a year before 
Mr. Lathorp retired to New England, ma- 
ny of the church, whofe names are in the 
manufcript, acknowledged by Mr. Neak, 
to be before him, defired their difmiffion, 
that they might become an entire church 
in order amongft themfelves. Which was 
granted, and performed September 12, and 
others joined with them, receiving a fur- 
ther baptifm; but who was their patftor, 
the manufcript does not fay. But after 
the mention of their names, it is added 
{with whom joined Mr, Wiliam Begin) 
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In the year 1638. By the fame manu- 
feript it appears; that fome others of the 
fame church, being of thé fame judgment, 
defired their difmiffion, which was alfo 
granted. Thefe joined themfelves with 
Mr. Spilfbury. 

In the year 1639, the fame manufcript 
further fays, that Mr. Green, with captain 
Spencer, began a congregation in Crutched 
Friers, with whom Mr. Paul Hobfon joined: 
who were now, with many of that church, 
one of the feven churches in London, that 
publithed the confeffion of their faith, men- 
tioned in the Appendix to Vol. I. 

Tuus it appears, there were three Bap- 
tift churches in England, which Mr. Neale 
met with, before that of Mr. Fe//ey’s. And 
why this learned gentleman fhould endea- 
vour to fix their beginning, where he has 
done, I know not, nor cannot conceive. 

Mr. Thomas Patient, he was firft an 
Independent minifter in New England: 
where by reading the fcriptures, and by 
his own meditations thereon, he was con- 
vinced, that znfants bapti/m has no founda- 
tion in fcripture. After he had fuffered 
much, by his brethren, for changing his 
opinion, he was obliged to retire into Exg- 
jand, and for fome time he was co-paftor 
with Mr. William Kiffin. He wasone of 
them, who figned the Bapti/t confeffion of 
jaith, put forth by the feven churches at 
Lonaon, ‘kle went with general Fleetwood 

into 
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into Ireland, and {fettled there. Upon 
Dr. Winter’s being removed by the general, 
Mr. Patient ufually preached in the cathe- 
dral, le was very inftrumental in pro- 
moting the intereft of the Bapti/ts, and 
had fuch fuccefs, that many were there 
baptized. In all probability he might be 
the paftor, or at leaft an inftrument in the 
founding of that Baptif? church at Clough- 
keating, which is now a numerous con- 
gregation, confifting of between ¢wo and 
three hundred members, fome of the gene- 
ral perfuafion and fome of the particular ; 
who are united in one communion without 
any diftinction. Thischurch, which my 
manufcript fays, was founded by one of 
old Osver’s officers, is remarkable for 
the perfecution that attended it, in the 
time of Monmouth’s rebellion. The mini- 
fter, fays the manufcript, and all the mem- 
bers, were tryed for their lives. And the 
foreman of the jury fwore, before he went 
into court, that he would never come out, 
till he had brought them all in guilty. But 
by God’s providence, he died, affoon as he 
came into court; and they being favoured 
with a proteffant judge, the reft of the 
jury acquitted them all. I do not find, 
that Mr. Patient publifhed any thing ex- 
cept a treatife in quarto, on the fubjec? of 

baptifm. 
Tuere is in Mr, Rogers's Tabernack 
for the Sun, a letter, which was brought 
from 
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from captain Vernon, and A. G. A. to 
fome feven or eight of their judgment, 
when they withdrew from the church, 
into private meetings. He was a very 
zealous independent, and reflects upon 
them for their feparation, as men of mal- 
cious fpirits, that defigned to do mifchief. 
This letter was figned by our Patient, and 
twelve others; and dated at Waterford, 
Fan.14, 1651. 

Because the Baptz/fs are againft receiv- 
ing unbaptized perfons into the communion 
of their churches, the reverend Mr. Neale 
has recorded them as a people of narrow 
fpirits, as has been before obferved. This 
reverend gentleman, Mr. Rogers, becaufe 
in confcience they could no longer continue 
in the congregations of unbaptized indepen- 
dents, notes them to be of malicious fpirits. 
But there is this difference between them, 
the one fixes it upon the whole body, thro’ 
all their generations; the other, upon thofe 
few perions only that were then in Ireland, 
and gives an excellent character of the 
Englifh Baptifis. For he fays, ‘ they may 
‘ be fet for eminent examples of fweetnefs, 
* patience, humility, obedience, felf-denial, 
“ and love, even to all faints; and indeed, 
‘ fays he, fuch in whom my foul much 
* rejoices, and hath been much refrefhed,’ 

Burt we have another iadependent reve- 
rend gentleman who is very angry, even 
with all hisown brethren, for not thruft- 
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ing them out of their congregations, as 
appears by his addrefs, intitled, The fiz 
and danger of admitting Anabaptifts to con- 
tinue in the congregational churches, and 
the inconfiftency of fuch a practice, with 
the principles of both, humbly offered to the 
confideration of the London minifters, by 
their unworthy brother in the minifiry, J.B. 
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‘ How can the Anabaptifts, fays he, 
who hold and teach, that Chrift hath 
no true churches on earth, but thofe of 
their own perfuafion, juftify their prac- 
tice, in fitting down in fellowfhip with 
thofe whom they own not for true 
churches? let fuch anfwer the following 
dilemma if they can. 

‘ THE congregations of their godly 
neighbours, to whom but too many of 
them join themfelves, either they are 
true churches of Chrift, or they are not 
fo; one of thefe two, they muft ftand 
to. If they deny them to be true churches 
of Chrift, why do fo many of them 
join with them in church communion? 
if they be true churches of Chrift, how 
dare they to difturb and difquiet the peace 
of fuch churches, in preffing the necefii- 
ty of renouncing the daptifm, received 
in infancy and by fprinkling ; labouring 
all they canto draw church-members to 
be rebaptized, and that by zmmerjion? 
Let men pretend what they can for 


fuch a hotcb-potch communion in chur- 
‘ ches ; 
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ches; I ftedfaftly believe, the event and 
iffue of fuch practices, will fooner or 
later convince all gain-fayers, that it 
neither pleafeth Chrift, nor is any way 
promotive of true peace, or gofpel holi- 
nefs in the churches of God’s people. I 
heartily with, this may be ferioufly and 
feafonably weighed, and without preju- 
dice confidered by thofe paftors, @c. 
whofe duty it is to watch over the flocks 
committed to their charge by the great 
fhepherd of the fheep. And that keep- 
ing the church’s doors hut againft fuch 
perfons being admitted into church- 
fellowfhip, whofe very principles have 
a natural tendency not only to fubvert 
the churches peace, -but which is far 
worfe, to deftroy the very being of the 
churches themfelves. Were the churches 
of God in Exgland, but truly awaked 
out of that fecurity, which hath a long 
time feized them, they would foon be- 
come fenfible of what is now com- 
plain’d of, and witneffed againft; and 
would be forced to acknowledge me, 
a faithful friend, and a hearty well- 
wifher to all the churches of the faints. 
But under their prefent frames I expect 
{mall thanks, for the prefent faithfulnefs, 
and plainnefs here and every where ma- 
nifefted, for God’s glory, and the gene- 
tal good of his people. Plain it is to 
me, that the mixed communion in churches 
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of which many (who confider not the 
thing aright, as they fhould) are too 
fond, is the very fource from which 
{prings that vifible corruption in moft 
of the congregational churches, now in 
England. 

‘ I su att never be reconciled to that 
charity, which in pretence of peace, and 
moderation, opens the church’s door, 
to church disjointing principles. There 
is nothing more evident, to feeing and 
confiderate minds, than that the ground 
which the congregational churches have 
loft of late years, the Anabaptifis have 
gained it, and the congregationalchurches 
may thank their mxt communion for it. 
The Anabapti/ts {eem to outward appear- 
ance at leaft, to hug and embrace the 
congregational churches, as fome did the 
queen: but how near both come to the 
ivy’s embracing the body of the oak, I 
leave unprejudiced men to determine. I 
hope I fhall die in the judgment of a 
great divine, who faid, that zm ecclefa 
evangelica, recte conftituta, Anabaptif- 
mus nemine eft tolerandus. In a gofpel 
church, faith he, Anabaptifm is by no 
means to be tolerated. 

‘ How applicable to the prefent pur- 
pofe, that ceremonial prohibition record- 
ed in Deut. xxii. 9. is, I humbly leave 
to the ferious confideration of the London 
minifters’, Thou shalt not fow thy vineyard 
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with divers feeds, left the fruit of thy feed, 
which thou haft fown, and the fruit of thy 
vineyard be defiled. 

Tuus we fee, the reverend gentlemen 
of the independent fcheme of religion, are 
of different minds, and behaviour towards 
the Baptij?s. One isnot pleafed with them 
for feparating ; another, for not feparating, 
and even angry with his brethren, for not 
compelling them fo to do; a third calum- 
niates them, for clofely adhering to what 
they believe in their confciences is their 
duty, and what Chrift has commanded 
them, and for which they have /uffered 
the lofs of all things ; and a great many of 
them, by the powers of this world, infti- 
gated thereto by cruel and unmerciful 
ptiefts, have been pafied from earth to 
heaven, in fiery chariots, and other engines; 
of whom, it may indeed be truly faid, 
the world was not worthy. 

Aut parties profefling chriftianity agree 


inthis; that dap¢i/m is the initiating ordi- 


nance into the church of Chrift [though 
there is fuch a great variety of differences 
even amongft the learned, refpecting other 
points in divinity, that fcarcely two of 
them are found univerfally to agree.] But 
men are fo fond of their own way, that 
when uppermo/?, they will fix the odious 
term of /chifmatick on all the reft. Thus 
the Romanifts denominate the church of 
England, and all other Proteftants, for re- 
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nouncing communion with them: the 
church of England turns the fame upon 
the Prefbyterians : the Pre/byterians throw 
it upon the Independents : and the indepen- 
dents lay it at the door of the Bapri/ts. 
But that the Bapti/is have enough in vindi- 
cation of themfelves and their principles, 
and even from the conceflions of the Pzdo- 
baptijis themfelves, I fhall endeavour to 
fhew in another place; and only obferve 
fomething here, from Mr. Baxter, their 
noted adverfary ; who {peaking of the full 
and proper ends, why God inflituted the 
ordinance of baptifm, ** lays, the aged be- 
ing, 1. The moft fully capable fubjects ; 
2. and the greater part of the world 
when dapti/m was inftituted, who were 
to be partakers of it; 3. and the moft 
excellent and eminent fubjects; 4. and 
of whom fcripture fully fpeaks, and but 
darkly of infants: therefore it is moft 
evident, that the full and proper ends, 
why God inftituted the ordinance, is 
rather to be fetched from the aged than 
from tnfants.’ 
Ir the gentlemen of the Pedo-bapti/t 
perfuafion, chufe to walk in this dark way, 
and fo hard to find, let them not blame 
the Baptifis, who chufe to walk in the 
light; feeing our Saviour himfelf fays, 
he that walketh in the dark fiurnbleth. Wilk 
any man in his right fenfes count him a 
Vou. Il. E wile 
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wife man, who choofes untrodden paths, 
when the beaten road lyeth before him? 
Why then does Mr. Neale and others, fix 
invidious cenfures on the Bapti/ts, when 
their Gempipg Mr. Baxter confefles, that 
of infants baptifm the {cripture foeaketh 
darkly ; but of bekevers, or the aged, that 
the fcripture fully fpeaketh ? With what 
confcience, either of duty to God, or 
comfort to the foul, can: any chriftian 
cleave to zafant ppt and defpife the 
baptifin of believers ? 

Mr, Baxter affirms,’ that he has proved, 
that it is Chrift’s rule, that perfons fhall 
be baptized without delay, when they are 
Ete made difciples. ‘ If any, fays he, 

« fhould be fo impudent, as to fay, it is 
‘ not the meaning of Chrift, that daptzz- 
‘ ing {hould immediately without delay 
follow at/cipling, they are confuted by 
‘ the conflant example of /erzpture. So 
* that I dare fay, that this will be out of 
doubt with all ra itio1 xal, confiderate, im- 
partial chriftians. If this be fo clear a 
truth, as proved by Mr. Baxter, then 
ee churches that fhall admit unbaptized 
perfons into full communion, they depart 
from Chrift’s rule, and walk by their own. 
And confequently all edzums unrepented 
of, fixed on the Bapti/fs, for their clofe 
adherence to Chrift’s rule, be they from 
What quarter foever, are unchriftian, and 
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reproveable ; and if unrepented of, muft 
be accounted for in the great and terrible 
day, when Chrift fhall appear, to reward 
every man according to his deeds, 

Mr. Thomas Collier, a man of great'Thomas 
moderation and ufefulnefs ; one who lived Colter. 
in thofe times, when preaching the gofpel 
was attended with very fevere trials. How- 
ever, he diligently continued in his Ma- 
fter’s fervice, and fuffered for his fake. He 
was imprifoned at Port/mouth, but how 
long he continued there Ido not find. The 
great fuccefs that attended his miniftry is 
teprefented by his Pre/byterian adverfaries, 
as doing much hart in Lamington, Hamp- 
ton, Waltham, and all along the Weft 
country. I find, that Gangrene author 
Mr. Edwards, calls him a great /ectary ; 
and fays, among many errors laid down 
by him, in his book called Certain Queries, 
he makes baptizing the children of the 
faithful, not only to be vain, but eviland 
finful. He has publifhed two intercepted 
letters of his to his chriftian friends, in 
which I find nothing worthy of contempt. 
They being fhort, I {hall here infert them; 
and they may ferve for an anfwer to all 
the impious clamour of that fcurrilous 
author againft fo pious and ufeful a 
man, 
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To the Saints in the order and fellowfhip of 
the gofpel in ‘Taunton, 


Your dear brother, Thomas Collier, defireth 
the increaf? of grace, and peace from 
God the Father, and from our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. 


Dear brethren and fifters, 

HAVE not had an opportunity of wri- 

ting unto you till now, altho’ my 
fpirit hath been up to the Lord for you 
continually. The Lord hath manifefted 


his prefence with me exceedingly, in my 


journey. I defire the Lord to raife your 


hearts in thankfulnefs. He hath gathered 
faints in Pool by me. Fourteen took up the 
ordinance at once; there is like to be a 
great work; and I confirmed the churches 
in other places. Iam not yet got fo far as 
London; but I fhall, I expect to-morrow. 
Dearly beloved, my defire and prayer to our 
father, on your behalf is, that you may 
live above, and then your fouls fhall not 
want comfort; and my exhortation to 
you is, to wait upon the Lord, in his 
own way, and not to look forth into 
the world; there is bread enough in your 
father’s Pome: there he hath promifed his 
prefence. Tho’ you feem to want gifts, 
vet you fhall not want the prefence of your 
father, your Jefus, if you wait upon him, 

I The 
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The unlimited power of the Prefbyterians is 
denied them {an unpardonable fault to 
talk at that rate] of which you fhall hear 
more fhortly. I defire to be remembred 
to ‘a my friends with you, and at prefent 
re 

Your dear brother in the faith and fel- 

lowfhip of the gofpel, 
“Cepia 20, Thomas Collier. 
I fhall fee you as fpeedily as poffibly I 
may. 


To the Saints in the order and fellowfhip of 
the gofpel. 


Y dear ones in the Lord Jefus, I 

falute you, defiring him who is our 

head and hufband, our life and liberty, 
our all and in all, to gather up our fouls 
more abundantly into the glorious unity 
and fellowfhip of the fon of God; that 
you may not live upon thefe lower things, 
which are but inftruments to convey light 
and love unto us: I mean, even ordinan- 
ces, or the like; which indeed are but as 
a fhell without the kernel, further than 
we enjoy Chrift in them. My dear ones, 
you are in. my heart continually, and my 
defire is to be with you as foon as poffible 
I can, to impart fome {piritual gifts unto 
you, and to enjoy fellowfhip in Jefus 
Chrift with you. But what is this? you 
are upon the heart of Chrift; nay, en- 
ay graven 


53 


ae 


TJ homas 


Lamb 


The History of the 
graven upon his hand, and fhall be had in 


everlafting remembrance before him. I 
ain much in hafte at prefent, the poft be- 
ing coming forth of town, only I have fent 
you thefe few lines, and two books here 
inclofed, as a remembrance of my love. 
I defire to be remembred to all my dear 
friends with you, and at prefent reft and 
remain 
Your dear brother, in the faith 
and fellowjhip of the gofpel, 
Lond. May z, , : 
1646, Thomas Collier. 


Mr. Thomas Lamb was a zealous and 
popular preacher among the Baprz/fs, dur- 
ing the tyranny of archbifhep Laud; and 
at his inftigation, was brought in chains 
from Colchefier, the place of his nativity, 
to London, for not conforming to the eftab- 
lifhed church, and for preaching to a fepa- 
rate congregation. He was brought before 
the court of Star-chamber, and called up- 
on to confefs, that he had adminiftred 
the facrament of the Lord’s-fupper; which 
if he had confeffed, he would have been 
panifoed. But without either owning or 
denying, he pleaded, that a fubject of 
England was under no obligation to bear 
witnefs againft himfelf. His wife went 
often to the Star-chamber-court, while her 
hufband was confined, and in behalf of 
eight children, earneftly folicited the arch- 

bifhop 
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bifhop to let her hufband have his liberty, 


which it was in his power to procure. But 
he called to the people about him to take 
away that troublefome woman. Mr, Lamb 
was in almoft all the goals in and about 
London ; always returning to his work of 
preaching, as foon as he got fite from con- 
finement, and was of fuch couragious re- 
folution, as often to fay, that the man was 
not fit to preach, who would not preach 
for God’s fake, tho’ he were fure to die for it 
as foon as he had done. He was made 
chaplain to a regiment in O//ver’s army, 
and died about the year 1672. 

Once, when this Mr. Lamb was to 
baptize a woman in Oldford river, which 
place was then much frequented for that 
purpofe; her hufband, a bitter enemy to 
the Bapzifls, brought a great {tone under 
his coat, defigning, as he afterwards con- 
feffed, to have thrown it at Mr. Lamé, 
while he ftood in the river. But he was 
fo much affected with the prayer he heard 
before the baptizing, that he dropped the 
ftone, fell into tears, and was himfelf the 
next perfon baptized. ‘There is a quarto 
book extant written by this Mr. Lend, in 
the year 1656, and dedicated to bis high- 
nefs the Proteéfor, intitled, Ab/olute free- 
dom of fin, by Chriff’s death for the world, 
as the object of faith, in oppofitton to con- 
ditional, fet forth by Mr. Johan Goodwin, 
in bis book intitled, Redemption redeemed, 
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and the final perfeverance of the faints pro- 
ceeding from election, by the grace of God 
alone, maintained, and fweetly reconctled 
with the aforefaid dottrine. And the great 
gueftion of God’s eternal decree of reproba- 
ting the unbelieving world cleared from that 
edium caft upon it by Mr.Goodwin. He 
wrote alfo a {mall céavo pamphlet, in- 
titled, The fountain of free grace opened. 
And a larger pamphlet in quarto, printed 
in the year 1642, intitled, 4 treatife of 
particular predeftination, wherein are an- 
{wered, three letters, the firft, tending to 


‘difprove particular predeftination : the 


fecond, to fhew the contradiction betwixt 
Chript’s dying for all, and God's election of 
fome: the third, to prove, that the foul doth 
not come from the parent, and confequently 
that there is no original fin. In which 
pamphlet, in aniwer to thefe three letters, 
he labours the fame argument, which runs 
thro’ the whole aforementioned book a- 
gaintt Goodwin, that is, the reconciling of 
particular election, with universal redemp- 
‘iON. 

I THINK it proper toobferve, that there 
was in thefe times another Thomas Lamb, 
who, together with Mr. Wiliam Allen, 
left the Bapti/fs, after they had for fome 
time preached amongft them, and became 
followers of Mr. Baxter, and afterwards 
conformed to the eftablithed church. That 
this Lavzb, who conformed, was not he of 

whom 
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whom I have given the aforegoing account, 
appears by the teftimony of a perfon now 
living, defcended from that firft-mentioned 
Mr. Lamb, who well knew him for many 
years to the time of his death; and who 
abfolutely affirms, that he to the laft con- 
tinued a diffenter, and a Baptiff. And 
moreover, that the church of which he 
was paftor, met in his own houfe, at the 
Spital near Norton-falgate; whereas Mr. 
Baxter's profelyte was, together with Mr, 
Allen, paftor of a people, that met in 
Lothbury. And further the name of the 
wife, whofe writing to Mr. Baxter was 
the immediate occafion of her hufband’s 
leaving the Bapéz/?s, was quite different 
from the name of the wife of Mr. Lamé, 
above defcribed ; and other circumftances 
might be mentioned if needful. 

’Tis indeed out of courfe to mention 
in this chapter perfons who never /uffered 
on account of their miniftry among the 
Baptifts. However, the reader I hope, 
will pardon the digreffion I here make, to 
vindicate the memory cf a man of great 
refolution and firmnefs, from that inftabi- 
lity, which otherwife might feem to be- 
long to his charaéter, Mr. Baxter's ac- 
count of Mr. William Allen, and Mr. Ti paghones 
mas Lamb is as follows: ‘ !' There was, Serra 
“ fays he, two very fober men in London, Allen. 
¢ Mr. Lamb, and Mr. Allen, who were 

* paftors 
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paftors of an Anabaptif? {eparated church. 
The wife of one of them, an extraordi- 
nary intelligent woman, wrote me a 
letter, that her hufband was in troubled 
thoughts, not about anabaptiftry, but 
about feparation upon that account; and 
that if I would write to him now, it 
might do him good. Which I did, 
and gave him many arguments to prove, 
that tho’ he fhould continue in his opi- 
nion againit infant baptifm, yet he ought 
not to make it a reafon of denying com- 
munion with his brethren of another 
mind. Thefe arguments met with 
thoughts of his own, that tended the 
fame way; and in conclufion he was 
fatisfied. Afterwards the fame woman 
perfuaded me to try with Mr. Allen alfo, 
who in conclufion was fatisfied, and they 
diffolved their church. When this was 
done, the men, being of extraordinary 
fincerity, and underftanding, were very 
zealous for the reduction of their brethren 


of the Anabaptifis way. And to that end, 


they had a meeting with divers of the 
moft moderate paftors of the re-baptized 
churches, and they defired my propofals 
or terms on which we might hold peace 
and communion with them. Thefe 
two brethren at laft caft off their Anabap- 
tifiry allo; and are now more zealous 


‘than other men againft independency 
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and feparation, by how much the more 
‘ they {marted by it.’ 

In another place, fays Mr. Baxter," Two 
© old friends that I had a hand hereto- 
fore in turning from Anabaptiftry and 
feparation, Mr. Thomas Lamb, and Mr. 
‘ William Allen, that followed Mtr. ‘fobn 
Goodwin, and afterwards became paftors 
* of an Anabaptift church, tho’ but ¢rade/~ 
men [they were men of underfianding be- 
fore] ‘ fell on writing againft feparation, 
* more ftrongly than any of the conform- 
able clergy; but in fenfe of their old 
error run now into the other extreme, 
efpecially Mr. Lamb, and wrote againft 
our gathering affemblies, and preaching 
when we are filenced.’ 

I rake the liberty further to obferve, 
tho’ I own it is not according to the ftrict 
tules of order, to do it here, that there 
was in thefe times one; who, far from 
following the example of his brethrens 
conftancy, deferted in fo fhameful a man- 
ner, the caufe he had undertaken to defend, 
that it muft be extenfive charity, which 
can fuppofe, that he did it from conviction 
of confcience; and tho’ after his confor- 
mity, he returned again to his brethren, 
whom he had forfaken, yet he never wiped 
off that blot, which the love of this world 


had fixed upon him, I mean Mr. Samuel. 
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mous Titus Oates. He was minifter of a 
Baptift church in Lincolnfhire, a popular 
preacher, and great difputant, and probably 
the fame who difputed with Mr. Sheffeild 
in Leicefter-caftle; of which mention is 
made by Dr. Calamy. His words are thefe: 
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" Mr. Oates, an Anabaptift, coming into 
the country, difturbed feveral congrega- 
tions, and difperfed publick challenges, 
to difpute with any minifter or minifters, 
upon the point of zufant bapti/m. Seve- 
ral juftices of the peace fent to Mr. Shef- 
‘feild, defiring him to accept the challenge, 
and difpute the point with him in Lesce/- 
ter-caftle. He yeilded to their defire, 
and by agreement, Sir Thomas Beaumont 
was moderator. At the entrance of the 
difpute, Mr. Sheffer/d openly protefted, 
that it was truth, and not victory, he 
was aiming at and purfuing: and that 
therefore, if he could not anfwer the ar- 
guments that fhould be brought againft 
him, cr maintain the points he pretended 
to defend, againft the oppofition that 
fhould be made againft them, he would 
frankly acknowledge it before them. He 
defired the fame of Mr. Oates, who alfo 
agreed. The difpute, fays he, continu- 
ed three hours, and was managed with 
great fairnefs and temper. At length 
Mr. Oates was gravelled with an argu- 
ment, and yet loudly called cn by the 

* people 
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* people prefent, either to anfwer, or, ac- 
‘ cording to his promife, to confefs he 
could not. Whereupon he frankly 
* confefled, that he could not at prefent 
* anfwer it.’ 

AFTER the Reftoration, he had a great 
place offered him by the duke of Yoré, 
which temptation prevailed with him to 
conform. He had the living of Ha/fings, 
in the county of Sufex. But fometime 
after, his confcience {mote him; he left 
his living, and returned to Mr. Lamé’s 
congregation, where he continued about 
Jive or fix years, till his death. 

BuT to return to thofe who remained 
ftedfaft. Mr. ‘fobn Gofnold, he was firft John 
a minifter of the eftablifhed church, a man Gofnold. 
of great learning and piety. In the time 
of the civil wars, when men were upon 
fearch after truth, and made the {criptures 
the ftandard of their enquiries, he became 
convinced, that the Bapti/ts were the only 
people, who clofely adhered in faith and 
practice to the written word; and accord- 
ingly he joined himfelf to them. He was 
chofe paftor of a congregation at Barbican 
in London, and was one of thofe minifters 
who fubferibed the Apology prefented to 
King Charles II. on occafion of Venner’s 
con{piracy. He was a pious practical 
preacher, of fingular modefty and mode- 
ration, unconcerned in the difputes of the 
times, and much efteemed and valued by 

men 
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men of note and dignity in the eftablifh- 
ed church; who, notwithftanding the 
change of his opinion in the point of 
baptifm, kept up a correfpondence with 
him. Particularly, he was intimate with 
Dr. Tillotfon, afterwards archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, and ufed to attend his week-day 
lecture. He was fo popular in his preaching, 
as to draw after him people of all denomi- 
nations. His audience, in a large building 
(which ftill continues no inconfiderable 
place of worfhip, tho’ eight or nine rooms 
have fince been taken out of it, and the 
upper gallery fo quite unoccupied) was 
ufually computed to be near three thoufand, 
and among them very often fix or /even 
clergy men in their gowns, who fat in a 
convenient place, under a large gallery, 
where they were feen by few. The great 
number of his auditors, and the figure 
which fome of them made, was fhortly 
after the fire of London the occafion of an 
application from the officers of the parifh 
of Cripplegate, in which his meeting ftood, 
defiring, that he would make a colleétion 
for the poor, who abounded in that parith, 
efpecially after that dreadful fire. Accord- 
ingly he made a collection, amounting to 
upwards of fifty pounds, and the church 
voluntarily continued the colleétion for a- 
bove ¢wenty years after. He publifhed a 
{mall treatife, intitled, Zhe doctrine of 
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bapti/ms ; and another concerning the laying 
on of bands. 
Dr. Calamy fays, ‘ °He was bred in 
the Charterhou/e {chool, and in Pembroke- 
hall in Cambridge ; and was afterwards 
chaplain to the lord Grey. He was a- 
gainit zafant bapti/i. He was deprived 
of his liberty of preaching, and forced 
to hide and fkulk, tho’ he was always 
peaceably minded, and never gave any 
difturbance to the government. He had 
a great zeal againft focinzani/m, making 
it much his bufinefs to expofe the opini- 
ons of fuch as were that way given, 
and to keep his people from that infection. 
He was much refpected by his flock. He 
is interred in the burying-ground near 
Bunbil-fields, where there is this infcrip- 
tion upon his Tomb-{tone. 
‘ Here lyeth the body of Mr. Sobn 
Gofnold, a faithful minifter of the gofpel, 
who departed this life Ocfober the third 
1678, and in the 53d year of his age.’ 
Mr. Fobn Bunyan, he was born at john 
Ejjton, in the county of Bedford, of honeft, Bunyan, 
but very poor parents. Yet they took 
care to give him that learning which was 
fuitable to their condition, bringing him 
up to read and write. But fo great was 
his natural depravity, and his pronenefs to 
all evil, that he quickly forgot both, being 
only w/e to do evil, and became fo nes 
or 
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for his impiety, that he declared himéfelf, 
that he was a fown-finmer, and the very 
ringleader of all the youth that kept him 
company, in all manner of vice and un- 
godlinefs. His converfation with a poor 
religious man fo affected him, that he be- 
took himfelf to reading of the bible, which 
produced fuch an outward reformation, 
both in his words and life, as filled his 
neighbours with wonder and aftonifhment ; 
and thofe that fpake ill of him before, be- 
gan now to praife-and commend him, both 
to his face, and behind his back. Not 
long after this, he went to Bedford; where 
the religious converfation of fome there, 
brought him to feel fome unufual agitations 
in his heart, and to be confcious to himéelf, 
that his condition was not fo good as he 
had thought it tobe; fo he began to make 
his condition known to thofe, whofe reli- 
gious difcourfe had been the occafion of 
his real converfion. Thefe acquainted 
Mr. Gifford, the paftor of the Baptift 
church there, who invited him to his houfe. 
And about the year 1655, Mr. Bunyan was 
baptized, and admitted a member of the 
Baptif? church at Bedford; who having 
had experience of the grace of God that 
was in him, and how eminently God had 
fitted him for the work of the miniftry, 
foon gave him a call thereto, And after 
he had fpent fome time privately in the 
exercife of his gifts, he was folemnly fet a- 

part 
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part, by fafting and prayer, for the more 
publick preaching of the word of God; 
and very ufeful was he, in the hand of 
God, to the converfion of many. One 
remarkable inftance, fays the author of his 
life,* I cannot omit, and that is, ‘ That 
“ being to preach in a church, in a coun- 
try village (before the reftoration of king 
Charles) in Cambridgefbire, and the peo- 
ple being gathered together in the church- 
yard, a Cambridge {cholar, and none of 
the fobereft of. them neither, enquired 
what the meaning of that concourfe of 
people was, it being upon a week-day ; 
and being told, that one Bunyan a tinker 
was to preach there, he gave a boy two- 
pence to hold his horfe, faying, he was 
refolved to hear the tinker prate; and fo 
he went into the church to hear him. But 
God met him there, by his miniftry, fo 
that he came out much changed, and 
would by his good-will, hear none but 
the tinker for a long time after ; he him- 
felf becoming a very eminent minifter 
in that country afterwards.’ 

THERE is amanufcript under Mr. Bun- 
yan’s hand, giving an account of his zm- 
prifonment, and of the conferences he had 
with fome of the clergy, and his examina- 
tions and pretended tryal, before the 
juftices, at their guarter-/efions, held at 
Bedford, too much to be fully tranfcribed 
in this place, it begins thus; 
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The relation of my imprifonment, za the 
month of November, 1660. 


HEN by the good hand of my 
God, I had for five or fix years 
together, without any interruption, freely 
preached the blefied gofpel of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and alfo had thro’ his bleffed 
grace, fome encouragement by his blefling 
thereupon; the devil, that old enemy of 
man’s falvation, took his opportunity to 
enflame the hearts of his vaflals againft me, 
infomuch that atthe laft, I was laid wait 
for, by warrant of a Juftice of the peace, 
and was takea and committed to prifon. 
The relation thereof is as followeth. 
Upon the twelfth of this inftant Novem- 
ber 1660, I was defired by fome friends 


in the country, to come to preach at Gan- 


Jel, near Harlington, in Bedford/hire; to 


whom I made a promife, if the Lord 
permitted, to be with them at the time ap- 
pointed. 

He was there (by virtue of a warrant 
granted by Francis Wingate, Efq; a Juftice 
of the peace) apprehended ; tho’ he might 
have efcaped their hands, having had pre- 
vious notice of the warrant againft him, by 
putting offtheir meeting. But he encouraged 
bimjelf in the Lord bis God, and after fome 
deliberation pro and con, refolved not to put 
it off; and faid, come be of good cheer, let 

us 
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us not be daunted, our caufe is good, we 
need not be afhamed of it; to preach the 
word is fo good a work, that we fhall be 
well rewarded, if we fuffer for it. 

Br inc taken, and had before jufticeWin- 
gate, who enquired of the officers, what 
they did, where they met, and what they 
had with them ; I tro’ fays Mr. Bunyan he 
meant, whether we had armour or not. But 
when he was told, they were only few, 
and met together to hear the word preach- 
ed, and no figns of any thing elfe, he was 
ata ftand; and after a few words with 
Mr. Bunyan, withed him to get /ureties, 
or elfe he would fend him to goal, The 
Jureties being ready, were called in, and 
told, if Mr. Bunyan preached, their bonds 
would be forfeited. Then faid Mr. Bun- 
yan, I fhall break them, for I fhall not 
leave {peaking the word of God, even to 
counfel, comfort, exhort, and teach the 
people among{ft whom I come; and farther 
faid, he thought preaching to be a work, 
that had no hurt in it, but was rather 
worthy of commendation than blame. 

WuitstT his mittimus was making, and 
the juftice withdrawn, Dr. Lindale began 
to taunt at him, with many reviling terms; 
but Mr. Bunyan fo anf{wered him, as foon 
put him to filence, The mzttzmus being 
made, he was committed to the officer, 
to becarried to the goal in Bedford. But 
as I was going, fays Mr. Bunyan, two of 
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my brethren met with me by the way, and 
defired the officer to ftay, fuppofing that 
they fhould prevail with the juftice, thro’ 
the favour of a pretended friend, to let me 
go at liberty: fo we did ftay, while they 
went to the juftice. And after much dif- 
courfe with him, it came to this; that if 
I would come to him again, and fay, 
fome certain words, 1 fhould be releafed ; 
which, when they told me, I faid, if the 
words were fuch, that might be faid with a4 
good confctence, I thould, or elfe I fhould 
not. So, thro’ their importunity, I went 
back again ; but not believing I fhould be 
delivered : for I feared, their fpirit was too 
full of oppofttion to the truth, to let me 
go, unle{s I fhould in fomething or other, 
difhonour my God, and wound my con- 
{cience. Wherefore as I went, I lift up 
my heart to God, for ght and ftrength, 
to be kept, that I might not do any thing, 
that might either di/honour him, or wrong 
my own foul, or bea grief or difcourage- 
ment to any, that was inclining towards 
Jefus Chritt. 

Mr. Bunyan being come back to the 
juftice’s, Mr. Fo/fer of Bedford, with much 
feeming affection, faid to him, How doft 
thou do, ‘chun Bunyan? who anfwered, 
that, bleffed be God, he was well. Says 
Mr. Foffer, if you will promife ¢o call the 
people no more together, you fhall have your 
liberty to go home ; for my brother is very 
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Joth to fend you to prifon, if you will but 
be ruled. Much pra and con, was held 
between Mr. Bunyan and Mr. Fofter, a- 
bout what was meant by calling the people 
together. And when he found Mr. Bunyan 
was at a point with him, and could not be 
moved, nor prevailed upon to leave preach- 
ing; hetoldthejuftice, that then he muft 
fend him away to prifon, and that he 
would do well, if he would prefent them 
all, that were the caufe of his coming a- 
mongit them to meetings. And verily, 
fays Mr. Bunyan, as I was going forth of 
the doors, I had much ado, to forbear fay- 
ing unto them, that I carried the peace of 
God along with me. But I held my peace; 
and, blefied be the Lord, I went away to 
prifon with God’s comfort in my poor foul. 
After he had lain in the goal five or fix 
days, means were attempted to procure his 
liberty by bond{fmen; for fo ran his mztt1- 
mus, that he fhould lie there till he could 
find fureties, and had the promife of juftice 
Crumptonat El/tow. But he defiring to fee his 
mittimus, which ran to this purpofe, that he 
went about to feveral conventicles in this 
country, tothe great difparagement of the 
government of thechurch of England, &c. 
upon which he faid, there might be fome- 
thing more againft him, than was expreffed, 
and therefore he being but a young man, 
durft not do it, This, fays Mr. Bunyan, my 
goaler told me ; and I was not at all daunt- 
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ed, but rather glad, and faw evidently 
that the Lord had heard me. For before 
I went down to the juftice, I begg’d of 
of God, that if I might do more good, by 
being at liberty, than in prifon, that then I 
might be fet at liberty; but if not, his 
will be done. I was not altogether without 
hopes, but that my imprifonment might be 
an awakening to the faints in the country. 
Therefore I could not tell well what to 
chufe; only Tin that manner did commit 
the thing to God. And verily, at my re- 
turn, I did meet my God fveetly in prifon, 
again comforting me, and fatisfying me, 
that it was his will and mind, that I fhould 
be there ; none can exprefs what joy I had. 
For when I came back again to prifon, as 
I was mufing at the flender anfwer of the 
young juftice ; this word dropt in upon my 
heart with fome life, For he knew that for 
envy, they bad delivered him. 

AFTER even weeks imprifonment, he 
was brought to the guarter-/effions held at 
Bedford: and the bill of zadictment prefer- 
red againft him was, That be did dewilifhly, 
and pernicioufly abjtain from coming to 
church to hear divine fervice, and is a 
common upholder of feveral unlawful meet- 
ings and conventicles, to the great diftur- 
bance, and diftraction of the good fubjects of 
this kingdom, contrary to the laws of our 


fovereign Lord the King, &c: 


WueEN this was read, the clerk of the 
I fef- 
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feflions faid unto him, What fay you to 
this? 

Mr. Bunyan replied, that as to the firft 
part of it, he was a common frequenter of 
the church of God, a member of them 
over whom Chrift isthe head. Much time 
was {pent in queftions about the Common- 
prayer, &c. and juftice Keeling in the end 
told him, he was not fo well verfed in 
{cripture, as to difpute, and that they could 
not wait upon him any longer: but faidto 
him, Do you not confefs the indictment? 
do you not? 

Says Mr. Bunyan, not till now, I faw 
I was indicted. I faid, this I confefs, we 
have had many meetings together, both to 
pray to God, and exhort one another: and 
we had the {weet comforting prefence of 
the Lord amongft us, for our encourage- 
ment, bleffed be his name. 

TueEn faid juftice Keeling, hear your 
judgment. You muft go back again to 
prifon, and there lie for zhree months fol- 
lowing ; andat the three months end, if you 
do not fubmit to go tochurch, to hear di- 
vine fervice, and leave your preaching, you 
mutt be bani/bed the realm ; and if, after fuch 
a day as fhall be appointed you to be gone, 
you fhall be found in this realm, Gc. or 
be found to come over again, without a 
{pecial licence from the king, you muft 
Stretch by the neck for it, 1 tell you plainly ; 
and fo bid the goaler have him away. Mr. 
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Bunyan an{wered, as to this matter, he 
was at a point with him, for if he was out 
of prifon to day, he would preach the gof- 
pel again to-morrow, by the help of God. 

Tuus, fays Mr. Bunyan, I departed 
from them ; and I can truly fay, I blefs the 
Lord Jefus Chrift for it, that my heart 
was fweetly refrefhed in the time of my 
examination, and alfo afterwards at my 
returning to prifon; fo that I found 
Chrift’s words more than bare trifles, 
where he faith, J will give a mouth and 
wifdom, even fuch as all the adverfartes 
fhall not refift or gainfay; and that bis 
peace no man can take from us. 

AFTER he had continued twelve weeks 
longer in prifon, Mr. God, the clerk of the 
peace, went to admonifh him, and de- 
mand of him /ubmiffion to the church of 
England; a long conference was held be- 
tween him and Mr. Bunyan, and, in the 
end, Mr. Bunyan told him, the law had 
provided two ways of obeying; the one 
was todo that which he in his confcience 
did believe he was bound to do aé#ively ; 
and where he could not obey ad#ively, he 
was willing to lie down and fuffer what 
they fhould do unto him. 

AFTER I had, fays Mr. Bunyan, re- 
ceived this fentence of banifhing or hang~ 
ing from them, juft when the time drew 
nigh, in which I fhould have abjured, or 
done worfe, came the time in which the 
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king was to be crowned. Now, at the 
coronation of kings, there is ufually a 
releafement of divers prifoners, by virtue 
of the king’s coronation, in which privi- 
lege alfo, I fhould have had my fhare, but 
that they took me for a conviéted perfon ; 
and, therefore, unlefs I fued out a pardon, 
I could have no benefit thereby. Yet, 
forafmuch as the coronation proclamation 
did give liberty, from the day the king 
was crowned, to that day fwe/ve-month, to 
fue my pardon out; therefore, tho’ they 
would not let me out of prifon, as they 
let out ‘¢houfands, yet they could not 
meddle with me, as touching the execu- 
tion of their fentenee, becaufe of the li- 
berty afforded for the fuing out of par- 
dons; whereupon I continued in prz/on 
till the next affizes, 1661. 

Now, at that dfizes, by reafon I would 
not leave any poffible means unattempted, 
that might be lawful, I did, by my wife, 
prefent a petition to the judges ¢hree times, 
that I might be heard, and that they 
would impartially take my cafe into con- 
fideration. 

Mucu trouble did attend the poor wo- 
man, but without any fuccefs, his enemies 
being fo prevalent, that he was kept a 
prifoner from fé/ions to fe/fions, and from 
one afize to another, without being per- 
mitted to appear before the judges to fpeak 
for himfelf. And thus he continued in 
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prifon twelve years, for the teftimony of 
a good confcience. During which time, 
though he /aboured with his hands, to mi- 
nifter to his own, and to his family’s ne- 
ceffities, yet he wrote feveral excellent and 
ufeful treatifes; particularly The Holy City, 
Chriftian Behaviour, the Refurrection of 
the Dead, Grace abounding to the chief of 
Szaners, and feveral others. 

Arter his enlargement, which was ob- 
tained by the means of that worthy pre- 
late Dr. Barlow, bifhop of Lincoln, he 
made it a great part of his bufinefs, to vi- 
iit the faints of Gop abroad, paying his 
chriftian acknowledgements to them; ef- 
pecially fuch who were a fupport to him 
under his fufferings, preaching the Go/pel 
wherever he came, and exhorting all, nor 
to be afraid or afbamed of taking up the 
crofs of Chrift, or to forfake the affembling 
of themfelves together, tho’ the laws were 
againft it, as knowing that God ought 
to be obeyed before man. 

. He was a man ofa piercing judgment, 
and had a great infight into things, as ap- 
peared in the reign of king ‘fames II. 
when Liberty of confcience was fo unexpect- 
edly given to diflenters in general. He 
{aw it was not out of kindnefs to them, 
and acknowledged, that liberty of confci- 
ence was good, and was every man’s birth- 
right by a divine charter; but he could not 
believe, it was then given out of a good 

end, 
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prefent liberty, was but to introduce a d/ack 
cloud of flavery upon them, when once 
the detigns then laying, were ripe for 
execution ; and therefore exhorted his con- 
gregation at Bedford, and others alfo, to 
make ufe of the Ninevites remedy, to 
avert the impending ftorm. 

Ir was his conftant practice, when he 
had his liberty, to come up once a year to 
London, and to preach in feveral places 
there, but more particularly in Southwark, 
near the Fazlcon ; and his labours met 
with a general acceptance from all his nu- 
merous auditors. 

Tue laft act of his life, was a /abour 
of love and charity. A young gentleman, 
who was his neighbour, having fallen un- 
der the difpleafure of his father, he defired 
Mr. Bunyan to be the inftrument of mak- 
ing up the breach, which he both under- 
took, and happily effected. But in his re- 
turn to London, being overtaken with ex- 
ceffive rains, and coming to his lodgings 
very wet, he fell fick of a violent fever, 
which, in ten days, put a period to his 
life. He died Augu/? 17, 1688, in the 
sgth year of his age. His works, which 
were many, are now collected, and pub- 
lifhed in two volumes in folio. 

Mr. Thomas Grantham, a faithful and Thomas 
laborious minifter of Chrift. He began toi 
feck the Lord very early, and pee” 

made 


76 


The History of the 


made a profefiion of his faith, by being 
baptized, and joining himfelf to the dap- 
tized church, gathered at Boffon in Lin- 
colnfhire, about the 19th year of his age. 
He waiting in the church of God, foon 
obtained favour of the Lord, to know his 
will, and alfo abilities to make the fame 
known unto others. In the profecution 
of this work, he had the honour to be 
made a /fufferer for the fake of Chrift and 
his caufe, for he foon became the object 
of fatan’s hate; and, as a confequence 
thereof, was thrown into Lzncoln goal, 
where he well employed his time, and 
wrote the firft tract, which bears the 
title of, Lhe Prifoner againft the Prelate, 
&c. This book contains the reafons of 
Jeparation from the church of England 
as by law eftablifhed, as maintained by the 
baptized churches. The argument is clofe 
and nervous, though writ in verfe, and 

contains about ten fheets in fimall oéfavo. 
The confeflion of faith, in the appen- 
dix, Vol. I. N® 4. was by him delivered 
into King Charles the IId’s own hands. 
It was written in a time of great danger, 
and the defigned brevity made way for too 
much ambiguity, infomuch that the fame 
much affected Mr. Grantham, which was 
the caufe of his fpeaking more fully on 
this fabject, in his Prifoner againft the 
Prelate, and fubjoining the teftimony of 
antiquity, for the better underftanding of 
each 
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each article, in his Chri/tiani/mus Primiti- 
vus, lib. 2. chap. 5. and more particularly 

in his Sigh for Peace, p. 104, &e. 
THERE Is extant, a manufcript of Mr, 
Grantham’s, intitled, Chri/tianitas reftau- 
rata, or Chrifttanity reftored ; by which 
it appears, that about the year 1644, there 
arofe a reformed chriftian church, in the 
fouth marfh parts of Lincolnfhtre, which 
endured great perfecution in their names, 
and fubftance, by unjuft flanders and con- 
fifcations; becaufe, in their adminiftration 
of baptifm, they rejected the cro/s, and the 
Jponfors, tho’, at the fame time, they re- 
tained the mode of fprinkling. But being 
a pious and holy people, and zealous in 
the fervice of God, when further light ap- 
peared to them, they gladly adhered to it, 
and very readily fet forward a reformation. 
But further reformations occafioned fome 
difagreements, that, in the end, iffued in 
fuch difunion, that in the year 1651, there 
were but four perfons who refolved to 
keep clofe to the /er7pture rule, re{pecting 
baptifm by immerfion, upon the profeffion 
of faith, Thefe (with the affiftance of Mr. 
Grantham, who procured for them mini- 
fters to preach to them publickly, whilft 
himfelf exercifed his own gifts among 
them privately) by the bleffing of God, 
foon increafed in number; and, in the 
year 1656, chofe Mr. Grantham to be 
their paftor, tho’ he was then but twenty 
two 


77 


78 


John 
Watts. 


The History of the 


two years of age. Being thus fettled in a 
church ftate, they, like a very fruitful 
vineyard, grew and encreafed very much, 
and fent forth feveral minifters to preach 
the gofpel; who, tho’ they were refpected 
by fome, yet others ufed them very un- 
civilly, and in particular the clergy, who, 
by warrants, brought Mr. Grantham, and 
feveral others, before the magiftrates ; but 
having nothing to fupport their accufations 
againft them, but forged ffories and hes, 
the wifdom of the magiftrates foon per- 
ceived their innocency, and the malice of 
their perfecutors, and therefore fet them 
all at liberty. And they went on chear- 
fully, and publickly preaching the word, 
not only at Ha/ton, but alfo in many other 
places, tho’ they met with much rude 
treatment from the mobs, who would 
fometimes, in a very uncivil manner, in- 
terrupt them in their difcourfes, and fome- 
times drag them out of doors and /fone 
them ; all which they bore with patience, 
and treated their rude adverfaries with mo- 
defty and meeknefs. At length they ob- 
tained a grant of Northolm-chapel, where 
they remained fome years preaching Chrift, 
and bearing up his caufe, thro’ the frowns, 
{cofts, and jeers of their enemies, and had 
many feals to their miniftry ; in the num- 
ber of which, was Mr. Yobn Watts, a 
perfon very eminent, of honeft repute, 
and of good note in thofe parts ; he was 
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bred up at the wniverfity, and becaufe he 
could not clofe with the cuftoms and ce- 
remonies thereof, he obtained no dignity 
or preferment in the church; but in time 
became the paftor of a daptifed church, 
which met together in his own houfe. 
AFTER the reftauration, fham plots 
were contrived, in order to enfnare and 
arraign them, but without effect. And 
Mr. Radley, who was a mortal enemy to 
the Bapti/ts, by virtue of the Bartholomew 
act, went with an armed force to their 
meeting, with defign to take them up; 
but the foldiers beholding their innocent 
deportment, the fury of them was turned 
afide, and they went away difmayed, to 
the great mortification of their leader. 
This Radley, tho’ a gentlemen, when he 
had done all he could againft the Bapiz/ts, 
grew very poor, became a bankrupt, and 
died of the plague at London. His wife 
was expofed to great poverty, and his 
children thrown upon the town, to be 
maintained. Some of them were relieved 
by thofe very Bapti/ts whom their father 
had perfecuted. And, indeed, moft of 
thofe who were forward in oppofing this 
church, were, by the providence of God, 
ftrangely cut off, the effect of which was, 
that feveral, who would not be otherwife 
convinced, when they faw this, gave glory 
to God, and were baptized. 
AgouT the year 1662, Mr. Grantham 
was 
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was taken up, and carried before a ma- 

iftrate, who bound him over to the af 
frxes held for the county of Lincoln, and 
the Bapti/is were forely harraffed, with 
the levies of 20/, per month for not going 
to the eftablifhed church. Whereupon 
this church refolved by a petition to fpread 
their cafe before the king, humbly im- 
ploring his grace and favour, and tobe re- 
lieved from thofe fevere oppreffions. Pur- 
fuant to this refolution, they chofe two 
meffengers, viz. Mr. Thomas Grantham, 
and Mr. ‘fofeph Wright, who being ad- 
mitted into the king’s prefence, declared 
their grievances to him, and prefented to 
him their brief confeffion, or declaration 
of faith, fet forth by the baptized churches, 
to inform all men of their innocent belief, 
and praétice, anno 1661. 

Tue king received their petition, and 
the declaration of faith, treated the meffen- 
gers very courteoufly, protefted againft the 
cruelty exercifed on them by their ene- 
mies, and promifed them, that they fhould 
have their liberties, and accordingly fet 
forth his declaration in their favour, the 
26th of December following ; and they 
who had _ been indicted for religion, were 
at the next /é/fons, or affixes, acquitted in 
open court, tothe fhame and vexation of 
their enemies, who were upon the bench, 

WueEn the Conventicle a took place, 
another perfecution, came upon the 
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churches, and foldiers were fent to difarm 
thofe, that diffented from the eftablithed 
church, And tho’ they could not find any 
arms in the pofleffion of the Baptifis, yet 
they rifled their houfes, and took away 
their goods, and forced Mr. Grantham, 
Mr, Fohn Gree, and feveral others, away 
from their wives and families, making 
them run along like /acqueys by their horfes 
fides; nor would they tell them whither 
they defigned to lead them, nor whether 
they fhould be profecuted by law, or 
punifhed by force of arms. However, 
they were forced to go where the foldiers 
pleafed , who.dragged them from town to 
town ; but night coming on, they put up 
at an inn, where they put their pri/oners 
in a room not fit for entertainment, and 
fo tied them up all night, that they could 
take no reft; nor would the foldiers take 
any themfelves, but fat up near them, 
damning and {wearing, drinking and fing- 
ing, making the place like a hell, to thofe 
devout and pious fouls; and when the 
morning came, they had them away to 
Louth, put them into the houfe of correc- 
tion and afterwards had them before the 
committee, where inftead of charging 
them with any crimes, they fought by 
en{naring queftions, to pick up fomething 
to accufe them with; then tendred oaths 
to them, and afked, if they would conform 
to the eftablithed worfhip of the church of 

Vor, III. G Eng- 
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England. And here, tho many of the 
diflenting Pedo-baptifis turned, for fear 
of fuffering; yetthe Bapti/ts had ftrength 
and courage enough, to ftand the tryal, 
and fo three of them, viz. Mr. Grantham, 
Mr. Yohn Gree, and Mr. Fohn Green, 
were by ftrict command fent to goal, 
where they lay half a year. In which 
time the a/izes came on, and their ene- 
mies prevented their being heard at that 
time ; but afterwards they were brought 
before the juftices, at the guarter-fefiens, 
where the bench refufed to own them, or 
proceed to hear their caufe. Upon which, 
the fheriff faid, that as he had fhewed 
them in open court, he was free from his 
charge, and fo they were all fet at liberty. 

Soon after this, the enemies of Mr. 
Grantham attempted his ruin, by bring- 
ing an action againft him, of ome hundred 
pounds, under a pretence, that he with 
force of arms did beat, and uncivilly en- 
treat, the wife of a certain perfon, and 
this for no other reafon, but becaufe he 
had baptized her. But to the fhame of 
his profecutors, the caufe at the next 
affizes was thrown out of court, as a 
malicious profecution. 

Upon his majetty’s zudulgence, fet forth 
by a declaration in March 1671, granting 
liberty to the diffenters to meet and wor- 
fhip God according to the light of their 
confciences, without reftraint or diftur- 
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bance, provided their teachers were licenf- 
ed, their doors fet open, and preached no 
fedition; Mr. Grantham, with another 
meffenger, was fent by the Baptiffs in 
Lincolnfbire, to wait upon his majefty, 
with an humble addrefs, or remonfirance : 
In which, after praife to Almighty God, 
with thanks to his majefty for the indul- 
gence he was gracioufly pleafed to grant 
them, of holding publick affemblies for 
the worfhip of God, they fet forth, 
wherein they thought his royal declara- 
tion infringed that liberty, which as 
chriftians they hada right to; and befeech- 


ing him to leave them to the light of . 


{cripture, with refpect to the exercife of 
thofe {piritual gifts of prayer, and preach- 
ing in their afflemblies, according to their 
abilities, for the edification of the church, 
where gifts are free; that they fhould con- 
tinue in this practice, till they obtain his 
permiffion ; afluring his majefty, that no 
lefs liberty than the fcriptures exprefs, 
would fatisfy the church of God. And 
then they concluded with thanks to his 
majefty for all his lenity ; praying that 
God would magnify grace in his princely 
foul, that whilft he reigned here on earth, 
he might excel in all true honour, and 
after this life enjoy a crown of immortali- 

ty, andathrone of glory in heaven. 
Tue fteadinefs, zeal, and piety of the 
Baptifts in Lincolnfhire, created them ma- 
Cz ny 
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ny enemies, who endeavoured to opprefs 
them to the uttermoft. They wrote in 
vindication of themfelves a fmall piece 
that was never publifhed, intitled, Te 
Baptifts complaint againft the perfecuting 
priefts, &c. This was drawn up by Mr. 
Grantham, and introduced thus: 

AutTHo’ we acknowledge ourfelves 
fundry ways obliged to honour many of 
the learned of the church of England; 
yet feeing fome of them are fo evidently 
of a perfecuting fpirit, as that they daily 
feek our utter ruin, both by perfecuting us 
themfelves, and by ftirring up thofe that 
are in authority to trouble us, by imprifon- 
ment and feizure of our goods, we are 
therefore conftrained to exhibit this our 
juft complaint ; and the rather, becaufe 
we have faithfully endeavoured to obtain 
peace and brotherly concord with them, 
both by our friendly deportment, and by 
propofing in a more publick manner, fuch 
things in our friendly epiftle to the bifbops 
and minifters of the church of England, 
as alfo in our Apology for the baptized be- 
fevers, as does, we truft, fufficiently evi- 
dence, that there is nothing more dear to 
us, than truth, and peace with all that call 
on the name of our Lord Fefus Chrift. 

To complain againft any out of a pee- 
vith humour, or as murmuring at their 
profperity, becaufe we cannot have our 
own wills, is a temper below a chriftian. 

® Manufcript penes me. But 
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But to complain againft malicious, de- 
bauched and cruel pra¢tices, is part of the 
work of thofe, who are to bear a tefti- 
mony for God. After Hob had fuffered 
many things from the Chaldeans, who 
{poiled him of his fubftance, he makes 
his moan thus: * Even to day is my complaint 
bitter, my ftroke is heavier than my groan- 
ing. And the P/almi/? thus: > I poured out 
my complaint before him, I fhewed before 
bim my trouble, there was no man that would 
know me, no man cared for my foul. In the 
way wherein I walked, have they privily 
laid a fnare for me. And Fob, again, As for 
me, 1s my complaint to man? And if it were 
fo, why fhould not my fpirit be troubled ? 

Now, our cafe being, as we believe, 
much like the cafe of thefe good men, we 
do alfo make our juft complaint ; that we 
live among thofe, who by their place 
fhould be men of peace and meeknefs, 
but are far otherwife, fo haughty, a man 
can fcarce tell how to fpeak to them; 
and when we {peak of truth and peace, 
they are for war, bitterly calling us damn- 
ed phanaticks and hereticks, even in their 
pulpits;, only becaufe we diffent from them 
in fome things which the moft learned 
confefs have neither precept nor precedent 
in the word of God. 

We have born the unkind ufage of 
many of our countrymen, and of perfe- 
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cuting priefts in particular for more than 
thirty yeats. For in the time of Crom- 
well’s ufurpation, they did then hale us 
before the judgment feats, becaufe we could 
not worfhip God, after the will of their 
Lord Protector ; for fo they ftiled him in 
their articles againft us. And we had 
then our goods taken away, and never re- 
ftored to this day. 

Anp left the reader fhould here fuppofe 
we provoked thefe men, by witholding 
their dues; let him know, that we gave 
them their demands as well as any, and 
perhaps from better principles than fome 
others. For we confider, that when we 
either hire, or purchafe land, the tenth is 
excepted, and fo notours, But yet, it is 
alfo to be confidered, that they were not 
given to maintain men in drunkenness, 
lording, perfecuting and ruining fuch as 
fear God, merely becaufe they diffent from 
them in the things aforefaid. Yet thus 
goes the bufinefs in thefe days; by which 
unreafonable practices, they outdo the 
falfe prophets which were of old; for they 
prepared war againft thofe as did not put 
into their mouths; but thefe devour thofe 
that labour to maintain them. 

Nor fhall we as yet make a particular 
rebearfal of the fufferings of the baptized 
believers in this nation, having learned with 
‘Ferome to fay, if at any time for the 
commandment of God, and the verity of 


faith, 


EnGuisu BaprisrTs. 


faith, the priefts, or falfe prophets, or fool- 
ifh people, be angry with us, let us not 
efteem or make any account of it, but let 
us keep the commandments of God; not 
thinking on our troubles which are pre- 
fent, but beholding the goodnefs to come, 
Let it fuffice then, that we briefly touch, 
or reflect upon the things which have come 
upon us in * onecounty only, tho’ we be 
but few in number, and generally poor 
men, becaufe there may be a more general 
account of thefe things tran{fmitted to po- 
fterity. And 

1. We have fuftained not lefs than 
the imprifonment of one hundred per- 
fons, fome by the writ de capiendo, others 
by the writ guz tam: fome for hearing, 
others for preaching the word of God; 
not any man amongft us being any ways 
concerned in plotting, or any mifdemeanor, 
againft our lord the king; for which we 
give thanks to God, with prayer, that he 
may have a long and happy reign over us. 

2. We have born the tryal of no lefs 
than three hundred levies, fome for 60, 40, 
20, and 10 pounds, fome for 2 pence 
per week, which by the often repetition of 
them, have weakened many poor men, and 
caufed fome to remove their habitations. 

3. InpicTMENTs at the affizes, and 
feflions, upon the /fatute for 2 pence per 
week, and twenty pound per month; we 
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have had the trial of not lefs than a thou- 
fand, which has been no {mall charge to 
thofe who have been profecuted there. 

4. PRESENTMENTS, and excommuni- 
cations in the commiflary courts we have 
had fome hundreds, to the great prejudice, 
as well as charge, of many of us; with 
many other particular vexations from pri- 
vate perfons, not here to be inferted. And 
yet, we truft, we may humbly ufe the 
words of the Pfalmift; // this 1s come upon 
us, yet have we not forgotten thee; neither 
have we dealt deceitfully in thy covenant.® 
But thefe things have contributed, in ge- 
neral, to our more full affurance that the 
truth is with us, in the things wherein we 
diffent from thofe who perfecute us. And 
in this holy confidence we hope to pafs 
thro the valley of the fhadow of death, if 
our God fhall call us toit. For we believe, 
and are fure, to perfecute is no mark of the 
true church, but to fuffer perfecution is fo; 
and that that religion is not worth profef- 
fing in a time of peace, which is not worth 
owning in the time of the greateft 
trouble. 

They obferved that two ftrange doctrines 
were {pread abroad in their day, viz. That 
there was no fuch thing as pa/ffve obedi- 
ence for the caufe of religion. That 
kings are fo far znfallible, as that what re- 
ligion they eftablith is the true worfhip of 

© Pfalm xliv, 17,18. 
God 
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God in their dominions. Strange doétrines 
indeed! and the better to propagate them, 
they were thruft into their common al- 
manacks, and very much inlarged upon, 
To thefe doctrines they replied, that the 
firft could not be true, becaufe it con- 
demned the generation of the juft in all 
ages, from righteous -4be/ to the prefent 
day; who, it is certain, did fuffer all kinds 
of torment for the caufe of religion, and 
committed themfelves therein to almighty 
God in well-doing, as into the hands of a 
faithful Creator. And alfo that it did con- 
demn the Lord of life and glory himfelf, 
who learned obedience by the things which he 
Juffered. And further that it did condemn 
the doétrine of the gofpel, which teacheth 
all chriftians to fuffer patiently, afluring 
the profeffors of it, that all that will hve 
godly in Chrift Fefus, muft fuffer perfecution, 
and that they muft thr’ many tribulations 
enter into the kingdom of God. Neither 
could the /écond doctrine be true, fay they, 
unlefs truth and falfehood be the fame 
thing, when diverfified only in refpect of 
place. For do not fome kings eftablith 
heathen idolatry, or the worthip of falfe 
and many gods, fome Turcifim, fome 
Popery, and fome the Protefiant religion? 
are not thefe religions in many things pal- 
pably contradi€tory ? And is it poffible, for 
all thefe to be the true worfhip of ae 
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Sure the very mention of fuch doétrines as 
thefe, is a fufficient confutation of them. 

Wuart is here faid of the Bapti/ts in 
Lincolnfbire, may very well be afcribed to 
Mr. Grantham, as the perfon who greatly 
encouraged the churches under their fuffer- 
ings, and chiefly directed them in all their 
proceedings. He wrote, and publifhed a 
book, intitled, The Pedo-baptifts apology 
for the baptized churches, being certain 
extracts from their writings; by whofe 
teftimonies it appears, that the Baptz/ts 
mode and fubject of baptifm, is the moft 
ancient and apoftolical; and that zufant 
baptifm is anovelty, and confequently that 
the fufferings the Bapfti/fs were under, 
were no lefs their glory, than the fhame of 
their perfecutors. But the book I have 
not feen. 

Mr. Henry D’anvers, a worthy man, 
of an unfpotted life and converfation, joint 
elder to a baptized congregation near A/d- 
gate. He wrote a treatife of baptifm, 
which fo ftirred up the Pedo-baptifts a- 
gainft him, that he was obliged to write 
feveral replies to Mr. Wills, Mr. Blinman, 
and Mr. Baxter in defence thereof. The 
fame was afterward well defended, by Mr. 
Tombes, Mr. Hutchinfon, and Mr. Delaune, 
againft Mr. Wills, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Whi- 
ton, and Mr. Walker. 

THE undue, and uncomely reflections, 
the haughty, bitter, wrathful, and pro- 
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voking fpirit that appears in the books of 
Wills, Baxter, &c. fo unbecoming chri- 
{tian candour, their holy profeflion, or 
the nature of the ordinance treated of, are 
too grofs to be mentioned ; and therefore I 
leave them, as unworthy of notice. Mr. 
Wills did appeal to the Bapriffs, and charge 
Mr. D’anvers with mifquoting his authors, 
perverting their fenfe, and fathering upon 
them what they did not fay. The Bap- 
tifts examined his charge, went thro’ all 
the particulars thereof, and returned an 
anfwer to Mr. Wills, 


SIR, (fay they,) 


E have ferioufly confidered your 

appeal againft Mr. D’anvers; 

and have alfo heard, and carefully weigh- 
ed the defence he makes thereto; and in 
order to give you an impartial judgment, 
as you call us to, have defired fome of 
our number diligently to examine the 
authors cited by you both. And tho’ it 
appears to us, that Mr. D’anvers has 
earneftly endeavoured an accommoda- 
tion, in a more private and friendly 
manner, betwixt you and him, fo to 
rectify miftakes on any hand, which, 
had it been accepted of, might have faved 
this trouble; and that the method you 
have ufed in this appeal be unufual, and 
unlike the pattern you feem to take; an 
appeal in thefe cafes being then only 
* proper, 
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proper, when the party appealed againft 


appears to be contumacious, and ftub- 
born, as to reject and ftand out againft 
juft conviction, and admonition; which 
we find not to be juftly chargeable upon 
Mr. D’anvers ; whether it be not your 
own overfight, we hope you will in time 
be fenfible of; yet we fay, we fhall not 
infift upon that confideration. And, to 
give you and the world the fatisfaction 
expected from us, fome of us whofe 
names are fubfcribed, have examined 
the particulars you charge him with, 
and find fome miftakes and efcapes on 
Mr. D’anvers’s fide, which he ingenu- 
oufly acknowledges, and we hape, may 
be to your full fatisfaction, as it cannot 
in juftice but be to ours, fince, as you 
feem to hint, a publick owning is what 
you expect. 

‘ Some of the particulars in your ap- 
peal we find to be io trivial, and infig- 
nificant, that they deferve not to be 
mentioned, and deem his an{wers return- 
ed to them refpectively, fufficient to 
fatisfy the reader, Others of your 
charges he traverfes, and joins iffue with 
you, atthe bar you have brought it to ; 
and the moft material of thefe, we now 
remark to you ; fo that what he acknow- 
ledges, and what’s inconfiderable, and 


‘ what’s here further examined, compre- 


¢ 


hends your whole appeal, 
I THEY 
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and having gone through them, conclude 
thus : 


a 


a 


SIR, 

E have given a true, and im- 

partial reprefentation of the par- 
ticulars, as we find them; being, as we 
conceive, the principal matters under our 
cognizance, omitting the lefs material; 
and do recommend them to your chri- 
{tian confideration, hoping that your fe~ 
tious review of them will difcover them 
to be yourerrors. Andas Mr. D’anvers 
has publickly owned what of miftake 
he is convinced of in his anfwer to your 
appeal; {o it is juftly expected, you will 
alfo, according to your promife in the 
preface to your appeal, do the fame in 
thefe particulars. And fince your charges 
do not appear to be true, to the fatisfac- 
tion of all impartial perfons ; but, on the 
contrary, great miftakes on your fide; 
you will not, we hope, think it unjuft, if 
we acquit him, and reflect the blame of 
the charge upon yourfelf, as you defire, 
in cafe you be found in theerror. The 
particulars Mr. D’anvers owns in his faid 
anfwer to your appeal, we bring not un- 
der our difcufion or cenfure, concluding 
it to be enough that he acknowledges 
them. And fuch petty charges as he 


fufficiently anfwers, and are indeed of 
little 
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little weight, fave to inhance the number 
of your particulars, as alfa things contro- 
verted, and only collateral to the grand 
propofition in difpute: As are thofe things 
you call /frange doctrines, &c. we think 
do not fo properly offer themfelves to 
our confideration, and therefore we 
conclude, we may be excufed, if we 
wave them. And laftly, we propofe, 
that if the return we giveto your appeal, 
fhould be deemed infufficient by you, 
or fhort in any thing, which we are not 
confcious of, and that thereupon you 
take your felf concerned to appear in this 
controverfy, you would be perfuaded, 
that things may be tranfacted in an ami- 
cable and friendly way ; which we hope 
may tend to our mutual fatisfaction, in 
the clearing up of truth, and to cherifh 
that love, that all that fear the Lord 
fhould bear each other, tho’ differing in 
fome things, which is our very earneft 
defire ; and to promote which, we fhall 
endeavour to contribute the utmoft we 
can. London, the 13th of the 5th 
month, 1675. 


Hanferd Knollys, Wilham Kiffin, 
Daniel Dyke, ‘Fobn Gofnold, 
Henry Forty, Thomas Delaune. 


Mr. D’anvers, in the poftfcript of this 


an{wer to Mr, Will's appeal, gives us a 


letter 
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letter fent to him by a perfon of quality, * 
of known worth, ability and moderation, 
and is as followeth: 


SIR, 
A S to Mr. Baxter’s peice (which fo 
foon as I heard of, I forthwith 
fent for) I have curforily run over, efpe- 
cially that part thereof which more im- 
mediately concerns yourfelf; and am 
forry to fee fo much rancour, and malice 
in the writings of one who hath had 
fo great a name for religion and piety. 
But whither will not pride, paffion, and 
an over-weaning opinion of a man’s felf, 
carry thofe who are overcome by them? 
When I firft read your treati/e of baptif, 
I hoped it would have occafioned a 
ferious, and full difquifition of that 
point. But whether, thro’ the unhappy 
temper of your opponents, or what elfe 
I know not, I have been hitherto difap- 
pointed in my expectation; meeting in 
their writings with more of heat, paf- 
fion and perfonal reflections, than of rea- 
fon, or a fober inguifition after truth. 
‘ I am not fo well verfed in antiquity, 
as to fay, when infant bapti/m firft came 
in ufe amongft chriftians; but admire, 
a matter of fact only, as that is, fhould 
be fo difficult to be determined. But if 
it were not in all, or at leaft the firft, 


© But conceals his name. 
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and pureft ages of chriftianity, and fome. 
learned Pado-baptifts feem to grant it 
was not, it cannot be faid to be of apo- 
{tolical tradition ; the beft plea, if true, 
I have yet heard for it, and therefore I 
could with that point had been foberly 
and calmly debated. I muft confefs, I 
know not of any difference amongft pro- 
feffors of more unhappy and pernicious 
confequence, than this of Baptifm, in 
regard of that feparation and divifion, it 
caufes among learned, fincere and truely 
pious chriftians; for fuch I no ways 


* doubt, but there are of both perfuafions. 
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But it is matter of greateft trouble and 
forrow tome, to fee with what unchari- 
table and unchriftian {pirits, fome men 
manage this controverfy, even to the re- 
proach and fcandal of religion ; and this 
too, in aday, when our common fuffer- 
ings ought in prudence, if not for piety 
fake, to unite us, at leaft in brotherly 
love, and a chriftian walking together fo 
far as we have attained, and in other 
things to a patient waiting for the reve- 
lation of the mind of God to them that 
differ; who, in his good time, will, I 
doubt not, unite our affections, heal our 
breaches, and make us all but one fheep- 
fold, under the great fhepherd of the 
fheep, Chrift Jefus. To whofe guidance 
and protection I moft heartily recommend 
you, and for the prefent remain, &&c. 


Mr. 
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Mr. D’anvers was governour of Stafford, 
and a juftice of the peace, fometime before 
Oliver’s ufurpation, and well beloved a- 
mong the people. Here he firft embraced 
the opinion of the Bafti/ts, and was noted 
for one, that would take no bribes. He 
defcended from honourable parents ; his 
father being a gentleman, who had an 
eftate of four hundred a year, made over 
to truftees that it might not be claimed by 
the perfecutors of his time, and who was 
of the fi/th monarchy principles, tho’ he 
could not fall in with their practices. A 
proclamation was out again{t him, witha 
reward of one hundred pounds for his appre- 
henfion. Atlength he was taken and fent 
to the tower. His lady having great friends 
at court, and they having nothing material 
to charge him with, he was let out upon 
bail, about the year 1675. He had been in 
fome private meeting, where things had 
been concerted, in favour of the duke of 
Monmouth; which mifcarrying, he fled 
into Holland, and there died, about a year 
after the duke of Monmouth was beheaded. 

Mr. Wilham “feffery, he was born about 
the year 1616. of pious parents, in the 
parifh of Penfhurft, and afterwards lived 
at Bradbourn, in Seven-oaks, in the county 
of Kent; where his brother David, and 
he, were the great fupporters of a meeting, 
if not the founders of it. For in thoie 
days, there was a congregation of Baptz/zs, 
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about Orpington, which fpread itfelf below 
the hill, and there increafed very much, 
under the miniftry of Mr. Yeffery. He 
was ordained paftor of that church, then 
denominated the chutch of Bradbourn ; 
which is the fame that now meeteth at 
Bedfells-green, and thro’ his unwearied 
diligence, many meetings were fet up far 
and near, and a church was gathered about 
Speldburft and Pembury, which he fettled 
in gofpel order, and ordained Mr. Fobn 
Care, to be the elder thereof, which isthe 
fame that now meeteth at Tunbridge-wells. 
So that by his diligence, and feveral others 
who laboured for the good of fouls, there 
were more than ¢wenty particular congre- 
gations, gathered in the county of Kent; 
which, with but little variation remain to 
this dzy, and fome of them very large 
congregations. ‘The great work of this 
faithful labourer in the gofpel, and which 
he was very intent upon, was preaching 
and eftablifhing the foundation principles, 
of a vilible gofpel church, according to 
Heb, vi. 1, 2. without entring upon f{pecu- 
lative and controverted points in religion, 
He was very eminent in maintaining the 
general love of God, not only in convinc- 
ing many, and eftablifhing the churches 
in the truth, but alfo in publick difputa- 
tions for the fame. He was a fuccefsful, 
vigorous, and unwearied promoter, and 
detender of the Bapii/? interef?; one who 
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juffered much with great patience and 
pleafure in his Mafter’s caufe ; had feveral 
difputations, not only with thofe of the 
eftablifhment, but with the Independents 
and Quakers. Thefe laft he laboured to 
undeceive, upon their firft appearance. He 
with Mr. Matthew Caffin, joined iffue with 
them at feveral places. He was much 
valued for his fteady piety, and univerfal 
virtue. And when he had finifhed the 
work, that the Lord had appointed for 
him, he died in a good old age, and was 
fucceeded in his church by his fon Sohn 
Feffery, who was chofen and ordained 
elder thereof. 

He wrote a piece, intitled, The whole 
faith of man; being the gofpel declared in 
plainne/s, as it ts in “fefus, and the way 
thereof, of old confirmed by divers figns, 
wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft. The fecond edition was printed 
in 1659. 


so), 


Mr. ‘fobn Reeve, all Ican obtain concern- John 
ing him is, that he was joint elder with Reeve 


Mr. William “Feffery. It happened, that 
the magiftrates of Seven-oaks, {ent fome 
officers to this congregation, meeting at 
Bradbourn; who took all the men from 
thence, of whom he might be one, and 
carried them up to town, and by anorder, 
they were kept pri/oners all the night. On 
the morrow, when the juftices were met 
together, the prifoners were had before 
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them, and examined ; and after fome little 
difcourfe with them, were difmiffed. They 
all with one heart full of wonder and joy, 
returned from the place from whence they 
were carried, to return thanks to God, for 
this fo unexpected a deliverance. And 
when they came to the place, to their 
great furprize and unexpreffible joy, they 
found the women there, who had not de- 
parted from the houfe, but fpent that 
evening, night and morning, in fafting 
and prayer to God on their behalf. 

Mr. Henry Forty, he fubfcribed the 
Baptift confeffion of faith in 1651, and 
was paftor of the church at Abingdon; a 
man of great piety; one, who long and 
faithfully ferved Jefus Chrift, under many 
afflictions, great trials and fufferings. He 
was an inftrument in God’s hand, for the 
converfion of his own father and mother, 
and many others. He lay fwe/ve years in 
prifon at Exeter, for the teftimony of a 
good confcience; lived an unfpotted life, 
and died in the 67th year of his age, Anno 
1692. His funeral fermon was preached by 
Mr. Benjamin Keach, and printed with an 
elegy annexed. When Mr. Fe/ffey died, 
and a difference arofe in his church about 
mixed communion, the Bapri/ts that were 
again{t it, fell in with Mr. Forty, then a 
member of that congregation. Upon Mr. 
Forty’s callto the church at Abingdon, his 
people joined with Mr. Kiffin’s congregation. 
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Mr. Thomas Wilcox, elder of a {mall Thomas 


congregation, which met before the /c&- 
nefs, at his houfe in Cannon-ftreet, after- 
wards, at the TAree-cranes, in the Borough 
of Southwark. He was ¢wo or three times 
put into Newgate for Nonconformity, and 
fuffered very much. He writ a {mall 
piece, which was printed before the Fire 
of London, intitled, A drop of honey from 
the rock Chrift. A peice that was very well 
efteemed, and has done much good, and 
been oft reprinted. He was born in the 
month of Augu/? 1622, at Linden, in the 
county of Rutland, and died May 17th, 
1687, in the 64th year of his age. He 
was a moderate man, and of catholick 
principles, well beloved by all denomina- 
tions, and frequently preached among the 
Prefbyterians and Independents. He left a 
widow and ¢hree children. 

Mr. I/aac Lamb, was fon of that Tho- 
mas Lamb, before mentioned, who fuffer- 
ed fo feverely under archbifhop Laud, 
and the court of Star-chamber. He was 
born at Colchefler, about the year 1630; 
and for fome time waited on his father, in 
Cromwell’s army. From his youth, he 
difcovered an affection to ferious religion, 
and took delight in converfing with the 
{criptures. And having made a greater 
progrefs in that ftudy, than was ufual at 
his years, and moreover by the gravity of 
his afpect, and ferioufnefs of his behaviour, 
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feeming to be much older than he really 
was; he was in O/:ver’s time; made chap- 
Jain of the Conftant Warwick, a man of 
war, at16 yearsofage. He often preach- 
ed before admiral Blake; and once before 
him, and admiral Pen, and another ad- 
miral together ; having an agreeable man- 
ner of delivering ferious things. He bap- 
tized /ix cf the fhip’s company, in an arm 
of the fea. 

AFTER having been not lefs than ¢wenty 
times, on different occafions, upon the 
French, fhore, fometimes in Spain, and 
fometimes at other places; he came home 
from Holland, in the fame fleet which 
brought in king Charles H. in the year 
1660, and was foon ftripped of all he 
had, for want of conforming ; befides lof- 
ing the benefit of one hundred per annum, 
which was offered him, and two hundred 
pound, which was fome way or ether due 
upon that living, and ready to be paid to 
the next incumbent. As a reafon of his 
refufal, he alledged, that he could not 
Sprinkle the children of the parifh. To 
which he was anfwered, that another 
fhould be got to do it for him; but he 
would not accept it. 

Hi became paftor of a church in Ea/- 
Jithfield; which by his popularity increaf- 
ing very much, a place was built for him 
in Virginia-ftreet, near Ratchiff-highway ; 
where he had fometimes three hundred 

com- 
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communicants, befides a numerous audi- 
tory. The place was often difturbed in 
king Charles's time, by officers and foldiers. 
Once, while he was preaching, one came 
with his party, and commanded him to 
be filent. ‘To which he an{wered in the 
words of the apoftles, ‘ Whether it be 
right in the fight of God, to bearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye. Upon 
which the officer and his people went a- 
way. Another time, /even jufiices, (a- 
mong whom were Sir William Smith, and 
juftice Bury and Brown) came in their 
coaches, with a poffe of people to break 
up the meeting, pulpit, pews and win- 
dows, as they had done before, by the 
meeting of Mr. Hercules Collins, in the 
neighbourhood. But Mr. Lamb having 
notice beforehand, by the adyice of a 
friend, removed every thing, except fome 
loofe forms; fo that when they came, they 
were difappointed. Upon which, one of 
the juftices faid, his name ought to have 
been Fox, and not Lamb. He died the 
2oth of Augu/?, 1691; a man of {weet 
temper, exemplary converfation, and great 
ufefulnefs. 
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ple at Biddenden in the county of Kent. Hammon, 


He was a very eminent and remarkable 

man, for vindicating what he judged to be 

truth, on all occafions; and was very 
£ AG iv, 19. 
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much perfecuted on that account. He 
died at Haj/eldens-wood, in the parifh of 
Cranbrook. The following books were 
publifhed by him. 

1. A difcovery of the latitude of the 
lofs of the earthly paradife, by original 
fin ; occafioned by a difputation between 
Mr. Matthias Rutton, and himfelf, 1655. 

2. S1on’s redemption difcovered, 1655. 

3. Sron’s redemption, and original fin 
vindicated; being an anfwer to Mr. Heze- 
kiah Holland, 1658. 

4. ANNOTATIONS on the gth chapter 
to the Romans. 

5. S1on’s redemption, redeemed. 

6. TRuTH and innocency prevailing 
againft error and infolency ; in anfwer to 
Mr. Hollands book, intitled, Truth’s con- 
fuck with error. 

7. THE good ancient Jaws and ftatutes 
of king ‘Fe/us, occafioned by a conference 
between himfelf and Mr. Simon Hendon, 
and his fon ‘fobn, Sune 3, 1658. 

. Mr. Richard Hobbs, paftor of a con- 
gregation at Dover in the county of Kent, 
a worthy pious good man, who /uffered 
much for his religion. When a prifoner 
at Dover, his piety and ferioufnefs pro- 
cured him liberty now and then, to go 
from his prifon, Lord’s-days excepted. 
But upon his writing a letter to Dr. Hind, 
the doétor inftead of returning an anfwer, 
went to the magiftrates and ftirred them 


ep 
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up againft him, who in a great rage fent 
the goal-keeper to fetch him from his 
houfe, with a charge to grant him no more 
liberty. Upon this, the good man made 
this obfervation. & Nowconfider, fays he, 
how like thefe proceedings are to their 
proceedings beyond the feas, at Rome, 
where, if any do but queftion the truth 
of their worfhip, its an hundred to one if 
they have not the zuquz/ition for their pains. 
And doubtlefs, adds he, fuch kind of pro- 
ceedings, do found more like the Pope's 
anathemas, than in the leaft favour of a 
protefiant {pirit. 

Tue letter he wrote to the doctor, 
which, for want of better arguments, was 
an{wered as aforefaid, is as followeth: 


SFR; 
AVING waited fome time, in 
expectation of Mr. Carhik’s mak- 
ing good his promife to me, at my com- 
mitment to prifon, which was to bring 
us together, that fo we might have fome 
conference about fome points in religion 
wherein we differ; and finding a delay 
in the performance thereof, I do hereby 
take liberty, to propofe two queries to 
you, grounded on the holy {criptures, 
And if I do err therein, I hope by your 
learned refolves, in anfwering them, I 
fhall receive further information therein ; 
& Manufcript penes me. 
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‘ knowing that you ought, as to your 
“ place and profeflion, to be an znftructor 
© of babes, anda guide to the erring per- 
§ fon, and fuch as may be out of the way. 
©‘ Query 1. Whether your fundamen- 
tal principle (or facrament, as you call 
it) namely Bapti/m (by the which you 
fay, the fubject is made, a member of 
Chrift’s church, and an heir of the king- 
* dom of heaven) be not diffonant to the 
‘ f{criptures of truth, in the adminiftrator, 
© fubject, and adminiftration ? 

‘ x. In the adminiftrator, becaufe I read 
* in the fcriptures, that the true miniftry, 
© or adminiftrators of the ordinance of 
© Chrift, were made minifters by Chrift, 
* viz. » They were virtually called to that 
* work, as they were' gifted by the /pirit 
* of Chriff, and fo were able minifters, not 
c 
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of fet forms of fervice, but of the /pirit, 
* and new teftament; who, as they had 
Sreely received, did freely give alfo; in 
converfation, holy, harmlefs, no ftrik- 
ers or perfecutors, no lovers of ‘ wine, or 
* filthy lucre, but fober, chafte, and of 
* good behaviour ; ™ not lording"it over the 
* heritage of God, but examples to the flock, 
* dy their fingular pious conver fation. 
* 2. In the /ubjed?, becaufe in the fcrip- 
“ ture, repentance and faith is required of 
“ the /udjec?, in order to Baptifm; the 
B 2 Cor.iii. 6.  ' Gali. r. * Matth. x. 8. 
Ae toa Bane 2B me Pet vez 
© which 
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which is no way applicable to infants, 
* And as there is zo command or example 
in fcripture for ° baptizing infants, as I 
can find; fo the true miniftry were 
wont to baptize fuch, as were penitent 
and believing perfons. 

‘ 3. In. the adminiftration, becaufe I 
find in the fcriptures, the true miniftry 
were wont to %dip, plunge, or bury the 
Jubjeét in water, and fo the greek word 
baptizo, ® and mergo, immergo, doth fig- 
nify, as many of the unprejudiced learn- 
ed have ingenuoufly confeffed. 

* QueRyY II. Whether by your forcing, 
and receiving all into your church, mak- 
ing them communicants, howfoever fin- 
ful and impious otherwife they be; you 
do not thereby pervert the gofpel, and 
overthrow the way of the new covenant, 
and fo give many pious and con{cientious 
men juft ground to queftion the authen- 
ticknefs of your worfhip? 

‘Tue ground of this query arifeth 
hence. 

‘ 1, Because the gofpel itfelf is glad- 
tidings, peace, and falvation to all men; 
and is always tendred in love and meek- 
nefs, with gentle perfuafions, forcing 
none to embrace it; any otherwife, than 
by manifefting its own glory, vertue 
and power, to the confcience: whereas, 


a Aéts vill. 12. ° Heb. xi. 6. 
P Acts vill. 38. 4 Rom. vi. 4, 
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the contrary brings fad tidings, perfecu- 
tion, adverfity and defolation, as many 
at this day do witne(s.. 
‘ 2, BecAuseE, as the new covenant 
containeth fpiritualand celeftial promifes; 
fo the conditions of the covenant are 
fuch, that none but penitent, believing 
and regenerate perfons, can be heirs of 
thofe promifes in whofe heart God hath 
put his law, and writ them in their in- 
ward parts; fuch only to be the chil- 
dren of the promife, which are counted 
for the feed, and are the church, in the 
ftate of the covenant, and not the chil- 
dren of the flefh, or the impious and rude 
multitude. 
From him, that defires nothing 
more than the knowledge of 
God and bis ways, 
Richard Hobbs. 
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Charles Maria Duveil, D.D. He was 
afew by birth, and profelyted to the church 
of Rome: afterwards he embraced the Pro- 
teftant religion, in the year 1677, and was 
received into the church of England. They 
gladly embraced a man of fuch great learn- 
ing and piety, as appears by the teftimoni- 
als under the hands of fome of the bifhops 
and moft eminent divines of that church, 
He was fupported by feveral of the digni- 
fied clergy, and encouraged to go on in 
his literal expofitions of the holy fcriptures. 

While 
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While he was employed in this work, he 


became convinced, that there was no foun- 
dation for infants baptifm, either in the 
holy {criptures, or writings of the firft 
fathers; and that /prinkling could not be 
baptifin: and being free from thofe preju- 
dices he formerly lay under, refolving to 
embrace whatever he found to be the truth, 
was thereupon baptized. He accepted the 
care of a {mall Baptif? church, which met 
in Grace-church-ftreet, whofe former mini- 
fter renounced his religion thro’ fear of 
perfecution, and foon after deftroyed him- 
felf in the greateft horrour. When he had 
found the truth himfelf, he was defirous to 
help others to do fo too, and endeavoured 
to recommend it to them. Therefore he 
wrote his expofition on the Acts of the Apo- 
files in Englith ; where he fully proved, 
and vindicated the principles and practice 
he had embraced. 

HE was not a popular preacher, becaufe 
he fpoke Engli/h very brokenly. After he 
embraced the opinion of the Baptz/ts, he 
practifed phyfick for his maintenance, and 
was very fkilful therein. The reverend 
Mr. Sharp declared, that he had received 
great benefit by him, when ina very dan- 
gerous condition. I fhall give a more par- 
ticular account of him in another place. 

Mr. Edward Morecock, was elder of the 
Baptift church at Chatham, in the coun- 


ty of Kent, He was born in Hee 
1626, 
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1626. and died in Augu/?t, 1693. He had 
been in O/:ver’s time, a captain of a man 
of war, and in an engagement was fhot 
thro’ the body with a mufquet-ball. By 
his great {kill in fithing up thipwrecks, 
he made a handfome provifion for his 
family. After the Dutch war, in 1672. 
being well rewarded for the fervice he did 
that way, upon the fhips funk in the river 
Medway, upon which Chatham ftands ; for 
the Dutch thips in that war, had come fo 
clofe, as to throw many of their fhot into 
the town, one of which was found in cap- 
tain Morecock’s garden; he might after- 
wards have made a much greater advan- 
tage to himfelf, if he would have accept- 
ed an invitation to weigh fome wrecks, 
which were out at fea; but he would not 
fo far leave the pa/foral care, which he had 
then undertaken, as that employment 
would have obliged him to do. 

Brernc a man of fome figure, and in- 
fluence, and of great zeal, and firmnefs, 
he was, in the latter end of king Charles's 
reign, haraffed by frequent warrants for 
{eizing body and goods, on account of his 
non-conformity; but by his unblameable 
and obliging behaviour, he had gained fo 
much elteem and affection, and particular- 
ly among the gentlemen in his neighbour- 
hood, that whenever any warrant was 
iflued for feizing his perfon, one of the 
juftices would privately fend his fervant to 

give 
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him notice, before the officers could come 
to execute it; whereupon he ufually re- 
tired to the houfe of one of his daughters 
in Effex. He was however fined monthly 
for not going to church, till he was ex- 
chequered for the fum of eight hundred 
pounds; his houfe often plundered, his 
goods feized, and carried off. To fecure 
the fubftance of his eftate for a numerous 
family, of near twenty children, he made 
it over to an intimate friend, who, after 
the danger was paft, was fo juft as to re- 
{tore it. One of the znformers againtt 
him, Hizton by name, ufed often to threat- 
en, that he would have him laid ina g7i- 
fon, and get poffefsd of the beft furni- 
ture of his houfe; and was fo rafh, as to 
promife to give it to a /ewd woman, who 
attended him: But thro’ the good provi- 
dence of God, Mr. Morecock always efca- 
ped that zmprifonment which many of his 
brethren fuffered; and going one day to 
vifit fome of them in Rocheffer goal, he 
faw this Hinton there confined; upon 
which he only faid to him, friend, I fee 
you are go thither before me. This zn- 
former afterwards died miferably, the fleth 
rotting from his bones. 

Upon king ‘fames’s acceflion, captain 
Morecock was very much courted, known 
to be a leading man among the diffenters ; 
particular the lord Roper, a papi/t, offered 
him, in the king’s name, any thing that he 

2 would 


IIrk 


112 


Samuel 
‘Taverner. 


The History of the 
would accept ; but he abfolutely refufed 


to take any commiffion whatever under 
king ‘fames, giving to his friends this rea- 
fon for his refufal ; that the favours offered 
by him to diffenters, were defigned only 
to draw them into a fnare. His firmnefs 
was the occafion of a defign againft his 
life; for two witneffes were procured to 
{wear again{ft him, that he had been an 
officer in Monmouth’s army, in the We 
of England: But he proved, by unexcep- 
tionable evidence, that at the time when 
he was pretended to be in that army, he 
was in another place. 

Mr. Samuel Taverner, a man of great 
note for his piety and ufefulnefs, was 
born at Rumford, in the county of Effex, 
in the month of Fu/y, anno 1621. About 
the year 1643, he was made captain of a 
troop of horfe; and on the roth of Fe- 
bruary, 1653, he received a commiffion 
from Olver Cromwel, the lord protector, 
by which he was made governour of Deal- 
caftle. While in this ftation, he converfed 
much with Mr. Pre/cot of Gujton, paftor 
of the church at Dover, and embracing the 
principles of the Baptifis, was baptized at 
Sandwich on the 13th of April, in the 
year 1663. in all probability, by the faid 
Mr. Prefcot. He was ordained elder of 
the church of Dover, Oéfober 13, 1681. 
He /ufered much for his non-conformity ; 
was frequently taken from his meeting- 

houfe 
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houfe when preaching, and had before 


the magiftrates, where he zealoufly bore 
a teftimony for the truth he profeffed. 
In November, 1632, his perfecutors came 
with a falfe warrant, and feized all that 
he had, carrying away his fhop-goods, and 
as much of his houfhold-goods, as they 
deemed worth their removing ; and even 
confeffed that they had fo much, that 
they knew not what to do with them, 
He was once fent to prifon, but his great 
interef{t at court, foon procured his liberty ; 
and then he went to London, where he 
continued preaching, as often and pub- 
lickly as the circumftances of the times 
would permit him. He lived till the year 
1696, and then left this life for a better, 
on the 4th of Auguf?, in the 75th year 
of his age. 


113 


Mr. Thomas Plant: He was elder of Thomas 


the congregation in Barbican, and fuc- 
ceeded Mr. ‘fobn Gofnold. 1 find him 
joined with Mr. Benjamin Dennis, in the 
publication of the narrative of the life and 
deplorable end of Mr, John Child. His po- 
pularity in preaching, excited fo much of 
the rage of his perfecutors againft him, 
that he had once zme warrants out againft 
him at a time; but he was fo beloved in 
the parifh, that all the conftables who had 
the warrants, fent him private notice to 
get away. His meeting, however, was 
difturbed, and the pulpit and forms broke 
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to pieces, by orders from the lord Bridg- 
water, whofe houfe then ftood where 
Bridgswater-/quare now is, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Barbican ; but was, not long 
after, burnt down to the ground, and fe- 
veral of his children, and his gentleman, 
who ufed to go jn his name, and difturb 
the meetings, burnt in it. Mr. Plant was 
forced to go in fuch difguifes along the 
itreet, that many of the people of the 
church, to which he was paftor, did not 
know him when they met him. 

Mr. Wilham Pardse, a worthy, hum- 
ble, ielf-denying preacher, and a great 
fufferer for his religion; a .very ufeful 
man, and blefled with great fuccefs in his 
minifterial work. He lived moftly about 
Worcefter, was {ometimes in Lezceffer/hire, 
fometimes in York/hire ; and wrote fome 
part of his Bethanta’s Walks, in Worcefter 
prifon, and fome part of it in Leceffer pri- 
fon. He died in Auguft, 1692. 

Mr. ‘fobn Denne, was fon of the fa- 
mous Henry Denne, mentioned in my for- 
mer volume. In this he differed from his 
father ; that he followed the opinion of the 
Remonftrants, with regard to the doctrine 
of univerfal redemption; but was like him 
in his zeal for what he believed to be the 
mind of Chrift. His miniftry was chiefly 
in the counties of Huntingdon and Cam- 
bridge. And to thofe to whom he had 
miniftred in thofe counties, he dedicated, 
in 1699, a difcourfe of his, intitled, Glad 

Tidings 
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Tidings of Peace: Wherein is manifefted, 
grace, mercy, and peace, from God the 
Father, thro’ Jefus Chrift, to all mankind, 
in a fermon, preached upon défs x. 36. 
which /fermon he fignifies, had lain con- 
cealed many years, by reafon of the vio- 
lent oppofition which fome had made 
againft printing of it. I do not find he 
fuffered any other perfecution, than that 
he was once fined for preaching. 


IIS 


Mr. Manaffab King, of Coventry, a véry Manaffah 
eminent and worthy minifter, who fuffer-*"8- 


ed much for his non-conformity. He was 
fome time a preacher in Leicefferfhire, but 
many years at Coventry, and his name is {till 
precious there. Once, an alderman, who was 
a juftice of the peace at Coventry, upon his 
commitment to prifon, afked him, #fhe faw 
the crofs, he an{wered he did; then faid the 
alderman to him, look at it now, for you 
fhall never fee 1¢ again. He lived, not only 
to fee the cro/s again, but alfo the death of 
that fevere juftice ; for he lived to a con- 
fiderable age, died, and was buried at Co- 
ventry, in the beginning of the reign of 
king William WI. of glorious memory. 


Mr. fonathan “fennings, a very able Jonathan 
preacher, and who, firft and laft, fuffered Jenming® 


twelve years imprifonment. When preach- 
ing on a Lord’s-day, between morning and 
afternoon fermon, at Mr. Loveday’s meet- 
ing-houfe, in Looking-glafs alley, Eaft- 
Jiithfield, the eee a and fet a guard 
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at each door: Mr. ‘fennings efcaping in 
the crowd, they greatly abufed the peo- 
ple, ftriking them with their ftaves, took 
the names of feveral, and carried about 
feventy before juftice Smith of Stepney. A- 
bout fifty of them made it up with the 
officers and informers, and the reft were 
committed to New-frifon, where they 
were ufed fo barbaroufly, that fome of 
them died there, being crouded together, 
and forced to lie upon the ground. This 
did not fuffice; they removed the felons 
out of a nafty hole, and put them there- 
in; till, at length, they were obliged to 
pay three pound a week for fwo rooms, and 
liberty to have theirown beds. Thus they 
continued prifoners near four months, and, 
in the end, were fined each fen marks, 
Jofeph Mr. ‘fofeph Wright. He was born in the 
Wright. . 
year 1623, and bred at the wuverfity; a 
man of great learning and piety, and prac- 
tifed phyfck. He was a prifoner twenty 
years in Mazidftone goal; a very ferious 
and diligent preacher, and promoted the 
intereft of the Baptifis very much. He 
lived to the age of eighty years, and died 
at Mazdjtone about the year 1703. 
Matthew Mr, Matthew Cafin, a worthy minifter, 
Caffin. i 12 5 : 
of great learning, piety, and ufefulnefs; a 
great difputant, and one that fuffered much 
for his opinions, He was #ve times com- 
mitted to prijon; the firft, to that of New- 
gate, being apprehended at London, where 
2 he 
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he lay till many, who were imprifoned 
with him died, and he himfelf narrowly 
efcaped. I am not certain; but fome of 
his friends do hold, that this imprifonment 
was upon the aé# againft unordained preach- 
ers, which took place in the year 1645. 
The other times of his imprifonment were 
either in Mazdjtone or Horfham goal; for 
in both places he had his lot of oppref- 
fion, and confinement; and, in all proba- 
bility, muft have been long a prifoner in 
the goal of his own town, viz. Horfham, 
had not Sir fames Moreton, his landlord, 
interceded for him, and procured his dif 
charge. Befides his imprifonments, he 
had the fatigue of feveral profecutions, up- 
on the conventicle att. One Bufhel, of 
Darking, in Surrey, a wicked and aban- 
doned fellow, informed againft him ; up- 
on which he was fined twenty pounds ; 
and the meeting-houfe at Broad-bridge 
heath, where he preached, in the like fum. 
This wicked informer, with more of his 
accomplices, drove away his cattle; and 
had not money been fent after them to re- 
deem them, all would have been loft. 
Many of his hearers were finsd five foil 
lings each, and diftrefs made upon their 
goods for payment. But notwithftanding 
his many lofles and fufferings, by the blet- 
fing of God on his induftry, diligence, 
and frugality, he always lived in reputa- 


tion, fupported a large family, fettled his 
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children in the world, and had the com- 
fort of feeing them walking in the fame 
truths, which he himfelf profeffed and 
taught. I fhall give a farther account of 

him in another place. 
John Ece Mr. Fohn Eccles, We was paftor of a 
om congregation at Bromi/zrove, in the county 
of Worcefter; and preached the gofpel 
there and at Coventry, near fixty years. 
He fuffered much for his non-conformity ; 
was taken preaching, and greatly abufed, 
and put intoa dungeon in Worcefter goal. 
But God raifed him up a friend, Mr, 
Swift, one of the members of parliament 
for the county of Worce/ter, who became 
bound for him in a bond of one thoujand 
pounds, and fo procured his liberty. He 
was a man of worth, and given much to 
hofpitality ; but having a large family, and 
Suffering much perfecution, he was in the 
end reduced to great poverty ; the which 
he bore in a very chearful manner. The 
latter part of his life was {pent at Coven- 
try, where he died ‘fanuary 26, anno 

1711, in the 76th year of his age. 

ae Mr. Richard Farmer, in Leice/terfhire. 
"He was minifter of a congregation of Bap- 
tifts at Kilbey; had a {mall eftate to live 
upon ; was a very affecting preacher, and 
frequently preached among the Indepen- 
dents. He ftudied hard, and increafed in 
knowledge very faft. The calamity of 
the times brought much trouble upon hirp, 
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fo that he fuffered greatly for his religion. 
Diftrefs was made, by virtue of a juttice of 
peace’s warrant, upon his goods ; and they 
took from him, in one year, to the value 
of one hundred and ten pounds. One of 
his informers, who threatned him much, 
was at Trinkley market, and there boafted 
of what he had done againft him, and de- 
clared; that he hoped, before next Candle- 
mas, this being at Chri/imas, that he fhould 
get a good portion for his daughter by in- 
forming: But, as he was riding home, and 
over a boggy place, where there was a lit Je 
brook, his horfe threw him into it, and 
he was drowned in a lefs quantity of water 
than would cover his body. At another 
time, one {wore againft him; quickly after, 
this informer’s tongue fo {welled in his 
mouth, that he died thereupon, being fu; - 
pofed to have taken a falfe oath. 

Mr. Farmer, and Mr. Adams, joined 
with Mr. Shuttleworth, and Mr. Clark, 
and frequently kept days of prayer, at Mr. 
Woolafton’s at Loesby, "They preached of- 
ten one for another, and kept up a meet- 
ing at Loesby-ball, taking their turns. He 
died in the reign of king Sfames II. and, 
as I am informed, was buried at Kz/éey, 
the place of his refidence, 

Mr. 
He with one Richard Stayes, and others, 
were carried to Maid/fone, and put into 
the keeper’s ward. ‘They were, on the 

I 4 Lord’s- 
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Lord’s-day, taken from their meeting, and 
driven like beafts, men, women, and chil- 
dren, thro’ Chatham ftreet, to the crown 
in Rochefter, where the men were confin- 
ed; and the women and children crying 
without in the ftreet. Mr. Gamman open- 
ed the window, and exhorted them, ¢o 
hand faft, and be ftedfaft in the faith, and 
God would reward them, at the great day. 

Tue fame church was another time 
difturbed, by the means of one Stowe, 
wt0 belonged to the College, a very bufy 
man in thofe days. ‘They took fome of 
the people, and put them on boarda fhip 
at Black-/takes, in order to tranfport them; 
the wind fhifted againft them, and conti- 
nued fo long, that the captain believed 
their being on board, was the caufe of it; 
and told Szowe/, that if he would have 
them Lanifhed, he thould do it himfelf, 
and fo put them on fhore : The wind fhift- 
ing, he failed, and left them. This Stowe/ 
was afterwards hanged for murder, having 
wilfully killed a man, by throwing him 
out of a window. 

Dr. Sfobn Griffith, a worthy man, who 
was long imprifoned in Newgate for non- 
conformity. He wrote, The complaint of 
the oppreffed, againft oppreffors; and fe- 
veral other books. He publifhed his cafe 
when under imprifonment ; the which, I 
have before taken notice of, page 361. of 
the fecond volume, 


Mr, 


ENGLISH Baptists, 12 


Mr. Stephen Dagnal. He was minifter Stephen 
to a congregation that met at Ailfoury. Dagnal, 
He, with eleyen more of his congregation, 
being taken at a meeting, were /entenced 
to death, but were pardoned by the king, 
as has been before more particularly rela- 
ted, Vol. IE. p. 181. 

Mr. Fobn Miller, a man of great piety, John Mi. 
worth, and ufefulnefs, defcended from !«- 
parents poffeffed of a plentiful eftate. He 
was born in Hinton-Marton, in the county 
of Dorfet, and educated under the tutor- 
age of a prefbyterian minifter. But not 
fatisfied with the grounds upon which zz- 
fant baptifm is founded, after a diligent 
and ftudious enquiry, embraced the opi- 
nion of the Baprti/ts, and was paftor of a 
people at Minthenton, in the county afore- 
faid, where he lived. 

NoTwiITHSTANDING the feverity of 
the times, he travelled from place to place, 
preached openly, and became an inftru- 
ment in God’s hand for the bringing many 
fouls to Chrift, and gathered, and planted 
feveral churches. He /uffered greatly for 
his opinion, and nonconformity; lay ten 
years in prifon, and very narrowly efcaped 
being premunired. In the year preceding 
the death of king Charles I], they made 
diftrefs upon his goods, on the ¢hree week 
a&; then took him up, and put him in 
prifon at Dorchefter, and at the fummer- 
affizes at Sherbourn, indicted him for e/e- 
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ven months nonconformity. There being 
but one witnefs againft him, a neighbour- 
ing juftice of the peace, (one of K. C—s’s 
poor knights, as the manufcript before me 
calls him) rather than to lofe their prey, 
{wore to the indi€tment. And though he 
pleaded in his own defence, that, contra- 
ry to the laws of England, he had fuffer- 
ed in two courts for the fame offence, yet 
he was fined two hundred and twenty pound, 
and only told by the judge, he might feek 
his recompence as he could. The under- 
fheriff, with four or five bailiffs, at Micha- 
elmas enfuing, took poffeffion of his affets, 
feized four bundred fheep, about twenty 
cows, and younger beafts, /even horfes, 
Jix or feven fatting hogs ; all the hay, corn, 
and wool of a year’s growth; nay, even 
the very malt and hops, made for the ufe 
of the family ; and fold the fame for the 
king’s ufe. Thus, for the term of about 
four months, was this good man’s affets 
ravaged, the worthy juftice, his profecu- 
tor, not permitting him to appear, defign- 
ing to zmprifon him again ; and obliged the 
eldeft fon to fly, for fear of a warrant 
granted again{ft him, becaufe he took ac- 
count of the goods that were fold. Two 
near neighbours, ove a churchman, fecing 
fuch defolation, went to the theriff, paid 
his demand, returned, and turned away 
thofe mercilefs bailiffs, who had taken and 
watted between four and five hundred 
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pounds, While they were thus {poiling 
and robbing him of his goods, he went to 
London, and petitioned the king; not for 
the reftoration of his goods, but to prevent 
the little that was left of his corn from be- 
ing fold, that his children, which were 
eight, might not want bread, being denied it 
by the bailiffs without money. The an- 
{wer he obtained from the king was only 
this: I have nothing to fay to you; you 
muft go home and conform. The good man 
returned home, fold his eftate, and retired 
to a lonefome place, renting a {mall farm 
of about ¢hirty pound a year, and lived 
quietly the reft of his days. He left this 
troublefome life for a better, on the 14th 
day of May, Anno Dom. 1694. 

WHEN siberty of confcience was granted, 
he had feveral difputes with divers clergy- 
men. The moft remarkable was that he 
had with Dr. Beach, and four more, be- 
fore a multitude of people. The time, 
and place appointed, having been publick- 
ly publifhed in three market-towns. 

Tue clergymen were to prove their 
baptifm, church, and minijiry, to be ac- 
cording to the fcriptures; and to thew, 
that Mr. Mz/ler, and thofe that adhered to 
him, were /chi/maticks. They began firft 
with the /wbject of baptifn; in which, 
Mr. Miller put them all to filence ; and 
the doétor, fays my manufcript, ingenu- 
oufly confefled, it wasa difficult point, and 
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would not meddle with the two other. 
The clergymen withdrew, fent for Mr. 
Miller to the houfe where they went, and 
like gentlemen, met him, fhook hands with 
him, and faid, they were very forry they 
had troubled him, and affured him, they 
would never difpute the pozm¢ more with 
the Baptifts; drank to him, and fo parted 
in friendfhip. 

Mr. “fames Wilmot, of Hooknorton; and 
Mr. Charles Archer, of Sweakley in the 
county of Oxford, joint-paftors of a bap- 
tized congregation, meeting at Hook Nor- 
ton, great fufferers for nonconformity. 

AzouT the year 1664, they were taken 
at their meeting, and carried to the caftle 
at Oxford. At another time they were 
fent to Whitney Goal; Mr. Wilmot was 
fined twenty pounds, for which all his goods 
were feized. They not finding enough on 
the premifes to fatisfy them, feized upon 
the goods of Mr. Humphry Gillit, a wool- 
man, who was taken at the fame meeting 
with him. 

Mr. Wilmort’s father, a zealous ehurch- 
man, went to Sir Thomas Pennyftone, the 
juftice who committed him, and defired 
him to releafe his fon. The juftice repli- 
ed, he fhould rot in a goal. Says Mr. Wil- 
mot, another juftice had faid the fame, but 
he is nowdead. Tho’ he be dead, replied 
Sir Thomas, yet bis work fhall not die. 
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Mr. Thorp, the jaylor at Oxford, was 
very fevere. He would not permit them 
to pray together: and if they craved but a 
bleffing on their meat, he would come in 
a great rage, and difturb them, faying, 
what, are you preaching over your vic- 
tuals ? 

THE goods of Mr. Wilmot, who had 
been twice imprifoned in Oxford goal, were 
carried to Chipping-Norton, and there pub- 
lickly cryed for fale, on feveral market- 
days, but none would bid for them. Then 
they were carried to Swansford, to one of 
the informer’s houfes, who could make no 
money of them; in the end they brought 
them again to Hooknorton, and proclaimed 
there, That if any one would lay down 
twenty fhillings,they fhould have them all ; 
a friend of Mr. W/mot’s did do fo; and he 
had all his goods again. When Mr, W7i- 
mot was releafed from Whitney goal, they 
excommunicated him, and feveral writs 
were iffued out againft him, But he being 
informed of them, abfconded, and fo efca- 
ped their hands. 

In Whitney goal, they had much more 
kindnefs fhewn them, Mr. Alexander 
Fox, Mr. Fofeph Davis, and divers others, 
were committed with them. 

Mr. Tidmarfe, was minifter feve- 
ral years to the congregation of Bapti/fs at 
Oxford; a man greatly efteemed, and of 


good reputation; one that /ufered much 
in 
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in the time of perfecution for his xoncon- 


Sormity. 


Mr. ‘fobn Amory, aman of good learn- 
ing and acquired parts. He was of Wring- 
ton, in the county of Somerfet ; much bar- 
raffed for his nonconformity, and obliged fo 
to tend at /éfions and affizes, that he became 
much impoverifhed thereby, and by dif- 
trefies made on his goods. 

Mr. Thomas Burgefs. He was paftor of 
a Baptift church at Taunton, in the county 
of Somerfet, very often imprifoned, with 
feveral other preachers, whofe names I have 
not. 

Mr. ames Hind of Langport, paftor of 
the Baptif? congregation, at King/bury in 
the county of Somerfet; and Mr. William 
Richards, a preacher at Dracott, with fe- 
veral others, were almoft ruined, by the 
defpoiling and taking of their goods; fo 
that a general collection, in all the churches 
of the a/fociation, was agreed upon, as ap- 
pears by their regz/fer-book, to be made to 
help them in their diftrefs. 

Mr. Peter Coles, a Bapti/? preacher at 
Downton in the county of Sarum; and 
Mr. Walker Penn, paftor of the Bapti/t 
church at Sarum, with Mr. ohn King- 
man, at Burford near Sarum. Thefe three 
were feveral years prifoners in the county- 
goal at Sarum, for nonconformity. 


Mr, 
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Mr. ‘fohn Sanger, who kept a writing John 


and a grammar-fchool, and was paftor of SAREE 
the church at Downton, was greatly har- 
rafled and vexed. His goods were often 
diftrained, and he fined for nonconformity. 

Mr. Roger Applin of Ellerton, paftor of Roger 
the Bapti/? people at Whitechurch, in the Appiin. 
county of Dor/et, a man of good parts, and 
holy life, had his cattle taken away and 
fold, on account of his xon-conformity. 

Mr. ‘fohn Tredwel, a man of an un- John 
blemifhed life and converfation; a folid Tredwel- 
and ufeful preacher. When preaching at 
the houfe of one Mr. Pol/ard, an oar-ma- 
ker, at Dancing-bridge, by the water-fide 
in St. Olave Southwark; Mr. Brown the 
informer, and Mr. Cook the conftable, dif- 
turbed them. Mr. I7redwe/ and fome others 
efcaped, by getting away backwards. Of 
thofe that remained, fome paid them five 
fhillings a-piece ; others gave their names, 
and places of abode. 

Mr. Francis Stanley, of Northampton- Francis 
fire, a very noted man for his zeal and Sey- 
piety, was imprifoned in Northampton goal, 
for the great crime of preaching. He 
wrote a little piece, entitled, The go/pel- 
honour, and the church’s ornament. He bore 
his fufferings like a chriftian, and lived to 
fee better days. He died about the year 
1696, and was buried at Ea/f-Haddon in 
that county. 

Mr. 
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Mr. ‘fobn Grunden of Cocket, near Tow- 
cefter, and Mr. ‘fobn Stanton of Bliffworth, 
were imprifoned by a bifhop’s writ, and 
continued there many years, even until /7- 
berty of confcience was proclaimed by king 
‘fames IJ. Their goods and cattle were 
feized, and taken from them, only becaufe 
they could not in confcience conform to 
the rites and ceremonies of the eftablifhed 
church. 

Mr. Stephen Curtis was born at Har- 
ringworth in the county of Northampton, 
and was a very ufeful minifter there. He 
was taken into cuftody by the bifhop’s writ, 
and lay in prifon many years. He being a 
JSeepherd, had his fheep and goods feized, 
and taken from him; whereby he was 
much impoverifhed, and /iffered greatly. 

Mr. fofeph Slater, Mr. William Stan- 
ger, and Mr. Robert Bringhurft, to efcape 
imprifonment, were obliged to fly out of 
the county. But they had their goods 
and cattle feized often, and redeemed by 
fome of their neighbours; fo that they 
were thereby put to great charges, and in 
the end taken by procefs, and made to pay 
goal-fees, to obtain their liberty. 

Mr. Benjamin Morley of Ramfthorp, Mr. 
‘fobn Ieas of Eaft-Haddon, Mr. William 
Smith, and Mr. Wilkam Blifs of Welfton, 
Mr. ‘Sfobn Gilby, of Long-Bugby in the 
county of Northampton, were all of them 
under jines for non-conformity. And be- 
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fides the lofs of their goods, were many 
times zmprifoned, and greatly harrafled by 
their perfecutors. 

_ Mr. Hercules Collins, a faithful minifter ae 
of the gofpel ; though he had nota learn- tiers 
ed education, yet wasa very ufeful and la- 
borious fervant of Chrift, and one that 
fuffered smprifonment for his fake. He be- 

pan to be religious early, and continued 
faithful to the laft, and was not fhock’d 
by the fury of perfecutors. ‘ He was one, 
© fays Mr. Piggot, that had a folid acquain- ee 
tance with divine things; about which  ””” 
he always {poke with a becoming fe- 
rioufnefs, and a due relith. He 
fhewed an unwearied endeavour to re- 
cover the decayed power of religion ; for 
he lived what he preached, and it plea- 
fed God to fucceed his endeavougs in the 
gofpel after a wonderful manner. 

‘ He had Luther’s three qualifications 
for a gofpel-minifter ; he was much gi- 
ven to meditation and prayer ; and hard- 
ly any man was more grievoufly tempt- 
ed of the devil than he, though for ma- 
ny years Satan, ina great meafure, was 
bruifed under his feet; and God had fo 
cleared up his love to his foul, that he 
could fay, I know in whom I have belie- 
ved. His conftant walk was inthe fear 
of the Lord, and in the comforts of the 
Holy Ghoft. He hada full affurance of 
the love of God for many years: yet 
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this did not make him carelefs, and neg- 
ligent in duty: it did not lift him up 
above meafure, but kept him at the foot 
of Chrift. He was faithful in every re- 
lation; a man of truth and integrity, 
one entirely devoted to the fervice of the 
temple, and zealoufly bent to promote 
the intereft of the Lord redeemer.’ Af- 
ter a few days indifpofition, he was re- 
moved from the toils of the pulpit to the 
triumphs of the throne, on the 4th day of 
Odtober, Anno Dom. 1702. He wrote a 
large pamphlet in 4to, intitled, The /andy 
foundation of infants baptif/m f/haken. 

Mr, ‘fofeph Davis, a very zealous and 
pious preacher, was born at Chippzng-Nor- 
ton, a corporation in the county of Oxford, 
i the month of uguft 1627. His fa- 
ther, Mr. ¥ohbn Davis, who had been for 
a long time a burgefs, and chief magiftrate 
of the aforefaid corporation, in thofe days 
nick-named a Puritan, brought up his 
children religioufly; which, fays Mr. ¥o- 
Jeph Davis, * by the effectual working of 
‘ the Spirit of God, wrought his fear in 
* me in my childhood, fo as to fhun and 
‘ hate bad companions ; and alfo, as well 
* asI could, in that ftate of childhood, to 
‘ feek my Creator in prayer privately.’ 
To pafs by the fufferings of his father, 
wherein he loft his all; Mr. Cooling, a 
mercer at Coventry, took our $ofeph ap- 
prentice; and whilft fuch, he embraced 
the 
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the principles of the Bapti/fs, and was bap- 
tized at Coventry, and thereupon became 
defpifed by all the family. About the 
year 1655, he married Mrs, Elizabeth 
Wright of Daventree, in the county of 
Northampton: by whom, he fays, ‘ he 
* obtained, as the gift of God, four chil- 
* dren, which have all been removed from 
* me by death, but my fon Yo/eph, whom 
* the Lord hath made a ftaff tome in my 
‘ old age, and who is joined in the fame 
* chriftian communion with me, among 
‘ thofe that keep the commandments of 
* God, and the faith of Jefus. 

‘ AzouT the time, fays he, the king 
* [Charles II.] enter’d London, 1 was ille- 
* gally feized by the county troops, and 
‘ carried a prifoner feven miles from my 
* habitation and calling, to Burford, and 
* there detained two days, being oftentimes 
* tempted to drink the king’s health: but, 
* out of confcience, I as often refufed fo 
‘ vain an action, though it began to be 
‘ very much the cuftom of the time. 

‘ My /fecond imprifonment, was after 
© Venner’s unlawful infurreétion, when the 
‘ militia of the county, horte and foot, 
‘ were raifed for the fuppreffing lefs than 
‘ forty mer; who being over-powered by 
‘ their unequal force, and thofe that were 
‘ left alive of this fmall party taken into 
* cuftody, a troop of horfe, and fome 
* companies of militia, came on the fe- 
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venth day in the evening to our town: 
and Mr. Hoard, one of the captains of 
the county-troops, came to my {hop, afk- 
ing my name, and demanding arms, 
rudely made me a prifoner for nothing ; 
put me into the euftody of a foldier, who 
prefently carried me to the inn. My 
houfe was rifled by his foldiers, who 
took away my goods felonioufly ; and 
all night I was kept there, from my wife 
and children, and till Sunday towards 
evening, when the lord lieutenant Fau/k- 
land came: who, after he had vented 
malicious words again{ft me, for difcover- 
ing that he had been formerly in Booth’s 
plot, againft the then government, he 
tender’d me the oath of allegiance, which 
I did not refufe: and then demanding 
the good behaviour, the breach of which, 
they interpreted would be going to any 
feparate aflembly for the fake of religious 
worfhip. This arbitrary demand I re- 
fufed, indeed, and was kept all night, 


and on Monday tent to Oxford-caftle, 


with others of my honeft neighbours, 
until the Lent aflizes ; when no matters 
being alledged againft us, we were pri- 
vately releafed by the lord lieutenant. 

‘In ‘fanuary, the year following, one 
Worge, a conftable, as he faid, had ver- 
bal order from the lord Faulkland, to 
take me up again, and carry me to Ox- 


‘ Jord, which he did accordingly ; and 
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with fuch a guard, as if I had been a 


criminal, although without any warrant 
of commitment, and delivered me a pri- 
Jfoner to the goaler; where I was detain- 
ed till the Lewt affizes, and then obtain- 
ed to be called. 

‘THE judge would know, what I was 
committed for; and, after 1 had opened 
the cafe to him, he replied, I muft not 
interfere with the lord lieutenant’s pow- 
er; and fo I was remanded back to pri- 
jon, until the fummer affizes. In doing 
which, he a¢ted contrary to his com- 
miffion and oath; but then having a 
more juft judge than the other was, he 
releafed me; the lord Faulkland, my 
adverfary, having before this, been fum- 
moned by death, tothe great tribunal. 

‘THe next {pring I was committed to 
prifon by Sit Thomas Pennifon, deputy- 
lieutenant, upon the fame account, where 
I remained abaut ¢wo years ; and appear- 
ing in court, where he was prefent, I 
told him before the judge of the feffions, 
that the Englj/b laws were tender of 
mens liberties, and did not countenance 
the keeping them always, no, nor fo 
long in prifon, although a legal occafion 
had been given for the behaviour to be 
required ; whereas I had broken no law, 
nor was charged with the breach of any 
by my commitment. He faid, that in- 
deed fhould have been; and they, whil- 
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pering together, malicioufly tender’d the 
oath of allegiance. 1 anfwered them, I 
had taken it already ; and there being 
no new matter againft me, they might 
tender it, ad infinitum: and therefore I 
could not in confcience comply with 
them herein, becaufe I thought fuch 
needlefs repetition of a /olemn oath would 
be little better than vain /wearing. 
‘ But however, ina few feffions, they 
premunired me, which, in feverity, is 
the lofs of all my goods and chattels, and 
imprifonment during the king’s pleafure. 
A frightful fentence, had not my God 
re{trained the execution, and fortified me 
by his grace, with patience, courage, 
and refolution. 
‘ BuT now, the proud waves went over 
my foul: for my dear wife, who having 
had the incumbrance af my fhop, and 
three children lying upon her hands, de- 
{paired of my liberty, and of enjoying 
the affiftance and comfort of a hufband 
fhe entirely loved, fell into a deep con- 
fumption, of which fhe languifhed a- 
bove two years, which much ha/fened * 
my affliction. During which time, her 
affections carried her fometimes beyond 
her ability, to come and fee me, when 
fhe was fo weak, that I was forced to 
carry her up ftairs in my arms. But 
when fhe was near her end, by the means 
* heightned, I fuppofe it foould be. 
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of the aforefaid Sir Thomas Pennifon’s 
lady's midwife, he ordered me fo much 
liberty, in the year 1665, that I had 
the opportunity to fee her laft end, and 
difpofe of my houfe and fhop-goods, and 
put my children out to nurfe: after 
which, I return’d again to my pri/on, as 
ordered. When I had been in my tribu- 
lation ten days, i. €. @ prifoner ten years, 
or near upon, and the counfel of the 
Lord had tried me, the king fent and 
loofed my bands, and the ruler of the 
people let me go free, without any fnare 
laid before me. After that, fays he, 
I came to London, and in fome little 
time fent for my children up, but could 
not foon fall into an employment, tho’ 
I fought very carefully after it. At 
length, by the direction of God’s provi- 
dence, I fet up the trade of a Iinnen-dra- 
per, beginning firft in a garret, and af- 
terwards I made ufe of a middle room, 
till at length, the providence of God di- 
recting, I took a fhopin the Little Mi- 
nories. — Though I was fettled ina very 
good bufinefs, it was not e/ght years e’er 
a general ftorm arofe, that affected all 
the diffenters, in moft parts of this na- 
tion, who were faithful and couragious 
in their holy profeffion ; the enemy turn- 
ing the laws, made againft Papifts, upon 
the Diffenters: of which, I had_ my 
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fhare, and was fined fwenty pound per 
month, being taken at three meetings. 

‘ Tue forward perfecutors affrighting 
the peace-officers with threats, to caufe 
them to make diftrefs upon my goods; 
they came upon the fabbath-evening to 
break open my fhop, and had almoft 
effected it, but left off; whether it were 
that my family’s being a finging while 
they were doing it, or by reafon of fome 
other powerful conviction ; or that 
Mr, Fomlinfon, nailing up the windows 
almoft broken open, with fome long 
nails, prevented them, I do not deter- 
mine; however, they gave over for that 
time. But being informed by a neigh- 
bour, that they intended to come the 
next week with the trained bands, to 
make a f{poil and prey of what I had, I 
fuddenly removed my goods from my 
houfe and fhop into the city, and made 
fale of them; and [ and my wife [Ais 
fecond wife) went and lived privately 
-fome years, until God ftayed his rough 
winds in the day of bis eaft winds; and 
king “fames afcended the throne, decla- 
ring for liberty of conf{cience.’ 

He lived till the year 1706, and then 


died on the 16th of February. He left a 
manufcript, entitled, Azs Laff Legacy: 
which was publifhed, and given at his fu- 
neral to his friends and acquaintance. The 
fame was reprinted at London, in the year 
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1720. From whence I colleéted this ac- 
count. 

Mr. George Saunders was many years George 
a preacher to the church at Chatham, where Seunders 
Mr. Edward Morecock was paftor. He 
was once jined for preaching; was univer- 
fally refpected and beloved by people of all 
denominations, though in a low condition 
of life. He died in the year 1715, about 
the age of fixty. 

Mr. Richard Drinkwater, was born at Richara 
Milton Abbey, in the county of Dor/et, Drink 
Anno Dom. 1646, and was baptized in the “*~ 
year 1667. He fucceeded Mr. Wentworth, 
who I take to be the firft paftor of the 
Baptift church at Port/mouth, and was 
ordained elder of that church in the year 
1669. He preached to them with good 
fuccefs many years, and was much re- 
{pected for his piety, prudence, and good 
behaviour to the laft. He was a faithful 
fufferer in the caufe of truth and liberty. 

At one time he was a prifoner eighteen 
months, and at other times under fies and 
profecutions. 

Mr. Thomas Bowes, a perfon of great a- Thomas 
bilities, and an acceptable preacher. He Bowes. 
Juffered very much for his fteadinefs to his 
principles and practice ; occupying certain 
land in Port/mouth Ifand. The bufy in- 
formers ufed to drive away his cattle, of a 
confiderable value, and fell them to fup- 
port their debaucheries and Sette aR 
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He was minifter of the baptized congre- 
gation at Port/mouth, and fome time co- 
paftor with Mr. Richard Drinkwater, and 
continued paftor thereof fome years after 
Mr. Drinkwater’s deceafe. 

Mr. fobn Maulden, a pious and worthy 
minifter of the gofpel, was profecuted for 
his non-conformity in the latter part of the 
reign of king Charles II. upon the act of 
the 23d of queen Elizabeth, and fined 
zwenty pound per month; upon which his 
goods were feized, and he fent to New 
Prifon at Clarkenwell, and confined there 
for fome time among the felons. He, with 
fome others who were there imprifoned on 
the fame account, were removed toa cham- 
ber in the prifon, where they continued 
till fet at liberty by king ames II. He 
was paftor of the congregation of Bapti/ts 
that met in Eaf? Smithfield, and fucceeded 
Mr. Samuel Loveday. When the times 
would not permit them to meet at their 
publick place, they ufually met together 
privately, at one or other of their private 
houfes. After he obtained his liberty, they 
built for him a meeting-houfe in Goodman's 
Fields, where he continued fome years, 
with good fuccefs in his miniftry. Bute 
upon enquiry into the controver/y refpect- 
ing the Sabbath, he became perfaaded in 
his own mind, that it was the duty of 
chriftians to keep the feventh day asa Sab- 
bath: his people not being of the fame 
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fentiment, they parted by confent; and 
he thereupon joined the people of that fen- 
timent, (who ftill meet in Mi/]-Yard) and 
became co-paftor with Mr. Savage, of 
them ; where he remained till the time of 
his death, which was in February, Anno 
1714, at the age of about feventy years. 
Thus his practice became confentaneous 
to his principles. It muft indeed be grant- 
ed, that there have been, and are ftill fome, 
who notwithftanding their opinion of hold- 
ing the feventh day as the chriftian fabbath, 
do become paftors of congregations hold- 
ing the contrary. 

Ir the /venth day ought to be obferved 
as the chriftian fabbath, then all congre- 
gations that obferve the /ir/f day as fuch, 
muft be fabbath-breakers. But, as the 
Rev. Mr. Benjamin Keach has with great 
pains and accuracy well handled this point, 
and proved the abrogation of the old /z- 
venth-day fabbath, and that the fr/?-day 
is of divine appointment; and as the fame 
has not yet been replied to, I muft leave 
thofe gentlemen on the contrary fide to 
their own fentiments; and to vindicate 
the practice of becoming paftors to a peo- 
ple, whom, in their confcience, they mutt 
believe to be breakers of the fabbath. 

Tue books publifthed by Mr. Maulden 
were as follow. 
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1. THE pious young man’s guide, or a 
compendious and ufeful catechifm for 
children, and all young perfons; being 
reprefented as a converfation between a 
father and his fon. 

2. Athreefold dialogue, concerning the 
three chief points in controver/y amongft 
the Proteftants in our days, viz. 1. Whe- 
ther the holy fcriptures do prove the do- 
étrine of free grace, or free will? 2. Whe- 
ther delievers, or infant-baptifm, be the 
ordinance of Chrift? 3. Whether the /e- 
venth, or the firff day of the week, be 
the /abbath of the Lord? 

3. ImperFectTions difcovered ; in 
which he deplores the unconcernednefs of 
profeffors for real, and fubftantial religion, 
and their heats and divifions about points 
not neceffary to falvation., 

Mr. Francis Morrifs, a very pious and 
ufeful minifter, and one who very much 
promoted the great affairs of religion in the 
world. He wasaman of excellent natu- 
ral parts, if not of great learning. The 
diftance of time, and death of fome per- 
fons, prevents my having a due account of 
him. He was avery great /ufferer in his 
day for righteoufnefs fake, though I can 
obtain but one circumftance thereof; and 
that is, when he lived at Priors Marfton, 
in the county of Warwick, he, with 
fome others, were by virtue of a warrant, 
had before a juftice of the peace at Wil. 
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houghby ; and a neighbouring clergyman 
appeared there, very zealous to {pur on, 
and further their profecution. They en- 
quired, by what law they were profecu- 
ted? The juftice anfwered, by virtue of 
the ftatute made in the 3 5th of queen E/- 
zabeth, They were threaten’d with im- 
prifonment, yet efcaped at that time, but 
upon what terms, my manuf{cript does not 
inform me. 


rA4t 


Mr, William Smith, of Welton in the William 
county of Northampton, a great fufferer for Sm 


the fake of Chriftand his gofpel. He was the 
fon of Mr. Fohn Smith, author of an eflay on 
univerfal redemption; and was a man of 
excellent parts and learning, very ufeful in 
his day, and of great faithfulnefs, which 
procured him refpect even amongft thofe 
who were of the eftablifhed church. The 
conftable of Welton was obliged to feize 
his goods, by virtue of a warrant brought 
to him by a bufy informer. He had them 
cryed in Daventree-market, to be fold ata 
day appointed, wholefale, and not retail. 
The informer pleafing himfelf with an in- 
tent to purchafe them, was difappointed 
by the great price the conftable fet on them, 
and no body elfe appearing to purchafe 
them, they were left in the conftable’s 
hands, A friend of Mr. Smith's, from 
Warwick, with the conftable’s confent, 
bought the goods of the conftable at a pub- 
lick-houfe for ¢hirty fhillings, the which 
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money the conftable put into the hands of 
Mr. Smith, on his promife to repay it, if 
called for, which never happened. So 
that by the favour of the conftable, he had 
his goods again without any coft or da- 
mage. 

Once ona Lord’s-day, when Mr. Smith 
was preaching, a military officer, with fome 
foldiers, difturbed him, and commanded 
him to be filent, affuring him that he was 
his prifoner: upon which he afked him 
for his warrant; he having none, put his 
hand to his fword, and told him that was 
his commiffion. Mr. Smith replied, that 
was a highwayman’s commiffion, and if 
he had no other he fhould not regard it. 
Then the officer went to a neighbouring 
juftice of the peace for a warrant, com- 
manding the foldiers to ftand at the door, 
and keep all the people in till he returned, 
In the interim, Mr. Smith went on with 
his fermon, which when finifhed, the 
people prefled by the foldiers, and went 

ome. The officer, upon his return, was 
angry with the foldiers, who told him they 
could not hinder them; and fo they all 
efcaped at thattime. Mr. Sith was once 
conimitted to Northampton goal for preach- 
ing; but from whence he was taken, and 
how long he lay there, Ido not find. 

He wrote three books, one, on the per- 
fonal reign of Chrift; another, on George 
Keith’s three fermons; and the other was 

In 
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in anfwer to Mr. Hunt, of infants bap- 
tifm. 

Mr. Thomas Garret, a very zealous pro- Thomas 
moter of the gofpel of his mafter, and Garret. 
very fuccefsful therein. He wasa man of 
good natural parts, and had fome fhare of 
fufferings for Chrift’s fake, and the gofpel’s. 
His fidelity and good behaviour procured 
him friends, fo that he efcaped imprifon- 
ment, by being aforehand informed of a 
Warrant that was taken out againft him for 
preaching. For when he lived at Flecknoe 
in the county of Warwick, his brother, 
who was not a Baptift, through the igno- 
rance of the officers, was laid hold on, and 
had before the juftice, who threaten’d to 
commit him to prifon for preaching. But 
he declaring that he was not Thomas Gar- 
ret, was difcharged. I do not find that 
Mr. Garret was ever imprifoned, but he 
was obliged very often to abfcond, his 
enemies continually lying in wait to ap- 
prehend him. 

Mr. Benjamin Keach, of whom I thall 
give a more particular account in another 
place. He was a very worthy and pious 
minifter of the gofpel. After he had /u/- 
fered, asis before related, Vol. HI. p.185, 
he continued about four years in the coun- 
try, preaching from place to place, both 
publickly and privately, as opportunities 
prefented, being continually harraffed and 


followed by his perfecutors. His Hees 
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trial and fuffering rendering him more ac- 
ceptable to the zzformers than others, fo 
that it was not likely he could enjoy any 
quiet fettlement in thofe parts for the fer- 
vice of the church of Chrift; and he, ha- 
ving not then taken upon him the charge of 
any people, thought of removing to Lon- 
don, where he might have an opportunity 
of doing more good. Accordingly, he 
turned his effects into money, and fet out 
with his wife and children for London, in 
the year 1668. But in his journey up, the 
coach was befet with highwaymen, who 
compelled all the paflengers to come out, 
and took from them all they could find of 
any value. This was no {mall trial, to be 
bereft of all that he had, and left to fhift, 
with a wife and three children, in a ftrange 
place. Thus he came to London, without 
any money, and almoft without acquain- 
tance. However, a man of fuch a publick 
character, and fpotlefs converfation, was 
foon taken notice of; and the Bapfti/ts, 
who are as teady to acts of charity as any 
others, took care to fupply his prefent ne- 
ceflities ; and he joined with the reft of the 
paflengers in fuing the county, and fo re- 

covered the whole of their lofs again. 
Gop has various ways to try the faith of 
fome, and the charity of others; and by 
unexpected crofles, does often raife up, or 
caft down his children, as he fees to be 
meet for their good. He offers to many 
brave 
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brave and virtuous men, troubles and af- 
flictions, that they may exert and diftin- 
guith themfelves above others. And many 
things feem evil which are not really fo, 
but are opportunities given us to fhew our 
conftancy and courage. 

WueEn the indulgence granted to pro- 
teftant diflenters was removed, he was a- 
gain very much haraffed by his perfecutors, 
and forced to remove from place to place 
for his fecurity from their rage: and tho’ 
the congregation, of which he was paitor, 
were very careful to conceal themfelves, 
yet they were ¢wzce difturbed. 

Beinc met for religious worfhip {n 7a- 
cob-ftreet, and ina private houfe down an 
alley, the church-wardens, with Mr. Cook 
the conftable, came in and feized fix per- 
fons, and had them before juftice Reading, 
who bound them over to appear at the 
quarter feffions. At another time they met 
together at the widow Col/fe’s houfe at Ken- 
nington, to join together in the facrament 
of the Lord’s-fupper. At the conclufion 
of which finging an hymn, the officers of 
the parith foon attended them: but having 
the conveniency of a back-door, they all 
efcaped except one; who returning back 
again for fomething he had left behind, 
was apprehended and taken, He was carri- 
ed before a juftice of peace, who commit- 
ted him to prifon, where he continued till 
fome of his friends became bound for him. 
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At the next guarter fefions he was fined, 
and his fine paid. The king’s meflenger 
was fent to apprehend the widow , but 
being informed fhe was nurfe to one who 
lay fick of the {mall pox, he departed with 
an oath, and fought no more after her. 

Mr. Keach, after this, was fought for, 
by one of the king’s meflengers ef the prefs, 
for printing a little book, called, The child's 
inftruétor. This book, as near as he could 
make it, was the fame for which he was 
imprifoned, and put into the pillory; the 
other being then not to be obtained, tho’ 
he fought greatly after it. He was at this 
time tenant to that noted informer Cood, 
but not known to him by his name. The 
which, when he came to know, he told 
him, that one of the king’s mefiengers was 
in queft of him; and for his fake, as a 
tenant, he fcreened him. But at length 
he was taken up by a warrant, left by the 
faid meffenger with another man in their 
neighbourhood, and was carried before 
juftice Glover. 

THE juftice being informed of an an- 
cient gentleman of worth and credit, (who 
was one of the members of Mr. Keach’s 
charch, viz. Sobn Roberts, do€tor of 
phyfick) fent for him; and when he 
came, afked him if he knew that man, 
pointing to Mr. Keach. The door an- 
iwered, Yes; very well. Then faid the 
juftice, will you be bound for him? Yes, 
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replies the doctor, body for body. ‘The 
doctor’s bail being taken, Mr. Keach was 
difcharged: but in the iffue, he was fined 
twenty pounds; the which he was obli- 
ged to pay, when others, under the like 
circumftances, efcaped through the infuf- 
ficiency of the bail, that was generally ta- 
ken in thofe times. 

Tuis Dr. Roberts was famous for two 
excellent medicines he prepared, viz. a2 
tinéiure, which is a wonderful, and an 
immediate cure for the b/oody-flux, and the 
gripes; and fugar-plumbs tor children, 
which have been found to bring from them 
many ftrange and monftrous worms. And 
thefe two medicines were the chief fupport 
of the doctor and his wife, the latter part 
of their life, till through age he became 
incapable to prepare them any longer. 
He then contracted with Mr. Keach, to 
teach one of his daughters to prepare the 
fame: and Mr. Keach became bound to 
allow a fufficient, limited, weekly mainte- 
nance, for the fupport of the doétor and 
his wife, during their lives; the which 
he performed to the full fatisfaction of 
them both. And thefe two ufeful medi- 
cines have been ever fince, and are ftill 
prepared by the faid daughter of Mr.Keach; 
and have been, and {till are efteemed very 
ufeful for the aforementioned purpofes. 
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Mr. Andrew Gifford, a worthy and no- 


ted minifter of the gofpel, whofe memory 
is yet precious to many in the Weft of 
England, having laboured amongft them 
about /ix¢y years. He was eminently own- 
ed by the Lord in his minifterial fervice ; 
for many hundreds were the feals of his 
miniftry: And tho’ his church confifted 
of about forty at his coming to them, yet, 
at his death, they were encreafed to near 
four hundred members. He fet out in his 
mafter’s work, in the year 1661, a threat- 
ning time; and, for twenty-ezght years, 
was a zealous and patient /ufferer for the 
fake of it. Tho’ he was paftor of a fe- 
parate gongregation, yet he declined not 
preaching in the publick places of wor- 
fhip, as providence gave him opportu- 
nity; and, particularly, in the parifh 
church of St. Leonara’s in the city of Br7- 
fol, till excluded by the aé# of uniformity ; 
and even after that, he did not fcruple to 
accept of the offer of feveral country 
churches, when a convenient place near 
was not to be had, provided he had the 
leave, either of the church-wardens, or 
the incumbents; fome of whom, who 
greatly valued him for his piety, and zeal 
for God’s glory, and good of fouls, would 
honour him by being his auditors, tho’ 
others were greatly offended, and gave him 
all the difturbance and interruption that 
wasin their power. He was once invited 
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to a very confiderable market-town in 
Somerfet/bire, to preach a funeral fermon, 
for a gentlewoman, that'was wife to one 
of the moft refpected and wealthy perfons 
in the town. Leave was eafily obtain’d 
for him to preach it in the parifh church ; 
but his enemies kept the organs playing fo 
long after he was in the pulpit, that he 
perceived their intention, and therefore 
retired into the church yard, and ftanding 
upon a high tomb-ftone, he preached it 
there to a numerous audience, without 
any further difturbance. From that time, 
the gentleman freely offered him the ufe 
of his houfe, in which he and his fon 
preached for many years to a confiderable 
number of people, and not without fome 
tokens of divine blefling. Many fuch 
paflagers as this occurred in his life. It 
was no unufual thing for him to leave the 
church, or houfe, or barn (for it was all 
one to him where he preached) when too 
{mall to contain the audience, and go out 
into the fields to preach to the people. He 
was often forced to {wim thro’ great floods 
in his journeys, which he chofe rather than 
difappoint the meetings, And tho’ he ef- 
caped drowning, when others who made 
the fame dangerous experiment did not; 
yet he often fell into the hands of perfe- 
cuting enemies, and was treated by them 
with all the feverity, that was in their 
power. Four times he was in prifon, dur- 
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in the three hot ftorms of perfecution in 
king Charles's reign; thrice in Newgate in 
Briftol, and once in Glocefter-cafile; and 
muft have been there many times more, if 
providence had not intervened, by favouring 
his efcape in a peculiar manner, and giv- 
ing him favour in the eyes of fome of the 
magiftrates of the city of Bri/fol, who could 
not approve of hurting fo innocent and 
holy a man, whole very prefence and coun- 
tenance, {truck an awe into the beholders. 

Once,while he was preaching in the cha- 
pel of the Black-friers, at Briffel, which was 
the place his people had hired for that pur- 
pofe, the mayor and aldermen, having no- 
tice of 1, came with the fword, and other 
city regalia * before them, and command- 
ed him to be filent, and come down ; he 
told them, he was about his maiter’s bu- 
fincis; but if they pleafed to ftay till he 
had done, he would go where-ever they 
pleafed. Accordingly, they fat down, and 
attended to the word with a great deal of 
reverence, till he had done; and then he 
waited on them to the Council-hou/e, where 
they difmified him, after giving him a {oft 
reproof and caution, not to oficnd for the 
future. 

ANOTHER time, they would have re- 
leafed him, if he would have promrifed zo 
preach no more, but he abfolutely refuted 
that; telling them, that he ought to obey 

* Sic origine, 
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God rather than man; upon which he 
was fent to Newgate for a month. While 
he was there, a grievous diftemper got 
among the prifoners, and carried off a 
great number ; but he found favour in 
the eyes of the keeper, who removed him, 
and fome other pious minifters and fuf- 
ferers, into an houfe in an airy place. 

ANOTHER time, notice being given of 
his preaching, the magiftrates fent an of- 
ficer to take him, who found him in the 
pulpit, and commanded him to give over, 
and go along with him; which he refufing 
to do, he firuck him on the face; upon 
which he immediately turned, and whe- 
ther he frighted him by the feverity of his 
countenance, or by telling him, that God 
fhould finite him as a whited wall ; {o+it 
was, that he was fo awed, as to ftay pa- 
tiently, till he had done, tho’ he came, as 
he afterwards confeffed, refolved to pull 
him out of the pulpit: He then went with 
him to the council, who again reproved 
him for his contempt of publick authority, 
and fo difmiffed him for that time. But, 
notwithftanding all the interpofition of his 
friends among the rulers, he was twzce 
more fent to Newgate, as was before hinted, 
and took joyfully the /poiling of bis goods, 
for he h/t his all, However, God won- 
derfully provided for him ; neither he, nor 
his wife, and numerous family of /ever 
children, were ever in want, 
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DurinG the heat of thefe purfecutions, 
he was wonderfully affifted ; and my au- 
thor fays, he has heard him fpeak it with 
great pleafure, that tho’ abundance of pro- 
feflors forfook the good old way, and 
conformed for fear of men, yet he loft 
but two of his members, (ove of whom 
became a grievous perfecutor, and doth 
died miferable) but had more than thirty 
added to his church. He alfo obferved 
with joy, that he never loft a day of 
prayer, a meeting of conference, or for 
the adminiftration of the Lord’s-fupper, 
except when he was in prifon: And even 
there he preached and prayed with the 
prifoners, with confiderable encourage- 
ment; the goals being remarkably reform- 
ed, while he and other minifters continued 
in them. 

In order to efcape the fury of his ad- 
verfaries, he often went difguifed in the 
habit of an officer, gentleman, and the 
like ; and providence very often remarkably 
appeared. One time, when he was preach- 
ing, his fon Emanuel (afterwards an emi- 
nent and fuccefsful minifter, afliftant, and 
co-paftor with him near ¢hirty years) who 
was the {py upon the informers, being 
then but eleven or twelve years old; and 
neglecting his office for the fake of his 
play, the znformers came up to him be- 
fore he was aware of them; however, he 
ran, and gave notice to the people of their 
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approach, and thereby difcovered the place 
where the meeting was held. They were 
fo enraged at the courage of the youth, 
that they left the meeting to purfue him ; 
and did it fo clofely, that at length being 
quite tired out with the fatigue of dodging 
them thro’ feveral ways and paflages, he 
took fanctuary under a ftair-cafe of a 
neighbouring houfe; where he could hear 
them fwear, as they went by, that if they 
could catch the young fanatical dog, they 
would cut him as fmall as herbs for the 
pot. However, they miffed their prey ; 
the Lord difappointed their devices, the 
{nare broke, and both he, his father, and 
all the people at the meeting efcaped. 
ANOTHER time, being furprifed on a 
fudden, and taken by the znformers, he 
flipt off his great loofe coat ; and fo for that 
time got clear of them, leaving it in their 
hands. The next day they had it cry’d be- 
fore his door, but no body appearing to own 
it, they were difappointed in their defign. 
In the year 1672, when king Charles 
II, affumed a power to difpenfe with the 
penal laws, and publifhed a declaration 
of indulgence, to that purpofe; though the 
Baptifts could by no means be brought to 
approve of it; yet fome of them did not 
refufe the relief that thereby they en- 
joyed, from a grievous oppreffion, even as 
people in want are not ufed to enquire, 
whether the hands that fupply them are 
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clean or no. Among others that enjoyed 
the benefit of it, as itafforded a little breath 
from the hard bondage of perfecution, at 
leaft for the prefent; and efpecially gave 
them a farther opportunity of ferving God, 
and their generation, in promoting the in- 
tereft of precious fouls, Mr. Gifford was 
one, who received a licen/e under the king’s 
hand and feal, and counterfigned by lord 
Arlington, chen one of the fecretaries of 
ftate. x have feen the original, and the fol- 
lowing i is the true copy there 


CHARLES BR. 
GHEE. by the grace of God, king of 
England, Scotland, France, and Ire- 
land, defender of the faith, &c. To all 
mayors, bailiffs, conftables, and other our 
officers, and minifters, civil and military, 
whom it may concern, greeting. 
In purfuance of our declaration of the 
r5th of March, 1671-2, we do hereby 
permit and licenfe Andrew Gifford, of our 
city of Briel, of the perfuafion commonly 
called Bay optifis , to be a teacher, and to 
teach in any vlace licenfed, and. allowed 
by us, according to our crn declaration. 
Given at our court at Whitehall, the sth 
day of September, in the 24th year 
of cur reign, 1672. 
Gifford, a teacher. 
By his Majefty’s command, 
Arlington. 
THE 
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Tue diffenters not anfwering the king’s 
end, this favour did not laft long ; and 
perfecution returned with greater violence 
and feverity. Mr. Gifford foon felt the 
effects of it, and his enemies gladly em- 
braced the opportunity of fhewing their 
envy and rage again{t him. In order to 
efcape their fury, he frequently preached 
in the foreft of Kingfwood, about three 
miles from Briftol, The county juftices 
heard it with great indignation ; but pro- 
vidence prevented his falling into their 
hands, till the end of November, 1680, 
when he was taken by a warrant, figned 
by no lefs than thirteen of them, and fent 
to goal. As this was the laft and longeit 
imprifonment he underwent, fo feveral cir- 
cumftances concurred to mzke it the moft 
remarkable. His fon, that was the watch 
upon the informers, was prevented giving 
timely notice of their coming, by being 
froze ta the ground, upon which he had 
fat down but a few minutes to reft him- 
felf; nor could he get free till he cut off 
the fkirts of a new freize coat he had on, 
and left them faftened to it by the vio- 
lence of the froft. A worthy Independent 
minifter, that preached at the fame time 
in a neighbouring part of the wood, in 
attempting to crofs the river to efcape their 
rage, loft his life. And the Colhers hear- 
ing that Mr. Gifford was taken, rofe in 
great numbers, and came armed with oe 
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and clubs, and other rural weapons, and 
generoufly offered, at once, to refcue him 
out of their hands: But he refufed, fay- 
ing; ‘ That tho’ he thought he might 
juftly do all he could to prevent being 
“ feized; yet, being now actually taken, 
« and that by legal authority, he chofe to 
© fubmit to the law of the land, and leave 
« his caufe with God, who, he doubted 
* not, would order all things for the 
© beft *” He was no fooner brought be- 
fore one of the juftices, but his wzttimus 
was made, and upon reprefenting that he 
had fome affairs of importance, and that 


a 


* Providence feemed to give him an intimation of his 
danger the night before, which was fo far from intimidat- 
ing him, that it was a greater encouragement; for his 
wife dreamt, that he arofe to go out to preach according 
to his appointment; but upon opening the door, that the 
very firft ftep he took, was up to his knees in fnow; that 
thereupon fhe diffuaded him, but in vain; that he was 
feized by two particular men, whofe names fhe mentioned, 
and brought to the Su#-Tavern, that then was without 
Lawford s-Gate, and there confined in a great dining-room, 
being placed behind a particular table in it; and one of 
them, by main force, held him down by leaning on his 
right fhoulder, and the other on his left. It made fuch 
an impreflion, that fhe awaked with the fright, and told 
him of it, and did all fhe could to diffwade him: But he 
he told her, /Le talked like one of the foolifb women ; that 
nothing fhould hinder him from his matfter’s bufinefs. 
They arofe, and upon opening the door into the yard, 
they found there had fallen a great fnow, fince they went 
to bed, with a fevere froft, which had driven up to the 
houfe, fo that the firft ftep indeed was up to his knees: 
Upon this fhe repeated her importunity, but to no pur- 
pofe ; and the effect was, that he was taken according to 
her dream, and that every particular circumftance of it, 
was the next day punctually fulfilled, 


his 
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his wife was very near her time; and pro- 
mifing, that he would come and furrender 
himfelf at what time foever the juftice 
fhould appoint, he readily difmiffed him 
upon his parole of honour, giving him 
two or three days to fettle his affairs. But 
he was no fooner got home, when the 
harpies came and feized him ; and that ve- 
ry afternoon, hurried him away to Glouce- 
fter-caftle, which was thirty miles diftant, 
without regarding the juftice’s lenity. This 
is the county goal, and he entered it while 
the college chimes rung twelve at mid- 
night. I mention this circumftance, be- 
caufe providence afterwards over-ruled it 
for good. While he was there, he, and 
feveral other minifters, fet up preaching 
and praying; and a great reformation was 
wrought, efpecially among the felons. In 
the mean time, his enemies, to prevent his 
preaching any more in publick, procured 
an order from court, by means of the duke 
of York, afterwards king ‘fames II. to con- 
fine him there for 4fe; but the Lord made 
all their defigns abortive, and made them 
to know, that wherein they dealt proudly, 
he was above them, by catching them in 
their own fnare: For when the time that 
his m¢timus mentioned, v7z. fix months, was 
expired, he defired the keeper to difmifs 
him; who anfwered, it was unufual to 
open the gates at midnight; Mr. Gifford 
teplied, they were opened to let him es 
an 
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and therefore why fhould they not to let 
him out? And feconding his reafoning 
with a more powerful argument, being 
apprifed of his enemies defign, he was dif- 
charged at the time he came in, viz. 
twelve of the clock at night: And the very 
next morning, about /ix of the clock, the 
exprefs arrived from London, with the or- 
der to confine him during life. Thus, 
fays my author*, the wrath of man praifed 
God, and the remainder thereof did he 
reftrain, and turned that for good, which 
his enemies defigned for evil, as in the 
cafe of Fofeph: For if he had not been 
hurried to prifon, before his parole was out, 
he had not been difmiffed, in all probabi- 
lity, before the order had come. I have 
often heard him, fays he, make this re- 
mark, in telling this ftory, with great plea- 
fure, and thankfulnefs, as he always did 
any of his perfecutions; rejoicing, that he 
was counted worthy to fuffer for the name of 
Fefus. We left the reverend and learned 
Mi. George Fownes, in Gloucefter-caftle ; 
who, by the confinement, and a conftitu- 
tion broken with labours and fatigue in 
the fame caufe, foon after took his flight 
from a prifon below, to a paradife above. 

Mr. Fofeph Maifiers. 1 fhall give fome 
account of him hereafter, and only ob- 
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ferve here from Dr. Calamy * ; That © he Jofph 
* was born at Kzng/down, near Iilchefter, A 
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in the county of Somerfet, Nov. 13, 
1640. He went to Magdalen-College, the 
latter end of Feb. 1656; and there he 
continued, till upon the reftoration of 
of king Charles, commiffioners were fent 
down, as Wood exprefles it, to rectify 
all things in the univerfity. Among 
other reCtifications, they brought in the 
ceremonies of the church of England in- 
to that, as well as other colleges.: And 
Mr. Maifters thereupon removed to Mag- 
dalen-hall; and at that time ftanding for 
his degree of batchellor of arts, it was 
denied him, purely becaufe of his refuf- 
ing conformity. And, in this refpect, 
he was one of the firft /ufferers. Hav- 
ing feen fome certificates of this, I fhall 
here fubjoin them: And, fays the doc- 
tor, leave my reader to his own remarks, 


Feb. 5, 1660-1. 

HESE are to certify whom it 

may concern, that ‘Fo/eph Maz- 
fiers, ftadent of Magdalen-ball, (lately 
of Magdalen-college, in Oxon, during his 
abode in the faid univerfity, did behave 
him({elf pioufly, and ftudioufly ; and was 
forced to leave his place in the faid col- 
lege ; as alfo, was denied his degree of 
batcbellor in arts, (having compleated his 


* Continuation, p. 107. m3 
time, 


Maiitters, 


366 


4 N hal A a f 


ry fr nr n nf nr n a n “a a nr 


a 


A 


The History of the 


time, and performed all exercifes thereto 
required by the ftatutes) only upon this 
reafon; wz. for his non-conformity to 
the ecclefiaftical difcipline lately intro- 
duced into the faid college. In teftimony 
whereof, we fubfcribe our names, 


Henry Wilkinfon, D.D. 


© I am perfuaded, that Mr. Mazffers, in 
refpect of his life and learning, is with- 
out exception: And I have attefted it 
before by my own hand, in the regifter 
of the congregation, that his prefenta- 
tion was unduely denied, after his grace 
was by me pronounced granted, merely 
upon the pretence of ou-conformity: So 
that the faid Mr. Maz/ers (in my opi- 
nion) hath a good right to challenge a 
prefentation to his degree, if it pleafe 
the vice-chancellor accordingly to ad- 
mit him thereunto. 
Ita teftor, 
Tho. Tanner, Acad. Proc. 


© We whofe names are underwrit, can 
teftify the truth of the forefaid certificate, 
and proctor’s fubfcription. 
‘ohn Williams, (then) dean. 
Edward Northmore, reg. mag. pte- 
fent at that congregation. 
Edmund Major, reg. mag. prefent 
at that congregation. 
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‘THESE are to certify, whom it 
may concern, that we whofe names are 
‘ here fubfcribed, having perfonal know- 
© ledge of Fofeph Maifters, do teftify, that 
“ he hath behaved himfelf ftudioufly, pi- 
‘ oufly, and defervingly, during his refi- 
* dence in the univerfity.’ 


Henry Hickman, B.D. 
George Cowper, A. M. 
Fokn Brett, A. M. 


€ 


AFTER fuch ufage,fays Dr. Calamy,Mr. 
Maifters had little heart to ftay any longer 
in the univerfity ; and therefore quitted it, 
after near five years continuance there, and 
lived, and followed his ftudies in private, 
preaching occafionally, as he had oppor- 
tunity. At length he fettled with a wor- 
fhipping fociety of chriftians, at Theobalds 
in Hertford/bire, and was ordained to the 
miniftry, Odfober 30, 1677, and continued 
exercifing his miniftry afterwards there, and 
in the city of London, fometimes more 
publickly, and fometimes more privately, 
as the times would allow, for f/ty years, 
till his death. 

Mr. Richard Allen, a man of great pi- 
ety and moderation, of whom I fhall make 
more mention hereafter. When preaching 
a lecture, on a Thurfday, was, with ten 
more feized, and carried to Newgate. He 
was fined fen pounds, and the reft fome 
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marks: He lay there about fx or /even 
weeks, His friends having fome intereft 
in the fheriffs, became bound for his good 
behaviour, and obtaining’ a remiffion of his 
fine, he was difcharged; the reft paying 
their fines, were difcharged alfo. 

AT another time, he was preaching in 
White s-alley, Moorfields, they met about 
five of the clock in the morning, the bet- 
ter to conceal themfelves; but fome troop- 
ers came in upon them, and abufed the 
people very much; threw one of the forms 
at Mr. di/en in the pulpit, broke down 
the galleries, and did about forty or fifty 
pounds damage to the meeting-houfe. 


CEST ECR RR ES 


Gelbil bie alte 


From the beginning of the reign of 
‘king James II. zo the glorious re- 
volution under king William III. 


of tmmmortal memory. 


< ING ‘ames I}. being now upon 


the throne, all the former heats 
and animofities againft him, on the ac- 
count of his being of the Roman-catholick 
religion, in the late reign, feemed now to 


a 
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be quite forgot, amidft the loud acclama- 
tions of the people at his acceffion. 
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Dr. Welwood* fays, * The firft {peech he 
made as king, the day his brother died, 
gave hopes of a happy reign ; and even 
thofe that had appeared with the greateft 
warmth againft him before, were willing 
now to own themfelves to have been mi- 
ftaken, and were ready to exprefs their 
repentance for what was paft. For he 
told them, that fince it had pleafed Al- 
mighty God, to place him in that ftation, 
and that he was now to fucceed to fo 
good and gracious a king, as well as fo 
very kind a brother, he thought fit to 
declare to them, that he would endea- 
vour to follow his example, and efpeci- 
ally in that of his great clemency, and 
tendernefs to his people; and that tho’ 
he had been reported to be a man for 
arbitrary power, yet he was refolved to 
make it his endeavour to preferve the 
government of Egland, both in church 
and ftate, as it was then eftablifhed by 
law. That he knew the principles of 
the church of England were for monar- 
chy, and that the members of it had 
fhewn themfelves good and loyal fubjects; 
therefore he would always take care of 
it, and defend and fupport it. That he 
knew that the laws of England were 
fufficient to make the king as great a 
* Memoirs, p. 136. 
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monarch as he could wifh; and that 
as he would never depart from the juft 
rights and prerogatives of the crown, fo 
he would never invade any man’s pro-~ 
perty: Concluding, that as he had often 
hitherto ventured his life in defence of 
this nation, fo he was refolved to go as 
far as any man in preferving it, in alk 
its juft rights and liberties.’ 

Berore the meeting of the parliament, 
which was called for the rgth of May, 
three perfons, wiz. Oates, Dangerfield, and 
Baxter, which were odious to the king, 
the papifts and the prevailing party, were 
brought to their trials before the lord chief 
juftice “fefferies, at the King’s-bench bar 
the 8th and gth of May 1685. The par- 
tiality with which thefe perfons were tried 
and condemned, will fcarcely be denied : 
For as well during this reign, as in the 
Jatier part of the former, all the jurzes were 
packed, and had engaged before hand to 
be guided by the court. 

THe cruel fentences pafled againft Oates, 
and Dangerfield, are facts fo well known, 
that I fhall omit them, and only take nc- 
tice of “Fefferies’s conduct in the trial of 
Mr, Baxter, for his paraphrafe on the 
New Te/lament ; wherein it was pretended, 
that there were feveral {editious paffages,and 
highly refle@ting on the bifhops; which 
may {hew the judge’s partialiaty, with re- 
{pect to the whole. 
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Monf. Rapin * fays, ‘ Fefferies laying 
afide, on this occafion, the office of a 
judge, to turn evidence, affirmed, that 
Baxter was an enemy to the name and 
thing, the office and perfons of bifhops ; 
and feverely reprimanded the counfel, 
probably for defending their caufe too 
well. Then fpeaking to Baxter, he 
faid ; Richard, thou art an old fellow, 
an old knave, thou haft written books 
enough to load a cart, every one as full 
of /edition, I might fay ¢reafon, as an 
ege is full of meat; had’ft thou been 
whipped out of thy writing trade forty 
years ago, it had been happy. Thou 
pretendeft to be a preacher of the gof- 
pel of peace, and thou haft one foot in 
the grave ; it is time for thee to begin 
to think what account thou intendeft 
to give. But leave thee to thyfelf, and 
I fee thoul’t go on, as thou haft begun; 
but, by the grace of God, I will look 
after thee. I know thou haft a mighty 
party, and I fee a great many of the 
brotherhood in corners waiting to fee 
what will become of their mighty Don, 
and a doétor of the pzrty (Dr. Bates) at 
your elbow ; but by the grace of God 
Almighty, I will crufh you all. 

‘Tue chief juftice, in fumming up 

the evidence, faid; it is notorioufly 

known, that there has been a defign to 
* Hilt. of Exgland, Vol. II. p. 744. 
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tuin the king and the nation. He 
is as modeft now as can be ; but time 
was, when no man was fo ready at, 
bind your kings in chains, and your no- 
bles in fetters of iron; and, to your tents, 
O Ifrael. Gentlemen, for God’s fake, 
do not let us be gulled twice in an age. 
It manifeftly appears, fays Rapin, from 
thefe laft words of Fefferies’s, that Bax- 
ter’s book was only a pretence to punifh 
him for what he had done during the 
troubles. 

‘ In conclufion, being found guilty, 
judgment was given againft him, to be 
fined five hundred marks, to lie in prifon 
till he paid it, and to be bound to his 
good behaviour for /even years.’ 

Dr. Titus Oates, having bore the name 


of a Bapti/t, and been fome fmall time of 
that profeffion, I fhall here from Rapin * 
tranfcribe fome account of him; who 
fays, ‘ He had his firft education in Mer- 
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chant-taylors {chool in London, and next 
in’ the univerfity of Cambridge, where 
he was ftudent in two colleges, Caius’s 
and St. ‘fobn’s, and where he left no 
reputation behind him for his parts or 
learning ; tho’ he feemed diftinguifhed 
for a tenacious memory, a plodding in- 
duftry, and an unparalleled affurance; be- 
fides a particular canting way, that ap- 


* Hit. of England, Vol. I. p. 689. 
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peared in his academical exercifes, Re- 


* moving from thence he flipt into orders, 
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and for a while officiated as curate to 
his father; after which he enjoyed a 
{mall vicarage in Kent, from whence 
he removed to another in Suffex ; and 
after that, for fome time got into the 
duke of Norfolk’s family, when he par- 
ticularly fided with the Soczzéans at Lon- 
don; {o that he became very uncertain 
as to his principles and religion, and in- 
famous as to his morals. In the year 
1677, being abandoned, and deftitute 
of common neceffaries, he fell into the 
acquaintance of Dr. Ezraed Tongue, a 
city divine, a man of letters, and a pro- 
lifick head, filled with all the Romi/h 
plots and confpiracies fince the refor- 
mation, This man was remarkable for 
his parts and great reading, but of a 
reftlefs and humorous temper, full of 
variety of projects, and fcarce ever with- 
out a pen in his hand, and a plot in his 
head. At firft he feemed to entertain 
Oates out of charity, who then went 
by the name of Ambrofe; and complain- 
ing that he knew not where to get bread, 
the doétor took him to his houfe, gave 
him clothes, lodging, and diet, and told 
him, he would put him in a way. Af- 
ter which, finding him a bold under- 
taker, he perfuaded him to infinuate 


himfelf among the Papi/fs, and get par- 
M 4 * ticular 
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ticular acquaintance with them ; which, 
being effected, he let him underftand, 
that there had been feveral plots in 
England to bring in popery; and if he 
would go beyond fea among the Fe/uzts, 
and ftriGly obferve their ways, it was 
poffible there might be one at prefent ; 
and if he could make that out, it would 
be his preferment for ever. But, how- 


‘ ever, if he could get their names, and 
* fome informations from the Papi/ts, it 


n 


would be eafy to roufe people with the 


* fear of Popery. 
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‘ PursuanT to this advice, fays Ra- 
pin, Oates reconciled himfelf to the 
church of Rome; and, moreover, accor- 
ding to fome, entered into the fociety 


‘of the Fefuits. In April, 1677, he 


was fent to Valladohd in Spain, where 
he remained “2x months, and then re- 
turned to England: After a month’s 
{tay, he was fent to St. Omers, the En- 
glib {eminary, for further difoveries. In 
fhort, the latter end of ‘fume, the 
fame year, he returned to England, and 
repaired to his friend Tongue, furnifhed 
with materials picked up at St. Omers. 
Out of thefe materials, Tongue and Oates, 
at feveral conferences together, either at 
London, or in an hired haufe at Lam- 
beth, framed the papers, or narrative 
delivered by Tongue to the king, and 
the lord treafurer Danby, as copies of 

© what 
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© what Oates had written with his own 
« hand.’ 

Ir is well known, that this T7tus Oates, 
in the latter part of his life, joined him- 
felf in communion, and was a fhort time 
in the miniftry among the Baptifis. He 
had, in his youth, been a member of a 
church of that denomination, meeting in 
Virginia-ftreet, Ratchf-highway, under the 
paftoral care of Mr. I/aac Lamb, but had 
left them, and the whole body of diffen- 
ters for near thirty years, feeking elfewhere 
for that preferment which he knew they 
could not give him, Bat it was not till 
after above two years application (as ap- 
pears by the feveral dates of his letters pub- 
lifhed in 1701, in a guarto pamphlet, in- 
titled, a New Difcovery of Titus Oates) 
that he was reftored to their communion. 
The feeming fincerity of his religious pro- 
teftations, not only contained in his many 
letters, but alfo in his daily converfe with 
them, in the end gave them fome hopes 
of his integrity and true reformation. But 
the great caution and conduct of that con- 
gregation to whom he applied, their full 
examination and {trict fcrutiny into the 
fincerity of his profeffions, in which they 
proceeded as far as human teft could reach, 
the truth of the heart lying only in the 
fight of God, will appear by the letter 
fubfcribed by the chief of the congregation, 
and the propofals therein contained. 

Saleh, 
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S JR, Fuly 7, 1696. 


UCH of us, who were prefent at 
the conference between you and 

the four brethren, at F Coffee-houfe, 
were well pleafed with what you {aid 
to thofe three things then difcourfed of ; 
and, for a further fatisfaétion to us, and 
the whole church, to which you defire 
to be united, we make it our requeft to 
you, to give an account of the following 
things in writing, and we hope you will 
not be unwilling to comply with our de- 
fire herein ; thinking, that it will be much 
to the honour of God, and be the moft 
probable way to fatisfy us. The firft 
then difcourfed of, were fome great prin- 
ciples of religion; now in regard, that 
the principles of religion are of a large 
compafs, and few of them were then 
touched upon, we defire you to give an 
account of your faith in writing; and 
we are the rather induced hereto, be- 
caufe a good agreement and harmony 
in principles, is very neceffary to the com- 
fort of church communion ; and alfo 
becaufe it is the indifpenfible duty of 
every church, to be the pillar and ground 
of truth, to keep faft the form of found 
words, to contend earnefily for the faith 
once dehtvered to the faints, and to feek 
after, for their fpiritual nourifhment and 
growth, the fincere milk of the word. 
‘vithe 


a a a a a Lal Lal a nw n a n n n Cay tal A A nw Lal tay A A nan Cal Aa a Lal n tay n bal a 


ENGLIsH BapTistTs, 


The next thing then difcourfed of was, 
your grievous afoffacy, and falling into 
the communion of the church of Rome, 
and joining with it fo far in its hellith 
and bloody defigns againft the proteffant 
intereft in thefe nations, which we think 
requires the deepeft humiliation. And 
inafmuch as you have been upon the 
publick {tage for many years, and are fo 
known, not only in thefe nations, but in 
moft of Europe, we do think, that a pub- 
lick acknowledgment of it in print might 
be very expedient for the honour of 
God, and the fatisfaction of all good Pro- 
teftants. Butas for our own fatisfaction, 
which we are moftly concerned in, we 
defire you would give us a particular 
account of your converfion ; which by 
a fincere refleCtion upon what hath pafi- 
ed between God and your own foul, we 
hope may be eafily done. This, we 
are very defirous of, becaufe the inward 
work of God’s Spirit, in the converfion 
of a finner to himéfelf, is the {pring and 
caufe of a holy life and converfation, 
whereby God is honoured in the world, 
and a good example is given unto others, 
if the heart be furnifhed with gracious 
and holy principles, that will difcover 
themfelves in an outward conformity to 
all rules of religion, whereby we adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things. We defire you will be pleafed 
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© to take what we have here written in 
‘ good part, having no other end, befides 
‘ the glory of God, your good, and our 


© own fatisfaction, in order to that you 


‘ have propofed to us. Without any far- 
‘ ther troubling you in reading our well- 
‘ intended lines, we remain 

Your real and affectionate friends. 


I sHALL not trouble the reader with 
the many letters he wrote full of feeming 
fincerity and fanctity, and earneft and pref- 
fing defires, continued from year to year 
before he could gain admifiion. 

I THINK it is fufficient to let the world 
fee the caution with which this people 
acted, and the time they took for the tri- 
al of the fincerity of the profefiion he had 
made to them; I fhall therefore only ob- 
ferve, that fome of the doétor’s /etters are 
addrefied to one, whom he ftiles 7s dear- 
ly beloved brother, a deacon of that church, 
who was indeed a worthy man, and of 
an unblemifhed character, whofe name I 
forbear to mention ; becaufe the author * 
from whence I collected this account, 
has done fo. He tells him in one place, 
‘ That thro’ the grace of God, he defires 
‘ admiffion into their communion, to be 
‘ a comfort to him and the brethren.’ In 
another place, ‘ That it fhould be both 
© to his own, and their fatisfaGtion; but 
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* above all, to the honour of our holy 
© God, and the edification of his church’ 
In another, he does with the ereateft fo- 
lemnity, proteft in the prefence of Feho- 
vab, and his holy angels, and them all, 
That he has no other defigns, than the 
glory of his name, and the credit of his 
everlafting gofpel, and their peace and 
comfort, and his own, that he might 
walk with them in the truth, &¢. That 
he will do the utmoft of his power, to 
adorn the doctine of God his Saviour in 
all things.’ 

He was reftored to his communion in 
the year 1698 or 1699, but did not long 
continue, bofore his conduct difcovered 
his hypocrify, and they excluded him from 
among them. The immediate occafion 
was his behaviour on the death of a gen- 
tlewoman belonging to the fame church; 
who, about fwe/ve years before, had been 
deceived in the character of a perfon who 
courted her; and finding reafon to fuf- 
pect him when matters had been carried 
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too far to refufe him, did, by articles of 


agreement, made between them, under 
hand and feal, affign in truft for her {e- 
parate ufe, and referve to herfelf, the power 
of difpofing of her eftate at her death, ex- 
cepting fuch part as was thereby fetled 
upon him. The marriage being agreed 
to upon thefe conditions, andthe hutband 
ufing his wife in a barbarous manner, a 
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veral fuits were commenced againft him 
by her, and her truftees. But at length, 
they came to a fecond agreement, by new 
articles, confirming the former; and, in 
confideration of eight hundred pound more 
paid to the hufband, the remainder of her 
eftate was afligned over in truft for fuch 
purpofes only, as fhe, whether /o/e, or un- 
der coverture, fhould by her laft will, or 
by any writing under her hand and feal, 
dire€t and appoint. And it was agreed, 
that for want of fuch dire¢tion and ap- 
pointment, it fhould go to her executors 
and adminiftrators, exclufive always to the 
hufband, and fo, as that he fhould have 
no power over any part of it. 

Tutis gentlewoman died in Odfober, 
1699, poflefied of about eleven or twelve 
hundred pounds; part of which fhe dif- 
pofed of by her w//, in feveral legacies, 
leaving the refidue to her executors, who 
had alfo formerly been two of her ¢ru/fees. 
Of thefe the above-mentioned gentle- 
man was one. ‘The heads of the church 
appointed a minifter, much efteemed by 
the deceafed, to preach her funeral fermon, 
He waited on the doctor, who feemed very 
well pleafed, and readily gave his affent to 
the choice ; but to the furprife of the con- 
gregation, on the Lord’s-day, the doétor 
got into the pulpit half an hour before 
the ufual time, on purpofe to prevent the 
intended funeral fermon : The congrega- 
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tion, unwilling to make any difturbance, 
fubmitted to the rudenefs and obftinacy 
of the doctor, and appointed the funeral 
Jermon to be preached next Sunday follow- 
ing. The doing of this fo difpleafed the 
doctor, that with much paffion, and un- 
becoming words, he told the officers of 
the church, that from that day forwards, 
he would never preach more amongft 
them. In anfwer to which, they told him, 
that they would take him at his word ; 
for the church had made an entry in their 
church-book, that he never fhould preach 
more amongft them. From this unex- 
pected anfwer, joined with the afore- 
mentioned refentments, we may prefume 
the doctor premeditated revenge. For 
having prefented the church with a pulpit- 
cloth, table-cloth, and cufhion, he fent a 
meffenger to demand them, and they were 
accordingly delivered. About four months 
after he fent them back to the church, 
with this apology, that it was his wife, not 
he, that fent for them, and that he would 
have fent them back again the next day, 
had it not rained; whereupon one plea- 
fantly afked the doctor, if it had rained 
three or four months together ? 

Tue doétor, to.cover his refentment, by 
acquiefcing in outward appearance with 
the pleafure of the church, in fubmiffion 
to his exclufion from the miniftry with 
them, came now and then as a private au- 
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ditor, defiring to know wherein he had 
offended, and feemingly to offer all rea- 
fonable fatisfaction. But he had a fecret 
came to play, wz. under the mafk of 
triendfhip to ruin the gentleman abovemen- 
tioned, one of the executors of the deceafed 
gentlewoman, who had the chief hand in 
preventing his preaching the funeral fer- 
mon, and in advifing to difcontinue him as 
their minifter. For the hufband of the 
deceafed, contefting the validity of the will 
in doctors commons, on pretence that the 
feftatrix was non compos mentis at the mak- 
ing of it, Oates zealoufly folicited the caufe 
again{t the executors ; and, as he himfelf de- 
clared to fome perfons, who afterwards te- 
{tified it againft him upon oath in chan- 
cery, that it was by his management, a fen- 
tence was obtained againft the will. From 
this fentence the executors appealed to the 
court of the arckes. From which time the 
doctor, who till then had aéted openly a-+ 
gainft them, made frequent vifits to them, 
and to all their relations and acquaintance, 
who he could imagine had any influence 
upon them ; intreating and foliciting moft 
earneftly, that they would get the caufe re- 
moved from the commons, and not fpend 
any more chriftian money in that anti- 
chriftian court, the vile remains of popery, 
as he called it, but leave it to arbitration. 
His moft frequent vifits were to his dear 
Jriend, the gentleman above-mentioned. 
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In which he firft fignified, that it was pro 
bable he had been impofed upon by the 
hufband ; and therefore defired to be ket- 
ter informed how the cafe ftood. And 
having received from doth the executors a 
full account of it, he pretended great for- 
tow for the fteps he had taken againft 
them, declared himfelf fully fatisfied of 
the juftnefs of their caufe, even from that 
one claufe in the /econd deed of fettlement, 
whereby the hufband had for ever debarred 
himielf from having any thing to do with 
his wife’s eftate. This he declared fo ftuck 
with him, that he could not get over it, 
often calling it, the five /hilling claufe, and 
faying, that if he had feen the fettlement 
before, he never would have ftirred one 
ftep for the hufband. He declared he was 
fatisfied of the validity of the will; and 
that even the inftructions given to the at- 
torney, were in his judgment a good will. 
With the help of {uch infinuations as thefe, 
he prefled the executors to leave the matter 
to his arbitration. 

AFTER much folicitation and intrigue 
on his fidz, the thing was at length agreed 
to; and bonds being fealed by both parties, 
attendance was made at the do¢tor’s houfe, 
where, contrary to an agreement exprefly 
made before the arbitration, that no Law- 
yers fhould be prefent, an attorney, a pro- 
or, and a folicitor, appeared on the huf- 
band’s fide, interrupting and brow-beating 
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the executor’s witnefles, and were therein 
encouraged and affifted by the dottor; 
and at length, in December 1700, he pub- 
lithed his award, whereby he confirmed 
the fentence given againff the will, and a- 
mong other things, ordered the executors 
to pay to the hufband of the deceafed fifteen 
hundred pound, at his [the doétor’s] own 
houfe. 

For relief againft this award, the exe- 
cutors exhibited a bill in chancery, In an- 
{wer to which, Oates {wore that the de- 
ceafed herfelf had acquainted him, a fort- 
night before her death, that one of the 
executors, the perfon fo often before-men- 
tioned, had above ¢wo thoufand pounds of 
her’s in his hands, and that in proof there- 
of, fhe fhewed him fwo bonds under his 
hand and feal, the one for fifteen hundred 
pound, and the other for five hundred. But 
no fuch matter was pretended to at the 
time of the reference, or ever heard of, till 
this his anfwer in chancery. 

‘Besipes, itis well known, that inftead 
of any fuch intimacy, as fhould difpofe 
the gentlewoman to make him acquainted 
with her condition, fhe often expreffed a 
great diflike of him; particularly, hav- 
ing feveral months before her death, 
invited him one Swnday to dine at her 
houfe, which was near the meeting-place, 
fhe took fuch difguft at his behaviour, as 
to declare fhortly after, that he fhould ne- 

ver 


Encuisu Baprists, 


ver more come within her doors. More- 
over, as a probable evidence, that this 
whole matter was an invention of his own, 
defigned to fatisfy his revenge, it was te- 
{tified upon oath, that at the very time 
when Oates folicited the executors to leave 
the caufe to his arbitration, he declared in 
other company, that he was angry with 
them for not inviting him or his wife to 
the funeral, and for preventing his preach- 
ing the funeral fermon, and putting a boy 
over his head, who had been a doétor in 
divinity fwenty years, 

Ir was likewife proved, that foon after 
the affair was committed to his ardztration, 
he faid, with an air of joy and triumph, 
to two gentlemen of the executor’s ac- 
quaintance, that he had then a rod in bis 
hands, with which he would fcourge the 
perfon above-mentioned; (whom in his 
letters he had called his dear friend) that 
he would /winge him with it, and when 
he had worn it to the ftumps, he would 
lay it by; that before he had done with 
him, he would ruin him, and make him 
fly his country, and not leave him worth 
a fhilling. And being told that he ought 
not to feek revenge, but leave it to God; 
he replied, that vengeance was indeed 
God’s {weet morfel, which he kept to him- 
felf; but that he was often long before he 
executed his vengeance; and that when 
the Fews refufed St. Paul, he turned to 
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the Gentiles. 'To which being anfwered, 
that though St. Paw/ did turn to the Gen- 
tiles, yet he did not wage war with the 
Sfews; he replied, that tho’ Paul's teeth 
were grown, his natls were not. And 
further it was proved, that in difcourfe af- 
ter the award, Oates declared, there never 
was any reconciliation between him and 
that executor ; that though he went to the 
fame meeting with him, he had an end in 
that ; and that he believed he had done his 
bufinefs. 

Ir may be fome fatisfaction to the rea- 
der to be informed, that after two days 
hearing of this caufe, the award was, by 
a decree in chancery, in Nov. 1702. con- 
demned and fet afide, as revengeful and 
partial. 

THAT decree was a few months after 
confirmed in the hou/e of lords, to whom 
the hufband had appealed ; and the gen- 
tlewoman’s will was fhortly after that con- 
firmed in the court of the arches, and the 
former {entence againft it reverfed. 


N. B. Tuts account of Dr. Oates is ta- 
ken partly from the above-mentioned pam- 
phlet ; and partly from the affiftance given 
by a reverend gentleman, a defcendant of 
one of the executors, who has in his hands 
the deeds, the bills, and anfwers, the de- 
pofitions of witnefles, and other papers re- 
lating to the controyerfy, 
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I sHovuxp have pafied over this infa- 
mous man in filence, had not the Ped- 
baptif? gentlemen, when they had occafion 
to mention him, been careful to note him 
an Anabaptifi ; but the reader may fee 
with what little juftice he is by way of 
odium on that profeflion denominated fuch. 
For, whatever his profeflion might be un- 
der the tutelage of his father in his youth, 
and for fome little time afterwards, he be- 
came a member of the church of England, 
and was deemed worthy of a living therein. 
After: he fell to the church of Rome, he 
returned again to the church of England, 
and continued therein about /ixteen years, 
before he made his application to the Bap- 
tifts for admiffion into their communion, 
And they, through a prudent jealoufy of 
him, fpent almoft three years in trial of 
the fincerity of his profeffion. For in his 
letters he thus complains and fays, ‘ It is New air 
‘ keeping him upon the rack. Tt is covery 
© worfe than death, in thofe circumftan- 
fces he isuinstoube thusslong, delayed’ 
Again, he begs them not to break his heart 
A fuch delay, and fays, ‘If he be not 
‘ reftored to the communion with the 
church of God, he fhall always mourn 
like a turtle’ Nay, he farther faid, 
that his heart was fick unto death, 
particularly on fuch a Lord’s-day he 
thought he fhoula have died with the 
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‘ very anguifh of foul for being put off, 
&Se, 

However, by fuch his plaufible car- 
riage and behaviour, though in the end 
they were deceived, a fault not to be im- 
puted to thofe who cannot enter into the 
fecrets of mens hearts; yet, as far as I 
can find, in lefs than a year after his ad- 
miffion, they excluded him as a dzforderly 
perfon, and an hypocrite. Therefore, if 
he deferved any chriftian denomination, 
let the reader judge to whom he moft 
properly belonged. 

In the reign of king Sfames II. fays 
Mr. Pezrce, ‘ Our author, [meaning Dr. 
Nichols] begins with the rebellion of 
the duke of Monmouth. In the begin- 
ning, fays be, of this reign, fames duke 
of Monmouth, taking to himfelf the roy- 
al title, raifed an army again{t king 
‘fames. His head quarters were at Taun- 
ton, a town in the Weft of England, 
whither foldiers flock’d in unto him out 
of all the different fe@ts of the non-con- 
formifis, more of which had in all pro- 
bability joined him, if he had fucceeded 
in his enterprize. 

‘ Many of the xon-conformifts, fays 
Mr, Peirce, thought king Charles mar- 
ried to the duke’s mother, and fo were 
perfuaded the duke was the true heir to 
the crown ; and that king Charles dif 
owned his marriage, that he might do 
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the Papifts a pleafure by fetting him a- 
fide. They may therefore be the rather 
excufed, that being thus miftaken about 
his right, they embraced that opportu- 
nity of fhaking off the tyrannical yoke, 
and recovering their juft liberties, after 
they Had been mifrably oppreffed, and 
perfecuted for above twenty years. Or, 
if that miftake on our fide is not to be 
forgiven, we only defire they may fall 
under the fame cenfure, who, before 
they had felt the thou/andth part of our 
hardfhips, had recourfe to the prince of 
Orange, crying out earneftly for his 
afliftance, and mutually promifing him 
their own.’ 


Tue duke of Monmouth being defeated, 


paid the price of his rebellion with his 


blood. 
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Rapin, from his greateft fears, gave him- 
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felf over entirely to the paffion of re-p. 750, 


venge, on thofe who directly, or indi- 
rectly, had atfifted the duke of Mon- 
mouth. To that end, the lord chief juf- 
tice Fefferies was fent with four judges 
affiftants into the Weff, with a {pecial 
commiffion of oyer and terminer, to try 
the late rebels: and major-general Kzrk 
was ordered to attend him with a body 
of troops, to keep the people in awe. 
It was not poffible, /ays he, for the king 
to find in the whole kingdom, #wo men 


more deftitute of religion, honour, and 
N 4 ‘ huma- 
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‘ humanity. They were ¢wo cruel, and 
« mercilefs tygers, that delighted in blood. 
Yames Bent, in his book intitled, zhe 
bloody affizes, has given a lift of all thofe 
that were condemned, and fuffered in 
the eff inthe year 1685, under the fen- 
tence of ‘fefferies, and the number in each 
place where they were executed; which 
in all, by his account appears to be ¢we 
Vapiced and thirty nine perfons *, be- 
fides thofe hanged and deftroyed in 
cold blood. Amonett which, without 
doubt, fome were Baptifis: and in all 
probability, had not the nation in general 
united foon after to dethrone the king, 
this, like fome others, would have been. 
recorded as a redeliion of the Bapti/?s. 
‘FATHER Orleans, fays Rapin, who 
‘ writ from the mouth of ames UW. not 
‘ being able to deny thefe barbarous exe- 
‘ cutions, endeavours to excufe them two 
‘ ways. He fays, Firff, that the king 
« was informed of them too late to prevent 
“them, and that the great fervices per- 
formed by ‘feffertes and Kirk prevailed 
* with him to Ht them. He fays in the 
* next place, that the king made amends 
‘ for thote injuftices, as far as lay in his 
< power, by the general pardon he after- 
* wards granted. But it is ealy to fee 
‘ how vain thefe excufes are, if it is con- 
« fidered, that when Kirk was charged 
* Lifocp Burnet fays above fix hundred were hanged. 
‘ with 
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* with thefe cruelties, he anfwered, that 
‘ Fefferies and bimfelf acted far fhort of 
§ the king’s inftruétions.’ 

Bisuop Burnet affures us, ‘ That the H:/. of 
* king had a particular account of all Fef- °° 
« feries's proceedings, writ to him eve- Sea 
‘ ry day; and he took pleafure to relate . 
‘ them in the drawing-room to foreign 
‘ minifters, and at table, calling it feffe- 

“ riess cafmpaign. 

‘ Dykvelt, the ftates ambaffador, told 
Burnet, that the king talked fo often of 
thefe things, in his hearing, that he 
“ wonder’d to fee him break out into thofe 
* indecencies,’ 

Tue city of London was witnefs alfo 

of feveral executions in Odfober; and a- 
mong many others, Mrs. Elizabeth Gaunt, 
a Baptift, a very pious and religious wo- 
man, was publickly and cruelly durnt a- 
live for harbouring one of the duke of 
Monmouth’s adherents. 

‘ THERE was in London, fays bithop Ibidem. 
© Burnet, one Gaunt, a woman that was Elizabeth 
‘ an Anabapti/t, who {pent a great part of ae 
‘ her life in works of charity, vifiting the j 
‘ jails, and looking after the poor, of what 
« perfuafion foever they were. One of 
© the rebels found her out, and fhe har- 
© boured him in her houfe, and was look- 

‘ ing for an occafion of fending him out 

‘ of thekingdom. He went about in the 


* night, and came to hear what the king 
; had 
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had faid, vz. That he would fooner 
pardon the rebels, than thofe who har- 
boured them. So he, by an unheard of 
bafenefs, went and delivered himfelf, and 
accufed her that harboured him. She 
was feized on and tried. There was no 
witnefs to prove that fhe knew that the 
perfon fhe harboured was a rebel, but he 
himfelf. Her maid witneffed only, that 
he was entertained at her houfe. But 
though the crime was her harbouring a 
traitor, and was proved only by this in- 
famous witnefs, yet the judge charged 
the jury to bring her in guilty, pretend- 
ing, that the maid was a fecond witnefs, 
though fhe knew nothing of that which 
was the criminal part. She was con- 
demned and durnt, as the law directs, 
in the cafe of women convict of treafon. 
She died with a conftancy even to a 
cheerfulnefs, that ftruck all that faw it. 
She faid, charity was a part of her reli- 
gion, as well as faith. This, at worft, 
was the fecding of an enemy; fo fhe 
hoped fhe had her reward with him, for 
whofe fake fhe did this fervice, how un- 
worthy foever the perfon was that made 
fo ill areturn for it. She rejoiced, that 
God had honoured her to be the fir/? that 
fuffered by fire in this reign; and that 
her fuffering was a martyrdom, for that re- 
ligion which was all love. Pen the quaker, 
{ays the bifhop, told me he faw her die. 

‘ She 
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She laid the ftraw about her for burning 
her {peedily, and behaved herfelf in fuch 
a manner, that all the {pectators melted 
in tears.’ 

SHE was executed according to her 


fentence at Tyburn, Oéfober 23, 1685. 
and left the following paper written with 
her own hand, and deliver’d it to captain 
Richardjon, then keeper of Newgate. 


x A A a, fF yr fk Oe n~ awa A nA «A , nn n,n 2! “a A nr A Cal 


187 


‘ Nor knowing whether I thall be fuf- Her 
fered, or able, becaufe of weakneffes that /#¢-% 


are upon me, through my hard and clofe 
imprifonment, to {peak at the place of 
execution, I have wrote thefe few lines, 
to fignify, that I am reconciled to the 
ways of my God towards me ; though it 
be in ways I looked not for, and by ter- 
rible things, yet in righteoufnefs: for 
having given me life, he ought to have 
the difpofing of it, when and where he 
pleafes to call for it: and I defire to of- 
fer up my all to him, it being but my 
reafonable fervice; and alfo the firit 
terms Chrift offers, That he that will be 
his difciple, muft forfake all and follow 
him, And therefore let none think hard, 
or be difcouraged at what hath happened 
unto me ; for he doth nothing without 
caufe, in all that he hath done unto me ; 
he being holy in all his ways, and righte- 
ous in all bis works ; and it is but my lot, 
in common with poor defolate Zon - 
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this day. Neither do I find in my heart, 
the leait regret for any thing that I have 
done in the fervice of my Lord and Ma- 
fter Jefus Chrift, in fecuring and fuc- 
couring of any of hig poor fufferers, that 
Rivciewel favour, as I thought, to his 
righteous caufe ; which caufe, though it 
be now fallen and trampled on, yet it 
may revive, and God may plead it at an- 
other rate, more than ever he hath yet 
done, with all its oppofers and malicious 
haters. And therefore, let all that love 
and fear him, not omit the leaft duty 
that comes to hand, or lies before them ; 
knowing, that now Chrift hath need of 
them, bid expects they fhould ferve him. 
And I defire to blefs his holy name, that 
he hath. made me ufeful in my genera- 
tion, to the comfort and relief uk. many 
defolate ones; that toe bleffiag of thafe 
that were ready toperifh, hath come upon 
mez; andI have been ‘helped to make the 
beast of the widow to fing. And I blefs 
‘his holy name, that in all this, together 
with what I was charged with “Dean 
approve my heart to him, that I have 
done his will, though it doth crofs man’s. 
And the fcriptures which fatisfy me are, 
Tfa. xvi. 3, 4. Hide the out-cajts ; bewray 
not bim that wandereth ; be thou a covert 
to them from the face of the fpoiler. And 
Odbad. xii. 13, 14. Thou fhoulde e/t not have 
delivered up thofe of bis, that did remain 
© 113 
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in the day of diftrefs. But men fay you 
muft give them up, or you fhall die for 
it. Now, who to obey, judge ye. So 
that I have caufe to rejoice, and be ex- 
ceeding glad, in that I fuffer for righte- 
oufnefs fake, and that I am accounted 
worthy to fuffer for well doing ; and that 
God hath accepted any fervice from me, 
which hath been done in fincerity, tho’ 
mixed with manifold infirmities, which 
he hath been pleafed, for Chrift’s fake, 
to cover and forgive. 

‘ AND now, as concerning my crime, as 
it is called ; alas! it was buta /tt/le one, 
and might well become a prince to for- 
give: but he that fhews no mercy, fhall 
find none; andI may fay of it in the 
language of fonathan, I did but tafte a 


little honey, and lo, I muft die for it. 1 


did but relieve an unworthy, poor, dif- 
trefled family, and lo, I muft die for it. 
Well, I defire, in the lamb-like nature of 
the gofpel, to forgive thofe that are con- 
cerned ; and to fay, Lord, lay it not to 
their charge. But 1 fear it will not; 
nay, I believe, when he comes to make 
inquifition for blood, it will be found at 
the door of the furious judge*; who, 
becaufe I could not remember things, 
through my dauntednefs at Burton's wife, 
and daughier’s witnefs, and my igno- 
trance, took advantage thereat, and would 
* Withers. 
2 * not 
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not hear me, when I had called to mind 
that which Iam fure would have in- 
validated the evidence. And though he 
granted fomething of the fame kind to 
another, he denied it to me. At that 
time my blood will alfo be found at the 
door of the unrighteous jury, who found 
me guilty upon the fingle oath of an 
out-lawed man ; for there was none but 
his oath about the money, who is no 
legal witnefs, though he be pardoned, 
his out-lawry not being reverfed, the law 
requiring ¢wo witnefles in point of trea- 
fon. And then about my going with 
him to the place mentioned, wz. the 
Hope; it was by his own word before he 
could be out-lawed ; for it was about 
two months after his abfconding: fo 
that though he was in a proclamation, 
yet not high treafon, as I am informed, 
whereby I am clearly murdered. And 
alfo bloody Mr. 4#¢—,* who hath fo un- 
fatiably hunted after it, though it is no 


‘profit to him, yet through the ill will he 


bears me, left no {tone unturned, as I 
have ground to believe, till he brought 
it to this, and fhewed favour to B---tor, 
who ought to have died for his own fault, 
not to have bought his life with mine. 
And capt. Richardfon, who is cruel and 
fevere to all under my circumftances, 
and who did at that time, without any 
* Atterbury. 
« mercy 
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mercy and pity, haften my fentence, 
and held up my hand that it might be 
given: all which, together with the 
great one * of all, by whofe power all 
thefe, and multitudes more of cruelties 
are done, I do heartily and freely forgive 
as againft me ; but as it is done in an 
implacable mind, again{ft the Lord Chritft, 
and his righteous caufe and followers, I 
leave it to him who is the avenger of all 
fuch wrong, who will tread upon princes 
as upon mortar, and be terrible to the 
kings of the earth. And know this alfo, 
that though you are feemingly fixed, 
and becaufe of the power in your hands, 
are weighing out your violence, and deal- 
ing with a fpiteful mind, becaufe of the 
old and new hatred, by impoverifhing, 
and every way diftreffing thofe you have 
got under you; yet unlefs you can fe- 
cure Jefus Chrift, and all his holy an- 
gels, you fhall never do your bufinefs, 
nor your hand accomplifh your enter- 
prizes; for he will be upon you ere you 
are aware; and therefore, that you 
would be wife, inftructed and learn, is 
the defire of her that finds no mercy 
from you. 

Elizabeth Gaunt. 


* King James II, 
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P. S. <Sucw asit is, you have from the 
hand of her who hath doneas fhe could, 
and is forry fhe can do no better ; hopes 
you will pity and confider, and cover 
weaknefles and fhortnefs, and any thing 
that is wanting: and begs, that none 
may be weakned or {tumble by my low- 
nefs of fpirit; for God’s defign is to 
humble and abafe, that he alone may be 
exalted in that day: and I hope he will 
appear in the needful time and hour, and 
it may be referve the beft wine till the 
laft, as he hath done for fome before me. 
None goes a warfare at his own charges, 
and the fpirit blows not only where, but 
when 7¢ /ifteth ; and it becomes me, who 
have fo often grieved it, and quenched it, 
and refifted it, to wait for and upon its 
motions, and not to murmur ; but I may 
mourn, becaufe through the want of it, 
IT honour not my God, nor his bleffed 
caufe, which I have fo long loved, and 
delight to ferve; and repent of nothing 


‘about it, but that I have ferved it and him 


no better.’ 


Tue author of the di/play of tyranny 


begins his remarks upon the trial of this 
good woman thus. ‘ Were my pen, /ays 


¢ 


¢ 


¢ 


€ 


be, qualified to reprefent the due charac- 
ter of this excellent woman, it would 
be readily granted, that fhe ftood moft 
defervedly entitled to an eternal monu- 
ment of honour, in the hearts of all fin- 
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cere lovers of the reformed religion. All 
true chriftians, though in fome things 
differing in perfuafion with her, found 
in her a univerfal charity, and fincere 
friendfhip, as is well known to many 
here, and alfo to a multitude of the 
Scotch nation, minifters and others, who 
for confcience fake were thruft into exz/e 
by prelatick rage. Thefe found in her 
a moft refrefhing refuge. She dedicated 
herfelf with unwearied induftry to pro- 
vide for their fupply and fupport; and 
therein I do incline to think, the out- 
ftripped every individual perfon (if not 
the whole body of Proteffants) in this 
great city. Hereby fhe became expo- 
fed to the implacable fury of the bloody 
Papifts, and thofe dlind tools who co- 
operated to promote their accurfed de- 
figns; and fo there appeared little difh- 
culty to procure a jury, as there were 
well-prepared judges, to make her a /a- 
crifice, asa traytor, to holy church, 


THE profecution of the diffenters was 


ftill carried on with all imaginable feverity, 
and great were the oppreffions of thofe wha 
frequented the feparate meetings in feve- 
ral counties, andall the neighbouring vil- 
lages about London. The juftices, and 
confiding clergy, were equally diligent in 
their feveral parifhes. Injunctions were fent 
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out from feveral of the bifhops under the 
feal of their offices, requiring all charch- 
wardens to prefent {uch as did not come to 
church,nor receive the facrament atEa/er.* 
And the juries at the affizes gave it as their 
opinion, that the Di/fenters fhould be ef- 
fe€tually profecuted. ‘ Eut the fcanda- 
‘ lous villanies and perjuries of the infor- 
‘ mers, fays Mr. Nea/, made wife men 
‘ begin to abhor the trade: however, fo 
‘ terrible were the times, that many fami- 
‘ lies and minifters removed with their 
« effects to New-England, and other plan- 
* tations in America, 

Swarms of Fe/uzts, and regular priefts, 
were fent for from abroad ; ‘e/uits ichools, 


* The Rev. Dr. Calamy, in the life of Mr. Fohn 
Howe, p. 160, records this paflage of him. ‘ Are all 
fit to approach the facred table, whom the fear of ruin, 
or hope of gain, may bring thither? We tremble to 
think of the exclufive facramental teft, brought down 
as low as the keeper of an alehoufe. We cannot but 
often remember with horrour, what happened three or 
four years ago. A man that led an ill life, but fre- 
quented the church, was obferved not to come to the 
facrament, and preffed by the officers to come; he yet 
declined, knowing himfelf unfit. At length, being 
threatned and terrified, he came; but faid to fome pre- 
fent at the time of the folemn ation, that he came on- 
ly to avoid being undone, and took them to witnefs, 
that what he there received, he took only as common 
bread and wine, not daring to receive them as the body 
and blood of Chrift. °Tis amazing, fays he, that a- 
mong chriftians, fo venerable an iniftitution fhould be 
proftituted to the ferving of fo mean purpofes, and fo fo- 
reign to its true end. 
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and other feminaries, were {et a in Lon-» 
don, and the country; majfs-hou/es were 
erected in the moft confiderable towns 

four Roman Catholick bithops were Eis 
crated in the royal chapel, and exercifed 
their functions, under the character of vz- 
cars apofiolical; their regular clergy ap- 
peared at Whitehall and St. fames's in their 
habits, and were unwearied in their at- 
tempts to feduce the common people. The 
way to preferment, was to be a catholic, 
or to declare for the prerogative ; for ali 
{tate-affairs were managed by fuch men. 

Tus opened the eyes of many of the 
clergy, and put them upon preaching a- 
gainft the popz/h doctrines, that they might 
recover the people, who were running 
from them, and refcue the prote/fant reli- 
gion from the dangers their own follies 
had brought it into. 

THE clergy, by preaching and writing 
zealoufly againtt popery, broke all meafures 
between the king and the church of Eng- 
land; and each party now courted the 
non-conformifts for their auxiliaries, whom 
they had been perfecuting and deftroying 


for fo many years. 


=) 


His majefty now refolved to introduce Burnet, 
an univerfal toleration, in defpite of the ? 713: 


church of England, and at their expence, 
The cruelty of the church of England was 
his common fubject of difcourfe. He re- 
proached them for their violent perfecu- 
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tion of the Diffenters ; and faid, he had 


intended to fet on foot a toleration fooner, 
but that he was reftrained by fome of them 
who had treated with him, and had un- 
dertaken to fhew favour to the Papizfs, 
provided they might be ftill fuffered to vex 
the Diffenters; and he named the very 
men, though they thought fit afterwards 
to deny it. But how far the fact is pro- 
bable, muft be left with the reader. 

Ir being thought impracticable to ob- 
tain a egal toleration in the prefent circum- 
{tances of the nation, his majefty deter- 
mined to attempt it by the di/pen/ing 
power, and fo new model'd his judges, fer- 
jeants, and privy-council, that e/even of the 
twelve judges gave it as their opinion ; 

1, THAT the laws of England were 
the king’s laws. 

2. THAT itis an infeparable branch of 
the prerogative of the kings of England, 
as of all other fovereign princes, to difpenfe 
with all penal laws on particular cafes, and 
on particular occafions, 

3. Tuart of thefe reafons and neceflity, 
the king is fole judge. 

4. THAT this is nota truft now inveft- 
ed in, and granted to the prefent king ; but 
the ancient remains of the fovereign power 
of the kings of Exgland, which was never 
yet taken from them, nor can be. 

Tue king .having thus obtained of the 
judges their opinion, that he might di/pen/e 

with 
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difpenfe with the penal laws. In confe- 
quence of this decifion, the Papi/fs, with 
the king’s permiffion, fet up every where 
in the kingdom, the free and open exer- 
cife of their religion; and he fummoned 
his council, and told them it was his inten- 
tion to publith a declaration for liberty of 
conference. We grounded his refolution on 
his obferving, that the endeavours to efta- 
blith an uniformity in the four preceding 
reigns, had proved ineffectual, and been 
very prejudicial to the nation, That be- 
fides, it was his opinion, as moft fuitable 
to the principles of chriftianity, that no 
man fhould be profecuted for confcience fake ; 
for he thought confcience fhould not be 
forced. The council approved of this re- 
folution, and magnified extremely the 
king’s indulgence to his fubjects; and the 
declaration of liberty of confcience was there- Liberty 
upon publifhed in the year 1687. vs eae 

IT is not ftrange that the ou-conformi/ts, clared 
who had hitherto been treated with fo An. 1687. 
much rigour, fhould at firft think them- 
felves happy in a deliverance from perfe- 
cution: and for this reafon addrefles of 
thanks, from the feveral fects, were pre- 
fented to the king for his declaration. 

Tue Baptifis, who had been the great- 
eft and longeft fufferers, having had ex- 
perience of the three different eftablifh- 
ments, wlh:ich had been fet up in this 
kingdom, and felt the fmart of the mild- 
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nefs of their feveral powers, led the way ; 
the Quakers followed; next came the In- 
dependents ; and laftly the Pre/byterians. 


Now, fays Dr. Nichols, the lay non- 


conformifis, from all parts of the nation, 
fend up addreffes to the king, figned -with 
their own hancs, full of the moft fub- 
miflive flattery. 


€ 


To whom Mr. Peirce anfwered, ‘ It is 
natural enough to all men to be complai- 


* fant and obliging to fuchas fhew kind- 


nefs tothem. Our princes have had ex- 
perience of this in the church of Eng- 
land, who have complimented them 
with as fubmiffive a flattery as ever the 
Difienters did. They not only fet the 
Diffenters an example, by their mean 
cringing to the two popi/h brothers in the 
Jatt reign, after they had feverely refle- 
éted on our fide for what was done in 
king “fames’s time, they, in defiance ta 
all modefty, renewed their old practice 
in prefenting fcandalous addrefles, ftuffed 
with fulfome flattery, and promifes of 
unreferved obedience ; and that at a time 
when the nation feems to have been in 
as much danger as ever. Indeed the 
Diflenters are eafy to be won upon by 
kindnefs, as the churchmen themfelves 
have reafon to acknowledge ; and would 
have had much more, if they could have 
ever found in their hearts to have ated 


‘ friendly 
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* friendly towards them, when they were 
* not themfelves in any diftrefe’ 

Ir is not to be doubted, but <very one 
clearly faw, that king Yames’s aim, in this 
declaration of liberty of confeience, w2s to 
eftablith the pop:/b religion upon the ruins 
of the proteffant. For how could it be 
fuppofed that the king, from a violent 
perfecutor, fhould at once become a friend 
to the Diffenters? or what aflurance could 
there be, that his premifes to the mon-con- 
Sormifts would be better kept than thote he 
had made to the church of England? And 
if there were non-conformif?s who thought 
themfelves obliged to exprefs their gratitude 
to the king’s declaration by flattering ad- 
dreffes ; there were likewife bifhops, who 
with much lefs foundation prevailed with 
their clergy to fend addrefies of thanks to 
the king, as for a fignal favour to the 
church of England. 

Dr. Welwood, in his memoirs obferves, 
© That the Romi/b cabal began to play their 
* popular engine, and which was likely to 
© do moft execution, by weakening the na- 
© tional eftablifhed church, and dividing 
‘ Protefants atnong themi{elves, when in 
‘the mean time the Roman Catholicks 
‘ were to be the only gainers, This was 
‘ difguifed under the fpecious names of 
« liberty of confcience; and the very fame 
‘ party that advifed this toleration, were 


* they that had pufhed on all the feverities 
O 4 * againft 
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‘againft the proteffant Diffenters in the 
‘ former reign, with defign to widen the 
¢ breach between them and the church of 
‘ England, and to render the firft more 
‘ willing to fwallow the bait of toleration, 
« whenever it fhould be offered to them. 
‘ They gained in a great part their end; 
‘ for the Diffenters were not fo fond of 
‘ perfecution and ill ufage, as to refufe a 
‘ liberty that was frankly offered them, 
© which neither their prayers nor their tears 
© could obtain before. Nor did they think 
* it good manners to enquire too narrow- 
‘« ly how that liberty came about, as long 
‘ asthey were fheltered thereby from the 
‘ oppreflions they lay under,’ 
NoTWwITHSTANDING the long, tedious, 
and expenfive fufferings of the zon-confor- 
mifts, of whom near ten thoufand perifhed 
in ftinking goals and dungeons, and not 
much lefs than ¢wenty millions in goods, 
chattels, &c. violently extorted from them ; 
yet their numbers did not decreafe, but, 
through the providence of God, rather in- 
creafed, and became fo formidable, (tho’ 
not tobe compared with thofe of the efta- 
blifhment, or the Tories and Roman Ca- 
tholicks) as to become a ballance, and ca- 
pable of turning the fcale on either fide, 
according as they fhould throw in their 
weight. This is apparently evident, be- 
caufe both parties ftrove to engage them 
on 
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on their fide in the quarrel now between 

the king and the clergy of England. 

Tue king began to carefs the non-con- Page 672. 
formifis <allon a fudden, /ays bifbop Bur- 
‘net. The churchmen were difgraced, 

‘ and the Diffenters in high favour. Lord 
chief juftice Herbert went the Weffern 
circuit after “fefferies, who was now 
made lord chancellor; and all was grace 
and favour to them ; their former fuffer- 
ings were much reflected upon, and pi- 
tied ; every thing was offered that might 
alleviate them: their minifters were en- 
couraged to fet up their conventicles, 
which had been difcontinued, or held 
very fecretly four or five years ; intima- 
tions were given every where, that the 
king would not have them, or their 
meetings, difturbed. 

‘ Tue Diffenters being now made eafy, wis. 
‘ fays Mr. Neal, it was refolved to turn me 
‘ the artillery of the prerogative againft “ Be 

the church, and make them feel a little 
‘ of the fimart they had given others; the 
‘ king and his priefts were thoroughly en- 
‘ raged with their oppofitions to the court, 
‘ and therefore appointed commiffioners 
‘ all over England to enquire what money 
‘ had been raifed ; or what goods had 
been feized by diftrefs on Diffenters, or 
‘ profecutions for recufancy, and not 
brought to account in the exchequer. 
‘In the Gazette of March 5, 1687. it 


‘ was 
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was advertifed, that the commiffioners 
appointed to examine into the loffes of 
Diffenters and Recufants, within the fe- 
veral counties of Gloucefter, Worcefter, 
and Monmouth, were to hold their fef- 
fions for the faid counties, at the places 
therein mentioned. Others were ap- 
pointed for the counties of Middle/ex, 
Effex, &c. to enquire what money or 
goods had been taken or received for any 
matters relating to religion fince Sept. 29, 
1677. in any of the counties for which 
they were named. They were to re- 
turn the names of all perfons who had 
feized goods, or received money. The 
parties themfelves, if alive, was obliged 
to appear, and give account ; and if dead, 
their relations were to appear before the 
commiffioners for them. This, /ays 
Mr. Neal, ftruck terror into the whole 
tribe of zwformers, the confiding juftices, 
and others, who expected now to be 
ruined. But, /ays Dr. Calamy, the 
proteftant Diffenters generoufly refufed to 
appear againft their enemies, upon affu- 
rances given by leading perfons, both of 
clergy and laity, that no fuch methods 
fhould be ufed for the future. But if 
this enquiry had proceeded, and the Dit 
fenters all over England had come into 
it, a black and fraudulent fcene would 
have been opened, which now will be 
concealed, 

BIsHoP 
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Bisuop Burnet fays, ‘ The king or- Page 715- 
dered them to enquire into all vexatious 
‘ fuits, into which the Diffenters had been 
‘ brought in the fpiritual courts, and into 
all the compofitions they had been forced 
to make, to redeem themfelves from fur- 
ther trouble, which, as was faid, would 
have brought to light a fcandalous dif- 
covery of all the ill practices of thofe 
courts; for the ufe that many who be- 
long to thofe courts, had made of the 
laws with relation to the Diffenters, was, 
to draw prefents from fuch as could 
make them, threatning them with a 
procefs in cafe they failed to do that, and 
upon doing it, leaving them at full liber- 
ty to negleé& the laws as much as they 
pleafed. The commiffiuns fubfifted ull 
the revolution: and it was hoped, /ays 
‘ bis Lord/hip, that this would have anima- 
ted the Diffenters to turn upon the clergy 
© with fome of that fiercenets, with which 
they themfelves had been lately treated.’ 
But, fays Mr, Neal, ‘ they made no yy. 
‘ advantage of the difpofition of the court, ae 
nor of the opportunity that was put into y, ee 
their hands, of making reprifals on their 
© adverfaries ; which fhews the truly ge- 
« nerous and chriftian {pirit of thofe con- 
© feffors for religion, and deferved a more 
grateful acknowledgment. 
Tue king, to humble the clergy, by 
the advice of Feferies, exeCted a mew eccle- 
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fiaftical commiffion. And being not willing 

to rely on the fafhionable dottrines of 
paffive obedience and non-refifance, which 
had been preached up for above twenty 
years, as the unalterable doétrines of the 
church of England, refolved to augment 
his ftanding forces to fifteen thoufand men, 
and ordered his army to encamp upon 
Blackheath, under the command of the 
earl of Feverfham, to awe the city, and to 
be at hand upon any emergency. 

At things being now ready to attack 
the church of Exg/land in form, he begins 
with making an example of fome of their 
leading divines, and fupends the bifhop of 
London, for refufing to fufpend Dr. Sharp 
according to his order. 

THEN he invaded the privileges of the 
univerfity of Cambridge, and fufpended 
Dr. Peachel, the vice-chancellor thereof; 
and foon after deprived twenty five of the 
fellows of Magdalen-College at Oxford, 
for refufing to fign a fubmiffion to Dr. Par- 
ker, bihop of Oxford, the new prefident, 
put in by the new ecclefiaftical commiffi- 
on. Parker died foon after, and one of 
the popi/h bifhops was, by mandamus, cho- 
fen prefident in his place. Which inflamed 
the church-party fo far,that they fent pre{- 
fing meflages to the prince of Orange, de- 
firing him to efpoufe the caufe of the 
church, and break with the king, if he 
would not redrefs their grievances. 

SLAUS, 
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‘ Tuus, fays bifhop Burnet, the very Page zor. 
* firft beginnings of refiftance to king 
* James came from that very univerfity, 
who but four years before had pronoun- 
ced this doctrine damnable, by a folemn 
decree; and from thofe very men, who 
were afterwards king Wiliam’s moft 
bitter enemies, 
‘ Bur the wider and more defperate Hip. 
the war was, fays Mr. Neal, between Pzit. 
the king and the church, the more ne- Mera 
ceflary did both parties find it to fhew* >” 
kindnefs to the Diffenters. For this 
purpofe his majefty fent agents among 
them, offering them the royal favour, 
and all manner of encouragement, if 
they would concur with his majefty, in 
abrogating the penal laws and te. He 
invited fome of their minifters to court, 
and pretended to confult them in the 
prefent crifs. The clergy at the fame 
time prayed and entreated the Diffenters 
to appear on their fide, and f{tand by the 
eftablifhment ; making large promifes of 
favour and brotherly affection, if ever 
they got out of their troubles.’ 
A pamphlet was writ by the marquis of 
Hallifax, and publifhed by advice of fome 
of the moft eminent dignitaries of the 
church, and difperfed all over England, 
intitled, 4 letter to a Diffenter, upon oc- 
cafion of bis majeftys late gracious decla- 
ration of indulgence, Xt begins with fay- 
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ing, © That churchmen are not furprized, 
‘ nor provoked, at the Diffenters accept- 
‘ ing the offers of eafe from the late hard- 
* fhips they lay under ;’ and further tells 
them, thus; ‘ You have formerly very 
« juftly blamed the church of England for 
‘ going too far in her compliance with the 
* court ;’ and declares, ‘ the church is now 
* convinced of its error, in being too fe- 
vere to you; the next parliament will be 
‘ gentleto you; the next heir is bred in a 
‘ country famous for indulgence; there is 
‘ a general agreement of thinking men, 
that we muft no more cut our felves off 
from foreign Prote/fants, but enlarge our 
foundations; fo that all things confpire 
to give you eafe and fatisfaction,’ 
WueEn Dr, Loyd, bifhop of St. A/aph, 
pafled through O/fweffry, in Shropfbtre, 
he fent for Mr. Fames Owen, the diffent- 
ing minifter, and ventured to acquaint 
him with the fecret of the prince of 
Orange's invitation by fome great perfons, 
together with himfelf; and he freely ex- 
prefied his hope that the prote/fant diffen- 
ters would readily concur in promoting the 
common intereft; ‘* For you and we are 
‘ brethren, fays he; we have, indeed, been 
‘ angry brethreen, but we have feen our 
folly, and are refolved, if we ever have 
«it in our power, to fhew that we will 
* treat you as brethren,’ 
* Dr. Calamy’s Cont. Ded. p. gt. 
ARCH- 
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ARCHBISHOP Sancroft, in the circular 


letter which he fent to the clergy of his 
province, exhorted them to cultivate a 
good correfpondence with the diffenters. 
The eleventh article, of his letter, hath 
thefe words; ‘* That they, vz. the cler- 


tal 


a 


gy, fhould walk in wifdom towards them, 
who are not of our communion; and if 
there be in their parifhes any fuch, that 
they neglect not frequently to converfe 
with them in the fpirit of meeknefs, 
feeking, by all good ways and means, 
to gain and win them over to our com- 
munion; more efpecially in that they 
have a tender regard to our brethren 
the proteftant diffenters ; that upon occa- 
fion offered, they vifit them at their 
houfes, and receive them kindly at their 
own; and treat them fairly where-ever 
they meet them; perfuading them, if it 
may be, to a full compliance with our 
church, or, at leaft, that whereunto we 
have already attained, we may all walk 
by the fame rule, and mind the fame things ; 
and, in order thereunto, that they take 
opportunity of affuring and convincing 
them, that the bifhops of this church 
are really and fincerely irreconcileable 
enemies to the errors, fuperftition, ido- 
latries and tyrannies of the church of 
Rome; and that the very unkind jea- 
Toufies which fome have had of us to the 


* Calamy’s abridgment, p. 385. 
‘ 
contra- 
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‘ contrary, were altogether groundlefs. 
« And, in the laft place, that they warm- 
‘« ly and affeCtionately join us in daily fer- 
‘ vent prayers to the God of peace, for 
* an univerfal bleffed union of all reformed 
« churches at home and abroad, againft 
* our common enemy.’ 

Bisuop Burnet * tells us, it was often 
faid, That if ever God fhould deliver them 
out of the prefent diftrefs, they would keep 
up their domeftic quarrels no more, which 
were fo vifibly, and yet artfully managed 
by our adverfaries, as to make us devour 
one another. 

AGAIN, I do affure you, and I am 
certain I have the beft grounds in the 
world for my aflurance, fays one-f, that 
the bifhops, when the happy opportunity 
fhall offer itfelf, will let the prote/tant 
diffenters find, that they will be better 
than their word given in their famous pe- 
tition. 

-REMAKABLE are the words of ano- 
ther reverend divine on the fame occafion. 
¢ § The bifhops have, under their hands 
« declared their difpofitions to come to a 
* temper in matters of conformity, and 
« there feems to be no doubt of their fin- 
Sceritys If ever God brings us into a 


fettled {tate, out of the ftorms into which 

our paflions and folly, as well as the 

bela ee Ao + Calamy, p. 386. § Apol. for the 
church of Exg. Calamy, p, 426. 
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treachery of others, has led us, it can- 
not be imagined, that the bithops will 
go off from thofe moderate refolutions 
which they have now declared; and 
they continuing firm, the weak and in- 
difcreet paffions of any of the inferior 
clergy muft needs vanith And I 
will boldly fay, that if the church of 
England, after the is got out of this 
ftorm, will return to hearken to the 
peevifhnefs of fome four men, the will 
be abandoned both of God and man, 
and will fet heaven and earth againft her. 
The nation fees too clearly, how dear 
the difpute about conformity has coft us, 
to ftand upon fuch punctilio’s ; and thofe 
in whom our deliverance is wrapt up, 
judge too right, that ever they will be 
prieft-ridden in this point. And, if 
any argument was wanting to conclude 
the certainty of this point, the wife and 
generous behaviour of the main body of 
the diffenters in this prefent juncture, has 
given them fo juft a title to our friend- 
fhip, that we muft refolve to fet all the 
world againft us, if we can ever forget 
it; and if wedo not make them all the 
returns of eafe and favour, when it is 
in our power.’ 

TuHus you may fee the many and {trong 


affurances of favour, given by the church 
party in diftrefs, to the on-conformifts ; ali 


Vot. III. P which, 
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which, in a few months, fays Mr. Neal, 
vanifhed into fmoak. 

Kine Yames being flattered with the 
gaudy charms of abfolute power, and the 
empty merit of reftoring the popz/h reli- 
gion, drove on without controul, till at 
laft he forced the people of England upon 
an inevitable neceffity of calling in the 
prince of Orange, to retrieve the expiring 
liberties of their country ; who put to fea 
Nov. 1. and-after a remarkable paflage, in 
which the wind chopt about almoft mira- 
culoufly in his favour, landed at Torbay 
Nov. 5, with about fourteen thoufand men, 
without meeting the king’s fleet, which 
was out at fea, in order to intercept them. 
Soon after his highnefs landed, the body 
of the nation difcovered their inclinations 
fo evidently, that the king loft both head 
and heart at once. And having fent the 
queen with the pretended prince of Wales 
to France, he caufed the writs for calling 
a new paliament to be burned, and the great 
feal to be thrown into the Thames; then 
attempting to leave the kingdom, he was 
feized at Feverfham, and prevailed with to 
return back to London. Bat when the 
prince of Orange refolved to come to 
Whiteball, and fent his majefty a meffage, 
that he thought it not confiftent with the 
peace of the city, and for the kingdom, 
for both of them to be there together ; 
his majefty retired a fecond time to Roche- 


fer, 
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fter, with the prince’s confent, and after 
a week’s ftay in that place, went away pri- 
vately in a veffel to France. 

Upon the departure of the king, there 
was an Inter-regnum; but-of fuch a na- 
ture, fays Rapin *, as the like had never 
been known in England. At length, af- 
ter many long debates, the lords agreed 
with the commons, that king ames had 
abdicated the government; and that the 
throne was thereby become vacant. ‘+-This 
‘ great ftep being made, the next thing 
to be debated was, who fhould fill the 
the vacant throne. The marquifs of 
Hallifax moved, that the crown fhould 
be given to the prince of Orange alone, 
and to the two princeffes after his death; 
but he was not feconded. It was rea- 
dily agreed, that the princefs of Orange 
fhould be placed on the throne; but the 
queftion was, whether the prince fhould 
be king of himfelf, or as hufband of 
the princefs? Upon this, parties began 
to be formed in both houfes. Mean 
while, as the princefs was detained in 
Holland by the froft, and by contrary 
winds after the thaw, the earl of Danby 
fent one over to the princefs, with an 
account of the prefent ftate of the debate, 
and to tell her, that if fhe defired it, he 
did not doubt, but he fhould be able to 
carry it, for fetting her alone upon the 
* Hitt. of Eng, Vol. TI. p. 783. + Ib. 793. 
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throne. The princefs anfwered, fhe was 
the prince’s wife, and would never be 
other, than what fhe would be in con- 
junction with him, andunder him; ad- 
ding, fhe would take it very ill, if any, 
under a pretence of their care for her, 
would fet up a divided intereft between 
her and the prince. Not content with 
this, fhe fent the lord Danby’s letter, and 
her anfwer to the prince; and thereby 
broke all the meafures of thofe, who 
wifhed to create a mifunderftanding or 
jealoufy between them. The. earl of 

Danby received not the leaft mark of dif- 
pleafure from the prince of Orange, who 
continued {till to employ and truft 
him. 

‘ AT laft, doth houfes agreed, and voted 
feverally, that the prince and princefs of 
Orange, fhould be king and queen of 
England; but that the fole and full re- 
gal power, fhould be in the prince only, 
in the name of both’ 

On the rath of February, the princefs 


of Orange arrived at London, and feemed 
very well pleafed with what had been re- 
folved ; that the adminiftration of the go- 
vernment fhould be in the prince only, 
in the name of both. Thus the ftri@ union 
between the prince and princefs, broke the 
meafures of {uch as hoped to create a mif- 
underftanding between them, in order to 
ferve their old matter. 


THE 
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THE next day, the prince and princefs 
of Orange being feated on two large chairs, 
under a canopy of {tate in the banqueting- 
houfe, doth boufes of the convention waited 
oges them, in a full body, to offer them 
the crown, 

AFTER the reading of a declaration * 
of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
commons affembled in parliament, the mar- 
quifs of Hallifax, fpeaker of the houfe of 
lords, made a folemn tender of the crown 
to their highneffes, in the name of both 
houfes ; whereupon the prince of Orange 
returned the following anfwer: 


My lords and gentlemen, 


HIS is certainly the greateft proof 

of the truft you have in us that 
can be given, which is the thing that 
makes us value it the more; and we 
thankfully accept what you have offered. 
And as I had no other intention in com- 
ing hither, than to preferve your reli- 
gion, laws, and liberties, fo you may 
be fure, that I fhall endeavour to fup- 
port them; and fhall be willing to con- 
cur in any thing that fhail be for the 
good of the kingdom ; and to do all that 
is in my power, to advance the welfare 
and glory of the nation.’ 
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Tue fame day, the prince and princefs 
were proclaimed king and queen of Eng- 
land, Scotland, France, and Ireland, by 
the names of W1LL1AM and Mary, to 
the inexpreffible joy of the people. 

Tuus by concuring accidents and fur- 
prifing circumftances, ended the fhort and 
unhappy reign of king Fames II. and with 
him the male line of the royal houfe of 
Stuarts; fucceeded by the glorious re 
volution, brought about under the con- 
duct of king Wiliam WI. of immortal 
memory : Of whom it has been very juftly 
faid, ‘ He was the afferter of liberty, the 
* deliverer of nations, the fupport of the 
Empire, the bulwark of Holland, the 
preferver of Britain, the reducer of Lre- 
land, and the terror of France. 

‘His thoughts were wife and fecret, his 
words few and faithful, his ations many 
and heroic, his government without ty- 
ranny, his juftice without rigour, and his 
religion without fuperftition, 
© He was magnanimous without pride, 
valiant without violence, victorious with- 
out triumph, active without wearinefs, 
cautious without fear, and meritorious 
without thanks. 
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© Hewas; but words are wanting to fay what, 
* Say - that’s great and good, and he was 
‘ that.’ 


THERE was, at this time, two parties 
in the church of England; both joined to 
carefs the diffenters, in order to obtain them 
to fide with them; a tafk that carried in 
itfelf no apparent difficulty, becaufe they 
were at.a greater diftance, and much more 
reformed from popery than themfelves. And 
he that does not think thelow-church clergy 
meant honeftly, and defigned to be as good 
as their word, hardly deferves to be ranked 
amongft rational creatures. But there was 
another party that lay behind the curtain, 
and meant no more by their proteftations 
of favour and friendfhip to the diffeniters, 
than to get themfelves out of trouble : And 
though they renounced the doétrine of zon- 
refiftance to ferve their own turn, yet when 
that was done, they retreated, and would 
have become as.cruel perfecutors as before. 
Thefe were enemies to the glorious revolu- 
tion; and when our glorious deliverer had 
done their work, they would have fent’him 
back from whence he came. And thefe 
were-afterwards juftly diftinguifhed by the 
names of Non-jurors, ‘facobites, and High- 
fiers, whofe numbers were greater than 
the low-church clergy imagined. They 


prevailed in conyocation, intimidated the 
P4 friends 
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friends of liberty and charity, and have 
been the peft of the kingdom ever fince. 

IcawnotT pafs this glorious, and ne- 
ver-to-be-forgotten year, without mention- 
ing fome few things, which fet forth the 
fenfe the nation then had of this mighty 
monarch. And the rather, becaufe that pe- 
ftilent patty who oppofed him, have ever 
fince been endeavouring to undermine the 
glorious fettlement of the proteflant fucce/- 
fin, by which he fecured to us our civil 
and religious liberties. And I hope my 
readers will not deem it (tho’ I muft con- 
fefs, it is fomewhat foreign to the hiftory 
Iam writing) an impertinent digreffion ; 
becaufe all attempts made by that re/flefs 
factious party, to undermine the prote/fant 
intereft in this kingdcm, are againft the 
Englifb Baptifts, inafmuch as they now 
fhare in common with all the other pro- 
tefiant parties in this kingdom, and join 
with the other diffenters in their publick 
civil adminiftrations, 


‘Tue firft thing then I fhall mention is, 


pene, the humble application of the pious and 


diffenting 
miniflers 
of Lon- 
don’s aa- 
arefs. 


noble prelate Henry lord bifhop of Lon- 
don, with the reverend clergy of the city, 
and fome of the diffenting minifters in it, 


made to him, when prince of Orange, 
Nov. 21, 1688. 


‘ He declared in excellent words *, that 


* A fixth colleét. of papers relating to the prefent junc- 
ture of affairs in England, 1688. p. 17. 
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they came to pay him their humble du- 
ties, and moft grateful refpects, for his 
very great and moft hazardous under- 
taking for their deliverance, and the pre- 
fervation of the profeflant religion, with 
the antient laws and liberties of this na- 
tion. He addeth, that they gave up dai- 
ly many thankfgivings to Almighty God, 
who had hitherto been gracioufly pleafed 
fo wonderfully to preferve his perfon, 
and profper and favour his good defign. 
And they promifed the continuance of 
their ferventeft prayers to the fame God, 
and all concurrent endeavours in their 
circumitances, for the promoting yet 
further that work, which was fo hap- 
pily begun; and alfo for the perfecting 
of it, not only in this kingdom, but in 
other chriftian kingdoms. He likewife 
fuggefted to the good prince, that fome 
of the diffenting minifters, and ¢heir 
brethren, were there prefent; who, hav- 
ing the fame fenfe of his coming hither 
with themfelves, had joined themfelves 
with them, by him, to render him their 
humbleft and moft grateful acknow- 
ledgements.’ 
‘Hrs highnefs was pleafed to declare, 
that he thanked them for their atten- 
dance, and acquainted them very briefly 
with the chiefeft ends of his difficult and 
chargeable expedition: That indeed it 
was to preferve and fecure the protetant 
© religion; 


217 


218 


The nobil:- 
ty, gentry, 
and com- 
monalty’s 
emgage- 
sent at 
Exeter. 


Cr ee ee a, ee ry 


The History of the 


religion; (his own religion, and their 
religion) and affuring them, he fhould 
not think any thing, not life itfelf, too 
dear to hazard, in promoting and per- 
feéting fo gooda work. Alfo he offered 
up with great devotion, his folemneft ac- 
knowledgments to Almighty God for 
his prefence with him, and bleffing upon 
his endeavours and arms hitherto; and 
afked the continuance of all their prayers 
to God for him.’ 

Ann fo fenfible was the nation in ge- 


neral of the danger they were in, that the 
nobility, gentry, and commonalty, met at. 
Exeter, enter’d into an engagement to af- 
fift the prince of Orange, in the defence 
of the proteffant religion, laws, and liber- 
ties ot the people of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, as. followeth, viz. * 


on .  .  . a .  . e Y 


‘ WE do engage to Almighty God, and 
to his highnefs the prince of Orange, 
and with one another, to ftick firm to 
this caufe, and to one another, in the 


defence of it, and never to depart from 


it, until our religion, laws and liberties 
are fo far fecured to us in a free parlia- 
ment, that we fhall be no more in dan- 
ger of falling under popery and flavery. 
And whereas we are engaged in the com- 
mon caufe, under the protection of the 
prince of Orange, by which means his 


* perfon may be expofed to danger, and 


* Second cole@. p, 27. 
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* to the defperate and curfed defigns of 
“ Papiffs, and other bloody men; we do 
therefore folemnly engage to God and 
to one another, that if any fuch attempts 
be made upon him, we will purfue not 
only thofe that made them, but all their 
adherents, and all we find in arms a- 
gainft us, with the utmoft. feverity of 
juft revenge in their ruin and deftruc- 
tion; and that the executing any fuch 
attempt (which God of his infinite mer- 
cy forbid) fhall not deprive us from pur- 
fuing this caufe which we do now under- 
take, but that it fhall encourage us to 
carry it on with all the vigour that fo 
barbarous an approach fhall deferve. 
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The declaration of the nobility, gentry, and 
commonalty, at the rendezvous at Not- 
tingham, Nov. 22, 1688. * 


‘ We the nobility, gentry, and com- Zhe decla- 
monalty of thefe orthern counties, af- eet 
fembled together at Nottingham, for the yy, gentry, 
defence of the laws, religion and pro- a ee ; 
perties, according to thofe free-born li- Notting 
' berties and privileges defcended to us ham. 
from our anceftors, as the undoubted 
birth-right of the fubjects of this king- 

of England, (not doubting but the in- 
fringers and invaders of our rights will 
reprefent us to the reft of the nation, in 

the moft malicious drefs they can put 


* Second colled. p. 29. 
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upon us) do here unanimoufly think it 
our duty, to declare to the reft of our 
proteftant fellow-{ubjects, the grounds 
of our prefent undertaking. 

‘We are by innumerable grievances 
made fenfible, that the very fundamen- 
tals of our religion, liberties and proper- 
ties, are about to be rooted out by our 
late je/uitical privy-council, as hath been 
of late too apparent. 

‘ 1. By the king’s difpenfing with all 
the eftablifh’d laws at his pleafure. 

‘ 2. By difplacing all officers out of all 
offices of truft and advantage, and pla- 
cing others in their room that are known 
Papifts, defervedly made uncapable by 
the eftablifhed laws of our land. 

© 3. By deftroying the charters of moft 
corporations in the land. 

* 4. By difcouraging all perfons that are 
not Papi/zs, preferring {uch as turn to 


popery: 


‘ 5. By difplacing all honeft and con- 


fcientious judges, unlefs they would, 


contrary to their confciences, declare 
that to be law which was meerly arbi- 
trary. 

‘ 6. By branding all men with the name 
of rebels, that but offered to juftify the 
laws in a legal courfe againft the arbi- 
trary proceedings of the king, or any of 
his corrupt minifters, 
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‘ 7. By burthening the nation with an 
army to maintain the violation of the 
rights of the fubjedts, 

* 8. By difcountenancing the eftablith- 
ed reformed religion. 

‘ g. By forbidding the fubjects the be- 
nefit of petitioning, and conftruing them 
libellers; fo rendering the laws a nofe 
of wax, to ferve their arbitrary ends. 
And many more fuch like, too long here 
to enumerate. 

‘ WE being thus made fadly fenfible of 
the arbitrary and tyrannical government, 
that is, by the influence of je/uitical 
counfels coming upon us, do unani- 
moufly declare, that not being willing 
to deliver our pofterity over to fuch a 
condition of popery and flavery, as the 
aforefaid oppreffions inevitably threaten ; 
we will, to the utmoft of our power, 
oppofe the fame, by joining with the 
prince of Orange, (whom we hope God 
Almighty hath fent to refcue us from the 
oppreffions aforefaid) will ufe our utmoft 
endeavours for the recovery of our almoft 
ruined laws, liberties and religion. And 
herein we hope all good prote/fant {ub- 
jects will, with their lives and fortunes, 
be affiftant to us, and not be bug-bear- 
ed with the opprobrious terms of rebels, 
by which they would fright us, to be- 
come perfect flaves to their tyrannical 


infolencies and ufurpations ; for we aflure 
our 
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our felves, that no rational and unbiafs’d 
perfon will judge it rebellion to defend 
our laws and religion, which all our 
princes have {worn at their coronations : 
which oath, how well it hath been ob- 
ferved of late, we defire-a free parhtament 
may have the confideration of. 
“ WE own it rebellion, to refift a king 
that governs by law: but he was always 
accounted a tyrant, that made his will 
the law; and to refift fuch a one, we 
juftly efteem no rebellion, but a neceflary 
defence. And in this confidezation, we 
doubt not of all honeft mens affiftance ; 
and humbly hope for, and implore the 
great God’s protection, that turneth the 
hearts of his people as pleafeth him beft ; 
it having been obferved, that people can 
never be of one mind without his in{pi- 
ration, which hath in all ages confirm- 
ed that obfervation, that vox popult eff 
vox Det. 
‘ Tue prefent reftoring of charters, and 
reverfing the oppreffing and unjuft judg- 
ment given on Magdalen-college fellows, 
is plain, are but to ftill the people, like 
plumbs to children, by deceiving them 
for a while; but if they fhall by this 
{tratagem be fooled till this prefent ftorm 
that threatens the Papi/fs be paft, as 
foon as they fhall be refettled, the for- 
mer oppreffion will be put on with 
greater rigour, But we hope, zz vain 
I crs 
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‘ as the net foread in the fight of the birds, 


* For, 

‘iff, Tue Papifts old rule is, That 
‘ faith isnot to be kept with hereticks, as 
* they term Protefants ; though the fo- 
‘ pife religion is the greateft of herefy. 
* And 2dly, Queen Mary's fo ill obferving 
‘ her prornifes to the Suffolk men, that 
‘ helped her to her throne. And above 
€ all, 3dly, The Pope's difpenfing with the 
‘ breach of oaths, treaties, or promifes at 
‘ his pleafure, when it makes for the fer- 
‘ vice of holy church, as they term it, 
‘ Thefe, we fay, are fuch convincing rea- 
* fons to hinder us from giving credit to 
‘ the aforefaid mock fhews of reédrefs; 
‘ that we think our felves bound in con- 
* fcience to reft on no fecurity that fhall 
“ not be approved by a freely elected par- 
© lament, to whom, under God, we re- 
‘ fer our caufe.’ 


Dec. 11, 1688. was prefented to the Declara- 
prince a declaration * of the lords fpiritual Agape 
and temporal, aflembled at Guz/d-bal in yitual and 
London, with their names thereunto fub- temporal. 
fcribed, viz. 

‘ We doubt not but the world believes, 

‘ that in this great and dangerous conjun- 
« ure, we are heartily and zealoufly con- 
‘ cerned for the profefant religion, the 
‘ laws of the land, and the liberties and 


* Fourth collefion, p. 23. 
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properties of the fubject. And we did 
reafonably hope, that the king having 
iffued his proclamation, and writs for a 


free parliament, we might have refted 


fecure under the expectation of that 
meeting. But his majefty having with- 
drawn himfelf, and as we apprehend, 
in order to his departure out of this king- 
dom, by the pernicious counfels of per- 
fons ill-affe€ted to our nation and reli- 
gion; we cannot, without being want- 
ing to our duty, be filent under thofe 
calamities, wherein the popifb countfels, 
which fo long prevailed, have miferably 
involved thefe realms. 

‘ WE do therefore unanimoufly refolve 
to apply our felves to his highnefs the 
prince of Orange; who, with fo great 
kindnefs to thefe kingdoms, fo vaft ex- 
pence, and fo much hazard to his own 
perfon, hath undertaken, by endeavour- 
ing to procure a free parliament, to re- 
{cue us, with as little effufion as poffi- 


-ble of chriftian blood, from the immi- 


nent dangers of popery and flavery. 
‘ Anpv we do hereby declare, that we 
will, with our utmoft endeavours, aflift 
his highnefs in the obtaining fuch a par- 
liament, with all fpeed, wherein our laws, 
our liberties and properties, may: be fe- 
cured, the church of England in parti- 
cular, with a due liberty to proteftant 
Diffenters, and in general the prote/tant 
* religion 
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religion and intereft over the whole 
world, may be fupported and encoura- 
ged, to the glory of God, the happinefs 
of the eftablifhed government in thefe 
kingdoms, and the advantage of all prin- 
ces and ftates in chriftendom, that may 
be herein concerned. 

‘In the mean time, we will endeavour 
to preferve, as much as in us lies, the 
peace and fecurity of thefe great and po- 
pulous cities of London and Weftminfter, 
and the parts adjacent, by taking care to 
difarm all Papz/ts, and fecure all Fe/uits 
and Romzfh priefts, who are in and about 
the fame. 

‘ Anp if there be any more to be per- 
formed by us, for promoting his high- 
nefs’s generous intentions for the publick 
good, we fhall be ready to do it as occa- 
© fion fhall require.’ 

On the fame day was prefented to his 
highnefs the humble addrefs of the /eute- 
nancy of the city of London, as follows: 
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May it pleafe your Highnefs, 

‘ We can never fufficiently exprefs the Lieutenan. 
© deep fenfe we have conceived, and {hall 9 2% Lon- 
« ever retain in our hearts, that your high- 7.2; 
© nefs has expofed your perfon to fo many 
* dangers both by fea and land, for the 
‘ prefervation of the proteffant religion, 

« and the laws and liberties of this king- 
* Fourth collef. p. 30 
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dom; without which unparallel’d un- 
dertaking, we muft probably have fuf- 
fered all the miferies that popery and fla- 
very could have brought upon us. 

‘ WE Have been greatly concerned, that 
before this time we have not had any 
feafonable opportunity to give your high- 
nefs, and the world, a real teftimony, 
that it has been our firm refolution to 
venture all that is dear to us, to attain 
thofe glotious ends which your highnefs 
has propofed, for reftoring and fettling 
thefe diftracted nations. 

‘ We therefore now unanimoufly pre- 
fent to your highnefs’ our juft and due 
acknowledgments, for the happy relief 
you have brought tous. And that we 
may not be wanting in this prefent con- 
juncture, we have put our felves into 
fuch a pofture, that by the blefiing of 
God we may be capable to prevent all ill 
defigns, and to preferve this city in peace 
and fafety, till your highnefs’s happy 
arrival. 

‘ We therefore humbly defire, that 
your highnefs will pleafe to repair to 
this city, with what convenient {peed 
you can, for the perfecting the great 
work which your highnefs has fo hap- 
pily begun, to the general joy and fatis- 
faction of us all,’ 
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On the 20th of December, the humbie 1% recor- 
addrefs of the lord mayor, aldermen, and 97%" 
commons of the city of London, was pre- jpeech. 
fentedto hishighnefs: which was introduced 
with a {peech made by Sir George Treby, Kt. 
recorder of the city of London, viz. 


May it pleafe your bighnefs, 

‘ Tue lord mayor being difabled by 
ficknefs, your highnefs is attended by 
the aldermen and commons of the capi- 
tal city of this kingdom, deputed to 
congratulate your highnefs upon this 
great and glorious occafion. In which, 
labouring for words, we cannot but come 
fhort in expreffion. 

‘ REVIEWING our'late danger, we re- 
member our church and ftate over-run 
by popery and arbitrary power, and 
brought to the point of deftruction by 
the condu& of men that were our true 
invaders, that brake the facred fences of 
our laws, and which was worfe, the 
very conftitution of our legiflature. So 
that there was no remedy left but the 
laft. The only perfon under heaven that 
could apply this remedy was your high- 
nefs. You are of a nation, whofe alli- 
ance in all times has been agreeable and 
profperous to us. You aré of a family 
moft illuftrious benefactors to mankind. 
To have the title of /overeign prince, 
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© fladtholder, and to have worn the zmpe- 
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rial crown, are among their leffer digni- 
ties. They have long enjoyed a dignity 
fingular and tranfcendent, vz. to be 
champions of Almighty God, fent forth 
in feveral ages to vindicate his caufe, a- 
gainft the greatef{t oppreffions. 

©‘ To this divine commiffion, our no- 
bles, our gentry, and among them our 
brave Exxglifh foldiers, render’d them- 
felves and their arms upon your appear- 
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‘“WuHewn we look back to the laft 
month, and contemplate the {wiftnefs 
and fulnefs of our prefent deliverance, 
aftonifhed! we think it miraculous. 

© Your highnefs, led by the hand of 
heaven, and called by the voice of the 
people, has preferved our deareft inte- 
refts, the protefant religion, which is 
primitive chriftianity reftored. Our laws, 
which are our ancient title to our lives, 
liberties, and eftates, and without which 
this world area wildernefs. 

‘ But what retribution can we make 
to your highnefs? Our thoughts are full 
charged with gratitude. Your highnefs 
has a lafting monument in the hearts, 
in the prayers, in the praifes of all good 
men amongft us. And late pofterity 
will celebrate your ever glorious name, 
till time fhall be no more,’ 
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TL hedac iD REE SIS; 
May it pleafe your Highne/s, 
‘ We, taking into confideration your 
highnefs’s fervent zeal for the prote/fant 
religion, manifefted to the world in your Toe city of 
many and hazardous enterprizes, which see) 
it hath pleafed Almighty God to ble ““”~ 
you with miraculous fuccefs ; We ren- 
der our deepeft thanks to the divine ma- 
jefty for the fame: and beg leave to pre- 
fent our moft humble thanks to your 
highnefs, particularly for your appearing 
in arms in this kingdom, to carry on 
and perfect your glorious defign, to 
refcue England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
from flavery and popery, and in a free 
parliament to eftablith the religion, the 
laws, and the liberties of thefe kingdoms 
upon a fure and lafting foundation. 
© We have hitherto looked for fome re- 
medy for thefe oppreffions, and imminent 
dangers, we, together with our protefant 
fellow-fubjects laboured under, from his 
majefty’s conceflions and concurrences, 
with your highnefs’s juft and pious purpo- 
fes, expreffed in your gracious declaration. 
‘ Bur herein, finding our felves final- 
ly difappointed by his majefty’s with- 
drawing himfelf, we prefume to make 
your highnefs our refuge ; and do, in 
the name of this capital city, implore 
your highnefs’s protection; and moft 
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humbly befeech your highnefs to vouch- 


fafe to repair to this city, where your 
highnefs will be received with univerfal 
« joy and fatisfaction.’ 

To the Engh/b Baptifts I perfuade my 
felf, this relation will not feem an unne- 
ceflary digrefiion ; though it does not feem 
to fuit my title and profefied defign ; fince 
too many have forgot, or at leaft never 
knew, how much this nation is indebted to 
the memory of this glorious deliverer. I 
am verily perfuaded, our wife anceftors, 
had they been requeited by their fellow- 
citizens (at their own expence, and with- 
out any charge to the city) to be permitted 
to erect a ftatue therein to his memory ; 
they, inftead of rejecting fuch a requeft, 
would rather that a golden flatue had been 
erected to his memory in the moft publick 
place of this magnificent city, and joined 
in contributing thereunto, 

He muift be very impious, or very ftu- 
pid, who, upon a due confideration of this 
great deliverance, cannot fee reafon to a- 
dore the boundlefs goodnefs of God to- 
wards this nation ; for thereby he defeated 
the hopes, and totally overthrew the con- 
trivances of that reitlefs, implacable, and 
perfidious faction, even when they feemed 
to be in fuch a condition that they feared 
nothing. But the Almighty power of 
God exerted it felf, asin the cafe of Sen- 
nacherib ; which they neither feared nor 
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In chap. I. of vol. II. I did obferve from 
capt. Dean’s Letter, what fhare the Bap- 
tifts had in the revolution of the times then 
treated of ; and from thence concluded, as 
they were not in the favour of the pro- 
tector, fo no grounds could be given to 
charge the action of tne king’s death upon 
them. Having fince received from the 
Rev. Mr. Calamy a {mall pamphlet, fetting 
forth the difcovery of his highnefs’s inten- 
tions, touching the Baprz/fs in the army, 
wrote, we may fuppofe, by an officer, who 
had been of the prote¢tor’s intimacy, tho’ 
at that time he thought it advifeable to 
conceal himfelf. Indeed, it is penned with 
fome warmth; and there is more of re- 
fentment in it than is ufually found amongft 
the writings of the Baptifis. But it is to 
be confidered, that it comes from foldiers, 
and not only: foldiers, but injured foldiers ; 
and therefore makes nothing again{ft what 
I have hitherto written in behalf of the 
innocency of the Englifb Baptz/ts, and their 
fubje€tion to government. They had now 
no king in Ifrael, and no wonder, if every 
man did that which was right in bis own 
eyes. However, to do juftice to my rea- 
ders, and the reverend gentleman who 
communicated the fame to me, I fhall in- 
fert the whole thereof in this place, and 
leave them to make fuch ufe thereof as 
they-fhall think fit. Itis intitled, 4 short 
difcovery of bis highne/s the lord protecior’s 
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intentions touching the Anabaptifis in the 
army, and all fuch as are againft bis refor- 
ming things in the church ; which was firft 
communicated toa Scotch lord, who is call- 
ed Twidle ; but is now come to the ear of 
the Anabaptifis: upon which there is pro- 
pounded thirty-five queries for his. bighne/s 
to anfwer to bisown confcience. Bya well- 
wifher to the Anabaptifts profperity, and all 
the reft of the feparates in England. 

To his highnefs the Lord Protector. 
My Lord, 

‘ THERE Is fome intelligence abroad, 
¢ which I defire to communicate in a pri- 
« vate way, left I become a prey to the 
« malice or envy of the ramping lyon, 
« But to the matter intended, and that is 
‘ this: It feems your highnefs being dif- 
© courfing with a Scotch lord, who is call- 
« ed the lord Twzdle, you were pleafed to 
« fay, that there was fomething ami/s in 
« the church and ftate, which you would 
< reform as foon as may be. Of thofe 
¢ that were amz/s in {tate, {ome were done, 
«and the reft werea doing; and as for 
‘ thofe things that were ami/i in the 
¢ church, you hoped to rectify by degrees, 
* as convenient opportunity prefented it 
‘ felf; but before you could do this work, 
the Anabaptifis muit be taken out of the 
army ; and this you could not do with 
fharp corrofive medicines, but it muft be 
done by degrees. From which there are 
two things obfervable, 1. The work. 
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2. The way you intend to take to do 
this work, 

‘First, tothe work; and that is church 
work. It feems you intend to follow 
the fteps of them that are gone before, 
which could not be content to meddle 
with ftate affairs, and to make laws for 
the body or perfons of men, but for the 
confcience too; and to make laws and 
ftatutes, and impofe them upon the 
people, as rules of divine worfhip. And 
this is the work you intend to be at, un- 
der pretence of correcting error, and fo 
to deftroy truth. 

‘ Bur who could have thought, when 
you made your laft {peech to the par- 
lament, when your tongue was fo fweet- 
ly tipt for the “berty of confcience, te- 
proving the parliament for having a 
finger on their brother's confctence ; who 
could have imagined, that then heard 
you, that you would have been fo foon 
at the fame trade? unlefs he had fup- 
pofed, a fountain could have fent forth 
Jweet water and bitter? But, 

‘ SECONDLY, the way you intend to 
take to bring about this defign, is two- 
fold. 1. To purge the army of the 
Anabaptifts. 2. To do it by degrees. 
But, Oliver, is this thy defign? And ts 
this the way to be rid of the Anabap- 
tifis? And is this the reafon, becaufe 
they hinder the reforming the things 
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amifs in the church? I confefs, they 
have been enemies to the pre/byterian 
church government; and fo were you, 
when you were at Dunbar in Scotland ; 
or at leaft you feemed to be fo by your 
words and actions; for you f{pake as pure 
independency as any of us all then; and 
made this an argument why we fhould 
fight ftoutly; becaufe we had the prayers 
of the Independents, and baptized churches. 
So highly did you feem to love the Ana- 
baptifis then, that you did not only in- 
vite them into the army, but entertain 
them into your family ; but it feems the 
cafe is altered. But I pray do not de- 
ceive your felf, nor let the priefts de- 
ceive you; for the Anabaptifts are men 
that will not be fhuffled out of their 
birth-rights, as free-born people of Exg- 
land. And have they not filled your 
towns, your Cities, your provinces, your 
iflands, your caftles, your navies, your 
tents, your armies, (except that which 
went to the Weft Indies, which profpers 
fo well) your court? your very council 
is not free ; only we have left your tem- 
ples for your felf to worfhip in. So that 
I believe it will be a hard thing to root 
them out ; although you tell the Scotch 
lord you will do it by degrees, as he re- 
ports, 
‘ May it pleafe your highnets ferioufly 
to confider what hath been faid, and an- 
‘ {wer 
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fwer thefe enfuing queries to your own 
confcience. 

‘1. WHETHER your highnefs had 
come to that heighth of honour and 
greatnefs you are now come to, if the 
Anabaptifts, {o called, had been as much 
your enemies as they were your friends? 
‘2. WHETHER the Analaptifis were 
ever unfaithful, either to the common- 
wealth in general, or to your highnefs 
in particular? And if not, then what is 
the reafon of your intended difmiffion ? 
<3.WHETHER the Anabaptiftsbe not as 
honeft now, as in the year 1650, and 51 
and 52? &c. andif fo, why not as ufe- 
ful now as then? 

© 4. WHETHER the Anabapti/ts are not 
to be commended for their integrity, 
which had rather keep faith and a good 
confcience, although it may lofe them 
their employments, than to keep their 
employments with the lofs of both? 
‘5. WHETHER the Anabaptifis may 
not as juitly endeavour to eat out the 
bowels of your government, as your 
highnefs may endeavour to eat them out 
of their employments? 

<6 WueTHerR the Anabaptifis did 
not come more juftly into their employ- 
ments in the army, than your highnefs 
came into the feat of government! 
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‘7 WHETHER, if the Anabaptits 
had the power in their hands, and were 
as able to caft you out, as you were them, 
and they did intend it to you, as you do 
to them; whether, I fay, your highnets 
would not fay, they were all knaves ? 

© 8. WHETHER this be fair dealing in 
the fight of God and men, to pretend a 
great deal of love to the Anzabaptifts, as 
to major Pack, and Mr. Kzjin, and a 
hundred more that I could name, when 
at the fame time you intend evil againft 
them? 

“9g. WHETHER the Anabaptift will 
not be in a better condition in the day of 
Chrift, that keeps his covenant with God 
and men, than your highnefs will be, if 
you break with both? 

© ro. WHETHER a hundred of the old 
Anabaptifis, {ach as marched under your 
command in 48, 49, 50, &c. be not as 
good as two hundred of your new cour- 
tiers, if you were in fuch a candition as 


-you were at Dunbar in Scotland ? 


‘ai. WHETHER the caufe of the ar- 
mies defect in Hi/paniola was becaufe 
there was fo many Anabapri/ts in it? and 
if fo, whether that be the only reafon 
that they are-fo much out of date? 
‘12, WHETHER your highnefs hath 
not changed your former intention, to 
have an equal refpect to the godly, tho’ 
* different 
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different in judgment? and if fo, whe- 
ther it be from the better to the worfe? 

1g: WHETHER your highnefs’s con- 
{clence was not more at peace, and your 
mind more fet upon things above, when 
you loved the 4nabapti/ts, than it is now, 
when you hate their principle, or their 
fervice, or both? 

© 14. WHETHER your highnefs’s court 
is not a greater charge to this nation, 
than the Avabapti/ts in the army? and 
if fo, whether this be the eafe that you 
promifed the people ? 

‘ 15. WHETHER there be any difpro- 
portion betwixt the {tate of things now, 
and the {tate of things in the days of old ; 
and if there be, fhew us where it lieth, 
how and when? 

‘16. WHETHER the monies laid out, 
in the making of the new rivers, and 
ponds at Hampton-court, might not have 
been better beftowed in paying the pub- 
lick faith, or the Anabapti/is arrears, be- 
fore their difmiffion ? 

‘17, WHETHER it is not convenient 
for the Anabaptilts to provide for their 
own fafety, feeing from you they can 
expect none ? 

‘78. WHETHER it will be any more 
treafon to fight for our liberties and civil 
properties in thefe days, if they be denied 
us, than it was to fight for them in the 


days of the king ? 
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‘19. WHETHER the inftrument of 
government be as the laws of the Medes 
and Perfans, that alter not? If fo, how 
isitthat Mr. ‘Yohn Biddle is now a pri- 
foner ? 

‘20. WHETHER your highnefs may 
not as well violate the whole z”/rument 
of government as the thirty-feventh and 
thirty-eighth articles ? If fo, what fecu- 
rity have the people for their liberty ? 
‘21. WHETHER our liberty doth not 
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will of a future protector, feeing the zz- 


ftrument of government is {fo little ufe- 


ful? If fo, whether our condition be not 
as bad as ever? 

* 22, WHETHER you may not as juftly 
fuffer all to be put in prifon that differ 
from the church of England, as to fuf- 
fer Mr. Biddle to be imprifoned ? 
© 23. WHETHER it will not be more 
abominable to the Anabaptifts, or Inde- 
pendents, or Mr. Biddle, or any other, 
profefling faith in God by Jefus Chrift, 
and are not ditturbers of the civil peace, 
nor turn their liberty into licentioufnefs, 
to fuffer for their con{ciences under your 
government, that promifed liberty to 
fuch, than it was to have fuffered under 
the king that promifed them none? 

‘24. WHETHER your highnefs wilk 


“ not appear to bea dreadful apoftate, and 


fearful diflembler, if you fuffer perfe- 
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Lal A A A n A w~ tay a an nr An 


wn Wn aA A 


ENGLIsu Baptists. 


cution to fall upon the Anabaptifis, or 
Independents, or them of Mr. Biddle’s 
judgment, f{eeing you promifed equal 
liberty to all ? 

‘25. WHETHER this will not prove 
your highnefs’s ruin, if you join with 
{uch a wicked principle to perfecute for 
conf{cience, or to turn men out of the 
army for being Anabaptifis, or for any 
fuch thing as differs from the church of 
England ; feeing God hath confounded 
all fuch as have done fo? 

‘ 26. WHETHER the old parliament 
was not turned out, for leaving undone 
that which they ought to have done? 
and if fo, whether thofe things have been 
done fince ? 

‘ 27, WHETHER the /ittle parliament 
was not turned out for doing that which 
the other left undone; or taking away 
of ¢zthes, and other grievances? and if fo, 
then 

‘28. WHETHER you did not intend 
your own ends, more than you did the 
nation’s good, in breaking the fir/t par- 
Lament, and calling the /écond, and dif- 
folving of them again? 

© 29. WHETHER the zn/frument of go- 
vernment was not preparing ezght or nine 
days before the breaking up of the /f#/e 
parliament? Andif fo, whether you did 
not intend their diffolving ? 
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© 30. WHETHER you did not tell a 
fhameful untruth to the Jaf parliament, 
faying, that you did not know of their 
diflolving, that is to fay, the /ttle par- 
liament, till they came to deliver up their 
power to you? 
‘31. WHETHER your highnefs did not 
put a flur upon the lord Lambert, when 
he fhould have gone lord-deputy to Ire- 
land, in telling the parliament, it favour- 
ed too much of monarchy; and fo fent 
Fleetwood with a lower title? 
© 32, WHETHER your highnefs do not 
intend to put another flur upon the lord 
Lambert, in fending for the lord-deputy 
to come into Exgland, to make him ge- 
neralifimo of the armies in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland 2? 
‘ 33. WHETHER It is not convenient 
for the lord Lambert to confider of thofe 
actions, and to have an eye to your pro- 
ceedings, left by degrees you eat him out 
of all, as you intend to do the Anabap- 
tifts ? 3 
‘ 34. WHETHER the exceflive pride 
of your family do not call for a fpeedy 
judgment from heaven, feeing pride ne- 
ver goeth without a fall 2 
‘35. WHETHER the fix coach-horfes 
did not give your highnefs a fair warn- 
ing of fome worfe thing to follow, if 
you repent not, feeing God often fore- 
warns before he ftrikes home? 

The 
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My Lord, 
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‘ My humble requeft is, that you will 
ferioufly confider of thefe few lines, al- 
though you may diflike the way by 
which they are communicated ; yet let 
the matter fink deep into your heart ; 
for thefe things fhould have [met *] you 
in another manner, had not your high- 
nefs caft off all fuch friendly commu- 
nication, by word of mouth, and the 
perfons too, if they did but tell you plain- 
ly their minds, And take heed of caft- 
ing away old friends for new acquain- 
tance, as Rehoboam + did, who forfook 
the counfel of his good old friends, and 
confulted with his young courtiers ; 
which caufed the zen tribes to revolt from 
him. And it is a deadly fign of a {pec- 
dy ruin, when a prince or a ftate cafts 
off the intereft of the people of God; 
as you may fee, how foa/h { forfook the 
people and houfe of God, and then his 
hoft fell before a few of the 4//yrians, 
and at laft his own fervants confpired a- 
gain{ft him, and flew him. 

‘ Anp therefore, O Cromwel! leave 
off thy wicked defign of cafting off the 
intereft of the people of God; and let 
* This word is fupplied, that in the original beirg 


torn of, + 1 Kings xii. 8. { 2 Chron. xxiv. 17, 24. 
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my counfel be acceptable to thee, and 
break off thy fins by righteou/ne/s, and thine 
iniquity by fhewing mercy to the poor; 
and it may be a lengthning of thy tran- 
quillity : for it is not ftrength united with 
policy, but righteoufnefs accompanied 
with ftrength, that muft keep alive your 
intereft with God and the people. And 
when both thefe die, that is to fay, righ- 
teoufnefs and fincerity, then adieu to 
thy greatnefs here, and thy eternal hap- 
pinefs hereafter.’ 
‘ From bim who wifes your 
* highne/s bappine/s, fo long 


‘ as you do well. 


‘PRINTED for the information of all 


‘ fuch as prize the liberty of their confci- 
‘ ences, for which fo much blood hath been 
© fpilt. 


Citas. 
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From the Revolution, zo the end 
of the reign of King William 
the Third. 


, | VHE king and queen being proclaim- Anno 
ed, the lord Churchill on the next 1989- 


day was {worn of their privy council, and 
made one of the gentlemen of the king’s 
bed-chamber ; and foon after was advan- 
ced to the dignity of earl of Marlborough, 
and accordingly attended in that quality 
at their majefties coronation, which was 
performed on the 11th of 4pril, to the 
great joy of the prote/tant part of the king- 
dom. 

Tue reception of king ames in the 
French court, and his tranfporting French 
forces into Ireland, foon made a war ne- 
ceflary. The houfe of commons in a body, 
humbly addreffed his majefty for a war 
with France; and the houfe of lords una- 
nimoufly refolved to ferve and affift his 
majefty therein, to their utmoft power: 
whereupon, May the 7th, the war was 
folemnly proclaimed. But the affairs of 

R 2 the 
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the nation, and the fitting of the parlia- 
ment, requiring his majefty’s prefence in 
the kingdom, he fixed upon the earl of 
Marlborough, as the moft proper perfon to 
head his forces in the Netherlands, and 
fent him thither accordingly ; and when 
the affairs of the nation permitted, he 
went himfelf ; and by his valour and con- 
duct, not only reftored to the Engli/h na- 
tion that figure they had loft in the world 
for near an hundred years paft, but raifed 
them to a greater than ever they had be- 
fore. It has been a glory peculiar to the 
houfe of NASSAU, to have fought for 
LIBERTY, the nobleft caufe, and the 
greateft {take that mortals can contend for. 
And it is the fureft and beft way to tranf- 
mit a glorious name to pofterity ; to re- 
lieve the opprefled, break off their fetters, 
and fet the world free. 

Dr. Wekwood, in his epiftle dedicatory, 
fays*, ‘ The memory of that prince muft 
be lafting, who, in all the wars he has 
been engaged in, and in all the treaties 
that have been made to reftore peace to 
his country, has never made any terms 
for himfelf ; except once, when the in- 
tere{t of three kingdoms, and his own, 
were become one and the fame. And he 
adds, when fucceeding ages fhall {carce 
fee any other coin in England, but of 
one ftamp, they muft look back with 


* Memoirs, page 5. 
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“amazement upon the reign of a prince 
whofe image it bears, and wonder, how 
it was poffible, that during the heat of 
the moft expenfive war that ever was, fo 
vait a treafure could be new minted, and 
at fo prodigiousa lofs ; while at the fame 
time they will commend and blefs a 
people, that with fo much chearfulnefs 
affifted him with fupplies fuitable to fuch 
mighty undertakings. They will be no 
lefs furprized to find, that amidft many 
hardfhips and difappointments, which 
could not be avoided, his armies follow- 
ed him with an inviolable fidelity, and 
inimitable courage ; and will hardly be- 
lieve, that it was within the compafs of 
human prudence to cement fo many jar- 
ring interefts, and unite fo many prin- 
ces of different religions into one alli- 
ance, till the glorious conclufion of a 
general peace.’ 
THESE great things were very much 
admired and extolled by the then prefent 
age, and ought no lefs by pofterity. And 
it is but reafonable that the memory of 
fuch actions fhould live for ever. For, by 
this glorious revolution, a ftop was put to 
persecution, and liberty of confcience to all 
proteftant Diffenters eftablifhed by law. 
Tue face of things being thus changed, 
it prefently appeared how ineffectual thofe 
cruel and barbarous methods, by fies and 


imprifonments, &c. were to {top the growth 
R 3 and 
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A general and increafe of the Engh/h Baptifis. For 


affembly of 


Englifh 
Baptifis. 


in this year, it appears by the zarrative of 
the proceedings of a general affembly, there 
were more than one hundred congregations 
of them affembled together, to confult of 
proper ways and means to advance the glo- 
ry of God, and the well-being of their 
churches. A general fa/f was appointed 
by this a/fembly to be kept by all the con- 
gregations, and the caufes and reafons 
thereof fent to each of the churches. The 
main and principal evils mourned, on the 
day appointed, were as followeth. 
‘ Firf, THosr many grievous back- 
flidings, fay they, fins and provocations, 
not only of the whole nation, but alfo 
of the Lord’s own people, as confidered 
in our publick and private ftations ; par- 
ticularly, that great decay of firft-love, 
faith, and zeal, for the ways and wor- 
fhip of God, which hath been apparent, 
not only in our churches, but alfo in 
private families. 
-* Secondly, Tuat this declenfion and 
backfliding hath been, we fear, for a long 
feries of time ; and many fore judgments 
God has brought upon the nation; and 
a ftrange death of late come upon the 
Lord’s faithful witnefies; befides divers 
painful labourers in Chrift’s vineyard 
called home, and but few raifed up in 
their ftead ; little fuccefs in the miniftry ; 
ftorms of perfecution having been raifed 
“upon 
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upon us; a new war commenced by the 


beaft (through the permiffion of God, 
and hand of his juftice) to a total over- 
coming to appearance, the witneffes of 
Chrift in thefe z/es; befides his more 
immediate ftrokes by plague and fre, 
&c. God not bleffing all effays ufed for 
deliverance ; fo that we were almoft 
without hope. Therefore our fins that 
provoked the righteous and juft God to 
bring all thefe evils upon us, we ought 
to bewail and mourn for before him. 
But withal, not to forget his infinite 
goodnefs; who, when he faw that our 
power was gone, and that there was 
none fhut up or left, that he fhould 
thus appear for our help and deliverance, 
in a way unexpected and unthought of 
by us. 
‘Thirdly, Tue things we fhould there- 
fore in the next place pray and cry to 
the Lord for, are, that he would give 
us true, broken, and penitent hearts for 
all our iniquities, and the fins of his 
people ; and wath and cleanfe away thofe 
great pollutions with which we have 
been defiled; and alfo pour forth more 
of his Spirit upon us, and open the 
myfteries of his word, that we may un- 
derftand whereabouts we are, in refpect 
of the latter time, and what he is a do- 
ing, and know our work; and that a 
R 4 ‘ bleffing 
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bleffing may attend all the churches of 
his faints in thefe nations; and that 
greater light may break forth, and the 
glory of the Lord rife upon us; and that . 
the word may not any more be as a 
mifcarrying womb and dry breafts ; but 
that in every place multitudes may be 
turned to the Lord, and that love and 
{weet concord may be found among all 
the Lord’s people in thefe nations; that 
the great work begun therein fo un- 
expectedly, may go on and be perfeét- 
ed, to the praife of his own glory: 
Likewife to put up earneft cries and 
fapplications to the Lord for the lineal 
feed of Abraham, the poor ews, that 
they may be called, and both Yews and 
Gentiles made one fheepfold under that 
one Shepherd Jefus Chrift. 


‘ TueseE are fome of thofe things we 
have thought good to lay before you, 
and which we hope we fhall be helped 


‘with you to fpread before the Lord on 


that day, with whatfoever elfe you, or 
we, may be enabled to come to.a re- 
folve about, fo that all may be fucceed- 
ed, with a glorious bleffing from the 
Almighty ; that the prefent churches, 
and thofe faints who fhall come after 
us, may have caufe to praife his holy 
name; which is the unfeigned prayer 

* and 
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and defire of us, who fub{cribe our felves 

* your fervants for Jefus fake, 

Signed by thirty-two, in the name 
and behalf of the whole affembly. 


€ 


ArT this general affembly, which was 
every day opened and concluded with fo- 
lemn prayer, were prefent upwards of 150 
perfons, and fo united were their hearts 
in the fpirit of love and fweet concord, 
that in their debates, confultations and re- 


24.9 


folves, they fay, ‘ Scarcely one brother | 


‘ diffented from the afemély in the fenti- 
‘ ments of his mind in any one thing 
‘ propofed to their ferious confideration.’ 

To prevent all miftakes, mifapprehen- 
fions, and inconveniencies that might arife 
in time to come concerning this gene- 
ral affembly, and for the fatisfaction of 
every particular church, they did folemnly 
and unanimoufly profefs and declare in 
the following words : 

‘ 1. THaT we difclaim all manner of 
‘ fuperiority, or fuperintendency over the 
‘ churches ; and that we have no autho- 
‘ rity or power to prefcribe or impofe any 
‘ thing upon the faith or practice of any 
© of the churches of Chrift. Our whole 
‘ intendment is, to be helpers together of 
‘ one another, by way of counfel and ad- 
‘ vice, in the right underftanding of that 
‘ perfect rule, which our Lord Jefus, the 
‘ only bithop of our fouls, hath already 
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ptefcribed, and given to his churches in 
his word, and therefore do feverally and 
jointly agree. 
‘2. Tu at in thofe things wherein 
one church differs from another church, 
in their principles or practices, in point 
of communion, that we cannot, fhall 
not, zmpofe upon any particular church 
therein ; but leave every church to their 
own liberty, to walk together as they 
have received from the Lord. 
‘3. TuaT if any particular offence 
doth arife betwixt one church and ano- 
ther, or betwixt one particular perfon 
and another, no offence fhall be admitted 
to be debated among us, “till the rule 
Chrift hath given in that matter be firft 
anf{wered, and the confent of both par- 
ties had, or fufficiently endeavoured. 
‘ 4. TuaTt whatever is determined by 
us, in any cafe, fhall not be binding to 
any one church, till the confent of that 
church be firft had, and they conclude 
the fame among themfelves, 
© gs. Tuar all things we offer by way 
of counfel and advice, be proved out of 
the word of God, and the fcriptures an- 
nexed, 
‘6. THatT the dreviats of this meet- 
ing be tranfcribed, and fent to every par- 
ticular church, with a letter. 
‘7. TuaT the meffengers that come 
to this meeting be recommended by a 
Spletter 
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* letter from the church; and that none 
* be admitted to fpeak in this afembly, 
‘ unlefs by general confent,’ 

Turs general affembly, Sept. 5. after fo- 
lemn feeking the Lord, confidered and 
concluded, that a publick fund or flock 
was neceflary towards maintaining and fup- 
porting a regular miniftry, and came to 
a refolution how to raife it; and unani- 
moufly concluded that it fhould be raifed 
by a free-will offering ; that every perfon 
fhould communicate according to his abi- 
lity, and as the Lord fhall make him 
willing, and enlarge his heart ; and that 
the churches feverally among themfelves, 
do order the collection of it with all con- 
venient fpeed, that the ends propofed may 
be put into prefent practice. 

Tue ufes to which this fund, or pub- 
lick /fock were to be applied, vzz. 
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“ 1. To communicate thereof to thofe Page 12. 


churches that are not able to maintain 
their own miniftry; and that their mi- 
nifters may be encouraged wholly to de- 
vote themfelves to the great work of 
preaching the gofpel. 

© 2. To fend minifters that are ordain- 
ed, or at leaft folemnly called, to preach 
both in city and country, where the 
gofpel hath, or hath not yet been preach- 
ed, and to vifit the churches; and thefe 
to be chofen out of the churches in Lon- 
* don, or the country, which minifters are 
LQ 
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to be approved of, and fent forth by two 
churches at the leaft ; but more if it 


‘ may be. 
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‘ 3. To affift thofe members that thall 
be found in any of the aforefaid churches 
that are difpofed for ftudy, have an in- 
viting gift, and are found in fundamen- 
tals, in attaining to the knowledge and 
underftanding of the languages, Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, 

SEVERAL queftions were propofed from 


the churches to this gencral affembly, and 
debated and refolved; for which.I muft 
refer the reader to the printed narrative, be- 
ing too many to be inferted here ; there- 
fore I fhall mention only fome of them, vzz. 
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‘WHETHER it be not expedient for 
churches that live near together, and 
confift of {mall numbers, and are not 
able to maintain their own miniftry, to 
join together, for the better and more 
comfortable fupport of their miniftry, 
and better edification of one another ? 
Which was unanimoufly agreed to, and 


‘concluded in the affirmative. 


© 2, WHETHER believers were not 
actually reconciled to God, aétually jufti- 

fied and adopted when Chrift died ? 
‘ A, Tuart the reconciliation, juftifi- 
cation and adoption of believers are in- 
fallibly fecured by the gracious purpofe 
of God, and merit of Jefus Chrift ; yet 
none can be faid to be adtually recon- 
‘ ciled, 
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ciled, juftified or adopted, until they 
are really implanted into Jefus Chrift by 
faith; and fo by virtue of this their 
union with him, have thefe fundamen- 
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tal benefits aétua/lly conveyed unto them. seas a 


And this we conceive is fully evidenced, 
becaufe the fcripture attributes all thefe 
benefits to faith, as the inftrumental 
caufe of them; and gives fuch reprefen- 
tation of the ftate of the elect, before 
faith, as is altogether inconfiftent with 
an actual right in them. Efé. i, 2, 
3, 12. 

‘9, WuerTuer it be not neceflary for 
the elders, miniftring brethren, and mef- 
fengers of the churches, to take into their 
ferious confideration thofe exceffes that 
are found among their members, men 
and women, with refpect to their ap- 
parel ? 

‘ A. THAT it is a fhame for men to 
wear long hair, or long perriwigs, and 
efpecially minifters, 1 Cor. xi. 14, or 
firange apparel, Zeph.i. 8. That the Lord 
reproves the daughters of Sion for the 
bravery, haughtinefs, and pride of their 
attire, walking with firetched out necks, 
wanton eyes, mincing as they go, Ifa. iii. 
16. Theapoftle Pau/ exhorts || women to 
adorn them/felves in modeft apparel, with 
Jhame-facednefs and fobriety, not with 
broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coftly 


/ 1 Tim. ii. g, 10. 


. array ; 


Vv. If. 
Vv. I. 


GaL iii. 26, 
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array; but with good works, as becomes 
women profeffing godlinefs, and whofe 
adorning, fays Peter, * Let 7t not be the 
outward adorning, of plaiting the batr, 
of wearing gold, or of putting on of ap- 
parel ; but the ornament of a meek and 
quiet fpirit, which is in the fight of 
God of great price ; for after this (fafhion) 
manner, the holy women who trufted 
in God adorned themfelves. And there- 
fore we cannot but bewail it with much 
forrow and grief of fpirit; that thofe 
brethren and fifters who have folemnly 
profefied to deny themfelves, and who 
are by profeflion obliged in duty not to 
conform to this world, fhould fo much 
conform to the fafhion of this world ; 
and not reform themfelves in thofe incli- 
nations that their natures addicted them 
to in days of ignorance. From thefe 
confiderations, we earneftly defire that 
men and women, whofe fouls are com- 
mitted to our charge, may be watched 
over in this matter; and that care be 
taken, and all juft and due means ufed 
for a reformation herein ; and that fuch 
who are guilty of this crying fin of 
pride, that abounds in the churches, as 
well as in the zation, may be reproved ; 
efpecially confidering what time and trea- 
{ure is foolifhly wafted in adorning the 
body, which would be better fpent in 
ma Pete Wl ay Aye 
* a care- 
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a careful endeavour to adorn the foul ; 
and the charge laid out upon thofe fu- 
perfluities to relieve the neceflities of the 
poor faints, and to promote the intereft 
of Jefus Chrift. And though we deny 
not but in fome cafes ormaments may be 
allowed, yet whatever ornaments in men 
or women which are inconfiftent with 
modefty, gravity, fobriety, and a fcan- 
dal to religion, opening the mouths of 
the ungodly, ought to be caft off, being 
truly no ornaments to believers, but ra- 
rather a defilement ; and that thofe mi- 
nifters and churches who do not en- 
deavour after a reformation herein, are 


juftly to be blamed.’ 


Tus general affembly now met toge- 
ther to confider of feveral things relating 
to the well-being of their churches, em- 
braced this opportunity ; and judged it 
their duty to clear themfelves from thofe 
reproaches caft on them, occafioned by 
the weaknefs of fome few of their per- 
fuafion, who in the late King’s ragn were 
employed as regulators for the fupport of 
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his difpenfing power. They fay, ‘ There Page 26. 


< having been many reflections caft upon 
‘us under the name of Axabaptifis, as 
‘ fuch, as having in the late times, for 
« our liberties fake, complied with the 
‘ Popifh party, to the hazard of the Pro- 
‘ ¢eftant religion, and the civil liberties 
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of the nation; we being met togethers 
fome from moft parts of this kingdom, 


judge it our duty to clear ourfelves from 


the faid reflections caft upon us. And 
we do firft declare, that to the utmoft 
of our knowledge there was not one 
congregation that had a hand, or gave 
confent to any thing of that nature, 
nor did ever countenance any of their 
members to own an abfolute power in 
the late king, to difpenfe with the pe- 
nal laws and tefis; being well fatisfied, 
that the doing thereof, by his fole pre- 
rogative, would lay the foundation of 
deftruction of the Proteffant religion, 
and bring /lavery to this kingdom: But 
yet we muft confefs, that fome few 
perfons (from their own fentiments ) 
which were of our focieties, ufed their 
endeavours for the taking off the penal 
laws and tefts; and were employed by 
the late King ‘fames to go into divers 
countries, and to feveral corporations, to 
improve their intereft therein, but met 
with little or no encouragement by any 
of our members; tho’ confidering the 
temptations fome were under (their lives 
being in their enemies hands) the great 
fufferings, by imprifonments, excommu- 
nications, €c, that did attend, from the 
ecclefiaftical courts ; as alfo by frequent 
moleftations of informers again{ft our 
meetings, by means whereof many fa- 

“ milies 
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milies were ruined in their eftates; as 
alfo deprived of all our “erties, and 
denied the common juftice of the na- 
tion, by the oaths and perjury of the 
vileft of mankind, might be fome abate- 
ment to the fevere cenfures that have 
attended us; tho’ if fome amongtt us, 
in the hopes of a deliverance from the 
heavy bondage they then lay under, 
might mifcarry, by falling in with the 
late king’s defign. It being alfo well 
known, that fome congregations have 
not only reproved thofe among them 
that were employed, but in a regular 
way have further proceeded again{ft them. 
From whence it feems unreafonable, that 
for the mifcarriage of a few perfons the 
whole party fhould be laid under re- 
proach and infamy : it being our pro- 
feffed judgment, and we on all occa- 
fions fhall manifeft the fame, to venture 
our all for the Profeftant religion, and 
liberties of our native country. And we 
do with great thankfulnefs to God, ac- 
knowledge his fpecial goodnefs to thefe 
nations, in raifing up our prefent King 
Wiliam, to be a bleffed inftrument in 
his hand to deliver us from Pofery and 
arbitrary power; and fhall always, as 
in duty bound, pray the Lord may con- 
tinue him, and his royal confort, long 
to be a blefling to thefe kingdoms ;. and 
fhall always be ready, to the utmoft of 
Vou. III. S © our 
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our ability, in our places, to join our 
hearts and hands with the reft of our 
Proteftant brethren, for the prefervation 
of the Proteftant religion, and the liber- 


© ties of the nation, 


Tus affembly did publith a confefion 


of faith, which was the fame, without 
any alteration, with that publifhed in the 
year 1677, which I mentioned, but omit- 
ted there, defigning to exhibit it in this 
place. They did prefix thereto, under their 
hands, the following certificate, v7z. 
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‘ We the minifters and meflengers of, 
and concerned for upwards of 100 con- 
eregations in England and Wales, deny- 
ing Arminianifm, being met together in 
London, from the third day of the 7% 
month, to the 11" of the fame, 1689, to 
confider of fome things that might be for 
the glory of God, and the good of thefe 
congregations, have thought meet, for 
the fatisfaction of all other Chriftians, 
that differ from us in the point of dap- 
ti/m, to recommend to their perufal the 
confeffion of our faith, which confeffion 
we own, as containing the doétrine of 
our faith and practice ; and do defire that 
the members of our churches, refpective- 
ly, do furnith themfelves therewith. 
This was figned by 37 perfons, and it 
is added, in the name and behalf of 
the whole affembly. Ihave placed it in 
the Appendix, N® II, 
ANOTHER 
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ANOTHER general affembly of the elders eee 


and meffengers of the baptized churches 
from divers parts of England and Wales, 
was held in London from the fecond of 
fune, to the eighth of the fame, 1691, 
in which I find the fame methods uted 
for the happy fettlement, firm peace, and 
well-being of all thofe churches for which 
they were immediately concerned; and 
therefore fhall not mention anv of the 
particulars in this affembly tranfacted. 

In. this year was publifhed by fome 
baptized congregations in the We/?, in the 
county of Somer/et, or near adjacent, who 
did ftedfaftly deny the doétrine of Anzz- 
nominianifm, and perfonal reprobation, a 
Short confeffion, or a brief narrative of faith. 
The fame contained 27 articles ; the which 
I have placed in the Appendix, Vol. IV. 
N° x. In their Introduction they fay, ‘ It 
‘ is not for any ambition of our attain- 
ments above others, neither for want of 
en underftanding that there have been 
fufficient faid to thefe things already, by 
fuch pens as we prefer and honour; as 
being far more able to fet forth the 
great truths of the gofpel than ourfelves. 
Neither do we hereby pretend to be 
bringing forth of new things; but to 
bear our teftimony to the faith once de- 
hvered to the faints, in which we tratt, 
through grace, we are eftablifhed ; but 
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our reafons why we thus publickly ap- 
pear are, 

< 1, We are, on thefe articles of faith, 
united together as one people, to wor- 
fhip and ferve the Lord, with one mind 
and confent (until we fee juft caufe to 
relinquifh) holily and refolvedly, in the 
ftrength of the Lord, to perfevere therein 
unto the end. 

‘ 2, Because we ate looked upon as 
a people degenerated from almoft all o- 
ther baptized congregations, at leaft in 
our parts of the nation; fo that they are 
not only unfree, but are even afraid to 
to have affinity with us in the work, 


' worfhip, and fervice of the Lord ; which 


did incline us to appear in publick after 
this manner, to give a fhort account of 
our faith, in the great things of the 
gofpel; fo that, if poffible, we may 
have more acquaintance, acceptance, and 
fellowfhip with thefe churches of Jefus 
Chrift, that we believe are one with us, 
in the moft material things of the gofpel, 
both relating to matters of faith and 
practice ; who, it may be, do carry 
themfelves ftrange for want of a right 
under{tanding of our faith. But if, when 
all is done, it do not anfwer the end 
for which it is intended; but we 
muft, notwithftanding, be looked upon 
as a bye people, and be rejected, or laid 
afide, we truft we fhall keep clofe to 
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* the Lord in the things that we at pre- 
* fent underftand, until we are by fome 
‘ divine authority convinced of fome reli- 
* gious miftakes therein, @c. and now 
“ we fhall proceed to explain ourfelves by 
* thofe brief articles of faith following. 

‘ We have in this fhort narrative ta- 
‘ ken care to place the {criptures, fuch as 
* are moft plain and pertinent to every 
* article, not in words at length, but only 
‘ refer to the chapter and verfe for brevity 
© fake’ 


IT was about this time that the malice Thomas 
of the implacable enemies of the Baptifts (oie 
vented their abominable flanders againft 
Mr. Thomas Grantham, a faithful minifter 
of the gofpel, a gentleman fo endowed 
with all moral and chriftian virtues, that 
many of his acquaintance were perfuaded 
that he was equalled by few, and ex- 
ceeded by none that lived in his day; and 
yet this pious and ufeful man could not 
efcape the per/ecution of the tongue. Some 
faid he was a drunkard; others, a whore- 
monger; fome, that he was a Jefuit ; 
others, that he was a thief, and ftole fheep 
and hurdles; and not only of the com- 
mon people, but men of reputation too ; 
one was a gentleman, called Mr. Toathdy, 
that had been a perfecuting magiftrate, 
though out of commiffion, when he vented 


this flander againit Mr. Grantham at Nor- 
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wich. Another was one Mr. ‘fobn Willet, 
rector of Tatterfbal in the county of Lin- 
coln, who declared in writing under his 
hand, that he faw Mr. Grantham ftand 
in the pillory ¢wo hours at Louth in Lin- 
colnfbire, for caufing his man fervant to 
fetch up feven fheep of one of his neigh- 
bours, and to brand them with his own 
brand, &c. 

On the 6° of Odfober, 1691, this vile 
prieft, before Thomas Blofield, E{q; mayor 
of Norwich, did with great humility con- 
fefs his wickednefs ; and that all was falfe 
which he had faid, and fubfcribed againft 
Mr. Grantham; and he did over and over, 
with crying and bended knees, and wring- 
ing of his hands, defire forgivenefs of him ; 
which he, like a good chriftian, readily 
granted, though the worfhipful mayor de- 
clared, that it was the fouleft thing that 
ever he heard; and faid, it was next to 
the taking Mr. Grantham’s life, and re- 
buked the flanderer for his wickednefs, 
which was fuch as deferved fevere whip- 
ping ; and further faid, if Mr. Grantham 
forgave him, it wasa very great kindnefs ; 
and commanded his clerk to make a record 
of his confeffion; and ordered that the 
flandering prieft fhould fign and feal it ; 
which was done accordingly, and is as fol- 
loweth, viz. , 


Norwich, 
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Norwich. 


© WuereAs I Fobn Willet, \ate rector 
of Tatterfhall in Lincolnfhire, did, on 
the 2d day of Oéfober 1691. wickedly 
and falfely certify, and fubfcribe, That 
Thomas Grantham, \ate of Lincolnfbire, 
and now inhabitant in the city of Nor- 
wich, did, to my knowledge, ftand in 
the pillory at Louth in Lincolnfhire, two 
hours, for ftealing fheep and hurdles ; 
and that I did fee him hold up his hand 
at the bar. And further I do declare, 
that I have not only wickedly abufed the 
faid Thomas Grantham, in in all thefe 
things, but falfely accufed Dr. Hillyard, 
Mr. Fobn Connould,, and Mr. Thomas 
Poke, in faying at Great Yarmouth, that 
I was drawn toit, by the forefaid Dr. 
Hillyard, Mr. ‘fobn Connould, and Mr. 
Poke, by giving me too much wine, and 
two fhillings in money. And I further 
do declare, that what I faid of Mr. 
Grantham, and fabfcribed, was falfe, 
and from my felf only ; and that I drank 
but one glafs of wine at the doctor’s a- 
forefaid. And [ believe that the doctor 
fuppofing I was in want, did out of 
his chriftian charity give me two hillings. 
In witnefs whereof I have hereunto ict 
my hand and feal, before Thomas Blo- 
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‘ feild, Efq; mayor, the 6th day of Odo- 
© ber, Anno Dom. 1691. 
Fobn Willet o 
Sealed and fubfcribed before 
me Tho. Blofeild, mayor. 


Now this wretched flanderer had no 
money to free himfelf from the officer ; 
therefore Mr. Grantham, to prevent his 
going to prifon for charges, gave the offi- 
cer ten fhillings to fet him at liberty. Thus 
he manifefted /ove to his enemy, requiting 
him good for evil. 

Anno, ANOTHER general affembly of the Bap- 

1692. ifs, confifting of elders, minifters, and 

general mefiengers, was held at London, May 3, 

afimbly 1692, and continued to the 24th of the 

Hants, fame month, And in order to the more 
comfortable communion of thofe churches 
that were in uvion, and then confifted of 
107, it was thought expedient, 


‘ 1. THaT whereas for fome years laft 
paft, the churches have had in feveral 
counties patticular affociate meetings, 
and one general at London annually ; it 
is now propofed to divide this one gene- 
ral into ¢wo, and to keep one in the Wef?, 
and ove here for the Eaf?: That in the 
Weft to be at Briffol, and the other in 
London ; defiring, that all churches will 
fend meflengers to one or the other, once 
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a year, as may be moft for their con- 
veniency ; and that either from their 
particular churches, or they that live re- 
mote from fuch affociations, as they think 
meet to keep. 

‘2. TuaT the meeting at Briffol be 
kept annually at the time called Eafer ; 
and that. at London at the time called 
W bitfontide. 

£ 3. THAT two meffengers be fent down 
from London every time to that at Bri- 
fol; and alfo two fent up from that at 
Briftol, to that at London, for the main- 
taining of general communion. 

‘ 4. For the better keeping up of the 
JSund, that this method be obferved. That 
all churches make quarterly colleétions, 
in what method they think beft, for the 
encouragement of the mzzi/zry, by help- 
ing thofe minifters that are poor, and 
to educate brethren that may be appro- 
ved, to learn the knowledge of thofe 
tongues wherein the {criptures are writ- 
ten. 

‘. TuaT thofe afemblies are not to 
be accountable to one another, any more 
than churches are. 

‘ 6. THaT no churches make appeals 
to them, to determine matters of faitd 
or faé, but propofe or query for ad- 
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‘+. Tuar after both the meetings in 
‘ Weft and Eaft have been held, that a ge- 
“ neral narrative be printed, and fent to 
“ all the churches, of fuch matters as may 
‘ be of general ufe.’ 


TueEreE being a controverfy about 


The con- Jinging the pratfes of God in the affembly for 


traverfy 
about fing- 
ing refer- 
red to 
them. 


publick worfhip, managed and maintained 
in print by feveral perfons of the baptized 
churches; it was agreed by doth partzes 
to refer the matter to the examination and 
determination of /even of the brethren 
nominated by this afembly ; and for that 
end, the following queftion was propofed 
to both parties, in the general affembly, viz. 

Q. WHETHER you are willing to be 
determined by the faid brethren, and re- 
folve to do what they fhall determine, in 
order to the removing of all thofe reflec- 
tions that are writ in all the books that are 
printed on both fides, about the contro- 
verfy of finging ? &c. The matters to be 
debated, and determined, are only refpect- 
ing reflections, and matters of faé?. 

Tus queftion was an{wered and fully 
agreed to, by Mr. William Kiffin, Mr. 
‘fobn Man, Mr. George Barret, Mr. Wil- 
iam Collins, Mr. Benjamin Keach, Mr. 
Richard Steed, and Mr. Thomas Hollowell. 
And the perfons nominated to examine 
and determine the matters aforefaid, were 

Mr. 
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Mr. Andrew Gifford, Mr. Edmund White, 
Mr. Henry Auftin, Mr. Robert Keate, 
Mr. Fobn Willis, Mr. Samuel Buttal, and 
Mr. ‘Fobn Scott. 

Tue determination that was read to qheir de- 
both parties in the affembly, May 24, and termina- 
figned by them, was as follows : ae 


‘ * Beloved and honoured in the Lord, for 
‘ your work fake, 


‘ WE your unworthy brethren, whom 

you have chofen to examine, and deter- 
mine the matters aforefaid, fo far as we 
know our own hearts, have fingly, with- 
out refpect of perfons, judged as for the 
Lord, and uwnanimoufly concluded, that 
thofe perfons who have been concerned 
in this controverfy, have on both fides 
erred in moft of the particulars that were 
laid before us. If we have been partial 
in any thing, it is only, for which we beg 
your pardon, that we lay your evils be- 
fore you in eafy terms, from this confi- 
dence, that the grace of God will help 
you much more to aggravate them in 
your own fouls; efpecially when you 
compare how unlike to Jefus Chrift, and 
the holy commands he hath given for 
brotherly love, your treatment hath been 
one towards another; who when be was 
reviled, reviled not again, 1 Pet. il. 22, 

* Narrative, p. 11. 
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23. And how far fhort in this contro- 
verfy you have come, in anfwering that 
character, which the Spirit of God gives 
of true charity, 1 Cor. xiil.4, Gc. Had 
the things wherewith you charge one 
another been true, we humbly conceive, 
you fhould have taken thofe cules Chrift 
hath prefcribed in a more private debate, 
way, and method, that would not have 
reflected upon your holy profeflian, and 
the name of God, to convince one an- 
other of your errors ; and that the ways 
you have taken to difcover the nakednefs 
of your brethren, have been irregular, 
and tended rather to beget greater of- 
fences and ftumblings, than convincing, 
healing, and recovering. Ham, for dif- 
covering the nakednefs of Noah, wasac- 
curfed of God, Gen. ix. 29. To pro- 
claim one anothers errors to reproach, is 
from the evil one, and to give our ene- 
mies occafion to rejoice over our failings, 
forbidden to be told in Gath and Gilgal, 
2 Sam.i.20. You know who hath faid, 
that the iffue of d:ting will be to devour 
one another, if God prevent not. We 
grieve to think, what difhonours your 
methods will bring to the name of God , 
reproach to your holy profeffion, ftum- 
bling to finners, and divifions among the 
churches of Chrift. And therefore as 
brethren, partakers of the fame grace, 
we humbly exhort you, and pray God 

* would 
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* would make you all fenfible of your er- 
* rors, humble you for them, as God for 
© Chrift’s fake hath forgiven you; fo you 
© would for his name’s fake forgive one 
* another. And as he is pleafed to make 
‘ you fenfible of your errors, acknowledge 
‘ them one to another, and give us caufe 
* of great rejoicing, that have grieved us 
* whilft we have been fearching into your 
* uncharitable, unfavoury cenfures, reflec- 
* tions and reproaches, which you have in 
* your books loaded one another with; 
‘ and through temptation have been pre- 
* vailed upon to take wrong meafures and 
‘ mifreprefentations of one another within 
* your felves. And therefore in the name 
‘ of the Lord, and for his fake, we en- 
* treat and determine, that you proceed 
< no longer in fuch methods. 

‘ We have alfo confidered, and deter- 
mined, (that for the prevention of any 
further reproach and difhonour that may 
come upon the name of the Lord, and 
your holy profeflion, that nothing will 
prove more effectual for this end, than) 
that all perfons that are concerned on 
both fides in this controverfy, be defired, 
and we do defire, and determine, that 
they fhould call in, and bring all their 
books hereafter mentioned into the a/- 
sembly, or to whom they fhall appoint, 
and leave them to their difpofe. And 
that if any do perfift in this reproachful 

« method, 
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method, we do ferioufly deliver it as our 
fenfe, that that perfon or perfons who 
do thofe things, that fow offences, dif- 
cord and divifions, among the churches 
of Chrift, fhould be remarked. We 
could entreat you, upon our knees, 
might we prevail with you in this mat- 
ter, that you would join together, fo 
keep the unity of the fpirit, and of our 
holy profeffion, zu the bond of peace. 

‘« MorREOVER we entreat and deter- 
mine, that it be inferted in the narra- 
tive, that none of the members of the 
churches do buy, give, or difperfe any 
of thefe books aforefaid underwrit; nor 
any other that have thofe uncharitable 
reflections in them againft their bre- 
thren: and that no perfon do fell them, 
or give them to others. 

‘ THE names of the books, fome of 
which we have feen, and all others, that 
have fuch reflections though not feen, 
are, 

‘1. A fober reply to Robert Steed’s 


epiftle. 


‘ 2. Truth foberly defended. 
© 3. A ferious anfwer, &c. 
‘ 4. Truth cleared, or a brief narrative 


of the rife, &c. 


Tuus a {top was put to the troubles 


that threatened the daptized churches up- 
on this controver/y ; and many of them 
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from that time /ung the praifes of God in 
their publick affemblies, who had not ufed 
that practice before. 

VeRyY numerous were the baptized 
churches in Exgland at this time: and tho’ 
but one hundred and feven churches are 
mentioned, which made up this general 
affembly, it is to be obferved, there were 
many other churches of the fame faith 
and order, that aflociated together, which 
never joined in thefe affemblies; befides a 
great number of baptized churches, who 
hold the doctrine of univerfal redemption ; 
and from hence have been unhappily di- 
{tinguifhed from their brethren, by the 
name of general Baptifts; though in the 
courfe of this hiftory I have included doth, 
without any diftin@tion, under the title of 
Engh{h Baptifts. 'Thefe, in the like order 
and manner, had their annual general af- 
jfemblies; and the fame is ftill continued 
amongft them, and held at London in the 
Whit/un-Week, evento the prefent times. 
And it were to be wifhed, that this diftin- 
tion were laid afide, and that the paftors 
of the daptized churches would concur to 
heal their flocks of fuch dividing princi- 
ples. But if they will ftill continue to en- 
courage fuch diftinctions and divifions, 
becaufe it tendeth to the {uppofed intereft 
of themfelves, let them prepare to aniwer 
fuch unfaithfulnefs to the great fhepherd 
of the flock, who has faid, that a boufe or 

kingdom 
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kingdom divided againft it felf, cannot fand, 
but is brought to nought. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Baxter acknowledges, 


that the Bafrz/fs are not fo faulty as the 
Peedobaptifts, in their divifions and fepa- 
rations. For in his preface to the cure of 
church divifions, he fays, ‘ Two feparating 
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dividing principles will never give peace 
to the church where they prevail. The 
one is, the confounding mens title to 
vifible church-memberfhip and commu- 
nion, with their title to juftification and 
falvation, The other is, the impofing of 
new terms and titles of vifible member- 
fhip and communion, and rejecting the 
fufficiency of the terms and title of 
Chrift’s appointment. Chrift, /ays be, 
hath folemnly and purpofely made the 
baptifmal covenanting with him to be 
the terms and title to church-member- 
fhip and communion ; and the owning 
of the fame covenant is the fufficient title 
of the adult. And the impofers that 
come after, and require another kind of 
evidence of converfion or fandtification 
than this, do confound the church, and 
enflame the people, and leave no certain 
way of trial, but make as various terms 
and titles, as there are various degrees of 
wifdom, and charity, and various opi- 
nions in the paftors (yea, in all the peo- 
ple, to whom they allow the judgment 
of fuch caufes) in the feveral churches. 

onin 
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* In this point, adds be, the fober Anabap- 
‘ tifts feem to come nearer the truth 
‘ than they.’ 

IT is to be obferved, that the ¢wo mem- 
bers, called meffengers, from every church, 
who with their minifters compofed thefe 
general affemblies, would have been more 
properly ftiled repre/entatives ; becaufe one 
great part of the Bapti/? churches, and par- 
ticularly thofe who are ftiled general Bap- 
tifis, the paftors, for the greater utility of 
their work, do appoint and fet apart fome 
of the moft able, ufeful, and diligent mi- 
nifters amongft them, to vifit the churches 
round about them, to preach the word, 
and exercife a kind of fuperintendency 
where they come. Thefe are ftill conti- 
nued in fome parts of the kingdom, and 
for diftinétion fake, are called meffengers. 
There is annexed to Mr. Grantham’s an- 
{wer to Mr. Danvers of laying on of hands, 
a treatife of the fucceffors of the apofiles ; in 
which he pleads for the Fus Divinum of 
the meffengers office. But the book I have 
not feen. 

Tue French king, and his confidents, Anno 
thofe implacable Tories and Facobites, a- 169° 
bout the year 1696, formed a /ecret {cheme 
and defign againit king William, and his 
dominions of Great-Britain and Ireland, 
for an intended affaffination of his majefty. 
But fome private letters from France fru- 

Vou. Hf, T {trated 
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{trated their defigns. Sir ‘fobn Fenwick *, 
one of the plotters, when he was taken, 
wrote a letter to his lady, to inform her of 
his misfortune ; acquainting her, that he 
looked on himfelf as a dead man, unlefs 
powerful application could be made for 
him, or fome of the jury could be bribed 
to ftarve out the reft. This letter was in- 
tercepted. At his firft examination before 
the lords juftices, he flatly denied every 
thing; but when this letter was fhewed 
him, he was confounded. In his private 
treaty with the duke of Devonfhire, he 
infifted upon an aflurance of life, upon his 
promife of difcovering all he knew. This 
the king refufed, and would have it left 
to himfelf to judge of the integrity and im- 
portance of thefe difcoveries. Fenwick 
refolving therefore to throw himfelf on the 
king’s mercy, fent his majefty a paper, 
in which, after a bare account of the con- 
fultations among the Facobites, he faid in 
general, there was in England a fettled 
number of perfons to manage the affairs of 
king “fames. And being afterwards put 
upon to name thofe perfons, and to de- 
{cend to particulars, he gave in another 
writing, wherein, among other things, 
he pretended that king ‘ames, and thofe 
who were employed by him, had affured 
the “acobites, that the earls of Shrewf- 
* Life of Marléorough, Vol. I. p. 115. 
bury, 
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bury, Bath, and Marlborough, the lord 
Godolphin, and admiral Rufel, were re- 
conciled to him, and were now in his in- 
terefts, and acting for him. That Shreqw/ 
bury came again into the office of fecretary 
of ftate, by the operation and confent of 
king ames, and that he was in treaty 
with that monarch, before he laid down 
the feals; that the lord Marlborough had 
promifed king fames fome fervice, which 
had inclined his majefty to promife his 
pardon ; that the earl of Bath was to be-~ 
tray Plymouth into the hands of the French 
king ; that admiral Rw/fe/ and the lord 
Godolphin had likewife undertaken parti- 
cular fervices ; and that commiflary Craw- 
ford had fent over to France a lift of the 
forces in England. Thefe informations at 
firft ftartled not only the court, but the 
king himfelf, and gained Sir “fobn Fen- 
wick fome time. But as he did not offer 
the leaft appearance of proof, or circum- 
ftance, to corroborate his affertions, not 
even that could amount to a prefumption, 
to fupport his accufation ; this pretended 
difcovery could at moft go no farther than 
to raife the king’s jealoufy of thofe per- 
fons. But with every impartial perfon, 
it could be looked on as no more than a 
mean prevarication without any grounds. 
And his fhifting behaviour afterwards, be- 
fore the houfe of commons, was more than 
a fufficient proof of it, As fuch a 
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wife that hou/e treated it; and to do juftice 
to the loyalty of thefe injured noblemen, 
and entirely to clear them from thefe falfe 
accufations, voted, that the papers which 
have been read, intitled, Sir “fobn Fen- 
wick's informations, accufing feveral peers 
of the realm of difloyalty, were fale and 
feandalous, tending to the fubverfion of the 
government, to raife a jealoufy between 
the king and his fubjects, and to ftifle the 
truth of the controverfy. And thefe pre- 
varications are fuppofed to have been one 
great inducement with many members, to 
concur in the dz/l of attainder, which 
brought him to the fcaffold. 

‘ A rate author, (fays Mr. Lediard,*) 
© fays, Fenwick was put upon this artifice 
to fave his life, or at leaft to gain time, 
by the earl of Monmouth, formerly known 
by the name of lord Mordaunt ; who, 
he adds, was the contriver of it, more 
out of {pleen or revenge, againft certain 
perfons, who he thought were more fa- 
voured than he, than to ferve Fenwick. 

To this end, he drew up certain inftruc- 
tions, which he put into the hands of 
the dutchefs of Norfolk, to be conveyed 
to the prifoner; who finding it accom- 
panied with threats and promifes, ac- 
cording to the ufe he fhould make of 
thofe inftruétions, he thereupon formed 
* Life of Marlborough, Vol. I. pe maz 
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* the accufation I have given an account 
* of above,’ 


THs was the firft attempt of our ene- 
mies again{t our civil and religious liber- 
ties. ‘They endeavoured to render the pa- 
trons thereof fufpected both by the court 
and country: and though they met with 
a difappointment, yet they {till continued 
their attempts, and fo far prevailed in the 
next reign, as to effect it, had not provi- 
dence, I may fay, miraculoufly interpofed 
to fave us. And the fame attempts are 
ftill carrying on by that reftlefs party, as 
fhall be fhewn in the fequel of this hiftory, 
in proper place. 

Hrs majefty was congratulated by the 
nation on his deliverance from this horrid 
intended affaffination plot, by many ad- 
dreffes. And the Baptiffs prefented their 
addrefs to him, by Mr. Fofeph Stennet, on 
the oth of April, being introduced by the 
right honourable the earl of Monmouth, 
then earl of Peterborough: which addrefs 
was at that time much taken notice of, 
and was as followeth, 
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© To the King’s Moft Excellent Maje/ty. 
The humble addrefs of the minifters of 


‘ the Baptift denomination, in and about 
‘ the city of London, in bebalf of them- 
« felves, and their refpective congrega- 
* f10ns. 


May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

‘ Arter having paid the grateful tri- 
bute of our humble thanks at the throne 
of the king of kings, for that fignal 
favour, wherewith his providence has 
bleffed your majefty, thefe your king- 
doms, and the whole protefant intereft 
abroad, in the feafonable difcovery and 
defeat of the late barbarous confpiracy 
of the blood-thirfty enemies of your ma- 
jefty’s government and life ; a life high- 
ly endeared to us, by the many fuccef- 
five dangers to which your majefty has 
fo generoufly expofed it, in the defence 
of all that’s valuable to us ; and by thofe 


‘remarkable inftances of the divine pro- 


tection, by which it has been as often 
guarded: We your majefty’s moft loyal 
and obedient f{ubjects, with all becom- 


‘ ing re{pect, beg leave to congratulate 


your majefty on this fo eminent and 
happy deliverance, 

* AnD we gladly embrace this occafion 
toaflure your maiefty, that as we have 


‘ enjoyed 
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enjoyed a fhare of the benign influences 
of your government, whereby both our 
civil and religious liberties have been fo 
happily protected and vindicated ; fo we 
fhall make it our glory (as we account it 
our duty) to render your majefty the 
utmoft fervice we are capable of, in that 
{phere, wherein the law allows us to 
move. And as a further teftimony of 
our fidelity and affection to your ma- 
jefty’s perfon and government, we chear- 
fully follow the pattern of the honoura- 
ble the how/e of commons, in fubfcribing 
the affociation, {ubjoined to this our 
humble addrefs. Nor fhall we ceafe to 
offer our fervent fupplications to heaven, 
that the fpirit of wifdom may continue 
to direct all your majefty’s councils; that 
the Lord of hofts may {till fucceed your 
arms ; that troops of affociate angels 
may always guard your royal perfon ; 
that your majefty may have a long and 
profperous reign on earth; and at length 
wear a crown of immortal glory in the 
kingdom of heaven, So pray, 


Great Sir, 
Your majefty’'s moft loyal, 
and moft dutiful fubjects 
and fervants, 


T 4 I SHALL 
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I suaxr in this place take notice of 
the controverfy between Mr, Matthew 
Caffin, and Mr. Fofeph Wright, which 
brought fome trouble to the baptized 
churches. 

Mr. Wright brought a charge again{t 
Mr. Cafin, and, in a general affembly, in- 
fitted upon his being excluded, both from 
the affembly, and from all communion 
with the Baptif? churches; and in proof 
of his charge, alledged feveral things he 
had heard from him in private converfa- 
tion ; and that in particular, he had ftart- 
ed fuch objections to certain material parts 
of the Athanafian Creed, as amounted to 
a dire&t denial, both of the divinity and 
humanity of Chrift. Mr. Cafin’s an- 
fwers to thefe charges were to this effect. 
He readily acknowledged, that there were 
fome propofitions in that creed, which 
were above his underftanding, after the 
moft diligent and impartial examination ; 
and therefore he never had, nor could as 
yet receive it as the ftandard of his faith. 
He infifted upon it, that the holy ferip- 
tures contained all that could be neceflary 
for a chriftian to believe and profefs; that 
if he were from hence catechifed ever fo 
feverely, he fhould not declinea free and 
open declaration of his fentiments; alledg- 
ing his belief in Chrift, as the Worpb, in 
the beginning of the creation with God ; 
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and that he was in the higheft imaginable 
fenfe, Gon, confiftently with that moft 
eftablifhed truth, that there can be but ove 
abfolutely fupreme God. He thought Chr..t 
was the God over all, intended by St. 
Paul, which he could underftand con- 
formably to our Lord’s own declarations 
concerning himfelf. That as to his FLesu, 
he believed, Chrift was the feed of the 
woman, the fon and offspring of David, 
conceived indeed mzraculoufly, but born 
of Mary in the fame natural way as other 
children. That it had been his ftudy and 
delight to exalt and honour his Savicur, 
both as God and Man, to the higheft de- 
gree of thought. That he had never di- 
fturbed the minds of any chriftians about 
unrevealed {ublimities, but was willing 
every one fhould have the fame liberty 
of judgment which he claimed to him- 
felf. That he was far enough from per- 
fection in knowledge; but, as his friends 
well knew, was always open to convic- 
tion, and thankful for every addition of 
further light. 

Tus defence gavea general fatisfaction 
to the afembly, which then was nume- 
rous; and Mr. Wright was much difcoun- 
tenanced, for his unbecoming reflections, 
and want of charity. 

SoMETIME after, at a general affem- 
bly held at Ailfbury, in the county of 
Bucks, Mr. Wright obtained another to 

join 
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join with him, and there exhibited his 
charge againft Mr. Cafin; but met with 
a difappointment: for that reverend body 
refolved to maintain amity and friendthip 
with Mr. Caffin, though he might vary a 
little in fome abftrufe wnrevealed {pecula- 
tions. 

Tuoucu thefe difappointments caufed 
Mr. Wright to leave the affemblies, and 
proteft againft them all, yet the feeds of 
contention he had fown, fprang up and 
brought forth fuch bad fruit, as had like 
to have been of ill confequence. For the 
churches in Buckingham and Northampton- 
feire exhibited the like charge to the a/- 
fembly againft Mr. Cafin, and moved 
that he might be brought to judgment. 
He laboured with great meeknefs and con- 
defcenfion to explain himfelf, and recover 
their good opinion, but with little fuccefs, 
So that after their repeated complaints, the 
affembly agreed, that the next year his cafe 
fhould be fully examined; which was to 
be at Whit/ontide in the year 1700. 

THE general affembly at that time met, 
and Mr. Cafin being prefent, to prevent 
confufion, and tedious debates, they ap- 
pointed a committee of ezght perfons, four 
of whom were on the complainants fide, 
to confer with Mr. Cafin, and to draw 
up fome expedient to be affented to and 
figned, which might bea fufficient ground 
of union, This was done, feveril times 
2 read 
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read, and figned by thofe prefent, and 
was as followeth. ‘The which I have ta- 
ken from the account which the complain- 
ants themfelves publifhed, v7z. 
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‘ AccorprnG to the truft repofed in 
us, we offered to the affembly, that it be 
agreed to, That Chrift, as he was the 
Word, is from the beginning: but in 
time that Word took not on him the 
nature of angels, but he took on him 
the feed of Abraham; and as fuch is 
Emanuel, God with us, or God manifeft 
in the flefo: and as he is the Word, is 
one with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoft. And as he was God manifeft in 
the flefb, fo he is the Jefus, that tafted 
death for every man. And further ; 
whereas there have been, and yet are, 
debates about the MOST HIGH GOD, 
we conceive, he is one infinite, un- 
changeable, and eternal fpirit, incom- 
prehenfible Godhead, and doth fubfift 
in the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoft,’ 
William Cooch, 
Benjamin Miller, 
Thomas Kirby, 
David Brown, 
William Vincent; 
‘fobn Haffum, 
‘fobu Amory, 
Nathanael Gale. 
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In the Afembly’s Journal, this claufe, 
which the publifhers omitted, is inferted, 
viz. * That the defence brother Matthew 
‘ Caffin has made, together with his ac- 
‘ knowledgments, are to the fatisfaction 
‘ of the afembly. 

AT the next meeting of this general 
affembly, was prefented a long letter from 
the churches in the county of Northamp- 
ton, complaining that Mr. Cafin was not 
tried to their fatisfaGtion. And after de- 
bating deliberately thereupon, it was put 
to the vote, and carried by a great ma- 
jority, that the declaration Mr. Cafin had 
made, and his figning the aforefaid ex- 
pedient, was fufficient and {fatisfactory. 

Mr. Caffin’s age did not permit him 
any longer to endure the fatigues of tra- 
velling to attend thefe annual affemblies, yet 
notwithftanding, the diffatistied wrought 
up their uneafineffes to fuch a pitch, as 
to forfake the affemblies of their brethren, 
and met together by themfelves. This 
continued fome years ; but at length, after 
fome eflays for a friendly union, it was 
accomplifhed ; and they united upon the 
fure foundation of forbearance and cha- 
rity, and adhering to the {criptures only, 
as the compleat and only rule of faith and 
practice, 

Awp here I cannot but obferve, that 
through the whole courfe of the com- 
plaints exhibited on account of Mr. Caf- 
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Jir’s principles, no one ever objected any 
thing againft his chriftian practice; his 
life, from the beginning to the end, was 
one continued feries of piety, unfpotted, 
and undiffembled ; equalled but by few, 
and exceeded by none. 

Ir is true, this general affembly was by 
the diffatisfied, when they withdrew from 
them, called Cafinite; and leaft time fhould 
wear out the knowledge thereof, the re- 
verend Mr. Lewis of Margate, has been 
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pleafed, in his late hiftory, to revive it, Page tro. 


but in a very ill-natur’d, if not a falfe 
light : for I know of no part of the Ana- 
baptifis, as he calls them, that are diftin- 
guifhed by that name for particular opi- 
nions, in Kent, or elfewhere. ‘This lies 
upon him to make good, as well as his 
other account he has at random given us, 
without any proof, vzz. that fome of the 
defcendants of the Moravian Anabaptifts 
are now in the new plantation of Georgza ; 
or he muft be reckoned by his readers an 
unfair hiftorian. I never find thefe nick- 
names fixed upon religious perfons to 
come from the beft of men; but there 
are now fome in his own church who are 
called Methodi/ts, whom I fhall leave to 
Mr. Lewis’s ferious confideration, and pro- 
ceed, 

Tuts is all I have met with on the 
Doétrine of the Trinity, wherein the Exg- 
life Baptifts have publickly manifefted their 
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zealous orthodoxy and rigour in, except a 
very late inftance, which is hardly worth 
mentioning, becaufe it was tranfacted but 
by a few, and does not affect the body 
in general. I mean the cafe of Dr. Rhudd, 
who was excluded from the company of 
a {mall fociety of Bapti/? minifters who 
meet together weekly at Blackwell’s Coffee- 
houfe in Queen-ftreet, London. Thefe gen- 
tlemen, to thew their orthodoxy, inftead 
of ufing an argumentative method to re- 
claim their brother, fuppofed by them to 
be fallen from the faith, at once exclude 
him their fociety ; and though the Doctor 
has publifhed feveral letters by way of 
complaint ; and alfo wrote in vindication 
of the principles for which he was ex- 
cluded; nothing refpecting his moral cha- 
racter having been laid to his charge; yet 
no anfwer has been made by the excluding 
gentlemen thereunto: fo that the Doctor, 
in the judgment of impartial men, mutft 
be looked upon as one who was not treat- 
ed like a brother, a fcholar, nora gentle- 
man. But asthe world are ready to charge 
the body with the actions of fome few 
amongft them, I fhall obferve, that thefe 
gentlemen, who have been made publick 
on the account of their conduct, refpedt- 
ing fome differences among themfelves, 
have not the fanction of their churches 
by meffengers to join with them, as hath 
been, and is {till the practice of the Bapri/t 
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churches in general, refpecting their afem- 
blies and affociations; therefore, if thro’ 
weaknefs their: conduct be not juftifiable, 
it does not affect the body. And I muft 
beg leave to rectify a miftake that Dr. 
Rhudd {eems to me to be under, when, 
reflecting on the treatment he met with 
from this fociety for their precipitant ex- 
clufion of him; which he fays, * ‘ Heis 
* inclined to think arofe at firft from the 
ardor of real zeal, though mot according to 
knowledge ; and that they have fince 
found it neceflary to ply the fignals of 
refentment to fecure their authority with 
‘ the body of the people.’ So far is this 
fociety from having any authority with 
the body, that they have not fo much as 
their fanction. It is true, this /oczety has 
been of long ftanding, and not without 
much ufefulnefs ; and there are ftill fome 
worthy men amongft them. But as is 
common to almoft all /océeties, intended 
at firft fora publick good, fo time cloaths 
them with fuch innovations, that it fre- 
quently happens they afterwards bear lit- 
tle or no refemblace to their original. 
There have been men of the greateft learn- 
ing, who many years prefided in this /o- 
ciety, and behaved themfelves with fuch 
moderation, that both the clergy of the 
eftablifhed church, and minifters of the 
other diffenting congregations, have paid 
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a reverence to, and fhewed a refpect for 
them, by applying to them in fuch cafes 
where the Baptz/ts have been concerned. 
It is but of late years they have been ren- 
dered contemptible with the name of the 
Baptift Board, which they obtained under 
their prefent head. And I think it wor- 
thy of confideration, whether it were not 
better to have no fuch /aczety, or at leaft, 
that they were under fome better regu- 
lation, that the publick may no more be 
troubled with their petty differences. 

Ir any fhall think fit to reflect on the 
Baptifts in general, for the unbecoming 
heat which fome of that denomination 
have fhewed againft their brethren Mr. 
Caffin and Dr. Rbudd; let them remem- 
ber what I have often hinted, that the 
diforders of a few cannot juftly be charged 
upon the whole body. Were I fo en- 
clined, I could eafily retort the reproach 
upon the Pedo-bapti/ts in a plentiful man- 
ner, without going back for inftances be- 
yond our own memory, witnefs the treat- 
ment of Dr. Clarke and Mr. Whiffon a- 
mong the clergy of the church of Eng- 
land, merely for differing from them in 
this fame doétrine of the Trinity. The 
publick proceedings againft both, and the 
{candalous treatment of the latter, by Dr. 
Sacheverel and Dr. Humphrys, to the ex- 
cluding of him from fo much as ftanding 
in his own parifh church, drew from 
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him a letter, which he fent to Dr. Hum- 
pbrys; but the Doctor refufed to receive it. 

Turis letter is fo excellent, I cannot pafs 
it by ; though fome may think it has no 
right to this place in my hiftory. It breathes 
fuch a fpirit of true purity, and chriftian 
humility, that it cannot be improper any 
where. And I am very much miftaken 
if Mr. Whiffon does not agree with us , 
that bapti/m is to be performed by im- 
merfion ; and that a perfonal profeffion of 
faith ought to precede it. 


Crofs-ftreet, Hatton-garden, St. Pauls» 
day, 1718-19. 


ney Ee 


‘ T ATTENDED as well as I could, in 
the place where I was obliged to ftand 
this morning at church, to what you 
faid in the pulpit, with relation to me, 
my doctrine and conduct. You will 
eafily imagine I could not affent to all 
you intimated about my doétrine; efpe- 
cially. while you, as well as Dr. Sacheve~ 
rel, and abundance more, {till fuppofe, 
that Iam one who really deny the dvi- 
nity of our blefied Saviour ; which fup- 
pofition is fo intirely ungrounded, that 
I can hardly imagine you have ever read 
what I have written upon that fubject. 
Iam fo far from the Edzonite or Socz- 
nian doétine, that in my own private 
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opinion, I am no way fatisfied fo much 
as to baptize any that openly profefs it. 
I fully believe all that divinity of the 
Son of God which is confiftent with the 
fupremacy of the one God the Father ; 
with Chrift’s own words, that the Fa- 
ther is greater than be; and with all 
the ancient creeds and records of our 
religion. {I therefore infift upon it, that 
you do me open juftice in this point ; 
and never make the congregation believe 
that I, in the leaft, favour any that 
really deny our Lord’s divinity, much 
lefs any that fuppofe him a meer man. 
I alfo infift upon it, that when you call 
me an rian, you explain yourfelf fo 
that all may know that you mean 
thereby an Eu/ebian, or fuch as had 
the odious name of Arian unjuftly given 
them by the Athanafians; for in no 
other fenfe was I ever an rian, as you 
muft know, if you have read my writ- 
ings. . As to that degree of moderation 
you expreffed in your /ermon, with re- 
lation to me in my prefent ftate, I thank 
you for it. And as to your prudential 
and friendly advice, that it would be 
properer for me, under my prefent per- 
fuafion, to abfent my felf from St. 4z- 
drew's church, when the Athanafian 
creed is appointed to be read, than to 
give a fort of offence to the congrega- 
tion by fitting down at the time it is 

* ufed, 
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ufed, I do not know but you may be 


in the right. Nor fhall I fcruple to 
aflure you, that unlefs I happen to for- 
get any of thofe days when it is ap- 
pointed, I intend herein’ to take your 
advice; and fince it is impoffible for me 
to give my a/fent to it, to declare my 
diffent by ftaying away till that creed 
is over. What happened on Friday was, 
I fuppofe, the effect of a fudden paffion 
in Dr. Sacheverel ; fo I fay nothing more 
of it here. Only I thall obferve to you, 
that if Dr. Sacheverel, your felf, or any 
other of my brethren of the clergy, are 
diffatisfied with any of my notions or 
conduct, private converfation with me, 
or debates among friends would be more 
agreeable to fchclarfhip, to chriftianity, 
to common humanity, than to ufe only 
the pulpit againft me; where you know 
I have no opportunity to anfwer. Iam 
fure I mean nothing but the difcovery, 
practice, and reftoration of the pure and 
primitive religion of our bleffed Saviour ; 
if you mean the fame, fuch fair debates 
are more proper than any invectives from 


the pulpit ; nay, than any other violent 
methods whatfoever. 


I am, Sir, 
Your very loving brother, 


William Whifton, 
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I musT not omit to mention, though 
it be not on the account of the fame prin- 
ciples, as a witnefs of the quarrels the 
church of England has had within itfelf, 
viz. The behaviour of the convocation to- 
wards that great ornament of the church 
of England, the prefent Bifhop of Win- 
chefter, for his noble ftand in the behalf 
of chriftian liberty ; whofe vindication a- 
gainft the charge of the convocation is 
above all the praifes I can pretend to give 
iff 

Ir is true, his majefty thought meet 
to interpofe his authority, and difmifled 
the convocation ; and if I miftake not, that 
reverend body have never fince, as fuch, 
been permitted again to fit; notwithftand- 
ing, an entire peace, harmony and concord 
has attended the church ever fince. In- 
deed it procured his Lordfhip much trou- 
ble to reply to many pamphlets (fome of 
them very fcandalous-and defaming) writ- 
ten againft him: but his Lordfhtp’s mo- 
deration and zeal for the prote/fant reli- 
gion will thereby ftand upon record, as a 
worthy pattern, to be imitated by all who 
profefs themfelves to be the fubjeéts of 
Chrift’s kingdom ; which, as he has moft 
learnedly defended, and proved, is not of 
this world. | 

Nov only the clergy of the church 
of England, but the diffenters alfo have 
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had quarrels among themfelves about points 
of doctrine; witnefs the famous affembly 
at Salters-Hall in the year 1719, occa- 
fioned by the furious meafures taken by 
fome minifters in the we/f country, again{t 
their reverend and learned brethren Mr. 
Peirce, Mt. Withers, and Mr. Hallet ; the 
firft efpecially ; after all his ufeful labours, 
particularly in the defence of monconfor- 
mity, merely for his being fufpected to 
differ from them in the doétrine of the 
Trinity, even before he had publickly dif- 
covered his fentiments, and while he ftu- 
dioufly endeavoured to conceal them. 

In this affembly, when fome Baptift 
minifters pleaded againft fubfcription to 
human forms, they were reproached with 
the names of /aymen, and Anabaptift teach- 
ers; and told, that they had no bufinefs 
there. Mr. Bradbury, with a very in- 
decent haughtinefs, did in particular demand, 
whether that a/fembly was to be directed 
by the /aity? Another, with the fame 
ungoverned paffion, did afk, whether they 
came thither to be contradicted by Ana- 
baptift teachers ?. and that perfon was fe- 
conded by an equal ebullition of wrath 
and indecency again{ft the fame denomi- 
nation: But they were retorted upon with 
a juft refentment, by one who was affected 
by that invidious diftinétion; who told 
them, the perfons they aimed at were not 


Anabaptift teachers, but Baptift minifters : 
| U 
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of which name they were not afhamed ; 
the former appellation denoting re-bapti/m, 
which they difowned. 

As a further teftimony of the Pedo- 
baptifis quarrels among themfelves about 
doétrinal points; witnefs the ejection of 
that unblemifhed chriftian, and learned 
minifter Mr. Martin Tomkins, from his 
congregation of Stoke Newington: And 
within thefe few years, the cafe of ano- 
ther gentleman of great integrity and good 
compafs of learning, by a congregation at 
Hackney. A\l thefe gentlemen afore-men- 
tioned, thus proceeded againft, were not 
only noted for their ufefulnefs, but were 
alfo men of unfpotted characters for their 
piety and virtue. 

I sHaxt here obferve, that the gentle- 
men who claim the right of orthodoxy, 
are generally the moft furions, and the 
firft aggreffors. Thus Mr. Bayle, in his 
Critical Hiftortcal Diétionary, on the ar- 
ticle of Arius, fays, ‘ It cannot be denied 
that the orthodox were the aggreffors ; 
for we have feen that Conffantine ba- 
nifhed the ring-leaders of Arianifm, and 
threatned thofe with death who fhould 
not burn all the writings of that arch- 
heretick ; but it is certain, that Con/fan- 
tine, his fon, and Valens, who raifed 
Ariani/m to the throne, treated the or- 
thodox with more rigour than Con/fantine 
had done the drians, Upon all other 
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occafions, fays he, the latter feem to 
have been of a more tolerating {pirit 
than the former-; and it is a thefis which 
the philofophical commentator has un- 
dertaken to prove in the /upplement to 
his work. Among other reafons he al- 
ledges this; that at the time when Re- 
caredus extirpated Arianifm in Spain, 
the Catholick bifhops were much more 
numerous than the Aram; though the 
Arian had been the predominant reli- 
gion for near two hundred years before ; 
a {trong prefumption that the Catholicks 
were but little molefted” Iam not here 
pleading the caufe of Arianif/m ; but thew- 
ing only how the Pedo-bapti/? gentlemen 
clafh one with another on the point of 
orthodoxy. And if this digreffion be deemed 
by fome not pertinent to my hiftory, I 
hope I may be excufed, inafmuch as 
the faine is intended againft a per/ecuting 
fpirit. The people in whofe caufe I am 
engaged, have not only been unjuftly ren- 
dered the moft contemptible, but alfo the 
moft heretical people in the world, and 
have been greatly perfecuted thereupon. 

I cannor but obferve here, the pru- 
dent conduét of the minifters of the Eng- 
lifh Ba ptifts, who, in all their publick ad- 
miniftrations, either in general affemblies, 
or particular affociations, have always re- 
quired two or more judicious gentlemen of 
the /aity, from each church, chofen by 
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the congregation, to aflemble with them, 
to aid and affift in all their debates and 
determinations : And when ever fuch a/- 


fembles or affoctations have been, or ftill 


are held, they never claim to themfelves 
an authoritative right to command or im- 
pofe any of their determinations to be re- 
ceived; but only advi/e thofe things, which 
upon mature deliberation and debate, do 
appear to them to have a tendency to the 
good of the whole; a practice certainly be- 
coming chriftians, and a fure ligament to 
unite them in love and -good harmony. 
And I muft fay, in my judgment, the 
beft means to render their miniffers, who 
may be good dvines, good politicians alfo. 
And: fuch a fenfe -had the clergy of Eng- 
land, of the reafonablenefs of fuch a pra- 
ctice, that at the very beginning of the 
reformation here in England, they-humbly 
befought his majefty to appoint thirty two 
perfons, half clergy and half -/uity,.to ex- 
amine the canons and - con/fituttons. in .be- 
ing, and-to abrogate and: confirm. them 
as they fhould-think good. ‘This petition 
was changed into an act of parhamient by 
the 25" of Hen: VUE. cap. 113. 

Anp that this alfo was the-practice of 
the primitive church; that flourifhed with- 
in the firft three hundred years after-Chrift, 
is proved by the learned and judicious Sir 
Peter King, late lord-chancellor of England, 
in his Enquiry into the conftitution, . dif 

cipline, 
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cipline, unity and worfbip of the faid church, 

The members that compofed the provin- 

cial fynods, that met at.leaft once, and 
fometimes ¢wice or thrice a year, < Were,. Earatao 
« fayshe, bithops, prefbyters, deacons, and 143. 
* deputed /aymen, in behalf of the people 

“ of their refpective churches,’ 


I wovutp not be thought, from what 
I have related, to be an enemy to the 
miniftry ; no, I reverence them much, 
and can hardly account him a chriftian who 
does not render to the elders that rule well, 
double honour : But when minifters do con- 
temptuoufly treat the laity, and lord it 
over them, it is an argument with me 
that pride has feized them ; tho’ it may 
not. be arrived to that pitch which the 
good Mr. ‘fob Fox has given an inftance, 
of, in the cafe of one Fobn Brown, burnt 
at Afbford in Kent, in the year 1511.; 
‘ The firft occafion of the trouble of this Martyrs, 
*. Fobn Brown, fays Mr. Fox, was by a cer- 7%. U. 
‘tain prieff,. who pafling down to Gravef-* °49 
‘ end in the common barge, and difdain- 
‘ ing that he fo faucily fhould fit fo near 
* unto him in the barge, began to fwell in 
‘ ftomach againft him, At length, burft- 


‘ and fitteft on my clothes. No, Sir, faid 
' the other, I know not what you are. Heel 
; * thee, 


€ 
¢ 
© who.1 am? thou -fitteft too near me, 
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¢ thee, quoth he, Tama prieft. W bat, Sir, 


‘ are you a parfon, or vicar, or fome lady's 
‘ chaplain? No, quoth he again, Iam a 
© foul prieft, V fing for a foul. Do you fo Sir, 
‘ faid the other, that is well done. Ipray you, 
© Sir, faid be, where find you the foul 
© when you go to mafs? I cannot tell thee, 
« faid the prieft. J pray you, where do you 
* leave it, Sir, when the mafs is done? I 
‘ cannot tell thee, faid the prieft. Nezther 
* can you tell where to find it when you go 
* tomafs, nor where you leave 1t when the 
* mafsis done; bow can you then fave the foul, 
‘ faid be? Go thy ways, faid the prieft, 
‘ I perceive thou art an Heretick, and [ 
* will be even with thee. So at the land- 
‘ing, the frie taking with him Walter 
‘ More and Wilkam More, two gentlemen 
‘ and brethren, rode ftraight-way to the 
‘ arch-bifhop, who at that time was Wi/- 
‘ kam Warbam. Whereupon the faid 
‘ Fobn Brown, within three days after, 
“ was fent for by the arch-bifhop. His 
‘ bringers up were Chilten of Wye, baily- 
arrant ; and one Beare of Wil/eborough, 
with two of the bifhop’s fervants, who 
with certain others, being appointed for 
the fame, came fuddenly into his honfe 
upon him, the fame day when his wife 
‘was churched, as he was bringing a 
mefs of pottage to the board, ferving his 
guefts; and {9. laying handsupon him, 
* they fet him upon his own horfe, and 
* binding his feet under the horfe’s belly, 

* carried 
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carried him away to Canterbury ; neither 
he nor his wife, nor any of his friends, 
knowing whither he went, nor whither 
he fhould; and there continuing the 
{pace of forty days, from Low Sunday, 
till the Friday before Whitfunday, Thro’ 
the cruel handling of the faid archbi- 
fhops, and the bithop of Rochefter , Dr. 
Fifber, he was {fo piteoufly entreated, 
that his dare feet were fet upon the hot 
burning coals, to make him deny his 
faith ; which notwithftanding he would 
not do, but patiently abiding the pain, 
continued in thé Lord’s quarrel unre- 
moveable. At length, after all this cru- 
elty faftained, his wife yet not knowing 
where hé was become, on Friday be- 
fore Whit/unday he was fent to Af/hford, 
where he dwelt, the next day there 
to be burned, 

‘ In the mean time, as he was brought 
to the town over night, there to be fet 
in the ftocks, it happened as God would, 
that a young maid of his houfe, coming 
by, and feeing her mafter, ran home and 
told her miftrefs; Then fhe coming 
to him, and finding him in the ftocks, 
appointed to be burned next morning, 
fat by him all the night long; to whom 
he then declared the whole ftory, or ra- 
ther tragedy, haw he was handled, and 
how his feet were durned to the bones, 
by the two bithops aforefaid, that si 
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could not fet them upon the ground; he 
thanked God therefore, and all to make 
me, faid he, to deny my Lord, which 
I will never do; for if I fhould deny 
him, faid he, in this world, he would 
deny-me hereafter. And therefore I 
pray thee, faid he, good Elizabeth, con- 
tinue as thou haft begun, and bring up 
thy children virtuoufly in the fear of 
God. And fo the nextday, which was 
on Whitfon even, this good martyr was 
burned,’ 


rw Rr A nr “a n n a a n a A“ 


A sap inftance indeed of prieft-pride ! 
notwithftanding the good man, in all his 
converfation, behaved himfelf with great 
humility, not ufing the chriftian freedom 
of calling him érother, but giving him the 
title of Sir; this. would not do; but he 
prefumed to touch the fkirts of his gar- 
ment, and nothing lefs than his blood, in 


fuch a cruel manner, could atone for this 


fo heinous an offence. 

Ir is certainly the greate/f honour that 
can be conferred upon man, to be ordain- 
ed to ferve at God’s altar, and made a 
watchman over the fouls of men. And 
when fuch are infpired with Jove to fouls, 
fo as to lay out their whole life and ftrength 
for their good, to’bring them unto God, 


it is the greateft of bleflings that can be 


beftowed upon the children of men. But 
Saian, the grand.enemy of mankind, will 
counter- 
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counter-work them. For when our chief 
Shepherd appeared in our mortal ftate, he 
attempted to corrupt his minifiry, and 
finding he could not fucceed, made his 
effay on the inferior paftors, and ftirred up 
his party to perfecute them to death; 
that he might fhake their conftancy, and 
“aake them. forfake their mafter, as they 
aed at his fuffering. But they rejoiced to 
be counted worthy to fuffer for him. Be- 
ing defeated here, he fteals into the church, 
counterfeits the deing of a chriftian, gets 
fome of the moft /ubtle, felfi/b, and am- 
bitious of his party, to be advanced as 
guides and paffors of others; and in the 
church are fome {uch even to this day. 
From fuch paffors as thefe, {prings all 
the bitter envying and ftrife which the 
apoftle ‘ames fays, is earthly, fenfual, and 
devilifh.. ‘Thefe confider not the great 
and folemn charge and office of the mnz- 
frers of the gofpel, but are meer worldlings 
and birelings, living unworthy of the fa- 
cred dignity of their office. I fhall there- 
fore fet before them, though I defpair of 
their reformation, what I have collected 
from a treatife, intitled, Parochial Paftu- 
rage; being a f{cheme of the miniferial 
practice, written by a pious prefbyter of 
the church of England, and recommend- 
ed to the reverend the clergy of the fame, 
and is worthy the imitation of all who take 


upon them -that /acred office. Though he 
believes 
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believes the Engli/b Clergy to be a body of 
churchmen, excelled by none in the chri- 
ftian world, either for learning or piety; 
yet he tells them, they are fenfible there 
are many who cavil and complain againft 
them. ‘ Thofe who feparate themfelves, 
‘ fays be, accufe us. Some, that we are 
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idle and carelefs, too much conformed 
to the vain pleafures and interefts of the 


world, which gives us time to attend 


only to the common duties of our fun- 
tion: fuch as reading prayers, baptizing, 
burying, €&c. which, fay they, any 
child can perform, whilft we neglect 
the chief work, the converfion of our 
peoples fouls. Others, that our only 
good method towards the performing 


‘that work, which -is preaching, is of 


little ufe, being cold, lifelefs difcourfes, 
made up for the moft part of morality, 


and for the leaft, of divinity. Others, 


again, that though-our preaching be ne- 
ver fo good, “tis generally ineffetual ; 


‘becaufe we don’t privately, and particu- 
‘larly infpect into the ftate of our peo- 


ples fouls, and their improvement, or 
negleét of the word preached. More- 
over, ome complain that we negleét 
daily family devotions, both in our own 
practice, and in our enforcement of them 
on our people. More there are who ob- 
ject, that our church-members generally 
neglect to read. the holy {criptures, and 

* are 
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are very ignorant in them, whicht 
impute to our neglect of the ufe of them 
in our families, The Quakers condemn 
us as meer birelings, and fay, that the 
little we dois for the lucre of the fleece, 
rather than good of the flock. nd 
though, /zys be, I know fome of thefe 
accufations to be falfe, all may not be fo: 
and therefore I refolved to lay downa 
{cheme for doing our duty, which kept 
upto, might entirely ftop their mouths.’ 
And there feems to him to be only one 
way left, to win the diffenters, viz. by 
excelling them more. and more in piety 
and virtue, particularly in the /abours of 
their snifferial function. 

‘Tis reverend gentleman, who has 
thought fit to conceal his name, confider- 
ing the greatnefs and excellency of the 
minifterial office, concluded, his care of 
executing it well, ought to be fomewhat 
fuitable thereto, and confequently looked 
upon himéfelf as ob/iged to make that care, 
the chief, the moft conftant, the moft 
laborious of his life. The confideration of 
the immortality of mens fouls, and of the 
infinitely valuable rewards God has pro- 
pofed to all obedient chriftians, both mi- 
nifters and people, became a great motive 
of engaging him wholly to give up him- 
felf to the great work of the miniftry. 
‘ This, /ays he, has affected me fo, that I 
© am réfolyed all my life-long to act 

‘ chiefly 
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chiefly on the principle of eternity. ft 
cannot but highly affect me to think, 
that if I ferve God fa:thfully, throughi 
the mediator Jefus, I fhall be eternally 
happy ; nay, if I turn, or carefully ftrive 
to turn many to righteoufnefs, I fhall 
be eminently glorious among the orders 
of that eternal exiftence,’ Dan. xil. 3. 
Havine thus refolved to make the 
care of fouls the grand bufinefs of his life, 
preferring it toall other aims and fatisfac- 
tions; ‘ Hence, /zys he, it is I lay no 
{chemes of raifing my worldly fortune, 
of living at eafe in wealth and greatnefs ; 
I leave all thefe things to God’s difpo- 
fal, without concerning my felf about 
them. But my chief thoughts, my de- 
figns, my contrivances, are, how for 
the prefent time, and for the future, to 
fecure my own foul, and the fouls of as 
many as I can, in the love and interefts 
of God and Heaven.’ 

H £ enumerates all the ways he had 
thought on to bring a parith to general 
piety ; and practifed as many of them, as 
his mean ftation, little authority, and 
poor ability, would permit him. I fhall 
mention but fome of them, though the 
whole is worthy the perufal of all who 
are employed in the /acred function. 

1. He refolved, by the grace of God, 
to do all things principally for his fake, 
and tohisglory. ‘ Iam, /ays he, by my 
‘ office, 
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* office, fet apart from the world to his 
‘ fervice. I now in a fenfe belong no 
* more to the world, and am not anly to 
* terminate in it, but to have little concern 
* with it, more than what relates to God 
‘ and his church.’ 

2. He refolved, by the grace of God, 
to do his endeavour to bring every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Chrift, 
according to the rule of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 
x. 5. ‘ For, /fays be, though the carnal 
‘ paffions and appetites in men, do very 
* much {way the thoughts, yet the fame 
* thinking faculty, regulated by piety, can 
‘ make the inclinations holy and {piri- 
* tual’ 

3. He refolved, that his words, which 
are the outward indications of thought, 
fhould be as becometh a minifter of Chrift; 
be grave, fober, and generally tending 
to the improvement of virtue and piety.’ 
4. HE refolved, to practife firft himfelf, 
what he perfuaded others to. ‘ Hence, 
‘ fays be, ’tis I ftrive, that all my actions 
‘ be holy and juft, as conformable to the 
© doétrine and example of Chrift, as bu- 
« man weaknefs will permit them, that 
‘ fo the people may fee, what I urge them 
‘ to, is practicable even by me. I am 
‘ fenfible all my other endeavours are like 
‘ to be vain, if my own practice 1s not 


© added.’ 
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5. Upon private perfonal duties, ‘The 
chief, fays he, of thefe, isto get a habit 
of prayer. It is impoffible he fhould be 
a good chriftian, much lefs a pious mi- 
nifter, whocannot pray. I fpeak now 
of private devotion; and of that, asan 
habitual frame of fpirit, willing and rea- 
dy, as-far as human frailty will fuffer, 
at all times to lift up it felf in holy 
thought to God, either of petition or 
‘ praife.’ 

6. He propofed to live very abftemi- 
oufly; to feed upon the moft plain and 
femple food, and of that in moderate quan- 
tities, never to allow himfelf above /x 
hours fleep. ‘ For, /ays be, every prieft 
is a fpiritual watchman, and cannot be 
fo, unlefs he is very careful and vigilant. 
—Nothing is a greater enemy to watch- 
fulnefs than intemperate drinking. —— 
Intemperance unfits us for fpiritual du- 
ties, and any communion with God. 
Hence I refolve to be very cautious in 
the ufe of meats and drinks, that I may 
* preferve my reafon clear and un{potted,’ 

7. Time being the medium of all op- 
portunity and action, ‘I intend, /ays be, 
* to make the beft and moft pious ufe I 
‘ can of it. Having renounced the world, 
“ I thall {pend very few hours in its diver- 
‘ fions. I am naturally given to folitude, 
* and thoroughly weaned from the charms 
* of all converfation, but that, whofe fub- 
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* jects are virtue, religion, the love and 
* fervice of God, and good of mens im- 
“ mortal fouls; fo that if I keep up xo this 
‘-refolution, moft of my time wiil be 
* {pent either in ftudy, publick and pri- 
* vate prayer, converfation with my pious 
‘ brethren of the clergy, or with my pa- 
© rifhioners, about their fpiritual progrefs 
‘ and welfare. Tis a fad miftake, /ays 
‘ be, which fome xovices lie under; that 
‘ a clergyman being a gentleman, has the 
‘ privilege of indulging his appetites as 
‘ much as any other perfon; of tafting 
‘ the pleafures, and following the diver- 
‘ fions of this life as freely. Hence it is 
« that fome wzwary perfons of our profef- 
‘« fion are drawn in by vicious and carnal 
‘ company to give themfelves up to fool- 
‘ ith vanities, to frequent publick-houfes, 
« with little or no referve, and live like 
‘ worldly gentlemen indeed, in fenfual plea- 
« fures, being all this while dead to {piri- 
« tuality, and the thingsof God. Again, 
‘ fays be, others make it neceffary, that a 
‘ clergyman, to maintain the character of 
‘ a gentleman, do carry it haughtily, and 
* fupercilioufly among the common peo- 
‘ ple; and fome, led by this falfe doctrine, 
‘ have fo carried themfelves, as to render 
‘ their perfons, and which was much 
« worfe, their function hated and defpi- 
‘ fed. I am of very different fentiments, 
‘ fays be, and think a divine ought to be 

Kee Sane 


308 


The History of the 


the meekeft and humble/? of allmen, even 
like St. Paul, all things to all, that is, 
condefcending to all, that he might gain 
fome ; which by a prudent man may 
be done, without debafing himfelf, and 
with obferving a diftance fuitable to the 
{piritual dignity of his profeffion. After 
this manner I propofe and hope to be 
able to demean my felf. For thus Chrift’s 
minifters are taught to be, Mat. x. 16. 
1 Cor. 1x.-19,20,&e. 

8. Or parochial duties to be perform- 
ed to the people. ‘ The firft thing of 
‘ courfe, /ays he, a muinifter is to do, is to 
« knew his people. To come to fuch a 
© knowledge, as is neceflary for their fpi- 
‘ ritual fafety and improvement. [He 
ptopofes to pick out fome parifhioner of 
undoubted probity, whom he will engage 
to fecrecy, to give him a particular account 
of every perfon in the parifh, in refpect 
of his morals, and religious qualifications, 
This done, /ays he, I intend to begin my 
great, and moft ufeful work of all, in 
~which [ take the office of a paftor of 
fouls chiefly to confift, u/z. of fearching 
into the condition of the peoples fouls, 
and labouring to know how it is with 
them, in refpect of their heavenly inte- 
refts, that is, whether they are in a ftate 
of nature or grace, of condemnation or 
falvaiion.’ 
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g. To the end he might know the fuc- 


cefs of his miniftry from time to time, 
fays he, ‘ I will keep a regifter by me, of 
* all my parifhioners, having at each name 
an account of their prefent fpiritual con- 
dition ; their improvement or deficiency 
in their duty, and my progrefs with 
them ; and according as I find them, 
deal with them in doétrine, exhortation, 
rebuke, commendation, and all the o- 

ther parts of my duty towards them,’ 
10, He thinks it impoffible for a pious 
minifter not to have an entire love for his 
parifh, becaufe he has his bread from 
them ; and far more, becaufe they are his 
brethren, or rather, children in Chrift, and 
by his blood, heirs of heaven, as well as 
himfelf : and is convinced, that every pricft 
ought to efteem and behave himfelf as a 
father to his people, fhewing in all things 
his paternal care and love for them. ‘ I 
‘ defire, /ays be, in a particular manner to 
‘ demonftrate this, by ftriving to form 
them an holy people, dedicated to God, 
and getting them the reputation among 
men, of an honeft, pious, devout, and 
knowing parifh. In which graces, I fhall 
be ambitious to have them diftinguifhed 
from the generality of the wicked world. 
‘ Acatn, /fays be, to demonftrate my 
love to my people, I will abound in all 
the aéfs of charity I poffibly can; even 
to the very wtmoft my citcumftances can 
3 «“altond, 
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afford. I will endeavour to be their 
friend in their worldly concerns, and 
will ftrive to be every way beneficent and 
helpful to the poor, They fhall always 
find a welcome at my houfe; not at the 
door, but w7thin, in a place appointed 
for them. I loath the treating thefe 
dear fouls with contempt, whom Chrift 
died for; and who being friendlefs, 
ought to be regarded, and aflifted the 
more. I propofe to provide a dinner 
every Sunday, for as many of the poor 
of my parifh as I can afford ; and fo by 
feeding their bodies, and raifing in them 
chearful fpirits, fit them the better for 
God’s publick fervice, that with glad 
and thankful hearts they may praife him, 
who gracioufly choofeth the poor and 
defpifed of this world, to be the parta- 
kers and favourites of his heavenly king- 
dom. I will bea friend to all that fear 
God. The poor man that does fo, fhall 
be véry eminently diftinguifhed by me. 
I will care/s him, fet him at my right 


hand; will w/t him, live he never fo 


mean, and /hew him all publick refpeé, 
that every one may fee, I love thofe def, 
whoever they are, who def? love God. 
I will by no means take any due, either 
in tithe or money, of any very poor and 
pious man; but how much foever I 
{treighten my felf, will frankly remit it 
to him.’ 

Mucu 
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Mucu more might be exhibited refpe- 
cting his parochial duties, and fuch, rela- 
ting to his converfation in the world. But 
this may fuffice to thew, that the genera- 
lity of thofe who take upon them the 
facred office, come now-a-days vaftly fhort 
in the difcharge of the duties of their 
paftoral function. And having made a 
pretty long digreffion,’ which I prefume 
will be unacceptable, only to thofe whom 
it nearly touches, I fhall therefore return, 
and here obferve, That many publick 
difputations have been held from time to 
time between the Baptiffs and the Peedo- 
baptifts, onthe principle of Bapti/m. The 
firtt, I find, was held in Southwark, Oc- 
tober 17, 1642. between Dr. Featley, 
Mr. Kiffin, and others. The next was 
held in London, in the year 1643, at fun- 
dry times, and continued feveral weeks, 
between Mr. Knollis, Mr. Kiffin, and Mr. 
Feffey. Another was held Fanuary 11, 
1643. at Tirling in the county of Effex, 
between Mr. ‘Yfobn Stalham, Mr. Newton, 
Mr. Gray, Mr. Yobn Batt, and Mr. Tho- 
mas Lamb. Another was held about the 
year 1647, in the parifh-church of New- 
port Pagnel, before a great aflembly of 
minifters and others, between Mr. Gzbds 
and Mr. Richard Carpenter. Another was 
held Fuly 27, 1649. at Afbford in the 
county of Kent, between Mr. Samuel 


Fifber, and feveral clergymen, Another 
X 4 was 
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was held at Bewdley, ‘fanuary1, 1649, 
between Mr. Baxter and Mr. Tombes. An- 
other was held at Cork in Ireland, May 
26, 1652, between Dr. Harding, Dr. 
Worth, and Mr. Murcot. Another was 
held September 5, 1653. at Abergavenny 
in the county of Monmouth, between Mr. 
*tohn Craig, Mr. Henry Vaughan, and 
Mr. Sobn Tombes. All which difputa- 
tions I have purpofely omitted giving a 
particularly account of, in proper place ; 
not only to prevent thefe fheets from {wel- 
ling to too great a bulk, but difliking fuch 
proceedings, and believing that all fuch 
ways and methods have rather a tendency 
to confufion, than information; intend- 
ing only to exhibit the laft publick difpu- 
tation, which was held at Port/mouth, 
with his majefty’s licenfe, on February 
the 22d, 1698, between the Pre/byterians 
and the Baptifis, concerning Baptifm. 

Tue Prefbyterians, in the Poftman of 
February 25, proclaimed victory on their 
fide, and at the fame time faid, That Dr. 
Ruffel oppofed infant baptifm with all the 
fubtilty and fophiftry of the {chools; fo 
that we may juftly conclude, he preffed 
them with no mean or contemptible argu- 
ments, and that he managed them with 
the dexterity of an able difputant. 

On the firft of April following, they 
publifhed in the Flying Pof, a long ftory 
full of untruths and reflections, not be- 

coming 
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coming their learning or profeffion; and 
all to fupport a finking intereft: But it ap- 
peared fo manifeftly partial, and {fo ill-na- 
tured, that there feemed to be little or no 
credit given to it, except by fome few of 
their own party; for in the paper they fay, 
one Mr. Wilkam (by fome called doéor) 
Ruffel of London, &c. though it was well 
known, that many years before this difpu- 
tation, he was not only admitted as ma- 
fier of arts, but took his degree of batche- 
lor in phyfick; and was after that created 
a doctor in phyfick, of the famous univer- 
fity of Cambridge ; and alfo admitted, by 
univerfal confent, to be a member of the 
Jenate there. But to pafs this their unman- 
nerly (to fay no worfe) treatment, they 
were not fo ready to let the world know, 
why they fo vain-glorioufly triumphed. 
For when the /cribe, on the fide of the 
Baptifts, went to compare copies with 
their /cribe, he refufed to comply; and no 
applications made to him could procure fo 
much as a fight of his copy, he pleading 
in excufe, that he had never before been 
engaged in fuch a work, and fo his account 
was very imperfect. However Dr. Ru/fel, 
to do juftice to mankind, and leave them 
to judge on whofe fide the v7éfory lay, 
publifhed the difputation under the title of 
a True narrative of the Portimouth dz/pu- 
tation, between fome minifters of the Prelby- 
terians, and others of the Baptilt per/ua- 
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fron, concerning the fubjects and manner of 
baptifm. About three months after, the 
Prefbyterians publithed their account, and 
as imperfect as it was, upon their own 
confeffion, yet Dr. Rujel, Mr. Wilkams, 
and Mr. Sharp, convicted them of feveral 
infertions, tranfpofitions, fzlfifications, and 
additions: but I have not been able to ob- 
tain it; and therefore can only exhibit 
the account publifhed by Dr. Rufel, with 
fome additions I took from another edition, 
revifed by the doctor, and is as follows, 
VI. 

An account of the difputation held at 
Portfinouth, February 22, 1698-9. be- 
tween the Pre/byterzans and Baptifts, con- 
cerning Baptz/m. 


The names of the DisPUTANTS. 


For the Pre/byterzans. 


Mr. Samuel Chandler of Farebam. 
Mr. Leigh of Newport. 

. Mr. Robinjon of Hungerford, modera- 
tor. 
For the Baptifts. 

Dr.Wilham Ruffel of London. 
Mr. ohn Williams of Eaft Knoyle. 
Mr. ‘fobn Sharp of Frome, moderator. 


THE above mentioned difputants, being 
come to the place of meeting, between 
the 
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the hours of zime and fen in the morning, 
and having took their places, Mr. Chand- 
ler, the pref/byterian minifter, after having 
made an apology to the people, repeated 
the queftions to be difputed, vz. 

Queft. 1. WHETHER, according to the 
commiffion of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, adult believers are only the proper 
fubjects of bapti/m, ated not infants 2 

Qyeft. 2. WHETHER the ordinance of 
baptifm, as appointed by Chrift, is to be 
adminiftred by dipping, plunging, or over- 
whelming only, and no otherwifé ? 

THESE are the two articlas, quoth he, 
we are to difpute at this time. We deny, 
and theyaffrm. — 

Tuen Dr. Refel, for the Baptifts, after 
a few preliminary queftions and anfwers 
on both fides, began thus. If Chrift, fays 
he, hath no where required any of his m#- 
nifters to baptize znfants, then the baptifm 
of infants is not according to the com- 
miffion of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift. But Chrift hath no where requi- 
red any of his minifters to baptize infants. 
Therefore the baptifm of zfants is not ac- 
cording to the commiffion of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

Mr. Chandler. Ir you will allow good 
confequences drawn from {cripture, I will 
deny your mznor. 
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Dr. Rufél. THEN you muft fuppofe 
that Chrift hath required fome of his mint- 
fiers to baptize infants. 

Mr. Leigh, We diftinguifh between 
confequential truths, and expre/s words. 

Dr. Ruffel. Anp fo do we; but I hope 
our Lord’s commiffion, about holy dap- 
tif, is delivered in expre/s words, and not 
in confequentials; the term, in my argu- 
ment, is_very lax; I donot fay there com- 
manded, but required; and if you prove 
the baptifm of zzfants any where reguired 
by Chrift, ’tis fufficient. 

Mr. Leigh. Wixi you allow good 
fcripture confequences in this cafe, or do 
you expect plain fcripture words? 

Dr. Rufel. I say again, the term I ufe 
admits of any proof; he is not thereby 
obliged to produce any expre/s command, 
if he can do it withant. If hecan prove 
that Chrift hath any way required it, it 
will fuffice. But you muft remember, 
that you are to prove it according to Chrift’s 
commiffion; (for thofe are the terms in 
the queftion) and I believe you will find a 
difficult tafk to do that by confequence. 

Mr. Chandler. Wat from the com- 
miffion ? 

Mr. Robinfon, the moderator, cries out 
to Mr. Chandler, hold. Dr. Ruffel mutt 
prove it by an univerfal negative, 
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deny fome part of my argument, which J 
have not yet been able to prevail with him 
to do. 

Mr. Chandler. I pENy the minor. 

Dr. Ruffel. By denying the minor, you 
fay, that Chrift hath fomewhere required 
fome of his minifters to baptize infants. 

Mr. Chandler. By good confequence. 

Dr. Rufel. Tuen I will make good 
my minor thus: If Chrift hath any where 
required any of his minifters to baptize 
infants, it is f{omewhere fo recorded in the 
holy {cripture: but it is no where fo re- 
corded in the holy fcriptures ; therefore 
Chrift hath not any where required any of 
his miniftets to baptize infants. 

Mr. Chandler. Ir you mean by being 
recorded in fcripture, being recorded in 
exprefs words, I deny your major ; but if 
you mean by confequence, I deny your 
minor. 

Dr. Ruffel. Ir you do but prove it re- 
corded, it is fufficient. 

Mr. Chandler. I deny the minor. 

Dr. Rufel. THEN you fay, it is fome- 
where fo recorded in holy {fcripture. I 
therefore argue thus: If it be any where 
fo recorded in holy fcripture, Mr. Chand- 
ler, or fome other perfon, is able to fhew 
it: but neither Mr. Chandler, nor any 
other perfon whatfoever, is able to fhew it ; 
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therefore it is not any where fo recorded 
in holy fcripture. 

Mr: Chandler. I DENY your minor. 

Dr. Rufel. Horn, Sir. It is an uni- 
verfal negative. You muft give your in- 
ftance, where it is fo written. I appeal to 
your moderator. 

Mr, Robdinfon. Suppose Mr. Chandler 
cannot give an inftance, nor any body in 
the company ; you cannot thence infer, 
that mone in the world can. 

Dr. Rufel. Tuts is in eftect to give a- 
way your caufe, when fo many men of 
parts and learning are here prefent. If 
none of them are able to give us one inftance 
from {cripture for infant bapti/m, we can- 
not expect that any body elfe fhould. 
Therefore, if Mr. Chandler will confefs he 
hath no inftance to give, I will proceed to 
a new argument. 

Tuis Mr. Chandler refufed todo, and 
yet would give no inftance. 

Dr. Raffel. Ip Mr. Chandler can give no 
inftance, here are divers other minifters, 
gentlemen of parts and learning ; have none 
of them an inftance to produce? If you 
thus refufe to produce it, the people will 
think you have none to give. Whereupon 
Dr. Ruffel {fpake to this effet: Gentlemen, 
it may be, you think I have but one argu- 
ment. If you will fay no more to this, I 
am not willing to tire the auditory: but 
take notice by the way, that my firft ar- 
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gument itands good, till you give your 
inftance to the contrary. 

Argum. 2. IF infants are not capable 
to be made di/ciples of Chrift by the mi- 
nifiry of men, then they cannot poflibly 
be the /ubjects of baptifm, intended in 
Chrift’s comimiffion : But infants are not 
capable to be made di/ciples of Chrift by 
the minifiry of men; therefore they cannot 
poffibly be the /udbjects of bapti/ intend- 
ed in Chrift’s commiffion. 

Mr. Chandler. Here, if you mean by 
being made difciples, attual and compleat 
difciples,; I deny your major ; but if you 
mecn fuclras are entred into a fChool, 2nd 
given up to inftructions, then I deny your 
minor. 

Dr. Ruffel repeats his major, and de- 
fires Mr. Chandler to tell him what he 
denies in it ; for, fays he, my words are 
plain, to be made difciples by the minijtry 
of men. 

Mr. Robinfon. Mr. Chandler diftin- 
guifhes between compleat and inucompleat 
difciples. 

Dr. Rufel. But what then doth he 
mean by denying my major ? 

Mr. Robinfon. He denies, that they that 
cannot be made compleat difciples, ate not 
intended in the commitlion. 

Here Dr. Rafel, teeing they would 
not be brought to give any direct anfwer, 


turns his Aypothetical into a categorical 
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fyllogifm. Whofoever are uncapable, fays 
he, to be made difciples by the miniftry of 
men, they cannot be the /ubjects of bap- 
tifm intended in Chrift’s commiffion : But 
infants are uncapable to be made difciples 
by the zinifiry of men; therefore they 
cannot be the /ubjects of bapti/m, intended 
in Chrift’s commiffion. 

Mr. Leigh. I diftinguifh thus; they 
may be entred into the church in order 
for learning, and fo they are di/czples be- 
fore baptifm ; yet in a more vifible fenfe 
they are made difciples by baptifm. 

Dr. Ruffel. lr infants have no know- 
ledge to difcern between good and evil, 
then they are not capable to be made di/- 
ciples by the minifiry of men: But infants 
have no knowledge to difcern between 
good and evil; therefore they are not ca- 
pable to be made difceples by the miniftry 
of men. 

Mr. Chandler. You trick all this while ; 
I told you, by infants being difciples, I 
meant their being folemnly invefted by 
baptifin. 

Dr. Rujel. You ftill miftake; we are 
not {peaking of their zmve/fiture, but of 
the pre-requifites of baptif ; and it is evi- 
dent from what I have faid, that thofe 
that are truly baptized according to Chrift's 
commiffion, which is the thing we are 
upon, muft firft be made difciples by the 
munifiry of men: For the commifiion in 
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Mark xvi, 15, 16. is a command to his 
apoftles, to go into all: the world, and preach 
the gof/pel to every creature: and that fuch 
of them that were made di/ciples by their 
preaching, they fhould baptize. And in 
Matth. xxviii. 19. they are commanded to 
difciple all nations ; and to baptize fuch 
of them whom they had made di/ciples by 
teaching. Now when I have fhewed you 
how, that zzfants not being capable thus 
to be made difciples, they cannot be the 
Jubjeéts of baptifm intended in that com- 
miffion ; then you grant the confequence 
of the major, and by denying my minor, 
you fay they are capable. And when I 
have brought another argument to prove 
my minor, you then evade it by an in- 
direct anfwer. Sir, you are bound to give 
a direct anfwer to my argument, 

Mr. Chandler. I peny the confequence 
of your major. 

Dr. Rufel. By fo doing, you fay, tho’ 
they have no knowledge to difcern be- 
tween good and evil, yet they are capable 
to be made difciples by the muniftry of 
men; how can this poffibly be? 

Mr. Chandler. Tury have no know- 
ledge; yet are capable of being incompleat 
difciples. 

Dr. Ruffel. Ir by compleat you mean 
perfectly {o, I know not of any fuch chrifti- 
ans in the world; but I hope this doth 
not hinder, but that there may be real 
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and aétual difciples of Chrift, made fo by 
the minifiry of men, and fitted for holy 
baptifm. 

Mr. Chandler. We allow infants are not 
capable to difcern between good and evil, 
nor of being made compleat difciples. 

Dr. Ruffel. Tuen the confequence ne- 
ceflarily follows, that infants are not at all 
intended in the commiffion of our Saviour, 
Matth. xxviii. 19. therefore now it is high 
time I defcend to a new argument. 


Argum. 3. UF the apoftle Paul did de- 
clare all the counfel of God, and kept 
back nothing that was profitable for the 
church of God, and yet did never declare 
the bapti/m of infants to be a gofpel in- 
ftitution, according to Chrift’s commiffion, 
then it is no go/pel inftitution, nor any 
part of the counfel of God, nor profitable 
for the church of God: But the apoftle 
Paul did declare all the counfel of God, 
and kept back nothing that was profitable 
for the church of God; and yet did ne- 
ver declare the dapti/im of infants to be a 
gofpel inflitution, according to Chrift’s com- 
miffion; therefore it is no gofpel inftitu- 
tion, nor any part of the counfel of God, 
nor profitable for the church of God. 

Mr. Chandler. Your argument is long. 

Dr. Rufel. Not fo long, nor fo hard 
to be underftood. Upon which Mr. Legh 
an{wered, that he denied that the apoftle 
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Paul did never declare infant baptifin to 
be a gofpel inftitution. 

Dr. Ruffel. Tuen you deny my minor, 
which I thus prove. If the apoftle Pau/ 
hath fo declared it, it is fome where to 
be found in the writings of the New Te/ta- 
ment: but it is not any where to be found 
in thofe writings ; therefore the apoftle 
Paul did never fo declare it. 

Mr. Leigh. You know that St. Paul 
wrote divers epiftles, and in them of dif- 
ferent fubjects. It is as if a man fhould 
write a book of feveral things, and when 
he hath finifhed it, one comes and cuts 
off fx leaves thereof; and after this there 
is a queftion arifes, whether fuch a man 
hath writ any thing about fuch a particular 
fubject. Now it doth not follow, that be- 
caufe it is not contained in the reft of his 
book, that therefore it is not contained 
in the fix leaves that were cut off. 

Dr. Rufel. Ir Mr. Leigh fpeaks ad re. ., 
as I fuppofe he thinks he doth, then I 
thus infer upon him. F%r/?, That he doth 
by this allow, that there is no mention 
made of infant baptifm in any of thofe 
writings of the apoftle Paul's that we have 
bound up with the reft of the holy fcrip- 
tures. Secondly, He fuppofes there may be 
fomething faid of it in thofe fx leaves that 
were cut off after he had finifhed his epiftles. 
Now the afflembly of divines tell us, that 
the fcriptures of the O/d and New Tefta- 
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ment, are the only rule to diret us in 
matters of worfhip; but whether Mr. Lesgh 
be of their mind, I cannot tell. 

Mr. Leigh. Yes, I am. 

Dr. Ruffel. THen what you mean by 
it I know not; but I believe they meant 
what we have in the Bzb/e, and not what 
is contained in thofe fix leaves that were 
cut off; or elfe they defigned to put a 
cheat upon the whole world, which I do 
not fuppofe. But, as touching thofe fx 
leaves, { conclude our brethren have them 
not in their cuftody ; becaufe I never heard 
them fpeak any thing in the leaft con- 
cerning them, For my own part, I can 
{peak for my felf, I never faw them, nor 
heard of them till now; neither do I 
know any thing of the matter: But if 
Mr. Leigh, or his brethren, have them in 
their cuftody, I defire they would produce 
them; and when they have fo done, if 
they pleafe to favour us fo far as firft to 
prove that thefe were the very fix leaves 
that were written by Pau/, we will take 
the pains to examine them; and if it then 
appears that there is any fuch thing con- 
tained in them as Mr. Lezgh {peaks of, we 
will allow it. 

Mr. Lergh was angry hereupon, faying, 
What do you talk of our being the keepers 
of them? and what do you talk of all the 
New Teflament 2 is all the New Te/tament 
the apoftle Paul's writings? 

Dr. 
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Dr. Ruffel. I say, I do not confine you 
to Paul's epiftles, much lefs pretend all 
the New Teflament to be of the apoftle 
Paul’s writing, as you would infinuate to 
the people ; but my words are, it is no 
where fo declared in the writings of the 
New Teftament ; and do you produce one 
inftance that it is if you can, for that will 
put an iffue to our controverfy. I fur- 
ther add, that if Paw/ never taught infant 
baptifm in the church of Ephefus, nor in 
the church of Corinth, nor in any other 
place, I hope you will then acknowledge 
it to be no go/pel inflitution, nor any part 
of the counfel of God, nor yet profitable 
for the church of God ; and there is no 
record in holy fcripture of his fo doing. 

Mr. Leigh. Tsay, Paul's writings are 
not the 100" part of what Pau/ preached ; 
we cannot fuppofe that in thofe fix chap- 
ters to the Ephefians, he could contrive to 
put down the whole of his preaching to 
them. 

Dr. Rufel. Str, you might have {pared 
all this labour ; for Iam {atisfied the people 
will not trouble themfelves to feek for it 
any where elfe, but only in the writings 
of the New Teftament ; and if they will 
take my word, I can affure them it is not 
there to be found: and I perceive you 
think fo too, or elfe you need not refer 
them to Paul's fermons, which are zot 
written. Ihave heard, indeed, of fome 
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unwritten traditions, that are locked up in 
the pope's breaft, to be delivered out as he 
finds occafion for the ferving of a turn ; 
but I never knew that the Pre/byterians 
were ever intrufted ‘with any fuch trea- 
fure. 

Mr. Leigh. Ir Paul did not declare it, 
if we have other places apparent and plain, 
at leaft confequential, it is fufficient. 

Dr. Rufel. Tuts is not an anfwer to 
my argument; you might have gone here 
upon the other, but cannot upon this: 
Why did you not affign fome of thofe 
places then? 

Mr. Chandler. We deny the confe- 
quence; Paul might {peak of it fome 
where elfe, though it is not found in his 
epiftles. 

Mr. Robinfon. You are to prove, that 
becaufe Pau/ did not fhun to declare to 
the church of Ephe/us the whole counfel 
of God, therefore baptizing of infants mutt 
be found there, or elfe it is no part of the 
counfel of God. 

Mr. Leigh. However, we will fuppofe 
the thing, but not grant it, that Pau/ has 
not fpoken of infant bapti/m. 

Mr. Williams. Ir you fappofe it, we 
will take it for granted; if we may not, 
fay fo. Thus ended their oppofition to this 
argument, 

Dr. Rujfel. T wILu now proceed to an- 
oiher argument, 
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Argum. 4. CHRIsT’s commiffion doth 
fhew who are to be baptized; but it doth 
not fhew that zxfants are to be baptized; 
therefore infants are not the /ubjedts of 
baptifm, according to Chrift’s commiffion. 

Mr. Leigh. I peny the minor. 

Dr. Rufel. By fo doing you fuppofe it 
doth thew it. I therefore thus argue, If 
the commiffion doth fhew that zxfants are 
to be baptized, Mr. Leigh, or fome other 
perfon, can fhew it is in the commiffion ; 
but neither Mr, Leigh, nor any other per- 
fon, is able to fhew it us in the com- 
miffion ; therefore the commiflion doth not 
fhew that zzfants are to be baptized. 

Mr. Leigh. I say it is included in the 
word all nations, do you prove it is not. 

Dr. Rufel. You have brought an in- 
ftance, and it is your bufinefs to make 
good your inftance; otherwife my argu- 
ment ftands firm and untouch’d: But if 
I thew there are fome qualifications re- 
quired in the commiffion, and prove thote 
cannot be found in znfants, then infants 
cannot be included in the word a/! nations. 
I tell you, he hath commanded us to 
baptize fome perfons ; but he hath not com- 
manded us to baptize any infants, which 
I thus prove. If thofe that Chrift in his 
commiffion hath commanded to be dap- 
tized, mutt firft be made difciples, accotd- 
ing to that commiffion, then infants are 


not to be daptized by virtue of that com- 
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miffion: But thofe that Chrift in his com- 
miffion hath commanded to be baptized, 
muft firft be made difciples, according to 
that commiffion ; therefore zfants are not 
to be baptized, by virtue of that com- 
miffion. 

Mr. Leigh, I pENy your whole argu- 
ment, that all that Chrift requires to be 
baptized ate difciples, and that infants are 
not capable. 

Dr. Raffel. IF no other but di/crples are 
expreffed in the commiffion, then the major 
is true ; and if znfants are uncapable to be 
made difciples, then the minor is true alfo. 

Mr. Leigh. You talk of the commif- 
fion; it is the good confequences I infift 
upon, and fay, perfons are not to be com- 
pleat difciples before they are baptized; 
nor aciually taught before they are di/- 
ciples. 

Dr. Ruffel. PERHAPs you mean aman 
is not a compleat chriftian, if he hath not 
attained to the higheft perfection he is 
capable of, whilft in this life, altho’ he 
hath been a rea/ chriftian for many years, 
I fpeak not of fuch a completion, but of 
fuch as are actual difciples of Chrift, made 
fo by the mnifiry of men. 

Mr. Leigh. Tsay, there is no neceffity 
of being di/ciples in your fenfe, before they 
are baptized. 

Dr. Raffel, Turn I will prove there is 
a neceffity, If our Lord, in his commif- 
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fion, did not require his apoftles to dap- 
¢ize any, but only fuch as they had be- 
fore made difciples by teaching, then there 
is a neceflity they fhould be aéual di/- 
ciples before they are baptized ; but our 
Lord, in his commiffion, did not require 
his difciples to baptize any but only fuch 
as they had before made di/ciples by teach- 
ing ; therefore there is a neceflity they 
fhould be aétual difciples before they are 
baptized. 

Mr. Leigh. I peNy the minor. 

Dr. Rufel. THEN I will read the com- 
miffion. 

Mr. Leigh. You need not do that, we 
all know the commiffion very well. 

Dr. Ruffel. 1 witt read my Mafter’s 
commiffion, Marth. xxviii. 19. Go ye there- 
fore and difctple all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft, &c. 

Mr. Robinfon. Is this your argument? 
And then he bauls very loud, faying, 
Mr, Williams, will you fuffer him to 
preach ? 

Dr. Rufel. Wuat do you talk of 
preaching, are you afraid of the commif- 
fion? I hope it is not fo bad with you 
as it was with fome in times paft, whom 
one of the fathers (i. e. Tertullian) calls by 
the name of Lucifuge Scripturarum, &c. 
Flyers from the light of the fcriptures, as 
bats do from the light of the fun, What 
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is the reafon, gentlemen, you will not 
endure to hear the commiffion opened ? 
Will you fly from the light of the com- 
miflion of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift? Is it not the fubjeét contained in 
the queftion ; and will you, or dare you 
deny that what I have faid is in the com- 
miffion. 

Mr. Leigh. We fay not fo. 

Dr. Rufel. If you fhould, you would 
dire@tly oppofe Mr. Calvin ; for he faith, 
there is no mention made of infants in 
the commiffion ; and further faith, we may 
as well apply thefe words in 2 Theff- iii. 10. 
That if any would not work, neither fhould 
be eat, to little zzfants, and fo keep them 
from food till they ftarve, as toapply what 
is faid in the commiffion tothem ; whereas 
it belongs only to the adult, 

Mr. Robinfon. Wuat have we to do 
with what Mr. Ca/vin fays? 

Dr. Ruffel. 1 pip not know but you 
might have had a veneration for Mr. Ca/- 
vin; but feeing it is otherwife, I will thus 
argue from the commiffion. If there be 
an expre/s command in our Lord’s com- 
miffion for the baptizing of ome perfons, 
and there be no expre/s command neither 
there nor elfewhere for the baptizing of 
infants, then the baptifim of infants is not 
contained in that commiffion ; but there 
is an expre/s command in our Lord’s com- 
mifhon for the baptizing of fome. perfons, 
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and there is no exprefs command, either 
there or elfewhere, for the baptizing of 
infants ; therefore the daptifm of infants 
is not contained in that commiffion. 

Mr. Leigh. INsTE AD of giving his an- 
fwer to the argument, fays, I appeal to 
the people; tho’ he allowed con/equences 
but now, yet now he requires an expres 
{cripture ; and yet, I fay, if zations include 
infants, they are exprefily mentioned. 

Upon this Mr. Rodzn/on turns dictator, 
and fays to Mr. Lezgb, you were better 
deny his confequence. 

Dr. Ruffel. Pray Mr. Leigh, be pleafed 
to change places with Mr. Rodznjon ; let 
him be di/putant, and you moderator ; for 
I perceive neither you nor I are able to 
pleafe him : This was refufed ; upon which 
Dr. Rufel {aid to Mr. Robinfon, pray Sir, 
do not you thus diéfate to him, I have 
none to dictate to me; pray let him an- 
{wer my argument. 

Here Mr. Leigh did as Mr. Robinfon 
had taught him, and denied the confe- 
quence; and alfo, that an exprefs com- 
mand was neceflary to authorize the dap- 
tizing of infants. 

Dr. Rufel. My argument was, if there 
be an exprefs command for the baptizing 
of fome perfons, you deny the fequel of 
the major ; and in fo doing you fay, that 
notwithftanding there is no exprefs com- 
mand for the baptizing of infants, neither 

there 


33% 


33? 


The History of the 


there nor elfewhere in all the holy fcrip- 
ture; yet neverthelefs they are intended in 
the commiffion. 

Mr. Leigh. I vo fo. 

Dr. Rufel. Ann I fay, ‘if there be an 
exprefs command for the baptizing of some 
perfons, but none at all for the baptizing 
of infants, then they are not at all intend- 
ed in that commiffion, 

Mr. Leigh. I peny firft, the fequel of 
the major, and then I will deny your minor. 

Dr. Rufel. Tuts feems very ftrange, 
that when I have made it appear fo evi- 
dently from the commiffion itfelf, that 
there is an exprefs command for the dap- 
tizing of fome perfons; and yet it fhould 
not be allowed as a neceflary confequence 
from the premifes that zxfanfs are not in- 
tended ; when yourfelves have confefied 
there is no exprefs command in all the 
fcriptures for the baptizing of infants. 

Mr. Leigh. I peny the fequel. 

Dr. Ruffel. TuEn I will prove that there 
is-an exprefs command for the baptizing 
of fome perjons from the commifiion itfelf, 

Mr. Leigh. TuaT is not the fequel of 
the major, it is that I deny. 

Dr. Rufel. Anp I bring the commiffion 
to prove it: but you fay, that notwith- 
ftanding our Lord hath exprefily com- 
manded ome perfons to be baptized, altho’ 
he hath not commanded zzfants to be 
baptized, yet they may be fame of that 


number, 


ENGLIsH BaprTisrTs., 


number. Hath Chrift two forts of fubjects 
that he commands to be baptized in that 
commiffion ? or rather, are /ome command- 
ed, and others not commanded, and yet 
both to be baptized ; the one by acommand, 
the other without? Here Mr. Leigh re- 
fufed to anfwer, and cried out, put it into 
a fyllogi{m. 

Dr. Rufel. Ir no perfons are to be dap- 
tized according to that commiflion, but 
what are there expreffly commanded, and 
infants are not fo commanded, then the 
confequence of the major istrue: But no 
perfons are to be baptized, according to 
that commiffion, but what are there ex- 
prefily commanded, and infants are not 
fo commanded ; therefore the confequence 
of the major is true. 

Mr. Lezgh. Ideny your minor. 

Dr. Rufel. By fo doing, you fay there 
are fome to be baptized, that are not there 
exprefily commanded. 


Mr. Leigh. Do you not know your own 


argument ? 

Dr. Rufel. I REPEAT it not for my 
own knowledge, but for the peoples in- 
formation; and I prove my mznor thus: 
If the words of the commiffion are an ex- 
prefs command to the apoftles to direct 
them who they fhould éaptize, then the 
minor is true: But the words of the com- 


miffion are an exprefs command to the 
apoitles 
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apoftles to direét them who they fhould 


baptize; therefore the mzzor is true. 

Mr. Leigh. Ideny your minor. 

Dr. Rufel. Ir there be no other com- 
miffion of our Lord for holy daptz/m, but 
what is recorded in Matth. xxviii. and 
Mark xvi. then the minor is true: but 
there is no other, therefore the minor is 
true. 

Mr. Leigh, I peny the fequel of your 
major. 

Dr. Rufel. But we are now upon the 
commiffion. 

Mr. Leigh. We are fo; but we fay, 
good confequences derived from the com- 
miffion are fufficient. 

Dr. Ruffel. So you may, if you pleafe; 
but I had rather walk exa¢tly according 
to the commiffion of our Lord, than by 
fuch confequences, wherein I may be de- 
ceived. 

Mr. Robinfon. I matter not what you 
had rather do, or what your opinion is, I 
am for confequences. 

Mr. Leigh. I deny the fequel of the 
major, they are to baptize none, but fuch 
as they are exprefily commanded. 

Dr. Rufel. Tun I thus argue ; if there 
be no manner of allowance given them 
to baptize any other but what they are ex- 
prefily commanded, then the fequel of 
the major is true: But there isno manner 
of allowance given them to baptize any 
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other, but what they are exprefily com- 
manded ; therefore the fequel of the major 
is true. 

Mr. Leigh was pleafed here to give a 
general denial, without diftinguifhing. 
Upon which Dr. Ruffe/ referred him to his 
former argument, wherein he had already 
fhewed, that there is an exprefs command 
to baptize by virtue of Chrift’s commif- 
fion. 

Mr. Legh. I DENY your minor, but 
diftinguifh between the command, being 
expreffed, and the fubjects intended. 

Dr. Ruffel. Ir the words in the com- 
miffion about holy daptz/m be a command 
from Chrift to his apoftles, then the minor 
is true : But the words in the commiffion 
about holy dapti/m are commanded from 
Chrift to his apoftles ; therefore the minor 
is true. 

Mr. Leigh. I aLtiow that the command 
is exprefled ; but I fay, the /udyeéfs are to 
be brought in by con/feguence. 

Dr. Rufel. Tuen I will prove that the 
fubjects are exprefled, If Chrift did com- 
mand his apoftles to baptize fuch as be- 
lieve, and are made difciples, then the 
fubjects are exprefled: But Chrift did 
command his apoftles to baptize fuch as 
believe and are made difctples; therefore 
the /ubjects are exprefled. 

Mr. Robinfon. You mutt fay all the 
fubjects, 

UE 
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Dr. Rufel. By your favour, there is no 
need of that; for Mr. Leigh denies there 
is an exprefs command in Chrift’s com- 
miffion for any fubject. 

Mr. Leigh. We mutt all confefs, that 
Jefus Chrift gave commiflion to baptize 
believers, when at the age of maturity, 
fuch as were before ‘ews and Greeks, and 
newly believing in the Lord Jefus, were 
thereupon to be baptized; but afterwards 
the children of thofe believers. 

Dr. Rufel. Ir is faid in Mark xvi. 16. 
He that believeth, and is baptized, fhall be 

faved. Here is not one word of znfants. 

Mr. Leigh. Awnov it follows, He that 
believeth not, fhall be damned. Now if be- 
leving be previous to bapti/m, by the fame 
way of arguing it muft be neceffary to fal- 
vation; and fo you muft fay, that all xot 
believing, are damned; and fo all infants 
are damned. 

Dr. Rujel. Tuts is a non fequitur ; for 
infants are not at all intended in this com- 
miffion, as I have already fhewed you, and 
as Mr. Calvin doth alfo affirm, But I 
hope Mr. Legh will allow our Saviour’s 
words to be true; that all thofe his apo- 
ftles preached to, according to his com- 
muifion, if they did ot believe, they fhould 
be damned ; for of fuch, itis faid, he that 
believeth not, is condemned already, becaufe 
he bath not believed in the name of the only- 
begotten fon of God. But as touching iz- 

Jants, 
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fants, I am far from believing, that God 
hath decreed them, as fuch, to eternal 
damnation, I will rather believe, that a// 
infants, dying in their infancy, are elect- 
ed, than conclude, that any of them are 
damned. And TI fuppofe you do not know 
the contrary; if you do, I defire you 
would tell the people fo. 

Mr. Leigh, Wuat do you put that 
upon us for ? 

Dr. Rufel. Because I think its rea- 
fonable you fhould tell the people what 
your opinion is, feeing you have ftarted it ; 
for you fee, I have given my opinion free- 
ly about it, and if you think otherwife, 
pray tell the people fo. For then I con- 
ceive, that your baptizing their znfants will 
do them no good; for you cannot alter 
the decrees of heaven. Or, if you believe 
as the Papifts do, that grace is conveyed 
to them barely by the act done, notwith- 
{tanding the children are wholly paffive in 
it, ‘pray tell us fo. 

Mr. Leigh refufed to anfwer to the for- 
mer; but gave this anfwer to the latter. 
No, we deny that. 

Mr. Williams. Yr none can believe on 
Jefus Chrift that never heard of Jefus 
Chrift, then zmfants are uncapable of be- 
lieving: But none can believe on Jefus 
Chrift, that never heard of Jefus Chrift, 
therefore infants are incapable of believ- 
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Mr. Leigh denied the fequel of the ma- 
jor; but he fhould have remembered what 
is written, Rom. x. 14. How shall they be- 
lieve in him, of whom they have not heard; 
and how fhall they bear without a preacher? 
And I do not fuppofe our antagonifts think 
they are obliged to preach to new-born 
infants; and yet the adminiftration of 
baptifin is by the commiffion reftrained 
to fuch as are made believers by the preach- 
ing of the word. Thefe arguments be- 
ing fufficient to prove the incapacity of 
infants believing, the next argument Mr. 
Williams offered was, from thence to prove, 
that zfants could not be the /udbjeéts of 
baptifin, according to Chrift’s commiffion. 
But the adminiftrator muft have an ac- 
count of the fazth of the /ubjec? before he 
baptize him; therefore znfants are not 
the /ubjecis of baptifm, according to Chrift’s 
commiffion. 

Mr. Lezgh denied the minor. 

For the proof of which, Mr. Williams 
urged two fcriptures, Ads vill. 36, 37. 
and Matth, xxviii. 19. and faid, When 
the Hunuch propofed for baptifm, Philip 
tells him, Jf thou believeft with all thine 
heart, tou mayeft. The contrary, that 
fairly offers it felf, is this, That if thou 
doft not believe with all thine heart, thou 
mayeft not. And upon this the Eunuch 
declared his faith, before he was baptized. 
From whence it is evident, the Eunuch 

was 
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was content to be tapght; PAiip teaches 
him, and yet after this, he muft know 
whether he believes, before he baptized 
him. Therefore it follows, they muft 
have aéfual learning, and the minifter mutt 
alfo know that they have it, before he 
baptize them. And in Mafth, xxviii. 19. 
Go difciple to me all nations baptizing them. 
From whence I thus argue, If minifters 
have no commiflion to baptize any but 
fuch as are difcipled to Chrift, then they 
muft have an account of their di/ciple/hip 
before they daptize them.: But minifters 
have no commiffion to baptize any but 
fuch as are difcipled to Chrift; therefore 
they muft have an account of their di/ci- 
plefhip before they baptize them. 

To which was added, That Era/mus, 
in his paraphrafe upon the New Tefta- 
ment, reads the commiffion thus ; Go and 
teach all nations, and when they have learn- 
ed, D1P them. And I further fay, if the 
adminiftrator mutt have an account of the 
perfon’s learning ,before he be baptized, 
then a bare going to {chool is not fufficient 
to conftitute him a difciple. 

Mr. Robinfon. Do you fee, Sirs, this 
gentleman grounds his opinion upon the 
authority of Era/mus. 

Dr. Ruffel. Wuy muft Era/mus be 
thus flighted ? Here are fome honourable 
perfons know very well, that Era/mus 
was a man not to be defpifed for his fkill 
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about the etymology of a Greek word. But 
any thing ferves your turn ata pinch. 

Mr. Leigh. He quotes Era/mus, and it 
is well known he was between a Papift 
and a Proteftant. Now many of thefe 
men, fpeaking againft infant bapti/m, will 
call it Popery; and yet he quotes Era/- 
mus for their judgment. 

Mr. Williams. Str, you have heard my 
argument; to which you have given no 
anfwer. As touching Era/mus, I did not 
quote him, as building my fazth upon his 
authority, but for his judgment ; it being 
the tranflation of a man, that very well 
underftood the original. And although 
he was not accounted one of the beft of 
men; yet he was accounted one of the 
beft of {cholars in his time. 

Mr. Leigh. THe Eunuch was a profe- 
lyte, and his znfants, if he had any, were 
to be taken in alfo, Phzip comes to him, 
and he requires a confeffion of his faith, 
becaufe he was a grown man. Yet had 
he had an znfant with him, he had had 


a right to this ordinance, after he believ- 


ed; when by your opinion, it muft be 
caft out, becaufe not capable of aétual 
believing. Now, I deny, that he that ad- 
minifters the ordinance, muft always have 
an account of the perfon, whether he hath 

learned or not, 
Dr. Rufel. 1 suppose Mr. Leigh for- 
got himfelf to talk of an Ewnuch’s having 
children. 
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children. It puts mein mind of a ftory, I 
lately heard, of a presbyterian minitter, 
that undertook in a /ermon to prove in- 
jant baptifm; and to that end, chofe this 
text for his purpofe, of Phi/zp’s baptizing 
the Eunuch; and when he had infifted fome 
time upon it, he {peaks after this man- 
ner to the people. Beloved, fays he, when 
you are gone, perhaps, you will fay, what 
is all this to the purpofe ? Here is not one 
word of infants in the text. It is true, fays 
he, there is not; but I will tell you how 
that comes in; had he had his wife and 
children with him, they had then been 
baptized, as well as himfelf; but they 
were at a great diftance from him, and 
as foon as he came home, immediately 
he baptized them all. If thefe gentlemen 
know what an Eunuch is, then it is vain 
babbling. If they do not, let them go to 

the Grand Seignior’s Seragho and learn. 
Mr. Wiliams. We have plain direétion 
for what I have faid. Philip faid to the 
Eunuch, If thou believeft with all thine 
heart, thou mayeft; and accordingly he 
took an account of his fazth, And in the 
commiflion, Go difciple all nations, baptiz- 
ing them. From whence it is evident, it 
was thofe they had made difciples, that they 
were to baptize, and therefore they mutt 
know, whether they are dz/czples or. no, 
before they muft adventure to daptize them. 
8 Then 
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Then Mr. Willams proceeded to a new 
argument. 

Ir infants, fays he, are incapable of 
denying themfelves for Chrift, then they 
are incapable of being made difciples of 
Chrift: But zajants are incapable of de- 
nying themfelves for Chrift; therefore 
they are incapable of being made di/ciples 
of Chrift. . 

Mr. Leigh denied the fequel of the ma- 
or. 
Mr. Williams proved it thus, If a per- 
fon cannot be a di/ciple, unlefs he deny 
both relative felf, and perfonal felf, then 
the fequel is true: But zmfants are not ca- 
pable fo to do; therefore the fequel is 
true. 

Mr. Leigh. Tuts purely refers to grown 
perfons; and by the fame argument you 
may fay, infants mujt not eat, becaufe it 
is faid in another place, he that cannot 
work, mujt not eat. 

Mr.Wilhams. Nay, Sir, it is he that 
will not work, not he that cannot ; it is 
he that is able, and will not ; for I hope 
you will provide for your parents, when 
by reafon of age, they are not able to 
work for themfelves, 

Mr. Leigh. I woutp know, whether 
infants are not as capable of believing in 
Chrift, as of coming to Chrift. Now 
they are faid to come, when their parents 
brought them ; for Chrift fays, fuffer lit- 
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tle children to come unto me; and it is moft 
probable, they were brought in the arms 
to Chrift: Why may they not be faid to 
believe, when they do not aéually be- 
lieve, if imputatively they are faid to 
come, when their parents brought them? 
fo, why may they not be faid to believe 
imputatively, when their parents devote 
them to Chrift, although the children do 
not actually believe, but only the pa- 
rents ? 

Mr. Williams. I peny the parents faith 
was ever imputed to the child; prove it 
if you can. Hereneither Mr. Leigh, nor 
any other perfon were able to do it. 

Dr. Ruffel, Ir there be no other rule 
left, to direct us how we are to worthip 
God in this ordinance of baptifm according 
to the gofpel, but what is contained in 
the writings of the New Teftament; then 
it muft of neceflity follow, that it be 
therein written, if fuch an account be any 
where to be found : But there is no other 
rule left to direct us how we are to wor- 
fhip God in this ordinance of baptifin ac- 
cording to the gofpel, but what is con- 
tained in the writings of the New Tefta- 
ment ; therefore it muft of necefiity fol- 
low, that it be therein written, if fuch an 
account be any where to be found. 

Mr. Leigh. I fay it might be practifed 
in thofe times, though not recorded in the 
New Teftament. 
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Dr. Rufel. Wx you grant, that it is 
not recorded in the New Teftament ? 

Mr. Leigh. We will fuppofe it, but not 
grant it. 

Dr. Rufel. Tue reafon why you fup- 
pofe it, is, becaufe you cannot prove it; 
for you are not fo free of your concef- 
fions. 

Mr. Leigh. Ir is not recorded in the 
New Teftament what you practife; that 
grown children of believers were baptized. 
I challenge you to give one inflance of any 
one, born of believing parents, baptized at 
age. 

Dr. Ruffel. I have called for one inftance 

from fcripture feveral times, of any one 
infant, that was ever baptized, and you 
have not been able to produce it. This 
you now {peak of is befides the matter we 
are upon, and is ufed on purpofe to divert 
us from our argument, and lead us to 
fomething elfe, that is foreign to it. Pray 
do you firft fhew us,. where it is fo writ- 
ten in the New Teftament, that any one 
infant was baptized if you can; and then 
you fhall hear what we have to fay. 

Mr. Leigh, Tuese men talk much of 
{cripture, and call upon us to produce 
{cripture for our baptizing of infants, as 
if they had abundance of proof for their 
practice. Now let them give but one in- 
fiance of what is their practice, viz. of 
one perfon that was born a believer, and was 
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baptized when he came to grown years, 
and I willgive them the caufe. 

Dr. Rufel. I will inftance in Conftantine 
the great, whofe mother Helena was a 
chriftian, and yet he was not baptized, till 
he was confiderably in years. Befides, I 
do not remember that there is any account 
in hiftory during the firft five hundred 
years, that any one of the fathers, or emi- 
nent bi/hops of the church, that were born 
of chriftian parents, were baptized till they 
were about twenty or thirty years of age; 
and if any of you know the contrary, I 
defire you would fhew it. 

Mr. Leigh. Wuart do you tell us of 
the fathers ? we are not bound to abide by 
their teftimony. 

Mr. Williams. Was not the mother of 
our Lorda delever when Chrift was born? 

Mr. Leigh, Wuart do you afk that 
queftion for? every body knows that ? 

Mr. Wilhams. But do you believe it? 

Mr. Leigh. Yes, Ido believe it; what 
then? 

Mr. Williams. THen here is an inftance 
for you, from {cripture, of the chi/d of a 
believer, that was a believer before he was 
born; and yet he was xot baptized, till he 
came to years; and this we can prove. 

Upan this the people fell a laughing 
at Mr. Leigh; and his countenance chang- 
ed pale, and he was under fome feeming 
confternation of mind, fo that he could 

not 
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not prefently recover himfelf ; but at laft 
his {pirits rallied again, and then he fpake 
to this effec. 

Mr. Leigh. Our difcourfe was ground- 
ed on the commiffion; now, was this be- 
fore the commiffion, or after it? 

Dr. Rufel. Ir is a miftake, Mr. Leigh, 
we were not now upon the commiffion, 
but upon your queftion: And I think 
Mr. Williams hath given you a pertinent 
anfwer every way fuitable to your queftion, 
and the challenge you made us; and you 
are bound to take it. To which he made 
no reply. 

Mr. Leigh. I wii prove that /ome 
infants are vifible church members from 
Matth. xix. 14. Suffer little children to come 
unto me, faith Chrift, and forbid them not, 
for of fuch 1s the kingdom of heaven. 

Dr. Rufel. Do you bring this to prove 
that zhe/e children were baptized ? 

Mr. Leigh. No, I do not pretend to any 
fuch thing. 

Dr. Rufel. Wuat then do you bring 
it for? 

Mr. Leigh. I BRING it to prove, that 
infants are vifible church members. 

Mr. Williams. Ir infants are neither 
members of the uwniver/al vifible church, 
nor yet of a particular conftituted church, 
then they are not members of the vifible 
church at all: but they are neither mem- 
bers of the wniverfal vifible church, nor 
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yet of a particular conftituted church; 
therefore they are not members of the vi- 
fible church at all. Mr. Leigh took no 
notice of this argument, but went off from 
it, and faid, zmfants are a part of a nation, 
and therefore might be daptized. 

Mr. Williams. Tuo’ children are a part 
of a nation, yet not of a nation modified 
according to Chrift’s commiffion. Where- 
upon their moderator faid, Mr. Williams 
had but little academical learning, 

Mr. Williams replied, He was warned 
by the word, to have a care of vain phi- 
lofophy ; and prefently demanded what was 
the antecedent to the relative them, in 
the commiflion? The moderator making 
no anfwer, Mr. Williams faid, it was all 
nations difcipled. Upon this Dr. Rufel 
and Mr. Williams did both defire them to 
produce one inflance for infant baptifm 
out of the word of God: And this they 
did very many times defire of them ; but 
no inftance was produced, At length Mr. 
Williams defired them in thefe words: 
Brethren, I would beg you to produce one 
inftance for infant baptifin; it will reflect 
upon you if you do not: What will all 
this people fay when they are gone? fo 
many times one infiance defired ; fa many 
minifters here, and not one infiance pro- 
duced ; they muft needs conclude there 
was wot ome to be produced, Notwith- 
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ftanding this the minifters were all filent, 
and not a man did reply to it. 

Dr. Rufel. 1 infants are capable to be 
made difciples of Chrift by the miniftry of 
men, without the ufe of reafon, then the 
beafts of the field are alfo capable ; but the 
beafts of the field are not capable: there- 
fore infants are not capable. 

Mr. Robinfon their moderator ftood up, 
and threw himfelf about, making a noife 
like one in a delirious paroxi/m, and bid 
the people take notice that Dr. Ruffel had 
rank’d their zzfants among the brute bea/ts; 
and that, if they became of his opinion, 
they muft look upon them as dogs, or 
cats, ot hogs, &c. with much more of the 
fame fort of rhetoric, endeavouring all he 
could to enrage the multitude of unthink- 
ing perfons againft him, and put the people 
into a confufion. 

Dr. Ruffel. Hoip, Mr. Robinjon, 1 have 
already told you how great an efteem I 
have for your /rttle infants, that I will ra- 
ther believe that a// infants dying in their 
infancy are ele&ted, than I will conclude 
that any one of them are damned. I bring 
this to fhew the abfurdity of fuch a no- 
tion; and you are bound to thew the dif 
parity, or confefs you cannot. Suppofe 
there were twenty or thirty new born in- 
fants in a room, and you fhould choofe 
out the moft able and learned perfon a- 
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mongft you to preach to them, in order 
to make them di/ciples, according to Chrift’s 
commiffion ; I believe he would have no 
better fuccefs than St. Anthony had, as the 
{tory goes, when he took upon him to 
inftruct the pigs; or, as fome others have 
done, even pofi/h faints, who have took 
upon them to preach to the fowls of the 
air, &c. of which I could furnifh you 
with divers inftances. But why fhould 
Mr. Rodinfon think it ftrange, that any 
body fhould have fuch a conceit in their 
minds? doth he not know that the church 
of Rome baptize things of an inferior na- 
ture? for they Japtize churches and bells. 
And if I had compared your practice to 
theirs of baptizing bells, you had no rea- 
fon to complain, for they are both paffive 
in the aét ; only, if you will give credit 
to one of the fathers, viz. Auguftine, the 
bells are upon that account the fitte/? /ub- 
jects, for they are wholly paffive; but, 
faith he, the “ttle children are not fo, for 
they thew their refiftance by their crying. 
And now I demand of any of you to take 
off the retortion, and fhew the difparity 
if youcan. Upon this they were all filent, 
and none of them would undertake to 
thew the difparity. 

Mr. Leigh. Ir is time to proceed to 
the other queftion : Whether the ordinance 
of baptifin, as appointed by Chrift, is 

€ 
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be adminiftred by dipping, plunging, or 


overwhelming only, and not otherwife? 

Dr. Rufel. Tue holy fcripture fhews 
us the right way of baptizing, as appoint- 
ed by Chrift: but it doth not fhew us 
that it ought to be done by /prinkhing ; 
therefore /prinkling is not the right way 
of baptizing. 

Mr. Leigh. Str, you mutt bring in that 
dipping is abfolutely neceflary ; what do 
do you talk of /prinkling for? 

Dr. Rufel. I Hope you are not afhamed 
of your practice; but if you will difown 

Sprinkling to be the right way of baptizing, 
1 am contented, I will not then infift 
upon it. 

Mr. Robinfon, We are not difcourfing 
upon that now ; you are to prove dipping 
to be the only way; and you muff and 
fhall prove it. 

Dr. Ruffel. Must and fhall! muft and 
fhall is for'the king, and not for Mr, Ro-~ 
binfon. If there can no inftance be given 
that ever the apoftles did daptize other- 
ways than by dipping, then ours is the 
right way of baptizing : but there can be 
no inftance given that ever the apoftles 
did baptize other ways than by dipping ; 
therefore ours is the right way of bap- 
fizing. 

Mr. Chandler. I can fhew there is an- 
other way that it might be done, and not 
by dipping ; and that from the etymolgy 

of 
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of the word daptizo ; for it fignifies alfo 
to wafb. 

Dr. Rufel, 1 REMEMBER what Alfedius 
faith in his Lexicon Theologicum, Having 
before been {peaking about the etymohgy 
of that word, Wud Barntew, tantum Signifi- 
cat immergere, non lavare, nifi ex confe= 
quenti ; and therefore it fignifies to wa/h, 
only in a fecondary and remote fenfe ; 
becaufe things that are dipped may be faid 
to be wafhed. But the proper and pri- 
mary. fignification of baptize, is to dip, for 
it comes from Berzw: mergo, immergo, to 
dip, to plunge, to overwhelm, to dip into, 


G: 

Mr. Chandler. I own that Barre figni- 
fies mergo, immergo. But I can fhew great 
probability, that many in {cripture times, 
were baptized by pouring a little water on 
the face ; and there is no certainty that 
dipping was ever ufed. 

Dr. Rufel. How doth that appear ? 

Mr. Leigh. I 7 might be done other- 
ways than by dipping; and a probability 
is the moft you can pretend to for dipp- 
ing. I require you to prove that dipping 
was certainly intended in thofe places you 
bring for it; and then I will prove that 
dipping was not intended, but only an ap- 
plication of water to the perfon. 

Dr. Rufel. Ir is exprefied in Mark i. 9. 
“Fefus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John in Jordan ; and fobn 

| Wl, 23. 
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iii. 23. And John was baptizing in Enon, 
near to Salim, becaufe there was much wa- 
ter there. \t is from this apparent, that 
both Chri? and ‘fobn baptized by dipping 
the body in the water; elfe they need not 
have fought places, where had been a great 
plenty of water. And Aé#s vill. 38, 39. 
And they went both down into the water, both 
Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized 
him. And when they were come up out of 
the water, &c. Here we have an account, 
that both the adminiftrator and the per- 
fon to be baptized, went both down yYnto 
the water, and when they came there, he 
baptized him. And if Philip had not been 
to put the Eunuch into the water, and co- 
ver him with it, why fhould they go 
both down znto the water ? a little of it 
might have been brought up to them in- 
to the chariot, if /prinkliing would have 
ferved the turn. 

AFTER much p70 and com about words 
to no profit, but the fubverting of the hear- 
ers, and a confufed jangling and noife, Mr. 
Wilhams, the prefbyterian minifter, {aid, 
he thought there had been little faid to 
the purpofe. Upon which Dr. Rufel faid, 
Mr. Williams, I think there hath been a 
great deal faid, more than hath been an- 
{wered, But if you are not fatisfied, we 
will wave all that hath been faid, and I 
will difpute it over with you, de novo. 
Mr. Williams fhrugged, and an{wered, 

No, 
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No, I am not very well. Upon which 
it was thought meet by them to put an 
end to the difputation. And Mr. Leigh, 
after he had made a fpeech to thank the 
governor and the mayor for their civility 
to them, and the Bapri/ts had returned 
their thanks alfo, he then concluded in 
prayer, and fo difmiffed the affembly. It 
was between the hours of fix and feven 
of the clock, when the difpute ended. 
Ir was about this time, that Mr. Yobn 
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Pilkington, a Roman catholic, of the Ben- Pilkington 


dittine order of Monks in the monaftery 
of St. Edmund in Paris, embraced the 
ptinciples of the Baptifis, and was bap- 
tized by the Rev. Mr. Fobn Piggot, and 
received into his church. He wrote a Nar- 
rative, containing the means and manner 
of his conviction ; but before he was per- 
mitted to read it in the prefence of the 
church, Mr, Piggot addrefled himfelf to 
the auditory, and him, in the following 
words. 


© Chriftian Auditors, 


‘TI am at this time to acquaint you, 
« that there is one prefent in this aflem- 
‘ bly, who having been educated in the 
< popifh religion, after many inward con- 
¢ flidts, does profefs himfelf to be thorough- 
© ly convinced of the errors he had imbib’d 

Vout. Ill. Aa ©‘ while 


ecomes a 


Baptift. 
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while he continued in that cornmunion ; 
and being defirous to be admitted a 
member of this proteffant church, he 
has declared his willingnefs to fignify 
to this congregation, the means and 
manner of his conviction, and the rea- 
fons of his forfaking the erroneous and 
idolatrous church of Rome. ‘The perfon 
of whom I now fpeak, that profefles to 
be truly penitent, as well as convinced 
of his former errors, is Mr. Fobn Pil- 
kington, who was lately a Novice, in the 
Benediétine order of Monks, in the mo- 
naftery of St. Edmund in Paris. And 
now, Sirs, let me intreat you to banifh 
from your minds, all prepoffeffion and 
prejudice, and impartially attend to what 
he will prefently pronounce; let me be- 
feech you to put on bowels of mercy ; 
don’t ufurp the authority of God, and 
pretend to fearch his heart; for my own 
part, charity cbliges me to believe that 
he is fincere ; my blefled Lord, having 
left me no other rule to judge of the 
goodnefs or badnefs of a tree, but by its 
fruits. 
‘ Anp now, Mr. Pilkington, I charge 
you before God, and the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and the cle& angels, and in the 
prefence of this numerous auditory, that 
you fpeak nothing but the truth. If 
you are confcious to yourfelf of any bafe 
ends in the recantation you are come to 
“ make, 
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make, confefs and give glory to God ; 
for the God whom we ferve, and un- 
der whofe banner you defire to be en- 
rolled, cannot be deceived, and will not 
be mocked. Sir, you and I mutt fhortly 
appear before the judge of the quick and 
the dead; and if you fhould be infincere, 
I that now exhort and admonith you, 
muft be a fwift witnefs againft you at 
the great affize. And now, I call God 
to record this day, that I am clear of 
your blood; and I call every one in this 
place to witnefs of the folemn charge I 
have given to you. If therefore you are 
fincere (of which I would not admit a 
doubt) go on by the grace of God, to 
pronounce your written narrative and 
recantation. 

Tuen Mr. Pilkington read his narra- 
tive, and made his recantation before the 
whole affembly, both which I have placed 
in the Appendix, Vol. IV. N° 2. and may 
ferve for a further confutation of the cha- 
raéter Mr. Neal was pleafed fo injurioufly 
to give the Engli/h Baptifts, viz. That their 
preachers went about making profelytes of 
all that would fubmit to their immerfion, 
without a due regard to their acquaintance 
with the principles of religion, or their mo- 
ral characters. 

In the year 1761, King Sames II. died, 
and the French King théreupon proclaimed 


the pretended prince of Wales king of Eng- 
Aa2 land, 
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land, 3c. by which he drew upon him- 
felf that {warm of enemies which foon after 
compofed the grand alliance. This hafty 
and unexpected proceeding of France was 
fo refented ,by the king, that he imme- 
diately fent an exprefs to the lord Man- 
chefter, his ambaflador in France, to come 
diretly away without taking leave ; and 
notice was given, by his majefty’s com- 
mand, to Monfieur Poufin, the French 
fecretary here, that he fhould immediately 
leave the kingdom. Much about the fame 
time, fays Mr. Lediard, author of the 
Vol. 1. Life of John Duke of Marlborough, ‘ That 
pag.-128- ¢ this beggarly Frenchman, as a certain 
‘ author calls him, departed, there was a 
‘ {candalous paper printed, as it was fup- 
“ pofed by his order, intitled, Te French 
‘ King’s reafons for owning the pretended 
© Prince of Wales for King of England.’ 
The nation was highly enraged at this in- 
dignity offered by France; and fhewed 
their refentment in the numerous addrefles 
dire€ted on this occafion to the throne, 
from all parts of the kingdom, full of 
loyalty and affection : That from the Eng- 
lifh Baptifis was as followeth. 
London Hampton-Court, Dec. 21. Tue follow- 
hse Hie ing addrefs from the Bapri/? minifters in 
yt and about the city of London, was pre- 
fented ta his majefty by Mr. Stennet, in- 
troduced by the right honourable the earl 
of Peterborough. 


To 
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To the King’s moft excellent Majefty. 


Tue humble addrefs of the Bapti/? mini- 
fters in and about the city of London, 
in behalf of themfelves, and their feve- 
ral congregations. 


May it pleafe your Majelty, 

‘ We adore the divine providence that 
has again bleffed this nation with your 
royal prefence, and humbly congratulate 
your majefty’s fafe return: And as we 
cannot forget what difficulties and dan- 
gers your majefty has generoufly encoun- 
tered, and glorioufly overcome, in de- 
livering and protecting thefe kingdoms 
from popery and arbitrary power, fo we 
conceive a juft indignation againft the 
late perfidious and prefumptuous conduct 
of the French king; who, not content 
to enflave and perfecute his own people, 
afpites to give kings and laws to other na- 
tions, and has taken upon him to own 
and declare the pretended prince of Wales 
to be king of thefe realms, of which 
your majefty is the only iawful and 
rightful fovereign. 

‘ WE gratefully acknowledge your ma- 
¢ jefty’s pious care, as the father of your 
‘ people, in fo feafonably recommending 
© to the late parliament the fettlement of 
« the fucceflion in the proteffant line; and 

“ we 
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we beg leave to affure your majefty, that 
we fhall always remember, as well the 
facred ties of gratitude as the other fo- 
lemn obligations we are under, particu~ 
larly that of the a/foctation, we formerly 
fub{cribed, and fhall, in this critical junc- 
ture, and on all other occafions, do all 
that becomes Enghi/bmen and proteftants, 
in the ftations wherein the law permits 
us to act, in the defence and fupport of 
your majefty’s ‘perfon and government, 
under which we enjoy our civil and re- 
ligious liberties. 

‘TuatT the great God, by whom 
kings reign, may influence your majefty’s 
councils, defeat the wicked defigns of all 
yourenemies, give your majefty a happy 
meeting with the reprefentatives of your 
people ; grant your majefty a vigorous 
health and long life, for the defence and 


advancement of the protefant intereft, 


and the liberties of Europe ; and at laft 
conduct your majefty to a crown of im- 
mortal blifs and glory, is the hearty prayer 


‘aft Great Sir, 


oat mayefty’s moft loyal and 
Obedient fubjects. 


Kine William having -erfected his al- 


liances abroad, diffolvea the parliament, 
and f{ummoned a new one to meet Dec. 30, 
1702. at the opening of which he made 
™ laft moft memorable fpeech from. the 


throne, 
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throne, which was extreamly grateful to 
both houjes, as well as the whole nation ; 
and was anfwered the following days by 
addrefies and refolutions, which fhewed 
how unanimous they were in their fenti- 
ments for revenging the affront offered the 
nation by France. I fhall only mention 
one refolution of the houfe of commons 
of the 10 of Fanuary, viz. * That an 
« humble:addrefs be prefented to his ma- 
« jefty, that he will be gracioufly pleafed 
* to take care that it be an article in the 
* feveral treaties of alliance with his ma- 
‘ jefty, and other potentates, that no peace 
“ fhall be made with France until his ma- 
© jefty and the nation have reparation for 
* the great indignity offered by the French 
* king, in owning and declaring the pre- 
* tended prince of Wales king of England, 
‘ Scotland, and Ireland, 

In purfuance of the feveral loyal refo- 
lutions of both houfes, correfpondent to 
his majefty’s moft gracious intentions, for 
the honour, intereft, and fecurity of the 
nation, all neceflary preparations were 
making for a neceffary war; but before it 
broke. out, it: pleafed God to take away 
his majefty, and put an end to his glorious 
reign, which ended March 8, 1702. 

Ir was about this time Mr. David 
Ruffen publithed his book, intitled, Fawnda- 
mentals without a foundation; or, a true 
picture of the Anabaptifts, Mr. Stennet 
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foon anfwered him with fo much learn- 
ing and folid reafoning, that-his antagonift 
never thought fit to make any reply. 
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‘ In this performance, fays the author 
of his life, Mr. Stennet fhewed himfelf 
a thorough mafter of the controverfy ; 
and tho’ he had to do with an adverfary 
whofe plain defign was to reproach the 
primitive mode of baptifm, and to expofe 
the characters of thofe who adhered to 
it, as well as their principles ; and who 
had fhewn as little regard to truth as 
common decency, yet he conduéted his 
anfwer in fuch a manner, as not to dif- 
cover the leaft appearance of anger or 
refentment throughout the whole work ; 


and all along maintained that eafy and 


pleafant temper, mixed with fine turns 
of wit, which was fo natural to him. 


The End of the Tu1rp VoLuME. 
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DIODE A ARAVA VV 


NU MB. I. 
An orthodox CREED, 


I Articuie. 
Of the Effence of God. 


>E, verily believe, that there is Deut. vi. 4. 
% but one, only living and true a a ze. 
» God; whofe fubfiftence is in, 7" 7 
fi, ate . er. X; 10. 

, and of himfelf, whofe effence Bxod. iii. 14. 
cannot be comprehended by Pf. exlvii. 5. 
any but himfelf; a moft pure, fpiritual, He. ee 
or invifible fubftance 3 who hath an abfo= i." eas 
lute, independent, unchangeable, and infi- Col. i. ag: 
nite being ; without matter or form, Aés xvii. 28. 
body, parts, or paffions. TM SII Yes Oe 

‘ i *. Mal. ii. 6. 
For I am the Lord, I change not; God is youn wv. 24. 
a feirit. Now unto the king eternal, im-1 Tim. i. 17. 
mortal, invifible, the only wife God, be ho- Deut. xiv.12. 
| A nour 
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nour and glory, for ever and ever, Amen 
Ye beard. a Voice, but faw no fimilitude. 


Tanti ie I ere, 
Of the divine Attributes in God. 


Every particle of being in heaven and 
earth, leads us to the infinite being of 
beings, namely God, who is fimplicity, 

John v. 26. viz. one mere and perfect act, without 
es n 2+ 5 all compofition, and an immenfe fea of 
Exod. oe perfections ; who is the only eternal be- 
Ifaiah x]. 28.1ng, everlafting without time, whofe z= 
Pi. xc. 2.  menfe prefence, is always every where 
Heb a ‘7° prefent, having immutability without any 
+ Vil. 17. . . ° “<1 . 
James i, 17, alteration in being, or will 5 in a word, 
Mal iii. 6. God is infinite, of univerfal, unlimited, 
Num.xxili.19 and incompreben/fible perfection, mot holy, 
ee wife, juit, and good; whofe wifdom is 
PE. cxix. 6%, His juftice, whofe juftice is his holinefs, 
Deut.xxxii.g.and whofe wifdom, yuftice, and holinefs, 
Exod.xxxiv.6je himfelf! Moft merciful, gracious, faith- 
Taiah xli. 4. fal, and true, a full fountain of love, and 
Job ext ap es 2 : mies AT 
1 Kines vii. Who is that perfect, fovereign, divine will, 
27. the Alpha of fupreme being. 
Pf. cxlv. iii, [sat true, indeed, that God will dwell on 
the carth ° Bebold, the heaven, and heaven 
of heavens, cannot contain thee: bow much 
lefs this boufe which I bave built. Great is 
the Lord, and worthy to be praifed, and bis 
greatne/s is incomprebenfible. 


Til. 


Be ee EIN 8 6 


HI. ArtTic ue. 
Of the holy Trinity. 


In this divine, and infinite being, or 
unity of the Godhead, there are three1 John v. 7. 
perfons, or fubfiftences, the father, the John xv. 26. 
word, or fon, and the holy fpirit, of one eee 
fubftance, power, eternity, and will, each wate iit 6 
having the whole divine effence, yet the 17. : 
efience undivided. The father is of none, Join v. 17. 
neither begotten nor proceeding ; the fon ee 3 P 
is eternally begotten of the father; the Nat 
holy ghoft is of the father, and the fon, Heb. i. 3. 
proceeding. All zufixite, without begin- Gen. i. 2, 26. 
ning, therefore but one God, who is in- pena 8, 
divifible, and not to be divided in nature,; Cor x2 Ss 
or being, but diftinguifhed by feveralir. | “ 
properties and perfonal relations ; and we John xiv. 11. 
worthip and adore a Trinity in Unity, and peeiee 
a Unity in Trinity, three perfons, and but ,’p.. i! 1. 
one God; which doétrine of the TYinity, sCor. xiiir4. 
is the foundation of all our communion t John v. 7. 
with God, aud comfortable dependance a a 
on him. | = 

And there are three that bare record in 
heaven, the father, the word, atid the holy 
fpivit, and thefe three are one. Baptizing 
them in the name of the father, fon, and 


holy Ghoft, &c. 
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LV, ofe ee Amafean: 
Of the divine Nature, or Godbead of Chrift. 


Johnv. 20. We confefs and believe, that the Son 
i. 1,213.0f God, or the eternal word, is very and 
eiecds ad g, true God, having his perfonal fubfiftance 
17, ofthe father alone, and yet for ever of 
Col. i. 2,-9., himfelf as God 5 and of the father as the 
Mic. v.2. fon, the eternal fon of an eternal father 5 
| see °r E- not Jater in beginning. ‘There was never 
Matt ii. 6, any time when he was not, not lefs in 
Prov. viii. 22,dignity, not other in fubftance, begotten 
235 35. without diminution of his father that be- 
Phil. i. 6. gat. of one nature and fubftance with the 
tather; begotten of the father, while 
the father communicated wholly to the 
fon, which he retained wholly in himfelf, 
John xvi, 27, becaufe both were infinite, without iv- 
28. equality of mature, without divifion of 
r einen; effence, neither made, nor created, nor 
12,22. adopted, but begotten before al/ time; not 
Rev. i. 8,11. metaphorical, or fubordinate God; not 
Phil. ii. 6. a God by office, but a God by nature, co- 
ee 3e equal, coeffential, and coeternal with the 
Join xvii. ¢. father and the holy ghoft. 

viii. 58. “fe/us faid unto them, Verily, verily, Lfay 
Heb. xiii. 8. unto you, before Abraham was, Iam. Fefus 
Luke xx. 44. Chrift the fame yefterday, and to day, and 

for ever. David therefore calleth him Lord, 
bow is be then bis fou ? 


eR ARCE ON PE) RX, 


ViscAver na contr) 


Of the fecond Perfow of the boly Trinity, 
taking our flefb. 


We believe that the only begotten fons John v. 7. 
of God, the fecond perfon in the assed Sh ri. a 
Trinity, took todhimfelf a true, real, and ara Ay 
flefbly body, and reafonable foul, being con- Heb. ii. 16, 
ceived in the fulnefs of time, bythe holyt7, 
ghoft, and born of the virgin Mary,. and ee amar 
became very and true mam like unto us in}r- st xxvi. 
all things, even in our infirmities, fin 3s. 
only excepted, as appeareth: by his con-Lukeii. 6, 7. 
ception, birth, life, and death. He was, 35: 

’ Matt.i.18,20. 
of a woman, and by the power of the” yyii ae. 
holy ghoft, in a fupernatural and miracu-Gal. iv. 4. 
lous manner, was formed of the only Heb. iv. 15. 
feed, or fubjtance of the virgin Mary, in, 13214 

: Luke ii. 52. 
which refpect he hath the name of the gayi, 4. 
fon of man, and is the true fon of David Rom. i. 3, 4. 
the fruit of the virgin’s womb, to that Luke iii. 23, 
end he might die for Adam. eee 

Heb. vii. 14. 
Gen. xxvi. 17. Heb. 11. 16. 


MISHA nares Obl Es 
Of the union of the two natures in Chrift. 


We believe the perfon of the fon of 
God, being a perfon from all etervity ex- Heb. 14, 
ifting, did aflume the moft pure nature of A se oe 
man, wanting all perfonal exifting of its 
own, into the unity of his perfon, or 
yee) God- 


Matt. i. 20. 
Luke i. 35- 
Rouipines42 
Matt. i. 23. 
yTim.iii. 16. 


12S. 


John.x. 30. 
Vs 20,275 

&e. 

1 john iv. 9. 

Matt. ix. 6. 

John vii. 42, 
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Godhead, and made it his own; the 
properties of each nature being preferved, 
and this za/eparable and indiffolvable union 
of both natures, and was made by the 
holy ghott, fanéifying our nature in the 
virgin’s womb, without chazge of either 
nature, or mixture of beth, and of two 
natures is one Chrif}, God-man, or Imma-~ 
auel, God with us. Which myftery ex- 
ceeds the conception of men, and is the 
wonder of angels, one only mediator, 


fefus Chrift, the fon of God. 
VLES AUR ae ore 
Of the communication of “Properties. 


We believe that the two naturés in 
Chrifi, continue ftill diitinét in fubftance, 
properties, and aétions, and remain one 
and the fame Chri}: For the properties 
of the Godhead, cannot agree. to the 
properties of the manhood, nor the pro- 
perties of the manhood, to the properties 
of the Godhead; for as the Godbead or 
divine nature cannot thirit, or be hungry, 
no more can the manhood be in all, or 
many places at once. ‘Therefore, we be- 
lieve, the Godhead was neither turned 
nor transfufed into the manhood, nor the 
manhood into the Godhead, but both, the 
divine nature keepeth entire all his efien- 
tial properties to its felt, fo that the hu- 
manity 1s neither omnipotent, omniicient, 
nor omnipreient: And the human alfo 


keepeth 


three perfons, and but one eternal and Aas xxviii. 
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keepeth his properties, tho’ often that Aas xx. 28. 
which is proper to the one nature, ea 8. 
{poken of the perfon denominated from Jona “2 
the other, which muff be underftood by rh 
the figure /yuecdoche, viz. a part being 
taken for the whole, by reafon of the 
union of both natures into one perfon. 

Hereby perceive we the lcve of God, be-1 Johniii. 16, 
caufe be laid down bis life for us. 


VHL ARTICLE. 
Of the holy Spirit. 


We believe that there is one holy fpi- John. 7. | 
rit, the third perfon fubfifting in the fa- Matt. xxvin. 
cred trinity, ove with the father and fon, Cae Yi 
who is very and true God, of one fubftance Aas v. 4. 
or nature with the father and fon, coequal, 2 Cor.xiti13. 


coeternal, and coefféntial with the father! © xii. 6, 


and fon, to whom with the father and fon, fei. ; 8,9. 
almighty Ged, be by all the hofts of25, 26. 
faints and angels, afcribed eternal glory, lah vi 3. 
and Hallelujahs. _4imen. 


RRStA Ror rorer, 


Of Predeftination and Election. 


The decrees of God are founded on Ifaiah xIvi. 
infinite wifdom, and fituate in eternity, '° 
‘alle : a F Aédts xy. 18. 
and are crowned with infallibility, as tov 06. 
the event. Now predeitination unto life, Eph. i. on. 
is the everlafting purpofe of God, where~ Matt.xxv.34. 
by before the foundation of the Or Taha eel 
was laid, he hath conftantly decreed in bane. 


Hea’ his 
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Eph.i. 4. his counfel fecret to us, to deliver 
Rom. Xi 33-from curfe and damnation, thofe whom, 
Me tyra he hath chofen in Chrifi, and bring them 

1 Theff. i. 4.to everlafting falvation, as veflels made 
Tit. i.1.. to honour, thro’ Fefus Chrift, whom he 
Pet. 19, eleéted before the foundation of the 
[siah xlij. 1. World, and is called God’s elect, in 
Mat:.xii.17,whom his foul delighteth, being the 
13. jh. lamb foreordain’d, and fo, predeftinated 
a te unto the fuperlative glory of the hypo- 
oe " ftatical union. And this not for any fore- 
1 Pet. i. 1g. feen holinefs in his human nature, fith all 
Johni.14. that did flow out of the hypoftatical 
eee 16 union,. being elected _of mere grace, as 
ie pel are all the members of his myftical body. 
Pf. Ixxxix.23, And God the father gave this his elected 
See and beloved fon, for a covenant to the 
ati 16. people, and faid, that bis covenant pbali 
: SP » fand faft with bims; and bis feed jball en- 
Boman 24, dure for ever. And albeit God the father 
25. -  ° be the efficient caufe of all good things 
: Cor.viii 33 he intended to us, yet Chrifé is the merit- 
Eph. ii. 8,9, 198 caufe of all thofe good things God 
is intended to us in election, viz. repen- 
Heb. vii. 14. tance, faith and fincere obedience to ali 
x. 5,6,6%¢.God’s commandinents. And fo God the 
ee father, that he might, bring about the 
Gen. ii. 21,- eternal falvation of his elect, chofe the 
&e, man Chrijz, with refpect to his human 
Wv.t.  rlature, out of the fallen lump of mankind, 
‘, Which in the fulnefs of time, he made of 

19. a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
Luke i. 35. thofe that were under it; that we might 
aM ed ii, $-receive the adoption of fons. And tho’ 
2 Chrift came from Adam, as Eve did, yet 
&e not by Adam, as Cain did, viz. by natu- 
rai 
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yal propagation. ‘Therefore without any Ifaiah xlix. 6, 
ftain of fin, and this fecond Adam, being &* 
by God’s eternal decree, excepted out ote ey 
the firft covenant, as being neither Gody Cor. if rs, 
the father, who was juftly offended, nor 1 Theff. i. 5. 
yet finful Adam, who- had offended him Jobniii. 18, 
in breaking of it. Therefore Chrift, the 3° 
fecond Adam, was a fit mediator betw ee 
: b) , CUWCEN Gal, iii.8, 11. 
God and man, to reconcile both in him phil: iii. 9. 
felf, by the fhedding and fprinkling ofRom. Vv. 1, 2. 
his blood, according to God’s eternal 

purpofe in electing of Chriff, and of all 

that do, or fhall believe in him, which 

eternal election or covenant tranfaction 

between the father and fon, is very con- 

fiftent with his revealed will in the gof- 

pel; for we ought n dt to oppofe the grace 

of God in electing of us, nor yet the 

xrace of the fon in dying for all men, and 

fo for us, nor yet the grace of the holy 

ghoft in propounding the gofpel, and 
perfuading us to believe it. For until we 

do believe, the efleéts of God’s difpleafure 

are not taken from us; for the wrath of 

God abideth on all them that do not be- 

lieve in Chriff for the actual declaration 

in the court of confcience, is by faith as 

an inftrument, not for faith as a meriting 

caufe: for Chrifi is the meriting caufe of 

eternal life to all that believe, but not of 

God’s will to give eternal life to them, 

nor yet of God's decree to fave us, albeit 

we are chofen in Chri/i betore the founda- 

tion of the world. Now faith is necef-1 Johniv. 9, 
fary as the way of our falvation, as an in-!° 19. 


5 : - Heb. xi. 6 
ftrumental caufe: but the active and Pat hh i ee 
jive ; 
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Aas xiii. 39. five obedience of Chri/i, is neceffary as. 
Xn 28: a meriting caufe of our falvation; thére- 
ae fore God’s eternal decree doth not Op- 
ee. pofe his revealed will in the gofpel, it 
John vi. 40. being but one, not two diverfe or contrary 
1Tim.ii. 3,4-wills, For his decree as king, decreeth 
ee ies the event, or what fhall be done inial! bly; 
Job xlii. 2. but his command as a Jawgiver, fheweth 
Tfaiah xxxiii. Set what fhall be done, but what is the 
22 eieiy, y of man to do, and leave undone. 
ate eee Tctoce God hath, we believe, decreed; 
Ads xvi. 31, that faith as the means, and falvation as 
Ifaiah xiv.24.the end, fhall be joined together, that 
Pi.cxv.3. where one is, the other muft be alfo, for 
ae "Ts itis written, 4e that believeth fhall be faved ; 
Ixxxix. 30, alfo, believe ix the Lord “Fe/us Chrift, Gan 
31, &c. thou foalt be faved. Now here is a great 
myftery indeed, for God fo adminittreth 
his abfolute decree that he leaveth us 
much place for~an efficacious conditional 
difpenfation, as if the decree itfelf were 
conditional. 


at A Rv Dh ine 3.1 Ge 
Of Preterition or Reprobation. 


_ We do believe, that knowa unto. God 

ars all his works from eternity ; therefore 

Acro ar. 18. he torefaw Adam’s fall, but did not de- 
cree! it, . yet forefeeing it in hts eternal 

counfe 1 and migomss did eleét and chufe 

jerus Cbrift, and all that do or thall be- 

oe in him, out of that fallen lump of 
snankind, And hath manifefted his love 

und arace by “fe/us Chri/t, his elect or be= 

loved 


APPENDIX. It 


Joved fon, thro’ the gofpel means, to all; 

and hath given us: his word and oath, to 

affure us that he defires not the death of 

the wicked, but rather that they repent, Ezek. xviii. 
or return to him and live, and if any do 23, 32. 
perifh, their deftruction is of themfelves: 77 yin 1” 
and hath decreed to punifh all thofe erie 
wicked, or ungodly, difobedient, and un-2 Theft. i. g, 
believing or impenitent finners, that have, !- 4. 12. 
or fhall defpife his grace, love, and woings, 

or ftrivings of the holy ghoft, or long- Heb. x. 26, 
fuffering, whether by a total and conti-S+ 

nued rejection of grace, or by an univer~ Ifa. xxx. 33. 
fal and final apoftacy; and fuch perfons, EAE RCEE 
fo living and dying, fhall be punifhed Mark ix. 45, 
with everlafting deftruétion in hell fire, 4°. 
with the fallen angels, or devils, and fhall/"°° * 

be fixed in an irrecoverable ftate of dam- 

nation, irrevocable under the wrath of Matt.xxv.41, 
God, they being the proper objects of it 5 46. 

and fhall remain under his: inexpreflibic Rey, gx. 13. 
wrath and juftice, in inconceivable tor- 14. 

ment, foul and body, to all eternity. 


Dare ye “EMC wy EY 
Of Creation. 


In the beginning it pleafed god the father, Gen. i. :. 
fon, and holy ghoft, according to his eter- = sas 
nal, and immutable decree, for the mani- pep. xj. 3. 
feftation of the glory of his eternal power, Col. i. 16. 
wifdom, and goodnefs, to create, or make Geni ip lees 
out of nothing, the world, and all things,,. 7 0. 
therein, whether vilible or invilible, and yi) 31, 32. 


created man male and female, with aRev. vi, 9. 
Gefhly Lok xxin.46, 
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Ads. vii. 59. flefbly body, and a reafonable, and inyi- 
cute 27 fible, or fpiritual, angelical, and immor- 
Eph. iv. 24. tal foul, made after the image of God, 
Roin: ii. 14, in knowledge, righteoufnefs,. and true 
15. holinefg, having the law written in his 
Dee cal heart, and power or liberty of will to fulfl 
ii, £6, 17.1t, yet mutable, or under a pofhibility 
of tranfgrefling, being left to the liberty 
of their own will, which was fubjeét to 
change; and alfo gave them command 
not to eat of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, and while they kept this 
command, they enjoyed moft happy com- 
munion with God, and had dominion 
over the creatures. And all this wonder- 
ful work of creation, both in heaven and 
in earth, was finifhed in the fpace of fix 
ai; ‘days, and all.very good, and altho’ reafon 
cannot conceive nor comprehend it, yet 
God’s word hath plainly revealed it, and 

faith believes it. | 


Gen. 1. 1, 2 


SIPS AL arr Dry. 
Of Divine Providence. 


Heb: i. 5. ‘The Almighty God, that created all 
Job xxxviii. things, and gave them their being, by 
ia his infinite power and wifdom, doth fuf- 
Dh exewy, ¢, tain and uphold, and move, direct, dif- 
6. pote, and govern all creatures and things, 
Matt. x. 19, from the greateft to the leaft, according 
ise. to the counfel of his own good will and 


Pi lcweon cies 


Coh. i. 21, Pleafure, tor his own glory, and his crea- 


tures good. 


SAREE 
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XL Artrere. 
Of the firft Covenant. 


The firft covenant was made between 
God and man, before man had finned int 
eating of the forbidden fruit, in which 
covenant God required of man perfect 
obedience to all the commands thereof, 
and in cafe he did fo obey he promifed Hof. vi. 7. 
to be his God. And on the other part, Vili. 1. 
man promifed to perform entire and per=7 "01" 
fect obedience to all God’s holy com-” ° *?” 
mands in that covenant, by that ftrength 
wherewith God endowed him in his firft 
creation; by the improvement of which 
he might have attained unto eternal life 
without faith, in the blood of the media- 
tot of the new covenant of grace; but 
hie finning againft this covenant, which 
confifted in two roots, viz. To love God a=Matt. xxii. 
bove ail things 5 and his neighbour as bim-37» 49. 
felf; it being ‘the fubftance of that law pon di. 145 
which was afterwards written in twoGen, iii. 12. 
tables of ftone, and delivered unto Mo/és 13. 
upon mount Sizai, and fell under the jut Dent. xxix, 
fentence of eternal death, which was the ne ee 
punifhment that God had appointed fOr Ron, - en 
the breach of it. And under this righte-32. 
ous judgment of God, Adam and hig na= 
tural pofterity, had for ever remained, as 
the fallen Angels do, had net God of beh 1S 
infinite grace and love, provided his fon, , 
to take unto himfelf our naru re, and fo he- Rom. ¥. 12. 
came a fit mediator between Go . the fp ii! 

ai Od. 
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ther, who was offended, and man, who 
had offended him in breaking his holy 


law and covenant. 
LW Btn Tks ee 


Of the fall of man, of his fin, and of the 
 puni foment thereof. 


The firft man 4dam, in eating volun- 
tarily of the forbidden fruit, incurred the 
curfe of God upon himfelf, and all his 

Rom. v. 12, Polterity, that came of him by natural 
i ’ ‘propagation, wiz. corporal and fpiritual 
Gen. iii.10, death, in body and foul eternally; but 
iz. this covenant was not only made’ with 


yee il. ‘+3 him, but with his feed alfo, which fhould 
om. V. 15, 


Tews def{cend from his loins by natural genera- 
Heb. vii. 9, tion; he ftanding as a publick perfon 
"to. in the ftead of all mankind. And, as St. 


eS / 5: Paul faith, by Lim came fin, and death by 

pa my 5* fin, 8c. and fo deprived himfelf and all 

Jamesi.ig. his pofterity, of that original righteouf= 
nefs, which God created him in. 


Meith TE RC Laks 
Of original, or birth; fin 


Romi. vii. 2t. Original fin, is the fault and corruption 
Gen. vi. 5. of the nature of every man, that naturally 
ec defcendeth from dam by natural genera- 
Gen. y.3. ticn, by means of which, man has not 
Jer. xvii. g, only loft that original righteoutnefs, that 
Pili. 4,5. God created him in, but is naturally ine 


Job. iv. 40g Cee ah vst Soke 
- pt - Osa! Manner \ eS b, cS = 

Galani6 red ined to.all manner of evil, being con 
ceived 
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ceived in fin, and brought forth in ini- z Cor. xv.22. 
quity; and, as St. Paul faith, the- fle(h Rom. vi. 23. 
lufieth° againfg the fpivit. And therefore Ge: 17- 
every man juftly deferveth God’s wrath, eae a 
and damnation. And this concupifence, Gal. iii. 10. 
or indwelling Juft, remaineth even in the Bom. vii. i7, 
regenerate, that they cannot love nor?!’,??: 
obey God perfeétly in this life, according Gal Hee 
to the tenour of the firft covenant. Prat nes 

Matt xii. 33. 

RVGSV AR PCL EY 


Of the new covenant of grace. 


The firft covenant being broken by Deut. xxvix 
mans difobedience, and by his fin, he was26. 
excluded from the favour of God, and Col 13- 

io ie . Ps tres BE? OTs Ad 

eternal life, in which deplorable condition John iii. 16. 
of his, God being pleafed, out of his free Jer. xxxi. 31, 
grace and love to fallen man, in order to32-_ 
his recovery out of this finful and de- om "23s 
plorable eftate, hath freely offered him aGy) jiias,or. 
fecond, or a new covenant of grace, Rom. iii. 31. 
which new covenant of grace is “fe/us Heb. vin. 7. 
Chrift, in remiffion of fins, thro’ faith in ease oe 

seat heed 2 . Luk. xxiv.47. 
his blood, which God hath promifed toppy” i. 7. 
give to all them that do obey and fubmit pf. xx. 3. 
to the conditions of this covenant, which Att x. 43. 
covenant of grace, and eternal falvation 9°19", 
annexed to it, 1s freely and fully oflered — jj. ,.4,38, 
unto all men, upon the terms of the gof=Mark. i. 15. 
pel, viz. repentance and faith. And the Gal. ill. its 
benefits of this covenant, by God’s free i Esai 
grace, thro’ the redemption that is injg yi. 6. 
Fefus Chrift, whom God has fet forth to Rom. iii, 23, 
be a propitiation thro’ faith ia his bluod,&> 

ty 
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A&s x: 43. to declare his righteoufnefs for the re~ 

Ha, xciii. 11- miffion of fins that are paft thro’ the for- 

Rom. ¥- 9: bearance of God, that he might be jutft, 
- 20. . : Ps : 2 ae 

Gal, iii. g, and the juftifier of him that believeth in 

ii16. Yefus. ‘Therefore, wé conclude, that a 

Rom. v. 10, man is juftified by faith, without the deeds 

Mite it of the law; for by faith we receive that 

att. 111. 4 

2 Cor. v.21. righteoufnefs that the law, or the firft 

Cor. i. 30. eovenant, required of the firft Adam ; 

which righteoufnefs Chrift hath fulfilled 

in our nature which he took of the vir- 

gin Mary, by his active obedience, and, 

is, by God’s tree donation, made over to 

us by imputation; for he hath made him 

to us wifdom, righteoufnefs and fanétifi- 

cation. For a8’ by one man’s difobe- 

dience, many were made finners, fo by 

the obedience of one, that is Cbrift, 

fhall many be made righteous. For Chri/t 

hath not only fulfilled the fanction of the 

law, viz. ‘To love God with all his heart, 

. and his neighbour as himfelf, but hath 

Gal. iii. 13. alfo voluntarily fuffered the curfe of the 

t Pet. ii. 24. law, being made a curfe for us, that we 

i lil. 6,7» might receive the blefling of Abraham, 

Phil.ii.7,8. and the promife of the {pirit {thro’ 

Gal. iii. 13, faith in his blood. And now, albeit the 

14 effential righteoufnefs of Cbrift, as ‘he 

hee a a is God equal with his father, be not im- 

Rom.v.1g, puted unto us, nor yet his perfonal 

Gal. iv.6, 7. righteoufnefs, as he was or is man, only, 

Rom. iv. 3,4, yet we believe his mediatorial righteouf- 

23. 002528 nels, as God man, is imputed, reckoned, 

7° or made over to us, upon the terms of 

this new covenant of grace; and {o being 

juttified by his grace, we are thereby 


mace 
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made heirs according to the hope of e= 
ternal life: for, as St. Paul faith, If 
righteoufne/s come by the law; then Chrift ts 
Bead in vain. 


AVILA prt ox £, 
Of Chrift and bis mediatorial Office. 


It pleafed God, in his eternal purpofe, Zech. vi. 12, 
to chufe and ordain the Lord ¥e/us Chrift, EAE 
his only begotten fon, according to the prixyxix 2g. 
covenant made between them both, to be _ cix. to. 
the alone mediator between God and Gal. iii. 19, 
man, wz. God the father, who was byi?., . 
Adan’s fin juttly offended, and Adam, * ier 
our common parent, the perfon offend-1 Tim. ii. 5. 
ing. Now in order to reconcile God to Job ix. 33. 
man, and man to God, who were at aj” Aaa D 
‘ : etwixt u5,&e. 
diftance, Chrift Fe/us, the fecond perfon ga, iii. 16. 
in the trinity, being very God, of the Gen. iii. 16. 
fame fubftance with his father, did, when !Chron. xvii. 
the fulnefs of time was come, take unto"! 
him man’s natyre, with all the effential 
properties, and common infirmities, fin 
only excepted, being made of a woman, 
of the feed of Abraham and David; and 
altho’ he came trom Adam, and had tru- 
ly the nature of man, yet not by Adam; 
and the perfon of Chrijf took our nature 
into union with the divine nature, but he 
did not take the perfon of Adam which 
finned, therefore we believe he was neither Luke i. 35. 
the covenantee, nor yet the covenanter, eee 26.. 
and fo, by confequence, neither the cre- 72)" a 
ditor nor the debtor. And being com- yi, 1) se, 
cerned 
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Eph. ii. 14. cerned by this office or appointment of the 
Pf. xlii. 1, © father to make peace, it plainly appears, 
UF ca. vate tabehe is the only fit mediator between — 
ous Lito. ' God and man, who is very God, and very 
Pf. xlv.7. man; yet one Chrift, who was fanctified, 
Vaiah Ixi. 1. and anointed with the holy fpirit above 
ea ae _ meafure, and was fuperlatively and ad- 
John v.22, Mirably fitted-for, and called unto this 
a7 office by his father, wha put all judg- 
Kom. x.4- ment into his hand, and power to exe- 
Gal iii, 15) cute the fame, and he willingly under- 
Lukexxii.g4,took the fame; and being made under 
45. the law, did perfectly fulfill or keep it, 
Maiah liii.16,and underwent the punifhment due to us, 
1 Pet. gi. 24, Which we fhould have fuffered; our fin, 
Matt. xxvii, and the punifhment of it, being reckoned 
462 il, or imputed to him, he being made a curfe 
xxvi.37,38. for us, and underwent and trod the wine- 
at *ule 285 prefs of his father’s wrath for.us, in do- 
Luke xxiv. 7,!orous pangs and agony of foul, and pain- 
John xx. 25, ful fuflerings in his body, was crucified, 
ae dead, and buried, or remained in the ftate 
wk 9 *%of the dead, yet faw no corruption, 
Mark xvi.rg,and on the third day he arofe from the 
Rom. viii.34.dead, with the fame body in which he 
Matt. xxv. fuffered, with which he alfo afcended, 
Cito | and there fitteth at the right hand of his 
1:, father, making interceflion for his faints, 
and fhall return to judge men and angels 
at the end of the world. And the fame 
Lord Fefus, by his perfee&t obedience to 
the whole law, and facrifice of himfelf, 
which he, thro’ the eternal fpirit offered 
up unto God the father, hath fully fatif- 
fied the juftice of God, and reconciled 
him tous; and hath purchafed an ever- 


lafting 
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9 
lafting inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven, for all thofe that the father hath Eph. ii. 14, 
given unto him, and now, by a conti-&. 
nued act of interceffion in heaven, doth John xvii. 2. 
apply the benefits he hath purchafed ee aoe 
unto the elect. And in this office of A@s iii. 22. 
mediator, he hath the dignity of three Pf.xlv.5, &e. 
offices, viz Prieft, Prophet, and King ;4siv-11, 12 
allt which offices are neceflary for the 
benefit of his church, and without 
which we can never be /aved.' For, 
in refpect of our igvorauce, we ftand. 
in need of his prophetical office, and 
in refpect of our alienation from God, 
and imperfect fervices, and God’s wrath 
and juffice, we ftand in need of. his 
priefily office, to reconcile God to us, 
and us to God; and in refpeét of our 
bondage to fix and Satan, and averfe- 
nefs to return to God, we need his 
kingly office to fubdue our enemies, and 
deliver us captives out of the kingdom 
and power of fin, and preferve us to 
his heavenly kingdom. And thus, inz Tim. iv.1s. 
our nature, he living the life of the Col. i. 13,14. 
law, and fuffering the penalty ducite. 72" > 
us, continually prefents wus at the 
throne of ‘grace; fo is a moft won- 
derful and compleat mediator for his 
elect. 


By AVIUOI 
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Of Chrift dy. , for all mankind. 


Rom. v.s. God the father, out of his royal bounty, 
Matt. xx. 28.and fountain of love, when all mankind 
Rom. viii. 3. was fallen by fin, in breaking of the firft 
ee covenant of works made with them in 
24. Adam, did chufe Fefus Chrift, and {ent 
Heb. ii.9. him into the world to die for Adam, or 
1 Johnii. 2. fallen man. And God’s love is mani- 
eae 3+ feft to all mankind, in that he is not 
Heb. x. 12, Willing, as himfelf hath fworn, and abun- 
Ge dantly declared in his word, that mankind 
Mark xvi.16.{hould perifh eternally, but would have all 
Uphel Le to be faved, and come to the knowledge of 
6,7.  ° the truth. And Chriff died for all men, 
John.v.39,40.and there is a fufficiency in his death and 
Matt. xxiii. merits for the fins of the whole world, 
37a and hath appointed the gofpel to be 
Ve. 12. 
A&s xiii. 46, preached unto all, and hath fent forth 
48. his fpirit to accompany the word in 
‘order to beget repentance and faith: 
fo that if any do perifh, it’s not for 
want of the means of grace manifefted 
by Chbriff to them, but for the non- 
improvement of the grace of God, of- 
tered freely to them through Cbri/? in 
the gofpel. 


XIX 
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XIX ARTICLE, 


Of the agreement between the Old and New 
Teftament. 


The Gofpel, or new Covenant, was 
held forth, or preached to the fathers, 
from Adam to Chrift’s coming in the flefh, 
though it was revealed by fundry degrees, Gal. iii. 8. 
and in diverfe manners, in types and fha-Gen. xii. 3. 
dows, darkly; yet it was the fame pies: Iv. 2,3. 
pel, the fame Chrift, the fame faith forkind,  *"?” 
and the very fame covenant, that they “2 
were juftified and faved by, before Chrift 
took flefh of the virgin, that we have 
now, and is to continue to the end of 
the world. For as the church of the Heb. ix, x, 
ews, in their gofpel types, had a priett, and xi chapr. 
and an altar, and a lamb, and a fire, and 
without all thefe no facrifice could, or 
was accepted of God, then, nor now, 
without faith in the anti-type, Cdri/?, 
whofe human nature is the true lamb, 
the union of natures, the high prieft, the 
divine nature, thé altar, and the holy 
ghoft, the heavenly fire. And again: 
‘The blood fhed upon the brazen altar, Heb. ix. 14. 
may be applied to our juftification, and 
the fprinkling of it upon the incenfe altar, 
may be applied to the work of fancti- 
fication by Cbrifi’s fpirit, fprinkling his 
blood upon us. And the blood that wasEph. v. ii. 
carried within the vail, into the moft: Pet.i. z. 
holy place, is applied to our glorifica- 
tion in heaven. And as they had in 
oe their 
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their church the ark, a figure of Chrifi’s 
Heb. ix. 7, prefence, fo have we the promife of 
a his: prefence to the end. of the world. 
And as they had the tables of the old 
covenant or law, in the ark, fo have 
Matt. xviii, we the law fulfilled by Chri/i ; and meet- 
20. ing God in Chriff, it’s handed forth by 
Rom. ii, a1, Cori? now to us, as the only rule of our 
om. iil. 31- : 7 : : 
viii. 3, 4.fanctification and obedience through his 
x.4. grace. And as they had the mayna 
1 Johnii.6, to nourifh them in the -wildernefs to 
ee wy. 12.C4uaan 5 fo have we the facraments, to 
John xvi. 14,nourifh us in the church, and in our 
75% wildernefs-condition, till we come to 
heaven. And as they had the rod that 
corrected them; fo have we the church 
1 Cor. iv. 19,cenfures now to correct us, when we of- 
Se fend his Jaw; and their burnt offerings 
may be applied to Cbri/?, killing of o- 
riginal fin in us, and their fin offering 
may be applied to Cbrift, killing, or 
taking away our actual fins, and their 
peace offering may be applied to our 
reconciliation with God in Cbrif? by his 
fpirit, and fo’ all the reft ot thofe gof- 
pel-antitypes may be applied. And thus 
the Old and New Tettaments, like the 
faces of the Cherubins, look one toward 
another, and hold forth the felf-fame 

‘gofpel, falvation to them and us. 
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XX ART clip. 
Of Free-Will in Man. 


God hath endued the will of man with 
that natural liberty and power of acting 
upon choice, that it’s neither forced, nor. 
by any neceffity of nature determined, to Matt. xvii. 
do good or evil: but man, in the ftate12- 
of innocency, had-fuch power and liber- 
ty of will to chufe and perform that 
which was acceptable and well pleafing 
to God, according to the requirement 
of the firft covenant; but he falling from 
his ftate of innocency, wholly loft all 
ability, or liberty of will, to any fpiritual 
good, for his eternal falvation, his will Ecclef.vii.2g. 
being now in bondage under fin and S¢-Rom. v. By 
tan, and therefore not able’ of his own roped? a 
ftrength to convert himfelf nor prepare 
himfelf thereunto, without God’s grace 
taketh away the enmity out of his will, 
‘and by his {pecial grace, freeth him from 
his natural bondage under fin, meats 
him to will freely and fincerely, that 
which is fpiritually good, according toFph.ii.8, &.. 
the tenure of the new covenant of grace Phil. ii. 13. 
in Chrift, tho’ not perfectly, according to Aone wa ERS 
the tenure of the firft covenant, which” yi 2,, 
perfection of will is only attainable in the Eph. iv. 13. 
itate of glory, after the redemptiom, or 
refurrection of our flefhly bodies. 
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XXI -ArTa cx, 
Of Vocation and effecual Calling. 


Vocation, or calling, general, or com- 
mon, is, when God by the means of his 
word and fpirit, freely of his own grace 
and goodneis, doth minifterially acquaint 
mankind with his gracious good purpofe 

Matt. xi. 28. of falvation, by “fe/us Chrifi , inviting and 
poe os wooing them to come to him, and to ac- 
cept of Chrift revealing unto them the 
Tit. ii 1. golpel covenant, and thofe that with cor- 
Aas v.31. dial hearts do improve this common grace, 
: xl. 18. he in time worketh unfeigned faith, and 
om.vill. 28, - ; : ; 
nee fincere repentance in them; and by his 
xi. 5, 7. glace they come to accept of Ciri/f, as 
Fph.i.11, their only Lord and Saviour, with their 


pate, eg whole heart 5 and God becomes their fa- 
ees ther in Chri, and they being then effec- 


Rom. iv. 16. tually called, are by faith united to Fe/firs 
Chrift by grace unto falvation. 


SUCH Aer syiioine, 
Of evangelical Repentance. 


Titi 3,4, Unfeigned repentance, is an inward and 
NS ... _. true forrow of heart for fin, with fincere 
S137, 395 ; ~ a : 

2 Cor, vii, 10,contellion of the fame to God, efpecially 
IT. _that we have offended fo gracious a God, 
A&s xvii. 30.and fo loving a father, together with a 
hee & fettled purpofe of heart, and a careful 
ge, endeavour to leave all our fins, and. to 
Ezek.xviii.zolive a more holy and fandtified life, ac- 

cording 
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cording to all God’s commands. Or it isEph. ii. 10. 
a turning, or change of the whole man Rom.viii. 13. 
to God, with endeavour thro’ his grace, op bh 
to mortify the indwelling luft, or corrup- * 
tions, and obtain a great reformation both 

in the. outward and inward man, accord- 

ing to the will of God, and this repen- 

tance, for the nature of it, muft be con- 

tinued throughout the whole courfe of 

our lives, and is wrought in us by the John viii. 31, 
fpirit of God; by the miniftry of the law&-. 
and gofpel, in order to our obedience rosy Maas 
Chrift, or being baptized in his name, age iii, ah ; 
but this repentance unto life, is not 26. 
wrought without faith in the foul; for by i, 38. 
faith we receive that grace, that periects, aetee, oe 
or carrieth on the work of repentance in¢g,. 
the foul, from firft to laft. 


MenzOp 


DONTITM ACR Tarver E: 
Of juftifying, and faving Faith. 


Faith is an act of the underftanding, Rom. x. 14, 
giving a firm afient tothe things contain-17- 
ed in the holy feriptures. But juftifying xa S22) 
faith is a grace, or habit, wronght in the nas xxiv.r4. 
foul, by the holy ghoft, through preach-Pr. xix.7, &<. 
ing the word of God, whereby we are en- _¢xIx. 72. 
abled to believe, not only that the Meffias a eae os 
is offered to us, but alfo to take and ,(o,, ae - 
receive him, as a Lord and Saviour, and Eph. ii. 8.” 
wholly and only to reft upon Chrift, for Acts xxx1.3! 
grace and eternal falvation. {Pett ae 

Phil. iii. $,9 
OSL AGs vith. ts; 
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XXIV 4A porarke tor, 
Of Fuftification by Chiift. 


A@s xiii. 38, Juftification is a declarative, or judicial 
39° ~~ fentence of God the father, whereby he 
Rom.vill. 34) oF his infinite love, and moft free grace, 
35 23, @¢:for the alone and mediatorial righteoufnefs 
iv. 22, @¢.of his own fon, performed in our nature 
1 Cor.i. 30 and ftead, which righteoufnefs of God 
a helf i.3,4,man, the father imputing to us, and by 
A@sxv. 9. ftectual faith, received and embraced by 
Gal. v. 6. us, doth free us by judicial fenterfce from 
Rom. vii. 1- fin and death, and accept us righteous in 
C 1.05738: Chiff our furety, unto eternal, lite; the 
alii. 3, 46 otk ? ; 5 3 
John v. 24. active and paflive obedience of Chrij? be- 
Rom. iii. 22, ing the accomplifhment of all that righte- 
30. oufnefs and fufferings the law, or juftice 
y cae of God required, and this being perfectly 
Eph.i. 7, performed by our mediator, in the very 
Rom.v.g. nature of us men, and accepted ‘by. the 
x.4- father in our ftead, according to that 
oe .' 13 eternal covenant-tranfaction, between the 
€0.11.9, Cc. 
2Cor.v. 27. father and the fon. And hereby we have 
Hfaiah liii.1o, deliverance from the guilt and punifhment 
wh, of all our fins, and are accounted righte- 
ous before God, at the throne of grace, 
by the alone righteoufnefs of Chrift the 
mediator, imputed, or reckoned unto us 
through faith; for we believe there are 
fix neceflary caufes of man’s juftification, 
or falvation; wiz. Firff, The efficient 
caufe of our-juftification, is God’s free 
Rom. ii, 2g.grace. Secovd/y, The, meritorious caufe 
is 
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is the blood of Chrift.. Thirdly, The ma- Rom. v. 9. 


terial caufe is Chrifi’s adtive obedience. V. 19. 
Fourthly, ‘The imputation of Cbrift, his ug & 


-obedience for us, is the formal caufe.Eph.iat1,12. 
Fifthly, ‘The inftrumental caufe is faith. 

Sixtbly, God’s glory, and man’s falvation, 

is the final. caufe. Now we princi- 

pally apply the .frff and Jafi to God the 

father ; the fecond and third to Chrif? the 
mediator; the fourth and fifth to the blef- 

fed comforter, the holy ghoft ; hence it Matt. xxviii. 
is we are baptized in the name of the'9:_... 
father, of the fon, and holy ghoft, and sie eee 
fo we worfhip a trinity in unity, and unity $n 
in trinity. 


BOX VE TAY ReTarve'r B: 
Of Reconciliation, and Sonfbip by Chrift. 


Two privileges flow out of our juttifi- 
cation by faith in Chrift, viz, our recon- 
ciliation, and adoption, or fonfhip. Re- 
conciliation is a gracious privilege, where- 
by we that were enemies are made friends 5 
or, we that were enemies, rebels, and 
aliens, are received into favour, or brought 
near to God through faith in Chrift “Fe/us. 
And adoption is that power and privilege Romv.3,<-. 
to be the fons of God, through faith in Eph. i. 12, 
Chrift our furety, who being the eternal~* . | 
fon of God, became by incarnation our gay iv. 7) <.6, 
brother, that by him God might bring Rom, vni.16, 
‘many fons unto glory, according to hist7.  * 
eternal decree of preferving the human oe ie 
nature of Cbrift, that it never fell in ~” 


Ad aii. 


£5. 
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Matt.i. 18. Adam. And fo we are, by faith accord~ 

Heb. vii. 26. ing to God’s free grace, and Chrif’s pur- 

Rom. viil. 16, ¢ A : dathe. halen: 

es chafe, or redemption, and the holy fpi- 

; rit’s application of it to us, made heirs 
and joint heirs with Cori, our elder bro- » 
ther, of the fame kingdom, and ftupen- 
dous and unutterable glory, for ever and 
ever. 


XAXVECARTCElE. 
Of SanGification, aud good Works. 


Ezek. xxxvi. Thofe that are united unto Chri/? by 
a ay effectual faith, are regenerated, and have 
ane v.17. 4 new heart and fpirit created in them, 
1 John iii. 9.through the virtue of Chri/? his death, re- 
Tit. iii. 5. furrecétion, and interceflion, and by the 
ee v- 15-efficacy of the holy fpirit, received by 
“Tim digo faith, and are fanétified by the word and 
Phcx.3.  fpirit of truth, dwelling in them, by de- 
2Cor.x.4,5.ftroying and pulling down the ftrong 
v.17- holds, or dominion of fin and luft, and 
Lane ‘2 more and more quickned and ftrengthen- 
Heb. ill red in all faving graces, in the practice of 
Rom. vii. 20. holinefs, without which no man fhall fee 
ae ee lord. And this fanctification — is 
eee uo throughout the whole man, tho’ imper- 
~ “tect in this life, there abiding {till in the 
beft faints; fome remnants of corruption, 
which occafions a continual war in the 
foul, the flefh lufting againft the fpirit, 

and the fpirit againft the fleth; yet 
through the continual fupply of ftrength 
irom Chri/t, which flows from him to be- 
licvers by means of the covenant of grace 

or 
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or hypoftatical union with our nature, the 
regenerate part doth overcome, preifling 

after a heavenly life, in evangelical obe- 

dience to all the commands that Cbrift, 

their king, and law-giver, hath command- 

ed them in his word, or ‘holy fcriptures, 

which are the only rule, and fquare ofRom. vi. 14. 
our fanctification and obedience in all good Eph. iv. 15. 
works, and piety. And fith our only affift-7 mae er 
ance to good works, fuch asGod hath com= pr. exii. 1,” 
manded, is of God, who workethinus both xix. 48. 
to will and to do, we have no caufe to John xv. 4,6. 
‘boaft, nor ground to conclude, we cite es 
any thing thereby, we receiving all ofppjy. if. 12. 
free and undeferved grace, and when we z Cor. iii. 5. 
have done the moft, yet we are unprofit- Job ix. 2, 3, 
able feryants, and do abundantly fall fhort ;7°° 
and the beft duties that we can now per-Gal. ii. 16. 
form, will not abide the judgment of Jemesiig,1o. 
God. Neither do any good works oer 
whatfoever, that are done by unregene- Te, Xt. oA 
rate men, or without faith in, and love to Poy, viii. 17. 
Chrift, pleafe God, or are accepted of1Cer. xvi.2>. 
him. Yet good works are of great ad-Jamesi. 13, 
vantage, being doné in faith, and love,Giy 4,2, 
and wrought by the holy fpirit, and are John iv. 14. 
to be done by us, to fhew our thankful- v.26. 
nefs to God, for the grace of the new ci oe 
covenant by Chriff, and to fit us more and j,.7°" ** ze 
more for glory. And in this fenfe the Heb, xii. 28 
ten commandments, as handed forth by2z9. __ 
Chrift the mediator, are a rule of life to a! Cor. xur2, 
believer, and fhew us our duty to God}, ,,. 
and man, as alfo our need of the grace : 


of God, and merit of Chrift, 
PO Qeit 
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Mo Vi Le At es: eed: fee 
Of Baptifm, and the Lord’s-fupper. 


Thefe two facraments, viz. Baptifm, 
and the Lord’s-fupper, are ordinances of 
politive, fovereign, and holy inftitution, 
appointed by the Lord “e/us Chrift, the 

Matt. xxviii. only lawgiver, to be continued in his 

19, 20. church, to the end of the world; and to 

1 Cor.xi.26-be adminiftred by thofe only who are 

“*™ rightly qualified, and thereunto called, 
according to the command of Cbri/. 


XH VATA Ree -CairEs 


Of the right fubje#, and adminifiration of 
holy Baptifm. 


Baptifm isan ordinance of the new. 

teftament, ordained by “fe/us Chrift, to be 

unto the party baptized, or dipped, a 

fign of our entrance into the covenant of 

Rom. vi.3, grace, and ingrafting into Cbri/t, and into. 
the body of Chriff, which is his church 3 

1Cor. xi. 13-and of remiffion of fin in the blood of 
pres? Chrift, and of our fellowfhip with Chrift, 
Matt. iii. 11, #9 his death and refurreétion, and of our 
AGsii. 38. living, or rifing to newnefs of life. And 
Rom.vi.t; orderly none ought to be admitted into’ 
se xxviii, the vitible church of Chit, without being 
firft baptized 5 and thofe which do really 
A&s viii. 37. profefs repentance towards God, and faith 
Matt. ii. 6. in, and obedience to our Lord ¥efus 
Heb. vi. 1, 2. Chrift, 
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Chrift, are the only proper fubjects of this A&sii. 37,38 
ordinance, according to our Lord’s holy Vili; 35,36, 
inftitution, and primitive practice; and Se 
ought by the minifter, or adminiftrator, 

to be done in a folemn manner, in the 

name of the father, fon, and holy ghoft, Matt. xxviii. 
by immerfion or dipping ‘of the perfon Ee dees 
the element of water; this being neceflary ae wk Zaks 
to the due: adminiftration of this holy” iii. 22, 23. 
facrament, as holy fcripture fheweth, and Marki. 9,10. 
the firft and beft antiquity witneffeth for 

fome centuries * of years. But the popith 

doctrine which they teach and believe, 

that thofe infants that die without bap- 

tifm, or have it not aéually, or in delire, 

are not,-nor cannot be faved, we do not 

believe. Nor yet their practice of ad- 

mitting perfons only upon an implicit 

faith of the church, nor their fuperftitious 

and popifh ceremonies of falt, and fpittle, 

and breathing on the face of the party 
baptized, together with their chrifoms 

and hallowed lights +. Neither do we 

believe, that infants dying in infancy, 

without baptifm, go to purgatory. or lime 

bus infantum, as they erroneoufly teach. 

Nor do we believe, that the Pope of 

Rome, or any other perfons whomfoever, 

have power to alter, or change, this ordi- 

nance of Chrifi, as they have done by 

this fuperftitious, and fuch like idolatrous 
inventions and practices of the Romift 

church. All which fuperftitions of theirs, 


¥* See Mr. H. Danvers his Treatije of Baptifn. 
t+ See the Popilo Catechifiz, p. 184, &c. 


are 
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are contrary to Chri/?’s inftitution, or the 
apottles practice of holy baptifm. 


SOX XS Armin nic ices 
Of the invifible catholick Charch of Chrift. 


Heb, xii. 22, ‘There is one holy catholick church, 
PB es confifting of, or made up of the whole 
ss. number of the elect, that have been, are, 
Col.i. 18. or fhall be gathered, in one body under 
Eph. i.10,22.Chriff, the only head thereof; which 
v. 23, 26,church is gathered by fpecial grace, and 
Tenner the powerful and internal work of the 
Gal. ii. 28. fpirit; and are effectually united unto 
Pf Ixxii. 17. Chrift their head, and can never fall 
cil. 28. away: 
Rev. xiii. 8. 


XXX Ara its £: 
Of the catholick Church as vifible. 


Neverthelefs, we believe the vifible 
church of Coriff on earth, is made up of 
feveral diftin& congregations, which make 
up that one catholick church, or myttical 
body of Cdvi/?. And the marks by which 
fhe is known to be the true fpoufe of 
Chrift, are thefe, viz. Where the word of 
God is rightly preached, and the facra- 

Gal. iii. 26, ments truly adminiftred, according to 


oe Chrif?s inftitution, and the practice of 
Acts li. 41, Sone j Sy Saree 

cn the primitive church 5 having difcipline 
Eph. ii. 19, and government duly executed, by mini- 
Se. {ters or paftors of God’s appointing, and 


BS “" 73>the church’s election, that is a true con- 


ftituted 
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ftituted church; to which church, and Gal. iii. 1. 

not elfewhere, all perfons that feek for Eph. iii. 2r. 
eternal life, fhould gladly join themfelves. sts aylil ye. 
And altho’ there may be many errors in ee ie 
fuch a vifible church, or congregations Ren ii. ig 
they being not infallible, yet thofe errors. 
being not fundamental, and the church in peptone: 
the major, or governing part, being not reece 
guilty, fhe is not thereby unchurched ; Jam. iii. 13, 
neverthelefs fhe ought to deteé& thofew’. ; 
errors, and to reform, according toGod’s! Am!" 1 
holy word, and from fuch vifible church, é. 
or congregations, no man ought, by any Ads xx. 29, 


pretence whatever, fchifmatically to fepa-S* 
rate. 1Cor, xii. 25. 


XXXI ArTicreE. 
Of Officers in the Church of Chrift: 


The vifible church of Chri, being 
compleatly gathered and organized, ac- 
cording to the mind of Cdvift, confitts of 
officers and members; and the officers, 
appointed by Chrift, to be chofen by his 
church, for the peculiar adminiftration of 
ordinances, and execution of the power 
and duty Chrift hath enjoined them tothe 
end of the world, are thefe three, viz. 
* Bithops, or Meffengers ; and Elders, or 
Paftors ; and Deacons, or Over/eers of the 
poor; and the way appointed by Chri/f, 
tor the calling of any perfon fitted and 


* See the EIKQN BAZIAIKH. p. 149, #-p. 160. 
©, gifted 
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Aasi.20,&¢. gifted by the holy ghoft, unto the office 
xiii. 2, 3- of bifhop, or meffenger, in the churches, 
ae ate is, viz, hat he be chofen thereunto by 
vi.3,4.5,6.the common fuffrage of the church, and 
i. 23, 24, folemnly fet apart by fafting and prayer, 

&. with impofition of hands, by the bifhops 
“IV. 23. of the fame function, ordinarily, and 

XE7""  thofe bifhops fo ordained, have the go- 

oeress 9“ verament of thofe churches, that had 

aga fuffrage in their election, and no other 


a4 1? 
€ . * 
A a ordinarily ; as alfo to preach the word, 
EXKXANTLAY . 

or gofpel, to the world, or unbelievers. 
meoreve-zu- 


Sur, &c. And the particular paftor, or elder, in 
Suung; ipfs Vike manner is to be chofen by the com- 
per fuffragia, mon fuffrage of the particular congréga- 
&c.- tion, and ordained by the bifhop or mef= 
one ~ 3° fenger God hath placed in the church he 
itetee S 3 
Rev. ii. 1, 2, hath charge of ; and the elder, fo ordain- 
ee. ed, is to watch over that particular 
Matt. xxviii. church ; and he may not minifterially a& 
atk xvir6,12, any other church before he be fent. 
ark xviG, we. > ? 
AQsi. 22. neither ought his power, or office, any 
2 Tim. iv. 2: way to infringe the liberty, or due power, 
Aas xiv. 23. or office of his bifhop *, God being a 
ape: oe God of order, having ordained things 
7 ** moft harmonioufly, tending every way. to 
1Cor.xvi.16.unity. ‘The deacons are in like manner 
1 Tim. i. 3. to be chofen by election and ordination, 
ee ee and are in their particular congregations, 
Tit. ¢. to receive the charity and free benevo- 
Heb. xiii. 17.lence of the people; and the bifhops and 
1Cor.xiv. 33.elders fo chofen, and ordained, to the 
a “ % 2 work of God, ought to be enabled and 
1 Tim. iii, g,C4pacitated thereunto, by a fufficient and 
Ore 
1 Cor, ili. g. * Or overfeer, or fhepherd, 
honourable 
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honourable maintenance of the people 1 Tim. iii. . 
that chofe them, anfwerable to the dignity _iv. 6 16. 
of their places, and charge committed to 21'™ i” 5° 
them, without which they cannot dif; Cor. 2 ie 
charge their duty, as they ought to do, &. 
in ftudying to divide the word of God Phil iv. 15, 
aright, as St. Pau) advifeth Timothy, and San ae 
alfo to give themfelves wholly to it; andig. ie 
this maintenance is to be given out of the Gal. vi. 6,10. 
labours, profits, and eftates of the people, Devt: xxv. 4. 
b lit d : 7 2Cor. x1. 7,8. 
y equality, and proportionable to their? qin ji 
ability, in liberality, God having referved és. ze 
a portion for all his labourers, out of all _xi.13,&&. 
the members worldly goods and poffef- ae aoe? 
C. 
fions. ili. 14,05¢. 
. aa , he yn a 
GOlsive ta, 7-4 2W0ra Vill, 1256697, «2 Coneixiess 
6, Sa 


OX Pe Ret OLE 
Of Prayer, with laying ov of Hands. 


Prayer, with impofition of hands by Aas viii. 12, 
ey) P arte ta 
the bifhop, or elder, on baptized be-&. 
lievers, as fuch, for the reception of the aaa a 
holy promifed fpirit of Chrifi, we believe rep vi. 2.) 
is a principle of Cbrif?’s doétrine, and John xiii. 16, 
ought to be practifed and fubmitted toSe 
by every baptized believer inorder to re-, 077° 

: oar, hie a Eph. i.13,14. 
ceive the promifed fpirit of the father, Tim, i.’6. 
and fon. As ii.38,39. 


C2 XXXII 
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MOOK Fisker arenes 


Of the End, and vight Adminifiration of 
the Lord’s-[/upper. 


Luk. xxii17,, ‘The fupper of the Lord Fe/fus, was 
&e, inftituted by him the fame night wherein 
Matt: xxvi. he was betrayed ; to be obferved in his 
a &e _ church, to'the end of the world, for the 
isc perpetual remembrance, and fhewing forth 
Matt. xxviii. the facrifice of himfelf in his death; and 
20s for the confirmation of the faithful be- 
Gal. i, 1. Jievers in all the benefits of his death and 
refurrection, and fpiritual nourifhment and 

growth in him; fealing unto them their 
continuance in the covenant of grace, and 

to be a band and pledge. of communion 

with him, and an obligation of obedience 

to Chrift, both paflively and attively, as 

alfo of our communion and union each 

1 Cor. x. 16, with other, if the participation of this 
Cal ii holy facrament. And the outward ele- 
a“ T- ments of bread and wine, after they are 
fet apart by the hand of the minifter, 
from common ufe, and bleffed, or confe- 
crated, by the word of God and prayer, 
the bread being broken, and wine poured 
forth, fignify to the faithful, the body 
and blood of Chriff, or holdeth forth 
Chriff, and him crucified 5 and the mini- 
fter diftributing the bread and wine to the 
communicants, who are to take, or re= 
ceive, both the bread and wine at the 
1 Cor. xi. 27,hands of the minifter, applying it by 
oe faith, with thankfgiving to God the 
father, 
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father, for fo great a benefit, and: no un-Matt.xxvi.30 
baptized, unbelieving, or open profane, !O% ¥. 7-8, 
or wicked heretical perfons, ought to be 43, ;. 
admitted to this ordinance to protaneés;, ay. 
it. 

Neither is that popith dodtrine ofSee the sopie 
traniubftantiation to be admitted of, nor’, 
adoration of the unbloody facrifice of?’ ADR 
the mafs, as they call it, together with 
their denying. of the cup to the lairy, 
and many more idolatrous and {uperftiti- 
ous practices, decreed in the popifh coun- 
cils of Lateran and Trent. In oppofition Ib. p.197,&¢. 
to which, and fuch like idolatry of Rome, 

‘many of our worthy and famous antients, 
and renowned proteftants, loft their lives 
by fire and faggot in England, whofe See Mr. Fox's 
fpirits we hope are now in heaven, asBuk of Mar- 
worthy martyrs and witnefles of Cbhrift,9”* 
in bearing a faithful teftimony to this 
holy ordinance of their Lord and matter. 
Neither may'we admit of confubftantia- 
tion, it being not confonant to God’s word. 
Nor are little intants, that cannot examine 
themfelves, nor give account of their 
faith, nor underitand what is fignified by 
the outward figns of bread and wine, to 
be admitted to this facrament. ‘Though 
St. Aufiin taught fo from Sohn vi. 63. 
and many of the Greek churches fo believe 
and practife to this day. . And this holy 
ordinance ought to be often celebrated 
among the faithful, with examination of 
themfelves, viz. of their faith, and love, 
and knowledge of thefe holy and divine 
myfteries, left they eat and drink their 

C 3 own 
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1 Cor. xi. 18,9wn damnation, for prophaning of God’s 

Oe holy ordinance, as many, we fear, have 
done, and yet do at this day ; whofe hard 
and blind hearts the Lord in mercy open, 
if it be his bleffed will. 


XX AKLY A Rr tone 


Of the Difcipline and Government of the 
Church of Chrift. 


We believe that the great king, and 
lawgiver, Chriff, the univerfal and only 
head of his church, hath given to his 

Haiah ix. 6. Vilible church, a fubordinate power, or 

Mart. xxviii. authority, for the well-being, ordering, 

18. . and governing of it, for his own glory, 

Rev ii 3. and the church’s profit, and good, the 

1 Cor. v, 4. executive part of which derivative 

Heb. xiii. 7, power of difcipline and government, is 

ae committed to his minifters, proportionable 

to their dignities and places in the 

church, in a moft harmonious way, for 

the beauty, order, government, and e- 

dtablifhment of the fame, and confifteth 

in the exercife and execution of the 

cenfors, or rod of corre&tion, he hath 

Theft. iii. 6.appointed therein, tor the purgation, or 

1Thefl. v.12, pruning of the fame, in order to prevent 

> Cor. i, «, 1eandals and offences, both publick and 
2.Caor. tic ee 

Cae private. And in cafe of perfonal and 

private trefpafles between party and party, 

Lev. xix, 17, that the member fo offended, tell his 

18, ofience to his brother, between them 

alone; and if he fhall not hear him, to 

take one or two more; if he will not 

hear 
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hear him then, to tell it unto the church : Matt. xviii. 

And the minifters-of Chrift ought to re-15> & 

buke them fharply, that fin before Cheats eae sre 

in the church 5 and in cafe there be any Titi. eee 

wicked, publick, and fcandalous finners, 14. 

or obftinate hereticks, that then the church 

ought fpeedily to convene fuch her mem- 

bers, and labour to convict them of their 

fin and herefy, {chifm, and prophanenefs,- 

whatfoever it be; and aftér fuch regular Lev. xiii. 1, 

fufpenfion, and due admonition, if fuch 5“ * 

finners repent not; that then for the om" 
pent not; that then for the,, 

honour of God, and preferving the credit 2Thef. iii. 6. 

of religion, and in order to fave the fin- 

ners foul, and good of the church, in 

obedience to God’s law, to proceed and 

excommunicate the finner, by a judicial 

fentence in the name of Chrift and his 1Cor-v-40- 

church, tendring an admonition of repen= pi saa 

tance to him, with gravity, love, and aut, _ pans 

thority, and all this without hypocrify, 

or partiality, praying for the finner, that 

his foul may be faved in the day of the 

Lord; and under this fecond degree, of 

withdrawing, or excommunication, to ac- 

count him asa heathen, or publican, that - 

he may be afhamed. But upon the third Matt. xvii. 

and higheft aét of excommunication, it'”’ 

being a moft dreadful thunderclap of God’s tCor. xvi.22. 

judgment, it is moft difficult for any 

church now to proceed in, it being diffi- 

cult to know when any man hath finned 

the unpardonable fin, and fo to incur a 

total cutting off from the church. 
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XXXV ARTICLE. 


Of Communion of Saints, and giving to the 
Poor. 


Eph. iv. 5. All chriftians that have been baptized 
a ii, ae into one faith, and united in one true 
Eon 4,Vilible way of worfhipping the true God, 
ee, by Chrifi “efus our Lord, fhould keep 
1Cor. xii.12,the unity of the fpirit, in the bond of 
Atsiv. 2, Peace, feeing there is but one myftical 
1Cor. xi 46, body of Chri/f, and fhould have fellow- 
xii.4,5,€¢¢.{hip and communion in each other's fuffer- 
ings, or afflictions, for if one member fuf- 

fer, all are pained with it. Hence it is 

alfo they partake of each other’s gifts in 

great variety, which make the harmony 

of dependency on each other, feeing a 

need of every, member, for the publick 

ufe, and common profit of the whole, 

both in the private as well as more pub- 

lick, and folemn worthip of God’s houfe ; 

_, as alfo an intereft in each other’s goods 

+ Cor. vil. 9s and poffeffions, fo far as comports with 
Presxyiio6 necellity and charity,’ according to the 
Prov. xi.25. Charter privileges, or law of their king ; 
xix.17, and tho’ no equality, or property, be 
PRN pleaded for; yet the works of charity 
Eph. iv. 28, 294 mercy, muft be minded as a duty to 
iCor.xvi,1,2!end to the Lord, and pity and relieve 
iii. 14, 15.the Lord’s poor, meee laying out for 
ee 7» them, as God hath profpered us, accord- 
Matt xxv.ge ene to our ability in freedom, liberality, 
a and charity, according to ovr brethrens 
neceflity, whether fick, or in prifon, to 

vilit 
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vifit and relieve them, and not only with- 
in the church, but to all as we have op- 
portunity, and ability to be doing good. 


XXXVI ArTIcLeE., 
Of Perfeverance. 


Thofe that are effectually called, ac-Rom.viii. 28. 
cording to God’s eternal purpofe, being C2. iii. 14. 
juftified by faith do receive fuch a mea-/0h se a 
fure of the holy unétion, from the holy John xvii.12, 
{pirit, by which they fhall certainly per-2!. 
fevere unto eternal life. Xx 28529. 


Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. Rom. viii. 30. Rom, i, 17. 
DURE VAIL OA Rev tic. &; 
Of the facred Scripture. 


The authority of the holy fcripture:z Pet, i. 19, 
dependeth not upon the authority of any&* 
man, but eat upon the authority of Code i: ance 
who hath delivered and revealed his mind john xx. 30, 
therein unto us, and containeth all things 31. 
neceflary for falvation ; fo that whatfoever XI. 25- 
is not read therein, nor may be proved Mattxx1 29. 

z z John v.39,46, 

thereby, is not to be required of any man,,,_ 
that jt fhould be believed as an article of x. 35. 
the chriftian faith, or be thought requie | *V#. 12. 
5 b Wip eke 5 Prev. XXX. 5, 
fite to falvation. Neither ought we, fince , 

we have the fcriptures delivered to us Jothua i. 7. 
now, to depend upon, hearken to, or re= Rev. xxii. 18. 
gard the pretended immediate infpiratf+ Deut. xii. 3.2. 
- : . row I{aiah viii.2o. 
ons, dreams, or prophetical predictions,’ "p.. ;. ace 
by or from any perfon whatfoever, left we 2 John vii. 8, 

€ Qs 10. 
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Matt. xxiv. be deluded by them. Nor yet do we 
23,&. believe, that the works of creation, nor 
epee 4 7>the law written in the heart, viz. natu- 
1 Cor. i. 20, Tal religion, as fome call it, or the light 
&e. within man, as fuch, is fufficient to inform 
ii. 6,7, man of Chrift the mediator, or of the 
R ‘- way to falvation, or eternal life by him 5 
om.XxV. 4,5. : = 
xvi. 27,26, but the holy fcriptures are neceflary to in- 
116, @. ftruct all men into the way of falvation, 
Gal. v.22. and eternal life. And we do believe, that 
Re XI. 3% all people ought to have them in their 
= x. 145 We. mother tongue, and diligently, and con- 
1 Cor. xiv. 4, ftantly to read them in their particular 


9, Se. places and families, for their edification, 
Col. iti16. ‘and comfort ; and endeavour to frame 
2 Pet.ci. 26, es. : ; : 

a their lives, according to the direétion of 
Aés xv. 15, God’s word, both in faith and practice, 
16. the holy fcriptures being of no private 


pees! interpretation, but ought to be interpreted 
‘Aas xvii. 1, according to the analogy of faith, and is 
&e. the beft interpreter of itfelf, and is fole 

xviii, 28. judge in controverfy. And no decrees of 
popes, or councils, or writings of any 
perfon whatfoever, are of equal authority 
with the facred fcriptures. And by the 
holy fcriptures we underftand, the canoni- 
cal books of the old and new teftament, 
as they are now tranflated into our Englifh 
mother-tongue, of which there hath never 
been any doubt of their verity, and au- 
thority, in the proteftant churches of 
Chrift to this day. 

Then follows the names of the books of 
the Old and New Teftameut, as ackuowledg’d 
in all proteftant confeffions, after which follow 
thefe words : 

All 
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All which are given by the infpiration 
of God, to be the Rule of faith and 
life. 


XXXVI Articreg. 
Of the three Creeds. 


The three creeds, viz. the Nicene creed, 
Athanafius’s creed, and the Apojtles creed, 
as they are commonly called, ought 
throughly to be received, and believed. 
For we believe, they may be proved, by 
moft undoubted authority of holy ferip- 
ture, and are neceflary to be underftood 
of all chriftians ; and to be inftructed in 
the knowledge of them, by the minifters 
of Chrift, according to the analogy of 
faith, recorded in facred {criptures, upon 
which thefe creeds are grounded, and ca- 
techiftically opened, and expounded in all 
chriftian families, for the edification of 
young and old, which might be a means 
to prevent herefy in doctrine, and prac- 
tice, thefe creeds containing all things in 
a brief manner, that are neceflary to be 
known, fundamentally, in order to our 
falvation ; to which end they may be con- 
fidered, and better underftood of all men, 
we have here printed them under their 
feveral titles as followeth, viz. 

The Apoftles Creed. 

I believe in God the father*almighty, 

Ee. 


The 


43 


44 


As xv. 1, 
<9. 


Ads xv. 11, 
&Fe. 

Matt. xviii. 
20. 


Ads xv. 30, 
$i. 
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The Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the father al- 
mighty, &9¢. 

Athanafius his Creed. 

Whofoever will be faved, before all 
things, &c. 

I have omitted inferting the creeds at 
length, they being to be found in every 
common prayer-book, and oniy obferve, 
that upon the article in the Apoitles 
creed, be defended into bell; they thus 
comment, Not that he, to wit, Chrij?, 
went into the place of the damned, but that 
be went abfolutely into the ftate of the dead. 
See Dr. Ujber in his body of Divinity, 
p. 174, and Mr. Perkins on the creed. 


XXXIX ARTICLE. 
Of general Councils, or Affemblies. 


General councils, or affemblies, confift- 
ing of Bifhops, Elders, and Brethren, of 
the feveral churches of Chrift, and being 
Sea convened, and met together out 
of all the churches, and the churches ap- 
pearing there by their reprefentatives, 
make but one church, and’ have lawful 
right, and fuffrage in this general meet- 
ing, or aflembly, to act in the name of 
Chriff; it being of divine authority, and 
is the beft means under heaven to preferve 
unity, to prevent herefy, and fuperinten- 
dency among, or in any congregation 
whatfoever within its own limits, or jurif= 
diction. And to fuch a meeting, or af- 

fembly, 
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fembly, appeals ought to be made, in cafe 

any injuitice be done, or herefy, and 

{chifm countenanced, in any particular Matt. xviii. 
congregation of Chrift, and the decifive 1%: 19- 
voice in fuch general affemblies is thez-°" "+ % 
major part, and fuch general affemblies ° 

have lawtul power to hear, and determine, 

as alfo to excommunicate. 


XL ARTICLE. 


Of religious Worfbip, and the Sabbath= 
day. 


The light of nature fheweth there is a Rom. i. 19, 
God, who hath a fovereignty over all, but?® .. | 
the holy feripture hath fully revealed it; "> 
as alfo that all men fhould worfhip him 
according to God’s own inftitution and 
appointment. And hath limited us, by 
his own revealed will, that he may not be 
worfhipped according to the imaginations 
and devices of men, or the fuggeftions of 
Satan, under any vifible reprefentations1 Chron. xvi. 
whatfoever, or any other way not pre-29- 
{cribed in the holy fcriptures; and all re~ 3 Be AUE 
ligious worthip is to be given to the © xeyii, 7, 
father, fon, and holy ghoft, and to God xcix. 5. 
alone, not to angels, faints, or any other Deut. viii. 6. 
creature, and fince the fall, not without a?” ae 
mediator, nor in the mediation. of any Mark vii. 7. 
other but Chriff alone 3 nor is this wor-Pf. xcix. 8,9. 
fhipping of God now under the gofpel, On aatet- 
tied to any place, or made more accept-poy it 2 
ableby one place than another, Yet the Fxod. xxxiv, 
aflembly of the church, ought not to be 14. 

neglected 
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1 Cor. viii. 4. negle€ted by any. And in order to his 
Matt. xxviii. being worfhipped, and ferved, God hath 


Bilt wy tind inftituted one day in feven, for his fabbath 
ry, to be kept holy unto him, which from 


John xiv. 6. the refurrection of Chrift, is the firft day 
Gal. iii.9. of the week, which is called the Lord’s- 
Heb. 1x. '15- day, and is to be obferved and continued 
1 Tim. 11. 5. 3 =e 
Matt. xviii, to the end of the world, as a chriftian 
Fie fabbath, the laft day of the week being 
ery iv. 21. abolifhed. And this chriftian fabbath is 
vie ig, to be kept after a due and reverent man- 
Heb. x. 25. ner, in preparing of our hearts, and or- 
A@sii.4z. dering of affairs fo beforehand, that we 
Exod. xx. 8. may reft that day from worldly and carnal 
eerie *"l-1> employments, and frequent the folemn 
A&sxx.7. affemblies of the church, and in all pub- 
Rev. i. 10. lick and private duties of religion, as 
Uaiah Wwiil.13 hearing, meditating, and conferring, and 
ie Feading in, or of the holy fcriptures, to- 
Heb. x. 25. gether with prayer, publick and private, 
Rev.i.3. and in the duties of neceflity, charity, 
James i.23, and mercy, and not in any vain or world- 
ee ,. ly difcourfe, or idle recreations whatfo- 
Pf. cxix. 15. €VET- 

Zech, vii. 2. Luke xxi. 36. A€sxvi. 13, 16. Ifa. lvi. 2, 6. 


ALIVAR RI Gist 
Of publick and private Prayer. 


Matt. vi. 7. Prayer is an holy, religious, and facred 
fuse 20. 4 ordinance of God, and the duty of all 
Iisigh Iv. 6, mea to_perform, by the law of God ; 
Jer. xxix. 12,2d to God alone, and no other, whether 

x. 6,25. faint or angel, and in the nate of Chrift 


Pf. xxxii.6. the mediator, and in his name alone, and 
no 
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no other, whether faint or angel, or any Matt. xxvi. 
other creature. And that for all men¢4!- 


living, except they have finned the dimers XXX. 2. 


pardonable fin, both high and low ; eieetine | a 
cially for minifters and magiftrates. And John xiv. 13, 
not for dead faints, nor infernal {pirits. 1+ . 
And prayer isto be made in atongueun- 77: ae 
+236 
derftood by the people: And we ought :Tim. iit, 2, 
to pray for all things neceflary according 3. 
to the will of God in Chrift Fefus, in Gitas 16. 
folemn and reverent manner, every way). '7# 
fuitable and agreeable to the platform, or 2Theff iii. 1, 
manner of prayer, which Chrift taught hisz. 
difciples, and us, in his holy gofpel, ve IZ 55 
which is the only perfect rule of algo" "4 
iS ipbaa and by the afliftance of the holy Mate. vi. 6, 
pirit of God, without which we cannot@«. __ 
pray aright. And this religious worfhip Rom. viii. 264 
all men are bound, and required to ferve (Fhe v.19. 
God in, both publick and private, at leaf Im. xvii. 6s. 
two times a day, in all chriftian families, Jer. xviii. 14, 
by prayers, and fupplications, interceffi- 5+. : 
ons, and giving of thanks to God the pr abet 
father, in the name and mediation ofDan. vi. 10. 
Chrift Fefus our Lord. PL v. 253: 
Pf. iv. 15,16, 17. Zach. viii. 21. Phil, i. 4, 6. 
1 Tim. iv. 5. Tfaiahi.15. Rev. v. 8. 


XLII ARTICLE. 
Of publick Humiliation, by Fafting and 


Prayer. 


Publick humiliation, by fafting and Joeli. 14,15. 
prayer, is an ordinance of God, appoint- oe 134 
ed for his church and people. And thes Clk nate. 

being 3. 
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being an extraordinary duty, efpecially as 
it hath refpec&t to the church generally, 
or the nation as fuch, and therefore we 
muft have due regard to the grounds, 
ends, and manner, of its being perform- 
Lev.xxiil.27,ed; confefling of, and reforming from 
Sh .. _ fin, both in publick as well as private 
Ya Viti. 21. as 
ix. 4. fafts. Abftaining from our pleafures, as 
x.1. alfo our common food, in a fenfible and 
Neh. ix.1,2,real affliting of our fouls before the 
Fhaiah Iviii.2, LOLs or to feek to God by prayer and 
aiah lviii.3, — 4- aie 
» Se: fafting for fome fpiritual, or temporal 
Jonah iii.4,6, good, that God hath promifed us, or that 
&e.  __—-we ftand in need of having due regard to 
rama th God’s word and glory, in this folemn or 
és;,. ~~~ divine ordinance: 
2Sam. xii.21,22.  Efther iv. 16. 


SOT: GAvar Geiaieia at 
Of Family, or relative Duties therein 


Gen.xviii:19- Parents, and matters, are a fort of fub- 
1 5am. 23+ordinate governors, and rulers, in their 
rov.xxx,1t,refpective jurifdictions and families, in 
ee, their refpective relative places, according 
ita: 8 to their capacities, and opportunities ; 
>’. and are engaged from God’s word, to 
Col. iv.1, take the charge of their families, and 
Eph. iv. 25, rule and govern them according to the 
Se. ,.,, Word of God, both husbands, parents, 
‘+ mafters, and all others sodberied: in any 

fuch relation ; and by their godly and re- 

ligious example, inftruét their familiés ; 

they being found carefully keeping of the 
{abbath-day, in the holy and religious 

feryices 
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fervices of hearing the word preached, Joh. xxiv.1g. 
with publick and private prayer. Asalfo eae Mei 293 
requiring and inftructing their families Ret te. 
and relations, to follow their godly and Prov.i. 3. 
religious example, in the private and pub- Aas x.30,33. 
lick exercifes of religion; and calling! Tim. ii. 4. 
them to an account, how they fpend the; pnget 
fabbath, and other times, and merciesGen. xlxix. 
they enjoy; efpecially the reading of the 28, 29. 
{criptures, and hearing the word preach- Vee ie 
ed, with publick prayer with them, and | ¢-°"**™* 
for them, in order to a blefling for them, Prov. xxii. 6, 
and their families. The neglect of which ts. 
duty, or power of godlinefs, and religion ?Xings ii. 24. 
in families, is one main caufe of that 
wicked atheifm, and impiety in the world 
and families; and of the carnal luke- Prov. xxix. 
warmnefs, and ignorance in churches, to-3%.7":.. 

° 21M... 1g. 
gether with contempt of government ; 
becaufe many profeflors make fo little ace 
count, or confcience of performing any 
duty at home in their own families. 


XDLAV eA pet rc ius: 
Of Children dying in Infancy. 


We do believe, that all little children, tfiah vii. 16. 
dying in their infancy, viz. before they __ viii. 4. 
are capable to chufe cither good or evil, Z52m-*il-19, 
whether born of believing parents, or un-Byeke xviii’ 
believing parents, fhall be faved by they, &. 
grace of God, and merit of Chrift their 1 Kings xiv. 
redeemer, and -work of the holy ghoft, \3- ey 
and fo being made members of the in= 7°." ae 
vifible church, fhall enjoy life Seth ee Xxxi. 29. 

OT 30, 
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Deut. i. 39. for our Lord Fefus faith, of fuch belongs 


Matt. xix.13, ¢he kingdom of heaven. Ergo, we conclude, 


Mirk x. 13, that that opinion is falfe, which faith, 
‘tg...’ that thofe little infants dying before bap- 


tifm, are damned. 
SEVVA Rae Vee et 
Of the civil Magiftrate. 


Rom.xiii. 1, The fupreme lord and king of alt the 
Se. ~~ -world, hath ordained civil magiftrates to 
i Pei re De under him, over the people for his 
ane oe %.own glory, and the publick good. And 
2Sam.xxiii.3.the office of a magiftrate, may be accept- 
Pf.Ixxxii-3.4-ed of, and executed by chriftians, when 
Ixxil. 45 7- lawfully called thereunto; and God hath 
Ecclef, aa.82. 
Prov. xx. 18. given the power of the {word, into the 
Luke iii, 15. hands of all lawful magiftrates, for the 
Aas x. 22. defence and encouragemeut of them that 
1Chron.v.22-do well, and for the punifhment of evil 
Prov. xxiv. “d Acfise th . eae 
ie ian oers, and tor the maintenance of juitice, 
2 Pet. ii. 13, and peace, according to the wholefome 
17. laws of each kingdom, and common- 
qc ie wealth, and they may wage war upon 
Rom, xiii, 5, JUt and neceflary occafions. And fub- 
rTim.ii. 1,2. Jection in the Lord ought to be yielde 
Matt.xxii.17,to the magiftrates in all lawful things 


oT i 2e.g7, Commanded by them, for confcience fake, 
2 Sam xxi, With prayers for them, for a blefling upon 
16,17. ‘them, paying all lawful and reafonable 


xxiii, 15,16. cuftom, and tribute to them, for the aflift- 
ing of them, againft foreign, domettical, 
and potent enemies. 


XLVI 
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Cla V lee AeRet 1 CLE, 
Of Liberty of Con/cience. 


The Lord Fefus Chrift, who is king of tTim. vi. 15. 
kings, and lord of all by purchafe, and 4 pee. 
is judge of quick and dead, is only Lord sames th 
of Confcience; having a peculiar right Rom. xiv. 4. 
fo to bee He having died for that end, Aas v. 29. 
to take away the guilt, and to deftroy the eran ae: 
filth of fin, that keeps the confciences of bs ok 
all men in thraldom, and bondage, till Col. ii. 20, 
they are fet free by his fpecial grace.&% 
And therefore he would not have ata ee ee 
confciences of men in bondage to, or im- vos a 
pofed upon, by any ufurpation, tyranny, Deut. xii. 32. 
or command whatfoever, contrary to his Micah vi.6,7, 
revealed will in his word, which is*,. 4: 

2 . © 255 

the only rule he hath left, for the confci= ge, 
ences of all men to be ruled, and regu-Deut. iv. 17, 
lated, and guided by, through the ailift-19- 
ance of his fpirit. And therefore the’ Sine A 
obedience to any command, or dectesjceu, 0° 
that is not revealed in, or confonant to Rom.xiv. 10, 
his word, in the holy oracles of {eripture,12. 
is a betraying of the true liberty of con- on ee 
{cience. And the requiring of an IMP Cie sini 22. 
faith, and an abfolute blind obedience, 2 Sam. iii. 6, 
deftroys liberty of confcience, and reafon © 
alfo, it being repugnant to both, and that 
no pretended good end whatfcever, by 
any man, can make that action, obedience, 
or practice, lawful and good, that is not 
erounded in, or upon the authority of 

Dea holy 
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holy fcripture, or right reafon agreeable 
thereunto. 


XEVIDA RPrere: 
Of Marriage. 


Matt. xix.s, Marriage is to be between one Man, 
6. and one Woman; neither is it lawful for 
vee 24- any Man, to have more than one wife, 
Cor. vii. 36,808 for any woman to have more than 
Heb. xiii. 4, one husband, at the fame time. And it 
1 Tim. iv. 3.is lawful for all forts of peopie to marry, 
Exod. xxii. who are able of judgment to give their 
Ae ee confent. But marriage muft not be with- 
MAILS 50a oa . 

Lev. xviii, 6,in the degree of confanguinity, or affinity, 
ee. forbidden in the word, nor can any fuch 
2Sam.xiii.14-inceftuous marriages ever be made lawful 
pps Es ] f r confent of parti 

er y any law of man, o of parties, 
Deut.xxii.2g to live together as man and wife. And 
Eph. v.3. it is the duty of chriftians to marry in the 
1Cor. vil. 2. Lord, and therefore thofe that profefs 
Gen. vi the true religion, ought not to marry 
1Cor. vii. 39. With infidels, or idolaters, nor prophane 
Numb. xxv. wicked perfons in their life, nor yet with 


1, 2, | _ any that maintain damnable herefies. 
2 Cor. vi. 14, 


Se. 


SCE Vite rec ck. 
Of the Lawfulnefs of an Oath. 


Exod. xx.7. A lawful oath, is a part of religious 
Deut. vi. 13. worfhip, wherein the perfon fwearing in 
eapateee truth, righteoufnefs, and judgment, fo- 
Pf. xv. 4. lemnly calleth God to witnefs what he 


{weareth, 
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fweareth, and to judge him according to Zech. v. 4. 
the truth or falfenefs thereof. And we 2 Chron. vi. 
are to fwear by. no other name, but by ene 
the name of God only, when we are cal- if sui = 
led before a lawful magiftrate,upon a law- Matt. V. 34. 
ful matter, warranted by God’s holy Neh. xiii. 2s. 
word; and an oath is to be taken in the 7 Kins: cee 

lain and common fenfe of the words, Pr xxiv, 4. 
without equivocation, or mental referva-Heb. vi. 16. 
tion, in a folemn and reverent ufing of!*- xxiii. 10. 
God’s holy name ; and fuch an oath, we es ae 
believe all chriftians, when lawfully called Amos viii.s4. 
thereunto by the magiftrate, may take. James v. 12. 
But the foolith monattical vows of papifts, !Sam-xiv.29. 
and all idle and vain fwearing, is an abo- Fe ae 
minable, and wicked prophaning of theZeph. i. 5. 
holy name of God. 


KLIXS Alrerirics z, 


Of the State of man after Death, and of 
the Refurrection of the Dead. 


The bodies of men after death, return Gen. iii. 19. 
to duft, and fee corruption ; but their 44s xiii. 36. 
fouls, or fpirits, which neither die Bor ee eee 
fleep, having an immortal fubliftence, im- Puke xi Ps 
mediately return to God who gave them 3 2 Cor. v. i,6,° 
the fouls of the righteous being then®, | 
made perfect in holinefs, are received Phill. 3. 23. 

Fi 3 ? ; Smet LED, Xilu2 3. 
into paradife where they are. with Chrift, Juac 6. 
and behold the face of God in light and 1 Pet. iii. 19. 
glory, waiting for the full redemption of Luke xvi. 23, 
their bodies, and the fouls of the wicked7# 
; eran, COLA. 6.1, 
are caft into hell, where they remain in... 
torment and ucter darknefs, referved to1Theffiv.17. 


Des the 
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Job xix. 26, the judgment of the great. day. And 
cal befides thefe two places, for fouls fepa- 
ns *V- 421 vated from their bodies, the holy {erip- 
John v.28,29 ture mentions none. And at the laft day, 
Dan. xii. 2.” fuch of the faints as fhall be found alive, 
we *V- 21; fhall not fleep, but be changed, and all 
Rev. xx, ¢,6.the dead hall be raifed up with the felf 
A@sxxiv.15.fame bodies and none other, although 
Phil. iii. 21. with different qualities, which fhall be 
isi XIX. Iz gnited to their fouls for ever and ever, 
ae 37. but the bodies of the unjuft, fhall by the 
power of Chrift, as a fevere and juft judge, 
be raifed to difhonour ; and the bodies 
of the juft and righteous, by his fpirit, 
as he is head of the catholick church, 
unto honour, and be made conformable 
with his glorious body, and fhall enjoy 
everlafting lite; in finging perpetual 
praifes, and hallelujahs to God for ever 

and ever. Amen. 


DAR Pe eek 
Of the laft “Fudgment. 


Aas xvii. 31. And laftly, we believe, God hath ap-~ 
Joe ¥- 22, pointed a day, wherein he will judge the 
Rye te 6. world in righteoufnefs, by Fefius Chrift, 
2 Tim. iv.1.to whom all power, and judgment is 
1Cor.vi.3. given of the father; in which day, not 
bsg oa ’ only the apoftate angels fhall be judged, 
+ Conv. pp, but likewife all perfons that have lived 
Ecclefxii.14,upon the earth, fhall appear before the 
Rom.xiv. 10, tribunal of Chriff, to give an account of 
Pec Se their thoughts, words, and deeds, and 
Luke xxi39 {hall receive a juft fentence, according to 


what 
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what they have done in their bodies,1Theffjiv.17. 
whether good, or evil, when God, Heeb AVi11. 
cording to-his purpofe, will manifeft the (pe? *ii 32: 
erga hi e é Matt.xxv.46, 
glory is mercy, in the falvation of Pf. Wiii, 16 
his eleét, and of his juftice in the eternal 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
damnation of the wicked and difobedient ; Lek xvi. 28. 
for then fhall the righteous go into ever cae S 
lafting life, and receive the fullnefs of joy aT hell oe 
and glory, but the wicked, who know&. _ 
not God, nor obey the gofpel offered Rev. xx. 10, 
them in Chriff, fhall be caft into eternal 
torments, and punifhed with everlafting eae 284: 
deftru@tion, from the prefence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. 


Amen. 
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NJ dvi veh Ls 


A CoNnFESSION of Fart us 


OMS OE A eB 
Of the holy Scriptures. 
1." QOHE holy fcripture is the only 


fufficient, certain, and infallible 
2Tim,iii.15,rule of all-faving knowledge, faith, and 
Se. __ obedience; although the light of nature, 
te ven, and the works of creation and providence, 
uke xxvi.zg ; ; : 

aI. do fo far manifeft the goodnefs, wifdom, 
Eph. ii. 20. and power of God, asto leave men unex- 
a 39, cufable ; yet are they not fufficient to give 
ii. 14, 1g.that_ knowledge of God and his will, 
Pf. xix. 1, 2. Which is neceflary unto falvation. There- 
Heb.i.1. fore it pleafed the Lord at fundry times, 
and in diverfe manners, to reveal himfelf, 
and to declare that his will unto his 
church ; and afterward for the better pre- 
ferving, and propagating of the truth, 
and for the more fure eftablifhment, and 
comfort of the church againft the corrup- 
Prov.xxii.19, tion of the flefh, and the malice of Satan, 
ea - and of the world, to commit the fame 
Alga ne * wholly unto writing ; which maketh the 
holy feriptures to be moft neceffary, thofe 
former ways of God’s revealing his will 

unto his people being now ceafed. 
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2. Under the name of holy fcripture, 
or the word of God written, are now con- 
tained all the books of the old and new 
teftament. 

The follows the names of the books, as 
acknowledged in all proteftant confeffions, 
after which follow thefé words : 

All which are given by the infpiration 
or God, to be the Rule of faith and 
life. 

3. The books commonly called apo-2Tim. iii.16. 
crypha, not being of divine infpiration, Luke xxiv. 
are no part of the canon or rule of the}? 4: | 
{cripture, and therefore are of no autho- 
rity to the church of God, nor to be any 
otherwife approved or made ufe of, than 
other human writings. 

4. The authority of the holy ferip-2 Pet. i. 19, 
ture, for which it ought to believed, de- Os a6 
pendeth not upon the teftimony of any 2 Theffii. 13. 
man, or church, but wholly upon God, 2 John v. 9. 
who is truth itfelf, the author thereof ; 
therefore it is to be received, becaufe it 
is the word cf God, 

5. We may be moved and induced by 
the teftimony of the church-of God, to 
an high and reverend efteem of the holy 
{criptures; and the heavenlinefs of the 
matter, the efficacy of the doétrine, and 
the majefty of the ftile, the confent of all 
the parts, the fcope of the whole, which 
is to give all glory to God, the full dif- 
covery it makes of the only way of man’s 
falvation, and many other | incomparable 
excellencies, and entire perfections there- 
of, are arguments whereby it doth abun- 

dantly 
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dantly evidence itfelf to be the word of 
John xvi. 13,God ; yet notwithftanding, our full per- 
14 fuafion, and affurance of infallible truth, 
pak “ 4° and divine authority thereof, is from the 
1 John ii, 20, inward work of the holy fpirit, bearing 
27. witnefs by, and with the word in our 
hearts. 

6. The whole council of God con- 
2Tim. iii.15, cerning all things neceflary for his own 
eke glory, man’s falvation, faith, and life, is 
Gali 8.9: cither exprefly fet down, or neceffarily 

contained in the holy fcripture ; unto 
which nothing at any time is to be added, 
whether by new revelation of the fpirit, 

or traditions of men. 
John vi. 45. | Neverthelefs we acknowledge, the in- 
ae 4.9, ward illumination of the fpirit of God, 
ee to be neceffary for the faving underftand- 
ing of fuch things as are revealed in the 
word, and that there are fome circum- 
ftances concerning the worfhip of God, 
and government of the church, common 
1 Cor. xi.13,to human actions and focieties, which are 
oe to be ordered by the light of nature, and 
'Y: 2°" chriftian prudence, according to the gene- 
ral rules of the word, which are always 

to be obferved. 

7. All things in fcripture are not 
2 Pet, iii. #6. alike plain in themfelves, nor alike clear 

unto all; yet thofe things which are ne- 

ceflary to be known, believed and ob- 

Pixix.». ferved for falvation, are fo clearly pro- 
cxix.130.pounded, and opened in fome place of 
fcripture or other, that not only the 

learned, but the unlearned, in a due ufe 

at 
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of ordinary means, may attain to a fuf- 
ficient underftanding of them. 

8. The old teftament in Hebrew,Rom. iii. z. 
which was the native language of the 
people of God of old, and the new tefta- 
ment in Greek, which at the time of the 
writing of it, was moft generally known 
to the nations, being immediately infpired 
by God, and by his fingular care and pro- 
vidence kept pure in all ages, are there- 
fore authentical ; fo as in all controverfies Ifa. viii. 20. 
of religion, the church is finally to appeal As *v. 15- 
to them. But becaufe thefe original 
tongues are not known to all the people 
of God, who have a right unto, and in- 
tereft in the {criptures, and are command- 
ed in the fear of God to read and fearch John v. 39. 
them, therefore they are to be tranflated! Cor. xiv. 6, 
into the vulgar language of every nation, Col, iii, 16, 
unto which they come, that the word of 
God dwelling plentifully in all, they may 
worfhip him in an acceptable manner, and 
through patience and comfort of the 
{criptures may have hope. 

9. The infallible rule of interpreta- 
tion of fcripture is the fcripture itfelf, 2 Pet. i. 20, 
and therefore when there is a queftion2!- a 
about the trué and full fenfe of any {crip- aS Mea ce 
ture which is not manifold but one, it ~ 
muft be fearched by other places, that 
fpeak more clearly. 

1o. The fupream judge by which all 
controverfies of religion are to be*deter- 
mined, and all decrees of councils, opi- 
nions of antient writers, doctrines of men, 
and private fpirits, are to Sie 

an 
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Matt.xxii.29,and in whofe fentence we are to reft, can 
32) ns be no other but the holy fcripture deliver- 
ae “Beit ‘ ed by the fpirit, into which fcripture fo 
23. delivered our faith is finally refolved. 


Cel gAdP alle 
Of Ged, and of the boly Trinity. 


2Cor.viii.46. 1%. The Lord our God is but one only 
Deut. vi. 4. living and true God ; whofe fubfiftence is 
jer % 10" in and of himfelf; infinite in being and 
Exod. iii. 14. Perfetion, whofe eflence cannot be com= 
John iv. 24. prehended by any but himfelf; a moft 
1 Tim. i. 17. pure fpirit, invifible, without body, parts, 
pac 'Y- 15:0r paffions, who only hath immortality, 
Mil. iii, 6, dwelling in the light, which no man can 
1 Kings viii. approach unto, who is immutable, im- 
27.  menfe, eternal, incomprehenfible, al- 
Le cau ?3- mighty, every way infinite, moft holy, 
Gen. xvii. 1, moft wife, moft free, moft abfolute, work- 
Ifaiah vi. 3. ing all things according to the counfel of 
Pf. cxv. 3- his own immutable, and moft righteous 
ae xlvi. will, for his own glory; moft loving, 
Prov, xxvi. 4. 8¢acious, merciful, long-fuffering, abun- 
Rom. xi. 36.dant in goodnefs and truth, forgiving 
Exod. xxxiv. iniquity, tranfgreflion, and tin, the re- 
te ais warder of them that diligently feek him ; 
Neh ix.32,33 20d withal moft juft, and terrible in his 
PfLl. 5,6. Judgments, hating all jin, and who will 
Exod. xxiv.7. by no means clear the guilty. 
ee ‘ a 2. God having all lite, glory, goodnefs, 
Pfcxlviii.13. bleflednefs, in and of himfelf, is alone in, 
exix. 68. and unto himfelt all-fufficient, not ftand- 
Job axii. 2.3.1ng in meed of any creature, which he 
som. Xl 34shath made, nor deriving any glory from 
mt them, 
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them, but only manifefting his own glory Dan. iv. 25. 
in, by, unto, and upon them, he is the Heb. iv. 13. 
alone fountain of all being, of whom, 22k. %!. >; 
through whom, and to whom are all pp esiv. ax 
things, and he hath moft fovereign domi- Rev. v: 12, 
nion over all creatures, to do by them,&- 

for them, or upon them, whatfoever him- 

felf pleafeth ; in his fight all things are 

open and manifeft, his knowledge is in- 

finite, infallible, and independent upon 

the creature, fo asnothing is to him con 
tingent, or uncertain ; he is moft holy in 

all his councils, in all his works, and in 

all his commands ; to him is due from 

angels and men, whatfoever worfhip, fer- 

vice, or obedience, as creatures they owe 

unto the creator, and whatever he is fur- 

ther pleafed to require of them. 

3. In this divine and infinite being, Johny. -. 
there are three fubfiftances, the father, the Matt. xxviii. 
word or fon, and holy fpirit, of onefub-19- 
ftance, power, and eternity, each having 20% %"t4 

ooh > Yy & Exod. iii. Ale 
the whole divine eflence, yet the effence John xiv. tr. 
undivided ; the father is of none, neither 1 Cor. viii. 6- 
begotten nor proceeding ; the fon is eter-John’. gts 
nally begotten of the father; the holy gj) ¢.” 
{pirit proceeding from the father and the 
fe all infinite without beginning, there- 
fore but one God; who is not to be di- 
vided in nature‘and being, but diftinguith- 
ed by feveral peculiar, relative properties 
and perfonal relations ; which doétrine of 
the trinity is the foundation of all our 
communion with God, and comfortable 
dependance on him. 


Corals: 
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Call foge: ieldt. 
Of God’s Decree. 


Ifa.xlvi.10. 1. God hath decreed in himfelf, from 
Eph.i.it. all eternity, by the moft wife and holy 
aah 1 17" council of his own will, freely and un- 
“15> changeable, all things whatfoever comes 
18. changeable, § 
Jamesi. 15, to pais, yet fo as thereby is God neither 
17+. ~— the author of fin, nor hath fellowfhip 
yeh as 5+ with any therein, nor is violence offered 
SIV. 275 4 : ae 
se to the will of the creature, nor yet isthe 
Johnxix. r1.liberty or contingency of fecond caufes 
Numb. xxiii. taken away, but rather eftablifhed, in 
which appears his wifdom in difpofing all 
things, and power, and faithfulnefs, in 
accomplifhing his decree. 
A&sxy. 18. 2. Although God knoweth whatfoever 
Rom. ix.11, may, .or'can come to pafs, upon all fup- 
rt pofed conditions, yet hath hénot decreed 
any thing, becaufe he forefaw it as future, 
or as that which would come to pafs upon 
fuch conditions. 
1'Tim.v.z1. 3- By the decree of God, for the ma- 
Matt.xxv.41-nifeftation of his glory, fome men and 
ae godess angels, are predeftinated, or fore-ordain- 
ae ow edeto cterngiolitc. through Yefas Chrift, 
Jude 4. to the praife of his glorious grace; others 
being left to act in their fin to their juft 
condemnation, to the praife of his glori- 
Gus juttice. 
2Tim.ii19, 4. Thefe angels and rhen thus predefti- 
John xiii. 18. nated, and fore-ordaihed, are particularly, 
and unchangeably defigned ; and their 
number 


19. 
Eph. i. 3,4,5. 
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number fo certain, and definite, that. i¢ 
cannot be either increafed or diminithed. 

5- Thofe of mankind, that are prede- Eph.i.4,9,11. 
ftinated to life, God, before the foun- Rom. vii. 30. 
dation of the world was laid, according cae wee: 
to his eternal and immutable purpofe, and Rom. ix. ) 
the fecret council and good pleafure of 16. 
his will, hath chofen in Chriff unto ever- Eph. ii. 6,t2. 
lafting glory, out of his meer free grace 
and.-love, without any other thing in the 
creature as a condition or caufe moving 
him thereunto. 

6. As God hath appointed the elect 
unto glory, fo he hath by the eternal and: Pet.i. 2, 
moft tree purpofe of his will fore-ordain- 2Thefl. ii.13. 
ed all the means thereunto, wherefore! EAC 
they who are elected, being fallen in Rom. viii.so, 
Adam, are redeemed by Chrift, are effec- 2Theff. ii.13. 
tually called unto faith in Cbriff by his! Pet. 1. 5- 
{pirit working in due feafon, are juftified, John binge 
adopted, fanctified, and kept by his pe 9 
power through faith unto falvation; 
neither are any other redeemed by Cori, 
or effectually called, juftified, adopted, 
fanctified, and faved, but the elect only. 
_ 7. The doétrine of this high myftery 
of ‘predeftination is to be handled with 
fpecial prudence, and care, that men at-; The iv, 5, 
tending the will of God revealed in his Pet. i 10. 
word,. and yielding ‘obedience thereunto, ree eae 

j oO. > : OM. Xl. 33. 
may, from.the certainty of their effectual 5" 2". 
vocation, be affured of their eternal Lukes. 20. 
election; fo fhall this doctrine afford 
matter of praife, reverence, and admi- 
ration of God, and of humility, one 

an 
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and abundant confolaticn, to all that fin- 
cerely obey the Gofpel. 


CoP ALR FEV! 
Of Creation. 


John i. 1,5. 1+ In the beginning it pleafed God the 

Heb.i.2. father, fon, and holy fpirit, for the mani- 

ee xx¥l. 13 feftation of the glory of his eternal 

Col. 16 power, wifdom, and goodnefs, to create 

Gen. ii. 1, 2.0r make the world, and all things there- 

in, whether vifible or invifible, in the 
fpace Of fix days, and all very good. 

Gen.i.27. 2. After God had made all other crea- 

ii. 7- tures, he created man, male and female, 
eee ee ON reafonable and immortal fouls, ren- 

Rom. ii. 14, dering them fit unto that life to God, for 

15: which they were created, being made 

Gen. iii. 6. after the image of God, in knowledge, 

righteoufnefs, and true holinefs, having 
the law of God written in their hearts, 
and power to fulfil it; and yet under a. 
poflibility of tranfgrefling, being left to 
the liberty of their own will, which was 
fubje& to change. 

Gen. vi.t7, 3. Befides the law written in their 
iii. 8,9,10. hearts, they received a command not to 
4. 26, 28. eat of the tree of knowledge of good and 

evil; which whilft they kept, they were 
happy in their communion with God, and 
had dominion over the creatures. 


CHAP. 
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CORUPARP: Ove 
Of divine Providence. 


1. God the good creator of all things, Heb. i. 3. 
in his infinite power and wifdom, doth John xxxviii, 
uphold, direct, difpofe, and govern alligia, styi. 
creatures, and things, from the greateft yo, 11. 
even to the leaft, by his moft wife and Pf. xiii. 5, 6. 
holy providence, to the end for the which Matt. x. 26, 
they were created, according unto his in-5o) ; , 
fallible foreknowledge, and the free and?” *” 
immutable counfel of his own will, to the 
praife of the glory of his wifdom, power, 
juitice, infinite goodnefs, and mercy. 

2. Although in relation to the fore- 
knowledge and decree of God, the firtt 
caufe, all things come to pafs, immutably 
and infallibly, fo that there is not any A&s ji. 23. 
thing, befals any by chance, or without Prov.xvi. 33. 
his providence, yet by the fame provi- 
dence he ordereth them to fall out accord=Gen. viii. 22. 
ing to the nature of fecond caufes, either 
neceflarily, freely, or contingently. 

3. God in his ordinary providence, Acts xxvii. 
maketh ufe of means, yet is free to work3” +4 


s ce » Ifa. lv.10,11. 
without, above and againft them at hisyoy j. za j 
pleafure. Rom. iv. 19, 


4. The almighty power, unfearchableS« __ 
wifdom, and infinite goodnefs of Godt 
fo far manifeft themfelves in his provi- 
dence, that his determinate counfel ex-Rom. xi. 32, 
tendeth itfelf even to the firtt fall, and wd stile 
all other finful a¢tions both of angels and 7 Chron. xxi. 
men, and that not by a bare permiffion, r. 

which 
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e Kingsxix. which alfo he moft wifely and powerfully 
28. =~ ‘boundeth, and otherwile ordereth, and. 
a Ixxvl. 10- ooverneth, ina manifold difpenfation to 
sends 202 2 J < 
Tfaiah x. 6,7, his molt holy ends; yet fo, as the finful- 
12. nefs of their acts proceedeth only from 
Pf.l. 2t. the creatures, and not from God, who 
t John i. 1€. being moft holy and righteous, neither is, 
nor can be, the author or approver of 
fin, 
5. The moft wife, righteous, and gra= 
cious God, doth oftentimes leave for a 
feafon his own children to manifold 
temptations, and the corruptions of their 
own heart, to chaftize them for their 
former fins, or to difcover unto them the 
2 Chr. xxxii,hidden ftrength of corruption, and de- 
2°,&. —_ ceitfulnefs of their hearts, that they may 
zoem-X*'Y'T- be humbled ; and to raife them to a more 
2 Cor, xii. 7, . 
ee. clofe and conftant dependance for their 
fupport upon himfelf, and to make them 
more watchful againft all future occafions 
of fin, and for other juft and holy ends. 
Rom.viii. 28. So that whatfoever befals any of his 
elect, is by his appointment for his glory 
and their good. — 
6. As for thofe wicked and ungodly 
men, whom God, as a righteous judge, 
Rom. i. 24, for former fin doth ‘blind and harden; 
Se, ye Ine from them he not only witholdeth his 
Deut.xxix. 4. grace, whereby they might have been 
enlightned in their underftanding, and 
Matt. xili.12.wrought upon in their hearts, but fome- 


pent) oe uia" times alfo withdraweth the gifts which 
12,13, they had, and expofeth them to fuch 
Pf. Ixxxi. 1, Objects as their corruptions makes occafion 
12, of fin; and withal, gives them over to 


their 
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their. own. lufts, the temptations of the 2Theff. ii.10, 
world, and the power of Satan, whereby 

. ect af hi p ‘ Exod, vili.15, 
it comes to pals that they harden them- 
felves under thofé means which God ufeth Haiah vi. 9, 
for the foftning of others. 10. 

_ 7. As the providence of God doth in! Pet. ii. 7,8. 
general reach to all creatures, fo after Bs ate el 
more fpecial manner it taketh care of histiiah xliii. 3, 
church, and difpofeth of all things to the 4, 5: 
good thereof 
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Of the Fall -of Man, of Sin, and of the 
Punifbment thereof. 


_ 1. Although God created nian upright, 

and perfect, and gave him. a righteous 

flaw, which had been unto life had he 

kept it, and threatned’ death upon the Gen. ii. i6, 
breach thereof, yet he did not long abide 17-. 
inthis honour; Satay ufing the fubtilty 23 41% 
of the ferpent to fubdue Ave, then by” ha Unk 
her feducing Adam, who without any 
compulfion, did wilfully tranfgrefs the law 

of their creation, ahd the command given 

unto them, in eating the forbidden truit 5 

which God was pleafed according to his 

wife and holy council to permit, having 
purpofed to order it; to his own glory. 

2. Our firft parents by this fin, fell Rom. iii. 23. 
from their original righteoufnefs and ¥' she 
communion with God, and we in thet Ged, vi. <- 
whereby: death’ camie upon all, all be- Jer. xvii-9. 
coming déad in fin, eu wholly defiled ie 

LD a 


68 Ae? EP TEINS DET 2G 


all the faculties, and parts of foul and 
body. 
Rom. iii.10, 3. They being the root, and by God’s 
ee appointment, ftanding in the room and 
1Cor. xv.21, ftead of all mankind; the guilt of the 
ee. fin was imputed, and corrupted nature 
Pf. lis. . conveyed, to all their pofterity defcend- 
ue 4 ing from them by ordinary generation, 
Rom. vi. 20, being now conceived in fin, and by nature 
v.12. Children of wrath, the fervants of fin, the 
Heb. ii. 14. fubjects of death, and all other miferies, 
{piritual, temporal, and eternal, unlefs the 
Lord Fefus fet them free. 
:Theff.i.10. 4, From this original corruption,where- 
ene 7 by we are utterly indifpofed, difabled, 
Jamesi.14,1 ; and made oppofite to all good, and 
wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all 
actual tranfgreffions. 
Mie EUs, by ‘The corruption of nature, during 
ain "t this life, doth remain in thofe that are re- 
Eeclefvii. 20. Senerated 3 and altho’ it be thro’ Chrift 
t Johni. 8. pardoned, and mortified, yet both itfelf} 
Rom. vii. 24,and the firft motions thereof, are truly 
aloe - and properly fin. 


CHAP. VII. 
Of God's Covenant. 


1. The diftapce between God and the 
creature is fo great, that altho’ reafonable 
creatures do owe obedience unto him as 
their creator, yet they could never have 
attained the reward of life, but by fome 
voluntary condefcenfion on God's part, 

Which 
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which he hath been pleafed to exprefs by Luk. xvii.10, 
wayofcavenant. * Job xxxv. 9, 
_ 2. Moreover, man_ having brought ® 

himfelf under the curfe of the law by his Gen. ii. 17. 
fall, it pleafed the Lord to make al. ili. 10. 
covenant of Grace, wherein he freely eau! oy wae 
offereth unto finners, lite and falvationby ~ viii. 3. 
Fefus Chriff, requiring of them. faith in Mark xvi-rs, 
him that they may be faved, and promii-!° ... 

ing to give unto all thofe that are ordain-}") ee: 
ed unto eternal life, his holy fpirit, to26,25. 
make them willing and able to believe. Johnix, 44, 
3. This covenant is revealed in the #9: 
gofpel; firft of all to Adam in the pro- > 
mife of falvation by the feed of theGen. iii. 15, 
woman, and afterwards by. farther fteps, Heb. i. 1. 
until the full difcovery thereof was com- 

pleated in the new teftament, and it is 

-founded in that eternal covenant tranf . 

action, that. was between the father andz Tim. i. ¢. 
the: fon about the redemption. of the T+ 2 
elect ; and it is alone by the grace of this 

covenant, that all of the pofterity of fallen Heb.xi. 6,13. 
Adam, that ever were faved did obtain Rom. iv.1,2, 
life and blefled immortality ; man being as Tei: 
now utterly incapable of acceptance with John viii. 56. 
God upon thofe terms on which Adam 

ftood in his ftate of innocency. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of Cheift the Mediator. 


4. It pleafed God, in his eternal pur- Ifaiah xlii. 1. 
pofe, to chufe and ordain the Lord “e/us, ier fot 
his only begotten fon, according to ther. 66. 

4 3 covenant 
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Pf ii.6. covenant made between them both, to be 
Luke i. 33- the mediator between God and man; the 
De ; ral prophet, prieft, and king, head and favi~ 
Aas xvii. 31,0ut of his church, the heir of all things, 
Ifaiah lili. 10.and judge of the world, unto whom he 
John xvi. 6. did from all eternity give a people to be 
Kom. vil 3° his feed, and to be by him in time re~ 
deemed, called, juftified, fanctified, and 
glorified. 
~ a. The fon of God, the fecond perfon 
in the holy trinity, being very and eternal 
God, the brightnefs of the father’s glory, 
of one fubftance and equal with him; 
who made the world, who upholdeth and 
governeth all things he hath made; did, 
when the fulnefs of time was come, take 
1 Jobni. #4. upon him man’s nature, with all the eflen= 
oe ‘iit, tial properties, and common infirmities 
Heb. ii.14, thereof, yet without fin, being conceived 
16,17. by the holy fpirit coming down upon 
v.15. her, and the power of the moft high 
overfhadowing her, and fo.was made of a 
Lukei.z7,31,woman, of the tribe of Fudeb, of the 
35+ feed of Abraham and David, according 
to the fcriptures: fo that two whole per~ 
fect and diftinét natures, were infeparably 
joined together ‘in one perfon, without 
Rom. ix. 5. converfion, compofition, or confufion ; 
+ Tim. ii. 5. which perfon is very God and very man, 
yet one Chriff, the only mediator between 
God and man. 

3. The Lord Fefus in his human na- 
ture, thus united to the divine, in the 
perfon of the fon, was fanctified and 

Pi. xlv. 7, anointed with the holy fpirit above mea- 
Acs x. 38. fure ; having in him all the treafures of 
wildom 
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wifdom and knowledge 3 in whom it Johniii. 34. 
pleafed the father, that all. fullnefs fhould Col: i 3. 
dwell: to the end, that - being holy, p., wait 8 
harmlefs, undefiled, and full of grace and John i. | 
truth, he might be throughly furnifhed Heb. vii. 22. 
to execute the office of a mediator, and, ¥:5- 
furety 3 which office he took not POR od ; 
himfelf, but was thereunto.called by his;3. : 
father, who alfo put all power and judg-Aés ii. 36. 
ment in his hand, and gave him com- 
mandment to execute the fame. 

4. This office the Lord “Fe/us did moft Pf x1. 78. 

willingly undertake ; which that he might ae poe 
difcharge, he was made under the law, Gal. iy AE 
and did perfectly fulfil it, and underwent Matt. Hie 
the punifhment due to us, which. we Gal. iii. 13. 
fhould have born and fuffered, being made an sti Ge 
fin and a curfe for us, enduring. TOONS Care on 
grievous forrows in his foul, and moft Matt. xxvi. 
ea fafferings in his body; was cruci+37; 31.- - 

ed, and died, and remained in the UGS ee XX14 40 
‘of the dead ; yet faw no corruption :. Ong. eile 
the third day he arofe: from the dead, Aas xiii, 37. 
with the fame body in which he fuffered, 1Cor-xv. 3,4. 
with which he alfo afeended into heaven; John **-25, 
and there fitteth at the right hand of Mark gd ls 
‘his: father, making interceflion ; and thall Aas i. 9, 10, 
return’ to judge men and angels, at them. 
end of the world. ot 
6. The Lord “fefus, by his perfect aay x: ree 
obedience and facrifice of himfelf, which Rom. xiv. 9, 
he through the eternal fpirit once offered 10. 
up unto God, hath fully fatisfied thet. ae i 
juttice of God, procured reconciliation, Rom, jij, ae 
and purchafed. an everlafting inheritance 26. 

E 4 in 
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John xvii. 2.in the kingdom of heaven, for all thofe 
Heb. ix. 15. whom the father hath given unto him. 
is tv. To. 6. Although the price of redemption 
es vx ze ; ; ; 
1 Pet.i. 10, Was not actually paid by Chri, till after 
1. his incarnation, yet the virtue, efficacy, 
and benefit thereof were communicated 
to the elect in all ages fucceflively, from 
the beginning of the world, in and by 
thofe promifes, types and facrifices where- 
in he was revealed and fignified to be the 
Rev. xiii.8. feed which fhould bruife the ferpent’s 
Heb. xiii. 8. head ; and the lamb flain from the foun- 
dation of the world: being the fame 
yefterday, and to day, and for ever. 

7. Chrifi in the work of mediation 
acteth according to both natures, by each 
nature doing that which is proper to it 
felf, yet by reafon of the unity of the 

John iii. 13. perfon, that which is proper to~ one 

Aas xx. 28. nature, is fometimes in {cripture attributed 
to the perfon denominated by the other- 
nature. 

8. To all thofe for whom Chiff hath 

John vi.37- obtained eternal redemption, he doth 
x. 15, 16. certainly, and effectually apply and com- 
Rom-v. so, Municate the fame; making interceflion 
John xvii. 6. for them; uniting them to himfelf by 
Eph.i.9. his fpirit, revealing unto them, in and by 
x John v. 20. the word, the myftery of falvation, per- 
Rom. vill. 9+ fading them to believe, and obe - 
14. . : aes aoe oy 
Picx.1.  Verning their hearts by his word and 
1Cor. xv. 25, {pirit, and overcoming all their enemies 
oan by his almighty power and wifdom ; in 
fuch manner and ways, as are moft con- 
fonant to his wonderful and unfearchable 
difpenfation 5 
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difpenfation ; and all of free and abfoluté 
grace, without any condition forefeen in 
them, to procure it. 

9. This office of mediator between 
God and man, is proper only: to Chrift, 
who is the prophet, prieft, and king of Tim. ii. s- 
the church of God ; and may not be either 
in whole, or any part thereof transferr’d | 
from him to any other. 
_ 10. This number and order of offices 
is neceflary 3 for in refpeét of our igno-=Johni. 18. 
rance, we itand in need of his prophetical 
office 5 and in refpect of our alienation 
from God, and imperfection of the beft 
of our fervices, we need his prieftly office, Col. i. 21. 
to reconcile us, and prefent us acceptable Gal. v. 17- 
unto God: and in refpect of our averfe- 
nefs, and utter inability to return to God, 
and for our refcue, and fecurity from our 
{piritual adverfaries, we need his kingly Joho xvi. 8. 
office, to convince, fubdue, draw, uphold, oe ca 
deliver, and preferve us to his heavenly... ae 
kingdom, — 


GFAP. IX. 
Of Free-Vill. 
1. God hath endued the will of man 


with that natural liberty and power of Matt.xvii.12. 
acting upon choice, that it 1s neitherJsmes ey 
; eUt.XXX.10. 
forced, nor by any neceflity of nature de- ae 
termined to-do good or evil. 

2. Man in his ftate of innoeency, had: , 
freedom, and power, to will, and to SS pesane haa 2g. 
that which was good, and well-pleafing ee 

to 
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to God ; but yet was unftable, fo that he 
might fall from it. 
3. Man by his fall into a ftate of fin, 
Rom.v.6. hath wholly loft all ability of will to any 
viii. 7. {fpiritual good accompanying falvation ; fo 
Eph. i. 1 5-as a natural man, being altogether averfe 
hha from that good, and dead in fin, is not 
"“" able by his own ftrength, to convert him- 
felf, or to prepare himfelf thereunto. 
Coli. 13. 4 When God converts a finner, and 
Johin viii. 36. tranflates him into the ftate of grace, he 
Phil. it. 13. freeth him from his natural bondage un- 
aa “"" "5 der fin, ang by his grace alone, enables 
him freely to will, and to do that which 
is fpiritually good, yet fo as that, by 
reafon of his remaining corruptions, he 
doth not: perfectly nor only will that 
which is good, but doth alfo will that 
which is evil. 
Eph. iv. 13. §- The will of man is made perfedly, 
and immutably free to good alone, in the 
ftate of glory only. 


GH APs 
Of effectual Calling. 
Rom. vili.jo, ¥- UThofe whom God hath predefti- 


_xi. 7. nated unto life, he is pleafed.in his ap- 
Eph.i.10,11- pointed and accepted time effectually to 
a YaeE Has colt by his word and fpirit, out of that 
Eph. ii. 1,6, ftate of fin and death, in which they are 
As xxvi.18. by nature, to grace and falvation by Fe/us 
Eph. i. 7, 18.Chrif? ; enlightning their minds, fpiritu- 
Dee ae ally, and favingly, to underftand the 

"things of God ; taking away their heart 

OF 
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of ftone, and giving unto’ them an heart Ezek. xxxvi. 
of flefh ; renewing their wills, and by his27- . 
almighty power determining them to thar EPP ak 
which 1s gaod, and effectually drawing Gans ee 
them to “fe/us Chrift, yet fo as they come 
mot freely, being made*willing by his 

race. 

~" 2. This effectual call is of God’s. free 2 Tim. i. 9, 
and fpecial grace alone, not from, any Eph. ti. 8. 
‘thing at all forefeen in man, nor from any ee MTA, 
power, or agency in the .creature, being Johny. ae 
‘wholly paffive therein, being dead in fins Eph.i. 19, 
and trefpaffes, until being quickned and ?°- 
renewed by the holy fpirit, he is thereby 
enabled to anfwer this call, and to em- 
brace the grace offered and conveyed in 
it, and that by no lefs power than that 
which raifed up Chrif# from the dead. 

3. Ele& infants dying in infancy, » are Johniii. 3, 5. 
‘regenérated and faved by Chrij# thro’ the® 8: 
{pirit ;. who worketh when, and where,. 
and how he pleafeth : fo alfo are all other 
elect perfons, who are uncapable of being 
outwardly called by the miniftry of the 
word. ' . . 

4. Others not elected, altho’ they may Matt. xxii. 4. 
pe called by the muniftry of the word, xiii. 20,2. 
and may have fome common operations FP. Viv 4ase: 
of the fpirit, yet not being effectually ¢. sae ae 
drawn by the father, they neither will,1 Johnii. 24, 
nor can truly come to Chri; and there-25. 
fore cannot be faved: much lefs can men, nae NE 
that receive not the Chriftian Religion be Je ey oe 
faved ; be they never fo diligent to frame e; 
their lives according to the light of ng- 

ture 
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ture, and the law of that religion they 
do profeds, 
CakAvAy P, oo Mi 
Of Fuftification. 


Rom. iii. 24 1. Thofe whom God effectually calleth, 
viii. 30. he alfo freely juftifieth, not by infufing 
a 6 yighteoufnefs into them, but by pardon- 

ing their fins, and by accounting and ac- 


Eph. i. 7. : : 

yCor.i. 30, cepting their perfons qs righteous, not 
31. for any thing wrought in them, or dong 
eee ¥- 172 by them, but for Chrift’s {ake alone ; not 
Phil. iii. 8, 9. DY imputing faith itfelf, the act of be- 
Eph. ii. 8, 9.lieving, or any other evangelical obedi- 
10. ence to them, as their righteoufnefs ; but 


by imputing Cbrift’s ative obedience un- 

to the whole law, and paflive obedience 

in his death, for their whole and fole 

yet i.tz. righteoufneis, they receiving and refting 

om. v.17. on him and his: righteoufnefs by faith ; 

which faith they have not of themfelves, 

it is the gift of God. 

2. Faith thus receiving and reiting on 

Rom. iii. 28.Chri/?, and his righteoufnefs, 1s the alone 

inftrument of Juftification,: yet it is not 

Gal. v.6. alone in the. perfon juftified, but is ever 

ses ‘7+ accompanied with all other faving graces, 

* "and is no dead faith, but worketh by 
love, 

3. Chrift by his obedience and death, 

did fully difcharge the debt of all thofe 

that are juftified, and did by the facrifice 

of himfelf, in the blood of his crofs, 

under- 
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undergoing in their ftead, the penalty Heb, x. 14. 
due unto them, make a proper, real and 2 Pet-i.18,19. 
full fatisfaction to God’s juftice in their {ish liii.s,6. 
behalf; yet inafmuch as he was given by habe 
the father for them, and his obedience Rom. ii. 26. 
and fatisfaction accepted in their ftead,Eph.i.6, 7- 
and both freely, not for’-any thing in il, 7. 
them, their juftification is only of free 

gtace, that both the exact juftice’and rich 

grace of God might be glorified in the 
juftification of finners. — 

4. God did from all eternity decree to 
juttify all the elect, and @bri# did in the Gat. iii. 8. 
fulnefs of time die for their ‘fins, and rife 1 Pet. i. z. 
again for their juftification; neverthelefs! 7i™- # 6 
they are not juftified perfonally, until the co i. +105. 
holy f{pirit doth in due time aétually ap- Tit. iii. 4, 5, 
ply Chrift unto them. Se. 

5. God doth continue to forgive the Matt. vi. 12. 
fins of thofe that are juttified, and altho’ 1John i. 7,9, 
they can never fall from the ftate of jufti- John x. 28. 
fication, yet they may by their fins fall Siaae te 
under God’s fatherly difpleafure 5 and in xxii, $.gt- 
that condition, they have not ufually the Matt. xxvi. 
light of his countenance reftored unto73- 
them, until they humble themfelves, con- 
fefs their fins, beg pardon, and renew 
their faith and repentance. 

6. The juftification of believers under G4}, iii, g. 
the old teftament was in all thefe refpects Rom. iv. 22, 
one and the fame with the juftification of S¢- 
believers under the new teftament. 
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CHAP: XII. 
Of Adoption. 


Hphiss All thofe that are juftified, God yvouch= 
Gal. iv. 4, 5. fafed in, and for the fake of his only fou 
John.i.12. Fe/us Chrifi, to make partakers, of the. 
ue wit? grace of adoption ; by which they are 
Ree ii 1s, taken into the number; and, enjoy the li- 


om.viii. 15. berties and privileges of children of God 
Gal.iv.5. have his name put upon them; receive 
ea 18- the fpirit of adoption, have accefs to the 
Pry skiieie throne of grace. with boldnefs, are en= 
1Pet.v.7. abled to ery Abba Father; are pitied, 
Heb, xii. 6. protected, provided for, and chaftened 
Ha. liv. 8, by, him, .as by a father 5 yet never caft 
Lam. ili. 31. d : 
Eph. iv. jo. Off, but fealed to the day of redemption, 
Heb. i. 14. and inherit the promifes, as heits of ever= 
and vi. 12.  lafting falvations 


GiHvANPs SoHE 
Of SanGification. 


A&sxx. 32. 1. They who are united to Grif, ef 
, ae ee fectually called, and regenerated, having 
Bente, era new heart and a new fpirit created in 
17, &.. them, thro’ the virtue of Chrift’s Aeath 
1Theff.v. 21,and refurrettion, are alfo farther fanctified 
die es really and perfonally, thro’ the fame vir- 
‘Gil ru tue by his word and fpirit dwelling in 
Col. i, 11, them; the dominion of the whole body of 
2 Cor. vii. 1. fin is deftroyed,.and the feveral lufts there- 
Heb. xii. 14- of are more and more weakened and morti- 

fied; and they more and more quickened 


and. 
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and ftrengthened in all faving graces tothe 
practice of all true holinefs, without 
which no man fhall fee the Lord. 

2. This fanétification is throughout in !Theff. v. 23. 
the whole man, yet imperfect in this life ; R°™- Vii 18, 
there abideth ftill fome remnants of cor-@;) y a. 
ruption in every part, whence arifeth a1 Pet. ii. 11. 
continual and irreconcileable war ; the 
flefh lufting againft the fpirit, and the 
{pirit againit the fleth. 

3. In which war, altho’ the remaining Rom. vii. 23, 
corruption for a time may much prevail, 
yet, through the continual fupply of 
ftrength, from the fandétifying fpirit of — vi. 14. 
‘Chrijt, the regenerate part doth overcome; 
and fo the faints grow in grace, perfect- Eph. iv. 15, 
ing holinefs in the fear ot God, preffing 1% ae 
-after an heavenly life in evangelical obe=* ~°y 2.1" 
dience to all the commands which Cbri/, 
as head and king, in his word hath pre- 
{cribed to them. 


Vil. I, 
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Of faving Faith. 


1. The- grace of faith, whereby the 2 Cor. iv. iz. 
Ele are enabled to believe to the faving Eph.ii. 8. 
of ‘their fouls, is the work of the fpirit om: * 14 
of Chrift in their hearts, and is ordinarily Luke xvii, 5. 
wrought by the miniftry of the word 5x Pet.ii. 2. 
by which alfo, and by the adminiftration Aas xx. 32. 
of baptifm, and the Lord’s fupper, prayer, 
and other means appointed of God, it is 
increafed, and ftrengthened. 

a. By 


$0. 


Aéts xxiv.14- 
Piexiz 27, 8, 
Ee, 
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2 Tim. 1. 12. 
John xv. 14. 
Ia. Ixvi. 2. 
Heb. xi. 13. 
Johni. rz. 
Aés xvi. 31. 
Gal. il. 20. 
Acts xv. 11. 


Rom. iv. 19, 


Heb, xii. 2. 
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2. By this faith, a chriftian believeth 
to be true, whatfoever is revealed in the 
word, for the authority of God himfelf ; 
and alfo apprehendeth an excellency 
therein, above all other writings, and all 
things in the world, as it bears forth the 
glory of God in his attributes, the excel- 
lency‘ of Chriff in his nature and offices, 
and the power and fulnefs of the holy 
fpirit in his workings and operations ; 
and fo is enabled to caft his foul upon the 
truth thus believed; and alfo aéteth dif+ 
ferently upon that which each particular 
paflage thereof containeth; yielding 
obedience to the commands, trembling at 
the threatnings, and embracing the pro- 
mifes of God, for this life, and that 
which is to come. But the principal acts 
of faving faith, have immediate relation 
to Chrifi, accepting, receiving, and reft- 
ing upon him alone for juftification, fance 
tification, and eternal life, by virtue of 
the covenant of grace. 

3. This faith although it be different in 
degrees, and may beweak, or ftrong, yet 
it is in the leaft degree of it, different in 
the kind, or nature of it, as is all other 
faving grace, from the faith and common 


- grace of temporary believers; and there- 
' fore tho’ it may be many times affailed, 
>and weakened, yet it gets the victory, 


growing up in many to the attainment of 
a full affurance thro’ Chriff, who is both 
the author and finifher of our faith. 


C Hide: 
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GablrA? PaiaeV: 
Of Repentance unto Life and Salvation. 


1. Such of the ‘elect as are converted Tit. iii. 2, 3, 
at riper years, having fome times lived in 
the ftate of nature, and therein ferved 
diverte lufts and pleafures, God in their 
effectual calling giveth them repentance 
unto life. 

2. Whereas there is none that doth Ecclef-vii.zo; 
good, and finneth not, and the beft of 
men may, through the power and dececit- 
fulnefs of their corruption dwelling in 
them with the prevalency of temptation, 
fall into great fins and provocations, God. 
hath in the covenant of grace mercifully 
provided that believers fo finning, and 
falling, be renewed thro’ repentance unto Lukexxii.31, 
falvation. 3? 

3. ‘This faving repentance is an evan- 
gelical grace whereby ‘a perfon being by Zech. xii. 10, 
the holy fpirit made fenlible of the mani- Aas xi. 18. 
fold -eyils of his fin, doth, by faith in 
Chrift, humble himfelf for it with godly Eze, xxxvi. 
forrow, deteftation of it, and felf abhor-31. | 
rency, praying for pardon, and: ftrength 2C°- vil. 11; 
of grace, with a purpole and endeavour pr exix. as 
by fupplies of the fpirit, to walk before 128. 
God unto all well-pleating in all things. 

4. As repentance is to bz continued 
thro’ the whole courfe of our lives, upon 
the account of the body of death and the 


motions thereof; fo itisevery man’s duty, Luke xix. 8. 
FE tol Tim. i: 13, 


19. 
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to repent of his particular known fins, 
particularly. 

5. Such is the provifion which God. 
hath made thro’ Cri/t in the covenant ot 
grace, for the Sasi g of believers 
unto falvation, that altho’ there is no fin 
fo fmall, but it deferves damnation 5 yet 

Rom. vi. 23. there is no fia fo great, that it fhall bring 

Ifaiah i. 16, damnation on them that repent, which 

as makes the conftant preaching of repen 
“ 7" tance neceflary. 


CHEAP. XVI 
Of good Works. 


Micahvi. 8.  1- Good works are only fuch as God 
Heb. xiii. 21. hath commanded in his holy word, and 
ee not fuch as without the warrant thereof, 
at “%-13 are devifed by men, out of blind zeal, or 

upon any pretence of good intentions. 
Jamesii. 18, 2. Thefe good works done in obedi- 
22. 5 dgpeence to God’s commandments, are the 
i gceh smell fruits and evidences of a true and lively 
sJohn ii, 3;5.faith, and by them believers manifeft 
2 Pet.i.s,11.their thankfulnefs, ftrengthen their aflu- 
ge el rance, edity their brethren, adorn the 
: Per ae profeffion of the gofpel, ftop the mouths 
Phil, i. 11, Of the adverfaries, and glority God, whofe 
Eph. ii. to, workmanfhip they are created in Chrifi 
Rom. vi.22. Fefus thereunto, that having their fruit 
unto holinefs, they may have the end eter- 

nallifes 

3. Their ability to do good works, is 
not at all-or theafelyes, but wholly from 
the 


the fpirit of Chrif##; and that they may be John xv. 4,5, 
enabltd thereunto, belides the graces they 
have already received, there is neceflary 
an actual influenée of the fame lioly fpirit 
to work in them to will, and to do of his2‘Cor. iii. 5. 
good pleafure, yet are they not hereupon Phil. ii. 13. 
to grow negligent, as if they were not 
bound to perform any duty, unlefs upon ii. 12. 
a {peciat motion of the fpirit, but they Heb. vi. 11 
ought to be diligent in ftirring up the ik, 
grace of God that isinthem. — 
4. They who in their obedience attain Job ix. 2, 3. 
to the greateft height which. is poffible Gal. v- 17- 
inthis life, are fo far from being able to ’t¢*V"19 
fupererogate, and to do more than God 
requires, as that they fall fhort of much 
which in duty they.are bound to do. . 
5. We cannot by our beft works merit 
ardon of fin or eternal dife at the hand 
of God, by reafon of the gréze difpro- 
portion that is between them and the 
glory to come, and the infinite diftance Rom. iii. 20:- 
that ig between us and God, whom by Eph. ii. 8, 9. 
them we can neither profit, nor (aticty, 3°": 6. 
for the debt of our former fins; but when 
we have done all we can, we have done 
bat our duty, and are unprofitable fer- 
vants, and becaufe as they are good, they Gal.v. 22,24. 
proceed from his fpirit, and as they areIf. ane 6. 
wrought by us they are defiled, and mix-Pf x» 2 
ed with fo much weaknefs and imperfec- 
tion, that they cannot endure the feverity 
of God’s judgment. 
6. Yet notwithftanding ‘the perfons of 
believers being accepted thro’ Chri, their 
good works alfo are accepted in him ;Eph. i. 6. 
Poa not 


Ixiv. 7. 
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1 Pet. ii. 5.“ not as tho’ they were in this life wholl 

Matt.xxv.21, unblameable and unreproveable in God's 
fight, but that he looking upon them in 
his fon, is pleafed to accept and reward 
that which 1s fincere, altho accompanied 
with many weaknefles and imperfecti- 
ons. 
7. Works done by unregenerate men, 
2Xingsx.30.altho’ for the matter of them they may 
1 Kings xxi. be things which God commands, and of 
277,72. good ufe both to themfelves and others ; 
Heh, G satel yet becaufe they proceed not from a heart 
1Cor. xiii. 1. purified by faith, nor are done in aright 
Matt. vi. 2,5-manner according to the word, nor toa 
AmcsV.21, right end the glory of God, they are 
oe ix. 16.therefore finful and cannot pleafe God, 
Tit. iii. 5, mor make a man meet to receive grace 
Job xxi. 14, from God ; and yet their neglect of them 


ek is more iinful and difpleafing to God. 
Matt.xxv.at1, 


ES" 


ee 
Heb. vi. 10. 


CHATS XVEE 
Of Perfeverance of the Saints. 


1. Thofe whom God hath accepted in 
the beloved, effectually called and fanéti- 
fied by his {pirit, and given the precious 
faith of his elect unto, can neither totally 
nor finally tall from the ftate of grace, 

John x. 28, but fhall certainly perfevere therein tothe 
39. end and be eternally faved, feeing the 
Pe gitts and callings of God are without re- 
i John ii, 19, pentance, whence he ftill begets and 
" nouriiheth in them faith, repentance, love, 

joy, hope, and all the graces of the fpirit 

unto immortality, and tho’ many ftorms 

and 
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and floods arife and beat againft them, 
yet they fhall never be able to take them 
off that foundation and rock, which by 
faith they are faftened upon notwithftand- 
ing, thro’ unbelief and the temptations 
of Satan, the fenfible fight of the light 
and love of God, may for a time be Pflxxxix.31, 
clouded and obicured trom them, yet he32, 
is ftill the fame, and they fhall be fure , CX! 3 
al. iil. 6. 

to be kept by the power of God unto 
falvation, where they fhall enjoy their 
purchafed poffeflion, they being engraven 
upon the palm of his hands, and their 
names having been written in the book of 
life trom all eternity. 

2. ‘This perfeverance of the faints, de- 
pends not upon their own frec-will, but 
upon the immutability of the decree of Rom. viii. zo. 
election, flowing from the free and un-_ ix. t1, 16. 
changeable love of God the father upon 7 (0¥: 97° 
the efficacy of the merit and interceffion Heb, yi, we 
of Fefus Chriff and union with him, the x John iii. 9. 
oath of God, the abiding of his fpirit, Jer-xxxti. 40. 
and the feed of God within them, and 
the nature of the covenant of grace, from 
all which arifeth alfo, the certainty and 
infallibility thereof. 
3. And tho’ they may, thro’ the temp- 
tation of Satan and of the world, the 
prevalency of corruption remaining in 
them, and the neglect of means of their 
prefervation, fall into grievous fins, and Mate. xxvi. 
for a time continue therein; whereby they 70, &e. _ 
incur God’s difpleafure, and grieve his ffaiah Ixiv.s, 
holy fpirit, come to have their graces and Bph. nies 
comforts impaired, have their heartspy. ti. 10,12 

ES hardened xxii. 3,4" 
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2Sam. xii.14. hardened, and ‘their confciences wounded, 
pee sale and {fcandalize others, and bring 
be temporal judgments upon themfelves, yet 
they fhall renew their repentance and be 
preferved thro’ faith in Chrift “fefus, to 

the end. 


Cert APP, 9) 2c V Ue. 
Of the Affurance of Grace and-Salvatien. 


1. Altho’ temporary believers, “:and 
other unregenerate men, may -vainly de- 
ceive themfelves with falfe hopes, and 
carnal prefumptions, of being in the fa 
vour of God, and ftate of falvation, 

which hope.of theirs. fhall perifh; yet 

Job vii. 13, fuch as truly believe in the Lord “fe/us, 

nee vii: anand love him in fincerity, endeavouring to 

at walk in all good confcience before him, 

may in this life be certainly affured, that 

1 John ii, 3. they are in the ftate of grace; and may 

iii. 14, Sc. rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, 

~¥-43- which hope fhall never make them a- 
fhamed, 

Heb. vi.11, | 2. This certainty is not a baré cone 

17,3. je€tural and probable perfuafion, grounds 

ia * 4 5*ed upon a fallible hope, but ~an infallible 

- affurance of faith, founded on the blood 

and righteoufnefs of Chrift revealed in the 

Rom. viii.1s5,pofoel 5 and alf> upon the inward evi- 

ahd a , deuce of thofe graces: of the fpirit unto: 

aivpial dg * which promifes are made, and on the: 

teftimony of the fpirit of adoption wit 

nefling with our fpirits, that we are the 

children of God, and as a fruit thereof 


keep-~ 
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es the heart both humble and 
oly. 
zt This infallible affurance doth not fo 
belong to the effence of faith, but that a 

true believer may wait long and confliGt Ifiah |. 10. 
with many difficulties, before he be par=Pf. Ixxxviii. 
taker of it; yet being enabled by the ESET 
pus to know the things which are 

Feely piven him of God, he may without 
extraordinary revelation in the right ufe 

of means attain thereunto: and therefore: John iv.13. 
it isthe duty of every onc, to give all Heb. vi. 11, 
diligence to make their calling and eclecti-'* 

on fure, that thereby his heart may be Rom.v.1,z,5. 
enlarged in peace and joy in the holy ,. iV 27: 
fpirit, inlove and thanifulnefs to God, pon vi 3s, 
and in ftrength and chearfulnefs in the Tit.ii. 11,12, 
duties of obedience, the proper fruits of 14- 

this affurance 5 fo far is it from inclining 

men to loofenefs. 

\.4 True believers may have the affu- 

rance of their falvation diyerfe ways fhaken, . 
diminifhed, and intermitted ; as by neg- Cant-v.2,3,6. 
ligence in preferving of it, by falling pee: 
into: fome ipecial fin, which woundeth jy xyii.4,8. 
the confcience, and grieveth the fpirit, by xxxi. za 
fome-fudden or vehement temptation, by spe 7: 
God’s withdrawing the light ct his coun-; oe : ae 
tenance, and fuffering. even fuch as fear pp. xiii, eytte 
him, to walk in darknefs, and to have no Lam. iii. 26, 
light ; yet are they never deftitute of the 27) 3!- 
feed of God, and life of faith, that love 

of Chrift, and the brethren, that fincerity 

of heart, and confcience of duty, out of 

which, by the operation of the fpirit, 

this affurance may in due time be revived, 

F 4 and 
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and: by the which in the mean time they 
are preferved from utter defpair. 


CIETS Ae Pee 
Of the Law of God. 


Gen.i.27. 1. God gave to Adam a law of univer-= 
Ecclef.vii.29. fa] obedience, written in his heart, and a 
particular precept of not eating the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil ; by which he bound him, and all his 
Rom. x. 5. pofterity to perfonal, entire, exact, and 
Gal. iii. 10,12 perpetual obedience 3 promifed lite upon 
the fulfilling, and threatning death upon 
the breach of it, and endued him with 

power and ability to keep it. 
Rom. ii. 14, 2. The fame law that was firft written 
Oe in the heart of man, continued to be a 
perfect rule of-righteoufuefs atter the fall, 
Deut. x.4. and was delivered by God upon mount 
Sinai, in ten commandments, and written 
in two tables ; the four firft containing 
our duty towards God, and the other fix, 
our duty to.man. oe iM 
3. Befides this law, commonly called 
moral, God was pleafed to give to the 
people of I/rael ceremonial laws, contain= 
Heb. #1. ing feveral typical ordinances, partly of 
Col..u- 17 worfhip, prefiguring Cbriff, his graces, 
actions, fuilerings, and benefits; and partly 
holding forth diverfe inftructions of moral 
1Cor.v. 7. duties, all which ceremonial laws being 
appointed only to the time of reformati- 
on, are by “fe/us Chri/t the true Mefliah 
Col ii.14,16,and only lawgiver, -who was furnithed 
i with 


with power from the father, for that. end Eph.ii14,16. 
abrogated and taken away, arth yy mag 

4.To them alfo he gave fundry judicial 
laws, which expired together with. the 
ftate of that people; not-obliging any 
now by virtue of that inftitution, their 1Cor.ix. 8,4, 
general equity only being of moral.ufe. 1° 

5- The moral law doth for ever bind Rom.xiii. 3, 
all, as well juftified perfons as others to9- 10., 
the obedience thereof, and that not only James. 8 
in regard of the matter contained in.it,’” ae 
but alfo in refpect of the authcrity. of Matt. v.17, 
God the creator who gave, it; neither'? 19. _ 
doth Chrift in the gofpel any way diffolve,~°"" a 
but much {ftrengthen this obligation. er! 

6, Altho’ true believers be not under, 
the law, as a covenant of works to be Rom. vi. 14. 
thereby juftified or condemned, yet it ee a 
of great ufe to them, as well as to others, Rae, = 
in that, as a rule of life, informing them Rees 
of the will of God, and their duty, it vii 7, Ge. 
directs and binds them to walk accord- 
ingly ; difcovering alfo the finful polluci- 
ons of their natures,-hearts, and lives, fo 
as examining themfelves thereby they 
may come to further conviction of humi- 
liation for, and hatred againft fin; to- 
gether with a clearer fight of the need 
they have of Chri/?; and the perfection af 
his obedience. It is likewile of ufe to 
the regenerate, to reftrain their corrupu- 
ons in that it forbids fin; and the threat. 
nings of it ferve to thew what even their, 
jins deferve, and what afflictions in this 
life they may expect for them, altho’ 
freed from the cyrfe and unallayed rigor 

thereot. 
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thereof. Thefe promifes of it likewife 
fhew them God’s approbation of obedi- 
ence, and what bleflings they may expe& 
upon the performance thereof, tho’ not 
4s due to them by the law as a covenant 
of works; fo as man’s doing good, and 
Rom. vi. 12, refraining from evil, becaufe the law en- 


&e. courageth to the one, and deterreth from 
t Pet. iii. 8, the other, is no. evidence of his being 
a under the law, and not under grace. 


Gal.iii,21. 7. Neither are the forementioned ufes 

Ezek. xxxvi.of the law contrary to the grace of the 

a2 gofpel, but do fweetly comply with it, 
the fpirit of Chrift fubduing and enabling 
the will of man to do that freely and 
cheerfully which the will of God revealed 
in the law, requireth to be done. 


CG). He Ao PaeleX; 


Of the Gofpel, and of the Extent of the 
Grace thereof. 


1. The covenant of works being broken 
by fin, and made unprofitable unto :life, 
God was pleafed to give forth the pro- 
Gen. iii. 15. mife of Chriff, the feed of the woman, 
as the means of calling the. elect, and 
begetting in them faith and repentance 5 
Rev. xiii. 8. in this promife the gofpel, as to the fub- 
ftance of it, was revealed, and therein 
effectual, for the converfion and falvation 

of finners. 
Rom.i.317. 2. ‘This promife of Chri/t, and falvation 
by him is revealed only by the word of 
God, neither do the works of creation, 
or 
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or providence, with the light of nature Rom. x. t4, 
make difcovery of Chrif, or of grace by 15+ 17: 
him, fo much as in a’general' or ob{cure 
ways much ‘Tefs,. that men deftitute of Prov. xxix.18 
the revelation of him’ by the promife or Maiah xxv.7. 
gofpel fhould be enabled thereby, to at- 18-3 3- 
tain faving faith or repentance. 

3. Therevelation of the Gofpel unto 
finners,-made in diverfe times, and by 
fumdry parts, with the addition of pro- 
mifes, and precepts, for the obedience 
required therein, as to the nations, and 
perfons, to whom it is granted is merely 
of the’fovereign will and good pleafure 
of'God ; not being annexed by virtue of Pf. cxlvii.ro. 
any promife, to the due improvement of A*s xvi. 7. 
men’s riatural abilities, by virtue of com- 
mon light received, without st 3 which Rom. i. 18, 
none ever did make or can fo do, and& 
therefore in all ages the preaching of the 
gofpel hath been granted unto perfons 
and nations, as to the extent, or ftreight- 
ning of it in great variety, according te 
the council of the will of God. 

4. Altho’ the gofpel be the only out- 
ward means, of revealing Chriff and 
faving grace, and is as fuch, abundantly 
fufficient thereunto’; yet that men, who 
are dead in trefpaties, may be born again, Pf. cx. 3. 
quickened, ‘or regenerated, there is more-1 eet Ue 14, 
over neceflary an eficctual infuperabley bse ara 
work of the holy fpirit upon the whole 3 Cor. iy 46. 
foul, for the producing in them a new 
fpiritual life; without which no other 
méans will effect their converfion untd 
God. 

CHAP. 
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Of Chriftian Liberty, and Liberty of Con- 
fciente. 


1. The liberty which Chrif# hath pur- 

chafed for believers under the goipel, 

Gal. iii. 13. confifts in their freedom from the guilt -of 
i.4- fin, the condemning wrath oi. God, the 

Aas xxvi-18- igor and curfe of the law, and in their 
Rom. viii. 3., © : Fi i k 
viii. 23,being delivered’ from this prefent evil 
3Cor.xv. 55, world, bondage to Satas, and dominion 
we. of fin, from the evil of afflictions, the 

Ea fear and fting of death, the victory of 

om.vili.15. } } 

Luke. 7, the grave, and everlafting damnation ; 
1 Johniv. 78.as alfo'in their free accefs to God, and 
Gal. iii-9,14-their yielding obedience unto him, not 

out of flavifh fear, but a child-like love, 

and willing mind. All which were com- 

mon alfo to believers under the law for 

the fubftance of them; but under the new 
teftament, the liberty of chriftians is fur- 

ther enlarged in their freedom from the 

yoke of the ceremonial law, to which 

John vit. 38, the Fewifh church was fubjected, and in 


39-, _ greater boldnefs of accefs to the throne 
gy, '” of grace, and in fuller communications of 


the free fpirit of God, than believers 
under the law did ordinarily partake 
of. 
Jamesiv.tz. 2. God alone is Lord of the confci- 
Nees 4: ence, and hath left it free from the doc- 
a Be trines and commandments of men, which 
1 Cor. vii. 23.are in any thing contrary to his word, or 
Matt.xv. 9. not contained in it. So that to believe 
fuch 


fuch doctrines, or obey fuch, commands Col. ii. 20, 
out of confcience, is to betray true li-Se 
berty of confcience; and the requiring of ' ek pe 
an implicit faith, and abfolute and blind? ~"'” ** 
obedience, is to deftroy liberty of con- 
{cience, and reafon alfo. 

3. They who, upon pretence of chri- 
ftian liberty, do practife any fin, or cherith 
any finful luft; a3 they do thereby pervert 
the main delign of the grace of the gof- 
pel to their own deftruction, fo they Rom. vit, 
wholly deftroy the end of chriftian li-Gal.v. 13. 
berty ; which is, that being delivered out 2 Pet. ii. 18, 
of the hands of all our enemies, we*' 
might ferve the Lord without fear, in 
holinefs and righteoufnefs before him, all 
the days of our lives. 


CHAP. XXII. 
Of religious Worfbip, and the Sabbath-day. 


1. The light of nature fhews that there 
is a God, who hath lordfhip and fove- 
reignty over all; is juft, good, and doth 
good unto all; and is therefore to be 
teared, loved, praifed, called upon, truft- 
ed in, and ferved, with all the heart, and Jer. x. 7. 
all the foul, and with all the might. But Mark xii. 33. 
the acceptable way of worfhipping Re eee 
true God, is inftituted by himfelf, and fo 
limited by his own revealed will, that he 
may not be worfhipped according to the 
imaginations and devices of men, or the Exo1.ii.4,5,6 
fuggefticns of Satay, under any vifible 
reprefentations, or any other way, not 
prefcribed in the holy foriptures. 


Blo Re- 
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Mattiv.g,1o. 2. Rekgious worflip-is to be given to 
John vi. 23. God the father, fon, and holy fpirit; and 
pets xxv to him alone; not to angels, faints or any 
Rom. i. 2s. Other creatures; and fince the fall not 
Col. ii. 18. without a mediator, nor in the mediation 
ev. xix. 10 of any other but Chri/f alone. 
bo pk: P 3. Prayer with thank{giving being. one 
"part of. natural worthip, is by God ree 
Pf. xcv. 1,7.quired of all men. But that it may be 
Ixv.2. accepted it is to be made in the name of 
ies *Y- '3>the fon, by the help of the fpirit, accord- 
Rom. viii.26,1ng to his will, with~ underitanding, re- 
t John v. 14.verence, humility, fervency, faith, love, 
2Cor.xiv. 16, and perfeverance; and when with others, 
wa in a known tongue. 
»Tim. ii.t,2. 4+ Prayer is to be made for things lawe 
2Sam. vii. 29. ful, and for all forts of men living, or 
xii. 21,8. that fhall live hereafter, but-not for the 
¥ John v. 16. dead, nor for thofe of whom it may be 
known, that they have finned the fin unto 
death. 
rTim.iv.r3, 5- Lhe reading of the. fcriptures, 
2 Tim, iv. 2. preaching and hearing the word of God, 
et te teaching and admonifhing one another in 
ras it pialms, hymns, and {piritual fongs, linging 
Matt. xxviii. With grace in our hearts to the-Lord, 4s 
19, 20. alfo the adminiftration of baptifm, and 
1 Cor. xv. 26the Lord’s-fupper, are all parts of réli- 
Either iv. 16. ,: ee - “fe i 
foel ii. 12, 2104S worfhip of God to be performed in 
Exod. xv. 1, Obedience to him with underttanding, 
ite ie faith, reverence, and godly fear; more= 
Picvil. over, folema humiliation, with faftings 
and thank{givings, upon -{pecial. occations, 
ought to be uled in an holy and religious 
manner. 


4, Neither 
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6. Neither prayer, nor any other part 
of religious worfhip, is now, under the 
gofpel, tied unto, or made more accept- 
able by any place in which it is perform- 
ed, or towards which it is-direéted, but johniy, 21. 
God is to be worfhipped every where inMal. i. 11, 
fpirit and in truth 5 as in private families? Tim. i 8. 
daity, and in fecret each one by himfelf, Hy in 
fo more folemnly in the publick affemblies, Pf. ty. 17. 
which are not carelefly nor wilfully to be Matt. vi. 6. 
neglected or forfaken, when Ged by his macs 
word or providence calleth thereunto. 9“ 

7. As it is of the law of nature, that 
in general, a proportion of time by God’s 
appointment, be fet apart for the worfhip 
of God, fo by his word in a pofitive, 
moral, and. perpetual commandment; 
binding all men in all ages, he hath par- 
ticularly appointed one day in feven for Exod.xx. % 
a fabbath to be kept holy unto him, which 
from the beginning of the world, to the 
refurrection of Chrift was the laft day of 
the week, and from the refurrection of 
Chrift was changed into the firft day of the 1Cor.xyi.1,23 
week, which is called the Lord’s day; and os ee 
is to be continued to the end of the world, **” * ** 
as the chriftian fabbath; the obfervation 
of the laft day of the week being abolifhed. 

8. The fabbath is then kept holy unto 
the Lord, when men after a due pre- 
paring of their hearts, and ordering their Ifaiah Wwiii.r 
common affairs aforehand, do not only Neh. xiii.15, 
obferve an holy reft all the day, from 3 
their own works, words, and thoughts, 
about.their worldly employment and re- 
creations, but alfo are taken up the whole 

time 


aise 
42. 


96 
Matt. xii. 1, 
13. 


Exod. xx. 7 
Deut. x. 20. 
Jergive 2 
2 Chron. vi. 
32; 23. 


Corie s 
Neh. xiii. 25. 


fev. xix 12. 


jer. XXill. 10, 
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time it-the publick and private exercifes 
of his worfhip, and in the duties of ne~ 
cellity and mercy 


CHAP. XXII. 
Of lawful Oaths and Vows. 


1. A lawful oath is a part of religious 
worthip, wherein the perfon {wearing in 
truth, righteoufnefs, and judgment, fo- 
lemnaly calleth God to witneis what he 
fweareth ; and to judge him according 
to the truth or tfalfeneis thereof. 

2. The name of God only is that by 
which men ought to fwear; and therein 
it is to be ufed with all holy fear and re- 


verence ; therefore to {wear vainly or 


_ rafhly by that glorious and dreadful name, 


or to {wear at all by any other thing, is 


- finful and to.be abhorred ; yet as in mat- 
‘ ter of weight and moment, for confir- 


mation of truth, and ending all ftrife, an 
oath is warranted by the word of God; 
fo a lawful oath being impofed by lawful 
authority, in fuch matters, ought to be 
taken. 

3. Whofoever taketh an oath warrant- 
ed by the word of God ought duly to 
confider the righteoufnels of fo folemn 
an act, and therein to avouch nothing 
but what he knoweth to be the truth ; 
for that by rath, falie and vain oaths, the 
Lord is. provoked, and for them this 
land mourns: 


4. An 
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4- An oath is to be taken in the plain 
and common fenfe of the words, without Pf. xxiv. 4. 
equivocation, or mental refervation. 

5- Avow, which is not to be made to 
any creature, but to God alone, is to be Pf. Ixxvi.1r. 
made and performed with all religious Ce: x*vili- 
care and faithfulnefs. But popith mo-7 Cor vii 8 
naftical vows, of perpetual fingle life, Eph. iv. 28. 
profefled poverty, and regular obedience, Matt. xix.11, 
are fo far from being degrees of higher 
perfection, that they are fuperttitious, 
and finful fnares, in which ‘no chriftian 
may intangle himfelf 


Gy HeAeP =XOurV. 
Of the civil Magiftrate. 
1. God the fupreme Lord and King of 


all the world hath ordained civil magi- 
ftrates to be under him over the people, 
for his own glory, and the publick good, Rom. xiii. t. 
and to this end hath armed them with the 
power of the {word, for defence and en- 
couragement of them that do good, and 
for the punithment of evil doers. 

2. It is lawful for chriftians to accept 
and execute the office of a magiftrate - 
when called thereunto; in the manages 354m.x4u1.3. 

; : IXXXi1. 3,4. 

ment whereof, as they ought efpecially 
to maintain juftice, and peace, according 
to the wholefome laws of each kingdom 
and commonwealth ; fo for that end they 
may lawfully now under the new teftament Luke iii. 14. 
wage war upon juft and neceflary occafi- 


Ons. wees 
G 3. Civil 
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3. Civil magiftrates being fet up by 
God, for the ends aforefaid, fubjection in- 
all lawful things commanded by them, 
Rom. xiii. 5, ought to be yielded by us in the Lord, 
6,7. not only for wrath but for confcience fake; 
i 17° and we ought to make fupplications and 
oll, 152. 2 , 

prayers, for kings and all that are in au- 
thority, that under them we may live a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs 

and honefty. 


CTA PD eau: 
Of Marriage. 


Gen. ii. 24. 1. Marriage is to be between one man 
Mal. ii, 15- and one woman, neither is it lawful for 
Matt. xIX. 5, any man to have more than one wife, nor 
for any woman to have more than one 
husband at the fame time. 
Gen. ii. 18. 9, Marriage was ordained for the mu- 
; Cee tual help of husband and wife, for the 
i increafe of mankind with a legitimate 
iffue, and for preventing of uncleannefs. 
Heb. xiii 4. 3. It is lawful for all forts of people to 
Con vil 35, MAPEY> who are able with judgment to 
7"? sive their confent ; yet it is the duty of 
chriftians te marry in the Lord; and 
' therefore fuch as profefs the true. religi- 
on fhould not marry with infidels, or 
Neh. xili.25,idolaters ; neither fhould fuch as are 
Fe godly be unequally yoked, by marrying 
with fuch as are wicked in their life, or 
maintain damnable herefy. 


ac 4. Marriage ought not to be within the 
I Ville > eat 1 ( 
1 Cor. v.1, degrees of confanguinity or affinity, for- 


bidden in the word ; nor can fuch inceftu- 
ous 
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ous marriage ever be made lawful, by 
any Jaw of man or confent of parties, fo 
as thofe perfons may live together as man 
and wite. 


CHAP. XXVI. 
Of the Church. 


1, The catholick or univerfal church, 
which, with refpfect to the internal work 
of the fpirit and truth of grace, may be Heb. xii. 23. 
called invitible, confifts of the whole Col. i. 18. 
number of the eleét that have been, are, =Ph-#.10,22. 
or fhall be gathered into one under Chriff. “79? ?7 
the head thereof; and is the fpoufe, the 
body, the fulnefs of him that filleth all 
in all. 

2. All perfons throughout the world, 
profeffing the faith of the gofpel, and 
obedience unto God by Chriff according 
unto it, not deftroying their own pro=1 Cor.i. 2. 
feflion by any errors, everting the foun- Ads xi. 26. 
dation, or unholinefs of converfation, ane; re i 

i : sHiDe a2 
and may be called, vifible faints, and of ¢,. 
fuch ought all particular congregations to 
be conftituted. 

3. The pureft churches under heavens Cor. xv. 
are fubject to mixture and error 5 gnc 
fome have fo degenerated, as to become jpeg ii 3 A 
no churches of Chriff, but fynagogues of 12. 

Satan; neverthelefs, Chrift always hath Mate. xvi.18. 
had, and ever fhall have a kingdom in Pi. ees 
this world, to the end thereot, of fuch as poy xii we 
believe in him, and make profeffion of his | 


name. } 
G 2 Aeuhe 
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Col.i18. 4. The Lord %efus Chrift is the head 
pets of the church, in whom, by the appoint- 
Eph. yyy, Ment of the father, all power for the 
, ” calling, inftitution, order, or government 
2Theff. ii.2,9 of the church is inveftéd in a fupreme - 
and fovereign manner, neither can the 
pope of Rome, in any fenfe, be head 
thereof, but is that Antichrift, that man 
of fin, and fon of perdition, that exalteth 
himfelf in the church againft Chri, and 
all that is called God; whom the Lord 
fhall deftroy with the brightnefs of his 
coming. 

5. In the execution of this power 
wherewith he is fo intrufted, the Lord 
efus calléth out of the world unto him- 
felf, through the miniftry of his word, 
apts ule by his fpirit, thofe that are given unto 
yee him by his father that they may walk be- 
20. ore him in all the ways of obedience, 
which he preferibeth to them in his word. 
Thofe thus ‘called, he commandeth to 
.... Walk together in’ particular focieties; or 
xvul-15,20 churches, for their mutual edification, 
and the due performance of fhat publick 
worthip, which he requireth, of them in 

the world. 

6. The members of thefe churches are 
faints by calling, vifibly manifeftiig and 
evidencing in and by their profeffion and 
walking, their obedience unto that call 
of Chri? ; and do willingly confent to 
walk together, according to the appoint- 
ment of Chriff, giving up themfelves to 
the Lord, and one to another, by the 

will 


Roni. i. 7. 
Corsi. 
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will of God, in profefled fubjeétion to A&sii.41,42. 
the ordinances of the Gofpel. V. 13, 14. 
7. ‘Vo each of thefe churches thus? © %*: '3- 
gathered according to his mind, declared 
in his word, he hath given all that power Matt.xviii.17 
and authority, which is any way needful 13. | 
for their carrying on that order in wor-! CY: 45) 
fhip and difcipline, which he hath in- 5%. ii. 6 
ftituted for them to obferve, with com-3. 
mands and rules, for the due and right 
exerting and executing of that power. 

8. A particular church gathered and 
compleatly organized, according to the 
mind of Cbhrift, contifts of officers and 
members ; and the officers appointed by 
Chriff to be chofen and fet apart by the 
church, fo called and gathered, for the 
peculiar adminiftration of ordinances, and 
execution of power, or duty, which he 
intrufts them with, or calls them to, to qas xx. 1-, 
be continued to the end of the world, are 23. 
bifhops or elders, and deacons. _ Phil. i. 1. 

9. The way appointed by Chrif? for 
the calling of any perfon, fitted and gifted 
by the holy fpirit, unto the office of 
bifhop, or elder in a church, is, that he 
be chofen thereunto by the common fut= Ade xiv. 23. 
frage of the church itfelf; and folemnly S¢ 1 Orig? 
fet apart by faiting and prayer, with im- ‘in iv. rag. 
pofition of hands of the elderfhip of the aasvi.3,s,6. 
church, if there be any before confti- 
tuted therein. And of a deacon, that he 
be chofen by the like fuffrage, and fet 
apart by prayer and the like impofition 


of hands. 
Ce Io. The 


27» 
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10. The work of paftors being con- 
ftantly to attend the fervice of Cbri/f, in 
his churches, in the miniftry of the word, 
and prayer, with watching for their fouls, 
Aasvi.4, a8 they that muft give an account to him, 
Heb. xiii. 17.1t is incumbent on the churches to whom 

they minifter, not only to give them all 

due refpeét, but alfo to communicate to 

them of all their good things, according 
1Tim. v.17,to their ability, fo as they may have a 
Ou. 6. - comfortable fupply, without being them- 
Seine. felves intangled in fecular aliairs 5 and 
1 Tim, iii. 2, may alfo be capable of exercifing hofpi- 
1Cor.ix.6,14. tality towards others; and this is required 
by the law of nature, and by the exprefs 
order of our Lord “e/is, who hath or- 
dained, that they that preach the gofpel 
fhould live of the gofpel. 

11. Altho’ it be incumbent on the bi- 
fhops or paftors of the churches, to be 
inftant-in preaching the word by way of 
office, yet the work of preaching the 
the word is not fo peculiarly confined 


POW. Se des : 

25 to them, but that others alfo gifted, 

1 Pet. iv. 10,and fitted by the holy fpirit for it, 

VI. and approved and called by the 
church, may, and ought to perform 
it. 


1Thefi.v.r4. 12. As all believers are bound to join 

2Thefl. ii. 6,themfelves to particular churches, when 

eee and where they have opportunity fo to 
do; fo all that are admitted unto the pri- 
vileges of a church, are alfo under the 
cenfures and government thereof, accord- 
ing to the rule of Chrif. 


13. No 
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13. No church members, upon any 
offence taken by them, having performed 
their duty required of them towards the 
perfon they are offended at, ought to 
difturb any church order, or abfent them- 
felves from the affemblies of the church, 
or adminiftration of any ordinances, upon Matt. xviii. 
the account of fuch offence at any of their 15> 
fellow members, but to wait upon Chrift, PPR paces 
in the further proceeding of the church. 

14. As each church, and all the mem-Eph. vi. 18. 
bers of it, are bound to pray continually P! oxi) o 
for the good and profperity of all the 
churches of Chrift, in all places, and upon 
all occafions to further every one within 
the bounds of their places and callings, 
in the exercife of their gifts and graces ; 
fo the churches, when planted by the 
providence of God, fo as they may enjoy 
opportunity and advantage for it, ought Rom.xvi.1,2. 
to hold communion amongft themfelves 3 John viii. 9, 
for their peace, increafe of love, and mu-'° 
tual edification. 

15. In cafes of difficulties or differences, 
either in point of doétrine or adminiftra- 
tion; wherein either the churches in ge- 
neral are concerned, or any one church, in 
their peace, union, and edification, or 
any member, or members, of any church 
are injured, in or by any proceedings in 
cenfures, not agreeable to truth and order: 

Jt is according to the mind of Cbri/7, 
that many churches holding communion 
together, do by their meflengers meet to Aas xv. 2, 4, 
confider, and give their advice in or ane 6. 
that 
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As xxii. 23,that matter in difference, to be reported 

25. to all the churches concerned ; howbeit 
thefe meflengers aflembled, are not intruft- 
ed with any. church power -properly fo 
called ; or with any jurifdiction over the 
churches themfelves, to exercife any cen- 

z Cor. i. 24. fures either over any churches, or perfons 5 

rJohniv. 1. or to impofe their determination on the 
churches or officers. 


CPE As Pose XT; 
Of the Communion of Saints. 


1, All faints that are united to Fe/us 

1 Johni. 3. Chriff, their head, by his‘fpirit, and taith, 

er em altho’ they are not made thereby one 

Rese 5,6, perfon with him, have fellowdhip in his 

Eph. iv. 15, gfaces, fufferings, death, refurrection, and 

16. _ glory, and being united to one another in 

1 Cor. xii. 7.Jove, they have communion in each o- 

Nio2t, Gee ee : 

1Theff, v.11,t0ers gifts, and graces, and are obliged 

Wwe to the performance of fuch duties, pub- 

Rom.i.12. Jick and private, in an orderly_way, as do 

ron ™-17,conduce to their mutual good, both in 
Gal. vi. 70, the anward and outward'man. 

2. Saints by profeffion, are bound to 

' maintain an holy fellowfhip and communi- 

on in the worfhip of God, and in per- 

Heb. x. 24, forming fuch other fpiritual fervices as 


tat an tend to théir mutual edification; as alfo 
AQ xii. 29, 1 relieving cach other in outward things, 
$0, according to their feveral abilities and ne- 


’ ceffities ; which communion according to 
Eph. vi. 4. the rule of the gofpel, though efpecially 
to 


1Cor, xii. 14, 


oP 
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to be-exercifed by them in the relation 

wherein they ftand, whether in families 

or churches, yet asGod offereth opportu- 

nity, is'to be extended to all the houfhold 

of faith, even all-thofe who in every. place 
call-upon the name of the Lord Fefis, 
neverthelefs, their communion one with Aasy. 4. 
another as faints doth not take away orEphj‘iv. 28. 
infringe the title or propriety which each 

man hath in his goods and poffeffions. 


CTH eATEe Sov. 
Of Baptifim, and the Lord’s-/upper. 


1. Baptifm and the Lord‘s-fupper, are 
ordinances of politive and fovereign in- 
ftitution appointed by the Lord “fe/us the mate, xxviii, 
only. lawgiver, to be continued in histo, 20. 
church to'the end of the world. 1 Cor. xi. 26. 

2. Thefe holy appointments are to be Matt. xxviii. 
adminiftred by thofe only who are quali-19. 
fied and thereunto called according to the | Cor #¥- 3 
commiffion of Chrift. 


Conv A PR) OXI: 
Of Baptifm, 


1. Baptifm is an ordinance of the new Ronivis. 4, 
teftament, ordained by Yefus Chrijt, to be Be 
unto the party baptized a fign of his teleQoi i! ye 5 
lowfhip with him, in his death sand refureairk §. 4) 7s 
rection 5 of his being ingrafted into him ; Aas xxvi.16, 
of remiffion of fins; and of his giving up Ror v > 

untg 
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unto God thro’ “e/us Chrift, to live and 


walk in newnefs of life. 
Mark xvi.16. 2+ Lhofe who do actually profefs re- 
A&s viii. 38, pentance towards God, faith in, and obe- 
37- dience to our Lord “fefus Chrift, are the 
only proper fubyects of this ordinance. 
Matt. xxviii. 3. The outward element to be ufed in 
19, 20. _—_— this ordinance is water, wherein the party 
A&s vill. 33. - : . . 
is to be baptized, in the name of the 
father, and of the fon, and of the holy 
{pirit. 
Matt. iii. 16. 4 Immerfion, or dipping of the perfon 
John iii. 23. in water, is neceflary to the due admini- 
ftration of this ordinance. 


CGukiwAl Pie ie: 
Of the Lord’ s-fupper. 
1. The fupper of the Lord “fefas was 


inftituted by him, the fame night wherein 
he was betrayed, to be obferved in his 
churches unto the end of the world, for 
the perpetual remembrance, and fhewing 
1 Cor, xi. 23, forth the facrifice of himfelf in his death, 
Se. « .firmation of the faith of believers in 
all the benefits thereof, their fpiritual 
nourlhment, and growth in him, their 
further engagement in, and to all duties 
x. 15, &%. which they owe unto him; and to bea 
bond and'pledge of their communion with 

him, and with each other. 

2. Jn this ordinance Chrift is not offered 
up to his father, nor any real facrifice 
made at all for remifiton of fin, of the 

quick 
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quick or dead; but only a memorial of 

that one offering up of himfelf, by him~- 

felf upon the crofs, once for all; and a 

{piritual oblation of all poflible praife un-Heb. ix. 25, 
to God for the fame. So that the popifh &. 
facrifice of the mafs, as they call it, jg Cr. xi. 24. 
moft abominably injurious to Chrift’s own spel ake 
only facrifice, the alone propitigtion for 7” 

all the fins of the elect. 

3.. The Lord Fefzs hath in this ordi- 
nance appointed his minifters to pray, and 
blefs the elements of bread and wine, 
and thereby to fet them apart from a 
common to an holy ufe, and to take and 
break the bread, to take the cup, and, they 1 Cor. xi, 23, 
communicating alfo themfelves, to give &e. 
both to the communicants. 

4. The denial of the cup to the people, 
worfhipping the elements, the lifting them Mate. xxvi, 
up, or carrying them about for adoration, 26, &c. 
and referving them for any pretended *v-9- 
religious ufe, are all contrary to the fe eS. 
ture of this ordinance, and to the inftitu- 
tion of Chrift. 

5. The outward elements in this oxdi- 
nance, duly fet apart to the ufes ordaiagd 
by Chrift, have fuch relation to him cru- 
cified, as that truly, alcho’ in terms ufed 
figuratively, they are fometimes called by; Cor. xi. 27. 
the name of the things they reprefent, to xi. 26, 28. 
wit, the body and blood of Chri/?, albeit in 
fubftance and nature they ftill remain truly 
and only bread and wine, as they were 
before. | 

6. That doctrine which maintains a 
change of the fubftance of bread and 


wine, 
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A&s iii. 21. wine, into the fubftance of Chrift’s bady 

Luke xxiv.6, and blood, commonly called tranfubftanti- 

LEA 4 ation, by confecration of a prieft, or by 

a5. any other way is repugnant not to ferip- 
ture alone, but even to common fenfe and 
reafon, overthroweth the nature of the 
ordinance, and hath been, and is, the 
caufe of manifold fuperftitions, yea of 
grofs idolatries. 

7. Worthy receivers outwardly par- 
taking of the vifible elements in this or- 
dinance, do then alfo inwardly by faith, 

Cor. x.16. really and indeed, yet not carnally and 
xi. 23» 26. corporally, but fpiritually receive, and 
feed upon Chrift crucified, and. all the be- 
nefits of his death; the body and blood 
of Chrift being then not corporally or car- 
nally, but fpiritually prefent to the faith 
of believers in that ordinance, as the ele- 
ments themfelvyes are to their outward 
fen{es. 

$. All ignorant and. ungodly perfons, 
as they are unfit to enjoy communion with 

2 Cor. vi. 14,Chrift, fo are they unworthy of the Lord’s 
15. table, and cannot, without great fin a- 
gainft him, while they remain fuch, par- 
x Cor. xi.29.take of thefe holy myfteries, or be ad- 
Matt. vil. ©. mitted thereunto: yea, whofoever fhall 
_ receive unworthily, are guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord, eating and drink- 

ing judgment to themfelves. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


Of the State of man after Death, and of 
the Refurreltion of the Dead. 


1. The bodies of men after death re- Gen, iii. 19. 
turn to duft and fee cotruption ; buttheir A@s xiii. 36. 
fouls, which neither die nor fleep, having 
an immortal fubfiftence, immediately ‘re- 
return to Ged who gave them: The fouls Eccief. xii. 7, 
of the righteous being then made perfect 
in holinefs, are received into paradife, 
where they are with Chrif, and behold Luk.xxiii.43. 
the face of God in light and glory, wait- aarti 
ing for the full redemption of theirjyy yi; 
bodies, and the fouls of the wicked are Jude 6, 7. 
caft into hell,- where they remain in tor-1 Pet. iii. 9. 
ment and utter darknefs, referved to the Luke xvi.z3, 
judgment of the great day ; befides thefe** 
two places, for fouls feparated from their 
bodies, the fcripture acknowledgeth 
none. . 

2., At the laft day, fuch of the faints ast Cor. xv.51, 
are found alive fhall not fleep, but best 
changed 3 and all the dead thall be raifed Joh xix. ca 
up. with the felffame bodies, and none2z. 
other ; although with different qualities, 1Cor. xv. 42, 
Which hall be united again to their fouls+3- 
for ever. 

3. The bodies of the unjuft fhall, by Aas xxiv.rs. 
the power of Chriff, be raifed to dif- ees 
honour; the bodies of the juit, by his) °° 7" 
fpirit, unto honour ; and be made con- 
erable to his own glorious body. 


CHAP. 


WO AIP PALA NSDETS 


CIA ASP. UX ID 
Of the laft “fudgment. 


A&s xvii.31. 1. God hath appointed a day wherein 
Johav.22,27. he will judge the world in righteoufnefs 
‘aed 3° by Fefius Chrift, to whom all power and 
> Cor. v. 10. Judgment is given of the father ; in which 
Ecclef. xii 14.day not only the apoftate Angels fhall be 
Matt. xii. 36. judged, but likewife all perfons that have 
ab . dived upon-the earth, fhall appear before 
Matt.xxv.32.the the tribunal of Chr.ff, to give an ac- 
bc, count of their thoughts, words, and deeds, 
and to receive according to what they 
have done in the body, whether good or 
evil. 

2. The end of God’s appointing this 
day, is for the manifeftation*of the glory 
of his mercy, in the eternal falvation of 
the elect ; and of his juftice, in the eter- 

Rom. ix. 2z.nal damnation of the reprobate, who are 
23. wicked and difobedient; for. then {hall 
the righteous go into everlafting lite, and 
receive that fulnefs of joy and glory, 
with everlafting reward in the prefence 
Matt.xxv.21,0f the Lord: but the wicked, who know 
34-, sg Bot God, and obey not the gofpel of 
rte eae Chrift, fhall be caft into eternal 
Mark ix. 48, torments, and punifhed with everlafting 
2 Thefl.i.7, deftruction, from the prefence of the 
Se. Lord, and from the glory of his 
power. 

3. As Chrift would have us to be cer- 

tainly perfuaded that there fhall be a 
es v.10 day of judgment, both to deter all men 
from 
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from fin, and for the greater confolation 2 Theft i. 5, 
of the godly, in their adverfity, fo will 

he have that day unknown to men, that 

they may fhake off all carnal fecurity, and 

be always watchful, becaufe they know Markxiii.gs, 
not at what hour the Lord will come,&. _ 
and may ever be prepared to fay, Come, aa 35» 


Lord Fefus, come quickly. _Amen. Rev. iF 20. 
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AND | 
JOHN ROBINSON, 
Upon Horfe -ly-down zn Southwark, 


GARDS Young Gentlentlem and teacheth 


them 
ARITHMETIC, NAVIGATION, 
ALGEBRA, GEOGRAPHY, 
GEOMETRY, ASTRONOMY, 


And other Parts of the Mathematicks. The Italian. 
Method of Book-keeping, call’d Merchants Ac- 
compts, with the other Methods of Bock-keeping, 
as practifed by Merchants, Shop-Keepers, and 
others. 


They alfo Sell all Sorts of Artificers Rules, and Ma- 
thematical Inftruments, both for Sea and Land, and 
Cafes of Inftruments fitted for the Pocket. And all 
Sorts of Mathematical and Sea Books, Pilots, Sea 
Charts, both plain and Mercator, for all Parts of the 
known World; Paper, Paper Books, either for Shops 
or Compting-houfes ; the beit Ink, Ink-Powder, and 
all other Stationary Wares. And alfo Globes of 3, 
g, 12, and 16 Inches Diameter ; and Weather-glafies 
carefully fitted up and made portable. Likewife all 
Sorts of Books in Divinity, Law, Hiftory, and of any 
Subject. And alfo the beft Spectacles, Reading- 
neta Velefcopes, Microfcopes, and oher Optic 
Glafles. 
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of AM very fenfible that I come fhort refpett- 
ing the due charaéter of many of the wor- 
thy gentlemen I have mentioned, and 
that there are many more whofe memories 
ought to have been eternized in this hif- 
me ‘tory. Some indeed I had reafon to ex- 

pect, being promifed them, but they are not 
yet come to my hands. Others, it may be, les buried in 
oblivion, my defign having not yet reached the knowledge of 
thofe who are able to communicate them. But there are 
others who have with-held their communications at the in- 
ftigation of fome few male-contents, who have, without 
any ground, not only contemned, but alfo mifreprefented my 
defign. I choofe rather to pity than mention them, believing 
the publication of thefe volumes will fufficiently confute their 
invidious as well as ill-grounded defign. 

It is very evident, that the fteadinefs, zeal and virtues 
of the Englith Baptifts, have drawn upon them the malice 
of thofe who are enemies to God and gocanefs; who have, 
with fuch confidence and affurance, vented their ill-grounded 
calummies, fo as to impofe on well-meaning men, who had 
not leifure or opportunity to examine into the truth of things. 
The principal defign therefore of this undertaking 15, to fet 
their innocent and inoffenfive bebaviour in a true light 5 and 
L have found little more requifite, than the (es the feve- 
val tranfactions of their conduct before tbe world , the 
which I have now finifbed as far as my matertals would af~ 
ford, and given a fair and an he hiftory of them. How 
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well I have fucceeded muft be left to others to judge; I can 
only fay, in my own excufe, that I have done my beft, and 
that it will be very agreeable to me to fee it better done by 
others, of more leifure, greater abilities and learning , efpe- 
cially, if any thing done by me may be of ufe to advance and 
improve Juch a defign; and that I am not confctous to my 
Self of any wilful or defigned miftakes or omiffions, having, 
throughout the whole, endeavoured to exhibit plain and 
naked truth, without being biafs’d to any party whatfoever 5 
and, if Iam miftaken in any point, I fhall efteem it a 
particular favour to be fet right, and take the firft opportu- 
nity that prefents to acknowledge and amend it. 

It is true, the Englith Baptifts are unbappily difunited 
and diftinguifbed, as I have before obferved,. by the title of 
generals and particulars ; and therefore I declared to the 
reader, at firft fetting out, that I was well aware, that 
fome things contained in this hiftory might awaken prejudice, 
cenfure, or difpleafure, and cccafion olsetticns and offence 
both to the treatife and myfelf. But I do affure my readers, 
that if I have, in the courfe of this hiftory, been more 
large in fetting forth the condutt, fteadine/s and zeal of one 
part of the Englith Baptitts than the other, it is by ac- 
cident, and not defign. Indeed I muft confefs, that this 
diftinétion always feemed to me as unreafonable as it is un- 
charitable, and would men but \ay ofide their prejuaices, I 
doubt not but a free converfation one wiih another would 
Joon remove it. For tho’ opinions or prattices, which have 
been long flanding, will have the force of prejudice on 
their fide ; yet they will make but a light impreffion on minds 
which have this fingle important queftion in their view, 
Whether they be lawful or unlawful, a duty or a fin? 

I muft beg leave to obferve bere, how well the reverend 
and learned Dr. Doppripce, im the fecond volume of 
bis Family Expofitor, ju? publile’d, has commented cn bis 
own tranflation of the commiffion of cur blefed Saviour, Go 
ye therefore and profelyte all nations, €¥c. «* Trender 
“* the word pabwrevedle, foys be, profelyte, that it may 
“* be duly diftinguifoed from Sid aczorles, teaching, with 
“* which cir verlion confounds it, The former feems to 

“ import 


To th READER, 


5° import inftruction in the effentials of religion, which it 
“* was neceffary adult perfons fhould know and fubmit to 
“* before they could regularly be admitted to baptifm ; the 
“¢ latter may relate to thofe more particular admonitions in 
<¢ regard to chriftian faith and prettice, which were to be 
<* Duilt upon that foundation 5 and adds, It is certain, thar 
“<< no argument can be drawn from hence to the prejudice 
<< of Infant Baptifm. For had Chrift fent out thefe 
“* miffionaries to propagate Judaifm in the world, be 
“* might have ufed the fame language, Go and profelyte 
<< all nations, circumcifing them in the name of the God 
*© of Hrael, teaching them to obferve ail that Mofes 
** commanded.” 

With bumble fubmiffion and all due deference to this 
learned and pious gentleman, I think it muft be the force of 
prejudice zhat has led him to this certainty. And there- 
fore thus query, Whether it would have been juftifiable, cr 
his fuppofed co:nmiffion, for after ages to circumcife cbil- 
dren before they were eight days old, or even to have cir- 
cumcifed them at all, without the commend of Mofes ? 
Again, whether it would have been juftifictle, in mercy to 
the infant?s body, to chanze the mode of the orcinance and 
only pare its nails, or prick the forefkin with a neeale or 
other inftrument, inftead of cutting it of ? The Doéfor 
grants, that pebwrevod|e, profelyte, feems to import in- 
firuétion, neceffary to be known and fubmitted to by adult 
perfons before baptifm ; therefore upon this head I fealt 
exhibit from Dr. Ruflel one argument inflead of many, 
which feems to me to be to the prejudice of Infant Bap- 
tifm, viz. ‘* That Chriff?s commiffion doth foew, who are 
<¢ to be baptized ; but it doth not few that infants are 
<< 49 be baptized: therefore infants are not the Julj:és 
“< of baptifm, according to Chrifi’s commiffion.” For if 
thofe that Chrift in his commiffion hath commanded fo be 
baptized, muff firft be profelyted , and our Lord, in his 
commiffion, did not require his apofiles to baptize any, but 
only fuch as they had before profelyted Ly teaching 5 then 


there is aneceflity, that ibey foould be actual eg 
efore 


To the READER. 


before they are baptized. And I prefume the Dottor will 
not affert, that infants can be fuch. 

Dr. Guise, in bis Practical Expofition, renders ua- 
Gilvodle, difciple, and fays, ‘* It feems to him, that difciple 
<< all nations, relates to the whole defign of Chrifi’s com- 
<¢ miffion, for making difciples to him 3” then it is abfurd 
to tell us, as be does, that there are circumftances in the 
fettled fate of the gofpel kingdom, which make it neceflary, 
thai believers children fhould be firft baptized, and after- 
wards taught, fo that, according to this gentleman, thofe 
are difciples who are baptized, tho’ they have never been 
taught, nor are yet capable of inftruttion: which exprefsly 
contradiéis our Lord himfelf, who faid, If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, 
and wife, and children, and brethren, and fifters, yea, 
and his own life alfo, he cannot be my difciple. And 
whofoever doth not bear his crofs, and come after 
me, cannot be my difciple *. Befides, our Saviour’s 
way, and that of John the Baptift, was, to make dif- 
ciples firft, and then to admit them to baptifm 5 for the 
text exprefsly tells us, That Jefus made and baptized 
more difciples than Fobu>. And the praétice of the 
apoftles abundantly confirm this, for we find, they firft 
taught the people to whom they came, exhorting them to 
repentance and faith, and then to be baptized : and we 
vead of none admitted to baptifm but thofe who made a 
folemn profeffion of repentance and faith. 

I have received from Burnham im Effex, an account of 
the fufferings of fome Baptifts there ; but the fame coming 
to my hands too late, could not be inferted in thefe volumes. 
I may, if God permit, render thefe volumes more compleat 
by a fupplement, and therefore fhall pay a due regard to 
Juch matters of fact, as come well attefted, aud worthy of 
yotice. 

@ Luke xiv. 26, 27 » John iv. 1. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HEREAS by an Advertifement at the 

End of Vol. II. it was propofed to print 

by Subfcription, a Second Edition of the 

practical Works of Mr. Benjamin Keach, 
in Three Volumes Foti10; to be delivered to the 
Subfcribers Weekly. But as fome are poffeffed of 
his Parables, others of his Metaphors, and others of 
both 5 they were defirous to compleat what they 
had, by having only what they wanted delivered to 
them according to that Propofal ; which would con- 
fequently have left many imperfect Setts in the Pub- 
lifher’s Hands to his Prejudice: He therefore now 
propofes to anfwer in general the Ends of the Sub- 
{cribers, by printing a Second Edition of the faid 
Volumes in Fo4tro, upon the following condi- 
tions, vz. 


1, Tue Parables to be delivered to the Subfcri- 
bers. Price bound in Calf, Twenty Shillings, 


Il. Tue Mezaphors, which now contain Two 
Volumes in Fo/0, to be printed in One; and de- 
livered to the Subfcribers. Price bound in Calf, 
Thirty Shillings. 


{II. Tue other praétical Works of the Author, 
which are now contained in feveral Volumes, Quarto, 
Offavo, &c. to be printed in One Volume, Folos 
with the Lire of the Author prefixed. To be de- 
livered to the Subfcribers, Price bound in Calf, 
Twenty Shillings. IV. 


ADVERTISMENT. 


IV. TuatT as foon as a fufficient Number are 
fabfcribed for, touching all, or any one of the Three 
Volumes, the fame will be fent to the Prefs, and 
public Notice given thereof. The Subfcribers then 
to pay one Half for what they fubfcribe, and the ozber 
Half at Delivery. 


V. Nowe will be deemed Subfcribers, but thofe 
who have paid one Half of their Subfcription, and 
taken proper Receipts for the fame. 


N.B. Tue Prattical Works of Mr. Keach con- 
tained in the Volume with his Life prefixed, will be, 


I. 4 Golden Mine opened 5 or, the Glory of God’s 
Rich Grace difplay’d in the Mediator to Be- 


hevers, 


Il. Tu = Counterfeit Chriftian, or, the Danger of 
Hypocrify. 


II. Tue AGrrow of true Fufification; or, Jutti- 
fication without Works, 


IV. Tue LEverlafting Covenant, a fweet Cordial 
for a drooping Soul. 


V. Tue Covenant of Grace opened. 
VI. Facob’s Ladder improved. 


VU. Tue Glory and Difcipline of a true Church 
difplay’d ; with fome other fmall Pieces to render the 
Volume compleat, 
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———' HE many attempts to render the 
ISN; religion of the Baptifts as the 
Nar vileft religion in the world, led 
ne me to examine the fame, without 
R278 any views of communicating my 
pmo ’ acquifitions thereupon to the 
world; but that contemptible account lately 
publifhed by the reverend Mr. Neale, whofe 
partiality put me upon a refclution to go through 
this laborious and difficult task; the refult of 
which ts laid together in thefe volumes, that have 
confiderably [welled beyond my firft intentions. 
Whether I have difcharged myfelf berein to the 
fatisfaction of the reader, I know not but fure 
Iam, I bave endeavoured what I propounded 
impartially ; and if I bave been neciffarily obli- 
ged to mention fome things which feem to expofe 
the practice and conduét of fome, other wife excel- 
lent men, and fuch who have fuffered nobly in 
the caufe of Chrift, it is only the barbarity of 
their aftions, not their perfons, nor profeffions, 
is thereby intended. 
a HOVW- 
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HOWEVER, notwithftanding all the pow- 
erful or politic attempts of men, I hope the reader 
has found, in the Englifh Baptifts, a prety 
aftive and zealous, foining through the blackeft 
clouds of malice and cruelty ; afflicted innocence 
triumphant 5 a patience unconquerable under the 
fierce? perfecutions ; a charity truly catholic and 
unlimited; a fimplicity and upright carriage in 
all their tranjadtions , a fobriety and temperance 
remarkable to the admiration of their enemtes. 
And in foort, the divine and holy precepts of the 
Gofpel drawn down into attion, and the moft ex- 
cellent genius and /pirit of the Chriftian religion 
breathing in the bearts and lives of the Englifh 
Baptifts. And I hope he has feen alfo a real and 
evident confutation of thofe fenfele/s and abfurd 
calumnies that have from time to time, very un- 
july, been faftened upon them. 

TO fuffer perfecution has not been the lot of 
the Englifh Baptifts only, but the Primitive 
Baptifts had the like meafure meted unto them. 
The learned Dr. Cave tells us *, ‘ That the Chri- 
‘ fiian religion, at its firjt appearance in the 
world, was likely to engage its followers in 
mifertes and fufferings, could not be unknown 
to any that confidered the nature of its doétrine, 
and the tendency of its defigns. The feverity 
of its precepts, fo direéily oppofite to the cor- 
riupt and vicious inclinations of men; the pu- 
rity of its worfbip fo flatly contrary to the loofe 
and obfcene rites and folemnities of the bea- 
thens , its abfolute inconfiftency with thofe re- 
ligions, which had obtained for fo many ages, 
© which then had fuch firm poffeffion of the minds 
of men, and all the powers and policies of the 
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world to fecure and back them, could not pro- 
phefy to it any kind of welcome entertainment. 
This fect, for fo they called it, was every 
where not only {poken, but fought againfte 
For fince men have a natural veneration for 
antiquity, and efpecially in matters of religion, 
they thought themfelves concerned to defend 
that way which had been conveyed to them from 
their anceftors, and to fet themfelves with 
might and main againft whatever might oppofe 
it, efpecially the great ones of thofe times ; 
and the Roman emperors made it their after 
defign, to opprefs and flifie this infant religion, 
and to banifh it out of the world. Hence thofe 
imperial orders that were daily fent abroad 
into all parts of ibe empire, to command and 
impower their governors, to ruin and defrroy 
the Chriftians, of which, that we may the 
better apprehend the form of them, tt may not 
be amifs to fet down one or two of them out of 
the atts of the Martyrs. This following was 
agreed upon, both by the emperors and the 
whole fenate of Rome. 
‘ DECIUS and Valerian emperors, tri- 
umpbers. conquerors, auguit, pious, together 
with toe whole fenate, by common confent de- 
creed thus. Whereas we have received the 
gifts and blefings of ibe Gals, by whom we 
enjoy victory over our enemies, as allo tempe- 
rate feafons, and fruits ix oveat plenty and 
abundance; fince we have founs ‘hem our 
great benefactors, and to fupply us wri. thofe 
things that ave univerfally beneficial to ail. 
We therefore unanimoufly decree, That ail or- 
ders of Men, as well children as fervants, fol- 
diers as private perfons, foall offer facrifices 
to the Gods, doing reverence and fupplication 
a 2 ‘ t@ 
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to them; and if any fhall dare to violate our 
divine order, thus unanimoufly agreed upon, 
we command, that be be caft into prifon, and 
afterwards expofed to feveral kinds of tor- 
ments. If by this means he be reclaimed, be 
may expect no mean honours from us; but if be 
fhall perfift contumacious, after many tortures, 
let him be beheaded, or thrown into the fea, or 
caft out to be devoured by dogs, and birds of 
prey. But efpecially, if there be any found of 
the religion of the Chriftians. ds for thofe 
that obey our decrees, they fhall receive great 
honours and rewards fromus. So happily fare 
ye well, 

‘TO this, fays the d.itor, we may add that 
fort refcript of Valerian. 

‘VALERIAN the emperor, to the mint- 
fters and governors of provinces. We under- 
ftand, that the precept of the laws are violated 
by thofe, who in thefe days call themfelves 
Chriftians. Wherefore we will, that appre- 
henaing them, unlefs they facrifice to our Gods, 
you expofe them to diverfe kinds of punifbments ; 
that fo, both juftice may have place without 
delay, and vengeance, in cutting off impieties, 
having attained its end, may proceed no fur- 
ther. 

THAT thefe primitive Chrifians were Bap- 


tilts 7s abundanily verified in the writings of the 
Pedobaptilts sbemfelves. I fhall inftance bere 
what I have before me from Dr. Cave, a perfon 
zealous enough for infant baptifm, He acknow- 
ledges, upon very juft grounds *, ‘That thofe 
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who made up the body of the baptized in thofe 
days, were adult perfons, who flocking over 
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daily, in great numbers, to the faith of Chrift, 
were received in at this door. That at * firft 
all times were alike, and perfons were bap- 
tized as opportunity and occafion ferved. That 
the place where this folesn attion was perforim- 
ed was at jirft unlimited, any place where 
there was water; in ponds and lakes, at 
Springs or rivers. That the party + to be bap- 
tized was wholly immerged, or put under wa- 
ter, which, fays he, was the almoft conftant, 
and univerfal cuftom of thofe times? 

TO which the learned Dr. Whitby agrees ; 
and when attempting to reconcile Proteftants to 
unite, ke pleads for fome condefcenfions to Dil- 
fenters 77 things indifferent, and unneceffary for 
the fake of peace. Having made fome inferences 
to the purpofe on the fide of the eftablifbed church, 
he proceeds thus. ¢ And on the other fide, fays 
‘ be jl, if notwithfanding the evidence produced, 
© ¢hat baptitm 4y immerfion is fuitable both to 
‘ the inftitution of our Lord and bis apoftles, 
© and was by them ordained to reprefent our bu- 
‘ rial with Chrift, and fo our dying unto fin, 
‘ and our conformity to bis refurreétion by newe 
© nefs of life, as the apoftle clearly doth main- 
© tain the meaning of that rite. I fay, if note 
< withftanding this, all our Diffenters ** do 
‘ agree to fprinkle she baptized infant, why 
© may they not as well fubmit to the fignificant 
< ceremonies impofcd by cur church ¢ For fince tt 
© is as lawful toadd unto Chrifi’s infittutions 
“ a fgnificant ceremony, as to diminith a figni- 
< ficant ceremony, which be or bis apofiles infti- 


* Primitive Chriftianity, p. 198. 

T Pag. 203. 

| Proteit. Recon. p. 289. 

** OF the Paedobaptif perfuafion I fuppofe be meant. 
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‘ tuted, and ufe another in its ftead, which they 
‘ did never inftitute. What reafon can they 
© have to do the latter, and yet refufe fubmiffion 
< 10 the former? And, why fhould not ihe peace 
© and union of the church, be as prevailing with 
© them io perform the one, as is their mercy to 
‘ rhe infant’s body to neglect the other 2? 
INCONSTESTIBLE arguing! Let the 
diffenting Peedobaptifts reply to it if they can. 
I verily perfuade myfelf, could the Englifh Bap- 
tifts be brought to believe it lawful, to diminifh 
this fenificant ceremony, which Chrift ixftituted, 
and kis apoftles prattifed, ibe controver[y be- 
tween them and the efiablifoed church, in other 
points, would foon be ended. But as they have 
more folid grounds for their feparation, and 
heave not been wanting, in a friendly and chri- 


ftian imanner to exhibit them, I foall, to avoid 


multiplicity, fix only upon thofe, being foort, and 
such io the purpofe, publifbed by the reverend 
Mr. Tho. Grantham, en excellent apologift for 
‘be baptized churches zz England, which are 
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Honoured and beloved brethren, 

ITO prevent a miftake, and to remove an 
alperfion too frequently caft upon us, be pleafed 
to know, that the’ we differ from you and others, 
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in fome things relating to the conftitution and 
kovernment of a true church, yet we do not 
therefore arrogate to ourfelves alone the Chri- 
fiian name, nor exalt ourfelves in our imagina- 
tions above others, but do believe and hope, that 
the number of the faved ones will be gathered 
out of all ferts of Chriftians, who beartily love 
God, and our Lord Fefus Chrift, and live bolily 
and charitably among men, tho? they be diver- 
Sified in refpett of ceremonies, by reafon of the 
place and government where they live. Yea, 
we have charity for all men, who are faithful 
to the means of grace afforded them, how fmall 
foever 3 knowing, that our God delights in mer- 
cy, and does not exact the uimoft farthing of any 
man. 

BUT for all this, as it is certain there hath 
been abundance of errors introduced among Chri- 
ftians, fo it bas pleafed God to raife up a people 
ftill to teftify againft them; the memories of 
whom are blefed, tho they were frequently 
perfecuied. So we believe it a duty incumbent 
upon us, to bear our teftimony to what truth we 
know, and not to partake with any in their bye 
paths in life or religion, and yet endeavour, as 
much asin us lieth, after unity and concord with 
all that fear God, and own the Chriftian proa- 
feffion. 

TO which purpofe we have humbly propofed, 
what we thought concerned us, in order to a 
better underftanding and compliance, im our 
Friendly epiftle to the bifhops and minifters of 
the church of England, publifhed fame years 
ago, but has not been pudlicly taren notice of, 
till lately one Mr. Taylor, 2 perfon of worth 
for bis integrity and zeal for the Proteftant 
interc?, and for bis gentle difvoftion towards 
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fuch as fear God, tho? differing from him in the 
cafe of ceremonies. 

IT hath pleafed him, I fay, to take notice of 
our faid epiltle, and to offer fomething in order 
to a compofure of differences, which, I confefs 
with kim, to be a thing greatly to be defired. 
But then be is pleafed to foew us nothing of mi- 
tigation, or kopes of the removal of the things 
which kath occafioned our difunion; but does 
rather wholly charge the caufe of divifion upon 
us, and fuppofes our differences about bapti{m fo 
be the chief caufe of our diffenting from the church 
of England. 

BUT the this 1s, indeed, a matter of great 
importance, becaufe truce oaptif{m 15 antecedent 
to church communion; yet, that which is great- 
er in our juagment, 1s, tbat epen profanene/s, 
which, God knows, reigus end rages in the 
church of England 3 and therewithal, the utter 
neglect of difcipline to reform tho/e iniquities ; 
and alfo, that perfecuting /pirit, which appears 
even in tco many of the guides of the church, by 
whofe cruelty our fufferings bave been much aug- 
mented. 

FOR thefe caufes we have thought ourfelves 
concerned to make this our Chriftian apology, 
in which we crave leave to ufe thai freedom of 
Speech which the matters depending do requtre. 
And yet, feeing we mujt ackzowledge, that we 
are not infallible, as netiber does the church of 
England pretend fo to be, we fhell [peck under 
correction, and by the help of God, wiih refolu- 
tion to fubmit to a clear conviction, :f, indeed, 
it foall appear, that the things wherein we dif- 
Jent, are jupifiable on the part of the church of 
England 5 ut till this be done, it would be hy- 
pocrily, and bajenefs in us, to violate our con- 
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feiences in things pertaining to religion, to ob- 
tain favour from mens; for if we fhould fo Gal.i. 
pleafe men we fhould not be the fervants of 1°- 
Chrift. And we do the rather defire to be beard 

at this time, pertly, for that Mr, Taylor is 
pleafed to impute folly to us, in feparating 
from the church of England, decaufe we allow 
of moft of the thirty nine articles; but efpecially 
being thereunto required by fome of eminency, 
and great authority in the church of England, 
who alfo told us, that unlefs we could foew, that 
the church of England does bold fome error in 
point of faith; or that fhe does prattife fome- 
thing in ber religion which is finful, we cannot 
Jufiify cur feparation from ber. And, whether 
we be alle in this wife to vindicate cur prefent 
feparation, is the bufine/s, which we pray, may be 
ferioufly conjdered. 


oid Sls Ca bye 16D 
A BRIEF account of the reafons, why the 


bapiizea b-lievers cannct conform to the ce- 
remonics of the church of England. 


RESERVING all due honour to the church 
of England, fo fer as foe holds the truth i the 
thirty nine articles, and as fhe is a good fortrefs 
agcint much popith fuperftition and idolatry, 
we fuall bumdly make our objebtions in three par- 
ticulars. 

1, CONCER NING infant-baptifm. 

2. CONCERNING oer cdifcipline. 

3. CONCER NING ber impofing of cere- 
monies. 

FROM all which we think we may Safely 
argue thus, 
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IT is lawful, juft, and needful, to maintain a 
prudent and friendly feparation, from fuch a 
church as does believe, bold, and maintain fuch 
ibings, as are evidently, and aéiually deftructive 
of tbat Chriftian liberty wherewith Chrift bath 
made his churches free; and of that facred bap- 
tifm, and holy difcipline, which Chrift ordained 
to continue in all churches to the end of the world. 

BUT the church of England does believe, 
hold, and maintain, fuch things as are evidently, 
and aétually deftruclive of that Chriftian liberty, 
wherewith Chrift bath made his churches free; 
and of that facred baptifm, and holy difcipline, 
which Chrift ordained to continue in ail courches to 
ive end of the world. 

Ergo, IT is lawful, juft, and needful to main- 
tain, a prudent, and friendly feparation from the 
church of England, in ber prefent parochial conjti- 
tution. Suppofing the major is not to be denied by 
any Chriftian, we foall endeavour to make good 
ibe minor. 

TO begin with facred baptifm. Jt is evident 
jrom ibe Scripture, and partly from the confeffion 
of the church of England ; that the things pre- 
requifite to baptifm, on the part of every one, 
who is to be joined with the church militant, or to 
be baptized, are thefe. 1. They ought to have 
tbe Gofpel preached, or fome way made known to 
them, 2. To believe the Go/pel. 3. To repent of 
fin, And, 4, Willingly to put on Chrift in bap- 
tifm. Or to exprefs it in fhort, They are firtt to 
bz dead with Cbrift ; and then, fecondly, to be 
buried with Chrift by baptifm. 

NOW, tbat the church of England does bold 
juch things as are evidently, and aétually deftru- 
‘hve of this baptiim, may, in our judgment, be 
thus proved : 

1, he, 
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1. SHE believes, holds, and does teach others 
to bold, that all, or the very mojt of ber church 
members, are regenerate, without bearing the word 
of God, without faith, without repentance, or try 
knowledge of God; and fo believes what neitbet 
we, nor any body elfe, can underftand to be true 
and errs in faith. 

2. YET fhe does not believe, that ber mem- 
bers are regenerate at all, till foe crofs or {prinkle 
them with water 3 neither does fhe know, because 
Joe bas no ground to believe, that infants are 
thereby made anew, fo as to become the children of 
God, and beirs of heavens and believing this 
without poffibility ordinarily to know it to be true, 
Joe errs in faith, 

3. SHE believes and maintains, that thofe 
ought to be baptized, whom fhe knows do not, can- 
not believe, nor repent, nor in any meafure know 
God, tor any duty of religion, and herein fhe exts, 
as we conceive, concerning faith. 

4. SHE believes and maintains, that {pontars 
do believe and repent for infants, or that infants 
do perform faith and repentance by their {ponfors, 
and believing thefe things, and teaching ber youth 
to believe them, without any ground from the 
word of God, foe believes amifs, or errs in 
faith. 

5. SHE belds, that perfens may be lawfully 
baptized when they are afleep, and does afiually 
pretend to baptize infants when they are alleep ; 
which we think verily muft needs be a very great 
error, both in faith and practice. 

6. SHE believes, holds, and maintains, that 
crofiing or fprinkling is a lawful way of bapti- 
zing, when, indeed, it 15 no baptizing at all; 
infomuch as thofe that ufe that mode dare not 
{peak as they ait, I fprinkle ibee in the oer 
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&c. their confcience bearing them witne/i, that the 
facred a of baptizing in the name, 8&c. cannot 
be expreffed by the word f{prinkling. They there- 
fore believing what they know is not true in this 
matter, muft needs err in faith, as well as in their 
practice. And this error bas in a manner de- 
firoyed the way of baptizing u/ed by John the Bap- 
tift, Chrift and bis apoftles. 

4. THUS, tho’ we grant, that the church of 
England is xo le/s zealous for the doctrine of bap- 
tifm than ourfelves, yet it is apparent to us, that 
fhe bas accidentally loft this holy ordinance, both in 
refpect of the {abject and manner of it, and in the 
due ufe and end of it, which was not appointed, 
nor fitted to receive new born infants into the church 
militant. And by this unwarrantable change, fhe 
bas defaced the ftate, and loft the praife of a true 
church, because fhe bas not kept this ordinance as tt 
was delivered by Chrift and bis apojtles, but rather 
fuppreffed it, and much oppreffed thofe that labour 
to reftore it to its due ufe and praéfice in all 
churches 5 which is a great aggravation of all thefe 
ber errors ia faith and practice concerning fa- 
cred baptifm. 


Sub sCot aly. 
Concerning Difcipline. 


WH AT manner of difcipline the church of 
Chrifi ought to obferve, is fufficiently declared 
Matth. xviii. 1 Cor. v. 2 Theff iii, Tit. iii, 
and other places. And it is very well expreffed by 
a minifier of the church of England, in his de- 
fence of the thirty nine articles of the church of 
England in thefe words: The manner of proceeding 
im excommunication, is, firft, by gentle admoni- 
tion, and tbat once or twice, given with the Jpi- 
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rit of mecknefs, even as a brother, if the fault be 
not notorioufly known ; and next by open repreben- 
fions afterwards by public cenfure of the church, 
to put him from the company of the faithful, to deli- 
ver bim to Satan, to denounce him a heathen, and a 
publican, if no admonition will ferve, and the crimes 
and perjons be very offenfive. Thus he, and to this 
difcipline we can heartily fubjcribe it being, in- 
deed, the very fame which is religioufly obferved by 
the baptized believers in this age and nation. 

BUT where now, fhall this difcipline be found 
in the church of England? Does any one affembly 
or court of ibe church of England objerve it? Or 
does foe not praétice that in her courts, which is 
too evidently deftruéiive of it? For fo far as we 
can underftand, inftead of this brotherly admoni- 
tion, men are clandeftinely prefented, and accufed, 
and often excommunicated for they know not what. 
What man is now taught, or bound by any order 
of the church England, that in cafe bis brother 
tre[pafs againft him, by defaming his reputation, 
offering injury to bis perfon, or by wronging him 
in bis (ubftance, to take that brotherly courfe, pre- 
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feribed to all Chriftians 2? Or if be would take this Matth. 
courfe, what congregation is impowered or allowed xviii. 


to hear or determine the firife; as fin 1s in fucb 
cafes commitied againft God? We fee not bow tt is 
poffible for the offended, to do his duty in an or- 
derly way to the offender, if be go about it, be 
frail probably be derided, both by teacher and peo- 
ple 3 fo far 1s be from obtaining jujtice, againjt the 
offender, in any congregation of the church of 
England, becaufe the ancient difcipline is an un- 
known thing to the people generally. And for want 
of this Chriftian government are men continually 
expofed to fuits and troubles in courts of law, where- 
in the poor can bave fmall help, as it is writen, 
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If thou feeft the poor to be oppreffed —— mar- 


vel not —— for one great man keepeth touch 
with another, and the mighty men are in au- 
thority over the poor. 

3. BUT that which is more grievous; we do not 
fee, that open profanenels, can be met with, or fup- 
preffed by your difcipline. For fuppofe a man be 
given to fwearing, lying, drunkennefs, and lajci- 
vious talking, as, God knows, a great number of 
the members of tbe church of England are known 
to be fuch 3 your difcipline feems to have no power 
in fuch cafes; for, thus faith one of your minifters, 
tho minds canon 109! that probibiis common 
fwearers, common drunkards, notorious whore- 
mafters, and whores, &c. from the bleffed facra- 
crament of the Lord’s fupper ? Do not even Bi- 
Jbops bear men fwear athoufand oaths, and either 
do not, or dare not ufe any difcipline againjt them? 
But now, if a good man do not fland up, and bow 
to the altar at the name of Fefus, when the Creed 
is read: becaufe he dares not pay greater reverence 
in a religious way to any writing, than be pays to 
the boly fcriptures. If be dares not ufe the fign of 
tbe crofs in baptifm, nor fprinkle bis child, &c. 
then fhall be be profecuted as a great finner, caft to 
the devil, and laid in prifon; yea, be is [entenced 
already 5 for in canon © thus we read, Whojoever 
foall affirm, that the rites and ceremonies of thechurch 
of England are — fuperftitious, or — fuch as men 
who are zealou/ly and godlily affected, may not with 
any good confcience approve them, ufe ibem, or as 
occafion requireth, fubfcribe unto thems; let him 
be excommunicated, ipfo facto, and not reftored, 
until be repent, and publickly revoke, fuch bis 
wicked Errors, 

4. THUS, as we conceive, the difcipline of 
righteou/ne/s, mercy, and charity, eftablifbed by 
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Chriff, is laid afide. and a mercenary court fet up, 
holding the traditions of men, inftead of Chrifi’s 
inflitutions, in ecclefiaftical government 5 who alfo 
live voluptuoufly upon the fins of the people. But 
as for the reformation of evil manners, or the ma- 
king peace and concord, alas! It is not fought for, 
nor indeed expected from thefe courts, And as the 
reverend Grofthead /aid at Rome, when be faw 
all things ruled by money 3 fo may I fay of the courts 
under confideration. O money, money, what 
wilt thou not do there? As for the opprobrious 
language, probibited by the canon, we think it un- 


comely for any to ufe it, tho’ we diffent from the 
ceremonies themfelves. 


Sai Og al Ve 
Concerning the impofing of ceremonies, 


1. ALL divine ceremonies ordained by Chrift, 
or his apoftles, we reverence, and religioufly ob- 
ferve and keep, as they were delivered. 

2.0H AT any church fince their days, bath juft 
power to make and ordain divine ceremonies, to 
be any neceffary parts of the worfbip of God, we 
fee no ground to believes much lefs, that fach cere- 
monies may lawfully be impofed, under pain of 
excommunication, banifoment, imprifonment, los 
of eftate, and life. For tho? it is certiii, God 
has given power to the rulers of this world to 
make, change, or difannul laws ia point of civil 
government , yet we believe all the power on earth 
cannot make one inftitute or divine ceremony in ree 
ligion. And therefore we cannot but think, the 
church of Engtand erred from the rule of righte- 
oufnefi, in decreeing rites and ceremonies, which 
God bas not commanded. 
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3. FOR when we fee how foarply fome were 
reprebended by St. Paul, for bringing the chriftian 
churches in Galatia. under fome legal ceremonies, 
which once bad a divine original, and ufe in the 
church of God, as invaders of the liberty, where- 
with Chrift had made them free; averring aljo, 
that if they were fubjeét tothem, Chrift fhould 
profit them nothing. We can fee no ground to 
free the proteftants from fin, who either take up 
feripturele/s ceremonies from the papilts, or in- . 
vent ceremonies them/elves 5 but leaft of all when 
they force men, will they, nill they, to conform to 
fuch ceremonies, or elle to be ejected and delive- 
red up te Satan. And furely it was very unreafo- 
nable, for ber bi%2ps to confent to a law, that 
pious men, only diffenting ix tbefe things, from the 
church of England, /bould be banifhed, or ele 
hanged as felons, without benejit of the clergy. 

4. BUT if it faould be Jaid, that the ceremo- 
nies of the church of England, as the fprinkling 
of infants, the sign of the crofs in baptifm, bowing 
to the altar, to name no more at prefent, are not 
finful, then bow faall we be ever able to reprove 
a papift, for ufing holy water, bowing to the 
image of Chriji ? &c. Certainly if we muft fubmit 
to the ceremonies of :be church of England, in ber 
prefent conftitution, we mujt fubmit to theirs too, 
where they bave power on their fide to enforce them. 
But he that foallimpartially confider, what a learn- 
ed Proteftant bath faid, of the finfulne/s of that one 
ceremony, of the fign of the crofs ix baptifm, in 
his book intitled, Againft fymbolizing with An- 
tichrift in ceremonies, will ee great cauje to avoid 
touching with any fuch inventions, bowever they may 
be fuppofed, to have had an harmlefs ufe among 
Chriflians at firft. But who fees not, ibat when 
{uch ceremonies, have got the reputation of religion 
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upon them, and are forced on by human laws, 
what incredible mijeries they have brought upon 
the Chriftian world 2? How have they lorded it over 
kings and kingdoms, over the eftates, liberties, and 
lives of Chriftians ? Who fees not, that being thus 
fet up, they are fometimes more fet by than fincere 
faith, and an boly life? As if all true religion, and 
loyalty too, were only to be judged of according to 
mens fubmiffion to thofe human innovations. For 
it is notorious, even in this our land, thai let a 
man but conform to all the ceremonies, be /hall live 
honourably, let bis life be never fo debauched, 
But let a man refufe thefe ceremonies, out of con= 
feience to God, becaufe they are not from beaven, 
then be is envy’s mark, let bis life be never fo juft 
and barmlefs. Such effeéts fhould lead us to confi- 
der, what the caufes are. And becaufe we are 
Speaking of ceremonies, we crave leave to enquire; 
what means the ceremony of the ring in marriage? 
Why are we forced not only to ufe it, but to ufe it, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft ? Loe church of England blames 
the Papitts, for faying, Marriage is a facrament, 
but fball we then make a facrament of a ring? Sure 
you make the ring as facred in marriage, as you 
make the water in baptifm. Such ufages as thefe, 
we fear, give the Papilts too much aujfe to ufe this 
Joeech. A Proteftant is but a Papilt, fcar’d out 
of his wis. 

IT is not then any thing of prejudice or obftinacy 
which makes us to ftand off from the communion of 
the church of England, but an unfeigned.defire to 
ferve God aright, and a godly fear, left by touching 
with tbofe unwritten traditions we foould bring our 
Jouls under guilt in the fight of God. Howbeit, if any 
can convince us, that the church of England 1s ju- 
ftifiable in thefe things, bere objected, we foall fu- 
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pect our felves to be miftaken in other things, which 
we bere mention not. 

NOW may it pleafe the God of heaven, to put it 
into the hearts of the guides of the church of Eng- 
land, to confider thefe things. 

1. TH AT none of thefe ceremonies about which 
we differ from them, are required of Chriftians in 
the holy Scriptures, and that therefore, 2. To en- 
force them by excommunication, and penal laws, 
upon the con{ciences of men, is more than God re- 
guires of you, or any body elje. And furely, if the 
making thefe things neceffary to our communion 
were but removed, fo that things which are not de- 
livered in the word of God, were left at liberty, we 
foould not fiand at fo great a diftance from the 
church of England, as now we do. For tho” we 
are verily perfuaded, that thefe things objected 
againft, by us, are errors, and therefore prudently 
lo be amended; yet, we believe the impofing of 
them is a thoufand times more offenfive in the 
Sight of God, and more grievous to the fouls of mens 
becaufe, as we conceive, God’s authority is then 
ufurped by man, and mens fear towards him is 
then taught by the precepts of men. And yet we 
know, and indeed muji confe/s, that many things, as 
to the more convenient performance of religious fer- 
vices in a church way are left to the prudence of the 
church, guided therein by the general rules in the 
word of God; and fome things alfo, which are not 
of the effence of Chriftianity, will feem doubtful to 
Jome and clear to others. dnd therefore there will 
be a continual neceffity of brotherly forbearance one 
towards another, in Jome finlefs ceremonies; as 
many things may be Jo effeemed whilft not made 
the boundaries of communion, and forced upon Chri- 
ftians againft their confciences. For example, tho’ 
fitting be the moft fafe gefture at the Lora’s table, 

becauje 


The Preface. 


becaufe neareft to Chrifi?s example, yet, if any in 
humility, and of devotion to God, think it their 
duty to receive Kneeling, this furely cannot ju/ly 
offend any Chrijtian. And thus alfo, bowing at 
the name of Fefus, being left at liberty, when, 
where, and upon what occafion to do it, need not 
to offend any ; tho’ it is apparent, juch bowing is 
not the meaning of the text Phil. ii. 10. And 
the fame may be faid of well compofed pray- 
ers; fo that fill fuch forms be ufed as a matter of 
Chrijitan liberty, and not impofed by law as ne- 
ceffary. 

AND could things be managed with fuch mo- 
deration (as certainly the fate of the inbabitants of 
this land does much call for it) in a friendly and bro- 
tberly [pirit, *tis bop’d, our animo/ities would abate, 
and charity would endear all that are upright to- 
wards God, one towards another, tho? labouring 
under many weakneffes, or dark circumftances. 
But whilft one party fiands up with a fword in their 
hand, or with power to thruft men into gaol, and 
rifle their eftates, uilefs they will all fubmit to their 
will and pleafure, not only without, but perbaps 
in fome things againjt the word of God (the pre- 
tended rule to all Proteftants in matters of religion) 
this lays a neceffity upon all, that are of noble, and 
truly Chriftian fpirits, to teflify againft fuch cru- 
elty, and unmanly proceedings, and to affert the 
true Chriftian doctrine and liberty, and Chrift’s fo- 
vereign authority only, to make laws for bis church, 
as fuch, altho? for fo doing, they fuffer the lofs of all 
things, which are dear to them in this world, and 
therewithal, to ftand off from the communion 
of [uch unreafonable men, as bave not learned to 
do to others, as they would bave others to do to 
them, under their different opinions, when in a 


fate of fubjettion to thofe wha differ from them. 
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Thus much, briefly, of the reasons or caujes of our fe- 
paration, fays Mr, Grantham. 

IT bas not been the lot of the Baptitts only to 
be flandered, and injurioufly charged as perfons of 
irreligious principles, and {chifmatical. For, we 
find that all parties, the Englifh Baptifts except- 
ed, when, and where-ever they bave been upper- 
moft in government, have: condemned feparation, 
in all others, from what was then eftablifhed, as 
fchifmatical. hus the church of Rome, which 
for many years was the eftablifh’d church of this 
kingdom, charged the Reformation, and the efia- 
blifhment thereupon with {chifm. And the re- 
formers, and all the members of the church of Eng- 
land, are ftill deemed by them {chifmaticks. But 
the Reformation bas been well defended by their 
learned minifiry. The famous bifbop Bramhal 
wrote a jaft vindication of the church of Eng- 
land from Schifm ; wherein he bas endeaveured 
to prove, 

1.7 HAT every fudden, paffionate beat, or mifun- 
derftanding, or foaking of charity among Chriftians, 
tho” it were even among the principal pajtors of the 
church, 1s not prefently Schifm. 

2.TH AT every premeditated clafbing of bi- 
foops or churches, about points of doctrine or dif- 
cipline, long and rejolutely maintained, is not pre- 
fently criminous {chifm, fo long as they forbear to 
cenfure, and condemn one another, and to expel 
one another from their communion, and are ready 
to fubmit to the determinations of a general council, 

3. THAT there may be an aétual and crimi- 
nous {eparation of churches, which formerly did 
join in one and the Jame communion, and yet 
the feparators be innocent, and the perfons from 
whom the feparation is made, be nocent, and 
guilty of {chilm.; becauje they gave jufl caufe of fe- 
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paration frow them, It is not the feparation, but 
the caufe, tat makes the Schi/m, 
4TH AT to withdraw obedience from a parti- Pag. 11. 
cular church, or from a lawful fuperior, is not 
always criminous Schifm. 
THEN be tells us, that {chifm fignifies a cri- Pag. 14, 
minous {ciffure, rent, or divifion in the church, 
an ecclefiajiical fedition, like a mutiny in an army, 
or a faction in a fate. And foews, wherein in- 
ternal and external communion of the Chriftian ca- 
tholick church doth confifl; and proves, that ex- 
ternal communion may be fufpended, and with- 
drawn, there being not a neceffity of communicating 
in-all externals; that the rules of prudence, nor the 
laws of piety do oblige particular churches.or Chrijit- 
ans to communicate in all opinions and praétices, 
with thofe particular churches of Chriflians, with. 
whom they hold catholick communion. 
THE bifbop having taken a view of the fuffict- 
ciency and authority of the King, and church of 
England to reforms; he confiders what were the 
true grounds of the feparation of the kingdom and 
church of England from the court of Rome, and 
whether in the {ubduction or fubjtraczion of their 
obedience, or commuttion, they obferved due mode- 
ration. 
THE grounds, fays be, of tocir {eparation were Pag. 129. 
many. 
Firft, THE intolerable extortions, and exce/=~- 
five rapine of the court of Rome, committed in 
the realm by their Legates and Nuncio’s &c. 
Their difpenfations of all jorts —— tenths, firft 
frnits, appeals, palls, and a thoufand other arti- 
jices to get money. 
“THE fecand ground ——m=— were their moft un- Pag. 134. 
juft ufurpations, and daily encroachments, in« 
trenchments, and extreme violations of all forts of 
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rights, civil and ecelefiaftical, facred and pro- 


ane. 

THE third ground —~. becaufe they found by 
experience, that fuch foreign jurifdiction, fo exerct- 
fed, was deftruftive to the right ends of ecclefiafii- 
cal difcipline, which is in part to preferve publick 
peace and tranquillity, to retain fubjetis in due 
obedience, and to oblige people to do their duties 
more concientioufly. 

THE fourth ground — they muft have been 
daily fulject to bave had new creeds, and new 
articles of faith obtruded upon them. They muft 
have been daily expofed to manifold and manifeft 
peril of Idolatry, and finning againft God, and 
ibeir own confciences, 

FROM the juftnefs of their grounds the bi- 
foop preceeds to confider, the moderation of the En- 
elith reformers, in the manner of their feparation, 
and fays, They did not deny the being of any church 
whatfoever, Roman, or others, nor poffibility of 
fa'vation in them; efpecially fuch as bold firmly 
the Apofiles creed, and tbe faith of tbe four firft 
general councils. 

2, AS our teparation is from their errors, not 
from their churches, Jo we do it with as much in- 
ewuard charity, and moderation of our affections, as 
we can polfibly ; willingly indeed, in refpec of 
their errors, and efpecially their tyrannical ex- 
actions and ufurpations, but unwillingly, and 
with reluéiation in re[pect of their perfons, and 
much more in re[pe® of our common Saviour. 

3. WE do not arrogate to ourfelves, either a 
new church, or a new religion, or new holy or- 
ders, for then we muft produce new miracles, new 
hin ihe and new cloven tongues for our jufli- 

cation. 
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Laftly, WE are ready, in the preparation of 
our minds, to believe and» praétife whatfoever the 
the catholick church, even of this prefent age, doth 
univerjally, and unanimoufly believe and pradtife. 
Quod apud mulios unum invenitur, non eft er- 
ratum, fed traditum. xd tho? it be neither 
lawful, nor poffible for us to hola affual communion, 
witb all forts of Chriftians in all things 5 wherein 
they vary from the truth yet even in thofe things 
we hold a communion with them in our defires, 
longing for their converfion and reunion with us in 
truth, 

NOTWITHSTANDING this, the church 
of England xot only fixed the like charge on the 
Proteftant Diffenters in general, but procured a 
law againft them, intitled, An act to prevent 
the growth of fchifm. While the bill was de- 
penaing in parliament, and before the fame paj- 
fed into a law, the Diffenters publifbed, their 
humble fupplication to ber Majefly Queen Anne, 
in relation to the faid bill, reprefenting to ber Ma- 
sey, That however they were flandered and inju- 
rioufly charged as {chifmatical 3 yet they were a 
body of ber Jubjeéts, who claimed the titles of Chri- 
ftians and Proteftants; and as fucb, boped for a 
foare in her zeal, for propagating, and protecting 
the true religion. And that they were Chriftians 
of the fame orthodox faith, aud of the fame univerfal 
catbolick church of God, of which ber Mayelty always 
profeffed ber felf a member, and of which the church 
of England, is declared to be a branch, That 
tbey were the fame with the [aid church of Eng- 
land ia all doétrinal articles, and in every prin- 
ciple effential to the life of a Chriftian, and neceffa~ 
ry to falvation, having figned and Jubjcribed to eve z 
ry one of the doftrinal articles of the contefion ot 
faith of the faid aoe, of England, ana to i 
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the otber articles of the faid church, except two 
only, which two being allowed, and acknowledg’d, 
even by the church herfelf, and by the laws of 
this land, not to be effential to {aivation 5 or that 
the declining the fame amounts to any breaking off 
from the unity of the faith, by which Chriftians 
are incorporated into Chri/t, the bead of the univer- 
fal catholick church 5 or from that love, unity, and 
charity of Chriflians, by which all the members of 
that great body are united to one another; and there- 
upon have been declared to be no {chif{maticks as 
they are malicioufly reprejented to her Majefty to be, 
by their enemies. And with all humility they infift 
in their claim, of being received among the reft of ber 
Majeflies fabjetts profeffing the fame Chriftian reli- 
gion with them, and of being acknowledged as 
true and orthodox Chrifiians by them, and by ber 
Mayjefty. Becaufe to their great comfort they bave 
been, as of right they ought to be, frequently decla- 
red to be fuch, as well by ber Majefty, and her 
glorious predeceffors, as allo by aud with the united 
concurrence of tbe Lords {plritual, as well as tem- 
poral aud commons of this realm, affembled in 
parliament, who have folemnly pronounced, and 
enatied, that we, the Diflenters aforefaid, are 
no fchifmaticks. 

BUT when ihe Prefbyterians had the afcendant, 
and were the eftablifhed church of thefe realms, then 
their learned miniftry let us know, that all others 
who feparated from them, were, and oughi to be, 
treated as {chifmaticks. 

THUS the learned Dr. Cornelius Burgefs, iz 
his fermon before the boufe of commons, March 
30. 1642, /peaking to them. < Do you not, fays 
* be, fee or bear daily of the diforders, feéts, 
© rents, and {chifms, that every where bud ‘forth 
‘ already, and threaten all order, unity, and £o- 
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$ vernment?? And be attempts to illuftrate by a 
familiar fimile, the dangerots confequence of fepa- 
ration. ‘¢ For, fays be, give the water but a paf~ 
‘ fage, without making up the banks, and you 
‘ know bow Joon whole feas will break in upon us, 
© and render all irrecoverable and incurable, Jj 
© one difj:culty occur to day, *tiwill be doubled, yea, 
‘ multiplied to morrow, There is no Hydra, fo 
« fertile of beads, as error and {chifm, grown to 
‘ fome firengib and maturity; t% will afk but a 
‘ fbort time of connivance; afterwards, there will 
© be no curbing nor foaming of i. 

TH famous Dr, Calamy, in bis fermon be- 
fore the Lord mayor, Jan. 14, 1645. inveighing 
againft a toleration, prompts the magiftrates to 
uje that power that God had given them in fup- 
preffing Separatifts, as far as they were able, that 
they might not be accounted acceffary to them, by 
their fupine neglect in this, the cause of Ged, * For, Rom. xiii. 
‘ fays be, you are the minifters of God for good, 4- 
‘ and revengers, to execute wrath upon them 
‘ that do evil. And God bath deputed you, for 
‘ the punifhment of evil doers, and for the 
‘ praife of them that do well, Doth not God 
‘ prophefy, fays be, That Kings fhall be our tq ytix, 
‘ nurfing fathers, and Queens our nurfing mo- 23. 
‘thers? And how can a Chriflian magijtrate 
‘ difcharge that duty as be ought, if be bath not 
‘ power from God to punifh thofe, that would 
© poifon the fouls of bis weak children with berefies, 
< and foul deftroying opinions” He proceeds with 
branding feparation, with almoft all the ignominies 
that tongue can exprejs; and in bis conclufion of 
this topick, thus queries. *¢ Shall not the chief 
© magifirate of a kingdom bave power to put cut 
‘ of his kingdom, at leaft fout out from demy burt, 
“ one that is bis fubjeét and polluted with balph-- 
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‘ mous, heretical, idolatrieal opinions ? Is net the 
© kingdom the magi fines bouje and family 2? and 


much more to the fame purpofe. 


The author of {chifm tried and condemned, makes 
this remarkon this celebrated gentleman’ s zeal againft 
ibe Separatifts. < -— thing, lays be, £ mufi con- 
Safe/5 eee to me to be very odds that he that 
© bad fo lately prompt the pullin: down tbe church 
of England, amd defirojing regal goverament, 
foculd now make uf2 of Tfaiah’s  prophe ecy, that 
‘ kings fhoul? be our nurfing fathers, and 
queens our nurfing mothers, to induce the peo- 
ple to obedience to the government then in being, 
and the magifirale lo execute laws tbat were 
made diametrically oppofite to kingly government, 
Sure, adds be, be might have found out a text of 
© feripture lefs refiefting upon the then ani 
© ment; and, no doubt, would if be bad it lain 
© under a violent tranfport of paffion, im regard 
© to the intolerable fin, as be calls 1t, of counienan- 
* cing feparation. But whither is it, fome mens 
* zeal will not carry them, in the moft erroneous 
opinions, even to the making the mojt imperti- 
© nent feriptural quotations ?? 

¢ HO? marty injiances might be produced to 
thas fame purpofes vet I foalt add but one more, 
and that is, from the famous Mr. Richard Bax- 
ter, who in his epiftle to feparate congregations, 
thus delivers bi sibel. 0S From dive erfity 1” opini- 
© ons, and external rites, rejulted dijlike 5 thence 
enmity; tence oppofition s thence {chifm in church 
and {edition in flate. The fate not fianaing fe- 
cure wiltbout the church, nor the church without 
unity, nor unity without uniformity. Confider 
this, "tis the ptdgnnent of jome, that thoufands 

are gone to bell, and ten thoufands upon their 
* march thither 3 ist it all provabilily, had never 
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come there, if they bad not been tempted from 
the parifh churches for the enjoyment of commu- 
nion in a purer church, 

‘VERY fine, Mr Baxter, /ays the aforemen- Pag. 18. 
tioned author, of {chifm tried and condemned. 
Can you dama thoufands, avd ten thoufands ; 
Jome already gone, and others in the bigh road 
to hell, for eparating from your ufurpation, un- 
der the pretext of greater purity in preaching 
and prayer; and could you refufe to join your 
Jelf to the epifcopal church of England, when in 
its flourifbing eftate, from the fame plea? Can 
you be angry with thofe that are guilty of the 
‘ fame fin with yourfelf 2? 

TAUS the pretenfions of defigning men, who 
brand others as fcbifinaticks, and call themfelves 
the church, u/urp authority over the confetences of 
others. But his grace tbe late archbifoop of Can- 
terbury, ‘ accounts it a meanne/s of {pirit to defert 
‘ the truth, or be afraid to own it, tho’ never fo 
* much clamoured againji by ignorant or defigning 
Semen ss 

THIS ftale and deceitful cry of Schifm then, 
is notbing elfe but a departure from the way of 
thinking eftablifbed. by law, and an adberence to 
truth, as it appears, and not, as it is reprejented, 
by human authority 5 and fo is not only barmle)s, 
hut molt commendable; notwithftanding 14 is gene- 
rally fined upon all fuch, as do not come up to the 
political model of a national church, ta0? of that 
church which is from above, they be fincere be- 
lievers, and are perjons of unblemifoed lives. 

* BY the loofe and random ufe of this term [ ichi/m] Ibid. 
‘ fays the author, of Reflections on the manage- 
‘ ment of fome late party difputes Gc. tis 
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manifeft, that very few fix any determinate 


< meaning thereunto, and thofe who are moft 
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eager in the charge feem quite unacquainted 
with the controverfies from whence it arifes 5 
and therefore they throw it about amongft all 
they do not like, for no other reafon, but as tt ap- 
pears to carry in it fomething of reproach; fo 
that wherefoever we find it, it feldom goes for 
any other than a mark of ill nature or malice, and 
is entirely deftitute of any other signification but a 
diflike of the perfons upon whom it is charged. 
Thofe who at all concern themjelves in meanings, 
underftand by it, a groundle/s rent or {eparation, 
from fome relizious fociety, of which the fepara- 
tifts were once members. But then this is quite 
out of the cafe of our national church, and the 
Diffenters frow it, for there can be but very 
few infiances given of any of them, who have 
ever been in communion with the national 
church, and therefore in this fenfe, it is notori- 
oufly abjurd, to charge them with a fchifm, or 
a feparation, where they never were members. 
It bas learnedly and unanfwerably, fays be, been 
proved by Mr. Hales of Eaton, in bis tract 
upon this fubject, that Schi{m is a crime, charge- 
able upon fuch perfons, who introdice into any 
religious fociety or church, fucb innovations ix 
matters of indifference, as may give offence to 
to fome Jcrupulous confciences, who are forced to 
wichdraw themfelves from their communion ra- 
ther than comply with them. Which doétrine 
has often been improved to ibe turning the 
charge of {chifm upon the church herfelf, for lay- 
ing fo.much ftrefs, and impofing fuch matters of 
indifference upon her communicants, as have 
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keeping up to the ftrigine/s of ber dottrines, and 
mouclking only their ecclefiaftical difcipline, and 
the externals of worfbip as they think fomewbat 
more agreeable to apoftolical cuftoms, and the ge- 
nius of that religion which they profe/i. 

“THE next meaning then, Jays be, which is 
moft likely to hold with this term, muft be, That 
{chifm is a noncompliance with, or a diflike of 
the national church, as to its difcipline, and that 
external form of worfhip, which bas been-contri- 
ved and ordered by a lay authority. But tbis 
can never be thought fufficient to justify the hideous 
out cries of the high clergy, who tie the {chifma- 
ticks as /uch, down to perdition, and throw them 
quite out of the reach of falvation. What authority 
has the author of Chriftianity, given to any par- 
ticular community, or fet of men, to determine 
things wot by him prefcribed; and enjoin their 
obfervation abjolutely upon any other befides them- 
Jelves ? How do the violent advocates of our na- 
tional church prove their model more apoftolical, 
and of divine original, than any other fociety of 
Proteftants, who in thofe externals do fomewhat 
differ from them ? The Diffenters differ and {e- 
perate from them upon nothing that is pretended 
to be of divine authority, but only upon what is 
of a political aud civil nature, fuch as a man 
may like or diflike, comply with or reject, with- 
out at all concerning bim, as a Chriftian, deftroy 
bis peace with God, or endanger. bis bappinefs in 
a future flate. Shall they then*be any otherwife 
regarded but as madmen, and treated with the 
utmoft contempt, who pretend to thunder out 
curfes and anathema’s upon perfons equal to them, 
if wot fuperiour in faith and praétice, only be- 
caufe they better approve of fome otber difcipline, 
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‘WERE it enquired into, whether the Dil- 
© fenters do not come up to the church in fuch 
* matters of belief, as are on all fides allowed to 
© be effential to Corifianity itfelf 2? or, Whether 
© their lives and prattices are not as conform- 
© gble thereunto? The church would be fo far 
© from getting by fuch a trial, that it 15 appa- 
© rent, foe muft fiand condemned for geing off 
© from fome of ber own articles, and thofe too, 
< of the moft importance, which are to be found 
© only amongft the Diflenters, particularly the 
© feventeenth article. 

THO’ the church of England loft ber fupe- 
riority, yet when reftor’d to her former grandeur 
and authority; by attempting an uniformity ia 
religion, fbe very narowly efcaped an entire 
overthrow from the Romith church. Wearied 
with the ftedfafinefs, zeal, piety, and firm refo- 
lution of the Diffenters, to fuffer the lofs of all 
things, and even death itfelf, rather than be 
compelled 10 worfhid God in fuch ways, as to 
them feemed not to be of bis appointment. At 
length the nobility and gentry of England began 
to fee, that while their eyes had been taken up, 
with purfuing the leffer evils of {chifm 7# reli- 
gion among Proteftants, they had, as the confe- 
quence of fuch proceedings generally proves, in- 
fenfibly luffered ihe fecret encroachments of Rome 
and of Vrance, and opened a door to popery and 
tyranny. 

THE patriots of the Proteftant intereft in 
this nation *, findiug the influence which French 
and popith emiffaries had on the king ;. and find- 
ing the popith lords in the boufe always vigorous 
to oppofe every thing which was for the advan- 
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cing the new meafures, ibey applied themfelves 
to feveral methods, in order to weaken the po- 
pith party. They could not yet obtain an af to 
prevent the popith lords /itting in the houfe ; but 
the prefent cafe was to prevent popith officers in 
the army, who were fo many, and behaved fo info- 
lently, that the army then encamped at Black- 
heath, was called the Cur THRoaT ARMY. 

THE Earl of Shaftfbury, who till then bad 
been one of the privy council, called the CABAL, 
was the man who contrived, and brought in the 
propofal, for a bill to difpoffe/s thefe popith off- 
cers; and the title of the att expreffed the mean- 
ing and defign of its being brought in. The King, 
the court, and all the popith and French interef, 
oppofed it with all their might, but the popular 
terror, and the juft fear, the people were in 
of a popith army, prevailed, and it paffed by a 
great majority. Neither did the King think fit 
to oppofe himfelf to the ftream of the whole na- 
tion, at that time; there being then a great mony 
bill depending in the houfe, for no lefs, than 
12387501. which would have been lof. So the 
Bill paffed 25 Carol. Il. and 1s intitled, An act 
for preventing dangers which may arife from 
popifh recufants. 

THIS is the famous Test Act, the pre- 
amble to which is thus, Fo. prekenting vangers 
which map Happen front popilh cecutants, and fo2 
quicting the nunds of his Walp s good lubjeds. 

THE uneafine/s of his Majely’s good fubjecis. 
was at that time manifeft, to be ther fears of 
the army and court being put inia the bands of 
papifts; and the people who pufoed on the att, 
were thofe very people who efpoujing liberty and 
property, obtained, a contempt, from the court 
name 0 HIGS, 
party, the of a. 


XXxii The Preface. 


THE court, with all pofible management 
and art, oppofed this law, and endeavoured to a- 
larm the Diffenters with their danger from this 
af, Alderman Love, one of the representatives 
for the city of London, a man ofunfpotted inte- 
grity, was privately [poken to, that Le might op- 
pofe it on the behalf of the Diffenters. This, at 
Sirf, bad fome effetti on the people; but Mr. 
Love feeing into the defign, avoided it, and 
would not meddle. On the other hand, the per- 
fons who brought in the bill, affured the Diffen- 
ters, there was no defign, to offer them any diftur- 
bance, and that, if they defired it, they would 
bring in another bill afterwards, to exempt them 
from the penalties of the faid ali, reprefenting to 
them at the fame time, that if they firuck in to 
eppofe this ati, the bill againft popery would be 
loft, and both they and the church of England 
foould fall together, under the growiug milchtefs 
arifing from the power of the papilts zm the court. 

THE Diffenters prevailed upon with thefe 
arguments, and efpecially depending upon rhe 
promifes of the churchmen, thatthe act had no 
view towards them, and fhould in no wife be 
turned upon them, acquiefced, and to fave the 
church of England facrificed themfelves and their 
poferity to the ingratitude of thofe that propofed 
it to them. 

IN this manner, and on this occafion, and 
no other, this act was palfed, which is now be- 
come fo much the favourite of a party, as to be 
thought the great defence of the church of Eng- 
lend, 

BUT as the good providence of Gad over-rules 
all things, and has promifed, That all things 
fhall work together for the good of them that 
fincerely love and fear him; fo I cannot. fee, 

that 


The Preface. XXXHi 


that the Diffenters or rather the Englith Baptitts, 
who'defire only their liberty to worfhip God, ac- 
cording to their own confciences, have any. rea- 
fon to be difcontented, under the ufe they have 
made of this af?, which contrary to their promi- 
fes, they have turned againft them, and to God 
muft be accountable for it. What are we depri- 
ved of thereby? Only the riches, the honours, 
and grandeurs of this world, which are but 
fuares and temptations, and [uch as are hardly 
confiftent with a profeffed love to God, and a de- 
Sire to follow him in bis defpifed ways. The ho- 
nours and grandeurs of this world, are but like 
unto bubbles the children make with water and 
foap, which at the firft blaft of wind are diffol- 
ved, and there remains nothing, but tke water 
of vexation, contempt, and utter neglect, For 
thofe who take ever fo little complacency in the 
honcurs and grandeurs of the world, offend God, 
and rob bim of the honour which appertains to 
him alone. To us belongs nothing but fear. 
Therefore they who have received riches, nobi- 
lity, great offices, or a fpirit above the vulgar, 
ought to be more afraid than defirous of honour, 
feeing all thefe favours and privileges which are 
beftowed on us by the liberal band of God, do 
oblige us to more gratitude, to a life more per- 
feet, and to a greater account to be made by us 5 
becaufe, He to whom much is given, of him 
much will be required. What blindn@s of [pi- 
rit then, is it for a Chriftian, to efecm bim/elf 
happy for being advanced to a troublefome and 
difficult office; a burthen, which fometimes does 
not afford leifure to cat and arink with cafe, and 
which is worfe, not to mind the things which 
concern bis own falvation. Is it not better to 
be mean in this world, than to poffe/s digniti 
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or offices; to be oppreffed with the difturbances 
of them, and obliged to fo rift accounts in the 
next as will not be eafy to clear. For who can 
now a-days pleafe both God and men, feeing they 
are fo contrary to one another. Chrift faid, we 
cannot ferve two mafters, without being un- 
faithful to the one or to the other. He that is in 
any office, fecular or ecclefiaftical, and defires to do 
juftly, muft needs either yield to evil, or be ha- 
ted of almoft every one; and withal, he can do 
nothing alone, he muft needs be grieved, fecing 
evil bearing fway, and himfelf not able to 
hinder it. Is it good then to wifh for offices, 
honours, and greatnefs in this world? We are 
taught, that having food and raiment, to be 
therewith content. Therefore, when the fitti- 
tious Caleb Danvers tho’ never fo truly tells us, 
it is a hardthip we lye under, that the Teft act 
is mot removed out of our way; let us regard 
bim not; for be is a wolf, tho? he may appear in 
fheeps clothing, and is only acting the part of bis 
father, the Devil, who told our Lord and Mafters 
when he tempted bim to caft himfelf down from the 
pinacle of the temple, It is written, he fhall give 
his angels charge concerning thee, and in their 
hands they fhall bear thee up, left at any time thou 
dafh thy foot againft a ftone. Is it not better to 
content ourfelves (having cur civil and religious 
liberties fecured unto us) with the will and plea- 
Sure of the frate, and be fubject to our governors, 
like Chriftians, not only for wrath but for con- 
tcience fake 5 than to be enfnared by the ferpentine 
counfels of fuch deceivers ; who, whatever they 
may pretend to, do bate us in their bearts, and 
only wait for an opportunity to get the power in 
their hands that they may deftroy us 2 But let 
us refign ourfelves unto the good providence of 
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God, and defire only the honour of bis grace, which 
will render us happy in-time, and thro eternity. 
Ti 48 in vain to pretend to any bappine/s without 
this. All other things are nothing but amufe- 
ments and foolife imaginations. God aloue being 
the center of our happinefs, we can never reft 
but in him, nor find any other true bappine/s. 
The poffeffion of all the honours in this world, can 
never fatisfy bim who defires to be a member of 
Chrift’s kingdom, which is not of this world. 
INDEED fome ikere are, who efteem riches 
an happine/s, and therefore court great places to 
obtain them, tho our Lord and mafter efteems them 
an hindrance, to our falvation, faying, That it 
is eafier for a camel to go thro’ the eye of a nee- 
dle, than for a rich man _to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. What a folly is it then, for 
Chriftians to have the defire of poffeffing riches ; 
who when they have acquired them are difquieted 
with the care of keeping them, the fear of loofing 
them, and the eagerne/s of increafing them. for they 
are, as one well obferved, of the nature of falt 
qwater ; the more we drink, the more we thirfts 
and the more riches we have, the more we defire, 
and the lefs we are fatisfied with them, Our 
foul being divine, can never be filled nor fatisfied 
with earthly metals. What a fiupidity is it, for 
us to-load ourfelves with a weight fo dangerous 
and difficult? When this foort life is nothing 
but a {mall voyage, that leads to a happy or mt- 
ferable eternity. One grain of vightcoufnefs is 
of more value than all the riches and honours of 
this world, which cannot belp us at the hour of 
death, but rather torments our minds in the ago- 
nies thereof. Strange fottifonefs and flupidity of 
mind! When we cannot refign our felves to the 
government and good providence of God, who 
| C2 knows 
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knows what we bave need of, and our fucceffors 
alfo, who do often run to deftruction, by the means 
of the riches that are left them. But to return, 

AS the word {chifm; fo aifo that of church, 
has been netorioufly abufed, and the weaknefs of 
the people impofed upon by crafty priefis, who are 
manifeftly enemies both to the fate and to the 
church of England, and who muft have views 
inconijftent with the common good. It is very 
swmanifeft, their firuggles are not for any part of 
that religion, which comes from above, and tends 
to mend mens hearts and lives, but only for the 
JSoowy pari of worfsip, and thofe forms which 
gives the priefi a fuperiour regard. Secure them 
but in thofe dignities and privileges, which 
makes them powerful and formidable amongft 
their neighbours, and the effentials of religion, 
foall never interrupt their repofe. There are 
‘more pains taken, to prove their own commiffion 
from heaven, and that they are embajadors from 
Chrift, than to eftablifh the fundamental dotirines 
of Chriftianity, and to inftru&t perfons in the fe- 
veral duties of life, 

HAVE not thofe perfons in the church of 
England, who have moft adorned their religion, 
by their learned writings and difcourfes, and by 
therr exemplary lives, been traduced and vilified 
as falfe brethren, amd exemies to the church, only 
becaufe they out in practice that charity and for- 
givene/s which their religion. enjoins, towards 
thofe of different fentiments in fome matters of 
light concern? And are not thofe accounted the 
beft churchmen, who have neither learning ta 
defend rts dofirines, nor piety enough to draw: its 
precepts into example, but are very noify and 
clamorcus on the doctrines of paflive-obedience 
and non-refiftance, cr on fuch trifles as diftinguife 
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the ptieht from the layman, and gratifies the vanity 
of a proud heart? Is it not manifeft, that peo- 
ple can much better bear with one another's diffe 
rent fentiments in philofophy, and other feiences, 
than religion ? We have often feen men of great 
worth, for eftates, learning, piety, politenefs, 
and every qualification, that can recommend. them 
to the good graces of mankind, defpifed and abu- 
fed, by the unthinking populace, purely becaufe 
they feparate from the cftablifoed church. And 
it were to be wifbed, thefe diforders could not be 
laid at the door of men, in the church of Eng- 
land, profeffing divinity. Is it not often feen 
that young fellows, who perhaps have been fervi- 
tors 77 @ college, juft come from running of er- 
rands; when made {piritual guides, prefently to 
Jirut, and look haughty, and contem2 the Laity, 
treating wicnkind in fuch a way as if they were 
their vaffals? And yet, fuch a one as this, tho’ be 
be a fottijh, ignorant, railing and domineering 
prieft, foall be adores by the unthinking populace. 
But thefe are fcandals both to the church and fiate, 
and to fuch may be attributed all the perplexities 
of the fiate. 

TH AT worthy and pious prelate Dr. Burnet, 
bifhop of Sarum, in bis fpeech, in the houfe of 
Lords, on the firft article of the impeachment of 
Dr. Sacheverel, thus expreffes himfelf. * But 
© as thefe notions [the dottrines of paffive-obedi- 
© ence, and non-refiftance] have been long let run 
¢ among us; fo they have appeared, in a moft 
< violent and unguarded manner, ever fince the 
¢ attempt of the pretenders; and more of late, 
« fince the preliminaries, upon the overtures for 
© a peace, feems to extinguifh their hopes. What 
© fermons on this head, are preached in this city, 
* at affizes, at Bath, and at many ee lia 
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© Furious men fit themfelves with fome bot fer- 
© mons, which they carry about from place to 
© place, to poifon the nation. This bas not only 
< the vifible effeG defigned by it, of foaking many 
< in their allegiance to the queen, and in their 
© adbering to the Proteftant fucceffion; but it 
© bas a curfed effect on many others, on whom 
© this their defign does not fucceed. I am very 
« fenfible, fays the bifhop, there is a great deal 
© of impiety, and infidelity, now fpread thro’ 
© the nation, This gives every good mind all 
© pofible horror, but I muft tell your lord/bip, 
© on what a great part of it, is founded; for 
fince my converfation with Wilmot, earl of Ro- 
chefter, I bave had many occafions, to dif- 
courfe with perfons tainted with thofe wick- 
ed principles; and I do affirin it, that the 
greatet prejudice thefe perfons have at re- 
ligion, at the clergy, and at the publick wor- 
Joip of God, is this; that they fay, they fee 
clergymen take oaths, and ufe all prayers, both 
ordinary and extraordinary for the government, 
and yet, in their aitings and difcourfes, and 
of late in their fermons, they /hew vifibly, that 
they look another way; from whence they con- 
clude, they ave a mercenary fort of people, 
without confcience. I hope, fays be, there are 
not many, that are fo corrupted, and fo fean- 
dalous, Iam fure, I know a great many that 
are far otberwife, who preach, fpeak, and 
ati, as they fwear and pray; but thofe who 
ait in another way, are noify and impudent, 
and fo bring an imputaticn on the whole body, 
and unlefs an effectual ftop is put to this di- 
fiemper, it is not poffible to forfee all the ill 
confequences that may follow upon it? 


a 


n fal Cal a A Lal a A a a“ a A 


a) an n Cay a n r ww rat “ 


WH AT 


The Preface. XXXLX 


WHAT may, and ought properly to be une 
derftood by the word church, fays the author of 
Reflections on the management of fome late par- 
ty difpures; ‘ If we go back to the firjt ages of 
© Chriftianity, the term Exxancia, which we 
tranflate church, was the common name of 
thofe focieties of converts to that religion, as 
by circumftances of place, and other convenien- 
cies, affembled together to worfbip God, in that 
way they judged moft agreeable to his will, 
© And thefe focieties or churches, were feverally 
< independent of one another, as to their difcipline, 
‘ authority, and choice of officers, and not only, 
« without the protection, but often under profe- 
© cutions from the civil power. In this fate all 
© religious Chriftian focteties were called churches, 
© and continued in the fame manner, until the 
< time of Conftantine, who turning Chriftian, 
‘ made that religion into the eftablifoment, and 
« protected and fecured it by human laws. 
¢ Whereby, adds he, it appears, that there was 
© no fuch thing as a national cftablifl’d church 
¢ till three hundred years after Chrift; for fo 
© long was it from him to Conftantine the firft 
© Chriftian emperor. Afterwards, other princes 
< and fupreme magifirates, as they became Chri- 
© flians, in other places and countries, took that 
‘ religion under the guardianfoip of the ftate, 
< and protetted and fecured it by the civil autho- 
< rity, And thus England, after rejecting the 
« Pope’s fupremacy, and at lafi ibe Roman di- 
© fcipline, ypon the reformation, enatied fucd 
« laws by the civil authority, and preferibed that 
methed of ecclefiaftical government and d:fci- 
pline, as frill continues under the name of the 
‘ church as by law eftablifbed , the conftitution 
of which is fo interwoven, by thofe wife legi- 
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< flators, with the fate, that it is their real in- 
© tereft mutually to fupport each oiber ; and by 
¢ fatal experience it bas been found, one can- 
© not be in danger without the others being 
© fo too. 

¢ THUS it appears, that the word church 
© is taken in a twofold fenfe, one, as it expref- 
¢ fes a religious fociety, without any regard to 
a civil power, or human authority; and the 
© otber, as it re[petts only that difcipline, and 
© external parts of worfhip, which for decency 
© and order fake is left to the determination of 
© every community, and is fettled by human 
¢ Jaws. Therefore it is manifefL, that thofe 
© perfons are grievoufly impofed upon, who are 
© perfuaded, that the controverfy between the 
¢ Church aud Diffenters, is upon a religious 
< account ; that is, about. matters of belief; 
< for it is only about difcipline, and the exter- 
© nal parts of worfhip, the objects of worfbip 
© being the fame, and the fame their faith. 
© And therefore, while the high clergy make 
* fuch an outcry about matters of the highe/t con- 
© cern, and behave themfelves towards the Dif- 
© fenters with fo much arrogance, and with fo 
little charity, as they have done, and fill do, 
their number is not like to be leffened. They 
cannot but be foured, and prejudiced againft 
perfons, who neither in their temper, nor way 
of living, difcover any of that benevolence, 
‘ and meeknefs, which is the chief churafer, 
© and beauty of the Chriftian religion, 

I SHALL conclude with this obfervation, 
bow much abufed the filly multitude muft be, 
who, by the noife of the church’s danger, are 
made to apprehend the lofs of their religion, and 
the introduction of gue quite different from it. 
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It is not to be imagined, that thofe champions 
of the church, who are moft bufy in propagating 
fuch a mifchievous and falfe alarm, are them- 
Selves fo filly as to believe it; they cannot but 
know better, and be fenfible of the impoffibility 
of fuch a change, without a previous fubverfion 
of the civil conftitution ; and therefore they muft 
act upon views very differcnt from the intereft 
of religion, and wilfully impofe this deceit upon 
the people, for fome fecular purpofes. And it 
ts too much to be feared, that it has been only a 
cover to fome ill defiens and views deftruciive of 
the conftitution, both in church and fiate. Thefe 
trumpeters of fedition, tho they may pretend to aim 
at the advancem:nt of religion, mujt know them- 
felves, that they mean nothing but intereft, or 
to gratify their ambition and vanity, and con- 
fequently aff againft the light of their own con- 
fciences; therefore, let them be ever fo orthodox 
in matters of faith, they may be jufsly filed 
{chifmaticks, or rather worfe, factious, ill-de- 
figning, felf-condemned hereticks, 
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From the end of the reign of King 
William, zo the end of the reign 


of Queen Anne. 


Gan rye are now come to a reign, Anno 
VE fo remarkable in fome years 7797+ 
Wie thereof for wonderful works, 

a < and mercies, that hiftory it- 
ica felf,the facred only excepted, 
cannot parallel, The mild, the juft, the 
truly Proteffant Reign of the late King 
Willian, of glorious memory ; whofe great 

foul was fet fo much on the good of man- 
kind, that not content to make us happy 
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during his own life, but looking forward 
thro’ diftant ages to come, he bent his fpe- 
cial care, ‘to tranfmit the religion and li- 
berties he had faved, down to the end of 
time; by fecuring to theze nations a /ucce/- 
fion of Protefant Princes in the line of 
Queen Aye, and that of the illuftrious 
houfe of Hanover. For tho’ the French 
king, the chief fupporter of the pretender 
to her majefty’s crown ; and who, her ma- 
jefty affured us, ‘ Is certainly engaged to 
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* duce the kingdom to flavery,”’ dared to 
proclaim the pretender king of Exgland, 
and was then very formidable to Europe ; 
yet her majefty’s glorious arms humbled 
this proud enemy, by a neceffary and juit 
war, which was filled up with a feries of 
prodigious fucceffes, under that confum-. 
mate general, ‘fobn' duke of Marlborough; 
whofe name will fhine beautifully in the 
hiftory of this wondrous reign throughout 
fucceeding generations; when his Enemies 
fhall be loft in their own obfcurity, or re- 
member’d only for their {hameful ingra- 
titude. 

THE queen, upon her acceffion to the 
throne, made no great alteration in the 
{tate of affairs, as they ftood at the death 
of the king. Both fhe, and the parla- 
ment, continuing to purfue thofe meafures 
he had fo happily begun, effectually to 
fecure the Wberties of Europe. The cir- 
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cumftances which attended her majefty’s 
acceflion and proclamation; her firft 
{peeches to her. council, and both houfes 

of parliament, and the feveral addreffes 
which enfued, I fhall pafs by, that I may 

come to matters which more immediately 
concern the Engh/h Baptifis, connected 

with the bold attempts of a facfious party, 
againft thofe who her majefty declared, 

‘ had given repeated proofs of the greateft 4x/wer # 
‘ warmth and concern for the fupport of ae : 
‘ the Revolution, fecurity of her perfon, Mar. 13. 
‘ and of the Proteftant fucceffion.” And *797- 
in her anfwer to the commons addrefs at 

the fame time, ‘I think, {ays fhe, all 

* who endeavour to make dvi/ions among 

my faithful fubjects, muft be mine and 

‘the kingdom’s .enemies. And I fhall 

‘ never countenance any perfons, who 

© will go about to leffen the juft efteem 

© which I have for thofe, who have done, 

‘ and continue to do me, the moft eminent 
Safenvicesi: 

THE inconveniences attending the Ge- General 
neral Affemblies of the Baptifis, by the eed sad 
great diftance of fome who were to at- oes 
tend them (and the churches being fettled ations. 
in peace and unity) brought the Baptized 
Churches into other methods, for the regu- 
lating themfelves; fo that inftead of meeting 
annually in general bodies; they met to- 
gether, fome of them, at pre-appointed 
times, to confult together of fuch things, 
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as might have a tendency to the well- 
being and good of the whole; and com- 
municated by letters to each of the con- 
gregations, their proceedings, conclufions, 
and agreements. 

Anno In the month of April 1704, the mi- 

1704 nifters and meffengers of thzrteen churches, 

seo i “in and about the city of London, held an 

churchesin Affembly at Lorimers Hall, which conti- 

Tondon. nued three days. This aflembly was open- 
ed with a fuitable fermon in publick, by 
the reverend Mr. ohn Piggott. And af- 
ter they had, in prayer, fought the lord, 
for his direétion and bleffing on their deli- 
berations, they chofe Mr. Richard Adams 
moderator, and then proceeded to read the 
letters from the churches, and ferioufly de- 
bate the matters therein contained, and 
fent their agreements to each of the 
churches. All which they fubmitted to 
be approved, or refufed, as fhould feem 
moft meet to them. 

Prelimi- — "TH1s Affembly agreed to the following 


naries of TaN so Le i y 
replaisa® preliminaries or rules, for the regula- 


. 


tion of their debates. 


1. THAT what this dfembly thall agree 
to, fhall be propofed to the feveral churches, 
whofe meffengers are prefent, only by 
way of 'ddvice,- and not be accounted 
binsting to any church, any farther than 
the approbation and confent of fuch 
churches {hall make them fo, 
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2. THAT to prevent all interruptions 
and diforder in debates, every perfon fhall 
ftand up when he fpeaks, directing his 
difcourfe to the sederator ; and no other 
perfon fhall {peak till he fits down. 

. THAT no opinion, wherein any of 
the churches reprefented in this A/embhy, 
differ from the reft, fhall be controverted 
in this Afembly. 

4. THAT the feveral matters recom- 
mended to the confideration of this Affem- 
bly, by letters from the churches, be con- 
fidered- in the fame order in which the 
letters have been read, and that no other 
bufinefs intervene. 


It was unanimoufly agreed to in this Their con- 
affembly, ‘That it would tend much to the hee 
edification of the churches, frequently to ments, 
keep days of fafting and prayer in each 
congregation; and fometimes for feveral 
churches to affemble together on fuch oc- 
cafions, when it can be conveniently at- 
tained. Alfo, That it is an irregular pra- 
€tice for one church to receive members 
from another, without recommendation, 
or at leaft without fending meflengers to 
the church from whence fuch_ perfons 
come, in order to their regular difmiffion, 

And that it is the duty of fuch perfons, 
who defire to be difmiffed from one church 
to another, refpectfully to fignify their 
reafon, or reafons, for fuch aq difmiffion, 
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to the church to which they belong. 
Alfo, That the members of each chureh 
ought ordinarily to attend the worfhip of 
God, in the church to which they relate ; 
and that to make a common practice of 
deferting the affemblies to which they be~ 
long, is a great difcouragement to the mi- 
nifters of fuch churches, a hindrance to 
the carrying on the work of God in fuch 
churches; occafions neglect of the poor 
among them; and that the continuance 
of fuch a praGtice has a tendency to weak- 
en, and will, perhaps, in time iffue in the 
diffolution of fome churches. Alfo, That 
the churches be informed, that it is the 
opinion of this Afembly, that the doctrine 
of fanGification, by the imputation of the 
holinefs of Chrift’s nature, does in its con- 
fequence, render inherent holinefs, by the 
holy Spirit, unneceflary, and tends to over- 
throw natural as well as revealed Religion, 
Alfo, That it is the opinion of this /fem- 
by, that in cafe the minor part of any 
church break off their communion from 
that church, the church-ftate is to be ac- 
counted to remain with the major part. 
And in cafe the major part of any church 
be fundamentally corrupted with herefy 
and immorality, the zor part may, and 
ought tc feparate from fuch a degenerate 
focicty, and either join themfelves to 
fome regular church or churches; or elfe, 
if they are a competent number, may 

con- 
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conftitute a church-ftate, by a folemn 
covenant among themfelves. Alfo, That 
it be recommended to the feveral affociate 
churches, reprefented by this Ajfembly y 
that each church do make an annual col- 
lection, for the relief of fuch minifters in 
and about the city of London, dwelling 
within the limits of the weekly bills of 
mortality, who have but a fmall Allow- 
ance from the churches to which they be- 
long. Alfo, That it is the opinion of this 
Affembly, that the ordination of perfons 
to the office of an Elder, or that of a Dea- 
con, by the impofition of the hands of 
the elderfhip, is an ordinance of Jefus 
Chrift ftill in force. Alfo, That it would 
be highly ufeful, that a Fund of money 
be fettled and maintained, either by fub- 
{criptions or collections, as each church 
fhall think moft expedient, for the educa- 
tion of pious young men, who are in com- 
munion with one or other of thefe affoczate 
churches, and are bleffed with promifing 
gifts, in order for the better fitting of them, 
for the work of the miniftry; and alfo, for 
the furnifhing of others, who have not 
time to attain the knowledge of the tongues, 
and fome. other parts of ufeful learning, 
with fuch Engl/h books, as may be thought 
moft proper, for their affiftamce and im- 
provement. And that this be recommends 
ed to each particular church, 
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Tue churches of which this affembly 
confifted were: 

1. THE church meeting in Old Cravel- 
lane, near Wapting. Their mefiengers 
were Mr. Yohu Gardiner, Mr. Benjamin 
Core: and Mr. Benjamen G ander. 

2. AE church meeting at Pzawers-hall, 
prefent, Mr. ‘fo/eph Stenviet. paftor, Mr. 
Mark Hawkins, Mtr: ‘fokn Gee. 

ote anit m ceting upon Hor/ely- 
down, Southwark, prefent Mr. Benjamin 
Keach, paftor, Mr. Benj. Stinton, Nir. 
€ ofhua Farrow. 

4. THE church meeting in Virginia- 
frecet, prefent, Mr. Tho: “Daw/on, Mr. 
Elumphry Burrough bs, Mr. Richard Glover. 

6 Tue church meeting in Shadwell, 
prefent, Mr. Nath. Wrles, paftor, Mr. 
“fobn Brand, Mr. Caleb "Hooker. 

6)" FHE ‘cokes meeting at Limehoufe,’ 
prefent, Mr. Leonard TI5e rifon, pattor, 
pee Robert Wynn, Mr. Stepk en Bantinck. 

THE Sere meeting near Sprttle- 
fel prefent, Mr. Robert Cheney, Mr. 
Luonel Sharp, Mr. “fames Pope. 

8. Tue church meeting at Devonfhire- 
Jquare, prefent, Mr. Rich. Adams, pattor, 
Mr. Mark Key, Mr. Sohn Touts. 

. Tue church meeting at Soyners- 
ball, prefent, Mr. ‘fofeph Maifrers, pattor, 
Mr. Rich. Pain, Mr. ‘ohn Travers. 

50s THE chOten meeting in Litéle 
Hild-firect, prefent, Mr. ‘fobn Piggott, 

pattor, 
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paftor, Mr. Richard Aland, Mr. Henry 
Clare. 

11. Tue church meeting at the Baguio, 
prefent, Mr. “fohn Skinner, Mr, Thomas 
Lampett, Mr. George Capftaff. 

12. Tue church meeting at Lorimers- 
hall, prefent, Mr. Robert Byand, Mr.Geo. 
Richardjfon, Mr. Richard Wilkinfon. 

13. Tue church meeting in White- 
frees, prefent, Mr. Rich. Parkes, paftor, 

Mr. Francis Sims, Mr. ‘fobn Coombs. 

AsouT this time the reverend Mr. Wall, 
vicar of Shorebam in Kent, publifhed his 
Hiitory of Infant Baptifm, tor which he 
had the thanks of the convocation. The 
fame was well, and learnedly anfwered by 
the reverend Dr. Gale. 

On the 25th of March 1705, was held Anno 
another Affembly of ten affociate churches, aoe f 
by their reprefentatives, wz. the church afociation 
at “foyners-hall, the church at Pznners- often | 
hall, that at Limehoufe, that at White- spat ake 
ftreet, that in Virginia—ftreet, that at Shad- 
well, that upon Hor/ély-down, that at 
Little Wild-ftreet, that at Sprttlefields, and 
that in Barbican. 

AFTER a very fuitable fermon, preach- 
ed in publick by the reverend Mr. Yo/eph 
Stennet, for which: he had the thanks of 
the Afembly returned him, with their de- 
fire to him to print the fame. And after 
having by folemn prayer, invoked the di- 
vine direction and bleffing on their deliber- 

ations, 
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| Ko) 
ations, Mr. fo/éph Stennet being chofen mo- 
derator, they proceeded to the feveral mat- 
ters before them; having deliberately read 
the letters, and heard the meffengers from 
Manu- the faid feveral churches ; ‘ And here, fay 
ies me, ¢ they, with great joy and thankfulnefs 


to God, we cannot omit to mention, 
‘ that great harmony, and that {pirit of 
love and peace, which appeared in every 
‘ reprefentative in this Affembly; info- 
¢ much, that all things were hot only de- 
* bated with great calmnefs and modera- 
* tion, but the matters agreed on, pafied, 
‘ with the unanimous confent of all pre- 
‘ fent fo that it was rare to obferve one dif- 
* fenting vote among us.’ 

AFTER the reprefentatives of the above 
named churches were aflembled, ‘ We be- 
‘ ing informed, fay they, that our beloved 
‘ brethren, Mr. ‘fohn Ward, Mr. Mark 
Key, Mr. Benj. Cooper, and Mr. Ebene- 
‘ zer Wilfon, detired to be admitted into the 
Affembly, only as auditors of our debates, 
‘ and agreements, we readily confented 
* thereto, and they were accordingly ad- 
mitted.’ 

Tue preliminaries being the fame in 
fubftance with thofe agreed to in the pre- 
ceding Aifembly, I thall omit them. 

In this A/fembly they did read over para- 
graph by paragraph, the letter fent to the 
churches, reprefented in the laft Afembly ; 
and thought it neceflary to recommend 


afrefh ; 
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afrefh, to the care and confideration of the 
feveral churches reprefented in this A/fem- 
bly, the feveral matters thereby recom- 
mended to the churches, fo far as the 
fame any way concerned them, and then 
they proceed, and fay, ‘ We further fig- 
‘ nify to you, that this Afembly being in- 
formed, that there are feveral perfons, 
* who call themfelves Bapti/fs, and meet 
‘at Winchefter-houfe, near Saint Mary 
Overies Dock, in Southwark, who pre- 
tend to have formed themfelves into a 
© church of Chrift, different from the dag- 
tized churches in London, and are com- 
pofed chiefly, if not only, of perfons 
© who were under the cenfure or dealin 

‘ of fome churches; or after a diforderly 
‘ manner rent themfelves from fundry 
‘ churches in this affoczation, and from 
© other baptized churches; and that they 
* receive perfons into their faid fociety, 
‘ without due recommendation from, or 
‘ fatisfaction to the refpective churches, 
© to which fuch perfons did belong; and 
© do take a liberty to reflect upon, and re- 
© vile the baptized churches, and their 
* minifters. And all thefe allegations be- 
‘ ing fully proved to the fatisfaction of this 
‘ Afembly, agreed, 

1. THAT it is the opinion of this 4- 
Jembly, that the faid perfons meeting at 
Winchefter-houfe are not, nor ought to be 
efteemed, nor owned, asa church of Carift. 

| 2, Lam 
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2. THAT itis the opinion of this A/em- 
dly, that it is irregular and diforderly, for 
any members of a baptized church, to join 
themfelves to them, or to frequent, or any 
way encourage or countenance the faid 
meeting at Winchefter-hou/e. 

3. AnD we do recommend it to all the 
churches in this Afociation, to diffuade 
their members from any fuch practices, 
and to mark them that attend fuch an irre- 
gular meeting, as walking diforderly. 

THE reprefentatives of the church meet- 
ing in Barbican, having informed the 4/- 

fembly, that they had it in charge from the 
faid church, to recommend to this 4/em- 
bly, that they will endeavour to prevail 
with, and give due encouragement to Mr. 
‘fofeph Stennet, to write a General Hifto- 
ry of Baptif/m, in defence of the practice of 
the baptized churches. And the Afembly 
being informed, that upon feveral meet- 
ings with Mr. Steznet, he had been pre- 
vailed with to prepare a ¢7¢le page, and the 
heads of feveral chapters proper for fuch a 
book, which, at the defire of the A/em- 
bly, he was pleafed to read; tho’ he let 
the Afembly know, that he feared the cir- 
cumftances of his health, and his other 
affairs, would not permit him to undertake 
the fame. 

AGREED unanimoufly, That it is the opi- 
nion of this Afembly, that fuch an hiftory 
as propofed would be of great ufe and be- 

nefit 
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nefit to the publick. That Mr. Stennet be, 
and he is hereby intreated to write the faid 
hiftory. That this /embly will, to the 
utmoft, encourage, and promote the faid 
work, That a committee be appointed to 
confult Mr. S¢ennet more particularly 
about the faid Hiftory ; and to confider of 
the beft method of defraying the charge 
thereof ; and that they likewife take the 
affiftance of any other perfons, whom they 
count proper, whether they relate to the 
Affoczation or not. ‘That the faid Commit- 
tee confift of one member of each church 
in this Affoczation, to be approved by the 
faid churches, and now nominated and ap- 
pointed by their reprefentatives. And the 
following perfons were nominated, and ap- 
pointed to be the faid committee, viz. 
Mr. Yobn Taylor, Mr. Abra. Atkins, 
Mr. ‘fobn Valley, Mr. Rich. Aland, 
Mr. ‘fobn Brand, Mr. ‘fobn Burroughs, 
Mr. Abra.Hickman, Mr.Hum.Burroughs, 
Mr. Geo. farvis, Mr. Rich. Wilkinjon, 


And that any four of the faid perfons, 
when met, may act in the affair, And 
that the faid committee do meet at Deer- 
ing’s Coffee-houfe in Finch-lane, on Monday 
next, at five of the clock in the afternoon, 
and adjourn from time to time, as they 


fhall think fit. 


Tuus the Bapizfts have continued to 
meet in affociate Affemblies, not only in 


Lon- 
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London, but alfo in feveral other parts of 
the kingdom. That at London, in the 
year 1739, in the Whit/on week, was 
opened by the reverend Mr. Yobn Maul- 
den, ‘who preached a very fuitable fermon 
on the occafion, which gave fuch general 
fatisfaction, that he not only received the 
thanks of the A/femdly, but was alfo de- 
fired by them to print the fame. I hall 
not mention the particular tranfactions of 
this aflembly, but only obferve, That their 
proceedings and deliberations were with 
great unity, peace, and concord, and that 
they beftowed an honour upon Mr. Maz/- 
den, by electing him to‘the dignity of the 
office of a Meffenger to the baptized 
churches, an office parallel with (in ho- 
nour, tho’ not fo beneficial) that of a bi- 
fhop, if not an archbifhop, in the efta- 
blifhed church. I have made this tran- 
fition, to end with affoctated Ajjemblies. 
But why fome of the Bapti/? minifters. at 
London, and particularly thofe who make 
up the Baptijt board, as they are called, 
have left this laudable care of their 
churches I cannot tell. The reverend 
Mr. Baxter, who may weli be fol'owed 
in fome things, tells us, ‘ That the fate 
© of the Flocks doth’ ufually follow the 
* ftate of the Pa/ffors, is known by the 
‘ experience of all the churches, in all 
‘ ages and places in the world. Where 
‘ there is a holy, faithful, able, diligent, 

‘and 
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‘ and concordant miniftry, there is ufual- 
« ly a reformed and agreeing people. And 
where there is an ignorant, lazy, for- 
mal, ungodly, and contentious miniftry ; 
‘ there is either a people divided, or elie 
‘ agreeing in ignorance, formality, and 
* ungodlinefs; at leaft if fuch a miniftry 
* have been long among them. And we 
* need no other proof, fays he, of this, 
‘ and of the chief caufe of the peoples di- 
‘ vifions and miftakes, than the accufa- 
* tion, and charges of the mznzffers againft 
‘ each other. 

I am well fatisfied, That the only way, 
under the guidance and direction of God’s 
holy Spirit, to prevent dz/cord, and the 
{pread of error, would be by the compaf- 
fion and téendernefs of minifters, fhewed 
towards the weaknefles of the people, who 
cannot be expected to equal them in 
knowledge ; and by adhering to the an- 
cient fimple Chriftianity, making nothing 
neceffary to concord and communion, but 
what Chrift himfelf has made; impartially 
judging of men by God’s intereft in them, 
and not by their own, or their parties. It 
is Chrift that muft be followed, and not 
Calvin nor Arminius. Mofes, the greatetit 
prophet that ever was, declared it. 4 
prophet, fays he, fhall the Lord your God 
raife up unto you, of your brethren, like 
unto me, him fall ye hear in all things, 
whatfoever he fhall fay unto vou, Are the 


pe- 
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peculiar diftinguifhing doétrines of Calvin, 

or Arminius, neftontal to a Chriftian? If 
not, why are they made effential to com- 
munion one with another? Nay, effential 
to bar that Chriftian cha arity (i mean of 
being relieved in want, which 1s due unto 
all men) from the latter, and to be difpen- 
fed only to the former. Oh! that thofe 
concerned would lay thefe things to heart, 

and not make their peculiar diptinguifhing 
doctrines a neceflary condition of commu- 
nion. Peace and concord are amiable even 
to nature. And the beft means to win the 
world to the love of holinefs, is by fhew- 
ing them, that holinefs doth make you 
unfeigned, and fervent in the love of one 
another. What praife can they expect 
from Chrift their divine matter,:w ‘ho make 
the door to a profettion of his. religion 
firaiter than he has left it? 

I nAveE been the more large refpecting 
the conduct of the Papti/ts, in their Gene- 
ral Afjemblies and ta becaule of 
that declenfion fome of the preient time 
feem to be under. They have not only 
declined in their love towards their bre- 
thren, for being more large in the extents 
of Chrift’s death than themieélves ; 7 but alfo 
in their love and care towards their bre- 
thren of their own opinions, in neglecting 
to affociate themfelves with finite of ie 
judicious lay-brethren, as the. practice of 
the reft is, to confult together for the good 

of 
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of the whole. And here, ¥ think, the 
words of tie prophet Ezekiel may not be 
mifapplied. hou fon of Man, fhew the Ezek. 
houfe, to the houfe of Ifrael, that they may * aa a 
be afoamed of their iniquities, and let them 
méafire the pattern. And tf they be a- 
foamed, of all that they have done; fhew 
them the form of the koujfe, and the fafvion 
thereof, and all rhe ordinances thereof, and 

all the forms thereof, and all the laws 
thereof, and write it in their fight, that 
they may kecs the whole form thereof; and 
all the ordinances thereof, and do them. 
But to return, 

"Tis no wonder, that a perfon of Mr. 
Stennet’s learning, and known character, 
had fo large a fhare in the management of 
affairs among the Baptz/fs; and that cafes 
of difficulty, relating to that intereft, from 
all parts of the kinedom ; and fome from 
remoter climates, came Canoe his care. 
The chara&er that he gained, by his an- 
fwer to Ruffen, put his friends on foliciting 
him, to ur idertalce that great work, which 
Heide nded-to have performed, and was 
for fome years eolléting n jaterials for it; 
but the iil itateof his health pre fented he 
making any confiderable progrefs in it. 

Tue large extent “end great ufefulnefs 
of this defien, may in fome meafure ap- 
pear by the following feheme, taken from 
a draught yet remaining in the hands of a 


friend of his. 
C soir 
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‘ Ir was propofed, fays the author of 
his life, that next to the fcripture ac- 
count, a particular collection fhould be 
made out of the authentic writers, of 
the firft, fecond, and third centuries, of 
every thing material relating to daptz/m ; 
and a like colle€tion from the authors of 
the following centuries down to the time 
of the reformation; particular care being 
taken to examine the books which re- 
late to the ancient Petro-brufians, Albt- 
genfes, and Waldenfes. That all thofe 
rabbinical books fhould be fearched, 
which give any account of the bapti/m of 
profelytes among the ‘fews; as alfo fuch 
Chriitian writers, who argue for, or 
againft it. That all Chriftian liturgies, 
and councils ancient or modern, fhould 
be examined, with relation both to the 
mode and fubjects of baptijm. That in- 


-quiry fhould be made into the different 


{entiments of Proteffants about Baptifin 


> at the time of the reformation: and par- 


ticularly, for a juft account of the cir- 


~cumftances of the German and Hunga- 
vlan Anti-pedobaptifts, That all the 
 Englifb books which have controverted 


thefe points, fince the reformation, fhould 
be confulted; the arguments on both 
fides drawn out, and remarks made, 
how the writers of the church of Eng- 
land, and thofe of the Difenters, mili- 
tate with refpect to Padobaptifin, ‘That 

ae 
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* acorrefpondence fhould be fettled with 
* perfons of approved integrity and learn- 
* ing, in different parts beyond the feas, 
© to furnifh fuch books and accounts as 
‘ might give a jut idea of the itate of the 
© Anti -pedobaptifis abroad, That affi- 
*‘ {tance fhould be given to the author of 
‘ the intended Hiftory, from enquiries 
« made by others, in the feveral periods of 
‘ it; but that whatever materials were col- 
© lected by other hands, he fhould him- 
‘ felf examine all the citations, digeft 
‘ them into fuch order as he thought fit, 
‘ making proper reflections throughout the 
© whole work. Such a plan well and ju- 
© dicioufly executed, would doubtlefs have 
© fet this fubje&t in a very full and juft 
light, and contributed not a little to the 
« removal of thofe heats and prejudices, for 
‘ the future, which formerly have too of- 
© ten appeared in difcourfes concerning 
© baptifm ; fo that it may well be efteem- 
© ed an unhappinefs to the public, that he 
‘ did not live to fnith it.’ 

How much Mr. Stennet’s abilities were 
efteemed by the learned, may be made 
appear in many inftances. The reverend 
Dr. Wall bim(elf, after fome converfation 
with him; ina letter he wrote to him, ex- 
prefies himfelf thus, ‘ Upon reading over Ib. p. 23, 
“the theets, I could wifh, I had revifed 
‘ another place or two where I mention 
“you. I would, how much foever we 
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‘ differ, have expreffed fomething more 
‘ of refpect.’ 

Tue repeated fucceffes, with which it 
pleafed God, to blefs the arms of her ma- 
jefty, and her allies, under the conduct 
and command of the duke of Marlborough ; 
in which he performed fuch great and glo- 
rious fervices, for the nation and its allies, 
and defervedly attained to that high pitch 
of honour and rank, as was the admira- 
tion of the whole world, was particularly 
taken notice of by the boufe of Commons ; 
they voted, That the thanks of this houfe 
be given to his grace the duke of Mar/bo- 
rough, for his eminent fervices to her 
majefty and this kingdom, in the great 
and glorious victories and fuccefles, ob- 
tained over the common enemy in the 
laft campaign. The hou/e of Commons pre- 
fented their addrefs to her majefty, as did 
the houfe of Lords another, doing the fame 
honour tothe duke. And the Lord Keeper, 
William Cowper, Efq; made a f{peech to 
him in the houfe of Peers; which be- 
ing fhort, I fhall venture to infert it, tho’ 


it may be deemed not pertinent to my 
hiftory. 


© My lord duke of Marlborough, 
i i Am commanded by this houfe, to give 
‘ * your Grace their acknowledgments 
and thanks, for the eminent fervices you 
‘ have done fince the laft feffions of par- 
© Lament, 


¢ 
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hament, to her majefty, and your coun- 
try, together with their confederates, in 
this juft and neceffary war. 

‘ Tuo’ your former fucceffes againft the 
power of France, while it remained un- 
broken, gave moit reafonatle expecta- 
tion, that you would not fail to improve 
them; yet what your Grace has per- 


formed this laft campaign; has far ex- 
ceeded all hopes, even of fuch, as were 
moft affectionate and partial to their 
country’s intereft, and your glory. The 
advantages you have gained againft the 
enemy are of fuch a nature, fo con{picu- 
ous of themfelves ; fo undoubtedly owe- 
ing to your courage and conduct ; fo fen- 
fibly and univerfally beneficial, in their 
confequences, to the whole confederacy, 
that to attempt to adorn them, with the 
colouring of words, would be vain and 
inexcufable ; and therefore I decline it, 
the rather, becaufe I fhould certainly of- 
end that great modefty, which alone 
can, and does add luftre to your actions ; 
and which, in your Grace’s example, has 
fuccefstully withftood as great trials, as 
that virtue has met with in any inftance 
whatfoever. And I beg leave to fay, 
that if any thing could move your Grace 
to reflect with much faisfaction on your 
own merit, it would be this; that fo 
auguft an Affembly does, with one voice, 
praife and thank you. An honour, which 
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‘ ajudgment, fo fure as that of your Grace’s, 
* to think rightly of every thing, cannot 
‘ but prefer to the oftentation of a publick 
* triumph.’ 


Dec. 17. Tue hou/e of Lords prefented an addrefs 
to the Queen in favour of the duke of 
zo. Marlborough. Anda bill from the Lords, 
intitled, Az act for the fettling the honours 
and dignities of John duke of Marlborough, 
upon his pojterity, and annexing the honour, 
and manour of Woodftock, and houfe of 
Blenheim, ¢o go along with the honours, 
was read three times by the hou/e of Com- 
mons, and pafied, memine contradicente ; 

and the next day it had the yoyal affent. 
OTHER addrefles were prefented to the 
Queen on the like occafion. I fhall only 
mention taat of the Diffeters, in which 
the Bapti/ts are included. For in the be- 
ginning of the reign of the Quecn, at 
whofe acceffion to the throne the iz/fen- 
fers united in their addreffes to the court. 
They had formed themfelves into a com- 
mittee of the three denominations, to con- 
fult of public affairs for the good of the 
whole. It confifted of four minifters of 
the Prefbyterian perfuafion, three of the 
Independents, and three of the Bapti/ts, who 
were all chofen by thofe of their own de- 

nomination, 

Anno Tue addrefs was drawn up by Mr. Sten- 
"708 et, and prefented to the Queen at Wind- 
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for, June v7, by the reverend Mr. fobx 
Spademan, introduced by the Lord trea- 
furer Godolphin. It had the honour to be 
highly commended by the Lord chancellor 
Cowper, and was as followeth. 


nw 
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© To the Queen’s moft excellent Majefty, 


The bumble Addrefi of the Proteftant di/~ 
« fenting minifters, of the feveral deno-~ 
“ minations, in and about the cities of 


© London and Weftmintfter. 


© May it pleafe your Mayefty, 

HE late furprizing progrefs of your 
Majefty’s forces, and thofe of your 
Allies in Flanders, under the command 
of the moft illuftrious prince, the duke 
of Marlborough ; and of thofe in Spazn, 
commanded by the noble earls of Peter- 
borough and Gallway, happily fupported 
by your royal navy, under the conduct 
of your prudent and valiant admurals, 
engages us humbly to congratulate your 
Majefty, on fo glorious an occafion, ‘The 
fignal anfwer it has pleafed God to return 
to thofe devout prayers, which your 
Majefty and your People, by your dire- 
€tion, addrefled to heaven, infpires us 
with a joy, equal to the mortification it 
gives your enemies. And while your 
Majefty afcribes your many victories to 
the arm of the Almighty, and repeats 
your royal commands to your People, to 
C4 ‘ offer 
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© offer him folemn thank{givings ; we can- 
‘ not but look on your Majefty’s piety as 
‘an hopeful pledge of the like future 
* fuccefs. 

‘ As the important confequences of your 
* Majefty’s triumphs make a daily accef- 
‘ fion to your glory, fo they give us an 
‘ agreeable profpect, of the fpeedy redu- 
« «tion of the power of France to its juft 
‘ limits, the reftitution of liberty and peace 
‘ to Europe, the effectual relief of the re- 
© formed churches abroad, and the fecuri- 
© ty of that provifion the law has made for 
‘a Proteftant fucceffion to the crown of 
‘ this kingdom. 

‘ WE gratefully acknowledge the thare 
© we have in the bleffings of your Maje- 
‘ fty’s aufpicious reign, whic 2 preferves to 
© us both our civil and religious liberties ; 
and take this occafion to renew to your 
‘ Majefiy, the affurance of our inviolable 
fidelity ; to which not only our intereit 
and inclination, but the facred ties of 
“ gratitude and confcience oblige us. And 
we fhall ufe our utmoft endeavours, in 
our feveral ftations, to promote that u- 
nion and moderation among your Prote- 
frant fabjects, fo often recommended by 
‘ your Majefty, as highly neceflary to the 
common fafety. 

‘ May the divine Providence, that has 
* made your Majefly, not only head of the 
Proteflant intereft, but chiefin the con- 

* federacy, 


a 


n ray a ~ nr 


ENGLISH BaprTistTs. 


federacy, for the glorious caufe of com- 
mon Liberty, give your Majefty the fa- 
tisfaction of feeing both more firmly 
eftablifhed than ever, by the influence of 
your councils, and fuccefs of your arms. 
May your Majefty’s exemplary piety, 
zeal for the reformation of manners, and 
parental care of all your People, even 
thofe of the remoteft colonies, be emi- 
nently rewarded by the great God, with 
the conitant profperity of your govern- 
ment. May your reign be honoured 
with an happy union of your two King- 
doms of Great Britain, May your royal 
Confort the prince enjoy a confirmed 
health. May your Majefty continue to 
rule in the hearts of your People, and be 
late advanced to a throne of Glory in 
the kingdom of heaven. So pray 

© Your Majefty’s moft loyal, moft 

© obedient fubjects and fervants.’ 
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THE enemies of Religion and Liberty be- Anno 
ginning now to fhew their heads, and fuch a 
furprizing change in the affairs of ftate ob- 
tained in their favour, gave life tothe expiring 
power of the French monarch, and eclipfed 
theglory of her Majefty’sreign, which had hi- 
therto beencrowned with laurels of victory, fo 
as to fill her friends with wonder, and herene- 


mies with fear. I thall, from Mr. Ledzard’s 


Hittory of thelife of the dukeof Marlborough, 
and others, collect fome paflages re{pect- 
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ing the ftate, during the remainder of this 
reign; which having a tendency, and were 
defigned to fubvert our religious and civil 
liberties, I prefume may not be an unplea- 
fing digreffion to thofe, who are zealoufly 
affected with our happy conftitution, which 
took place at the end of this reign, not- 
withftanding the attempts of thofe who 
endeavoured to fubvert it, by procuring 
the remove of the patrons of liberty, thofe 
noble Englifh Patriots, I had almoft faid 
Baptifis; inafmuch as our Lord himfelf 
faid, He that 1s not againft us ts on our 
part; or according to another evangelift, 
2s for us. 

‘Tue dutchefs of Marlborough, {ays 
©“ Mr. Lediard, who hitherto had almoft 
engrofied the Queen’s favour, began now 
very much to decline in her Majefty’s 
efteem, and in the credit fhe had for- 
merly had. Her Grace had introduced 
one Mrs. Ma/ham into the Queen’s fer- 
vice ; and this lady had found means to 
infinuate herfelf fo far into the Queen’s 
good graces, that fhe began to eclipfe 
the dutchefs, and to become almoft her 
Majefty’s only favourite. Mr. Hariey, 
afterwards earl of Oxford, then fecreta- 
ty of ftate, and at the head of the party 
which oppofed the duke and his adhe- 
rents, and was endeavouring to fupplant ' 
them at court, began likewife to grow 
* daily in the Queen’s favour, and to have 
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great influence over her meafures. Two 
difcoveries were made at this time, un- 
luckily for Mr. Harley, one was of a pri- 
vate correfpondence carried on with 
France by one Gregg, a clerk of the fe- 
cretaries office, whom this gentleman 
had not only entertained, but taken into 
a particular confidence, who was here- 
upon tried and executed for it; but it 
did not appear that Mr. Harley was any 
way privy to, or had given the leaft 
countenance to this illicit correfpon- 
dence. The other, That Vahere and 
Bara, whom he had employed as his 
{pies, to go oft over to Calazs, under the 
pretence of bringing him intelligence, 
were informed again{t as _/pzes employed 
by France, to get intelligence from Ezg- 
land. ‘They were often complained of 
upon fufpicion, but were always protect- 
ed by Mr. Harley; yet the prefump- 
tions againft them were fo violent, that 
they were at laft feized on, and brought 
up prifoners for it. TThefe accidents 
might make Mr. Harley more earneft to 
bring about a change in the conduct of 
affairs, in which he relied on the credit 
of the new favourite. 

‘ Tue duke of Marlborough and the lord 
Treafurer having difcovered many of his 
practices, laid them before the Queen. 
She would believe nothing that was fug- 
gefted to his prejudice ; nor would fhe 
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enter into any examination of his ill con- 
duct, but was uneafy when fhe heard it 
fpoke of. So thefe lords wrote to the 
Queen, that they could ferve her no 
longer, if he was continued in that poft. 
The Sunday following, when they were 
fummoned to a cabinet council, they 
both went to the Queen, and told her, 
they muft quit her fervice, fince they faw 
fhe was refolved not to part with Harley. 
She feemed not much concerned at the 
lord Godolphin’s offering to lay down, and 
it was believed to be part of Mr. Harley’s 
new fcheme to remove him. But fhe 
was much touched with the duke of 
Marlborough’s offering to quit, and ftu- 
died with {ome ioft expreffions to divert 
him from that refolution. But he was 
firm, and fhe did not yield to them; fo 
they both went away, to the wonder of 
the whole court. Immediately after, the 
Queen went to the cabinet council, and 
Mr, Harley opened fome matters rela- 
ting to foreign affairs. The whoie doard 


* was very uneafy. The duke of Somerfet 


faid, he did not {ee how they could deli- 
berate on fuch matters, fince the General 
was not with them. He repeated this 
with fome vehemence, whilft all the reft 
looked fo cold and fullen, that the cabi- 
net council was foon at an end; and the 
Queen faw, that the reft of her minifters, 
and the chief officers, were refolved to 
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withdraw from her fervice, if the did 
not recal the Two that had left it. It 
was faid, that fhe would have put all to 
the hazard, if Mr. Harley himfelf had 
not apprehended his danger, and refolved 
to lay down. The queen fent the next 
day for the dtke of Marlborough, and 
after fome expoftulations, fhe told him, 
Harley thould immediately leave _ his 
poft, which he did within ¢wo days. 
But the Queen feemed to carry a deep 
refentment of his, and the Lord Godol- 
phin’s behaviour on this occafion; and 
tho’ they went on with their bufinefs, 
they found they had not her confidence. 
The dutchefs of Marlborough did for 
fome weeks abftain from going tocourt ; 
but afterwards that breach was made up 
in appearance. ot howfes of Parha- 
ment exprefled a great concern at this 
rupture in the court, and apprehended 
the ill effects it might have. The Com- 
mons let the bill of fupply lye on the ta- 
ble, tho’ it was ordered for that day; 
and the Lords appointed a committee to 
examine Gregg, and the other pri/foners. 
As Harley laid down, Harcourt then 
Attorney general, Man/feil the Comptro- 
ler of the houfhold, and St. ohn the Se- 
cretary of war, went and laid down with 
him. 
‘A Few days after this breach happened 
at court, the Nation was alarmed by news 
© from 
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© from Holland, of a defign which the 
‘ French no longer kept, or could keep a 
fecret, that they were fending the prince 
df Wales to Scotland, with a fleet and an 
army to poffefs himfelf of that kingdom. 
He embarked when it was too late, and 
when all reafonable hopes of effecting 
any thing to the purpofe was loft ; in fo 
much, that it was next to a miracle that 
he, together with his little fleet, did not 
fall into the hands of the Exgli/b. Which 
gave occafion to a report, that Lewzs 
XIV. would willingly have loft his fhips 
to have been rid at the fame time of his 
gueft. By the vigilance of the Queen 
and her minifters, this defign was de- 
feated.’ 

At this critical jun€ture of publick af- 
fairs, when the Parliament was called in 
1708, It was the opinion of many emi- 
nent citizens, with the approbation of fe- 
veral noble and zealous affertors of the 
Enghifb \iberties, that a Paper of advice 
prefented by the citizens of London to their 
reprefentatives would be very feafonable. 
Mr. Stennet’s pen was made choice of for 
this purpofe, which he performed with a 
{fpirit fo becoming the perfons in whofe 
name it was written; and with fo decent a 
regard to the characters of thofe gentlemen 
to whom it was directed, as render it wor- 
thy of this Hiftory, tho’ for fome reafons 
it was not prefented, The Paper is as fol- 
lows. © Gen-= 
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© Gentlemen, 


AS you have the honour to be chofen 
to reprefent this great city in the en- 
fuing Parliament, {o it is hoped it will 
not be difagreeable to you, to know the 
fenfe of the generality of your eleors, 
concerning the prefent pofture of public 
affairs, and after what manner it is ex- 
pected you will acquit your felves of the 
truft repofed in you. 

‘°T1s your fortune to be chofen at a 
very critical juncture of time; and the 
auguft Afjembly, of which you are to be 
a part, will, in all appearance, have be- 
fore them fome of the moft important 
affairs that ever were debated in Parlia- 
ment; on the prudent management of 
which, under the divine providence, not 
only the happinefs of this c7ty and natzon, 
but the welfare of the whole Protefant 
intereft, and the greateft part of Ewrope 
depends. 

‘ Ary the world is convinced of the 
truth of that which her Majetty has fo 
juftly obferved ; that the late infolent at- 
tempt of the pretender, muft needs have 
been encouraged by fecret enemies of the 
government here at home; and their 
party appears too confiderable to be either 
defpifed or neglected; which renders it 
highly probable, that a Brztz/h parlia- 
mené will think it neceffary to enquire in- 
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to the hidden {prings of that wicked and 
bloody defign; that by detecting the 
treafon of our inteftine enemies, and by 
bringing the chief of them to juftice, the 
reft may not flatter themfelves, that they 
may commit the blackeft crimes with 
impunity; end that their confederates 
abroad, by obferving the ftrength and 
fteadinefs of the Briti/b goverment, may 
be difcouraged from engaging in the like 
prefumptuous enterprizes for time to 
come. 
‘ We therefore rely on your integrity 
and zeal, that when the p/ot, on which 
the intended invafion was founded, comes 
to be examined, you will contribute all 
you can to the difcovery of that treache- 
ry, and concur with thofe prudent mea- 
fures, which the wiidom of the natiow 
fhall think fit to take, for the fecurity of 
her Majetty’s perfon and government 
from fuch horrid confpiracies for the fu- 
ture. A feafonable and nice {crutiny in- 
to this dark aftair, will probably bring to 
light fome of the myf{terious caufes of 
thofe uncommon difficulties; under which 
the government has fo much laboured ; 
and may open a way to fome proper me- 
thod for the revival and fecurity of trade ; 
which is an article the reprefentatives of 
this czzy can never forget, without being 
guilty of a negligence and fupinenefs not 
to be forgiven. 

‘ THERE- 
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‘ THEREFORE we cannot omit to 
charge you, with the neceflary care of 
making in Parliament a full and lively 
reprefentation of the calamities we ‘have 


‘ long fuffered, fometimes for want of 
* convoys, and cruifers, fometimes by their 


A 


n 


unaccountable delays, and the unfeafon- 
able time of their failing, as well as by 
the undue preffing of men out of our 
merchant fhips, by which our trade has 
been almoft entirely ruined, and her Ma- 
jefty’s revenue very much diminifhed. 

‘ WE moreover earneftly defire you 
would embrace every occafion that may 
offer in a parliamentary way, to confo- 
lidate the happy union of England and 


* Scotland, and to render it as compleat as 


a 


nan 
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pete ; for you cannot be ignorant, 
ow much the welfare of Great Britain, 
and indeed of all Europe, is concerned in 
the keeping of that wunzon inviolable ; 
and how much the confirmation of it 
will tend to mortify all thofe who with 
ill to our happy conftitution. 

‘ Anp how much foever peace is to be 
defired, efpecially after a long and ex- 
penfive war; yet it is fo evident, that it 
is impoffible for the ballance of power n 


Europe to be preferved, and the trade of 


this mation to be retrieved, without re- 
ducing the exorbitant power of France 
to juft limits, and reftoring the crown of 


Spain to the houfe of Aujiria; that we 
D ‘ think 
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think it much more eligible, to bear the 
burthen of a juft and neceflary war, than 
weakly to fall into the obvious fnare of 
a difkonourable and deftruciive peace. 
‘ We hope therefore, you will do all 
that becomes our reprefentatives to fup- 
port the glorious caufe of Lzberty, in 
which her Majefty, and the Natzon are 
engaged, till Peace can be attained on 
honourable and lafting terms, according 
to the unanimous refolution of the late 
Parliament. 
© WE conclude in affuring you, that if 
you are defirous to oblige us, you can 
do it in nothing fo much, as in fhewing 
a forward zeal for the vindication of her 
Majefty’s rightful and lawful Title to the 
crown (a Title founded on the juft and 
glorious principles of the late happy Re- 
volution) and for the fecurity of the /ic- 
ceffion in the Proteffant line ; and in rea- 
dily complying with all fuch meafures 
as fhall be thought proper, to promote 
union and moderation among Proteftants, 
and to render them all as eafy to one 
another, as ufeful to the community, 
and as ferviceable to the government as 
poffible. And all this we give you in 
charge, as you will anfwer the neglect of 
it to God, to your own Confciences, to 
her Majefty, to the, Nation in general, 
and in particular, to the Cr¢y you repre- 
fent. 

“AND 
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‘ AND now, Gentlemen, we promife 
our felves, that your Gonfant attendance 
in your places, in the houfe of Commons, 
your affiduous application to “tile public 
bufinefs, and your peculiar regard to all 
the important matters we re recome- 
mended to you, will confirm us in the 
good opinion we have of your fidelity, 
and the other qualifications neceflary to 
the difcharge of fo great a truft, as that 
of our c7vil and religious Liberties ; the 
prefervation and fecurity of which we 
commit to your Care.’ 


G3 
wa 


In the year 1710, foon after the Par- Anno 
lament was prorogued, the Queen madera;'7'9- 
ftep which gave occafion for fevere refle- 
ctions; for sreons communicating the 
matter to any of her minifters, fhe took 
the Chamberlain’s white ftaff from the earl 
of Kent, whom in recompence fhe advan- 
ced to be a duke, and gave it to the duke 
of Shrewfbury. ‘ This occafioned, fays Mr, Lediard, 


‘ Lediard, no {mall uneafinels, it being“ 
from thence conclided isthat 7a total ® 
change of the miniftry would quickly 
follow ; and it was believed, there was a 
fecret management between him and 
Mr. Harley pith the new favourite. 
The Queen’s inclination to the latter, 
and her alienation from the Dutcheis oh 
Marlborough, began now to appear more 
and more, and broke out upon many, 
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‘ tho’ trivial occafions. ‘The dutchefs re- 
‘ tired thereupon from the court, and was 
‘ feen no more at it, in this reign.’ 

Tue duke of Shrew/bury gave the mini- 
fters very pofitive affurances, that his prin- 
ciples were the fame they had been during 
the laft reign, and were in no refpect al- 
tered ; upon which he defired to enter in- 
to conferences with them; but there was 
now too much ground given for fufpicion. 
For the /chemes digefted by the propofers, 
and laid before the Queen, were commu- 
nicated by her Majefty’s order to the duke, 
who weighed them thoroughly; and his 
approving them added great weight to 
them, in the judgment of all thofe who 
were let into the fecret ; but may be faid to 
finifh the Queen’s information, and fix her 
refolutions ; for after her Majefty had been 
told by the duke, that the /cheme of the 
adminiftration was well laid, and was not 
only practicable but neceflary, her Majefty 
was determined at once, and never made 
any farther hefitation. 

On the 14th of Yume the difmiffed the 
eatl of Sunderland from the office of fecre-~ 
tary of State, without affigning any mal- 
verfation on his part, and gave the feals to 
the lord Dartmouth, But becaufe no for- 
mal negle@, or error in the difcharge of his 
office could be objected againft him ; and 
it might appear ungracious to difcHarge a 
nobleman, of an unblemifhed character, 

and 
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and fo near a relation to the duke of Mar/- 
borough, with feeming difpleafure, it was 
thought fit to mitigate his difgrace by a 
pepo But when word was brought to 

im that her Majefty, as a teftimony of 
her royal favour, and of her being fully 
fatisfied in his lordfhip’s fervices, defigned 
to prefent him with 3000/. per annum, to 
be fettled upon him for life, to make up, 
in fome meafure, the lofs of the office of 
fecretary ; his lordfhip, ‘with the genero- 
fity of an old Roman, hardly to be parallel’d 
in thefe corrupt times, anfwered, ‘ He 
‘-was glad her Majefty was fatisfied he 
* had done his duty; but if he could not 
* have the honour to ferve his country, he 
£ would not plunder it, 

Tus change began to caufe fome un- 
eafinefs, both at home and abroad; but 
her Majefty, to put a ftop to, or at leaft 
to leffen it, told her fubjects here, parti- 
cularly the Governor of the Bank; and 
gave orders to her Minz/ters abroad, to af- 
fure her Alles, that fhe would make no 
other changes. So the matter has been 
reprefented on one fide; but on the other 
it is faid, particularly with regard to the 
Bank ; that Sir Gi/bert Heathcote governor, 
Nathaniel Gould, e{quire, deputy-governor, 
Francis Eyles, efq; and Sir William Scawen, 
two of the directors, thought fit to make 
their application to the duke of Newca/tle, 
lord Privy feal; to whom having repre- 
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fented the dangers likely to attend the 
change of the miniftry, his grace introduced 
them to the Queen. Her Majefty having 
given them a gracious hearing, was pleafed 
to tell them, That fhe fome time before 
refolved to remove the earl of Sunderland, 
for particular reafons of ftate; but that 
fhe had not yet determined to make 
any other changes; and that whenever 
fhe fhould, fhe would take care, that 
the public credit might not be injured 
thereby. 

Tue Emperor and the States General 
were apprehenfive, that the duke of Mar/- 
borough would either be removed, or fo 
far difgufted, as to lay down his command, 
which might bring a great prejudice to the 
common caufe, Count Gallas the Impe- 
rial minifter, and Monfieur de Uryderge, 
the Dutch envoy, were directed in a moft 
re{pectful manner, to reprefent to the 
Queen, what ill influence the changing of 
the miniftry might have on affairs abroad. 
In anfwer to their refpective memorials, 
the firft was told, he might affure the 
Emperor, that whatever changes the Queen 
defigned to make, fhe had refolved to 
continue the duke of Marlborough in his 
employments, and defired that prince Ev- 
gene, and the other Imperial generals and 
plenipotentiaries, might at with him, with 
the fame confidence as before. 
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THREE things of the greateft weight Memoirs, 
were at this time referred to the judgment P: 49: 
of the duke of Shrew/bury. 

1. WHETHER the public credit might 
be maintained and fupported, tho’ the mi- 
niftry were changed, and tho’ the lord 
Treafurer and duke of Marlborough fhould 
lay down? 

2. WHETHER the /chemes propofed 
might be purfued without diffolving the 
Parlhament ; and if not, whether the Par- 
lament might be difloived without danger 
to the {tate, and a new one obtained, with 
due difpofitions for the purpofes laid down? 

3. WHETHER a peace might be treated 
of without danger to the government, and 
with honour to her Majefty, and her Al- 
lies; that the effufion of the blood of her 
people, which was a particular grief to her 
Majefty, might be ftopt; and that the 
prodigious expences the kingdom was now 
obliged to be at every year, might be 
brought to an end? 

Ir is faid, the duke anfwered all thefe Lediard, 
in the affirmative, and'reafoned fo clearly ue ee 
upon them to her Majefty, as gave her par-"* * 
ticular fatisfattion, So that about two 
months after the change of the fecretary of 
State, the Queen difmiffed the earl of 
Godolphin from the poft of lord Treafurer, 
and the next day put the Treafury in com- 
miffion. Lord Pow/ef was the firft in 
the commifiion; but Mr. Harley, who 
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was at the fame time appointed chancellor, 
and under treafurer of the Exchequer, was 
the perfon with whom the fecret was 
lodged. It was vifible that he was the 
chief minifter ; and now it appeared, that 
a total change of the Minifiry, and the dif- 
folution of the Parhament were refol- 
ved on. 

In September the Queen came to coun- 
cil, and called for a proclamation to dif- 
folve the Parkament, which Sir *zmon 
Harcourt, made attorney general in the 
room of Sir Fames Mountagne, who quit- 
ted that poft, had prepared. When it 
was read, the lord Chancellor offered to 
fpeak ; but her Majefty rofe up, and would 
admit of ‘xo debate; but ordered the writs 
for a new Parhament to be prepared. 
About the fame time fhe difmiffed the 
lord Somers, and in his room, made the 
eatl of Rocheffer, lord prefident of the 
council.. She fent to the duke of Devon- 
feire, for the lord Steward’s ftaff, and 
gave it to the duke of Buckingham. Mr. 
Boyle was difmiffed from being fecretary of 
State, and Mr. St. ‘fob, afterwards lord 
Bolingbroke, had the feals. The earl of 
Derby was removed from being chancellor 
of the dutchy of Lanca/fer, and was fuc- 
ceeded by the lord Berkley. Upon all 
thefe removes, the lord Chancellor came 
and delivered up the great feal; but the 
Queen not looking for this, was furprized 
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at it; and not knowing how to difpofe of 
it, fhe, with an unufual earneftnefs, pref- 
fed him to keep it, one day longer; and the 
day following having confidered the mat- 
ter with her favourites, Mrs. Ma/ham and 
Mr. Harley, the received it very readily. 
At firft fhe delivered it to three lords com- 
miffioners, viz. Sir Tho. Trevor, lord chief 
Juftice of the Common Pleas, Robert 
Tracy, efq; a Judge in the fame court, 
and Mr. Scroop, baron of the Exchequer 
in Scotland; but it was foon after given to 
Sir Szmon Harcourt. The earl of Wharton 
delivered up his commiffion of lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, and that was given to 
the duke of Ormond. And the earl of Or- 
ford, with fome of the Commiffioners of 
the admiralty, withdrew from that doard, 
in whofe room others were put. 

TueE duke of Shrew/bury, who had very 
much alienated the Queen’s mind from 
the late minifiry, and had no {mall {hare 
in their difgrace ; yet he was fo difpleafed 
with the diffolution of the Parlament, 
and the zew model of the miniftry, that 
tho’ he continued fometime Matter of the 
horfe, he refufed to fit any more in coun- 
cil, and complained openly of the artifices 
which had been ufed, to make him in- 
ftrumental to other people’s defigns. He Memsirs,. 
was a perfon of no difpofition to pufh ; he P. 53: 
would run no hazards for any party; and 
declined all the great pofts which might 
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embarrafs him too much, or. make him go 
farther than he could retreat ; yet managed 
himfelf with fo much addrefs, that he was 
valued for his counfel by every fide ; tho’ 
at the fame time he would never embark 
far in any thing he every advifed to; and 
that if they came to any difficulties, there 
he always left them to ftand or fall alone. 
This love of his eafe, and this unactive 
temper, was what his friends complained 
of him for, and what his enemies reproach- 
ed him with. 

THE -Queen havmg made an entire 
change in her Miniftry, and a Parhament 
procured ready to join with them in bring- 
ing about their pre-conceived defigns, it 
very much alarmed the whole nation. 
They began with a charge again{t the in- 
vincible duke of Marlborough. Upon which 
the Queen in council declared, ‘ That fhe 
‘ being informed, that an information 
again{t the duke of Marlborough was laid 
‘ before the Lou/e of Commons, by the com- 
* miffioners of the public accounts, fhe 
thought fit to difmifs him from all lis 
employments, that the matter might take 
‘an: impartial examination.’ Thus the 
beft of {ervants, and the only glory of 
her reign, was abandoned by his Miftrefs ; 
but received the mefiage with an heroic 
refignation, without fhewing any difguft 
or refentment, and wrote a dutiful anfwer 
to her Majeity, which he fent by the 
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countefs of Sunderland, one of his daugh- 
ters. The charge of the Lou/e of Commons 
againft the duke was, That he reccived a 
premium of the contractors who fupplied 
bread, and bread wagons, to the forces in 
the Low countries, in the Queen of Great 
Britain’s pay ; and that he alfo received a 
deduction of 2 4 per cent. from the foreign 
troops in her Majefty’s pay. 

As heavy as this charge again{t the duke 
might at firft view appear, when replied 
to. by him, he had fo much to fay to clear 
himéelf of it, that he ftood entirely acquit- 
ted, in the eye of much the greater and 
wifer part of the nation; tho’ the hou/e of 
Commons feemed to be of another opinion, 
and contented themfelves with paffling fome 
refolutions, and prefenting them to her 
Majefty, not offering any impeachment, 
or defiring the concurrence of the Lords, 
well knowing, that their Lordfhips had 
greater refpect for the duke’s perfon and 
fervices, than they themfelves thought fit 
to exprefs at that time. 

THE great companion of the duke of 
Marlborough’s glory, prince Eugene of Sa- 
voy, being now in England, when dining 
with the lord Treafurer; his lordfhip, a- 
mong other compliments, told his high- 
nefs, that he looked upon that day, as the 
happieft in the whole courfe of his life ; 
fince he had the honour to fee in his 
houfe, the greateft Captain of this age. 
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Lediard, To which the prince, fays Mr. Lediard, 
Vol. MI. threwdly and wittily replied, That ¢f it was 
P 2° (0, he was obliged to bis lordfbip for it. Al- 
luding to the earl’s being, as it was thought, 

the author of the Duke’s difgrace, which 

rid his highnefs of a competitor in military 

glory. Of the prince’s high efteem of the 

duke, we have an inftance from bifhop 
Ib.p.272. Burnet, who tells us, that in one of the 
fcurrilous papers, wrote on defign to raife 

the rabble againft the duke, one of the 
perfons began thus, He was, perhaps, once 
fortunate, I took occafion, fays he, to let 
prince Eugene fee, the fpite of thefe wri- 

ters, and mentioned this paflage; upon 

which he made this pleafant reflection, 

That it was the greateft commendation. could 

be given him, fince be was ALWAYS SUC- 
CEssFUL. So this implied, that in fone 

fingle inftance he might be fortunate ; but 

that all his other fucceffes were owing to 

his conduct. Upon that, adds the bifhop, 

I faid, that fingle inftance muift be then, 

his efcaping out of the hands of the party, 

which took him, when he was falling 

down the Mae/é in a boat. 

Tuo’ the duke had the misfortune to lie 

under the cenfure of that houfe of Commons, 

yet the brighteft pens came in, as volun- 

tiers to his Grace’s defence. Among thefe, 

Vol. WI. {ays Mr. Lediard; The author of the hiftory 
P2774 of that Parliament, exprefies himfelf fo 
nervoufly on this fubject, that from him 
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I have borrowed the following quota- 
tion. 
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‘ I Never met, fays he, with any fub- 
ject in my life, in which I more paf- 
fionately defired a full liberty of -{peech ; 
than in that of the queftioning the duke 
of Marlborough’s conduct, with refpect 
to the premium for the bread contracts, 
and the deduction of 2 and 4 per cent. of 
the pay to foreign troops, for fecret fer- 
vices. J muft confefs, reflections upon 
refleCtions croud in upon my imagina- 
tion, and words ftruggle to break their 
way; but I muft check the impetuofity 
of argument, and fubmit to the ultima 
ratio. ‘The wretch, meaning the Exa- 
miner, who has lately handled the mat- 
ter, would make us believe, it was faid 
even in Parliament, That his Grace’s 
falary as general, plenipotentiary, mafter 
of the ordinance, &c. was more than 
enough to fatisfy the moft craving appe- 
tite. That the rewards he had received 
from Parliament were of fuch a valuable 
nature, as to be highly fuperior to his 
merit, had his fervices been much great- 
er than they were. That in thofe fervi- 
ces, which were fo much talked of by 
his advocates, he had done no more than 
his duty, @c. I can, fays he, read no 
more of it. The Hiftories of the world, 
from the Creation to the treaty of Utrecht, 
have nothing like it. You may talk a 
« the 
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the calling the conqueror of Carthage to 
account, for his delivering Rome from 
flavery. The Romans could not ftand it. 
Follow me, fays Sczpio, to the capitol, 
and let us thank the gods for the victory 
that was on this day won of the Africans. 
The Senators crouded after the Congue- 


- ror, and the accounts were forgot in a 


minute. When his Grace had only the 
glory of his youth to fupport him, and 
the fervice of a few campaigns in France 
and Flanders; when he was reproached 
by the enviers of that merit, to which 
nothing but her Majefty’s royal bounty 
could be fuperior; that he was /ine clade 
wiéter, when he had only taken Rure- 
mond and Venlo; how was he loaded 
with applaufe, and immediately fet above 
the memory of King /Wz//am, as the re- 
triever of the honour of the nation! Who 
were the men that were thus lavifh of 
their praife? From what quarter did 
thofe glorious votes come? Or, were 
they intended rather, as an affront to 
that glorious King’s memery, than as a 
compliment to the General, he had gi- 
ven them. If he had then retrieved the 
honour of England. Good God! What 
did he do afterwards? What did he for 
us on the banks of the Danube? At the 
battles of Ramilies and Oudenarde? At 
the dreadful fiege of that wealthy and 
beautiful equivalent Life? What, ina 

‘ word, 


Encuisu BaprTists, 


‘ word, were all his campaigns, but fo 
‘ many triumphs? And where fhould we 
‘ have found room for his trophies, had 
* we not our felves put a ftop to his victo- 
‘ ries? ‘There is no need of any other re- 
‘ membrances of thefe things, than the 
‘ f{peeches and votes of Parliament, and 
* the voluntary addrefles of the nation, with 
‘ which the Gazette’s were filled, for fe- 
* veral years fucceflively. Huiftorians will 
‘ always be fond or this part of the Engli/h 
‘ hiftory; it fhines fo bright, it wants no 
* ornament ; and it is not in the power of 
‘ envy and ingratitude to tranfmit it to 
£ pofterity, in any other colours but what 
* are dazling and amazing.’ 

Ir was no {mall mortification to his 
Graces implacable enemies, who, after a 
great deal of noife and clamour, could not 
hx any thing criminal upon ims: LOGhce 
veral foreign princes, who had troops in 
her Majetty’s j pay, ordered their minifters 
to reprefent, chat the 2 and + per cent. de- 
duéted from their troops, in her Majetty’s 
pay, was their own money; and that they 
were willing to allow it, asa free gift to 
the duke of Ormond (who was declared 
general, and had the firft regiment of the 
guards in his Grace’s room) as they had 
done before to the duke of Marlborough. 

Tue duke of Marlborough now met 
with another fenfible affliction, vzz. the 
lofs of the earl of Godolphin, w ho died a 
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the ftone. ‘ He was, fays a late hifto- 
© rian *, the man of the cleaneft head, the 


a 
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calmeft temper, and the moft incor- 
rupt of all the minifters of ftate, I have 
ever known. After having been thirty 
years in the Treafury, and during zz/e 
of thofe lord Treafurer ; as he was never 
once fufpected of corruption, or of fuf- 
fering his fervants to grow rich under 
him ; fo in all that time, his eftate was 
not encreafed by him to the value of 
four thoufand pounds. He ferved the 
Queen with fuch a particular affection 
and zeal, that he ftudied to poffefs all 
people with great perfonal efteem for 
her. And fhe her felf feemed to be 
fenfible of this for many years; that if 
courts were not different from all other 
places in the world, it might have been 
thought, that his wife management at 
home, and the duke of Marlborough’s 
glorious condué abroad, would have fixed 
them in their pofts, above the little pra- 
ctices of an artful favourite.’ 

THE prevailing party and their emiffa- 


ries, ufed fo many arts to render his Grace 
obnoxious, and to involve him in any 
thing, that looked like a defign againft 
the government, made it neceffary for his 
Grace to leave the kingdom ; and accord- 
ingly, he demanded a pafs, which was 


* Lediard, Vol. III. p. 293, 
readily 
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readily granted, and accompanied with a 
letter from the Queen, to teftify how well 
pleafed fhe fhould be with the honourable 
reception his Grace every where met with. 
The duke having fettled his affairs, em- 
barked at Dover, in the North Britain 
packet boat, and came next morning be- 
fore the harbour of Offend. The captain 
hoifted the enfign at the topmaft head. 
The town took this as as fignal of his 
Grace’s being on board, and made a falute 
of all the cannon toward the fea; and 
on the packet boat’s entring the harbour ; 
of three rounds of all the artillery on the 
ramparts. On his Grace’s landing he was 
received by general Cadogan and brigadier 
de Caris, governor of the place, and con- 
ducted by a vaft concourle of people to 
captain Brown's, where he dined. He 
fupped with the governor, lay that night 
at the Burgomaffer’s, and the next day, 
Dec. 13. his Grace fet out for Antwerp, 
being faluted by another triple difcharge of 
the cannon ; and by the Yarch¢s and other 
Englifh thips. 

At his Grace’s entring into Antwerp he 
was met without the gates by the marquis 
de Terrecena, governor of the citadel, 
whom he had before honoured with his 
friendfhip ; and who, in the Emperor his 
mafter’s name, made him an offer of all 
the ceremonies ufually paid to their fove- 
reign princes. But his Grace defired i 
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be excufed;, and would have went zucognito 
to the houfe provided for his lodgings, 
which, however, was not permitted; fo 
that he was introduced as before, with the 
noife of cannon, and the acclamations of 
the peoples who could not fee the perfon 
that had fo lately delivered them from the 
French yoke, without giving public tefti- 
monies of their thankful acknowledg- 
ments. 

From hence, after he had, with great 
difficulty, been prevailed with to be pre- 
fent at a collation prepared for him by the 
marquis; his Grace, with his retinue, 
made the beft of his way towards Mae- 
firecht ; and without entring into the towns 
that had made preparations for his recep- 
tion, travelled the moft private roads he 
could poflibly make. Notwithftanding 
which, the country was alarmed at his 
prefence in thofe parts, and every place 
through which he paffed, was filled with 
fpeCtators, having notice of his coming 
from the parties of horfe, that by order of 
the governor of Maeffrecht, were laid on 
the road between ntwerp and that town, 
to efcort his Grace. 

On his arrival at Antwerp, he again 
found himfelf under a neceflity of com-. 
plying with the difpofitions that were made 
to compliment him, in refpect to the States 
General, who had fent particular orders for 
it, to fhew the great value they had for his 
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perfon and fervices. The garrifon was 
drawn up about noon under arms, in two 
ranks, from the Bru/fel’s gate to the go- 
vernor’s houfe, and about feven in the 
evening the Duke arrived, under a triple 
difcharge of the cannon from the bulwarks, 
and all other honours that were paid him 
in other places. He was accompanied by 
general Dofff, who waited upon his Grace 
without the town; as-alfo, by lieutenant 
general Cadogan, afterwards earl Cadogan, 
who chofe rather, to his honour it muit 
be faid, to attend on his old general, than 
to enjoy his places and employments under 
the zew minifiry. Who, for this refpec, 
(to their fhame be it recorded) fhewed 
unto his Grace, divefted him of them. 
When the Duke alighted at the governor’s 
houfe, a great guard was immediately pla- 
ced, under a captain, a lieutenant, and 
an enfign ; and the next morning his Grace 
was complimented by the magiftrates, in a 
full body, and with as great tokens. of re- 
fpect, as if he had till retained the com- 
mand of the confederate army. Nor was 
lefs obfervance fhewn him at his departure, 
for there was the fame difcharge of all the 
artillery of the place, and the fame difpo- 
fition of the foldiery for his Grace’s pafiage 
through the garrifon, as was made before ; 
and the two generals Dopff and Cadogan, 
gave their attendance on him, till he was 
out of the territories of the States General. 
ie In 
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In his journey to Ax /a Chappelle, where 
he intended to take up his refidence for 
fome time, till fuitable provifions were 
made in the heart of Germany for his abode. 
The peafants, and others, flocked together 
to fee the Preferver of the Empire; and 
even the people of different nations (for all 
forts are on the borders of Germany) 
agreed, in beftowing their bleffings on the 
Hero, and their execrations on his enemies. 
They were full of aftonithment, at the 
fight of him, and faid, his looks, his air, 
and his addrefs, were full as conquering as 
his fword. Some of them could not, with 
all their ftriving, refrain from tears ; others 
avowed, that they came with common cu- 
riofity, and thought of nothing elfe; but 
when they faw the man, who had filled 
the world with the fame of his great acts, 
dining with few attendants, in a poor ob- 
fcure village, and heard how ungrateful 
he had been ufed in his native country, 
they were {o loft, that they thought they 
fhould fink into the earth. Nay, even a 
Frenchman himtelf, could not forbear fay- 
ing; that tho’. the fight was worth a mz/- 
lion to his king; yet, he believed, he 
would not, at fuch a price, have loft the 
fervice of fo brave a man, at fuch a time. 
In fine, all fexes, and ages, both adored, 
and bewailed him; whilft the Duke him- 
{elf fhewed the greatnefs of his fufferings 
was only to be furmounted by the greatneds 

of 
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of his mind, and went through the town 
of Aix la Chappelle to the houfe prepared 
for his reception, in fuch a manner as if 
he bore at heart the preffures of other 
people’s misfortunes, not the remembrance 
of his own. The next day his /evee was 
crouded by all perfons of rank and diftin- 
ction in the town, who, tho’ of different 
interefts and nations, were unanimous in 
their refpects to his great merit. In parti- 
cular, the marquis of Le/difguzeres, a 
Frenchman, {peaking of him, at his re- 
turn to the abbot de Guliftre, faid, He 
could now fay, that he had feen the man 
who was egual to the marfhal de Turrenne 
in conduét, to the prince of Conde in cou- 
rage, and /uperior to the marfhal de Lux- 
emburg in fuccets. 

Hrs Grace having received all imagin- 
able refpect, was induced to ftay at Ax la 
Chappelle longer than he intended; and the 
dutchefs of Marlborough having landed at 
Oftend in Feb. 1713, the Duke met her 
Grace at Mae/trecht, from whence he re- 
turned again to ix /a Chappelle. ‘They 
made but a fhort ftay at that town, for all 
things being ready for their journey, they 
vifited their principality of Mindelbeim, 
and feveral towns in Germany; being re- 
ceived in all places with the greateft ho- 
nours; particularly at Frankfort, where 
the Duke had frequent interviews with 
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prince Eugene, and received the conipli- 
ments of feveral other princes. 

I coutp not pafs this part of our Eng= 
Lifh hiftory, tho’ it may be deemed by 

ome not pertinent to the hiftory I am 
writing, But as his Grace was fuch an 
eminent patron, and zealous aflerter, both 
of cur civil and religious Liberties ; fo when 
a fubverfion of both was intended, tho’ no 
crime could be juftly laid to his charge, 
yet it was deemed neceflary to remove him 
out of the way; and becaufe they could 
not become matters of his life, they readi- 
ly complied with his voluntary exile. But 
it muft confequently be a very great morti- 
fication, and very much difturb and dif- 
courage that ew minifiry, to fee fo much 
public refpect juftly put upon the very per- 
fon, whom for no other reafon, but be- 
caufe he was Joyal to his Mittrefs, and true 
to his Country, they had ufed fo ill. 

Soon after this*, a private gentleman 
from France was entertained here by fome 
lords in conference, upon the fubje@t of 
peace, for fome months before it was pub- 
lickly known; by what degrees an open 
face of a treaty was carried on afterwards in 
London, is not a fecret now to the world, 
This was the famous Monfieur Me/rager, 
the fame formerly employed in Holland, 


® Memoirs of the life of the duke of Shvewhbury, p. 76. 
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who the king of France found fo able in 
the fecret negotiation for the bringing a 
treaty on foot; that however his quality, 
was at firft not, thought equal to the 
charge, yet his capacities being found fu- 
perior to his birth, the king, who was a 
very good judge, foon honoured him equal 
to his {tation of a plenipotentiary, and then 
named him to go to Ufrrecht, there to fi- 
nifh the great work which he had {fo dex- 
teroufly laid the foundation of, and which 

he had gone through with great difficulty. 
Tue King of France fent over hither 
the duke de Aumont his embaflador extra- 
ordinary, to make the Queen the ufual 
compliment on fuch an occafion ; the per- 
fon of this embaflador was fingled out, as 
one who fhould be fuppofed to be rather a 
man of pleafure, than a man of bufinefs, 
and a.man wholly addicted to gallantry 
and magnificence; and therefore when he 
appeared here, it was with the utmoft 
gaiety and fplendor. He refided at Somer- 
fet-Houfe, where he kept affemblies for 
play every night, and a public mafquerade 
every Thurfday, where the company were 
entertained with the utmoft appearance of 
mirth and gallantry, and not the leaft of- 
fer or appearance of bufinefs, or of any 
defign that way. It is faid, there was a 
certain private room, the entrance of which 
was through one of the withdrawing 
rooms, and into which fuch perfons as 
Eg were 
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were in the fecret made their retreat, as if 
it had been only for refrefhment; but that 
having a clue for admittance, they were 
prefently in the room, where, without the 
ceremony of undreffing, but even in the 
habits of the divertifement, they fell to 
the bufinefs before them; and that here 
were fome private agents from the court of 
St. Germains; and the meafures were 
entred into here to bring a powerful army 
into the field, in order to aflert the intereft 
of the pretender, and place him upon the 
throne. Nay, fome of the conferences 
held here, are faid to have gone fo far, as 
to concert meafures to prevent the hou/e of 
Hanover fetting foot here in cafe of the 
death of the Queen; that the defign was 
to have been firft of all concerted'fo, that 
an army fhould be ready, not only in 
France, to be fent over to affift in fuch an 
enterprize, but that a great fum of money 
fhould be depofited, ready to carry on a 
powerful armament in the fretender’s fa- 
vour, on fuch an emergence. That a 
commiffion of regency fhould be fealed to 
a certain number of lords, empowering 
them to act, and proclaim the pretender 
king, and the like, after the manner of 
the act of fettlement. Thefe things being 
found impracticable, none daring to ven- 
ture to be named in fuch a commiffion, 
this fcheme was rejected, and another eve- 
ty jot as chimerical was propofed, wz. 

That 
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That a motion fhould be made to per- 
fuade the Queen to refign the crown to 
him during her life. 

Or this propofal monfieur Me/nager 
fays, it was io ridiculous, that he refufed 
to charge himfelf with the negotiation of 
it. It was faid, that the duke of Shrew/- 
bury was moved by the abbot Gualtier to 
mention fuch a thing to her Majefty ; but 
the duke was too penetrating, and cautious 
to be drawn into fuch a fnare. The ac- 
count Monfieur Me/nager himfelf gives of 
this part is very entertaining, He fays, < The 
abbot, as I was informed, had perfuaded 
* himfelf to believe, that if he could get 
admittance to a private conference with 
the Queen: I fay, he fancied, if he had 
but even liberty of {peaking his mind to 
her Majefty, tho’ there were others pre- 
fent, he fhould be able to give her fuch 
an account of the dying expreflions of 
her father, the late king of England, 
fuch teftimonies of the prefent King 
‘fames being really his fon, and of his 
protefting his fatisfaction of his being 
born of the Queen’s body, that he was 
fatisied would touch the Queen in fo 
fenfible a manner, as that her Majefty 
would be lefs able to refift the arguments 
he would bring afterwards to prove, that 
fhe could never enjoy the kingdom of 
heaven, without fhe delivered up the 
crown to him, whofe right itis. How- 
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ever, as the abbot Gualtier was charged 
with other negotiations than this, when 
he was in England, he had room, I fup- 
pofe, to fatisfy himfelf that the method 
propofed, if he did propofe it, was im- 
practicable enough. I have heard, in- 
deed, that he did make the attempt; 
but that there was not a man amongft 
the perfons of public bufinefs, who he 
had converfed with, that would bear fo 
much as to flay in the room with him, 
while he talked of it; much lefs under- 
take to give him an opportunity to move 
it to the Queen; nor indeed could he 
expect they fhould. But thus it often 
is, when our ecclefiafticks turn politi- 
cians,’ 
‘ BeroreE I went, adds he, the King 
fent for me, and receiving me with an 
uncommon chearfulnefs, Me/nager, fays 
his Majefty, I am putting the greateft 
piece of confidence in you, that is pof- 
fible for any man to be trufted with, and 
you carry the fortune of France in your 
hand. If you manage this point well, 
you ferve me, and fave your country. 
I need give you no other inftructions, 
than you have already, except in two 
things. Firft, as to the fecret demands 
of ailiftance, in cafe the Queen fhould 
be -infulted by her own fubjects, affure 
her Majefty, all the forces of France 
fhall be at her fervice in fuch a cafe. 
‘ And 
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And, if it may be to render her fervice, 
I'll come in perfon, as old as I am, 
with a hundred thoufand men to fupport 
* her. I charge you tell her thefe very 
words. ‘The other thing, continued his 
Majefty, relates to the young king here. 
It will be acceptable to me, if you can 
render him any fervice; and efpecially, 
if you can bring the new mini/try, and 
* the Queen, into his intereft, and make 
way for his being placed on the throne, 
* after the Queen; but remember, if the 
main affair of the treaty requires it; and 
the Queen infifts upon it, you mutt give 
him up ta his better fortunes, we muft 
* not be ruined on his account ; 7 enten- 
dex vous? faysthe king twice together ; 
© do you underftand me? I bowed, and 
* told his majefty, I perfectly underftood 
‘ his mind, and thought alfo, that I faw 
* his intereft in that particular, and would 
* make both the rule of my condutt.’ 
THE Queen appointed duke Hamilton 
to go her ambaflador extraordinary to the 
court of France, in return to the compli- 
ment of congratulation fent hither by the 
duke de Aumont. Thefe two ambafladors 
were equally reputed men of gallantry 
and magnificence, who did not much at- 
tach their heads to the fatigue of bufineds, 
and yet were capable enough to carry on 
any fecret commiffion they might be en- 
trufted with. It was well known, that 
duke 
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duke Hamilton was intirely in the zntereft 
of the pretender, and had been frequent in 
fome confultations, tho’ not at Somerfet- 
houfe, during the time the affairs of that 
party were in their beft profpects ; and the 
principal agents on that fide promifed 
themfelves great things from the duke’s 
negotiations when he fhould come to the 
court of France. It was faid he had in- 
ftructions, and a particular commiffion, 
for entring into a pr-vate treaty with the 
king of France, for carrying on the znte- 
reft of the pretender, and deftroying the 
whole fettlement of the /uccefion in Eng- 
fend. But the duke being killed in a duel 
with the lord Mobun, this embafly was 
never entred upon; and as there hath not 
been any footfteps of the fact yet proved, 
it muft remain only as a. meer report, 
grounded on the duke’s being known to be 
in that intereft. 

However, be that as it will, it is cer- 
tain, the court of France appeared to be 
very much difappointed by his death, as if 
jome meafures which they had a more than 


ordinary dependance upon were entirely 


broken. And the pretender’s party here 
appeared inconfolable upon the news, and 
atterwards perfectly difconcerted ;_ their 
meafures being all broken, when the 
Queen named the duke of Shrew/bury for 
the honour of that employment; who, 
when he was in France, would not enter 
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into any ferious difcourfe, much lefs into 
any confidence with the French court, up- 
on the heads abovementioned ; not that he 
had any particular averfion to the intereft, 
but his unfhaken refolution of entring into 
no dangers, and of running no hazards, for 
any party whatfoever. ‘This indifference 
made a certain minifter in France write to 
a friend in the Engh/h court, to know 
what amphibious creature, aS he called the 
duke, her Majefty had fent them, of 
whom, my lord, fays he, I have only this 
to fay, That he is, indeed, neither for us, 
or againft us; but, in fhort, is good for 
nothing. 

As this was an embafly rather of com- 
pliment than of bufinefs, this referve which 
the duke of Shrew/bury ufed, was no way 
prejudicial to the errand he went about ; it 
was only a difappoinment to the friends of 
the pretender, both in Britain and inFrance, 
who were in great expectations of fome- 
thing extraordinary at this time. 

Wuen the duke came home he found 
the ew miniftry all to pieces, breaking 
with one another for meer trifles, and car- 
rying on thofe breaches to fuch heighths, 
with fuch animofities, and fo irreconcile- 
able in their temper one to another, that it 
was eafy to fee, they would in the end be 
entirely fubdued ; having left the duke be- 
hind them, out of breath in his politicks, 
and not able to hold pace with them. 

Nay, 
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Nay, not Mr. Harley himfelf, then raifed 
to the dignity of a peer, having the ftar 
and garter, and other accumulated favours 
heaped upon him; yet he could neither 
check their career, or keep pace with 
them, in their wild excurfions from their 
own {chemes; but was at length oblig’d to 
leave them alfo. 

DurinG the negotiations of the peace, 
the managers began to feparate in their 
views, and to counteract one another, re- 
proaching one another with ill conduct, 
almoft indeed as warmly as their enemies ; 
which at length grew 2p to an entire want 
of confidence in one another, and from 
thence in fecret fteps, for the fupplanting 
one another in the Queen’s favour, a 
thing, which as it was fatal to themfelves, 
fo it was diftracting to the Queen, and as 
far as fuch things can be initrumental to 
fate, they had their fhare in the fudden 
fickneis and death of the Queen, and from 
hence they may be juftly ftiled Queen kill- 
ers, tho’ the event was as unexpected by 
any of them, as fatal to all of them. For 
the animofitics between thefe new mana- 
gers foon grew up to fuch a height, as to 
exceed thoie formerly between them and 
the o/d ones; and the lord ‘Treafurer was as 
incompatible in all his meafures, with the 
lord Chancellor, and the vitcount Boling- 
broke, as ever they were with the. lord 
Treafurer Godolphin and the duke of Marl- 

borough, 
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borough. And fome of them, who had a 
more open hand in ‘the particular negoti- 
ations than the other, appeared in the end 
lefs able to ftand the eff of Parliament, 
and therefore fought their fafety in a vo- 
luntary flight to the court pf S¢. Germains, 
where I fhall leave them. The moft re- 
markable tranfactions of this new miniftry 


and parliament, were the Treaty of peace 


concluded at Utrecht; the Bill to prevent 
occafional conformity; and that, to prevent 
the growth of fchifin. 

Many addrefies waited on her Majefty, 
with congratulations on the peace conclud- 
ed with France; and great endeavours 
were ufed to engage the Dz/fenters to com- 
pliment the Queen, and her minifters, up- 
on this occafion. But when they could 
not in their united circumftances be pre- 
vailed on, it was thought proper to try, if 
any of the denominations fingly could be 
brought info thofe meafures. Two noble 
lords were employed to try what could be 
done with the Baptifis; and accordingly 
Mr. “fofeph Stennet * was fent for, on a 
prefumption, that if they gained him, a 
confiderable ftep would be made towards 
effecting the defign. Some things were 
infinuated to him, to create a diifidence 
between the Bapti/is, and the other bodies 
of Diffenters; and he was affured at the 


* Stennet’s Life, p. 31, 
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fame time, that fuch an acceptable com- 
pliance as this, with the expectations of 
the court from him and his brethren, 
would bring them /zgbly inro the royal e- 
fteem, and fecure them any favour they 
could reafonably expect. But he aflured 
their lordfhips, that neither himfelf, nor 
his brethren, would ever be brought to 
juftify with their hands, what their hearts 
difapproved ; and that no particular advan- 
tages to themfelves, could ever counter- 
ballance their regards to their country. 

Now the enemies of Itherty began to ex- 
ert themfelves, and had fo far engaged 
the Queen in their meafures, and brought 
us into fo bad a condition, that a great 
prelate compared it with the miferable cir- 
cumftances we were in before that happy 
Revolution in 1688. 

‘ Ir may not be an improper attempt, 
* fays he *, to try once more to awaken 
* a nation, that has perhaps forgot paft dan- 
‘ gers,and yet may be nearer them thanever, 
‘ If there is any difference, between the 
* prefent {tate of things, and that we were 
in about thirty years ago ; it is, that we 
*‘ are now more naked, and defenceleis, 
more infenfible and ftupid, and much 
more depraved, in all refpects than we 
were then, Many are barefacedly go- 


P : “ 
ing back to that mifery, from which 


* Burnet's Introd. Vol. IIT. p. 8, 
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* God with fuch a mighty hand refcued 

‘us, and has hitherto: preferved us, with 

“ an.amazing chain of happy providences.’ 
Many, who refufed to take the oaths 

of Allegiance to the late King William, 

and were therefore fufpected of favouring 

the intereft of the pretender, were advan- 

ced to places of great honour and truft. 

The dottrine of an indefeafible and heredi- 

tary right was publicly vindicated, both in 

addreffes to her Majefty, and books difper- 

fed among the people. And the alliance 

made to fecure the Profeflant fucceffion, 

was in the greateft danger of being bro- 

ken. For in the conference at the Hague, 

which the earl of Strafford had the 16th 

of May, with the deputies of the States, 

concerning their negotiation with the Em- 

peror about the Spanifh Netherlands, his 

excellency intimated *, That the Queen 

judged, that the States ought not to treat Tbe Qucen 

of that affair without her concurrence, inate: 

confidering the engagements, into which of Hol. 

their High Mightineffes entred with her by land, 

the treaty of Barrier, by which the States 

are made Guarantees of the Prot:flant fuc- 

ceffion, and that her Majefty would look 

upon herfelf to be free from thofe en- 

gagements, if the commonwealth fhould 

proceed in that negotiation feparately. 


* Daily Courant, Fun. 14. 1714. 
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Some of the worft parts of popery were 


gins tobe now revived, For, fays bifhop Burnet *, 


revived. : 
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But what can be faid of thofe, who are 
already going into fome of the worft parts 
of popery? It is well known, that in 
practice, the neceflity of auricular con- 
feffion, and the prieftly abfolution, with 
the conceit of the facrifice of the mafs, 
are the moft gainful parts of popery, and 
are, indeed, thofe that do moft effectu- 
ally fubdue the world to it. The inde- 
pendence of the church on the {ftate, 
is alfo fo contended for, as if it were on 
defign to difgrace our reformation. The 
indifpenfable neceflity of the priefthood 
to all facred fundtions, is carried in the 
point of Jdaptifm further than popery; 
their devotions are openly recommended, 
and a union with the Gallican church has 
been impudently propofed.’ 

Tue better to carry on thefe defigns, 


the fpirit of envy and per/ecution was re- 
vived amongit the people, and thofe en- 
croachments that were made on the aé& of 
Toleration, caufed fome to fear, and others 
to hope, that in a little time it would be 
wholly taken away. 
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‘Tis true, fays bifhop Burnet --, ma- 
ny of us oppofed the occafonal bill, from 
which fuch great things were expected. 
We thought there were ill defigns under 
* Introduct. Yo/. IIT. p. 22, 
t Paftoral Care, Preface. “ 
* it 


Encuisu BapristTs. 67 


© it; we thought it ill, timed; we looked 
* on it as tending to a breach of the Jole- 
© ration.’ 

Sir Richard Steele, in his letter, p. 10. 
fays, ‘ This act (to prevent the growth of 
‘ felifm) therefore, in-a ftealing and too 
* artful manner, takes away the oleration 
© of diffenters; for the force of it is direct- 

* ed to take place in confirmation of a law, 
* which they are exprefly defended againft, 
« by the faid act of Toleration,’ 

THE more Zealous againft the Diffenters The Dif 
were hereby encouraged to threaten them, J“ a 
with the demolithing of their places of 
worfhip, driving their teachers into corners, 
and banifhing out of the land, all that da- 
red to diffent from their church. So faft The Lords 
did the éntere/? of popery and the pretender pe ees 
grow in England; and fuch reafon was ggaing the 
there to fear their attempts upon us ; that pretender. 
the houfe of Lords thought it neceflary to 
addrefs her Majefty to iffue out a procla- 
mation, promifing a reward to any, that 
fhould bring the. pretender to juftice, in 
café he either landed, or attempted to land 
in any of her Majefty’s dominions. And 
in an Addrefs from the fame hou/e after, 
the dangerous condition we were then in 
was reprefented to her Majefty in thefe 
words*, <‘ And fince the papz/ts and non- 

‘ jurors are fo infolent, as not only to 


* Lord’s Addrefs, Fune 24, 1714: 
F 2 ‘ fup- 


68 


The History of the 

‘ fupport the pretender’s claim to your 
* royal crown, by their writings and dif- 
‘ courfes; but alfo traiteroufly to inlift 
‘ men into his fervice, and fend them to 
© France, we moft humbly befeech your 
- Majefty to iffue out your royal procla- 
© mation, ec.’ 

Many @rue patriots of our country, as 
well in church as ftate, had the courage to 
give us warning, and reprefent our great 
danger to us, affuring us, that our c7vil 
and religious liberties were juft expiring, 
if God, by fome fpecial providence, did 
not fave us; tho’ all that did thus, were 
fure of being publicly difcountenanced. 
©“ God be thanked, faid bifhop Burnet, 
‘ there are many among us, that ftand up- 
‘ on the watch tower, and that give faith- 
© ful warning.’ 

Tue great zeal which the duke of 
Marlborough, wpon all occafions, fhewed 
for the welfare of his country, puts it be- 
yond all doubt, that during his voluntary 
exile, he was attentive to what paffed in 
England, And it-is as certain, that his 
thoughts were conftantly bent upon the 
means how he might again have a fhare in 
promoting the public good, ‘ It has been 
‘ faid, fays Mr. Lediard*, and I make no 
‘ doubt of the truth of it, that the Duke 
‘had a ftrid and regular correfpondence 


* Vol. Ill, p. 365, 
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* by proper agents, with the court of Ha- 
* mover, If the enemies to the Prote/tant 
‘ fuccefion in that illuftrious houfe, had 
‘ formed any traiterous {chemes to prevent 
* its taking place, after the Queen’s death, 
* as it was very ftrongly believed they had, 
* no doubt but the friends and well-wifh- 
* ers to it, had a watchful eye upon all 
* their motions, and had, on their fide, 
‘ formed counter-fchemes to aflert and 
* maintain the right of the Electoral houfé, 
‘when the Queen’s demife fhould call 
‘ upon them to enter upon the poffeffion 
‘ of it, If fo, there is no queftion but 
©‘ the Duke was let into the fecret ; and 
‘ then it will be eafy to account for his 
Grace’s being always in a readinefs to 
* embark for England, during the laft 
‘ three months of her Majefty’s life ; 
which her ill ftate of health, made it 
believed, would not be of long continu- 
* ance. 

‘ WHATEVER may have been the 
© thoughts and wifhes of a few inconfide- 
‘ rate perfons, it is certain, the main body 
‘ of the nation was well affected to the 
© Hanover fuccefion, and looked for their 
* fecurity and happineis in that alone. It 
‘ was believed, that the two principal 
perfons at the helm, were themfelves 
“convinced of this truth; and as they 
look’d upon the Queen’s life as very pre- 
carious, tho’ they were at variance with 
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one another, were both, for their own 
prefervation, thoughtful, how they 
might be feconciled to the party they 
had till then oppofed. With this view, 
tho’ they did not «ct in concert, It 1s 
faid, they feparately made their applica- 
tion to the Duke, and by turns invited 
him over. But it will be neceflary to 
defcend to fome particulars. 

‘ Soon after the rifing of the Parla- 
ment, the jars which had for fome time 
been daily encreafing among the new 
minifters, broke out into an open rup- 
ture. The treafurer had ever kept to 
himfelf the main fecret, and principal - 
direction of domeftic aftairs, and the dif- 
pofal of moft places of profit, and by 
the credit and intereft of his high poft, 
and by favour of the Queen, had procu- 
red illuftrious alliances for his children, 
and advanced all his relations, The 
weight and fatigue of the forcign affairs, 
lay, in the mean time, on the fecretary, 
who, as he was lefs circum{pect in the 


-profecution of bold meafures than the 


Treafurer, had therefore the largeft hare 
of the public odium, without any advan- 
tage, but the profits of his office, moft 
of which he lavifhed away in riotous 
pleafures, In the mean time, as he was 
aman of excellent-paris, and great pene- 
tration, he could not but be feniible of 
his own merit, and impatient of depen- 
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fion’d frequent warm expoftulations with 
the prime minifter, who, believing him- 
felf fecure in the Queen’s favour, and 
depending upon his great intereft in Par- 
Lament, had no great regard to his com- 
plaints, which encreafed the rage of the 
Jiery fecretary. 
‘ THEIR private difputes would have 
often broken out into open quarrels, had 
not the commands of the indulgent 
Queen, affifted by the lord Chancellor 
and the lady Ma/bam, kept them within 
bounds, to which, doubtlefs, the necef- 
fity they found themfelves under, of 
providing for their common fafety, and 
quieting the clamours of the nation, 
gave an additional weight. But no foon- 
er had the Parliament given a fanction 
to the peace, by their folemn approba- 
tion, and all danger was removed on that 
fide, then their irreconci‘eable rzval/hip, 
and enmity appeared barefaced to the 
whole world; and it was vifible, that 
the one, could brook no egua/, nor the 
other, bear to be any longer /econd. 
‘ BEFORE matters came to this length, 
the Treafurer, whether finding his in- 
tereft decline at court, or defpairing of 
the Queen’s life, and apprehending the 
confequences of fome late fteps, began 
to think of a timely retreat, and in order 
thereunto endeavoured a reconciliation 
F 4 « with 
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with the contrary party, and particularly 
to gain the friendfhip of the lord Cowper, 
who had a great influence over them. 
He likewife hoped:to be ftrongly fupport- 
ed by the duke of Shrew/bury, who, by 
his candor, virtue, and great prudence, 
had maintained himfelf in the efteem, 
both of the Queen, and of the public; 
and whofe late behaviour in Ireland, had 
very much endeared him to the well af- 
fected to the Hanover fieceffion. But his 
Grace juftly refenting the neglect of the 
minifiry while he was at Dublin, gave 
himfelf little concern about them when 
he came to London, and rather enflamed, 
than moderated their differences, by 
complaining to the Queen, of fome or- 
ders that had been fent him, which he 
thought inconfiftent with the fervice of 
her Majefty and the nation. 

‘ NoTwiTHsTANDING thefe difap- 
pointments, the fanguine Trea/urer form- 
ed the defign of diiplacing his competitor, 
as the fureft means to approve his affe- 


' Gon to the Proteffant fucceffor ; but while 


he was fetting feveral engines to work, 
to obtain this end, he found that he be- 
gan to lofe ground at cewrt confiderably ; 
and it was foon aiter vifible, that the 
Secretary, what by his fuperior intereft 
with the lady Ma/ham, what by the affi- 
ftance. of the lotd Chancellor, and what 
by his humouring the Queen in every 

‘ thing, 


ENnGLtisu BaprisrTs. 


* thing, and boldly purfuing all meafures, 


n~ 


“a 


n cal n a n n Cay A tal Lal n n fal a A n tal n nN Cal 


n “a nan ON n 


we en 


nr 


got entirely the better of his r7va/ in her 
Majefty’s favour and confidence. 

© WHILE the court was in this ferment, 
and an approaching change in the xew 
minfiry {eemed beyond all doubt; on 
the 17th of Yuly, the lord Chancellor 
took leave of the court, to go down to 
his country feat for fome refrefhment, 
defigning from thence to have attend- 
ed the Queen at Windjor, where the 
propofed to be the 27th. But in the 
mean time fome incident, not yet cer- 
tainly known, happened, which retarded 
her Majefty’s departure from Ken/ing- 
ton, and haftened the Trea/urer’s difgrace, 
Conjectures what this incident may have 
been were. various. Some _ pretended, 
that the lord Bolingbroke had got in- 
telligence, and inforincd the Queen, of 
the earl of Oxford’s inviting the duke of 
Marlborough to come over; and it was 
probably with this intent that his Grace 
came to Offend the 18th of Fuly, and of 
his holding private conferences with fe- 
veral lords of the oppofite party. Others 
would have it ; that he was fufpected of 
difcovering the Queen’s counfels to the 
court of Hanover, and even, of putting 
them upon demanding a writ for the 
duke of Cambridge. Others again faid, 
that he was both againft the /cheme ot 


new modelling the army, and the pro- 
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« ject of a new offenfive league, between 
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the crowns of Great Britain, France, 
Spain, Sweden, and Sicily. And yet 
others, that the Queen was greatly of- 
fended at his prefuming to fend orders to 
Ireland, without confulting either her, 
or her council. 

‘ WHETHER any, or all thefe, were 
concurrent caufes of the Earl's difgrace, 
adds Mr. Ledzard, I leave undetermined, 
But this is certain, that the duke of 
Shrewfbury infifted on his removal, 
which, it was likewife faid, the Duke of 
Marlborough had made a previous con- 
dition of his return to England, as having 
been the prime caufe of his, and his fa- 
mily’s difgrace ; tho’ otherwife, he hada 
better pretence to a reconciliation than 
Bolingbroke, as having obtained the per- 
miflion the Duke had to go abroad, 

‘ Be this as it will, the 2oth of Fuly 
the lord Chancellor was fent for to courf 
in ali hafte, and the next day was in clofe 
conference with the Queen, and the lord 
Bolingbroke ; after which it ‘was every 
where reported, that the Trea/urer would 
{peedily be removed. And, contrary to his 
own expeCaiion, as well as that of eve- 
ry body elfe, when he came to court the 
27 of “fuly, the ftaff was taken froia 
him, rather with mortifying than agree- 
able circumftances; «vhen a confiderable 
penfion, or at leaft a feather in his cap, 
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€ was the leaft that was expected for him: 
‘ It has been reported, that very bitter re- 
« proaches paffed between the falling mi- 
* nifter on one fide, and the lord Chancellor 
* with the lady Ma/ham on the other, even 
in the Queen’s hearing, ‘The lord Trea- 
Jurer \ooking upon thefe two as acceflary 
to his difgrace, told them, that he had 
been wronged and abufed, by lies and 
mifreprefentations ; but that he fhould 
be revenged, and leave fome people as 
low as he found them.’ He failed not 
to let her Majefty know, that by the 
meafures that would now be laid before 
her, thofe men would embarrafs all her 
affairs in a very little while, and bring 
themfelves into fuch infuperable difficulties, 
as would expofe their weaknefs, and bring 
her Majefty to the neceffity of taking other 
meatures *, 

‘ TuEseE - difagreeable expoftulations 
could not but fhock and perplex the fick- 
ly Queen, and give her uneafy {ufpi- 
cions, of her having been abufed, and 
deluded by thofe {he moft confided in, 
Some pretend that in this perplexity, 
and hurry of thought, which opened 
her Majefty’s eyes, fhe was difpofed to 
refign herfelf wholly to the duke of 
Shrewfbury. But it is more than pro- 
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* Memoirs of the life of the duke of Shrewfbury; 
+ Lediard, Vof. II. p. 379. 
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bable, the lord Bolingbroke had got fuclr 


an zfcendant over her, that he was moft 
like to iucceed the earl of Oxford in the 
principal management of affairs. 
‘ iHE very day the Trea/urer was re- 
moved, it was obferved, as fomething 
remarkable, that the lord Bolmgbroke 
entertained at dinner, the generals Stan- 
hope, Cadogan, and Palmer, Sir William 
Wyndbam, Mr. Craggs, and fome other 
gentlemen. Which meeting of perfons, 
of fo different principles, as it could not 
be the effect of chance, occafioned vari- 
ous reafonings. ‘The moft probable con- 
jecture was, that the lord Bolingbroke 
confidering the Queen’s life was fo pre- 
carious, and forefeeing a {torm he could 
not be able to weather, refolved to ftrike 
in with the contrary party, and to invite 
over the duke of Marlborough, in which 
ke had reafon to expect better fuccefs, 
than his late rzval; with whom it was 
faid, the duke had vowed, not to be re- 
concied. Some other circumftances 
were at that time mentioned to corro- 
borate thefe fuggeftions, But tho’ it is 
certain, that the duke of Marlborough, 
after having been detained about a /ort- 
night, by contrary winds at Offend, with- 
ozt which he might have been in Eng- 
lanc, before the Treafirer lott his ftaff, 
cid at this juncture embark at Offend for 
England; yet the true motive, and 
‘ grounds 
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grounds of. his coming over, at this cri« 
tical moment, was never pofitively known3 
tho’ it? was affured; that he was invited 
by doth thefe r7vals in power, and that 
both promifed him great deference would 


be had to his counfels, they having doth 


an‘ardent zeal for his intereft. Nav, it 
Was. reported, the compliment went fo 
far, that orders were fent to the com 


' thanders of the caffles and forts on the 


coafts of Ejfex, Kent, and Suffolk, ‘to 
pay the fame honour, by firing of guns, 
where-ever his Grace landed, as was 
done, when he returned triumphant 
from his gloriouNcampaigns in the latt war 
with France. But on fome account or 
other, this ceremony was foon after 
countermanded by an exprefs. Some 
imagined, it was by procurement of Bo- 
lingbroke, upon intelligence, that his 
rival was beforehand with him, and had 
{ucceeded better in the application to his 
Grace. Others thought, they had. both 
apprehenfions, that he came not to ferve 
either of their turns, but with a juft re- 
fentment of the indignities that had been 
offered him; and that fuch a parade of 
fiattery would rather have expofed them 
to the contempt of the people; than be 
acceptable to his Grace, who wanted 
not the roar of their cannon to add to his 
glory, or proclaim his welcome to his 
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native country, which had been fo long 
unjuftly deprived of him. 
« Tue removal of the Irea/urer was fo 
fudden, and occafioned fo much confu- 
fion, that there was great difficulty to 
determine how to fupply his place, or 
to fill up fuch other vacancies as natu- 
rally attended his di/grace. The 29th 
of ‘fuly the cabinet council was to have 
fet on this affair; but their meeting was 
put off to the next day on account of 
the Queen’s illnefs, which, probably, if 
not occafioned, was at leaft encreafed, 
by thefe uneafinefles. And fhe is faid 
to have intimated to one of her phyfi- 
cians, that fhe fhould not outlive it. 
© Tue difpute to which her Majefty 
was an ear witnefs, and the confultation 
that was held thereupon, and lafted till 
near fwo in the morning, certainly oc- 
cafioned fo violent an agitation in the 
Queen’s fpirits, as could not but add to 
her indifpofition, which encreafed fo 
much apon her, that the next morning 
fhe was believed to be in great danger. 
‘Tue dukes of Somerfet and Argyle 
having advice of the defperate condition 
of the Queen’s life, their Graces repaired 
with fpeed to Kenfington, and without 
being fummoned, went into the council 
chamber, where the lord Chanceljor, the 
dukes of Shrewfbury and Ovimond, the 
‘ three 
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three Secretaries of ftate, the bifhop of 
London, and fome others, were aflem- 
bled in a committee. The duke of 
Shrewfbury returned their Graces thanks, 
for their readinefs to give the council 
their affiftance on fo critical an occafion. 
One of the council then reprefented, 
how neceflary it was, in cafe of the 
Queen’s demife, that the place of lord 
Treafurer fhould be filled. ‘The whole 
board affenting to this, the duke of 
Shrewfbury was propofed, and unani- 
moufly approved of, as the moft proper 
perfon for fo high a truft. And the 
phyficians having affured the council, 
that the Queen was then fenfible, and 
might be fpaken to; the lord Chancellor, 
the duke of Shrew/bury, and fome others, 
were appointed to attend her Majefty, 
and acquaint her with the unanimous 
opinion of the council. Upon which her 
Majefty faid, they could not recom- 
mend a perfon fhe liked better than the 
duke of Shrewfbury, and giving him 
the Trea/furer’s ftaff, bid him ufe it for 
the good of the people. The duke 
would thereupon have returned her Ma- 
jefty the lord Chamberlain’s ftafk; but it 
was her defire he fhould keep both; fo 
that his Grace was at the fame time pof- 
feffed of three of the higheft places of 
truft, honour, and profit, in the whole 
kingdom, being lord Treafurer, lord 

‘ Cham- 
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© Chamberlain, and lord Lieutenant of 
© Treland, 

NotwiTustanpine * the fatisfaction 
that all fides pretended in this ftep the 
Queen had taken, it was apparent, fome 
were very much difappointed ; whether it 
was, that every one expected it for himfelf, 
or not, Ido not fay ; but as they knew he 
was no man of fire, and would not enter 
into any of the bold ftrokes they were to 
take, would not be a match to encounter 
with the attempts which they expected 
would be made by the earl of Oxford, for 
the overthrowing their /chemes, and enfna- 
ring them in their meafures; and at beft, 
would be a pull-back to them.ori all occa- 
lions, in pufhing the defigns they had in 
their view. This perplex’d them in the 
very firft fteps they had to take, and the 
late difmifled Yreafurer began to treat 
them in the manner they had deferved 
from him, vz. as men not equal to the 
work they had undertaken, and who would, 
of courfe, in a few days fink under the 
weight of the government which they had 
fo long coveted to have within their own 
management. 

Tue duke of Shrew/bury’s +» advance- 
ment, made an immediate and great change 
in the face of affairs, dafhed the tower- 


* Memoirs of the life of the duke of Shrewbury, p. 114; 
t Lediard, Vol, III. p. 373. of Y> p.¥14 
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ing ambition of the lord Bolingbroke, and 
at the fame time it baffled whatever un- 
digefted /chemes he may have had to 
the prejudice of the Proteftant fuccefion, 
gave a new life and vigor to all who 
were well affected to the z//u/trious houfé 
of Hanover. ‘The coming of the dukes of 
Somerfet and Argyle {o opportunely -into 
the council, had a farther good effect; for 
upon their motion it was refolved, that all 
privy counfellors, who were then in and 
about London, without diftin@ion, fhould 
attend ; which the lord Somers, and fome 
other ftaunch friends of the houfe of Hano- 
ver did the fame day. 

Burt providence, and its inevitable de- 
crees, took the whole work out of their 
hands, furprizing to all, but terrible, as a 
clap of thunder, to the exemies of the Pro- 
teftant fucceffion; for about three in the 
afternoon, the Queen relapfed into a kind 
of lethargic, or apopleétic fit, and foon 
after the phyficians acquainted the council, 
that her Majefty’s life was in extreme dan- 
ger. The council hereupon, provided 
with wonderful prudence and difpatch, 
for the fecurity of the cities of London and 
Weftminfter, of the maritime towns, and of 
‘Scotland and Ireland. Orders were imme- 
diately difpatched to four regiments of horfe 
aad dragoons, which were quartered in re- 
mote counties, to march up to the villages 


near London, to keep the acobrtes and 
G dif- 
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difaffected in awe; and to /éeven of the ten 
battalions of Briti/b forces, that were then 
in Flanders, to embark at Offend, and fail 
for England with all imaginable expedi- 
tion. The lords of the Admiralty, in the 
mean time, laid an embargo on all fhip- 
ing, and gave orders for the fitting out 
fuch men of war as could be fooneft got 
ready. So that by thefe excellent orders 
the public tranquility remained undifturb- 
ed, and no fign of confternation appeared, 
unlefs in the faces of thofe who were 
avowed friends of the pretender ; and who, 
by the prudence and forefight of thefe 
truly noble patriots, found themfelves en- 
tirely difappointed in the hopes, the great 
approaching change might otherwife have 
buoyed them up with. 

THE Queen continued all night in a 
kind of lethargic dozing, which encreafed 
to fuch a degree, about ¢ez the next morn- 
ing, that all her phyficians defpaired of her 
life. The privy council fent hereupon or- 
ders to the heralds at arms, and a troop 
of the life guards to be ready to mount, in 


_ order to proclaim the elector of Brunfwick 


immediately upon the Queen’s demife. 
Their lordfhips, at the fame time, caufed a 
letter to be written to his electoral Highne/;, 
to acquaint him, with the extreme danger 
the Queen’s life was in, with the meafures 
they had taken to fecure the crown to 
him, and to defire his e/ecforal Highne/s to 
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aepair with all convenient fpeed to Hol- 
land, where a Briti/h {quadron, which 
was fitting out with all expedition, would 
attend him, and bring him over, in cafe 
it pleafed God to take the Queen to his 
mercy, This letter was fent exprefs by 
Fames Craigs, efq; jun. And by him or- 
ders were difpatched to the earl of Straf~ 
Jord, to urge the States General to be in a 
readinefs to perform the Guaranty of the 
Proteftant fucceffion if need fhould re- 
quire. 

Att this being done, the. indefatigable 
lords of the privy council refumed the 
confideration of the ftate of the fea-ports, 
and ordered a {trong reinforcement to be 
forthwith fent down to Port/mouth. At 
the fame time rightly judging, that if the 
partifans of the pretender made any diftur- 
bance in Great Britain, it would be in 
Scotland, thew lordfhips ordered major 
general Whetham thither, to affift major 
general Wightman, and appointed the brave 
earl of Berkeley to command the fleet. 

BETWEEN (fwelve and one the Queen 
gave fome figns of life, and took fome 
fpoonfuls of broth, and then continued in 
a dozing heavy condition till about fx in 
the evening. Her pulfe then beat fome~ 
what higher, which gave fome hopes; but 
it proved but a lightning before death : For 
the remedies the phyficians applied, and 
particularly the blifters, not having the 
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wifhed for effect, her Majefty expired the 
next morning, being the jir/t of Auguft, 
a little after feven of the clock, in the soth 
year of her age, and 13th of her reign. 
Tuus died this great and excellent prin- 
cefs, who, tho’ {he may have been mifled 
into fome prejudices and miftakes, in the 
latter part of her reign, yet, I think, 
could not herfelf have any fhare in the 
councils which were then on foot againft 
the fucceffion, at leaft, had no view to- 
wards the pretender, in her fingling out 
duke Hamilton for her ambaflador to 
France; for if fhe had, fhe would never 
have put fo effectual a ftop to it, as was 
done, by appointing the duke of Shrew/- 
bury to be his fucceffor; who, as he was a 
perfon no way agreeable to the French 
court, fo he was alfo a declared oppofer of 
the pretender’s intereft on many accounts. 


Tue duke of Marlborough, with the 
dutchefs, after a ftormy pafiage, landed at 
Dover Aug.1. 1714, a day which will be 
memorable to all future ages, both for 
King George’s aufpicious acceffion to the 
Britife throne, and his Grace’s return to 
his native country. As his Grace could 
know nothing of the Queen’s death, fo the 
invidious cenfures which were pafled upon 
his conduct, by the enemies to him and 
the nation, were equally falfe and abfurd, 
He was received by the Mayor and Furats 
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of the town, who then likewife knew no- 
thing of the Queen’s death, in their forma- 
lities, with the univerfal acclamation of 
all people, and with a difcharge of a great 
number of guns from the platform, but 
none from the ca/tle, which never falutes 
any but the fovereign. His Grace lay that 
night at Sir Robert Furne/é’s houfe. -Au- 
guft 3. he proceeded to Sittingbourn, ac- 
companied by a great many gentlemen. 
And on Wedne/day the 4th. at the defire of 
feveral noblemen, and eminent citizens, 
his Grace confented to make a kind of 
public entry; tho’, in reality, it was in a 
manner forced upon him ; for Sir Charles 
Cox, member of Parliament for the bo- 
rough of Southwerk, a worthy noted gen- 
tleman for his zeal to the Proteffant caufe, 
and Liberty and Property, with about two 
hundred {fubftantial inhabitants, many’ of 
whom were Baptiffs, were prepared to 
meet his Grace on horfeback, and refolv- 
ed to attend him through their Borough. 
He was likewife attended as he pafied 
thro’ the city, to his houfe at St. Fames’s, 
by above wo hundred gentlemen, and 
others, on horfeback ; and by his noble 
relations, and others of the nobility and 
eentry in their coaches, many of them 
with fix horfes ; the whole making a gal- 
lant appearance, tho’ without any great 
formality, A company of vo/untier city 
erenadiers marched before his Grace’s 


G 3 coach, 


85 


86 


The History of the 


coach, and having brought him to his 
houfe, faluted him with a volley, The 
people every where crouded to fee his 
Grace, and made loud and joyful acclama~ 
tions of, Long live King George, Long 
live the duke of Marlborough, &c. 

His Grace’s enemies and enviers, not- 
withftanding the: confufion they were in, 
had yet the confidence co ceniure his making 
fuch a magnificent entry while his royal 
miftrefs was hardly cold, ‘ But without 
reflecting on the memory of that prin- 
cefs, fays Mr. Lediard *, for fuftering 
herfelf to be fo far deluded, as to give 
up the def? of her /ubjeéts, whu had ga- 
thered all the Laurels that adorned her 
diadem, to the malice of his ungenerous 
enemies; fure, fuch a. diminutive tri- 
“‘umph was but a {mall recompence for 
‘ the great trophies he had formerly 
* brought home; and the leaft atonement 
‘ England could make for her former in- 
‘ gratitude to the greatcf? of heroes fhe 
‘ ever bore. Befides, it was neceflary to 
* lay hold on the duke of Marlhorough’s 

arrival as a proper occafion, for the people 
to fhew their zeal and affection for King 
George, which ftill redoubled the fears 
and alarms of the pretender’s friends, to 
fuch a-degree, that vaft numbers of them, 
who had lately come over from France, 
returned daily thither, 
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© His Grace was complimented, the 
* morning after his arrival, by moft of the 
* foreign minifters, and by great numbers 
* of the nobility, gentry, and officers of 
* the army; and: having been that day at 
* St. “fames’s, where he was {worn of the 
* privy council, by the Lora’s Fujtices; as 
* he went through the Park to the houfe 
© of Peers, his fedan was followed by 
* crouds of foldiers, and other people, with 
£ loud Juzza’s; after which his Grace re- 
‘ tired for fome time to the Bath.’ 

On the 18th of Seff, his Majefty King 
George, to the inexpreffible joy of every 
well wifher to the happinefs of his country, 
landed at Greenwich, about fix of the clock 
in the evening, ‘The duke of Northum- 
berland, captain of the “fe guards, and 
the lord Chancelfor, at the head of the 
Lords Fuftices, received his Majefty at his 
landing, and complimented him on his 
fafe arrival. There was a vaft and {plen- 
did appearance the fame evening, of nobi- 
lity and gentry, at the veya/ houfe in the 
Park. ‘ But among this throng of bright 
© conttellations, fays Mr, Lediard *, none 
£ fhone forth with greater fplendor, upon 
‘ this happy occafion, than his Grace the 
© duke of Marlborough ; his late fufterings 
* having added a new luftre to that he was 
* always wont to appear in, when he re- 


* Vol, Til. p. 384. 
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turned triumphant from his wv¢éforious 
campaigns. Nor was there any to whom 
the King fhewed more diftinguifhing 
marks of the royal favour and efteem. 

‘ His Majefty, who was an incompa- 
rable judge of true merit ; and who, on 
his firft appearance in his new dominions, 
fhewed, that he knew how to diftin- 
guith thofe, that in the moft critical of 
junatures, had boldly afferted the rights 
of his illuftrious houfe, and thofe who 
had oppofed, or acted contrary to his 
true interefts, gave the duke of Marl- 
borough an opportunity, as it were, of 
triumphing over his enemies, in the eye 
of the whole court, ty his gracious and 
favourable deportment to him; while 
his per/ecutors were hardly looked on, or 
at beft met with a cold ieturn, to their, 
perhaps, as faint offers of their duty and 
loyalty. 

‘ Tue Prince [now our moft gracious 
fovereign] who had been an eye-witnefs 
of fome of the duke of Marlborough’s me- 
morable and glorious exploits, and was 
truly fenfible, with how fteady an affe- 
ction, and refolution, he had ever 
ef{poufed the real good of the nation, and 
in particular, that'of the Proteffant fuc- 
ceffion, in the aufpicious houfe of Hano- 
ver, Was not wanting on his fide, to add 
to his Grace’s triumph. In fhort, tho’ 
he was not yet declared, every one look- 
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* ed upon him as reinftated in his poft of 
‘ Captain-general, and a rifing favourite.’ 

I must not pafs the honour done to his 
Grace from the pulpit, in a paflage of the 
coronation fermon, preached by the lord 
bifhop of Oxford. His lordfhip having 
{poken of the eight glorious campaigns un- 
der the wife conduct of the duke, goes on, 
* But whether, fays he, it was to correct 
us for fome fins, whereby we had pro- 
voked God to anger, or to chaftife our 
confidence, which, it may be, we placed 
too much in the arm of flefh, or to con- 
vince us that his providence, which alone 
began, fhould alone have the glory of 
finifhing this great work, he was pleafed 
to fuffer us to fall into a condition, from 
which nothing elfe could have relieved 
us. Our enemy, who had fet up a pre- 
tender to this throne, raifed from a con- 
dition of afking peace, to a condition of 
giving peace, and princes too, to Europe. 
Our allies, fome divided from us, others 
miferably disjointed, and we ourfelves 
not only unregarded, but wretchedly 
broken into parties and factions at home. 
The friends of the pretender thought 
thefe circumftances fo encouraging, that 
they openly avowed his ¢7¢/e, in writing 
and difcourfe, and his agents as boldly 
lifted foldiers to aflert it with the fword. 
And he muft have been very fanguine, 
who in this view of things could have 
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thought that the pretender, whom our 
Queen’s repeated inftances could not re- 
move from a fituation, which the Par- 
Lament thought too near us, would not, 
upon her Majefty’s demife, have brought 
a foreign army to join his friends here, 
before the Prote/tant heir, who was at a 
much greater diftance, could have arri- 
ved to have maintained his own juft 
right, or defended his faithful fubjects. 
But when that day was come, that was 
to put a period to that royal life, on the 
continuance of which alone this threat- 
ning danger feemed fufpended ; then was 
God pleated to mix fo much’ mercy with 
the ftroke, as by his providence to order 
it, that the unfettled pofture of affairs 
abroad, would not permit the pretender’s 
foreign friends to fend any forces to en- 
courage an infurrection, and the unrea- 
dinefs of his furprized abettors here, 
would not permit them te appear in fuch 
a manner as to Invite an invafion,’ 

His Majefiy, the next morning after 


his landing, fent a meflage to the duke of 
Ormond, to fignity his difmiffion from the 
office of general of the army. This raifed 
{ome debates in an afiembly of fuch of the 
nobility as could expect but little, if any, 
favour from his Majefty, refpecting the 
Cavalcade, or public entry of the King. 
The author of the memoirs of the life of 
the duke of Shrew/bury gives it us as a 


piece 


ENGLisH Baptists, 


piece of fecret hiftory : * The affembly, fays 
‘ he*, having brought things to this 
‘ head, the lords began to congratulate 
one another upon the fuccefs, and, for a 
time, nothing but common difcourfe 
took them up; at length a lord that had 
not fpoken yet, {tood up, who, for the 
occafion, we fhall put into the courfe, 
and call him lord G. 

* My lords, fays he, I believe there is 
not one among us, but what entirely 
give our affent to all that has been faid 
by thefe noble lords that have fpoken 
before me; and I have therefore nothing 
to add to what is paft, but pray let us 
debate a little about our prefent conduét, 
what we fhall do as to the fhow to mor- 
row? Shall we appear at court in the 
morning, and go in the train with them, 
or fhall we not? 

‘ Lord H. Truty, my lords, its my opi- 
nion, that fince we are to have none of 
their favour, we fhould add nothing to 
their figure. 

‘ Lord J. I am of the fame mind; be- 
fides, my lord, I think it would be but 
a piece of juftice to the duke of Or-—d, 
fince they have difhonoured him as they 
have done; let us fhow them, that we 
will honour him as much, and let us fee 
who will have the greateft fhow,. 
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© Here my lord ——= put in, and faid, 
it was a noble thought, if they had had 
time for it, but that the Cavalcade being 
appointed for the next morning, it was 
impoflible to give notice to their friends, 
elfe they would eafily have had a train of 
coaches almoft equal in number to the 
intended fhow. 

‘ WELL, but, faysmy lord H—, lam 
of opinion, that we fhould feparate as we 
are, and if we all go off in a body we 
fhall make fuch a chafm in their train, 
as will reduce their fhow to the fkeleton 
of what they think it fhall be, and fur- 
prize the world more with the confe- 
quence, than they will be furprized at 
the occafion. ; 

‘ But how then fhall we order our 
march? And, when fhall we break off 
from the reft of the train? faid my lord 
G. who ftood a little paufing upon the 
propofal. 

* Says lord I. my lords, I find you do 
not rightly apprehend my project; you 
all know the appointed order of the 
Cavalcade for the morning ; my propo- 
fal is, that concerting our meafures this 
night with the duke of Or d, we 
appoint all our coaches to be ready at his 
apartment, about two hours before the 
time appointed for the Park; when, on 
a fudden, we fhall drive away to London, 
and pafling through the city before they 
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come, fhall let the world fee what a 
body of the principal nobility and gentry 
came away from them, in honour of the 
duke of Or——d ; and, perhaps, if they 
fet afide their militia, the city trained 
bands, corporation pageantry, and the 
like, we may make as good a train as 
the whigs, the King’s perfon, the Prince, 
and their family excepted. 
‘ But, my lord, fays lord G. do you 
believe, upon information of fuch a de- 
fign, they would not fend the guards af- 
ter us, and {top us?. 
‘ No, my lords, replied lord f. I can- 
not believe any fuch thing. Befides, by 
what law or authority can they {top us? 
Are we not freemen, and can go where 
and whither we pleafe? If not, we are 
prifoners, and the folemnity of this day 
can be exacted of us as a duty, which is 
not our cafe. 
‘ Says lord G. nay, I am not concern- 
ed about that, let them ftop us if they 
pleafe; that will be no difadvantage to 
us, but tothem; for it will add weight 
to us, and fhew the impotence of their 
refentment ; for they cannot commit us 
to prifon, ’tis no rebellion, we fhall not 
be inarms; ’tis no deferting, for we are 
not lifted in their fervice; ’tis acting as 
their dealing with us leads us to, and I 
think juftifies usin ; for we only go away 
from thofe who have firft driven us ama 
‘IN 
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« In a word, the a/embly agreed to the 
€ propofal, and made the place of rendez- 
< yous to be at the duke of Or a’s le- 
¢ vee, from whence they refolved to drive 
€ dire@tly to London with the duke, and 
© neither take their leave at court, or any 
© notice of the court in it. 

© With this general refolution the a/- 
¢ fembly broke up, and the lords made it 
© their bufinefs to communicate their de- 
‘ fien to all their friends; nor was there 
« many but what exceedingly liked of the 
thing. But when they came to the 
duke himfelf he could not be prevailed 
with to hear any thing of it. He pro- 
tefted, that tho’ he thought himfelf 
hardly ufed, yet that he could not do 
any thing fo inconfiftent with duty and 
with courtefy; that, to fhew himfelf to 
be thus popular would bring ¢hou/ands of 
enemies upon him, and, perhaps, open 
the door to future inconveniencies, which 
at prefent might be avoided. 

‘ Tue duke, who was not apt to be ve- 
ry: pofitive in things, efpecially where 
his own intereft was fo much concerned, 
yet in this, notwithf{tanding the impor- 
tunity of the reft, continued inflexible in 
his refolution, and could not be prevailed 
with to alter his mind; fo the reft were 
obliged to their great difappointment, to 
lay afide the thoughts of it, and referving 
all their other wicked agreements, they 
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* refolved, tho’ againft their inclinations, 
* to appear at the public entry of the King, 
* which they did aceordingly. 

© Tu1s wholefome refolution of the duke 
of Or d was faid, to be the confequence 
of the duke of Shrew/bury’s good advice, 
who never left prefiing and perfuading 
his Grace, till he obtained a promife 
from him, that he would not leave the 
place; which would have been offering 
the greateft affront to the perfon of the 
King that they could poffibly have done, 
and might have been attended with ma- 
ny fubfequent things to their difadvan- 
tage. But after this we find the duke 
of Shrew/bury never took any great de- 
light in appearing at court; for having 
laid down the ftaff in order to its being 
given in commiffion, Mr. Wa/pole [fince 
Sir Robert] a perfon he had no relith of, 
was quickly placed at the head of that 
commiflion, for the management of the 
treafury.’ 
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Tue affairs of the Engli/b Baptifts, un- 
der the enjoyment of their civil and religi- 
ous liberties, affording but few peculiar 
materials for the continuation of their hi- 
{tory in this reign, I have made this di- 
greffion, to fet forth the dangerous condi- 
tion we were in, under the adminiftration 
of men who not only oppofed, but by 
their artful infinuations, under the se 
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of obtaining peace to the nation, deceived, 
if not forced, a glorious Queen, to fet 
afide the eff Miniftry this nation ever was 
bleffed with defore. And I have been led 
hereunto, from the fadtious clamours which 
have been made againft the prefent mznz- 
fry, under a jealoufy, that fome of the 
(ame perfons are at the bottom of them ; 
and I may not be miftaken, if I imagine 
they belong to the club of the fictitious 
Caleb Danvers, efg; I hope the Diffenters 
in general, which are a ballance between 
high-church and low-church-men, as they 
are but juftly diftinguifhed, will beware of 
being feduced by them; for let their pre- 
tenfions be never fo plaufible, they are but 
cilded baits to catch the unwary withal. 
Peace, peace, was all their cry, in the 
reign I have been treating of; and tho’ to 
their fhame, and the prejudice of the na- 
tion, they obtained it, they were difap- 
pointed in their chief end, the Prote/fant 
fuccefion took place, and they, with all 
the pretender’s adherents, were con- 
founded. 

Ir is well known, that one of Ca/eé’s 
chiefs, who have changed their note, and 
cry now, War, war, was a principal in 
that faction, which oppofed the Succefion 
in the iluftrious houfe of Hanover, and 
kindled the flame of that unnatural rebel- 
lion, which was againft his late Majefty, 
and intended to perpetuate thofe black and 

de- 
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deftructive defigns, which they were not 
able to accomplifh, by their dark politics, 
and crooked councils. That he even lift- 
ed himfelf under their banners, after they 
had recourfe to arms, in order to deftroy 
the conftitution, and bring us back to the 
Jflavery which we had been happily deli- 
vered from, by the late glorious Revolution, 
And fhall fuch a man as this, after fuch 
tranfactions as thefe, fo univerfally known, 
and fo undeniably true, direct the councils 
of this kingdom, and be followed by any of 
his Majefty’s good fubjects? No, God forbid! 
Let us remember,thatwhen he, and his factt- 
ous party were in power, they would not al- 
low us the liberty of educating our own chil- 
dren. His feditious papers, under the pretence 
of being an advocate for libertv, defigned to 
poifon the minds of the weak and ignorant, 
and fhake the people’s allegiance, in order 
to introduce popery, flavery, and arbitrary 
power into thefe kingdoms, furely can 
have no effect, but upon fuch abandoned 
wretches, who xeither fear God, nor he- 
nour the King. And, could they obtam 
their ends, would certainly themielves be 
difappointed ; for had the horrid plot, in- 
tended for the a/fa/ration of our glorious 
Deliverer King Weitem, of immortal me- 
mory, fucceeded, and King ‘Yames been 
reftored; the forzes then would have been 
difappointed, and been made in common 


with the reft of their countrymen, /laves 
HW and 
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and vaffals to France, as appears from the 
following account, which I have tranfcrib- 
ed from the author of Reflections on the 
management of fome party difputes. 


n 


n 


n 


“ 


‘ AnouT this time, fays he, we had 
an account by private letters from france, 
of the following fecret /cheme, and de- 
fign againft King William, and his do- 
minions of Great Britain and Ireland, 
as laid down by the French king and his 
confidents, which King Yames, and his 
Britifb friends, were to know almioft 
nothing of, viz. That as foon as the 
prince of Orange fhould be affafinated; 
that is, as foon as this fhall be known at 
Calais, by the fignal which was agreed 
to be given from Dover Cliffs, imme- 
diately King ‘fames was to go on board, 
and to land with an army of fen ¢hou- 


‘ fand men ; and that foon after, without 
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the leaft delay, twenty thoufand veteran 
French troops, which were brought thi- 
ther before hand, were immediately to 
embark with all haft,and carry along with 
them ezghty pieces of cannon, with all 
other accoutrements and furniture, in a 
fleet of /even hundred tran{port fhips, un- 
der a convoy of ¢wenty eight men of war, 
in order thus fucceffively to invade Eng- 
land; and that much about the fame 
time five thoufand men were to land in 
Scotland, to join their friends in that 
place. But hgw many the Facobites 
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were that were to join them, was not 
certainly difcovered. However, this was 
done, that juft as they fhould land, the 
Tower of London and the Exchequer 
fhould have been fiezed, by fome parties 
of the confpirators here, and that after 
this the city of London was to have been 
burnt down, and totally deftroyed, and 
the country, for at leaft /even miles 
round it, reduced into a wildernefs for 
ever. 

‘ Some, indeed, of the French cabal, 
objected againft the deftruction of Lon- 
don, at firft alledging, that it would 


* bring a vaft revenue to the crown of 
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France, by its cuftoms; but it was-an- 
fwered, that it was abfolutely neceiflary, 
that that city fhould be utterly deftroy- 
ed, becaufe the King of France could 
never otherwife fecurely hold the Br7- 
tifh kingdoms in fubjeétion; and that if 
London were fuffered to flourifh, it would 
not only be an overmatch for Payzs, but 
might in time contend again with brance, 
and even with the whole world for empire 
as well as trade, as Rome did of old. 
The total deftruction therefore of Lon- 
don being finally concluded on, the next 
refolution was, that all the landed men, 
and wealthy monied men in England 
that were to be fpared, and not cut off, 
Papifts as well as Proteftants, fhould be 
tranfported into France, but with this 
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difference, that the Proteftants fhould 
be made flaves and drudges, and the 
Papifts thall have equivalents given them 


‘in France for their eftates in England. 
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For thefe purpofes it was concluded, 
that the French officers fhould have the 
gentlemens eftates given them; and that 
an equal number of day-labourers, and 
poor French families, fhould have been 
brought over inftead of the tranfplanted 
Britifh captives, in order to inhabit and 
cultivate the defolate countries; which 
was judged the only beft and fecureft 
method, to put the Engli/h for ever out 
of condition to revolt, or endeavour to 
recover their /dertzes and pofleffions, or 


to be any hindrance to the French King 


to gain and preferve the wnzverfal mo- 
narchy of Europe. And for the better 
fecuring the French monarchy, and pre- 
venting the Brztz/b from attempting any 
change, an ediéf was agreed upon to be 
publifhed in due time, vzz. That none 
of the tranfplanted Englifh fhould ever 


Yeturn again to their own country on 


pain of death. As for King ames, tho’ 
his title was {pecioufly to be made ufe 
of, particularly at firft, in order to divide 
the Engh/h amongft themfelves, that 
they might, all of them, become the 
more eafily a prey to France; yet he 
himfelf, tho’ he knew but little of the 
main French defign, was brought under 
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* fpecial obligation, not to have meddled 
* with the government, any otherwife, 
‘ than as he fhould be directed by the 

French King, until firft the crown of 
France thould receive fixty and four mil- 
lions fterling to be paid out of the pro- 
© duct of Britain and Ireland*. But then 
they had all fecretly agreed, which King 
‘ “fames and his Briti/b friends were to 
* know nothing at all of, that before the 
* fum could poffibly be raifed, they would 
* find means to get rid both of him and his 
* fon; and thus fecure the poffeffion for 
ever to the crown of France, by virtue 
* of the relation that the families of Or- 
* leans and Savoy had to the royal family 
‘ of Britain, as the next in the lineal fuc- 
* ceffion thereof, in cafe of no male iflue 
* by King ames; for a daughter, whom 
* they had in their power, they could al- 
* ways difpofe of, as they found it moft 
S for their intereft.’ 

Tue author from whence I tranfcribed 
this, makes this obfervation thereon. 
© Now, fays he, if our prefent bigh-church 
© could have their wifh, that is, the pre- 
‘ tender in the room of King George, they 
* cannot expect things to be put on a bet- 
© ter foot, than they expected from the 
‘ reftoration of King ‘ames the Second. 


* How many more millions are they now, after the 
efcaping their hands for above férty years, when they 
were become fo many in no more then eight years time ¢ 
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And if the confequences of his reftora= 
tion would have been, what the former 
account makes fully appear; what have 
we not to expect from the fettling his 
pretended fon on the ‘throne now, con- 
fidering it cannot be dont without the 
fame affiftances? And what vaftly a 
ereater debt is now between us and the 
French King upon that fcore, than there 
was at that time? If it is poffible,’ fays 
he, for a tory, a bigh-church-man, a 
jacobite, or a perfon poifoned with prin- 
ciples deftructive of his religion, and na- 
tive country, to be cool and refledt, let 
him weigh the differences between a 
peaceable, quict fubjection to the pre- 
fent government, and the violent firug- 
* gles there muft be to fubvert it; with 
* the certain confequences of it, a forezgn 
© flavery.” And Ladd, Can the Ethiopian 
change is fein, or the Leopard his pots ? 
Then may they do good that are accuftom- 
ed to do evil, And to, we need not wonder 
at, but with contempt look upon all the 
factious attempts of Caleb and his party 
againft the prefent government. They 
may endeavour to periuade us, it is in de- 
fence of our liberties; but let us beware 
of them, they defign to enfnare us, that 
they may enflave us. They are like their 
father the devil, and can put themfelves 
into any fhape to deceive. There is no 
medium between his prefent Majefty and 
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the pretender; they that oppofe the former 
in any fhape, are for the latter. All the 
ridiculous and foolifh ‘parallels they have 
drawn, and the traiterous ftuff they have 
vented, are naufeous to the wife, tho’ 
pleafing to a few fools, But his Majefty’s 
wifdam is our défence, and therefore not 
to be moved by fuch deceitful, wicked, 
and impertinent fcriblers, as in the leaft to 
doubt of the fidelity of his fervants, who 
for their zeal for the true intereft of the 
nation are the glory of his kingdom. 

Ir muft be confefled, that her Majefty 
Queen dune reigned very glorioufly over the 
Briti/b nation for fome years, and the glories 
of her reign might have fhined with the 
fame brightnefs, or greater, to the end, 
had they not been eclipfed by evz/ counfel- 
lors, and the bafe defigns, which fome 
were carrying on, under a pretended zeal 
for the church, and concern for the pre- 
rogative of the crown. And had God, as 
our iniquities deferved, , fuffered them to 
have gone a little farther, and given time 
for their conceived mifchiefs to have 
brought forth, what a dreadful fcene 
fhould we then have had before us ? Our 
civil and religious privileges taken away ; 
our goods and eftates confifcated ; our po- 
{terity left to inherit nothing but popery and 
flavery, and a civil and bloody war mutt 
have been commenced in our nation. But 
God, who has often faved us by his kind 
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providence, interpofed once more in our 
favour, and upon the demiife of her Maje- 
fty, who, herfelf began to make fome 
change, all their counfels were turned in- 
to foolifhnefs, and their deep laid defigns 
overthrown ; the Proteffant fucceffion im- 
mediately takes place; the regency is put 
into the hands of wife and faithful mi- 
nifters, and his excellent Majefty King 
George is proclaimed throughout the whole 
kingdom, with the greateft joy and fatit 
faction ; the hopes of the pretender are 
entirely cut off, no foreign power daring 
yet to give him affiftance. 

A RIGHT reverend prelate *, who was 
far enough from flattery, in the worft of 
times, {peaking of the reign of this famous 
Queen, fays, in the preface to his four Ser- 
nions thus, ‘ Such was the fame of her ad- 
miniftrations at home; fuch was the re- 
putation of her wifdom, and felicity in 
choofing minifters, and fuch was then 
efteemed their faithfulnefs and zeal, their 
diligence and great abilities, in executing 
her commands’; to fuch a height of mi- 
litary glory did her great General, and 
her armies carry the Briti/b name abroad ; 
{uch was the harmony and condué, be- 
twixt her and her allies; and fuch was 
the bleffing of God upon all her councils 
and undertakings ; that I am as fure, as 


© Bifoop of St. Afaph, 
© hifto- 


hal nr n n n nn nm n “ tal nn n n n n nn a sn n 


ENGLIsH BaprTism®s. 


hiftory can make me, no prince: of ours 
was ever yet fo prof{perous and fuccefsful, 
fo loved, efteemed, and honoured by their 
fubjeéts, and their friends, nor near fo 
formidable to their enemies. We were, 
as all the world imagined then, juft en- 
tring on. the way that promifed to lead 
to fuch.a peace, as would have anfwered 
all the prayers of our religious Queen, 
the care and vigilance of a moft able mi- 
niftry, the payments of a willing and 
obedient people, as well as all the glo- 
rious toils and hazards of the foldiery. 
When God for our fins, permitted the 
{pirit of difcord to go forth and to 
{poil for a time this beautiful and plea- 
fing profpect, and gives us in its ftead I 
know not what Our enemies, fays 
he, will tell the reft with pleafure.’ 
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Containing the three firft years of 
the reign of King George I. 


HE death of Queen me, and the 

fucceffion in the illuftrious houfe of 
Hanover ta'sing place, occafioned a very 
great, but a happy change in the affairs of 
this kingdom, and gave new life to the 
Proteftant intereft throughout Europe. A 
large body of Englifh grey-headed gentle- 
men, who intended to have graced his 
Majefty’s public entry, having obtained an 
order: from the lords of the regency for 
their admiffion into the grand Cavalcade, 
propofed to‘ride on white horfes, in their 
own grey hair, and white camblet cloaks, 
with a nofegay in their right hands, com- 
pofed of an Orange *, inclofed with Lau- 
rel}. They defigned to have formed 
themfelves into fix companies, to have 


* Tue Orange in remembrance of the great Nassau, 
who left us this thrice happy legacy. 

t Tue Laurel in commemoration of the always vito- 
rious Foi duke of Marlborough, who undauntedly by his 
f{word, rather obtained, than preferved for us, the poffef- 
fion of this entail, which is the bulwark of the Protefant 
religion. 
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confifted of twenty four gentlemen in each ; 
a captain and mufic in the front, and an 
officer at the head of every company, at- 
tended by their refpective fervants in live- 
ries on foot, with mufic in the centre and 
the rear; but were prevented in the exe- 
cution of this their purpofe, by his Maje- 
{ty’s not to foon, but unexpected happy ar- 
rival; before the faid gentlemen could form 
themfelves into fuch proper order as be- 
came the reception of that monarch that 
holds the ballance of Europe. They in the 
year 1723 prefented to his Majefty at Sz, 
“‘fames’s, and to their royal highneffes, the 
prince and princefs of Wales, at Lezcefter- 
houfe, a congratulatory poem on his Maje- 
{ty’s fafe and happy return to his Britifb 
dominions, At both which places the 
gentlemen were gracioufly received, and 
had the honour of kiffing his Majefty’s 
hand, as alfo thofe of their royal high- 
nefies. 

On the 4th of Auguff, 1714. a letter 
figned by the reverend Mr. Tongue of Sal- 
ters-hall, was fent to fome of the Baptz/t 
minifters, defiring them to meet feveral 
of the Pedobaptif? minifters on Monday 
enfuing, at Hamlin’s Coffee-houfe, to hear 
fuch matters as fhould be propofed to them. 
Being met, Mr, Zongue reprefented ; that 
whereas there had formerly been a com- 
mittee of the three denominations of Diffen- 
ters, to confult of public affairs for the 

good 
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good of the whole, it was thought conve- 
nient, and defired by feveral perfons, that 
that committee fhould again be revived. 
To which all that were prefent agreed. 
Now two of this committee being dead, v7z. 
Mr. ‘Yofeph Stennet, and Mr. Fobn Piggott, 
it was propofed to them, to {peak to thofe 
of their denomination, to choofe two in 
their room, to meet with the committee 
when they fat: And on the fame day in the 
afternoon, this matter was reprefented to 
thofe elders and minifters of the Bapitz/t 
churches who met weekly at the Hanover 
Coffee-houfe in Finch-lane, who approved: 
of the reviving of the aforefaid committee ; 
and they chofe Mr. Richard Allein, and 
Mr. Benjamin Stinton, to fupply the pla- 
ces of the gentlemen deceafed. But the 
deceafed having been often reflected upon 
for acting as reprefentatives of the whole, 
when chofen only by a part; therefore, to 
prevent the like for the future, and in or- 
der to cultivate a better correfpondence 
among the Bapti/f minifters of both par- 
ties, the chofen perfons thought fit to fum- 
mons the whole body of Bapti/? minifters 
in and about London, both particulars and 
generals, and they met together at the 
Hanover Coffee-houfe, on Wednefday, Au- 
gujt 17, enfuing. Being acquainted with 
the occafion of their being called together, 
vw. The choofing perfons to reprefent 
them in the committee, if they approved 

of 
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of acting in conjunction with the other 
Diffenters, as before, and the fettling a 
better union, and correfpondence among 
themfelves. 

AFTER fome debates upon the firft of 
thefe, the queftion was put, Whether the 
Bapiifis fhould continue to act in conjun- 
ction with the other denominations of Dif- 
fenters, in addrefiing the King, or in any 
other thing that related to the public in- 
tereft of the whole? And it paffed in the 
afirmative ; and then the fame three per- 
fons were chofen by balloting, who had 


been chofen before by the particular Bap- 
tifts only. 

Tue other thing propofed by calling Te parti- 
this meeting was wnanimoufly approved, ae 

. Sener a 
and they agreed to meet again that day ‘pawigs 
month, to confider further of it; and ifers 
when they met on that day, they agreed, “””” 
in order to maintain a good affection and 
correfpondence, to keep this meeting once 
a month ; and that it fhould confift only 
of the elders of the daptized churches. 
Mr. Yenkins was chofen fecretary, and fe- 
veral orders to render it the more ufeful 
were refolved upon. But this laudable 
and good defign foon dwindled and came 
to nothing. Why? Becaufe it was the 
refult of ecclefiafficks only, who are rarely 
fowtad to be good politicians. Had they 
joined with themfelvcs one or two from 
each of their churches of the moft ae 
an 
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and moderate of their laity, I doubt not 
but a glorious harmony and good corre- 
fpondence would have continued with 
them until now. Let them but try the 
experiment. The whole Baptift intereft 
united in fuch a manner muft confequent- 
ly tend very much to its reputation and 
encreafe. 

Soon after his Majefty’s arrival in thefe 
kingdoms, the committee of the three de- 
nominations prepared an addrefs to be pre- 
fented to him: The whole body of the 
diffenting minifters met together, and ap- 
proved the addrefs. Dr. Wiliams was 
chofen to prefent it; and it was agreed, 
that every minifter fhould accompany him 
on this occafion. 

The united [r was prefented to his Majefty, at his 

Diffenters x > 

addre, Court at St. Sfames’s, Sept. 28. 1714. 

the King. They were introduced by his grace the 
duke of Devonfhire, and had all the honour 
to kifs his Majefty’s hand ; and afterwards 
the Prince’s, to whom they were intro- 
duced by his grace the duke of Argyle. 

THE addrefs, with his Majefty’s anfwer, 
was put into the Gazette of Saturday, 
Of) 20°1714. VIR, 
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* To the King’s moft excellent Majefty, 
The humble Addrefs of the Proteftant di/~ 
« fenting minifiers, of the feveral deno- 


‘ minations, in and about the city of 
* London, &c. 


© May it pleafe your Mazefty, 

Nee thankfulnefs and joy, equal 
to the great occafion, we congra- 
tulate your Majefty’s peaceable acceflion 
to the throne, and your own, and the 
Prince’s fafe arrival; the merciful return 

of many ardent prayers. 
‘ WueEn we recollect your Majefty’s 
defcent from the King and Queen of 
Bobennia, thofe renowned patrons of the 
Proteftant religion, we cannot but adore 
the divine providence, which has now 
rewarded their fufferings for that caufe, 
in their royal off-{pring with a crown, 
that renders your Majefty the head of the 
whole Proteftant intereft. But your 
Majefty’s zeal for the fame religion, 
your known affection for the /dertzes of 
Europe, and the rights of mankind; 
with your other celebrated virtues, give 
us the fureft profpect, that the bleflings 
of your reign will be as extenfive as your 

power. 

© Tue parliamentary entail of the crown 
upon your illuftrious houfe, we have 
ever efteemed one of the greateft blef- 
* fings 
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fings procured for us, by our late glori- 


« ous deliverer King William, of immor- 
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tal memory. To this happy fettlement 
we have ftedfaftly adhered againft all 
temptations and dangers. Our zeal here- 
in has been owned to be very con{picu- 
ous, by thofe noble patriots who now 
furround your throne. 

‘ We hold no principles, but what do 
in confcience oblige us to acknowledge 
your Mijefty for our only rightful and 
lawful fovereign, and to do every thing 
in our power to fupport your title and 
government again{t all pretenders what- 
foever. 

© Your Majefty’s wife and gracious de- 
claration, for which we render our un- 
feigned thanks, does fenftbly relieve us 
under our prefent hardfhips, and gives 
us ground to hope, that as we are infepa- 
rably united in intereft and fafety, with 
all that adhere to the fucceffion and mo- 
narchy as by law eftablifhed, fo we 
fhall {hare in that protection and favour, 
which will make us happy with the ret 
of your fubjects, 

* We fhall conftantly pray, for the 
Jong lite and profperity of your Majetty ; 


‘for their royal highneffes, the Prince and 


Princefs of #’a/es, and all the branches 
of your auguft family. May that God, 
by whom kings reign, help you fo to 
employ your mighty power and intereft, 

© that 
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* that it may be your Majefty’s glory, to 
* protect the Proteffant religion, to fup- 
‘ prefs the profanenefs of the age, to heal 
* the divifions of your people, to affert the 
* rights of the injured abroad, and to pre- 
* ferve the ballance of Europe.’ 


To which his Majefty returned this 
gracious anfwer, 


; | Am very well pleafed with your ex- 
« * preflions of duty to me, and you may 
* depend upon having my prote¢tion.’ 


Tue declaration mentioned in this ad- 
drefs, was that which his Majefty had 
made in council, Sept.22. being the firit 
time of his fitting in it, wherein his Maje- 
{ty exprefled himielf thus. 


‘I Take this occafion alfo to exprefs 
to you, my firm purpofe, to do all that 
Is In my power, for fupporting and 
maintaining the churches of England and 
Scotland, as they are feverally by law 
eftablifhed, which, I am of opinion, 
may be effectually done, without the 
leaft impairing the Toleration, allowed 
by law to Proteffant Difienters, fo agree- 
ble to Chriftian charity, and fo neceffa- 
ry to the trade and riches of this king- 
dom,’ 
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Stokes AT the latter end of this year there was 

publihes a \ittle pamphlet publifhed in defence of 

eee Infant Baptijin, by Mr. Fofeph Stokes, a 

tifm. refbyterian minilter at Hor/ham in Suffex, 
intitled, 4 furvey of Infant Baptifm, and 
the mode of baptifing. 

THERE is nothing new advanced in it, 
only the common arguments practically 
handled ; much the fame with what Mr. 
Burkit had done before him; a method 
adapted to take with the populace, and 
affect the paffions of tender and indulgent 
mothers and nurfes ; but will never juftify 
ther practice with the wife and judicious 
part of mankind. This book did not re- 
vive the controverly, for little or no no- 
tice was taken of it; nor did any body 
think fit to make any return to it. 

Tue author endeavoured to have got it 
recommended to the world by Dr. Wz/- 
liams, and fome others of the moft noted 
prefbyterian minifters at London ; but up- 
on his application to them was told, that 
feeing things at prefent was quiet, and 
there was a good harmony and correfpon- 
dence between the two denominations, 
they thought it not proper to do any thing 
that fhould break it; fo it came forth, on- 

Anno ly under the authority of his own name. 

Teche. LN the year 1715. the Charity fchool 
rity febool! UPON Horfely-down was fet up by the Pro- 
spon teflant diffenters, in which the Bapti/ts 
pte have fo great a fhare, that in the fettle- 
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ment thereof a peculiar regard is had to 
their opinion. 

Ir was obferved, by fome of the mini- 
fters in this part of the town, that the 
church of England had diverfe {chools of 
this kind, and obliged all that were ad- 
mitted into them, to go conftantly to the 
eftablifhed church, to learn the catechifm, 
and ufe the ceremonies belonging to it ; 
and that particular care was taken, to pre- 
judice the children: againft the principles 
and perfons of the Diffenters, and that ma- 
ny pious perfons were tempted, through 
poverty, to let their children be brought 
up in contempt of their parents and reli- 
gion. 

THESE minifters thought it neceflary to 
do all they could, towards the redrefling 
of this grievance, and that while they {fe- 
parated from others, to maintain a more 
pure religion, they ought not to come be- 
hind them in works of charity ; therefore 
refolved to attempt the fetting up of a 
{chool, for the education of the children 
of-the poor, where they might not be un- 
der fuch impofitions. The Pre/byterzans 
had one or two {chools of this kind about 
London ; but that this might be the more 
ufeful and extenfive, they defigned to form 
this after fuch a manner, that the Prote- 
ftant diffenters of each denomination might 
unite in it, 
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For the promoting of this defign, fix 
minifters *, three whereof were Baptz/ts, 
agreed to fet up a lecture to be preached 
every Lord’s day evening, at the meeting- 
houfe of Mr. Benj. Stinton, which was 
carried on by the faid fix miniiters. Then 
they recommended the defign to their fe- 
veral friends and acquaintance, and it met 
with fuch approbation and encouragement, 
that a fubfcription of more than an hun- 
dred a year was foon obtained. 

Upon this the Sub/fcribers were fum- 
moned together, and they chofe twelve 
from amongft themfelves to be managers 
for the firft year, wz. the fix minifters 
aforefaid, and fix lay-gentlemen-+, ¢hree 
of whom alfo were Bapti/ts. 

Tuis being the firft public Charity 
{chool, in which the Bapti/is were an 
equal part of the con{titution, as well as 
one of the moft catholic foundations of any 
yet in England; and becaufe fome great 
attempts have been made by the Prefby- 
terians, tho’ without fuccefs, to change 
its conftitution, made me think it necefla- 
ry, to erect a monument thereunto, by 
giving it a place in this hiflory, that after- 
ages may know, upon what foundation 
the fame was firft conftituted, and there- 


* Tsaac Maudit, Benj.Stinton, Rich. Parkes, John Kil- 
linghal, Edw. Wallin, John Sladen. 
hei ‘AB x. Atkins, Tho. Hall, Luke Leader, John Sweet, 
‘William Dell, John Valley. 
fore 
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fore fhall infert the fSrft rules and orders 
of it. 


PV Hezeas an evening-lecture has been MS. penes 
fet up on Hor/ely-down in Southwark, ™* 

to encourage a Charity /chool, for the educa- 

tion of poor children, in reading, writing, 

and arithmetic, and the principles of reli- 

gion; and feveral gentlemen having fub- 
{cribed liberally thereunto, the following 

rules and orders are agreed upon, for the 

better management of the fame. 


General Rules. 


I. THatT the faid fchool do confift of 
forty * poor boys, to be inftructed as afore- 
faid, by one Mafter, who fhall receive 
thirty five pounds per annum for the fame. 

I]. THAT fwe/ve managers be annual- 
ly chofen by the fubfcribers ; fx of whom 
fhall be of one of the denominations -+f uni- 
ted in this charitable defign, and fix of the 
other =; out of which managers a ¢rea- 
furer shall be chofen, one year of one de- 
nomination, and the next of the other; 
and that the time of election be the fecond 
Thurfday in February. At which time al- 
fo, the former treafurer and managers fhall 
report the {tate and condition of the {chool, 
with an account how the money has been 
difpofed of, 

* There are now fi 


fhy. 
+ Padobaptifs. { Anti-padobaptiits. 
I 3 Ill. 
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Ill. Tuar if any of the managers fhall 
happen to be removed by death, or other- 
wife, before the expiration of the year, 
the fub/cribers fhall be called together, to 
choofe others to fill up the vacancy. 

IV. Tuar the treafurer for the time 
being, fhall give bond to four of the ma- 
nagers, to employ what money he fhall re- 
ceive, as the major part of the managers 
fhall direct, and to pay the money that 
fhall remain in his hands, at the expiration 
of the year, to the fucceeding treafurer. 

V. TuaT at the firft fixing of the 
fchool, boys but of /even years of age fhall 
be aamitted, afterwards none till ezght, and 
fuch as are capable to read a chapter in the 
New Teftament. But if any fhall be pro- 
pofed not fo qualified, they fhall, to the 
number of ¢we/ve, be put to a mifirefs, to 
be fitted for the next vacancy in the ma- 
fter’s {chool. 

VI. Tuat no child be taken in but by 
the managers, and that they be fuch, 
whofe parents are not capable ‘of giving 
them learning, which fhall be teftified by 
one or more of the /ud/cribers; and as ob- 
jects are prefented they fhall be minuted 
down, and taken in, in courfe, as vacan- 
cies {hall happen, without any refpect of 
perfons. 

VII. Tuat the forty boys be annually 
clothed, at the difcretion of the managers, 
and that on the firft convenient day after- 
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wards a fermon fhall be preached, and a 
colle@tion made on that occafion; befides 
which, ‘there fhall be a collection at the 
lecture once in eight weeks. 

VII. Tuar the children be fupplied, 
by the managers, with all neceflary books, 
wz, {pelling books, teftaments, bibles, 
catechifms, pfalm books, writing and cy- 
phering books, convenient firing, and all 
other things proper for the {chool. 

IX. Tuart a catechifm be printed for 
the ufe of the {chool, agreeing with the 
“Affembly’s, the gsth queftion and anfwer, 
referring to the fubjeéts of bapti/in being 
left out. 

X. THat when any of the children 
are fit for an apprenticefhip, if the fub- 
{criptions be fufficient, the managers may 
affift in the charge of putting them out to 
a proper trade and matter. 

XI, TuHart the managers do at all times 
choofe the fchoolmafter, and afterwards 
recommend him in a general meeting of 
the /ub/eribers for their approbation. And 
if any fchoolmafter fhall be negligent in 
teaching the children, or otherwife behave 
himfelf diforderly, the managers for the 
time being fhall treat with him about the 
fame, and have power, unlefs he reform, 
to difmifs, and exclude the faid matter, 
giving him ¢hree months notice thereof. 

XH. Tuar the rent of the {chool, 
the mafter’s, clerk’s, and tender’s wages, 
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with all other other charges, be paid by 
the treafurer quarterly. 


Rules for the Mafter. 

1. Tuat the fchoolmafter be known 
to have been a Proteftant diflenter for 
fome years paft, one of a fober life and 
converfation, not under the age of thirty 
years, and well qualified to inftruct and 
govern the children, according to the rules 
laid down, 

II. TuarT the fchool hours be from /e- 
ven to eleven in the morning, and from 
ane to five in the afternoon, excepting No- 
vember, December, ~‘fanuary, and Febru- 
ary, in which four months they fhall be 
from eight to eleven, and from one to four ; 
and that Iuefdays, Thurfdays, and Satur- 
days, be obferved according to the cuftom 
of neighbouring fchools. 

III. Tuat the matter fhall pray with 
the fcholars every morning and evening, 
and inftruct them in reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, the principles of the Chriftian 
religion, and finging of pfalms: All thefe 
in the Engli/h tongue only. 

IV. TuHaT the times of breaking up, 
wiz. Chrifimas, Eafter, Whitfontide, and 
Bartholomewtide, be fixed, to be three days 
before each of the three feftivals, and that 
the children return to {chool the day after 
twelfth day, and the Monday after Eafer 
and Whit/on week ; one week only being 

allowed. 
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allowed at Bartholomewtide; and that 
other holidays be obferved according to 
the cuftom of neighbouring {chools, Saints 
days excepted. 

V. Tuat this {chool being defigned 
for the benefit of poor children only, the 
mafter fhall not receive any money of 
their parents, either at their entrance or 
breakings up, or on any other pretence 
whatfoeyer; nor fhall he teach any other 
children in the hours affixed for this {chool. 

VI. Tuat the mafter fhall keep an 
exact-account of the capital faults of the 
children, to be laid before the managers, 
that they may confider, whether fuch 
children ought to be continued or ex- 
pelled. 

VII. THatT every Lord’s day, between 
four and five in the evening, the children 
fhall meet at the fchool, having on the fo- 
ciety’s cloaths, and clean linnen, from 
thence to go with the mafter to the le- 
ture, continued for the fupport of this 
charitable defign; and that the mafter 
take care, that they behave themfelves or- 
derly there. 


Orders to be read and affented to by the 
Parents, on the admittance of their chil- 
dren. | 
I. TuarT the parents fhall not detain 

their children from {chool, in {ghool hours, 


except in cafe of ficknedfs, 5 
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IJ. TuatT they fend them clean wafh- 
ed and combed, 

IlJ. Tuart the parents take care of the 
good behaviour of their children at home, 
and either correct them for their faults 
themfelves, or acquaint the mafter with 
them. 

IV. Anp whereas the managers of this 
{chool will take care, that the mafter hall 
not abufe tHe children, the parents fhall 
fubmit their children to the neceflary cor- 
rection of the fchool, and forbear coming 
thither on that account. 

V.. THAT the parents take care, that 
on every Lord’s day in the morning and 
afternoon, their children do attend fome 
place of worfhip among Proteffant diffen- 
ters, and in the evening fend them to the 
{chool, to attend with their mafter at the 
lecture. 

VI. Tuat if the parents fhall either 
neglect the faid orders, fo that their chil- 
dren be difmiffed the fchool; or fhall take 
them away, without confent of the mana- 
gers, their cloaths fhall be returned, 

Lafily, Tuat thefe orders may be the 
better known and obferved, both by the 
parents and children, they fhall be affixed 
in fome convenient place in the {chool. 


Tue Treafurer chofen for the firft year 
was Mr. Tho. Hall, a hat-maker in Tooley- 
Jireet; and Mr, Robert Morgan, 2 mem- 
ber, 
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ber, and an occafional teacher of the Bap- 
tift church, under the care of Mr. Benja- 
min Stinton, upon Hor{fely-down, was una- 
nimoufly chofen for the /choolmaffer, in 
which place he behaved himfelf to the fa- 
tisfaction of the fociety to the time of his 
death, and was fuceeeded by Mr. ‘fobn 
Seager, of the Prefbyterian perfuafion, 
who is ftill living and in poffeffion of the 
faid place. | 

A PRESBYTERIAN meeting-houfe in 
Unicorn-yard, being to be let, was taken, 
and made into a dwelling houfe for the 
matter, and fchool for the boys, and foon 
after a catechifm was printed, according to 
the gth article of the general rules, inti- 
tled, A skort catechifm, containing the 
principles of the Chriflian religion, with 
the proofs thereof out of the Scriptures, in 
words at length, approved of, for the ufe of 
the charity fcbool, at Horfely-down, South- 
ware, 

Tue annual fermon was, this year, 
preached by the reverend Mr. Matthew 
Clark, at Pinners-ball, on the 20th of 
Oéfober, the day of his Majefty’s corona- 
tion, at which there was collected, for the 
benefit of the fchool, 28 /. 145. 

AxsouT this time the reverend Mr. To- Tho. — 
mas Lowrey, a prefbyterian minifter of the hee 
church of Scotland, was baptized, and ad- Baprip. 
mitted a member of the daptized church 
in Spittlefields, He had been a licentiate 

preacher 
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preacher in Scotland for many years, and 
befides his licenfe, figned by the modera- 
tor of the prefbytery of Peebles, he produ- 
ced three letters from the minifters in thofe 
parts where he dwelt, teftifying to his 
good and chriftian behaviour. He ac- 
knowledged, that he had been convinced 
a long time, of the error of Infant-bap- 
tif, and of fprinkling, inftead of zmmer- 
fron; and that in his conferring with feve- 
ral minifters in Scotland, he found them 
to be of the fame mind; but thought it 
better to fubmit to the authority of the 
church in this cafe, than make a fepara- 
tion about it, and deprive themfelves of 
the livings which they enjoyed. 

HE preached twice before feveral of the 
London minifters, in which fermons he 
gave good proofs of his knowledge in divi- 
nity, and abilities to preach the Gofpel; 
but he had been fo long accuftomed to the 
Scotch language and pronounciation, that 
they concluded, he could not do much 
fervice in England, efpecially near London ; 
hereupon a project was formed, for his re- 
turning again into Scotland, and promote 
the doctrine and practice of believers bap- 
tifm in that kingdom ; for none were heard 
of there who openly profeffed it, tho’ fe- 
veral ftood well affected towards it. 

TH1s was propofed to the Bapii/? mini- 
fters, at their united monthly meeting, 
who approved of it, and for the encourage- 

ment 
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ment of the defign, agreed to defray the 
charge of it for one year; but when all 
things were fixed for his departure, he was 
vifited with a dangerous ficknefs; and how 
it iffued I do not find. But to return to 
the public affairs. 

Tue difappointment that the enemies Arebellica 
to the government met with, by the Pro-/”74. 
tefiant tucceflion taking place, did greatly 
provoke and enrage them ; however, they 
entertained fome hope, that the French 
King, and other potentates of the Romi/h 
religion, would affift the pretender ; and if 
we may credit the current report, an alli- 
ance of this nature was formed by feveral 
princes of Europe. 

Tue King affured his Parlament, that 
he had certain intelligence of preparations 
making to zzvade his kingdoms; and feve- 
ral rebellicus tumults were raifed in diverfe 
parts of the kingdom, by perfons difaffect- 
ed to his Majefty and Government. 

WueEn thefe were up, their firft work Meeting 
was to pull down the meeting-houfes of’ de 
the Diffenters, crying out of the danger a : 
the church, and faying, No foreigners, no 
prefoyterians, King ‘fames Ili, Ge. 

THeEse fumults were fo frequent, and 4 law 
in fo many parts of the kingdom, that the jee Ee 
Parliament thought it neceflary to make a wee 
new law for fuppreffing riots; and addref- 
fed his Majefty, firft to aflure him of their 
ftedfaft loyalty, and readinefs to fuppors 

is 
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his title and government, againft the fre- 
tender and all his adherents. In the next 
place, to defire his Majefty to put the laws 
in execution againft rebellious tumults and 
diforders, and to make good the damages, 
which his faithful and loyal fubjects, fu- 
ftained by thefe diforders. 

ArTerR the Parliament had led the 
way, addreffes were brought from feveral 
parts of the kingdom to the fame purpofe, 
and among the reft, the united Proteftant 
diffenting minifters, in and about the cities 
of London and Weftminfter, prefented one 
Mig. 16. 1705: 

he united [T was not now thought proper for the 

ody of the woe : 

Difnters Whole body of the minifters to go up with 

addrefsthe this addrefs, as before; but four of each 

Aixg. — denomination were chofen out of the reft, 
to attend on the prefenting of it; and ac- 
cording to the method agreed upon, when 
they firft united in addreffing, the prefent- 
er was now to be one of the Bapti/t deno- 
mination, and Mr. Nathaniel Hodges was 
unanimoufly chofen to perform this cere- 
mony. They were introduced by his grace 
the duke of Newca/ile; and their addrefs, 
with his Majefty’s anfwer, was put into 
the next Gazette, and was as follows, 
VIZ. 
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* To the King’s moft excellent Majefty, 
E your Majefty’s moft loyal fub- 
jets, think ourfelves obliged in 
duty and gratitude, humbly to acknow- 
ledge, that feafonable protection which 
your Majefty has been pleafed to give to 
thofe of our perfuafion, from the late 
rebellious tumults, and for your gracious 
anfwer to the addrefs of your faithful 
Commons, wherein they defire, that a 
full compenfation be made to thofe, 
whofe fufferings they fo juftly impute to 
their zeal and firm adherence to your 
Majefty, and to your government. We 
can affure your Majefty, that no juft 
occafion has been given by us to our fel- 
low-{ubjects for any fuch treatment; nor 
can the principles, which oblige us to 
diffent from the church of England, be 
a reafonable provocation, to any who 
have the leaft regard to the common 
rights of mankind, or the rules of the 
Chriftian religion. 
‘ We defire nothing more, than to en- 
joy our civil rights, with a juft liberty to 
profefs our own religious fentiments, 
which we take to be a privilege due to 
all men. We have been always ready 
to afift the church of England, in de- 
fence of the Proteftant religion, when in 
real and imminent danger ; being agreed 
with them, and all Prote/fant churches, 
on 
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in thofe principles that began the refor- 
mation, and which alone can juftify and 
fupport it. : 

< Wuen there has been a defign to in- 
troduce Popery and arbitrary Power, 
the Proteftant diffenters have generally 
been firft attacked. Nor know we any 
other reafon, why we have now {uffer- 
ed the outrage of papi/is, non-jurors, 
and other difaffeéted perfons, but that 
they were fure, we were a body of men, 
fixed in our duty to your Majefty, and 
lay the moft expofed to popular infults, 
againft which your Majefty, and your 
two houfes of Parliament, in your great 
wifdom and goodnefs, have given us a 
feafonable, and we hope, effectual fecu- 
rity, for time to come. 

‘ WuiLsT your Majefty’s government 
is difturbed at home, and threaten’d with 
an znvafion from abroad, we can anfwer 
for thofe of our perfuafion, that there 
are not any of them, whofe principles 
and inclinations will not influence them 
to affift and fupport your Majefty and 
the Proteftant religion to the utmoft of 
their power. We look upon our felves 
bound, by the ftrongeft tics of duty, grati- 
tude and intere{t, to acknowledge and 
maintain your Majefty’s undoubted right 
and title to the imperial crown of thefe 
realms, and to declare our utmoft ab- 
horrence of all attempts, either at home or 


‘ abroad, 


EncGuisu Baprisrs. 


* abroad, in favour of a popi/h pretender. 
* May that gracious Providence, which has 
* fo fignally appeared in bringing your Ma- 
« jefty to the throne of thefe kingdoms, 
* continue to protect and defend your royal 
* perfon and family againft all attempts of 
* your open and fecret enemies.’ 


Eis Mayefty’s moft gracious anfwer. 
. | AM very much concerned at the wn- 

chriftian’ and barbarous treatment, 
© which thofe of your perfuafion have met 
* with, in feveral parts of my kingdom, 
‘ and care fhall be taken, that a full com- 
* penfation be made to them for their fuf- 
‘ ferings. I thank you for this addrefs, 
‘and you may be aflured of my pro- 
Patechion.- 


Tus addrefs was very difpleafing to the 
high-church, perfecuting party, and the 
more fo, becaufe it met with fuch a kind 
reception, and full anfwer from his Maje- 
fty. They endeavovred to expofe it all 
they could, and thofe that had the honour 
of prefenting it. A fpecimen of which 
was in the weekly journal, on the Saturday 
following; a notorious flandering, tory 
paper, the publifher of which was foon af- 
ter taken up by the go eroment, for 
fpreading the pretender’s iantfeflo, ‘The 
account this fournalif? gave of the Diffen- 
ters addrefs, was in the following words ; 
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The fame day an addrefs was made to 
his Majefty, by the whole body of dif- 
fenting minifters, v7z. Prefbyterians, In- 
dependents, and Anabaptifts, the latter 
of which, it being in their turn, had the 
honour to prefent it, and they chofe 
Mr. Hodges to perform that ceremony. 
The names of the other anabaptifts are, 
Mr. Stinton, Mr. “fenkins, Mr. Allen, 
and Mr. Node, who, tho’ they were all 
formerly of very mean occupations, have, 
fince their call, been looked upon as the 
moft eminent preachers among that dip- 
ping fet of people. A man of parts, 
that hath raifed himfelf from a low de- 
gree by his talents, is fo far from de- 
ferving our cenfure, that he deferves our 
applaute: Cardinal Woolfey was of as 
mean extraction as thefe; and the prin- 
cipal of thefe, who is Mr. Hodges, was 
of a trade that ought not ta be thrown 
in his teeth, confidering, that it firft af- 
forded us that excellent aftrologer, Mr. 
‘fobn Partridge, and has fince given 
them fo good a divine, in the perfon of 
Mr. Hodges ; to which holy fcience, that 
humble occupation, has a more imme- 
diate tendency of its own nature, be- 
caufe it trains a man up regularly to 
the curing of fouls. They were intro- 
duced by his grace the duke of Neqw- 
caftle, lord \ieutenant of the county of 
Middlefex, and his Majefty returned 

‘them 
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* them the following moft gracious an- 
© fwer, Gc.’ 

THE putting down all this- /atyr and 
Jalfbood, before the anfwer his . Majefty 
gave to the addrefs, made it plainly ap- 
pear, a defign to render that contemptible, 
and to banter that expreffion of the King’s, 
The barbarous, and unchriftian treatment, 
which thofe of your profeffion have met 
with, 

THERE were as many of the Pre/byte- 
rian, and alfo of the Independent minitters, 
that attended his Majefty on this occaficn, 
as of the Baptifis, and men, whofe chara- 
cters would have afforded him matter for 
Jatyr, \f that would have been to his pur- 
pofe. But the Bapti/ts muft be fingled 
out from the reft; and as they have always 
born the larger fhare of their perfecution, 
fo they fhall alfo of their ignominy and 
contempt. They have had all manner of 
evil {poken againft them falfly for Chrift’s 
fake. Who have been more meek, more 
merciful, more pure in heart, more revi- 
led, more perfecuted, than they? How- 
ever, their reward is in heaven, and there- 
fore they can rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad, under all their fufierings ; be it either 
from the hands, or pens of men. But ly- 
ing is the talent by which this fadtzous 

arty have at any time prevailed, and what 
is faid of Mr. Hodges is utterly falfe, for he 
never was of any trade, but kept to the 
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grammar fchool while a child, and from 
thence removed to an academy at Taunton, 
where he {pent about five years in his pre- 
paratory ftudies, and was from thence re- 
gularly called to the work of the miniftry, 
and foon after ordained an e/der of a Bap- 
tif? congregation at London. His uncle, a 
gentleman of a great eftate, did not ap- 
prove of his inclinations to the ftudy of di- 
vinity ; and finding he could not be divert- 
ed thereform, nor perfuaded'to join in the 
miniftry of the eftablifhed church, where 
he could have promoted him to fome dig- 
nity, made him afterwards, as long as he 
lived, feel the {mart of his refentment for 
his clofe adherence to what he believed to 
be truth. Upon the death of his uncle, 
when he became by inheritance poffeffed 
of a large eftate, he laid down his miniftry, 
and had the honour of knighthood confer- 
red on him by his Majefty; he died Aug. 
27, in the year 1727, in the fifty fecond 
year of his age, and lies buried in Stepney 
Church-yard, where a fine monument ts 
erected by his lady to his memory. 

Nor could it be faid with truth, that all 
the others were of mean occupations, tho’ 
fome of them had been brought up to fe- 
cular,employments. And what, if the 
Baptifis have fometimes called perfons 
from their trades, to take upon them the 
facred office of the miniftry? When their 
difficulties haye made it neceffary ; or they 

have 


Encuisu Baptists. 


have found fuch perfons competently qua- 
lified for the work. Is this any more than 
what has been practifed, and juftified by 
all the churches in the world? 

Ir was a cuftom among the ews, for 
their greateft rabbies and doétors, to be 
trained up in fome mechanic art; and one 
would wonder, what homely crafts fome 
of them took up with. Rabb: ‘fofe was 
acurrier, Rabbi Fochanan was a _fhoe-ma- 
ker, and from thence firnamed Sandaler, 
that is, one that maketh fandals or thoes. 
Chafiant and Chanilat, two brothers of 
great note, among the {fcattered tribes, 
were put apprentice to a weaver, which, 
fays the hiftorian *, was no difparagement 
to them, Rabbi fuda was a baker. Rabbi 
Meir was a fcrivener, and fo of others, 
And this they did partly by way of preven- 
tion, againft fudden and furprizing turns 
of fortune, to which all men are liable. 
Hence came that proverbial faying, Artem 
quevis terra alit, the fame that the fews 
nied to exprefs by faying-+, If there be a 
feven years famine it will not come near the 
dwelling of an artificer. And partly for 
exercile, which is neceffary for thofe of a 
itudious life. Hence Rabban Gamaliel 
Ben fuda, prefident of the Sanbedrin, 
gave this maxim, That the labour of the 
hands ought to be joined with the ftudy of 

* Jofephus, Ant. Lib. 18. c. 12. 
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the law. And this was handed down from 
one Rabbi toanother, and taught uniform- 
ly in their fchools, And the Old Tefta- 
ment informs us, that fome of the greateft 
prophets, under that difpenfation, were 
calied from their fecular employments to 
the facred work; as, David from the 
foeepfold, Eas from the plow, and Amos 
from the Lerd. 

CuristT himfelf, the author of our ho- 
ly religion, difdained not to follow the 
mean occupation of a carpenter, till he en- 
ter’d upon his public.miniftry ; and thofe 
whorn he chofe for his apoftles, to propa- 
gate the Chriftian religion througout the 
world, were moft of them fuch as had 
been trained up in fome mechanic art, 
Peter and ‘fohn were fifbermen; Luke a 
phyfictan ; Paul, notwithftanding his learn- 
ed education, was a tent-maker, &c. 

Ir we come nearer to out times, and 
country, we find, that thofe who are fo 
ready to reflect upon the Bapfi/fs in this 
cafe, have practifed the fame themfelves, 
The Church of England has not only ad- 
mitted feveral into holy orders, who we-e 
once tradefmen, but at the beginning of 
the reformation, feveral in the paftora! of- 
fice, by reafon of their flender incomes, 
followed other employments. Some, {ays 
bifhop Burnet *, were carpenters, others 


* Hitt. Refi Vol. II. p. 22, 
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taylors, and fome kept Ale-houfes. And 
in the time of the civil wars, when epifco-. 
pacy was laid afide, and prefbytery had the 
afcendant, feveral men who had been of 
mean occupations, were intrufted with the 
cure of fouls, and had livings in divers pa- 
tifhes. Tho. Ewins, a taylor, was made 
rector of Chrift-church in Briftol; Edward 
Hancock, who had been butler to Sir 
George Horner, was vicar of St. Phillips, 
in the faid city. Mr. Coven, who was a 
Ship-joyner, was reétor of Samford-peverell, 
in Devon, and left behind him a parfonage 
table-board of his own making. Richard 
Hopkins, a glover or feinner, had the liv- 
ing of High Ereal in Shropfhire. One Say 
a weaver, and one Byles a fadler, officiated 
at Hounds-church near Southampton; and 
many other inftances there are of the like 
nature. And it is well known, that there 
are even now, not only among the Pre/by- 
terians and Independents, but alfo'in the 
efablijh'd Church too, fome that were 
trained up in mechanic arts, 

Now, if the Baptz/is, when they have 
found fome tradefmen competently quali- 
fied for the work of the miniftry, have 
thereupon called them to that facred fer- 
vice; or if fome of their minifters, their 
congregations being unable to maintain 
them, have followed fome honeft-calling, 
for the fupport of their families, where is 
the crime of it? or, What have they done 
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more than other Chriftian or Protejtant 
churches in the lke cafe? Have not even 
thofe, who fo often endeavour to reproach 
them on this account, acted the very fame 
themfelves, when in their circumftances ? 
Some think the apoftle gives dire€tion for 
its being thus, in cafe of poverty or perfe- 
cution. Let ours alfo learn to profe/s bs- 
neft trades. 

I must confefs, it was not worth while 
to have faid fo much in confutation of 
fuch a fcandalous lying paper, as that 
Fournal, But I find that moft authors, 
who have writ againft the Baptz/fs, have 
gone upon this as a common topic, to ren- 
der them edious and contemptible to the 
people. Neither do I underftand Mr. 
Neal, when he fays, ‘ The advocates of 
* this doctrine were, for the moft part, of 
‘ the meaneft of the people, their preach- 
‘ ers generally illiterate,’ if he did not 
thereby mean to render them odious and 
contemptible to his readers. 

Let us now look back again to the 
nots, that occafioned this addrefs. Among 
the many meeting-houfes that were pulled 
down by thofe rebellious tumults, fome 
belonged to the Bapti/fs, particularly one 
at Oxford, the firtt place where thefe fedi- 
tious mobs began, being animated and af- 
lifted by the fcholars of the univerfity. 
For on the 2gth of May, the day of the 
refloration of King Charles II. which tho’ 

it 
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it fell on the Lord’s day, did not hinder 
them from taking this opportunity to thew 
their difaffetion to the prefent govern- 
ment, and great rage againft the Prote/tant 
diffenters. They had pulled down the 
Prefbyterian mecting-place the night be- 
fore, and burnt the pulpit, and other parts 
of it, in a triumphant manner; and this 
evening they deftroyed the Baptifs and 
Quakers meeting-place after the like me- 
thod. 

THE Baptifis had only a room in a 
dwelling-houfe, but this would not pro- 
tect them from the fury of the bigh-church 
rabble, tho’ it was Felony to break into 
fuch a place. The man of the houfe was 
not at home, and his wife was put into fo 
great a fright, as brought her into a dan- 
gerous ficknefs. They contented not them- 
felves with deftroying the pulpit, forms, 
and other things, which they found in the 
room ufed for a meeting-place, but alfo 
rifled the whole houfe, and carried off f{e- 
veral of the houfhold goods, and pulled 
down the front of it, whereby thofe parts 
the family dwelt in lay open, and expofed 
to the weather ; fo that, as the man of the 
houfe himfelf declared, they did about 
forty pounds damage there. 

In a fhort time after there was publifh- 
ed by the fories a very partial and lying 
account of the Oxford mots, fuppofed to 
have been written by one cr more of the 
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{cholars of the univerfity. In. this they 
endeavour to do much more mifchief to 
the Baptifts, than that of deftroying the 
room they met in, by cafting fuch an odium 
upon them, as would, if true, have expo- 
fed them to the hatred of all fober people. 
The pafiage is fhort, tho’ full of malice. 
I will therefore fet it down in their own 
words. 
A bing. ‘ BeroreE this, fays the author of the 
fy ei pamphlet *, I fhould have told you, 
ford. that the rabble pulled down a room for- 
merly made ufe of by the Anabaptifts, 
near the caftle, tho’ lately, the fect has 
loft its name, as well as its credit here, 
by a famous prank of the laft teacher’s, 
who chriftened two wenches in. the 
morning, and was found in bed between 
* his new converts at night.’ 

To {fpread this fcandalous malicious fto- 
ry the more effectually, they put it at 
length n the title page, and publifhed it in 
three of the tory news papers +>. 

qhe fame UPON this, all the enquiry poflible was 
enjuted. made by the Baptift minifters at London, and 
they could find no foundation for it: The 
laft minifter that preached there, for fome 
time, was Mr. ‘fohn Toms, a worthy gen- 
tleman of an unblemifhed charaéter, and 
univerfally refpected as an honeft and fober 
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man, When he removed to. London, 
which was fome years before the few Bap- 
tifts that were at Oxford joined themfelves 
to the Baptif? church at Abingdon; fince 
which time they have only had a lecture at 
Oxford, on week days, fupplied one week 
by Mr. Collet, elder of the Bapti/t church 
at Coat ; and another week by Mr. Fuller, 
elder of the Bapri/? church at Abingdon. 
To the latter of thefe a letter was fent, 
acquainting him with this {candalous re- 
port, and defiring him to give what ac- 
count he could of the matter. 

In his anfwer he affured the minifters, 
that the charge was utterly falfe, ground- 
lefs, and malicjous ; that he fuppofed it to 
be -invented by 4e/*, and his matters, 
and that he thought it ought to be contra- 
dicted in the moft public papers ; and if it 
could be come at, to profecute the authors 
and publifhers of the fame. 

Soon after this the mafter of the houfe 
at Oxford, in which the Baptiffs kept 
their meeting, came to London. He was 
a member of the church of England, and 
never was a diffenter; he came to the 
monthly meeting of Baptz/? minifters at 
the Coffee-houfe in Fach-lane, where 
they enquired of him concerning this fcan- 
jalous report. He affured them, that he 
had lived in that place ¢wenty and two 
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years; that no minifter, that had preach~ 
ed there, ever lay under fuch a charge, 
and that he never fo much as heard of 
{uch a report as this, till now he came to 
London, and was told of thefe papers ; and 
of all this he offered to take his oath, if 
they defired it. 

Tue author of this lying pamphlet they 
could not find, no name being put there- 
to, and they found it not practicable to 
profecute the printer or publithers, becaufe 
there was no name, place, or time, put to 
the ftory; nor did they think fit to pub- 
lifh any confutation of it, becaufe the pa- 
pers were of no reputation, and continual- 
ty filled with fuch notorious lies; neither 
did they hear of any perfon of common 
fenfe or honefty, that gave any credit to it. 
However I thought fit to take this notice 
of it, left hereafter, when it might not be 
fo eafily confuted, fome author of greater 
note, fhould lick it up and publifh it, to 
expofe the Bapti/?s, as they have too oiten 
been ferved ; and fince the reverend Mr. 
Neale has {fo lately fet them an example, 
to revive this their defaming practice, } 
was willing to be aforehand with them, 

ANOTHER Bafti/i meeting-houfe fpoiled 
by the high-church rabble, was at Wrexham 
in Denbighfbire, on the 16th of ¥uly fol- 
lowing; here, as in moft places where 
they made thefe riots, they went firft to 
the Prefbyterians place, and demolithed 
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that, next they went to the Bapti/ts, and 
having gutted it, as they termed it, then 
they beat down the walls, and fo left the 
timber work ftanding. 

TuHeEse frequent tumults, under a pre- 
tence of {hewing their zeal for the church, 
and to infult the.diffenters, were the fore- 
runners of a very great rebellion in the 
nation again{t the King and government. 
Several thoufands in Scotland and Lan- 
cafbire took up arms for the pretender, and 
were headed by feveral of the nobility and 
gentry, who proclaimed him king of thefe 
realmis by the name of ‘fames III. in many 
places. But the manner of their rifing, 
the mifchiefs they did, and the fuccefs 
which God was pleafed to give his Maje- 
fty’s forces again{t them, are more proper 
for a ftate hiftory. It was happily quell’d 
by his Majefty’s wife counfels, and fuccef- 
ful arms, conducted by the duke of Argyle 
in Scotland, and the lord Carpenter in Eng- 
land, two contummate generals, trained to 
the art and glories of war from their youth ; 
carrying terror in their very names, and 
commanding victory where-ever they led 
fuch couragicus troops, under the aufpices 
of fo good a King. After this the iand was 
at reft ("bating fome {mall troubles, at the 
fubfiding of fuch a ferment) and the mo- 
derate feverity inflicted on fuch as were 
principals in the rebellion, deterr’d fome 
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from the like attempt, and reduced others 
to a better mind. 

I cANNOoT, upon the mention of a re- 
bellion, avoid the fenfation of that at Mun- 
fter in Germany, which has occurred to 
me in fo many pedobaptifts authors, who 
have improved it,.tho’ very unjuftly, to 
reflect an odum on all thofe who they are 
pleafed to ftile anabaptifts, notwithftand- 
ing the fame has been again and again fuf- 
ficiently confuted. All hiftorians about 
the feditions in Germany, confefs thus far 
ingenuoufly ; That the intolerable oppref- 
fions of the magiftrates then and there, 
was one great occafion of their rife and 
progrefs to that heighth which they at- 
tained. 

But this wnnatural rebellion (in which 
there was not one called an anabaptift ; 
nay, not fo much as one, as ever I could 
hear, that was a diffenter from the efta- 
blifhed church ; but it was wholly com- 
pofed of papifis, and members of the 
church of England) was the wicked de- 
fign and contrivance of fome years paft, 
and intended to fubvert the eftablithed go- 
vernment, and the good laws of this king- 
dom, to extirpate the true Profeffant reli- 
gion among us, and to deftroy its profef- 
jors, and inftead thereof to introduce and 
fettle popery and arbitrary power. Oh, 
horrid defign! what rivers of Frotefant 
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blood muft have been fpilt, had this 2n- 
natural conf{piracy taken effect? In which 
fuch great numbers of perfons, of different 
degrees and qualities, concerned them- 
felves, and acted, pretending an uncom- 
mon Zeal for the church of England, and 
uniting their endeavours, with profefled 
papifts, to accomplith it ; notwithftanding 
by a concurrence of many wonderful pro- 
vidences, it ,pleaied God to give a quiet 
and peaceable acceffion to his moft graci- 
ous Majefty to the throne of his anceftors ; 
to which he was received with one full 
voice, and confent of tongue and heart, 
and the united joy of every good fubject 
and good Proteffant, as their only lawful 
and rightful fovereign. And altho’ from 
the moment his Majefty afcended the 
throne, his reign had been one feries of 
wifdom, juftice, and clemency; his la- 
bours con{tant, unwearied, and {fuccefsful, 
to retrieve the honour and reputation of 
thefe nations, to eftablifh the trade, and 
recover the wealth of his kingdoms. And 
altho’ all imaginable encouragement had 
been given to the church of Exgland, and 
all tendernefs fhewn, even to his popz/h 
fubjects, and his conitant care had been 
to procure the univerfal good of his people ; 
yet, to delude, diforder, and corrupt the 
minds of his Majefty’s good fubjects, the 
moft groundiefs jealoufies were fomented 
againft his wife and happy adminiftration ; 
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and in many parts of his kingdoms, the 
moft unnatural, unexampled riots, and 
tumults, were procured, ftirred up, and 
encouraged, againft his peaceable Prote- 


ftant {abjects, under falfe pretences of zeal 


for the church of England. 

Tue lord high Steward thus concludes 
his excellent {peech made to /zx of the con- 
demned lords for this unnatural rebellion, 
previous to their fentence. ‘ I muft, fays 
‘ he, be fo juft to fuch of your lordfhips, 
“as profefs the religion of the church of 
© Rome, that you had one temptation, and 
* that a great one, to engage you in this 
© treafon, which the others had not; in 
* that it was evident, fuccefs on your part 
“ mult for ever have eftablifhed popery in 
‘ this kingdom, and that, probably, you 
© could never have again jo fair an oppor- 
‘tunity. But then, good God! How 
© muft thofe Pratefants be covered with 
* confufion, who enter’d into the fame 
* meafures, without fo much as capitula- 
* ting for their religion, that ever I could 
* find, from any examination I have feen, 
‘ or heard; or fo much as requiring, much 
* lefs obtaining, a frail promife, that it 
* fhould be preferved, or even tolerated,’ 

Ir is well known, that fome of thofe 
concerned in this unnatural rebellion, were 
once highly fatisfied with the juitnefsS of 
the Proteffant fucceflion, and fo continu- 
ed for fome confiderable time. How they 
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came to alter their fentiments, and join 
themfelves to the tory, jacobrte party, may, 
probably, be attributed to a reftlefs ambi- 
tion, which encreafed with their exalta- 
tion, And tho’ they had formed a defign, 
to fet afide the Proteffant fucceffion, in the 
illuftrious houfe of Hanover, thofe who 
were fufpected to be moft deeply concern- 
ed in it, bore their difappointment with a 
good grace. ‘They feemed as well fatif- 
fied with his Majefty’s peaceable acceffion 
to the throne, and attended the folemnity 
of his proclamation, with as chearful a 
countenance as any; tho’ fome will not 
ftick to fay, that there were many aking 
hearts, under fmiling and hypocritical 
countenances on that day. However that 
be, it is certain, that in a fhort time they 
recovered themfelves fo far from the fright, 
as to lay no fmall claim to the King’s fa- 
vour. 

‘Tue King (fays the reverend Mr. 
‘ Stackhoufe *) they gave out, intended to 
‘ become an univerfal father to his people, 
‘and not to carefs any particular party ; 
‘ his religion, faid they, was neareft akin 
‘to the church of England, and moft 
‘ confonant to thofe high doctrines in it, 
‘ that they profeffed ; and the form of his 
‘ government abroad could not but coun- 
« tenance their notions of paffive obedience, 


* Life of Dr. Atterbury, sate bifbop of Rochetter, p. 72. 
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and other exaltations of the royal prero- 
gative ; upon thefe prefumptions they 
promifed themfelves an equal fhare, if 
not a fuperiority above their fellow-fub- 
jects, in the King’s affections; and ac- 
cordingly none were fpeedier in their 
congratulations, and warmer in their ob- 
lations of fervice than they. ‘The lord 
vifcount Bo—g—Ze was not only one, 
that firft figned the royal proclamation, 
but fent an early account thereof to the 
court of Hanover, with great expreffions 
of joy, and tenders of his duty; how- 
ever, he came foon after to be removed 
from his office of fecretary of ftate. The 
earl of M. writ an artful letter to 
his Majefty, dated Aug. 30. 1714. O.S. 
defiring him not to credit any mifrepre- 
fentation, which party hatred might poffi- 


‘ bly make of him, but to accept him for 


as faithful and dutiful a fubjeCtand fervant, 
as ever any of his family had been to 
the crown, or himfelf to his late miiftrefs 
the Queen. 

¢ Tue duke of Or d went to wait 
upon the King in all the ftate and mag- 
nificence imaginable, upon his frft land- 
ing at Greenwich, and even out-did him- 
felf, as well as the reft of the nobility, 
in the f{plendor of his equipage, to tefti- 
fy his greater reverence and refpe€t; but 
was foon given to underftand, that his 
Majefty had no longer occafion for his 
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fervice in the quality of captain-general, 
but would be glad to fee him at court. 
©THE earl of Ox -d, tho’ he was 
not in company the night the King land- 
ed, was one of the earlieft next morn- 
ing, in hopes of a kinder reception, from 
‘the fenfe of fome fecret practices ; but it 
was with much ado that he obtained the 
bare honour of kiffing his hand, without 
ever changing one word with his Majetty. 
Nay, the very bifhop of Rochefter, foon 
after the coronation was over, offered to 
prefent the King (with fome view no 
doubt, of {tanding better in his favour) 
with the chair of ftate, and royal canopy, 
his perquifites, as dean of Weftminfter ; 
but the offer being rejected, with fome 
neglect, 1¢ ftuck to his heart, I have 
been told, and turned to refentment and 
indignation. 
‘ THeEse inftances of infinuation, and 
ready addrefs to his Majefty, adds he, I 
thought proper-to mention, in order to 
let my reader fee, that pride, ambition, 
and a difappointed hope, were the true 
motives of {uch mens difaffection. That 
the greateft forces in the nation would 
have ferved his Majefty very willingly, 
had he continued them in their offices, 
and adminiftrations ; that they then be- 
gun to meditate a revolt, when they 
found their prince’s favour alienated, and 
places of power and emolument confer 
Lo g2 “ted 
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red on others. That the pretender con- 
fequently owes them no great thanks for 
their prefent allegiance to him, when 
the firft fruits of it were fo liberally of- 
fered to another; has no great reafon to 
depend on their fidelity, who have made 
him no more than a centre to their dif- 
euft, and a common refuge in diftrefs ; 
nor any confidence to place in their fer- 
vices, which fpring from neceflity more 
than choice, and may at any time be 
withdrawn by any act of grace, and re- 
vocation of attainders. 


© Qui tali auxthio, et defenfortbus tftts 
¢ Indiget, ille mifer. 


The party finding themfelves thus exclu- 
ded from the King’s favour, and deftitute 


took themfelves to another mafter. Bo--ke 
and Or--d made their efcapes into France, 
and thence threaten’d England with a fud- 
den invafion. The earl of AJ—- went into 
the highlands of Scot/and, and there began 
a formal rebellion, offer in Northum- 


| berland was actually in arms, and many 


more con{pirators were ripe for an infur- 
rection, "Phe pretender’s declaration art- 
fully enough penned, and adapted to the 
prevailing difcontents of the nation, was 
pofted up in moft market towns, and in 
tome places his title proclaimed, 
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I cannor but obferve here, how thefe 
Facobites have now affumed to themfelves 
a new character, by which they would be 
diftinguifhed, tho’ their defign is only to 
poifon his Majefty’s loyal {ubjeéts, and 
draw them into their party. I mcan, that 
of calling themfelves the country party, 
and pretending to be in the country inte- 
re{t. A glorious character indeed! But, 
Can the Ethiotian change his frin? What 
can be expected from a party, at the head 
whereof are fome, who from their moft 
early appearance in public have diftin- 
guifhed themfelves in oppofition to the 
Protefiant eftablifhment, and ftrove to 
prevent the fucceffion in the illuftrious 
houfe upon the throne ; and are the fame 
who gave countenance and {upport to the 
defigns of our enemies abroad, and who 
have been ready, upon every occafion, to 
foment our divifions at home; who under 
the once favourite name of Torzes were 
zealous enough to rifque themfelves and 
fortunes, in forwarding the defigns and 
views of Rome, to introduce the pretender 
upon the throne of thefe kingdoms. Thefe 
are they, whofe refentment againft the 
public meafures of the government has al- 
ways increafed, as a concern for the liber- 
ties, and prefervation of our prefent con- 
{titution has increafed in the adminiftra- 
tion. It is well known, they were warm 
promoters of the meafures taken in the 
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laft four years of the reign of her late Ma- 
jefty Queen Amze, and have been zealous 
affertors of the expediency of thofe mea- 
fures ever fince ; and they are they, that 
would not allow us the liberty of inftruct- 
ing our ownchildren. Thefe are the gen- 
tlemen Caleb would fain perfuade us, are 
now our friends, and in the intereft of our 
country. But let us wifely beware of 
them, and not truft them, till time, and 
inconteftible experience fhews, they are 
loyal to his Majefty, and grateful to his 
miniftry ; who have nothing more at heart, 
than the true intereft of Great Britain. 

To return to our hiftory. On the 18th 
of Aug. 1715. the reverend Mr. Yonathan 
Owen, an Independent minifter, renounced 
the error of znfant /prinkling, and was bap- 
tized by Mr. Richard Adams. We wasa 
man of good report, and had been very 
famous among the Independents, for his 
folid and orthodox preaching. Several 
years he had been the elder of a large con- 
gregational church in Deadmans place, 
Southwark, and was very much followed ; 
but upon a difference arifing betwixt him 
and his people, they parted by confent, 
atter which he preached for fome time to 
a much lefsaffembly, ata hall in the city. 
He was now about fthreefcore years of age, 
and had a fufficient eftate of his own to 
maintain him. He declared, that he had 
for fome years been attended with doubts 


about 
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about the lawfulnefs of infant baptifin, but 
declined examining the controverfy, or 
giving way to the convictions of his own 
mind about it. Immediately after his bap- 
tifm he preached a fermon to thofe that 
were prefent, from thefe words, Who hold Rom. i. 
the truth in unrighteoufnefs. And endea- 18. 
voured to {hew, what is meant by the 
truth ; wihiat it is for men to hold it in un- 
righteou{nefs; whence it is they are fo 
prone to do thus; and the great fin and 
danger of their fo doing. In the applica- 
tion of this difcourfe he took occafion to 
acknowledge, that he had himfelf for fome 
years been guilty of this fin, ftifling thofe 
convictions and ftruggles he had in his own 
mind, concerning the true gofpel bapti/m ; 
and added further, that fome circumftan- 
ces with refpect to his miniftry of late, had 
occafioned his looking more particularly 
into this controverfy, and that by prayer, 
and confulting the word of God, he was 
convinced, that bapti/m belonged only to 
believers, and was to be performed by zm- 
merfion; and that, next to thefe means, 
his conviction was owing to that unan- 
fwerable book of Dr. Gales, entitled, Re- 
frections on Mr, Wall’s Hiftory of infant 
baptifmn. 

Tuo this gentleman was not fo popular 
and famous, as he had been in his younger 
days, yet the change of his judgment and 


practice in the point of infant baptifm, 
L 4 made 
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made a great noife in the town, and feve- 
ral of the Pedobaptifis caft many uncha- 
ritable reflections upon him. Among the 
reft, the fcurrilous author of the Weekly 
“fournal joined, who was very careful to 
pick up any thing which he could make 
a {tory of to expofe and banter the diffen- 
ters. He thought fit to publifh an account 
of this matter to entertain the town; tho’ 
he does it with many miftakes, as well as 
great profanenefs of wit, in his paper of 
the 17th of Sept. following. ‘ A great 
bewailing, fays he, lately fell among the 
Independents, who frequent the meeting- 
houte in Deadman’s place, for the lofs of 
Fouathan Owen, who turned Anabapiit, 
‘and left the cure of their fouls to Mr. 
Killinghall, an excellent artitt at foyners 
‘ work. However, Mr. Owe dived over 
head and ears at Horfely-down; but has 
rifen again, and got fate out of the wa- 
ters, wherein he only purified himfelf 
in the tub of falvation. -He is now to 
be feen at Pewterers-ball in Lime-ftreet, 
where any thai would be converted, may 
hear him uttering the following, and 
fuch like ejaculations. My eyes begin te 
be opened, and I declare, that I have 
{tood again{t the Gofpel light above ¢hzr- 
ty years; but into the vineyard, lo! I 
am come, at the eleventh hour, to 
{queeze fome of the fruitful grapes.’ 


Tris 
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Tus was from a party of men from 
whom the Bapti/ts could expect no better 
treatment, and therefore troubled not 
themfelves to confute the lies and banter 
in that fcurrilous pamphlet. But foon af- 
ter this they were attacked upon this head 
from quarters of more reputation, who, 
like the reverend Mr. Neal, muft have 
but little charity for the Bapti/ts, feeing 
they turned up fuch a ftory to expofe, the 
Baptifts, or rather the Wf of zmmerfion. 
For a letter was fent from Bewdley in Wor- 
ceflerfhire, afluring the minifters at Lon- 
don, that it was a common report among 
the Pre/byterians and Independents in thofe 
parts, that Mr. Owen had liked to have loft 
his life by his new baptifm; and that there 
was but an zucb between death and him; 
in which they were defired to fend down 
an account of that matter, becaufe the 
Pedobaptifts made a great noife about it, 
and caft feveral refleCtions upon their way 
of baptizing. 

Tuis ftory is fo like Mr. Neal's, re- 
fpecting Mr. Oates, that it feems to me to 
be from the farhe original; but, however, 
I won’t be pofitive, there may be likenefs 
and different origins; and I would hope 
Mr. Neal had no hand in it. But in an- 
fwer to this {tory the following certificate 
was drawn up and figned, and fent as 
defired, 


WHERE- 
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MS. penes ¢ HEREAS we are informed, that a 


me. 


i report is fpread abroad, that when 
‘ Mr. Yonathan Owen, late Independent 
‘ minifter, was baptized by zmmerfion, he 
‘ was in great danger of his life, and that 
* there was but an inch between him and 
‘ death, as they exprefs it. We whofe 
‘ names are under written, being prefent 
‘ at the adminiftration, do teftity, that the 
‘ faid report is utterly falfe, and that his 
‘ baptifin was performed with great decen- 
‘cy and fafety; and immediately after 
‘ Mr. Owen himfelf both prayed and 
* preached to the {pectators prefent. Wit- 
* nefs our hands, 


© Rich. Adams, adminiftrator, 
© Humpbrys, © Mark Key, 
< Matthews, © Benj, Stinton.’ 


I FIND in this year a generous gift of a 
worthy gentleman of the Baptz/? perfua- 
fion, to the poor of the feveral churches of 
this denomination. He employed the re- 
verend Mr. Benjamin Stinton as his almo- 
ner. ‘The letter of advice given with the 
money, will fhew the nature and extent of 
this charity, and may be an example wor- 
thy the imitation of thofe, whom God has 
fo bleffed as to render able. I fhall there- 
fore infert it; and it was as followeth. 


OcTOBER 
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OcTOBER 2. 1715. One hundred Gui- 
neas delivered to Mr. Benjamin Stinton by 
Tho. Hollis. 

_ Mr. Stinton is entreated to pay to the 
Deacons of the feveral churches under- 
written, the fums annexed to their names; 
and the deacons are defired to receive it as 
an extra gift to their poor, with the advice 
of their minifter. And if they pleafe to 
give a lift of the names, and how diftri- 
buted; figned by the Deacons, and wit- 
nefied by the minifter, if he pleafes. 

Churches. onl To whom Paid. 
Mr. Hodges’'s- - 10 Mr. Grange. 
Mr. Allens’s - - 10 Mr. Darby. 
Mr. Stinton’s- - 10 Mr. Atkins. 
Mr. Elliot's - - 10 Mr. Alling. 
Mr. Wallin’s- - 10 Mr. Tickner. 
Mr. Noble’s - - 10 Mr. Staples. 


Mr. Reess- - - 5 Mr. Borrows. 
Mr. Harrifon’s- 5 Mr. Perkins 

Mr. Parkess-- 5 Mr. Eaton. 

Mr. Wilfon’s,late 5 Mr. Sharp. 

Mr. Skeep’s- -- 5 Mr. Watfon. 
Mr, Savages-- 5 Mr. Harper. 
Mr. Douglass - 5 Mr. Chamberlain. 
Mr. Adamss-- 5 Mr. Toms. 


In this year alfo, two of the Baptz/t 
congregations at London, whofe elders had 
been removed by death, were fupplied 

with 
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with others. One was the church that 
meets in Littl Wild-ftreet near Lincoln’s- 
Inn Fields, which had been fome years 
under the care of the reverend Mr. ohn 
Piggott ; they chofe for his fucceffor Mr, 
Tho. Harrifon, whofe father and grand- 
father had both been elders of Baptz/t 
churches; he was folemnly ordained by 
prayer, and impofition of hands, Aprz/ 18. 
Mr.Tho. 1715. “The other was the church that 
ae had been gathered by Mr. Ekas Keach, 
wre" fon of the famous Mr. Benjamin Keach ; 
but their laft paftor was Mr, ‘fobn Nichols, 
They had for fome years met in Goodman’s 
Fields, at a large meeting-houfe erected 
for them; but were now removed to a 
{mall meeting-houfe in Angel-alley in 
Whitechapel. ‘Thefe chofe Mr. Tho. Ridg- 
qway, who was on the goth of Odober fet 
apart, without the laying on of the hands 
of the elders, according to the ufage of fe- 

veral independent churches in England. 
Anno In the year 1716, one Thomas Ely, a 
t716. ~~ Baptift minifter, conformed to the church 
pany, of England, and was ordained by the bi- 
the ch. of {hop of London. He had been a very 
England. troublefome man, and guilty of feveral 
diforders; one while profeffing the Armi- 
nian or Remonftrants {cheme; another 
while a zealous Ca/vini/? ; and while he 
was a Bapti/i minifter, ttood Godfather to 
the child of a rich relation, from whom 
he had fome expectations. When he was 
accufed 
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accufed of this he denied the fact, tho’ 
the clergyman, the midwife, and the 
nurfe, teflified it. He was firft a member 
of Mr. Gzmmit’s congregation in Moorfields, 
but not meeting with that encouragement 
there which he expected, he removed to 
that church of which Mr. Douglas was 
paftor, where he was alfo difappointed ; 
and after fome time brought under the 
cenfure of the church for lying. After 
this, upon Mr, Pzggorr’s deceafe, he en- 
deavoured to procure himfelf chofen elder 
of that congregation, but not fucceeding 
in this, he caufed a divifion in the church, 
and fet up a meeting at a little diftance, 
with fuch perfons whom he had prevailed 
upon, by his preaching, and infinuating 
converfation. When he wanted to be or- 
dained elder over this {mall number, he 
firft applied himfelf to the Ca/vinz/? mini- 
fters to do it; they refufing, he next at- 
tempted to prevail on the “rmznzan elders 
to grant it to him; but none of the mini- 
fters in London, who were acquainted with 
his character and conduct, would be con- 
cerned in it, At laft he perfuaded two or 
three country minifters, who came out of 
Buckinghamfbire, to do it. But in about 
a year’s time, finding that his number did 
not encreafe much, and that there was no 
great gain to be made in this-way, he was 
refolved to try his fortune in the eftablith- 
ed church; and upon application to the 

bifhop 
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bithop of London was admitted into orders, 
and found it eaficr to get an ordination in 
that church, than among the defpifed 
Baptifts. 

AT a meeting of the conimittee of the 
three denominations of the diffenters, it 
was agreed, that it was proper to encreafe 
the fanibet of the faid committee, there 
being frequently a difappointment when 
a meeting was fummoned, by reafon- of 
ficknefs, or perfons being out of town, Ge. 
It was malts concluded, ae the Lape 
fhould be two of en denomination, 
which was accordingly recommended to 
the feveral bodies, who agreed with the 
committee. The Pref leshia tans choofing 
three (Dr. Waihams ieee de: ad) who were 
Mr. Chriftopoer Taylor, '. Yohn Evans, 
and Mr. Sati. The sre facade ts chat 
Mr. Neal, anc TMr. Ridg/y; and, the 
Baptifts heGie Mr. 4breabhcit Maulliner, and 
Mr. ‘fobn Noble. 

In this year a puolicle charity was pro- 
moted among the Baptifts. Several French 
minifters, refugees i in cur nation for their 
religion, nie application tothem for relief, 
They being very ancient, having no con- 
gregation, and by reaion of the changes in 
publick affairs, were deprived of the al- 
lowance they ad to have from the go- 
vernment, they reprefented their cafe in 
the following letter, which two or three of 
them brought to the Baptift minifters, at 

their 
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their ufual meeting, at the Hanover Coffee- 
houfe in Finch-lane. 


To the reverend our moft honoured brethren, 
the paftors and minifters of the baptized 
congregations, 

HE French minifters, banifhed their 

native country for the caufe of their 
holy religion, humbly reprefent to you, 
that in the year 1696, the court having 
fufpended for fome time, the fubfiftence 
which ufed to be granted them, they were 
obliged to apply themfelves, to the chari- 
ty of their moft honoured brethren, the 
minifters of the baptized churches, who 
liberally affifted them in their neceflities. 

At prefent being afflicted with the fame, 

or greater neceflities than ever, by having 

been entirely forfaken for the laft two 

years and half of the Queen’s reign, and a 

year and half of King George’s, they take 

the liberty again to implore your Chriftian 
and brotherly affiftance, humbly befeech- 
ing you, if there is any confolation in 

Chrift, if any comfort of charity, if any 

communion of {pirit, if any cordial afte- 

tions, you would compleat our joy in af- 
fifting us, in fuch manner as your piety and 
charity fhall judge proper. Our great 
ages, and continual infirmities, warning us 
every day of our approaching end, giveth 
us juft caufe to believe, that this fhall be 
the laft time we fhall addrefs our felves to 

you, 


se, 
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you, at leaft in the like cafe. In the mean 
time we pray the Almighty to blefs your 
perfons, your families, and your churches, 
with all bleffings temporal and eternal, 
which is the ardent and fincere prayers of, 


At London, Bacon, 77 years old, 
30 Fu)» Francis Gronguet, aged 74 years, 
1716. DERIK 
n. fames Solixbac,82 years old, 
Samuél Vebard, 84 years old, 


added by another hand, Monf. Gomare. 


Tue minifters, after enquiry had been 
made concerning the men, and their cir- 
cumftances, agreed to collect fomething 
for them. ive of the churches collected 
for them 13/7. 7's. but how much was col- 
lected in the whole I do not find. 

In this year the Baprtift Church at Tur- 
ners Hall: chote Mr. bo. Dewhurft for 
their paftor, and had him folemnly. fet 
apart to that office, according to the ufage 
of the congregational churches. Their 
former paftor, Mr. Edcnezer Wilfon hav- 
ing been dead near ¢wo years, a brief ac- 
count of whom I hall give in the chapter 
of the Baptz/? minifters, 

Towarps the end of this year, a letter 
was fent from the Baptz/? churches in Pen- 

fllvania.in America, wherein they gave a 
large and particular account of the begin- 
ing and progrefs of the Gofpel in thofe 
parts, the prefent number of their churches, 
the names and circumftances of their mini- 


{ters, 
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fters, with feveral other particulars which 
I have taken notice of in Vol. I. p. 122. 
And whereas they alfo defired, to keep up 
a correfpondence with the Bapfz/? minifters 
in England, and particularly thofe at Lon- 
don ; and that they would affift them with 
money, bdoks, &c. for the prefervation, 
and further promoting of the truth in 
thofe parts. This letter was communica- 
ted to the minifters at their monthly meet- 
ing, and each elder that would had a copy 
of it to lay before their congregations; and 
two generousgentlemen being acquainted 
with the matter, v2. Mr. Tho. Hollis, 
Mr. ohn Taylor, the one fent twelve of 
Mr. Burkit’s Annotations on the New Te- 
ftament, direCting, that each minifter in 
thofe parts might have one. The other 
fent about fwenty pounds worth of older 
books, with feveral of the Baptz/fs cate- 
chifms, to be difpofed of as the miniftry 
fhould think proper. And the elders at 
London fent the following epiitle in return 
to the letter, along with the faid books, 
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To the elders and churches of “fefius Chrift at 
Penfilvania zz America, baptized upon 
profeffion of their faith, “the elders of the 
baptized churches in and about London 
send greeting. 


Honoured, and beloved brethren, 

WE received yours of the 2oth of Fuly 

1715. and were not a little pleafed 
with that particular account you therein 
give. us of the beginning and progrefs of 
the Gofpel in thofe parts of the world, 
and of the number-and prefent {tate of the 
churches, for which we return you our 
hearty thanks. We have not «all had op- 
portunity yet to read it:in our feveral con- 
gregations, but defign fo to do at a conve- 
nient time. We rejoice to hear of your 
welfare, and blefs God that. he has en- 
abled you, by his grace, to ftand faft in 
the truth, againit all oppofition ; and that 
after fo many troubles and temptations, 
moft of you are fettled again in peace, and 
bleffed. with an able ane fucce{sful  mini- 
ftry. May you continually go on with 
the fame zeal.and courage, and we, fhall 
not fail to offer up our Hacebs prayers to 
God, for your farther eftablifhment inthe 
faith, and comforts of the Gofpel. And 
as'we have abundant reafon to believe the 
reprefentation you make, of the difficul- 
ties and. hardfhips which you ftill labour 


under ; 
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under ; fo we affure you, of our readinefs 
to do any thing in our power for the ad- 
vancement of the Gofpel, and promoting 
the truths of Jefus Chrift among you. 
We have recommended your cafe to two 
generous gentlemen, Mr. Tho. Hollis, and 
Mr. ‘Fobn Taylor, who have, for your pre- 
fent encouragement, fent-over a parcel of 
books, which we hope will come fafe to 
your hands, and be diftributed as they 
Have directed. As. to a fund for the fupport 
of the miniftry, we have not yet been able 
to raife any fuch thing for the benefit of 
the churches in Ezgland; tho’ our inte- 
reft has fuffered very much in fome parts 
of this kingdom for want of it; fo that 
there cannot, at prefent, be any thing of 
this nature expected. However, if it 
fhould pleafe God to blefs our churches 
with rich and generous members, we 
fhould gladly encourage a fund for the 
promoting the-Gofpel in foreign parts, as 
we find there is among fome other deno- 
minations of Prote/tfants. For the prefent, 
we heartily embrace your propofal of keep- 
ing up a correfpondence by letters, and 
fhall be very ready to negotiate any affairs 
for you, relating to the istereft of religion, 
either with particular perfons, or the go- 
vernment. We hope you enjoy a full li- 
berty for the exercife of your religion, and 
live in peace and amity with the other de- 
nominations of diffenters, as, blefled be 
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God, we do here, and have a hopeful 


profpect of its continuance. And we re~ 
commend it to you as our advice, that fou 
would endeavour after as great an union 
and correfpondence with thotle of different 
perfuafions, as the truths you profefs will 
permit of ; but efpecizlly, that you care- 
fully maintain love and union among your 
felves, and kcep up your afiociate meet- 
ings for that purpofe. And now, bre- 
thren, we commend you to God, and to 
the. word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an imbheri- 
tance among all them which are fanctified, 
and remain, 


London, Your brethren in the fatth and 
a fellowfeip of the Gofpel. 


P.S. Pleafe to direct your letters to Mr. 
Benjamin Stinton, at Hor/fely-down, in 
Southwark, 


Tus was figned by the body of Bapzti/? 
minifters in general, who then met toge- 
ther once a month, to confult and take 
care of the intereft of the whole, without 
any diftinétion, A laudable practice, and 
worthy to be revived ; for our Lord himfelf 
has obferved, That a hou/e divided againft 
itfelf cannot fiand. 

Towarps, the end of this year, the 
Baptifierion at Mr. Allen's meeting-place 
in Barbican was finifhed, There had been 


great 
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great want of a convenient and handfome 
place to baptize in for many years, and af- 
ter many enquiries and conf{ultations, this 
was fixed upon as the moft convenient 
place ; the meeting-houfe being very large, 
and a large empty {pace behind it, fit to 
be turned into convenient rooms for the 
minifter, and perfons to be baptized, to 
drefs and undrefs in. The perfons who 
took upon themfelves the management of 
this affair, and to defray the charges of it, 
were Tho. and ‘fohn Hollis, efgs; both 
Baptifts, tho’ members of an independent 
congregation. And here I muft beg leave 
to obferve, becaufe Mr. Nea/ is pleafed to 
charge the Baptz/ts with narrownefs of fpi- 
rit, for refufing unbaptzzed perfons into 
their communion, that the cafe between 
the Baptifts and the Independents, upon 
this head, vaftly differ. A Bapii/t cannot 
hold /prinkling, pouring, or any kind of 
wathing, befides dipping, to be daptz/m, 
till it be fairly proved from {cripture or an- 
tiquity. We have a cloud of witnefles, 
even Pedobaptifts, who were never under 
Mr. Neal’s cloud, as he was pleafed, by 
way of contempt, to term {cripture-bap- 
tifm, that affirm Immerfion is baptifm, and 
was fubmitted to by our Lord himfelf, and 
practifed by his Apoftles, Now, the Jn- 
dependents can make no objections againtft 
receiving into their churches perfons who 
have fubmitted to the /cripture-baptt/m. 
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And as they are the neareft of the reform- 
ed churches to the Bapti/fs, and once in- 
cluded them, ’tis no wonder they ftill re- 
tain among them fome of that perfuafion. 
I do not know, whether Mr. Neal has 
any of that denomination with him, pro- 

ably if he had, the Bapfz/?s right have 
had a juft, inftead of an unjuft reprefenta- 
tion of their character and fufferings. 

THE Independents muft be owned to be 
a worthy and pious people, truly Chriitian, 
and fuch who ftood up, in the worft of 
times, for the civil and religious liberties of 
the people, Choofing rather to fuffer affit- 
Eftons with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleafures of fin for a feafon. .But whe- 
ther it would not be more to the credit 
and reputation of baptized believers, to 
ftrengthen the churches of their own per- 
fuafion, by uniting with them, I {hall 
leave to God and their own con{ciences. 
But to return, 

Tus Baptifterion, or ciftern, is fixed 
juft before the pulpit, the fides and bot- 
tom of which are made with good polithed 
ftone, and round the top is put.a kirb.of 
marble, about a foot wide ; and round it, at 
about.a.foot or two diftance, is fet up an 
iron-rail, -of handfome cypher work ;. un- 
dei the pulpit are the ftairs that lead down 
into it;and’ at the. top of thefe are two 
folding doors, which open into the three 
rooms behind the. meeting-houfe, which 

are 
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are large, and handfomely wainfcotted. 
Under one of thefe rooms there is a well, 
funk down to the {pring of water; at the 
top of this there is a leaden pump fixed, 
from which a pipe goes into the bafon, 
near the top of it, by which it is filled with 
water; at the bottom of the bafon there is 
a brafs plug, from whence there goes ano- 
ther pipe into the faid well, to empty it 
again. 

THE charge of making this Baptzfterzon, 
and repairing the meeting-houfe, to make 
it fit for this ufe, amounted to more than 
Six hundred pounds; and all that were to 
have liberty to ufe it, had licenfe granted 
them in manner following. 


Minories, Nov, 20, 1716. 


Mr. Yobn Kinch, 
Mr. Rich. Drew, 
Mr. ‘fobn Darby, 


Gentlemen, 


CcorpinG to the power referved to 

to us, in our articles of agreement 
with you, we do hereby give free licenfe 
to Mr. -———- to baptize in the Baptiftory 
in your meeting-place, and to make ufe of 
the pulpit, and conveniencies prepared for 
that purpofe, fo often as he may have oc- 
cafion, at all convenient times, paying two 
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fhillings a perfon to be baptized. Witnefs 

our hands, 
Tho. Hollis, 
Fobn Hollis, 


Tuts certificate is carried to one of the 
perfons abovementioned, and entered into 
a book for that purpofe ; in which there 
is alfo kept a regifter of all the perfons 
names there baptized, and by whom. 

THo’ the two gentlemen above named 
took on them the ordering and directing 
this affair, and referved to themfelves the 
power of determining, who fhould have 
liberty to ufe the place; yet they did not 
defign to be at the whole charge, efpeci- 
ally when they found itamount to fo great 
afum. ‘Therefore, with what the con- 
gregaticn, whofe meeting-houfe it was, 
were oblized to pay, ‘bya contract made 
at firft, there was, upon-application made, 
after it was finifhed, to the feveral bapti- 
zed churches in and about Landon, raifed 
towards this charge, oe hundred thirty and 
Jeven pounds ; and the aforefaid gentlemen 
paid the reit. 

Mr. Fenathan Qwen, of whofe bapti/m 
mention is made in the preceeding year, 
being about to remove to Brifol; the Lon- 
don minifters being defired fo to do, fent 
the following letter of recommendation 


with him, 
To 
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To our honoured, and well beloved brother, 
Mr. Andrew Gifford. 


Dear Sir, 

EING informed, that Mr. Fonathan 

Owen has lately been at Brz/ffol, and 
having preached feveral times to. your con- 
gregation, they have thought fit to call 
him to take a part of the miniftry with you 
in that church; and that he is now about 
to remove himfelf and effects from London 
to Briftol. But, that in order to a more 
full and entire fatisfaction, you have de- 
fired to have a teffimonial from the London 
minifters concerning Lim. We therefore, 
whofe names are underwritten, ‘think our 
felves obliged, in anfwer to your defire, 
and in juttice to Mr. Owen, to give you 
the following account. 

He has for many years been a Pedobap- 
tiff minifter, among thofe of the congre- 
gational perfuafion, and for a confider- 
able time had the care of a large and flou- 
rifhing church of that denomination ;: and 
always, to the beft of our knowledge, be- 
haved himfelf fuitable to his holy profef- 
fion, as a chriftian, and his character, as 
a minifter. He has, of late, pnblickly 
renounced his zzfant-bapti/m, and was on 
the 18th of Aug. 1715. baptized by our 
honoured brother Mr. Richard Adams, in 


the prefence of feveral other minifters ; 
fince 
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fince which he has received the Lord’s 
fupper, with the church meeting in De- 
vonfhire fquare, and preached to divers of 
our congregations with approbation. We 
hope he may be very ferviceable to the in- 
tereft of Chrift, and particularly of that 
truth by which we are diftinguifhed. We 
conclude with our hearty prayers, that the 
Lord may blefs and fucceed your labours 
together, and commend both him afd you 
unto God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all them which 
are fanctified, and remain, 


Your brethren in the faith, and 
Sellow/hip of the Gofpel, 


Benj. Stinton, Rich. Adams, 
Edw,Wallin, Nath. Hodges,and others. 


In the beginning of the year 1717. the 
Proteftant diflenting minifters agreed to 
prefent another addrefs to his Majetfty. 
Tho’ they had prefented one foon after the 
breaking out of the rebellion, yet they had 
prefented none upon the fuppreffion of it, 
when moft corporations, and public bodies 
of men, throughout his Majefty’s domi- 
nions did it. Now they had an opportu- 
nity to wait upon his Majefty with greater 
advantages than before ; his Majefty being 
newly returned from his hereditary domi- 
nions in Germany, anda plot concerted be- 

tween 
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tween the Swedes, and fome of our English 
“facobites, to invade the nation, was dif- 
covered. After it was agreed that they 
fhould go up with an addrefs, they had 
more difficulties and ftruggles before they 
could agree upon one, than ufual. Some 
were for having them {peak plainly of the 
hardfhips the Diffenters lay under, and of 
the little regard that was had to them, not- 
withitanding their ftedfaft loyalty to his 
Majefty, and zeal for his houfe and inte- 
reft, Others thought, that an addrefs of 
this nature would come better from the 
Laity than the miniters. An addrefs 
therefore, without any complaints, or re- 
fle€tions, was drawn up by the committee, 
and afterwards pafled the zpprobation of 
the whole body ; but by the contrivance of 
fome a ftop was put to its being carried up. 
THE committee was again called toge- 
ther, and it was agreed, that a new one 
fhould be drawn up, and that fome gentle- 
men of the /azty fhould be invited inio the 
committee, to affift on the public occa- 
fions. ‘Thus thefe gentlemen began tq fee 
the expediency of having judicious laymen 
joined with them, to afiift in the manage- 
ment of public affairs; and had they fixed 
upon a number fufficient to have been a 
ballance in their debates, I doubt not, but 
much trouble might have been faved to 
them. But they agreed, that the Pre/by- 
terians Should choofe but three, and the 
others 
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others ¢wo'each. Accordingly the Pre/by- 
terians chofe Mr. Barrington, Mr. Grey 
Nevil, and Mr. Atwood ; the Independents 
chofe Mr. Gould and Mr. Hollis; and the 
Baptifts chofe Mr. Goddard and Mr. Mar- 
low. 

Tuese gentlemen met with the com- 
mittee, and agreed to advife and affift, but 
not to join in going up with the addrefs. 
An addrefs therefore was prepared in the 
name of the diffenting muinifters only, as 
ufual ; and after it had received the appro- 
bation of the whole body, was prefented 
to his Majefty by Dr. Calamy, attended 
with ¢we/ve more of the minifters, four 
of each denomination ; and the next day 
after it was publifhed ip the Gazette, with 
his Majefty’s anfwer to it, as followeth. 


St. Fames’s, March 4. this day the Pro- 
teftant diffenting minifters, of the feveral 
denominations in and about the cities of 
London and Weftminfter, being introduced 
by the right honourable Mr. fecretary 
Stanhope, prefented the following humble 
addre{s to his Majefty. 


« Fa 


Sad 
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‘ To the King’s moft excellent Mayefty, 


The humble Addre/s of the Proteftant dif~ 
« fenting minifters, of the feveral deno- 
‘ minations, in and about the cities of 
* London and Weitminfter. 
‘ May rt pleafe your Majefty, 
ay HO’ we are very ambitious of pro- 
fefling the allegiance and duty we 
owe to your Majefty, on every occafion ; 
yet we never make thefe profeflions with 
greater readinefs and alacrity, than when 
your Majeity’s government is unhappily 
threaten’d with any difturbance at home, 
or from abroad. Such occafions giving 
us the beft opportunity to expres that 
zeal and fidelity, by which we are al- 
ways defirous to be diftinguifhed. As 
we offered up conftant prayers to al- 
mighty God, for the fafety of your Ma- 
jefty’s perfon, while you was abroad, and 
have fince fent up our humble thanks, 
for your Majefty’s fafe return to thefe 
your dominions; fo we reckon it our 
creat felicity, among the reft of your 
faithful fubjects, that your Majefty is in 
this your kingdom, before a rebellion, 
concerted between a reffle/s faction, and 
fome foreign minifters, was to break 
out. 
‘ We congratulate your Majefty, with 
all humility, on the fuccefs of your 
* coune 
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councils abroad, which tends to fecure 
your perfon and government, from the 
malicious defigns of your enemies; and 
that, as your Majefty, upon vifiting your 
hereditary countries, faw fome branches 
of your royal family in health, fo, upon 
your return from them, you found your 
kingdoms in peace and tranquility, by 
the prudent adminiftration of his royal 
highnefs the prince of Wales; and her 
royal highnefs the princefs, recovered 
from a danger, which gave all your Ma- 
jefty’s good fubjects the utmoft anxiety 
and concern. 
‘ We take liberty, to return your Ma- 
jefty our moft dutiful thanks, for thofe 
privileges which we enjoy in common 
with the reftof your fubjects under your 
government, by which the honour, 
commerce, and credit of this nation, are 
fo far retrieved and improved, and its 
fecurity fo much advanced; arid alfo, 
for the fteps which your Majefty has 
been pleafed to take towards repairing 
the damages, which feveral of our per- 
fuafion fuftered by the late rebellious tu- 
mults, parfuant to the addrefs of the ho- 
nourable houfe of Commons, and your 
Majefty’s moft eracious anfwer. 
‘ WE unfeignedly with your Majefty, 
as entire a poifeflion of the hearts of all 
thofe of your fubjects, that have been fo 
unjuftly and violently fet againft you, as 
* your 


Cal 
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- your Majefty has of the affections of all 


of our perfuafion throughout your do- 
minions. Among us, we know not, 
that you have an open, a fecret, or a 
fufpected enemy, nor any, who, not- 
withitanding what they have fuffered 
from your Majefty’s enemies, or the 
neglect they have hitherto met from 
others (for whofe fakes, and with whom 
they have been always content to fuffer) 
can be brought to the leaft degree of in- 
difference, about any thing that concerns 
your Majetty, your family, or your ad- 
miniftration. We reckon it our pecu- 
liar glory, that during the late wanatural 
rebellion, there was not any of our prin- 
ciples, who did not exprefs the utmoft 
zeal for the fupprefling it, in their feve- 
ral {tations and capacities. 
© Your Majeity’s penetration will, we 
doubt not, eafily lead you to difcern, that 
fuch a body of your faithful fubjects, 
deferve to be diftinguifhed in another 
manner, than by marks of infamy, their 
confolation is, that they were put under 
fome of them, for what was hoped, at 
that time, would have been for your 
fervice; had your Majefty, and the na- 
tion, found it.fo, we had been the more 
eafy. 
‘ We think it the particular honour of 
the Prote/fant Diflenters, that their {trict 
adherence to the intereft of your illuftri- 


* ots 


175 


176 


The History of the 


ous family, before your Majefty’s accef- 
fion, and their loyalty to it fince, have 
drawn upon them fo much of the fury 
of fome of their fellow fubjeéts. We 
are not confcious, what elfe could ren- 
der us obnoxious to them; our princi- 
ples being, as we hope, the moft friend- 
ly to mankind, and amounting to no 
more, than thofe of a General Toleration 
to all peaceable fubjects, univerfal love 
and charity for all Chriftians, and to act 
always in matters of religion, as God 
fhall give us light into his will about 
them. 

‘ We do not fo much as expect or de-— 
fire any thing, that ought to give any 
one the leait difturbance ; we only-with, 
that under your Majefty, as the com- 
mon Father of all your loyal people, 
thofe of our perfuafion might not want a 
capacity, as we hope your Majefty will 
find, they never want an inclination, to 
promote the true intereft of the Prote- 
frant religion, and of their country, 

‘ May the great God continue to mul- 
tiply his bletlings upon your Majeity, 
and every branch of your royal family ; 
and after you have many years ruled 
faithfully for God on earth, may you 
reign glorioufly with him for ever in 
heaven, 
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His Maefty’s moft gracious anfwer. 
: i THANK you for your dutiful and af- 

fectionate addrefs. I am fully con- 
“ vinced of the loyalty and zeal of the Pro- 
* tefant Diffenters. 1 will give order for 
* the {peedy payment of the damages they 
have fuftained in the late tumults; and 
‘ they, and you, fhall always have my 
“ protection,’ 


Lal 
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On the 1ft of March this year, an ac- 4 public 


count was brought to fome of the Buprz/? 


difpute in- 
tended be- 


MMiMtitersy at ethicits Ullal SinectiN ONAL the jpurcen rhe 
Coffee-houfe in Finch-lane, "That there was Baptitts 


in a few days to be a public difpute in 
Northamptonfiire, between the Bapti/ts 
and the Quakers; that feveral of the prin- 
cipal Quakers in town were very much 
concerned at it, apprehending, that at this 
juncture it might be attended with very ul 
confequences, with refpect to the diffen- 
ters in general; and that therefore they 
defired to confer with fome of the Baptz/ts 
about it; accordingly feveral of both de- 

nominations met together that evening. 
THERE had been a publication made of 
this intended difpute, almoft thro’ the 
whole county abovenamed, and it was 
now but four days before the time ap- 
pointed for it to begin. The Bapts/é mi- 
nifters at London knew nothing of it till 
now; but the Quakers had written to 
their 


and the 


Quakers, 
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their friends about it; in order to get 
thofe that were beft able, down into that 
county, to manage it on their part. How- 
ever, when it was confidered, that there 
had lately been feveral tumultuous and riot= 
eus affemblies in diverfe parts of England; 
that there was juft now a difcovery made 
by the government, of a defign to invade 
thefe kingdoms by the Swedes, and fome 
of the late rede/s, that were fled into fo- 
reign parts; and alfo, that at this very 
juncture feveral friends of the diffenters, 
were foliciting both the court and parlia- 
ment, to fhew favour to the diflenters, as 
being loyal and peaceable fubjects. Thefe 
things being debated, it was agreed on 
both fides, to advife the putting off the 
defigned difputation, and in order to this, 
the following letter was fent unto them. 


London, the 1ft day of the 1ft month, 
17s. 

A letter to HEREAS we are informed, that a 
prevent it. public difputation is defigned, be- 
tween the Bapti/fs and the people called 
Quakers, at Burton in Northamptonjhire, 

or thereabouts, on the 5th day of this in- 

ftant, upon fome of thofe points wherein 

they differ one from another. We, whofe 

names are underwritten, having confulted 
together on this affair, and apprehending, 

that the faid public meeting may be at- 
tended with very bad confequences, confi- 


dering 
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dering there has been feveral ¢wmu/ts lately 
in England, and an invafion defigned, by 
the enemies of our King and country being 
lately difcovered ; and alfo, that feveral 
difaftected perfons would be glad of the 
leaft occafion to reprefent the peaceable 
diffenters as fomentors of tumults and dif- 
orders, as well as themfelves. We there- 
fore earneitly entreat, and defire our friends, 
as well on the one fide as the other, 
that they would decline the faid public af- 
fembling, and lay afide their intended dif- 
putation, and fubferibe ourfelves, 
Your hearty friends and well-wifhers, 

“fobn Noble, 

Mark Key, ‘the elders of feveral 

Edw, Wallin, | Baptift churches in 

Sobit Skeep, London. 

Bey. Stinion, 

Geo. Whitebead, 

“fobn Butcher, your friends called 

“fobn Knight, Quakers. 


Simeon Warner 
> 


Care was taken to convey feveral of 
thefe letters down, to be given to thofe, 
who were to manage the difpute, either 
before, or at their coming together, which 
was done accordingly, but without its in- 
tended effect. 

Ir happened, that thofe who were to 
manage this difpute, on the part of the 

Now Bap- 
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Baptifls, were of that fort, which are cal- 
led generals. This being unknown to 
thofe at London; and as all the Baptz/ts 
that figned the letter were fuch as were 
called particulars ; fo thofe in the country 
having little knowledge of them, had no 
regard to them; and not having advice 
of this letter by any other hand, but what 
the Quakers, who went from London to 
affift in that difpute, gave them, knew 
not what management might be in it. 

Tue difpute therefore was held at the 
time and place appointed, and a great 
number of people were prefent ; and {fo 
far were they from taking the advice fent 
them, that at the conclufion of this meet- 
ing they appointed another, to difpute on 
fome points in difference, which they had 
not time to debate then. 

Tue day fixed upon for the next dif- 
putation was the 4th of Yune following; 
and the Baptz/ts finding that the Quakers 
brought fome of their beft qualified men 
from London to aflift in the laft difpute ; 
and being informed they defigned to do fo 
again, they were refolved to take the fame 
method. Accordingly they wrote a letter 
to Dr. Gale, defiring him to come down, 
and affift in vindicating their principles, at 
the time and place abovementioned. 

THE doctor communicated this to feve- 
ral of the minifters, who ftill were of the 
fame opinion, that it was better to decline 

fuch 
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fuch public difputes at this time, than pro- 
mote them; and as before, the Quakers 
applied to the Baptifts; fo now the Bap- 
tifis made application to them, to defire 
another meeting on this occafion, and ac- 
cordingly they met together at the Hano- 
ver Coffee-houfe in Finch-lane, on the 3d of 
May, to confalt of this matter, where they 
drew up, and figned the following letter, 
to be fent to the difputants in the country. 


London, the 22d of the 3d month, 
called May, 1717. 

To our friends in Northamptonthire, who 
go under the denomination of Baptilts and 
Quakers. 

E are informed, that notwithftand- 

ing the advice fent in a former let- 

ter, there was a difpute held betwixt feve- 
ral of you, on the sth day of the firft 
month, called March laft; and that, as 
the effect of that, there is another propo- 
fed to be had on the 6th of the 4th month 
next, called ‘fume; of which we declare 
our diflike, as well as of the former; for 
tho’ we hope we have the fame zeal for our 
principles, and love to whatever we have 
embraced for truth, as any of our bre- 
thren ; yet we think fuch public difputes 
don’t tend to promote it, they being ufual- 
ly followed with very ill confequences, as 
well as that the prefent ftate of public af- 
fairs renders them at this time more efpeci- 
N 3 ally 
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ally unfeafonable. The event of the for~ 
mer meeting doth thew, that the confe- 
quent is like to be worfe ; for, trom CGBr 
tending, we perceive fome on both fides 
aré grown hot, which we fear, if not 
watched againft, will deftroy mutua! love, 
arife to ftrife and envy, be a means to 
exafperate thofe who are of a different per- 
fuafion from us, give a handle to the ene- 
mies of both to mifreprefent us to the go- 
vernment, and at laft end in an unchriftian 
ftrife and trouble. 

We do therefore earneftly intreat you, 
as well on the one fide, as the other, to 
forbear the intended meeting, and not to 
infift upon fuch public ways of ftriving 
with each other, feeing there are other 
methods, which will be lefs offenfive, and 
nore informing to thofe who are in fearch 
of truth. We hope you will take us, in 
this whole affair, to be what we really are, 


Your friends and well-wifbers, 
Benj. Stinton, 
fobn Gale, your brethren of 
Lewis Douglas, the Bapti/ per- 
Tofeph Burroughs, | {uafion. 
Fofeph Fenkins, 
Geo. Whitehead, 
Ri RoHS: your friends cal- 
Wm. Armithead ag aE 
>] 
Simeon Warner, 
THis 
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Tuts letter was conveyed to them in 
time, and was more kindly received ‘than 
the former; and upon confideration, they 
agreed, tho’ with fome reluctancy, to drop 
tueir intended difputation. 

On the 20th of Feb. this year, Mr. 
Richard Allen, elder of the baptized con- 
gregation in Barbican departed this life ; 
and foon after his congregation chofe Mr. 
Fofeph Burroughs to be their paftor. He 
had been a minifter in this congregation 
four or five years before, and they had in 
the year 1713 defired him to be co-paftor 
with Mr. Aven; but for fome reafons he 
declined it. Upon Mr. len’s death the 
church with great earneftnefs prefled him 
to accept the paftoral care of them. And 
he being prevailed upon to accept their 
call, was accordingly ordained on the firft 
day of May following. At the fame time 
two other perfons were alfo ordained to the 
office of Deacons in the faid church, He 
is a worthy gentleman of great moderation, 
learning and piety ; but being ftill living, I 
mutt forbear to fay any thing further, 

Havinc often mentioned ordinations 
among the Bapti/ts, I thall, in this place, 
fhew the manner of their doing it, by giv- 
ing a particular account of this, at which I 
was prefent, which may ferve for an an- 
{wer to thofe many reflections which have 
been caft upon the Baptz/? minifters, as if 


they came not regularly into the miniftry, 
NA THE 
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Tue church fent meflengers to thofe 
minifters, whom they particularly defired 
to act in this affair, and gave a general in- 
vitation to all the reft, to honour them 
with their prefence on this occafion. 

Tur afiembly being come together, at 
the meeting-houfe in Barbican, on the 
day appointed, Mr. Fexwell went firft up 
into the pulpit, and read the third and 
fourth chanters of the firft epiftle to Tzmo- 
thy, afcer which he prayed for that church, 
for the perfons called to othces in it, for 
the prefence of God, and the afliftances of 
his grace, in the duties to be that day per- 
formed. 

Next Mr. Benjamin Stinton went up, 
and preached a’ fermen from Phi, 1: 
From whence, according to the province 
affigned him, he endeavoured to explain 
the office and duties, both of an elder and 
deacons. Then followed Mr. Nathaniel 
Hodges, who chofe for his text, 7t.1. 5. 
From whence he took cccafion, among 
other things, to explain and vindicate, the 
form of ordination. 

AFTER this, the minifters, and thofe 
who were to be ordained, being together, 
in the middle of the meeting-place, where 
the communion-teble ufed to ftand, Mr. 
Stinton, according to appointment, ftood 
up, and faid. It is defired, that all thofe 
who are members of the church, which 
ufually meets in this place, would draw 

toge~ 
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together in the middle of the meeting- 
houfe, and that the reft of the affembly 
would feparate themfelves, either by going 
into the galleries, or the remote parts of 
the place. Then directing his fpeech par- 
ticularly to the church, he faid; we have 
been informed, by meffengers from you, 
that you have chofen our honoured and 
beloved brother, Mr. Yo/eph Burroughs, 
to be your elder or overseer in the Lord, 
and have accordingly defired him to take 
that office upon him; it will, however, 
be proper, that you fhould now, in a more 
public manner, and before this affembly, 
declare, and confirm your faid choice. 
All you, therefore, who do approve of, 
and confirm the choice you have made of 
Mr. ‘Yofeth Burroughs, to be your paffor, 
and defire that he fhould now be ordained 
to that office, be pleafed to fignify it by 
the lifting up of your hands. When they 
had fo done, the megatzve was put, but no 
hand lifted up againft it, Then he turned 
to Mr. Yofeph Burroughs, and faid, Bro- 
ther Fofeph Burroughs, as this church has 
unanimoufly chofen, and called you, to 
be their paffor; and do earneftly defire, 
that you would take upon you that ho- 
nourable, tho’ difficult office; fo we defire 
yon to fignify unto us, whether you do ac- 
cept of their call, and are willing, for the 
fake of Chrift, and the good of this com- 
munity, to be put into this office? 

HERE- 
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Hereupon Mr. Burroughs fignifed, 
That it had been his defire, for many years 
paft, to be ufeful to the fouls of men in 
the work of the miniftry; and that this 
continued to be the free choice of his mind, 
in preference to any other employment; 
that in purfuance of this defire, he had 
applied himfelf to the ftudy of the holy 
Scriptures, and to other exercifes, that 
might prepare him for public ufefulnefs: 
That he wifhed he had made better im- 
provement of his time, and was deeply 
fenfible of his infufficiency for difcharging 
the work to which he was called, fuitably 
to its great importance; but was willing 
to ufe his beft endeavours, and placed his 
hope in the goodnefs of God, who, he 
was affured, was able to make him fuccef- 
ful: ‘That the unanimity, which this 
church had fhewa, in choofing him for their 
paftor, gave him an encouraging profpect 
of doing good amongit them: And there- 
fore he declared, that he took the over- 
fight of this flock, not by conftraint, but 
willingly, and fhould reckon himfelf obli- 
ged, by his acceptance of this people’s call 
to be their paftor, and by being folemnly 
fet apart to the office, to be their remem- 
brancer in the doctrines and precepts of 
the chriftian religion, and to watch for 
their fouls, as one who mutt hereafter give 
an account; and that he was determined, 
in every part of his proceeding, to make 
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the holy Scriptures his only rule and 
ftandard. 

THEN after a fhort prayer fuitable to the 
occation, the minifters prefent laid their 
right hands upon his head, and Mr. Stin- 
ton, in the name of the whole, pronoun- 
ced the words of ordination, as followeth, 
VIZ. 


BRoTuER Fofeph Burroughs, We do, in 
the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
with the confent of this church, ordain 
thee, to be an elder, bifhop, or overfeer of 
this church of Jefus Chrift. And their 
hands continuing on his head, Mr. Stzz- 
ton put up a fhort prayer to God, for him 
and the congregation. 


I must obferve here, That there are 
fome among the Baptz/ts, who object againft 
this form of ordination, tho’ it is thus ufu- 
ally performed in their churches, believ- 
ing it favours too much of mens afluming 
great power to theinfelves, in their fetting 
others apart to che miniftry; and alfo be- 
lieving, that the apoftles themfelves in or- 
dinations, ufed not this form, We ordain 
thee. And therefore decline pronouncing 
any words of ordination, and only pray to 
God for a bleffing on the paftor elect, lay- 
ing their hands upon his head, which they 
hold is ordination fufficient, and all that 
they know with certainty refpecting the 
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practice of the Apoftles, who laid their 
hands over the perfons whom they fet 
apart, and prayed to God in their behalf. 

AFTER the ordination of Mr. Bur- 
roughs, they proceeded to the ordination of 
two deacons, which was after this man- 
ner. 

Mr. Stinton ftood and up faid. We mutt 
now addrefs our felves again to you, the 
members of the congregation, that ftated- 
ly worfhip God in this place. We were 
informed by your mefiengers aforefaid, 
that you have chofen two perfons from 
amongft yourfelves, unto the office of dea- 
cons, in this church of Chrift, vzz. bro- 
ther Matthew Shelfwell, and brother George 
Reynolds. It will therefore be neceffary, 
that you fhould in this, as you have in the 
other cafe, declare and confirm your ele- 
étion. All you, therefore, that do ap- 
prove, and confirm your former choice of 
brother Matthew Shelfwell, to be a deacon 
in this church, and defire that he may 
now be ordained to that fervice, be plea- 
fed. to fignify it, by the lifting up of your 
hands. And then the negative. 

AFTER this the fame queftion was put, 
both in the afirmative and negative, with 
refpect unto the other; and it appeared, 
they were both unanimoufly chofen ; and 
upon being afked, whether they accepted 
the churches call to this work ? and, Were 
willing to take this office upon them? 


They 
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They anfwered, they were. Then the 


deacons elect kneeled down, and the mi- 
nifters laying their right hands upon their 
heads, ordained them, Mr. Muller put- 
ting upa prayer to God fuitable to this 
part of the folemnity ; and then he went 
up into the pulpit, and entertained the af 
fembly with a very excellent difcourfe, on 
1 Thef. v. 12,13. in which, according to 
the province affigned him, he treated of 
the duties of the members of a Chriftian 
church to their officers, both e/ders and 
deacons, after which he prayed, then a 
pfalm of thankfgiving was fung, at the 
conclufion of which the affembly was dif- 
miffed with one of the apoftolical bene- 
dictions. 

Turis year the daptizing-place upon 
Horfely-down was repaired, and a new 
meeting-houfe erected, with dreffing rooms 
adjoining, for the more decent adminiftra- 
tion of the ordinance of bapti/m. And 
that it might be an accommodation to the 
Baptift churches in general, the following 
letter was drawn up, and {ent to every one 
of them. 


Beloved brethren, 


ia being earneftly defired by feveral per- 
fons, that the ancient daptzzzng place at 
Hor fely-down fhould be repaired, believing 
it will be for the intereft of the Baptz/ts, 
and a better accommodation to isyese of 

their 
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their churches, that there fhould be fwo 
places kept up for that ufe, as has been for 
fome years paft. And whereas it is de- 
figned, that the propriety of this place 
fhall not be lodged in any fingle perfon, 
or in any one community only, but that 
every congregation that fhall advance ten 
pounds towards the charge of its repara- 
tion, fhall have a propriety therein equal 
with others, fecured to them by a truftee 
of their own choofing; and that every 
congregation who fhall advance any leds 
fum, fhall be intituled to the free ufe 
thereof, without paying more for any per- 
fons to be there baptized, than any other 
the more favoured whatfoever. We have 
therefore thought it fit, to communicate 
this defign to all the churches, that fo eve- 
ry one that approves of it, may have, if 
they pleafe, the fame privilege with our 
felves, and an opportunity of joining with 
us in this good and public undertaking, 
and take leave to fubfcribe our felves, 


Your brethren in the faith and fel- 
lowfbip of the Gojfpel, 
Nath. Foxwell, 
‘fobn Noble, and others. 


P. S. Tue charge of erecting a place to 
preach in, of 30 foot by 20, and three 
rooms of 11 foot fquare, between that and 
the Baptiftory, and repairing the bafon, 

and 
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and feats round it, is computed at 100 /, 
The charge of the pulpit and feats, and feve- 
ral new fuits of apparel, &c. at 30 /. more. 


Tus place being built, after the man- 
ner, and for the ufes aforementioned, it 
was enter’d according to the act of tolera- 
tion, in which there is this claufe, v7z. 
That no congregation, or affembly for 
religious worfhip, fhall be permitted or 
allowed by this act, until the place of 
fuch meeting fhall be certified to the bi- 
fhop of the diocefe, or to the arch-dea- 
con of that arch-deaconry, or to the ju- 
{tices of the peace, at the general quarter 
feffions of the peace, for the county, city, 
or place in which fuch meeting fhall be 
held, and regiftred, Ge.’ 

Anp becaufe this is to be done, for 
every meeting-houfe, or place where per- 
fons affemble for religious worfhip, I fhall 
here infert the copy of the certificate, as a 
precedent in fuch cafes. 


n 
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E. Reg. Dom. Ept. Winton, &c. 
HESE are to certify whom it may 
concern, That on Monday the third 
day of ‘fume, one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventeen, the certificate following, 
viz. Whereas a place is erected for religi- 
ous worfhip in Hor/ely-down Fatr-ftreet, 
in Southwark, in the county of Surrey, 
now in the pofieflion of Tho, Roats, i 
the 
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the ufe of thofe Proteffant diffenters that 
{cruple the daptizing of infants, we whofe 
names are here under-written do teftify 
the fame, and defire it may be recorded, 
according to the aé of parliament in that 
cafe made and provided. Dated May 20, 
Ue 

Benj. Stinton, 

“fohn Noble, and others. 


was brought into the regiftry of the lord 
bifhop of Winton, and is there regifter’d 
accordingly. 


W. Chapman, Reg. Dep. 


Tue churches that contributed towards 
the defraying the expence and charge of 
this Bapti/ferion, and thereby became pro- 
prietors thereof, were, 


Mr. Nath. Foxwell’s, which paid 20 £ 


UES a TN Tee es RE He 20 
Mir dw. Hal s\n Be ee 20 
Mir. Mark Key's = — = - —- 2 — IO 
Mr.57 consNoule’ S37 ancl oe 10 
Mr. ThonDewbur jis — Age =o IO 
Mr, Lewss Douglass 25%» mre 10 
Vit ECR co IEEE Sm ia mae 5 
The church at Deptford - - - -I0 


Mr. Abraham Mulliner, for the church 
in White's Alley, Moorfields, tho’ they did 
not become proprietors, yet generoufly con- 
tributed to the charge thereof 8/. 10s. 

AFTER 
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AFTER this an zudentire was made, in 
order to fecure the place for the intended 
ufe, and to give all the truffees, chofen by 
the churches, an equal right in it. By 
this zadenture, Mr. Foxwell, Mr. Stinton, 
and Mr. Wailin, who had taken the leafe 
and built the place, made over a right and 
propricty to the reft, equal with them- 
felves, and they obliged tnemfelves equally 
with them, to perform. the covenants of 
the leafe, and to bear their part and pro- 
portion of the rent, taxes, reparations, &c. 

Tuis year alfo, in return to a letter 
with a parcel of books fent laft year to the 
minifters of the dzptzzed churches in Pen- 
filvania, was received one letter from the 
church at Philadelphia; and another from 
an affociation of elders and mefflengers of 
the charches inet in thofe parts, of which 


the following are a true copy. 
Philadela Sept. 1 2ec87 17 


The church of Chrift at Philadelphia zz 
Penfilvania, baptized upon profeffion of 
faith, to the elders of the Baptift churches 
in and about London, efpectally thofe 
concerned lately in writing to us, Chri- 
{tian falutations, 


Beloved brethren, 
yee of the ath of San. laft came 
to hand, with the books, from our 


efteemed brethren, Mr. Hollis and Mr. 
O Taylor, 
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Taylor, for which beneficency we return 
our hearty thanks, on the behalf of all 
our heirs interefted in the benefit of the 
fame. Having not feen but few of our 
brethren abroad, we thank you for recom- 
mending our cafe to the above worthy be- 
nefactors. We likewife thank them for 
their generofity, in beftowing liberally ; 
but above all we thank our good God, 
that brought us to the fellowfhip of his 
fon, and having with him given us all 
good things to enjoy. We take this dona- 
tion of books as a token of divine favour, 
in regarding us in our low eftate. We 
truft and hope, and wait alfo for the re- 
turn of the fmiles of God’s face unto us, 
and that he will yet blefs us, not utterly 
forfaking us, that are but a remnant. Ma- 
ny have fallen like untimely fruit, but not- 
withftanding we are preferved to this 
day ; give God glory on our behalf. We 
do affure you, your letter and books has 
met with welcome entertainment among 
us generally; the feafonablenefs thereof 
has much revived our fpirits, and tended 
much to cement us in love in this city, it 
being a fun-fhine upon the difperfion of a 
cloud; the particulars of the one or the 
other we judge proper to fufpend, tho’ we 
cannot look back upon them without 
amazement. Your letter was read in our 
meetings, in town and country. We con- 


cluded, that the books may be difpofed of 
as 
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as intended ; the family books for the be- 
nefit of well difpofed folks; the annota- 
trons to be for particular qualified perfons, 
the other books for public ufe, for our 
leading brethren to refort to, lodged here 
in the city, to be lent and returned again : 
whereby the rifing generation may have 
the benefit of them as well as the prefent. 

THE contents of the letters, and a cata~ 
logue of the books, are recorded in our 
church book, to prevent all miftakes 
The generality of our aflociated congrega- 
tions, fe far as we know, are in peace, 
but few additions any where lately ; tho’ 
within few years paft all our churches en- 
creafed more or lefs; the country being 
over-run with Quakerifm, that generally 
they will not hear, and them that would 
durft not, by reafon of their awful ftrict 
difcipline. But God can give another 
fhock to the kingdom that fits as Queen 
here, and thinks to fee widowhood no 
more. 

Tus place has had moft of the errors 
of the ancients new drefled over, but, thro’ 
mercy, they feem to creep more and more 
into holes; but the errors about the per- 
fonality of the Holy Ghoft, and about ori- 
ginal fins non-imputation, with others, 
lurks about the tents of fome denominated 
Baptifis, who utterly difown us, and we, 
indeed, them. One Hammond's, a Bap- 
tiffs book, is much in refpect with fome 

2 here; 


495 


196 


The History of the 


here; what is made of a day famous in 
Sewry, we'll leave ; but if fome fubftan- 
tial informing tracts were in their hands, 
may be it would be otherwife. By reafon 
that here is no material alteration fince our 
former, we fhall conclude with our hearty 
love to you all, hoping, that as you have 
been acquainted with our eftate, we fhall 
not be forgot by you in your folemn addref- 
fes to the throne of grace, for fuch blef- 
fings and favours, as God knows, we 
want, and that might tend tothe glory of 
his name, hoping likewife to have the 
continuance of the comfortable correfpon- 
dency, happily begun with you by letters. 
Not willing to be further tedious in wri- 
ting, or burdenfome in regard of com- 
plaints and expectations, we commit you 
all to God, that can make all bleffing to 
abound to you and us, remaining 


Your brethren in the Gofpel of our 
Lord Fefus Chrift, 


Abel Morgan, 

At our meeting for 
bufinefs on the be- aes we ones, 
half of the whole m. Kinnerfly, 


and eight more. 


Direct to Abel Morgan, or Edward 
Church, in Philadelphia, 


To 
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To our reverend brethren, the elders of the 
baptized churches in and about London; 


and to our good and generous benefaétors, 
Mr, Hollis and Mr. Taylor, 


We the elders, minifters, and meffengers of 
the churches under the fame denomination 
In Penfilvania, and the Jerfey’s in Ame- 
rica, met in our general meeting, held at 
Philadelphia the 22d, 23d, and 24th of 
Sept. fend our moft hearty falutations. — 


Beloved brethren in our Lord fefus Chrift, 
grace be unto you, and peace from God our 
Father, thro our Lord and Redeemer, 


7OUR letters we have feen, and the 
books according to the catalogue, are 
come to hand, and by our brethren in the 
city fettled prudently, whereby all of us 
may have the benefit thereof, that our 
fucceflors may profit as well as we. The 
fame of this makes fome rumour abroad 
and profit at home, that we hope this good 
work may bring forth, yet more good fruit 
to the advantage of religion, and the glory 
of God, the which we hope will be re- 
turned an hundred fold of benefit to your 
felves, according to the feed fown, The 
generality of the foundnefs of the authors, 
is a fingular advantage in this country, and 
what we find otherwife we will endeavour 
to diftinguifh, We think, that the very 
O8 minds 
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minds of the commonality of the people 
here are tainted with Arminiani{m, °Soci- 
niazifm, and what not; that the common 
notion of religion among them is like a le- 
prous houfe, not to be mended by patch- 
ing, but rebuilded by pulling down, and 
difcovering the foundation, and that all be 
laid upon the right foundation of the cove- 
nant of grace; which we generally labour. 
todo, and fo we go againft,the current of 
the times, that others that may fucceed, 
may fee no caufe to lament our going be- 
fore them. And this we will do, God, 
permitting. We hope to hear from you 
the next opportunity that may prefent; fo 
returning our hearty thanks to you, for 
the favours already fhewed us, we remain, 


Your brethren in the Lord, and 
Sellowfhip of the Gofpel, 
Tho. Abbot, 
Fobn Burrows, 


and nineteen more. 


In this year likewife Mr.-Yo/eph Stokes, 

a Prefbyterian minifter at Horfham in Su/- 
Jex, Wrote an oavo pamphlet in defence 
of the practice of baptizing children, in 
anfwer to that learned treatife written by 
Dr. Gale againft it. He intitled his book, 
Al compaffionate plea for infants, or remarks 
on Dr. Gale’s Reflections on Mr. Wall’s Hi- 
Story of infant-baptifm, n this he charges 
the 
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the doctor with mifreprefenting fome of 
his authors; giving a falfe account of fa¢ts, 
and endeavours to enervate feveral of his 
arguments. It is pretty well fitted to mif- 
guide and prejudice the common people, 
who cannot well be judges of that part of 
the controverfy, which both Dr. Wall and 
Dr, Gale chietty infifted upon ; their works 
being principally defigned for the ufe of 
the learned, But both this, and his form- 
er book, intitled, 4 Survey of infant-bap- 
tifm, and the mode of baptizing, was well 
anfwered by Mr. ohn Ta/fker, in three 
letters to the faid Mr. Stokes, 

THE next thing worthy of notice, is an 
account of the /cheme, which was this 
year contrived for the fupport and mainte- 
nance of honourable minifters of the Bap- 
tift perfuafion. ‘The purport of it was as 
followeth. 


Heres feveral minifters, and other 
perfons, who have the intereft and 
welfare of the baptized churches in Eng- 
land very much at heart, have obferved 
for fome time with great trouble, the 
little union and correfpondence that there 
is between thofe of that denomination ; 
the great decay of that intereft in fome 
parts of England, and the difficulty they 
have to keep up the public worfhip of God 
with any tolerable reputation in other 
parts; the great want of able and qualified 
O 4 per- 


r09 


200 


The History of the 


perfons to defend the truth, and to fupply 
thofe churches that are -in want of mini- 
fters; the poverty and diftrefs which fome 
employed in that facred office are expofed 
to, for want of a competent maintenance 
for themfelyes and families; and the fre- 
quent applications that are made to fome 
private perfons on thefe occafions, who 
neither have ability to help all, nor oppor- 
tunity to enquire into the truth and cir- 
cumitances of every particular cafe. 

Ir is therefore propofed, and earneftly 
defired by the faid perfons, that a public 
fund or fum be annually raifed, to redrefs 
thefe grievances, and more efpecially fou 
the fupport and maintenance of honourable 
minifters, and providing for the fucceflion 
of fuch. 

Tuat this fund fhall be for the ufe and 
advantage of thofe churches oz/y, who go 
under the denomination of particular Bap- 
tifts. 

Tuar it be begun by taking fubfcrip- 
tions, and making public collections for it, 
in the feveral congregations of that perfua- 
fion in London, and parts adjacent, and -by 
the free gift of fuch perfons whom God 
hath bleffed with an ability, and difpofi- 
tion, for fuch an expenfive and pious cha- 
rity. 

THAT as foon as a competent fum be 
either advanced or fubferibed, the mini- 
firs and meflengers of the feveral churches 

con- 
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concerned, be defired to meet together, to 
agree upon proper methods for the difpo- 
fing thereof to the intended ufes. 

TuarT the elders and meffengers chofen 
by the churches, fhall have liberty to in- 
vite any other gentlemen, who are contri- 
butors to this good defign, to act with 
them as managers herein; provided they 
are not members of thofe churches who are 
reprefented by their mcffengers. 

Tus noble defign, by confining it to 
the ufe and advantage of thofe churches 
only, who go under the name of particular 
Baptifts, feems to be too much limited. 

Bur this narrow plan had not long been 
laid, when fome minifters and others, 
chiefly of thofe who hold the doétrine of 
general redemption, met and confulted how 
to eftablifh one of a more exienfive na- 
ture ; and to contrive a method, whereby 
all pious and ufeful minifters of the Bapza/t 
perfuafion, without diftinction, might have 
their exigencies relieved; and likewife young 
men of good difpofitions and promifing a- 
bilities encouraged in their ftudies, with a 
view to the miniftry. 

In this catholic defign, their numbers 
encreafing, they formed a /cheme, where- 
in they declared, that it was far from their 
intention to oppofe their brethren, ulready 
engaged in this good work; but only to 
render what they had begun moie exten- 
five ; and that accordjagly .hey thould be 

ready 
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ready to join with them in any proper mea- 
{ures for attaining fo good an end. But 
they took notice with concern, that where- 
as the late /cheme of their brethren excludes 
a confiderable number of churches both in 
city and country, and is applied only to 
the relief of perfons of one particular cha- 
racter ; many worthy and ufeful men al- 
ready in the miniftry are neglected; be- 
fides, that very little provifion appears to 
be made for qualifying others to fill their 
places, as they fhall became vacant. They 
propofed therefore, that a larger fupply 
fhould be provided, for the fupport of the 
prefent miniftry ; which, under the dire- 
ction of prudent managers, might be di- 
{tributed without diftin@ion, to all, as 
their exigencies may require, who agree in 
the practice of baptizing by zmmerfion, up- 
on profeffion of faith, and appear to be {o- 
ber, pious, and faithful, in the difcharge 
of their work ; and that due provifion like- 
wife be made for the education of pious 
and {ober young men, who are enclined to 
devote themfelves to the work of the mini- 
{try ; that a fucceffion of able men might 
not be wanted, as the neceffities of the 
churches fhall call for their labours, 


I sHALL forbear tranfcribing any of the 
rules agreed on in this /cheme, excepting 
{ome few relating to ftudents ; whereby a 
regular and ftated provifion is made for 

training 
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training them up; whereas, in former 
times, the learned men of this denomina- 
tion ufed to be provided for, either at the 
charge of their parents, or of fome few 
perfons joining together. 

One inftance, inftead of many, we have 
in the reverend Dr. Benjamin Grofvenor, 
who was educated at the charge of his pa- 
rents. He was, about the theryear 1689, 
baptized by Mr. Benjamin Keach ; became 
a member of his church, and continued fo 
about feven or eight years. He preached 
privately at Mr. Keach’s houfe, before him 
and feveral others ; who finding him to be 
a youth of promifing abjlities, encouraged 
his going under inftructions to be better 
fitted for the work of the miniftry. Soon 
after his return from his ftudies, he decla- 
red, that it was his opinion, that zx/ants 
ought to be daptized; that the government 
of the church ought to be in the elden/bip, 
and not in the members; and that wnordain- 
ed perfons ought not to preach. Thefe 
things moved ‘the church to deal plainly 
with him; they recommended to him 
the reading impartially Mr. Tombe’s Exa- 
men ; and appointed proper perfons to dif- 
courfe thefe points with him. After much 
time {pent between the church and him in 
controverfy upon thefe points, without any 
effect, he defired a difmiffion: But not 
being determined where to fix himéelf, 
they were neceflarily obliged to grant his 

requeft, 
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requeft, and did difmifs him in a ge- 


neral manner from his memberfhip with 
them. 

{ THE rather made choice of this in- 
ftance, becaufe the Doétor, and my felf, 
feem to be upon a par with refpect to the 
turn which both of us took, fromthe way 
in which we were educated. He, froma 
Baptift, became a Pedobaptift; 1, froma 
Pedobaptift, became a Bapti/t. My educa- 
tion, was under the patronage of the church 
of England. ‘The tirit light, es to baptz/in, 
that I received, was from her catechi/m 
and the rubric ; which led me on my firft 
{cruples to read the books, written by the 
reverend gentlemen of her miniftry, who 
were eminent for their piety, learning and 
moderation. I foon perceived their con- 
ceflions ; and tho’ I found by reading others, 
that many of the learned Pedobaptifts of 
all denominations did inveigh moft bitter] 
againft the principles and praéfice of the 
Baptifis; yet the few amonegft them of 
more moderation, feeming to {peak more 
agreeably with the {criptures, gained the 
afcendant: And in the end, I refolved thro’ 
grace to make the Scriptures my only guide 
in this point; and accordingly fubmitted 
to be baptized in the manner there pre- 
{cribed, and was added to the fame church 
from whence the Doctor was difmiffled. 
The reafin of my belief and praétice, I have 
ict forth in the courfe of thefe papers. 

Bur 
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Bur to return, The rfvcles relating to 
Students, in the /cheme \aft mentioned are 
as follows, v7z. 

THAT as any perfons fhall be recom- 
mended to the fociety, in order to be en- 
couraged as Students; before their admiffi- 
on, inquiry fhall be made by a committee 
of the managers, with refpect to their mo- 
rals and piety, as well as to their abilities, 
and proficiency in. learning ; and fuch only 
fhall be received, who have been baptized 
by zmmerfion, on profeflion of faith, and 
are members of fome baptized church, 
and in whom it may reafonably be hoped, 
there is a real love to religion, as well as a 
good difpofition for literature. 

THAT ¢hree years at leaft be allowed to 
the ftudents to go through their academical 
ftudies ; and that it fhall be in the power 
of the managers to grant four or five years, 
if they fhall judge, that the circumftances 
of the cafe require and deferve it. 

TuHat all ffudents, who have behaved 
themfelves well, thro’ the courfe of their 
ftudies, upon a teftimonial from their re- 
{pective tutors, or any other fufficient evi- 
dence, as well of their fober converfation, 
as proficiency in learning, fhall be allowed 
any fum not exceeding twenty pounds per 
annum for one or two years after finifhing 
their faid courfe of ftudies, at the difcretion 
of the managers, 
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In purfuance of this catholic /cheme, 
numbers of pious and ufeful minifters, both 
of the general and particular perfuafion, 
have been comforted under their difficulties, 
and feveral young men trained up in a 
courfe of academical ftudies, and others 
affifted with books. And more good would 
ftill be done in all thefe refpedts, if the 
gentlemen in the other Scheme could be 
perfuaded to take down their partitzon- 
qwall, and unite the whole Baptz/t Intereft: 
Which upon fuch a plan as this, might 
eafily be done; but upon the other can ne- 
ver be. 

Havinc thus traced the Hiftory of the 
Englifh Baptifis from their origin to this 
period of time, which has given them li- 
berty to declare publicly, what before they 
practifed privately, as their opinion, That 
a due regard ought to be had in training up 
regularly, fuch pious perfons, as feemed 
well difpofed forthe work of the miniftry, 
I fhall now take the. liberty to give fome 
account here of a few of thofe gentlemen 
of the Baptift perfuafon who were famous 
for their piety towards God, and their zeal, 
for the intereft of religion in the world; and 
begin with, 

Mr. Thomas Hollis, who was a Baptift 
by profeflion, tho’ a member of the con- 
gregation of which the reverend Mr. Fere- 
miah Hunt is elder. The charaéter he gave 
this pious gentleman in his funeral fermon, 


he 
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he declares in the dedication, to be exactly 
juft, tho’ it may by fome be efteemed 
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blameable for its fhortnefs. ‘ He had, 


fays Mr. Hunt, an early turn for reli- 
gion. His mother dying when he was 
about ¢we/ve years of age, he exprefied 
an extraordinary and uncommon forrow; 
and his father to allay, and direét his 
erief, tells him, worldly forrow worketh 
death, but godly forrow worketh repent- 
ance to falvation, not to be repented of. 
Which, by the bleffing of God, proved 
a happy occafion to give a right turn to 
his thoughts, and attending Mr. Fu/her 
at Sheffield, he had the change to falva- 
tion, which the apoftle fpeaks of under 
his miniftry, according to his own ap- 
prehenfion. 

‘ His temper and complexion were na- 
turally warm; this, when he had re- 
ceived a ferious and religious ply, occa-~ 
fioned an uncommon Zeal for the honour 
of God, and the intereft of Chrift, and 
for thefe great and valuable purpofes he 
early devoted part of his encreafe. He 
maintained ever in his mind a lively fenfe 
of the evil of fin, and arrived to a con- 
fiderable fhare of Scripture-knowledge. 
He walked in the ordinances of the Go- 
{pel, and in communion with this church 
above fixéy years, near the period of time 
which is allotted to man in this world. 
His faith was ftrong, {teadily ode = 
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God, and relying on his promifes: His 
patience remarkable ; tho’ he was fo un- 
happy as to be blind many years, I ne- 
ver heard him make the leaft complaint, 
the feveral years I had been acquainted 
with him. He trained up his children 
in the knowledge and practice of reli- 
gion, and fet before them an example of 
holinefs, and in particular of public, pri- 
vate, and fecret devotion, which, by his 
inftruétions, he recommended to them ; 
and was fo happy, as to fee his pious 
care fuccefsful. If he had given any of- 
fence, as fometimes it would happen 
through the warmth of his temper, he 
would not difdain to afk pardon, tho’ of 
an inferior, con{fcious it was the com- 
mand of his Lord. He delayed not do- 
ing good to his death; but during his 
life caft about how he might be fervice- 
able to his relations; and in a particular 
manner to the minifters of Chrift, where- 
in he greatly abounded. His charity 
was not confined to a party, tho’ it 
might extend more to thofe who were of 
his own perfuafion, being fincere, and 
thinking himfelf in the right. He de- 
nied himfelf, and lived frugal, that he 
might more extenfively exprefs his good- 
nefs, Various methods he took to be 
publicly ufeful ; diftributing books pro- 
per to encourage religion and virtue, 


* promoting fchools for inftruCtion of the 
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poor to read and write, and contributing 
to the building of places of worfhip. He 
erected and founded fwe churches at Ro- 
theram and Doncajfer, and eftablifhed 
{chools at each place for teaching youth ; 
not only communicating in his life to 
their maintenance, but bequeathing fome 
encouragement after his deceafe. He 
freely contributed to the building of a 
place at Shefferld, and when that proved 
too little, he liberally imparted to the 
building of a larger; and purchafing the 
lefs,, converted it into an almfhoufe, 
wherein fixteen poor perfons ‘dwell, to 
which he has left a fmall endowment. 
He was fo happy, as to live many years, 
in full affurance, formed on {cripture- 


grounds (for he ufed to fay, faith and 


repentance were the work of a chriftian 
every day) and founded on the merits 
ard interceflion of Jefus Chrift, of an 
endlefs ftate-of reft and happinefs. And 
tho’ through great age he at laft declined, 
the images and ideas which the Scripture 
furnifhed him with, were the laft that 
were effaced in him. When he was in 
his dying agonies, which were {tronger 
than ufual, at thofe advanced years, he 
was afked, whether he defired to be 
with Chrift? And he anfwered with an 
uncommon ftrength of voice, Yes! Yes! 
Thus he /ived to Chri/t, and we have no 
ie 
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reafon to doubt, but death proves to him 
gain. 


Tho. Hollis, E{q; the eldeft fon of the 


aforegoing Mr. Tho. Hollis, was as noted 
for public works of charity as his father, 
and inherited not only his eftate, but his 
graces alfo. "The reverend Dr. Hunt, in 
the funeral fermon he preached to the fo- 
ciety, of which he was a member, occa- 
fioned by his death, gives this character of 


a 


€ 
C4 
€ 
€ 
4 
¢€ 
4 
€ 
€ 
c 
€ 
€ 
€ 
¢ 
q 
€ 
€ 
€ 
c 
c 


him, viz. ‘ That when he was a young 


man he made a public profeffion of 
Chrift, and joined hunfelf to this /oczety, 
of which he has been a member about 
jifty years. The fenfe he had of the 
obligation he was under to this, and of 
the advantages that arife from comply- 
ing with it, made him ever prefs it up- 
on others, and recommend it to their 
practice. He was careful to obferve at- 
tentively his own conduct, and for that 
reafon wrote memoirs in fhort-hand for 
many years, which he afterwards com- 
mitted to the flames. The love of the 
Scriptures foon appeared. When bufi- 
nefs invited him abroad into France, and 
other places, at that time a young man, 
the new Teftament was his conftant 
companion. Public worfhip, and in this 
fociety to which he ftood related, he 
fteadily and conftantly attended, and was 
feldom or rarely abfent, nothing but 

* fick- 
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ficknefs, or fomething very extraordi- 
nary, preventing him. His refpect to 
minifters, for their works fake, was 
great and unufual. He was pleated with 
their converfation, and efpecially when 
it was inftructive. He never allowed 
himfelf to {peak more feverely of any of 
the performances of preachers, than that 
he fhould not choofe to fit conftantly un- 
der fach a miniftry. -He was very fteady 
in family worfhip, and regular in the 
time of performing it, to which the 
{mallnefs of his family did not a little 
contribute. He was, when in bufinefs, 
conftant and regular, and fo good a ma- 
nager of his time, that he always redeem- 
ed a part of it, for the improvement of 
his mind by reading. He was careful in 
the choice of his books, and would of- 
ten fay, that the little leifure he had 
made it neceflary. Towards the clofe 
of his life he told me, that he had laid 
afide the reading of thofe books as 
required great attention, and contented 
himfelf with thofe which were wrote in 
a more eafy, and practical manner, and 
were fitted to raife and excite devotion. 
How well he behaved to his relations, 
you, who are his relatives, are perfectly 
apprized ; with what prudence and faith- 
fulnefs he advifed in any affairs of confe- 
quence ; and with what tendernefs and 
compaflion he received the news of any 
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diftrefs, that in the courfe of providence, 
did arife to any of you. His public fpi- 
ritednefs was remarkable and uncom- 
mon, Diftant and remote countries, as 
well as Britain, will mifs him, and la- 
ment his death. The communities to 
which he ftood related received inftances 
of his diftinguifhed bounty ; and what 
makes this part of his character the more 
fhining, is, ‘that his goodnefs was not 
confined, or reftrained to a party. 

‘Two years before his death, feeling 
his {trength to abate, he lived in a con- 
ftant expectance of his diffolution. In 
his laft illnefs, before his fenfes failed 
him, defirous only that his relations 
would do what might fatisfy themfelves, 
and not exprefling any folicitude about 
the event, he difcovered a calmnefs and 
ferenity of mind, which was agreeable to 
all about him. When one of his rela- 
tions put him in mind of the pleafure 
that he muft have from a review of his 
well-fpent life, tho’ it was in the fcrip- 
ture-{cheme no foundation for a claim to 
merit, he expreffed his fatisfaction, and 
approved the diftinction. And to the 
fame relative, in his lateft moments, he 
declared his affections to all his relations, 
the church in particular to which he 
{tood related, and to all the churches of 
Chrift. Thus died this good man: Thus 
he dropped like a fhock of corn fully 
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‘ ripe, in the feventy fecond year of his 
* age.’ 

No fooner did the death of this worthy, 
pious gentleman, reach the diftant churches 
in New England, but from the higheft to 
the loweft they feemed affected with the 
fenfe of the greatnefs of their lofs, by the 
death of this their moft generous and noble 
patron of learning and religion ; and there- 
fore his friend and correfpondent Mr. Ben- 
jamin Colman, paftor of a church in Bo/fton 
at New England, did preach a fuitable fer- 
mon upon this occafion, at the lecture in 
Bofton, Apr. 1. 1731. before his excel- 
lency the governor, and the general court ; 
whereupon the next day in council, it was 
ordered, ‘ That Benjamin Lynde, E{q; with 
* fuch as fhall be appointed by the ho- 
nourable houfe of reprefentatives, be a 
committee to give the thanks of this court 
to the reverend Mr. Benjamin Colman, 
for his fermon preached yefterday, on 
occafion of the death of Tho. Hollis, Efq; 
of London, who has merited highly of 
this government, and people, by his li- 
beral benefactions to Harvard College, 
for the promoting of learning and reli- 
gion in this province ; and that they de- 
fire a copy of the faid fermon for the 
prefs. 


‘ Sent down for concurrence, 


‘ ¥, Willard, Sect. 
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‘ In the houfe of reprefentatives, 4p. 2. 
‘ 1731. read, and concurred; and Mr. 
* Willis, and Maj. Braétle, are joined in 


* the affair, 
« ¥. Quincey, {peaker. 
‘ Apr. 2. 1731. confented to, 
+. Belcher. 


Tuts fermon was accordingly printed at 
Boflon in New England, and intitled, The 
Friend of Chrift and his people ; and dedi- 


cated in the following manner ; 


To his excellency, 
Jonathan Belcher, E/q; 
Captain-general, and governor in chief, in, 
and over his majefty’s province of the 
Maflachufets-Bay 7 New England. 
And to the honourable, bis majefty’s council, 


and. houfe of reprefentatives, in general 
court affembled, 


In this dedication, fays the reverend au- 
thor, ‘ Your excellency began your public 
* life, with a generous and noble expence 
* for the ferving your country, and I pray 
* God to repay you, both in temporal and 
* {piritual bleflings. 

‘ Mr. Hollis merits alfo to be named 
among great men, and to ftand before 
kings, The honours which the general 
court have once and again done to his 

‘name 
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name and memory, are pillars of grati- 
tude for future generations to look on, 
with great veneration. He was one of 
thofe righteous men that fhould be had in 
everlafting remembrance. Like 4rau- 
nab, he gave as a prince for the houfe of 

his God. And like David the king, he 1 Chron. 
fet his affection, and prepared with all nae: 
his might, of his own proper goods, of ” 
filver and gold.’ 

In the introduction to his text, which 

was the words of Chrift to his-difciples, 
Our friend Lazarus fleepeth, he tells his John 
honourable auditors, ‘ That it is upon the ** 1} 
‘ tidings of the deceafe of a dear, and ho- 
noured friend to Chrift, and unto thefe 

* churches of our Lord Jefus, that I bring 

© you thefe words at this time. And I 

© think our Lord will give me leave to put 

© the name of Hfo/lis, as it were, into my 
text, and accept the grateful offering to 

‘ his own name, for all the pious friend- 

€ fhip which his fervant has fhewn unto 

us for his name’s fake. 

< Know therefore, my fathers, the fa- 

‘ thers of my country, and the fathers of 

“ our college! And I am glad, that the 

‘ tear of gratitude, and love, which I have 

“to drop over the diftant grave of our 
common friend and benefactor, is in this 

‘ honourable prefence and audience, the 
fathers of the province in a general court 


affembled, 
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‘ Know then, that our friend Holls 
fleepeth! the virtuous, the pious, the 
eracious, the generous and munificent 
friend to our College, and the churches of 


‘ New England! The friend whom Chritt 


infpired, and raifed up for us, to do great 
things for his name and glory; having 
enriched him to.all bountifulnefs us-ward, 
to caufe, through us, thankfgiving to 
God, not only now, but in all times to 
come. For, how great are the founda- 
tions which it has pleafed God, from the 
enlarged heart, and open hand of this 
his fervant, to lay, for the fervice of re- 
ligion and learning in future generations? 
So long as it fhall pleafe the Lord Chrift 
to have his galden candlefticks in thefe 
regions of the earth, and to walk in the 
midit of them. To how many ¢houfands 
of our money doth the charity and boun- 
ty of our excellent friend amount? 
Which of his own meer motion, and 
even againft the re{traints of his humble 
friend now fpeaking, he freely poured in 


‘ upon us, from time to time, as a living 


{pring whofe waters fail not. 
* Anp this he did, not to us; no, be it 
known to us, nor for our fakes, but un- 
to Chrift, whofe‘he accounted us to be; 
and for the religious fake of J<fus, which 
he delineated in an admirable manner, in 
the alms he’ fcattered far and near, to 
the poor members, and churches of 
© Chritt; 
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Chrift; with a cheerfulnefs which God 
loves, and is abundant by many thank 


-givings to him in many other places, as 
Forilikey lasathé- 


well as with us 
light and rain of heaven, from our hea- 
venly father, reaches the moft diftant 
places, fhining and falling on the evil, 
and on the good; fo fome of the chil- 
dren of the moft high have from him 
ability and hearts given them, to extend 
their love and beneficence, through a 
wide and evil world Not unto us 
therefore, not unto us, nor yet to the 
name and memory of our deceafed friend, 
but to the name of Chrift, whofe he 
was, and who made him what he was 
to us, beall the glory. Yet it becomes 
us this day, and by all the ties of juftice 
and gratitude we are obliged, in the pre- 
fence of Chrift, in whofe name and fear 
we are aflembled, to mourn the death of 
our happy friend, left that word come 
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upon us, The righteous perifb, and merci- Ua. Wit, 


ful men are taken away, and no man lay- 
eth it to heart. But were it fo, yet blef- 
fed is the dead, he fhall enter into peace, 
and fleep as in his bed, after a life of up- 
rightneds. 

‘ TuatT which is fingular in the piety, 


‘and benefits of Mr. A//7s unto thefe 


churches was, that tho’ he was not 

ftrictly of our way, nor in judgment 

with us in the point of infant bapti/m, 
c 

yet 
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¢ yet his heart and hand was the fame to 
‘ us, asif we had been one in opinion and 
« practice with him. And in this let him 
‘ ftand a teaching pattern and example to 
‘ us, of a noble chriftian, catholic, apofto- 
‘lic fpirit of love; which makes thofe 
¢ that differ in leffer matters to receive one 
‘ another to the glory of God, and a 
‘ fhining teftimony againft a narrow party 
€ f{pirit, which is fo much the difgrace and 
‘ detriment of the Proteffant intereft; and 
‘ which fo early began among the difciples 
* of Jefus, and was rebuked by him, even 
‘ in Yobn himfelf, that apoftle of love and 
‘ charity afterward, who once faid to 
* Chrift in a fret of zeal, Majffer, we faw 
* one cafting out devils in thy name, and he 
‘ followeth not us, and we forbad him, be- 
‘ cauf: ke followeth not us. But Fefus faid, 
< forbid bim not. 

‘ To the honour of my country, I muft 
‘ add, that it was fome account Mr. Hollis 
* received from us, of the free and catho- 
‘ lic air we bgeathe at our Cambridge, 
* where ProteBans of every denomination 
‘ may have their children educated, and 
* graduated in our college, if they behave 
* with fobriety and virtue ; that took his 
‘ generous heart, and fixed it on us, and 
* enlarged it tous, And this fhall be with 
‘me, among his dittinguifhing praifes, 
* while we rife up and blefs his memo- 
“ ry, 2.e, blefs God in the remembrance 
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of all the undeferved favours done us 
by him. 

‘ AND it were an ungrateful part in- 
deed in us, after fo many great bene- 


factions, from him, to the intereft of 


learning and religion among us, by the 
will of God to all pofterity, if his death 
were not mentioned among us, in that 
folemn and mournful manner, as it now 
is. The weeping widows of ‘foppa, 
would elfe rife up in judgment againft 
us, and condemn us, for they {tood mourn- 
ing about the dead body of Dorcas, a 
pious difciple, that was full of good works 
and alms-deeds which fhe did ; and the 
rifen Jefus approved their forrow, and 
at the apoftles prayer raifed her from the 
dead; but we mourn a greater than 
Dorcas, and have more to fhow for our 
forrow, than her coats and garments for 
the poor. Our Hollis has left behind 
him wardrobes of rich cloathing, in 
many places, both for the fouls and bo- 
dies of the poor, and fome of our fons 
wear them, in our fight, and others are 
to put them on, from generation to ge- 
neration ; and if their fathers have dry 
eyes, we call on our children, and in- 
deed, on all the fons of the prophets, 
among us, to weep over Hollis, who 
clothes you in better than fcarlet, with 
the beft of delights, intellectual and mo- 
ral, and has put on you ornaments of 
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apparel richer than gold! Lament over 
him therefore with this lamentation. 
How is our beauty fallen! How lovely 
and pleafant to us was he in his life ! 
His love to us was wonderful; and all for 
Jefus fake. 

‘ ForGIvE me, my hearers, this ten- 
der rapture of grief, and tranfport of un- 
feigned efteem! That I have fallen, like 
‘fofeph, on the face of my dead friend, 
and father, and kiffed it, with fuch affec- 
tion. Believe me, ’tis not becaufe he 
was mine, but yours, and ’tis not becaufe 
he was yours, but Chrift’s; his friend 
and therefore yours. For this friend of 
the bridegroom rejoiced to hear of his 
voice, founding among us in thefe remote 
parts of the earth; and fent over his 
bounties for the cherifhing, {trengthening, 
and eftablifhing the kingdom of Chrift 
among us. ‘Thus did he thew himfelf, 
one of the true and humble friends of 
Jefus, while he lived, and now he is fal- 
len afleep, and dead, will not the Lord 


own him? Will he not fay concerning 


him as he did concerning Lazarus, in the 
words of my text? Our friend fIcepeth. 
INDEED, there is fuch a ftrain of pious 


gratitude runs thro’ the whole of this fermon, 
that I could hardly forbear the tran{cribing 


it. 


But I muft leave room, for the reve- 


rend Mr. Edward Wigglefworth, D.D. and 
Holhiffian profeflor of Divinity, who introdu- 


ced 
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ced his fermon on the fame occafion, preach- 
ed in the Hail of Harvard College,which was 
publifhed at the defire of the prefident, and 
fellows of the faid College, in thefe words, 
Upon the forrowful news, which reach- 
ed us laft week, of the death of the pious, 
and charitable Tho. Hollis Efq; the ge- 
nerous founder of the lectures on this 
day, I queftion not, but it is expected, 
as a tribute due to the memory of the 
greateft of the benefactors to this /océety, 
and which the relation I have had the 
honour for diverfe years of ftanding in to 
him. ftrongly demands of me, that I 
fhould turn afide, from the ftated exer- 
cifes of the day, to {pend a few thoughts, 
upon fome fubject, more peculiarly fui- 
ted, to fuch a difpenfation of divine pro- 
vidence. And confidering the diftin- 
guifhing character of our departed bene- 
factor, I know not of any paflage in 
© {cripture, which might fairly lead us, in- 
‘to more proper thoughts upon {uch a {o- 
‘ lemn occafion, than the words which 
‘ have now been read unto you. And Rey. xiii, 
© therefore I have chofen them, for the '+ 
© fubject of our meditation at this time.’ 
After he had finifhed his difcourfe he con- 
cludes thus, ‘It only remains, that in juf- 
* tice and gratitude, to an eminent fervant 
© of God, who lately died in the Lord, 
‘ and is gone before us to a blefled immor- 
‘ tality; we proceed to take notice of fome 
‘ things, 
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things, for which his name ought to be 
precious, and to be had in everlafting 
remembrance with us. 

‘ Tr cannot reafonably be expected, fays 
he, that I fhould prefume to effay the 
charaéter of a gentleman who was no 
otherwife known to me, than by that 
fpirit of unaffected piety, which always 
breathed in his letters ; and by thofe good 
works, for which all fucceeding genera- 
tions among us, muft rife up and call him 
bleffed. I fhall therefore only obferve 
two or three things, with refpect to his 
bounteous donations to this fociety, which 
I think ought not to be pafled by in fi- 
fences okt; 

‘ y, Tuat he did not refer his works 
of piety and charity, to the direftions of 
his laft will and teftament ; but chofe 
in them to be his own Executor, or in 
other words, that he did not hold faft his 
worldly goods, as long as he himfelf was 
capable of enjoying them, and then give 
part of them away, from thofe who were 


to fucceed him; dut honoured the Lord 


with his fubftance, during his own life. 
‘ 2. Tuar the expreffions of his bounty 
were not confined to a party. And in- 
deed, by his frequent and ample bene- 
factions, for. the encouragement of theo- 
logical as well as human knowledge 
among us, who are chriftians of a diffe- 
rent denomination from himfelf, he hath 
fer 
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fet fuch an example, of a generous, ca- 
tholic, and chriftian fpirit, as hath never 
before fallen within my obfervation, nor, 
fo far as] now remember, within my 
reading. However it was nothing, but 
what appeared in the conftant tenor of his 
letters, that he did not apprehend, the 
kingdom of God to conji/t in meat and drink, 
but in righteoufne/s,and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, I hope the fhining example, 
he hath fet herein, will be an irrefiftable 
inducement, to thofe that fhall have 
the government of this fociety in all 
times to come, religioufly to comply with 
the very modeft refervations he hath 
made in favour of thofe, of his own de- 
nomination among us. 
‘ 3, Tisno mean firoke in his character 
in my account; that he did not content 
himfelf to make ample bequefts to this fo- 
ciety, and then leave it to the confciences 
of them who had, or might hereafter, 
have the direction of it, to fee that they 
were well improved ; but hath from firft 
to laft, taken the utmoft care, to put 
it, as far as was poflible out of our pow- 
er to mifimprove ther, or in any mea- 
fure to defeat his pious intentions. This 
looks not like one, that fought the praife 
of men, but who was fincerely concern- 
ed, that the ufefulnefs, as well as the 
memory of his bounties, might be per- 
‘ petuated, 
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petuated, to the glory of God, and the 
real good of his p¢ople. 

‘ THESE, not to mention other inftances, 
are ftrong prefumptions, that he was 
one, whofe life was conducted by the 
laws of Chrift, fince it appeared to be fo 
filled, with the fruits of the Spirit. And 
therefore we may well conclude him one 
of the blefled, who died in the Lord, and 
that he now refts from his labours, and his 
works follow him-And tho’ for this reafon, 
we may not lament his death, upon his 
own account; yet we ought to confider, 
and lay it to heart, asalofs, not only to 
this foczety; but to all the churches, of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, thro’ the land ; 
fo far as the encouragement of religion, 
and learning among us, is of importance 
unto them. And at the fame time, 
we ought to return moft hearty, and 
abundant thanks to God, who was plea- 
fed toinfpire him with fo much good- 
will to us and continue him fo great a 
bleffing to us for fo many years. 
© Nor may it ever be objected in pre- 
judice to his memory that he hath found- 
ed two profeflorfhips among us, which 
are called after his name, without {et- 
ling fuch a fupport of them, as is fuffi- 
cient for the exigence of the prefent times. 
His other ample benefactions, fuch as 
his charitable affiftances to indigent, bat 

* deferv- 
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* deferving ftudents, devoted to the work 
© of the miniftry ; the fine-and coftly appa- 
‘ ratus for experimental. philofophy, and 
* the noble addition ‘of ‘valuable books: td 
‘ our public library, are enough to rendet 
© his name for ever dear and‘horiourable.” 
Tue learned Mr, I/aac Greenwood, 
A.M. Hollifian profeflor of philofophy. and 
the mathematicks, in compliance with fome 
who thought it was a proper réefpect due to 
the memory of fo great a benefactor. as 
Mr. Hollis was, that he fhould in fome 
manner accommodate his public lecture to 
the forrowful news. And accordingly on 
the 7th of pri/, he read to the fudents of 
Harvard College, a philofophical difcourfe 
concerning the mutability and changes. of 
the material world, which he introduced 
to his philofophical audience in thefe words, 
viz. * You cannot expect, fays he, that I 
fhould goon in the ordinary courfe of 
«my lectures, at this time, regardlefs of 
that great change that has pafled upon 
the religious and moft generous’ founder 
hereof. I have thought it more proper 
to turn my thougi:ts, upon this mourn- 
ful occaficn, to the mutability and 
changes of the material world.’ 
Tue learned philofopher having treated 
of death as a ftate of change, the refur- 
rection of the body, and the foul’s immor- 
tality, concludes thus: ‘ If this bé.fo, fays 


‘ he, with what comfort and hope may 
“ we 
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we furvey the relicks of our departed 
pious friends. They have ended one 
courfe of change to begin another ; they 
bave born their fruit in this world, and 
returned to their feed, that they. may 
fpring. up the fooner in another, pro- 
ductive of other good fruit. And as in 
the vegetable kingdom, it. is with a fu- 
perior pleafure and expectation that we 
confider the revival of fuch plants, as 
have always been diftinguifhed by ‘the 
plenty and delicacy of their fruit; fo 
with earneft defires and hopes we fhould 
wait for the day, when we fhall behold 
the refurreCtion of fuch as have diftin- 
guifhed themfelves by acts of charity and 
bounty. And with fuch expectations 
and hopes nature it felf will allow me to 
bid a folemn farewel to the remains of 
that unparallell’d benefactor to this /2- 
ciety, Thomas Hollis, E{g; of Lendon,. 
who, with fo many other ufeful bene- 
factions, has laid the foundation of this, 
and other philofophical, and mathema- 


.tical exercifes - A fort of learning, 


which, he knew well, naturally tends to 
the benefit and improvement of the feve- 
ral profeffions and- occupations of life, 
and has of late been excellently applied 
by many learned men of feveral nations, 
to the advancement of religion, the moft 
important “principles of which, natural 
and revealed, are abundantly Hhuftrated, 

* and 
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confirmed thereby. And on thefe ac- 


counts; without doubt it was, [that he 

thought fit to found a public profeffor- 

fhip thereof. I fhall not prefume, fays 

he, to give any account of his numerous 

benefactions, fince many remarkable -cir- 

cumftances thereof have been excellent- 

ly noted by the reverend Dr. Wiggle/~ 

worth, and the facts may poffibly. be as 

well done. by. the reverend Mr, Wad/- 

worth, prefident.’ 

TuHaT nothing might be. wanting to 

perpetuate the memory of this worthy, 

pious, generous gentleman, the reverend 

Mr. Benj. Wadfworth,, prefident of . the 

college, prefixed a preface to thefermon of 

the aforefaid Dr. Wigglefworth, wherein 

he more particularly {ets forth his dene- 

factions ; and -as ‘it fhews-whatia grateful 

efteem- he had. for the memory of him, I 

fhall oblige the reader with. the whole. of 

it in his own words. 

‘ SOLOMON, fays he, the wifeft. of Prov. 

meer men, has faid, That the foul.be*™ * 

without knowledge it is not. good. One 

ereater than Solomon, even our blefied 

Redeemer, faid to his eternal Father, 

This is life eternal, that they might know John 

thee, the only true God, and Fe/us Chrift, xvii. 3. 

whom thou haft fent. The infpired apo- 

© ftle Paul faid, I count all things but. lofs, Phil.iii.s. 

« for the excellency of the. knowledge of Fe- 

< fus Chrift my Lord. Thefe things being 
Q2 eso 
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fo, the ufing of prop2r means to promote 
and propagate right knowledge, mutt 
needs be: looked on as very beneficial to 
mankind. Our fathers; who firft fettled 
in this wildernefs, were well aware of 
this, and therefore in their early tumes, 
tho’ they:were few in number, poor, and 
low in their worldly circumftances; con- 
flicting with many dangers, and dithcul- 
ties, did found a college here, called 
Harvard College, in Cambridge in New 
England, to train up youth in good 
knowledge, learning, virtue, that there- 
by they might be the better qualified, 
eminently to promote the glory of Gad, 
and-good' of men. That God of all 
graee, and giver of every good gift, who 
enabled and ‘enclined-our fathers to en- 
gage in this noble work, has owned, .and 
{miled-on their pious defigns in. this. mat- 
ter. He has hitherto continued the: co/- 
lege, and made it a river, the -fircams 
whereof make glad the city of God. ‘That 
many educated here have been eminent- 
ly ferviceable in promoting both the fpi- 
ritual and temporal welfare of this -peo- 
ple, as well as in fome other countries; 
is too well known to need any proof. 
‘ To the college thus begun in weak and 
low circumftances, God, of his meer 
grace, has raifed up fundry kind, gene- 
rous benefactors, fome at one time, and 
{ome at another ;. {ome in.doing lefs, and 
‘ fome 
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fome more, to promote the noble and 
pious ends aimed at in founding of it; 
thanks be to God for his. {miles herein. 
But the late Tho. Hollis, F{q; of London, 
merchant, now gone to his everlafting 
reft, did in his donations to our college, 
far. exceed any other of its benefactors. 
He founded two profefforfhips in it, one 
for divinity, the other for the mathema- 
tecks, and natural and experimental -phi- 
lofopky. Out of the incomes, or intereft 
of his donations, he ordered fourfcore 
pounds per annum in our money, to each 
of his profeffors, and tex pounds a piece 
per annum to ten poor {cholars, of a 
laudable character, defigned for the work 
of the gofpel-miniftry, as an help to de- 
fray the charge of their education, and 
twenty pounds per annum to the college 
treafurer for the time being, to reward 
him for his care and trouble in managing 
the donations he has fent us, Befides 
thefe things, he has given us a curious 
apparatus, for mathematical and phtlofo- 
phical experiments. By his means we 
have Hebrew and Greek types to be ufed 
in printing; and he has at fundry times 
augmented our college library, with very 
valuable books, partly of his own gift, 
and partly by procurement from friends. 
Indeed his heart was extenfively enlarged 
in doing good; in efiays. to promote 
God’s glary, and the welfare of mankind, 
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The exprefs declarations in his ftatutes 
and orders, as well as many paflages in 
his letters, are plain indications of the 
great piety prevailing in his foul. May 
the reverend Dr. Wigglefworth’s fermon, 
his profeflor of divinity, occafioned by 
the mournful news of his death, and 
well adapted to the occafion, preached 
in thé College Hall, and made public 
herewith, be followed by the divine 
bleffing, to quicken perfons to live in, 


‘and to the Lord, that they may die in 


the Lord, and be bleffed forever. The 
fubjoined difcourfe of his mathematical 
profefior, on the fame occafion, may 
poffibly be entertaining to the curious and 
philofophical, whether taking with or 
dinary teaders or not. May our very 
kind, genetous benefactor’s name, ~ be 
ever precious and honourable in ou: €o/- 
lege and churches. May~God, the God 
of all grace, who has raifed to our Co/- 
lege all its friends and benefators,- raife 
up more from time to time, to-fhaw ‘to 


“it that favour and kindnefs-in-all regards, 


which may be needful; and may all3who 
love its profperity profper. May the 
College be continued for a great bleffing 
to this whole land, as long as fun and 
moon fhall endure: And may all who 
wifh it well, tho’ not able to beftow gifts 
or donations on it, yet pour out their ear- 
neft prayers to God for it, that aH. who 
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“ do, or fhall belong to it, may be furnith- 
‘ed with knowledge, learning, grace, 
“and be made eminently inftrumental of 
* advancing his intereft and glory in the 
* world. | 
Benjamin Wadfworth , 


sais - Prefident of Harvard 
4p. pe ; : a College, in Cambridge, 
New England. 
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FOHN Hollis, E{q; brother to the afore- John 
faid Tho. Hollis, Efg; poffeffed the virtues ll 


and graces of his family ; and if his public 
charitable benefactions did not amount in 
fum, he having a large family to provide 
for; yet they did in degree, as coming 
from a foul as truly great and noble as 
theirs, Three .fuch inftances jn one and 
the fame family is rare to be found. All 
truly. pious, early converts, and fuch as 
bongured the Lord with their fubftance. 
Dr. Hunt, in his funeral difcourfe, oc- 
cafioned by the death of this gentleman, 
tells us, ‘ That the principles of religion, 
which in his youth were inftilled into his 
mind, foon made a dee impreffion up- 
on him, and became the incorruptible 
feed of a fpiritual life. His great con- 
cern was to keep alive thofe religious 
and divine affections. And for that pur- 
pofe, when bufinefs called him to leave 
the city, and go into the country, he 
took with him fuch books as were writ- 


Q4 € ten 


~ m= ~~ a ~ Lal Cl a 


232 The. History of the 


ten with peculiar warmth, and particu~ 
larly fitted to.excite and -raife devotion, 
He was fteady and conftant in private as 
-well as public worfhip, and paid ever a 
due defference to the appointments of the 
chriftian daétrine, and recommended: 
them ta the obfervance of others. ..His 
beneficence was confiderable, and in 
many inftances private, tho’ in public 
ones it could not be concealed. He had 
his paffions under great regulation, and 
tho’ he did not talk much he was plea- 
fed with the free and chearful converfa- 
tion of others,. even to the laft. He 
was careful and exact in the perfor- 
mance of relativé duties, a good hufband, 
and a moft _affectionate: father, always 
giving has children a: handfome liberty 
of converfing with freedom before him, 
and at the fame time ever. concerned 
* about their {piritual and -eternal welfare. 
‘ Not to fay any thing ofthe kind ufage 
‘ he exprefled to his menial fervants, I 
could enlarge greatly on this part of his 
‘ character, were it not, that I fear. I 
‘-fhould raife in his neareft relatives. an 
‘ wamoderate grief, which it is their duty 
‘ to fupprefs. His patience, under his 
* pain, was remarkable; and, if he had 
‘ any deftre. to live longer, it was, that 
* he might be ufeful to his family and 
§ others,’ 
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Mr. Yohn Taylor, of whom mention is John 
y '. 


made, p. 161. as joining with Tho. Holls, 
E{q; in a benefaction of books, for the ufe 
and encouragement of the Bapti/? miniftry 
at Penfilvania in America. He was a very 
pious and ufeful member of the baptized 
church in Little Wild-ftreet, near Lin- 
coln’s- Inn - Fields, And as through his 
great modefty he laboured to conceal his 
ufefulnefs, fo but little can be faid refpect- 
ing the particulars of his many benefactions, 
in which he Jaid out a very great part of a 
plentiful eftate, in promoting the caufe of 
Chrift. This was very evident, and could 
not be concealed, wz. That he was very 
folicitous. for the welfare of mankind in ge- 
neral, and;a great encourager of what he 
thought likely.to promote the intereft of 
true religion,. 

In. Nov. 1703. when a great and dread- 
ful ftdrm-made many faces pale, and their 
hearts tremble, he was by a fignal provi- 
dence preferved, when in extreme danger. 
This fo affected his foul, that for fo re- 
markable a mercy, he annually, on the 
27th of Nov. the day thereof, publicly and 
pioufly devoted that day to the Lord, in 
commemoration of that dreadful ftorm, as 
long as he lived, on which day a fermon 
was preached by fuch as he appointed for 
that purpofe. 

INDEED, it was a difmal and fore judg- 
ment, and affirmed by all who have made 

men- 
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mention of it, that it exceeded any. ftorm 
that has happened in the memory. of man, 
or that can be found in any hiftory. Above 
250,000 trees were torn up by the roots,. 
and above 400 windmills overfet and bro- 
ken to pieces ; barns and out-houfes with- 
out number. More than 800 dwelling- 
houfes were blown down, in moft of 
which the inhabitants received great wounds 
and. bruifes, and many loft their lives, 
Above one hundred churches were unco- 
vered, the lead from fome of their roofs 
blown to an incredible diftance ; befides 
feveral which had their fteeples and battle- 
ments entirely deftroyed. 

Tue city of Brifol did not only fuffer 
immediately from.the wind ; but fo high 
a tide was occafioned thereby, as did above 
100,000 /, damage to the merchants goods; 
and it caufed fo {trong a current of the tide 
in the rivér Severn,as broke down the banks, 
overflowed a vaft tract of land, and drown- 
ed 15000 fheep, befides other cattle. 

TuHaT ufeful fea-mark, the light-houfe 
upon the Eddy-ffoxe rock, off Phmouth, 
tho’ it was built with uncommon art and 
ftrength, and had born feyeral great: 
{torms, was not able to ftand this ; and 
the ingenious contriver of it, Mr. Win- 

flanley, being there, perifhed, with thofe 
that dwelt in it, The fhips that were loft 
are computed to be about 300; and that 
there were drowned in rivers, and at fea, 

no 
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no lefs than 8000 perfons. reo were 
known to have loft their lives by the falls 
of houfes, chimneys, &c. 200 more were 
grievoufly wounded and bruifed, in the 
city of London and places adjacent. Among 
thofe that perifhed upon land was that 
great and pious divine, the bithap of Bath 
and Wells ; and at fea, the valiant admiral 
Beaumont. 

A GENERAL faft was appointed in De- 
tember following to be kept on this fad oc- 
cafion. Her Majefty’s words in the pro- 
clamation thereof, were as followeth, v7z, 
* Whereas by the late moft terrible and 
* dreadful ftorms of wind, with which it 
“ has pleafed almighty God; to afflict the 
* greateft part of this our kingdom on Fri- 
day and Saturday, the 26th and 27th 
days of November laft ; fome of our fhips 
of ;war,:and many fhips of our loving fub- 
jects, have been deftroyed and loft at fea, 
and great numbers of our {ubjects fer- 
ving on board the fame have perifhed, 
and many houfes, and other buildings of 
our good fubjects have been either wholly 
thrown down, and demolifhed, or very 
much damnified and defaced, and there- 
by feveral perfons have been killed, and 
many ftacks of corn and hay thrown 
down and fcattered abroad, to the great 
damage and impoverifhment of many 
others, efpecially the poorer. fort; and 
great numbers of timber, and other peat 
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have by the faid ftorm, .been torn up by 
the roots, in. many parts of this our king- 
dom. A calamity of this fort, fo dread- 
ful, and aftonifhing that the like hath 
not.been or felt, in the memory of any 
*.perfon living in this.our kingdom, and 
which loudly calls, for the deepeft, and 
moft folemn humiliation of us and our 
people. Therefore, out of a deep and 
pious fenfe, of what we, and all our 
people have fuffered, by the faid dread- 
ful winds and ftorms, which we moft 
humbly acknowledge, to-be a token of 
the divine difpleafure, and that it was 
the infinite mercy of God, that we and 
our people, were not thereby wholly 
deftroyed — have refolved, and do here- 
by command, ‘that.a general, and pub- 
* lic faft ibe obferved,. &c.’ 

THE fire of London, by authority, is 
annually commemorated,..and was-indeed 
a great calamity; yet it. bears: no :compa- 
rifon with this, either for.the greatnefs or 
extent of the damages done-by it ;:nor-is it 
to. be. named with this terrible ftorm, for the 
number of perfons that perifhed in it. That 
indeed was begun, and carried on, by our trea- 
cherous, and cruel enemies the:papz/fs ; but 
this was a plain indication of God's anger, 
and a judgment coming more immediately 
from heaven upon us. And had God gi- 
ven, buta little more force to this tempett, 
there had not been a city, town, nor houfe 
left 
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left ftanding in England. A few degrees 


more of violence, added to:it, would have 
buried thoufands where'at buried but one. 
But God was pleafed in mercy to this-na- 
tion, to fray the rough winds,in the day-of 
bis wrath, and thereby prevented, an uni- 
verfal deftruction. 

THE pious gentleman, of whom I: have 
been {peaking in this article, to keep up 
the remembrance of this fore and heavy 
judgment, did ordain by his laft will and 
teftament, a fuitable provifion; that the 
fame day of faffzng and prayer, with a fer- 
mon proper on the occafion, .might be an- 
nually obferved, among the Bapti/fs refi- 


ding in and about this great city. The 


which hitherto from year to year has been 
obferved; and the Baprzffs are the only 
people, I know of, who obferve the fame. 

Tue character of this worthy gentleman, 
is fummed up in.a few words, by Mr. 
Tho. Harrifon, who preached his funeral 
fermon, and publifhed it, wherein he fays, 
that none, who were acquainted with him, 
will fufpeét him to be guilty of flattery, if 
he fays; that he has:left very few behind 
him in all refpects his equals, and adds, 
that, ‘ He in the firft place, fecured the: 
welfare of his own foul, building on that 
‘ rock of ages, the Lord Jefus. He faw 
the neceffity, both of relying on his me- 
rits, and of fubmitting to his govern- 


ment, and chearfully received him ues 
* his 
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his Saviour and his King. He was well 
acquainted. with the feveral duties of re- 
ligion; and tho’ his readinefs to affift 
others occafioned him a great deal of 
work, after he had left off his bufineds, 
yet he redeemed fome time every day 
for prayer, reading, and meditation ; 
and often, like J/aac, went out into the 
fields to meditate. I have heard him 
fpeak, fays he, with a great deal of plea- 
fure, of the happy feafons which he had 
enjoyed in his ‘retirements from the 
world. After he had given himfelf up 
to this church, he was careful to make 
good his place, and never allowed any 
trifling things to keep him: from the fa- 
crament, I think I may fay, that he 
was not abfent above twice in fix: years. 
Aind as he carefully attended on divine 
inftitutions, fo his behaviour in the world 
was ornamental-to the religion which he 
profeffed. ‘Nor was he les exemplary 
on the account of a public {pirit; how 
vehemently did he-detire the falvation of 
others | the ftrength of his concern about 


this he evidenced, by laying gut a very 


great part of'a plentiful eftate ih the Re- 
deemer’s caufe. He difperfed large quan- 
tities of books through this land, and 
fent many abroad, for the help: of poor 
minifters, and families: And hefides, 
to fome that were in diftrefé, he would 
give to; others he would lend without 

‘ making 
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making an advantage of what he lent. 
He was alfo very compaffionate towards 
thofe, who, merely by the frowns of 
providence, were render’d unable to pay 
their’ debts; and chofe rather to lofe 
that which was his due than to ufe fe- 
vere meafures. And that which made 
his charity both more acceptable ‘to God, 
and more: beautiful in the eyes of man, 
was, that he extended it to perfons of all 
parties. It was enough to. recommend 
an object to him, that the perfon was 
really indigent, and likely to make a 
good. ufe of his bounty, and to be the 
better-for his kind offices. 

‘ One thing more, adds he, I muft 
obferve, that as he did good without 
ceafing whilit he lived; fo he took care, 
that a confiderable part of what he left 
might be employed in the fame manner, 
In a.word, be was not weary in well- 
doing; fo far from it, that he deter- 
mined, if he had lived, to do more good 
than ever; and now, in due feafon, he 
reaps the fruit of his labours.’ 

I. HAVE already very much exceeded 
the bounds I at firft fet my felf; and it 
cannot be: expected that I fhould give an 
account of all the worthy gentlemen among 
the Bapti/?s, whofe memories deferve to 
be eterniz’d in an hiftory of this kind. 
But I muft not omit that honourable gen- Mordecai 
tleman Mordecai Abbot, Efq; Receiver- Abbot. 
general 
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general of the cuftoms, a noted Baprif, 
who paffed through an ill-natured world 
with an unfpotted name; and envy itfelf 
could not ftain his charaéter. His worth 
was fo well Known, and the want of him 
fo much felt, that the court, the city, and 
the church of God, were not a little fen- 
fible who it was that was ravifhed from 
them when he died. 

Tue reverend Mr. Yobn Piggott, in the 
faneral fermon occafioned by the death of 
this great and good man, when about to 
give his character, exprefles himfelf thus : 
* I am hot-now to give the character of 
one that dwelt in a fhade, but of one 
whofe public employs expofed him to 
continual view, fo that I doubt not of a 
ctoud-of witnéffes to atteft the truth of 
what I fhalk fay. I confefs, to collect 
all that was exéellent and imitable in the 
deceafed gentleman, is too-big a tafk for 
fo unfkilful a perfon as Iam, who can 
but lay the -dead colours of his chara- 
cer, and mutt leave the finifhing ftrokes 
to more artful hands; to men of better 
judgment, of greater compafs of thought, 
and exactne({s of- ftile. 

‘ I must own I am at a lofs where to 
begin, and what part of his excellent 
character I fhall infift upon ; but I think, 
his piety towards God may properly 
enough be {poken of in the firft place. 
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“ He began very early to: be religious, 
devoted to heaven the tlourifhing bloom 
of his youth, the firft, and beft of his 
£ time; he had well ftudied, and digefted 

the great articles of the Chriftian faith, 
and had right notions of the perfon and 
mediatory work of Chrift, which had a 
mighty influence into his whole convet- 
fation ; for tho’ he lived in a croud; and 
hurry of bufinefs, yet he loft not his re- 
ligion in the midft of it, but kept clofe 
to the private and public duties of divine 
worfhip. With what ferioufnefs and di- 
ligence did he attend on fermons? and, 
What pains did he take in the writing 
and repeating of them ? Which was the 
more extraordinary, becaufe his public 
employs engaged him in writing, even to 
toil and fatigue. He was not a gentle- 
man that affected fingularity, or pre- 
tended to more purity than other Chri- 
{tians; but there was a native graceful- 
nefs that attended his acts of piety and de- 
votion, which he managed without pomp 
or noife ; this was an evidence of his great 
humility; a grace very con{picuous in 
him, as fome of the pooreft in this place 
cannot but have obferved, to whom he 
carried it as if they had been his equals, 
which added a mighty luftre to the reft 
of his virtues. His zeal for {preading 
the great truths of the Gotpel was ftrong 


and regular, bright and flaming; for 
‘ not~ 
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notwithftanding his many neceffary avo- 
cations, he would redeem time to advife 
and affift in the promotion of fubftantial 
godlinefs, His fincerity was very extra- 
ordinary and vifible ; for he appeared al- 
ways with great freedom, fimplicity and 
plainnefs in converfation ; he detefted all 
referves and difguifes; "twas too mean 
for him to appear in ma/querade, tho’ 
alamode. Integrity preferved him from 
the meannefs of flattery, and he pre- 
ferved his integrity amidft a thoufand 
temptations. He was a true Nathanzel, 
who, by the grace of God, abating the 
common frailties of human life, might 
be faid to keep himfelf unfpotted from 
the world; for he acted like ‘fo/eph in 
the court of Pharaoh, only with this 
difference, that he had not learned to 
{wear by his life. 
‘ In his family he was very exemplary, 
gave great encouragement to the begin- 
ings of piety, but deeply refented the 
negligence of fervants or children, that 
fhould abfent themfelves from family- 
worfhip. The company he moft delight- 
ed in was fuch, where he might either 
do good, or receive it. And indeed, I 
may fay, that, like the mafter he ferved, 
he went about doing good; for as he 
fought out objects to exercife his charity 
upon; fo he would thank his particular 
friends, when they told him of any that 
* were 
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were deferving of his alms, and would as 
chearfully relieve them in the moft ge- 
nerous and noble manner. He was ne- 
ver deaf to the complaints of the poor 
and miferable, nor blind to the marks 
of their poverty; neither did he fhut his 
heart, his purfe, or his door againft them. 
He did not only with ‘hem well, and 
give them foft language, but afforded 
them folid fupplies. He was truly that 
liberal man whom Solomon fpeaks of, 
that devifeth liberal things. He gave 
very liberally, tho’ very privately, to en- 
courage the bringing up of a pious and 
learned miniftry in Ireland; and under- 
ftanding that fuch a defign was forming 
in London, he offered moft generoufly to 
encourage it; but befoi:e it could be ac- 
complifhed, death fettered thofe hands 
that were always active in difpenfing the 
moft noble charities. And I think it no 
contemptible branch of his character, 
that he paid a deference and refpect to 
all that were of the facred order of the 
miniftry, under what denomination fo- 
ever they pafled ; tho’ his ears were not 
fervilely bored to any, for he did not 
look on them as Lords of his faith, but 
helpers of bis goy ; yet, I fay, he was not 
wanting to aiford them the teftimonies 
of his refpect. 
‘ As to his acquitting himfelf in his 
public employ, it was with that honour 
R 2 ali 
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that few men in our age do. He was fo 
little charmed with the glitter of wealth, 
and his mind was fo imbued with the 
principles of the Chriftian religion, that 
he thought it below him to raife his 
eftate by the mean practices of craft or 
violence, bribery or oppreffion. He 
feared God, and honoured the King, and 
did not meddie with thofe that are given 
to change. His loyalty to his prefent 
majefty William, thé king of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland: and ae remarkable 
fervices he has done in contributing to- 
wards fupporting the credit of the na ion, 
at a time when it run very low, are too 
well known to need reciting here.’ 


Tue author of Mr. Fo/epb Stenne?’s life 
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© of Mr. Abbot) who paffed with fo much 
reputation through feveral confiderable 
pofts, and was fo highly efteemed by 
king William, continued in them all a 
ftrict Nonconformz/? ; and was fo far from 
being afhamed to own thofe with whom 
in religious matters he agreed, that he 
took all opportunitics, at Tunbridge, 
where Mr, Stexzet was for the ufe of the 
waters, even before perfons of fuperior 
rank, to give Mr. Stexmet fuch marks of 
his re ‘pect, as render’d him uneafy, till 
he was convinced, that Mr. 4ddo0¢ did it 
defignedly, to manifeft the regard he had 
for his character. 
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Containing an account of Some of 
the moft eminent and leading men 


among the Englifh Baptifts. 


T cannot be expected, that I can with- 
in. the compafs of this chapter, infert 
en account of all thofe minifters who have 
be:n no‘ed for their picty, learning, and 
ufefulnefs, It may be fufhcient to point 
out fome few, for the confutation of thofe 
who are ready to caft fuch reflections on 
the Engh/h Baptiffs,-as if there minifters 
were generally illiterate, and chofen from 
amonegft the meaneft of the people. And 
herein I fhall not fet up for a mafter of 
the ceremonies, to place the gentlemen in 
their higher and lower ranks, but fhall 
mention them as they now lie before me. 
And therefore as they are fuch whom ma- 
ny now living have been very converfant 
with, it is haped no exceptions will be ta- 
ken to the order in which J] have placed 
them. 
Mr. Yames Sicklemore, by the times he 
lived in may be fuppofed to havea right to 


seek Pe or 
a place among the /uffering gentlemen of 
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this denomination, tho’ I have not been 
able to obtain any particulars, He was 
very famous for his great piety and learn- 
ing, was minifter of the parifh of Szngle- 
ton, near the city of Chicheffer in Suffex ; 
and was one of thofe, who about the year 
1640. left the practice of infant baptifm, and 
became a zealous afferter of the primitive 
practice of adult baptifin. Before he be- 
came a Baptift, it was his method to cate- 
chife the young people of his parifh, and 
explain to them the meaning of the feve- 
ral queftions and anfwers contained in the 
church catechtfm. It happened, as he was 
difcourfing on what relates to Godfathers 
and Godmothers promifing things in the 
name of znfants at their bapti/m, that a 
certain perion attending afked him, what 
warrant there was in the holy Scriptures, 
for any one part of which he had been 
fpeaking? Being at a lofs with refpeé 
unto the facred writings, he warmly in- 
fifted upon the general voice of the Chri- 
fan church. But afterwards, on a calm 
enquiry into the original of that practice, 
he found it was only a tradition of men, 
and unknown in the apoitolic age. On 
this he refufed to baptize any more of his 
paribioners children, leaving them at li- 
berty to omit their dapti/m, or get other 
minifters to baptize them. He was alfo 
againft minifters maintenance by tithes, 
and therefore gave away the greateft part 
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of his income to the poor and helplefs, 
Tho’ after the change of his principles he 
continued in his parifh, yet he frequently 
preached in other places, more particular- 
ly at Stanmore and Port/mouth, At both 
which places, as well as in his own parith, 
he became inftrumental- in the hand of 
God, of making and baptizing many 
difciples. This practice he continued. to 
his death, tho’ I cannot obtain the time 
thereof. From this beginning fprung up 
the two baftized congregations at Port/- 
mouth and Chichefter ; the former of which 
had for its minifter the reverend Mr. Went- 
worth, of whom I can obtain nothing but 
his name. 

Mr. ‘feremtah Fves, a worthy mini- Jeremiah 
fter of great natural abilities, and com-°"*: 
petent learning, which he attained by his 
own induftry, and diligent application. 
He was a great .difputant, and frequently 
engaged with the Quakers. Once upon 
baptifin, with the reverend Mr. Benjamin 
Woodbridge a prefbyterian minifter at New- 
bury. Yam informed by a manufcript 
communicated to me, that by his many 
difputations, he became fo noted, that 
King Charles I. fent for him, to difpute 
with a Romifh prieft, "The which he did 
before the King, and many others, in the 
habit of a clergyman. Mr. Jves prefied 
the prieft clofely, fhewing, that whatever 
antiquity they pretended to, their doctrine 
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and practices, could by no means be proved 
apoftolical, fince they are not to be found, 
in any writings, which remain of the apo- 
ftolicage. The prieft, after much wrang- 
ling, in the end replied, That this argu- 
ment of Mr. Fves’s was of as much force 
againtt infants baptifm, as again{t the do- 
€trincs and ceremonies of the church of 
Rome. To which Mr. Ives replied, that 
he readily granted what he faid to be true. 
The prieft upon this broke up the cifpute, 
faying, he had been cheated, and that he 
would proceed no further; for he came to 
difpute with a clergyman of the eftablifhed 
church, and it was now evident that this 
was an anabaptift preacher. This beha- 
viour of the prieft afforded his majefty and 
all prefent not a little diverfion. 

Mr. Ives was paftor of a baptized con- 
gregation in the Old fewry between thirty 
and forty years; was well beloved, and 
bore a fair character to his dying day. He 
publifhed the following books, vz. 

1. INFANT baptifm difproved, and 
believers baptijin proved. Being an anfwer ta 
fevcral arguments propounded by Mr. Alex- 
ander Kellie, and fent to him, 4'°. 1655. 

2, CONFIDENCE quejftioned; or, A 
brief examination of fome doctrines deli- 
vercd by Mr, Thomas Willis cf Botoltb’s 
Billing fgate, in a fermon preached by him 
at Aiarzare?’s New Fitjb-fireet, Dec. rie 
1657, 
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3. Aw account of two public difputa- 
tions with Mr. Tz//am and Mr. Coppinger, 
about the feventh day fabbath. 

4. ACONTENTION for truth; or, 

An impartial account of two difputations 
with Mr. Danjon. 1672. 

THERE is alfoa poff/cript of his in the 
account of the two mectings at Bardican 
and Wheeler’s Street, on account of the 
Quakers appeal to the Baptz/ts againft Tho- 
mas Hicks, Publifhed by Thomas Plant. 
1674. 

Mr. William Reeve, a minifter of con- William 
fiderable parts, and a great difputant. All Reeve- 
I can obtain concerning him is, That a 
little before, or after the Revclution, a 
public difpute was appointed between him 
and a clergyman of the church of England 
about Japtz/in, at or near Leiceffer. But 
the clergyman at the time appointed did 
not appear, alledging, that having no li- 
cenfe from his bithop he could not. This 
brings to my mind the prevention of ano- 
ther difpute between a Clergyman and a 
Baptift minifter, which I had from a wor- Mr. Tho. 
thy reverend gentleman fince deceafed, Flower 
The Clergyman at the appointed time 
came, but infifted, that the difpute fhould 
be in Latin, The Baptz/t minifter plead- 
ed for its being in Ezgl/h, that it might be 
to the edification of the auditory ; but the 
Clergyman could, by no means, be prevail- 
ed upon to content thereto, and Enpiaaen 
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laid down the argument in Latin, The 
Baptift being an Iri/h gentleman replied in 
Trifh. The Clergyman furprized at the 
learning of his antagonift, ingenuoufly con- 
fefled he did not underftand Greek, and 
therefore defired him to reply in Latin. 
Well, faysthe Bapti/?, feeing you cannot 
difpute in Greek, I will not difpute in La- 
tin, \et us confent to difpute in Engli/h, 
and leave the company to judge. But this 
being not complied with, the difpute was 
fruftrated. 

Mr. Samuel Loveday, a learned, pious, 
and very ferious minifter of the Gofpel, 
was paftor to a congregation of Baptz/ts, 
meeting in Goodman's Fields, which now 
meet in Virginia Street. is fubjects 
moftly treated on, were fuch as tended to 
ftir up his auditory to live as became chri- 
ftians ; to be watchful againft temptations, 
and diuigent in performance of their duty ; 
not refting in external duties, anda bare 
fubmiffion to the ord:maxces only. And as 
he thus publicly inftructed his auditors, fo 
he did the fame by his example; for he 
lived agreeably to his difcourfes, a life truly 
godly and pious. He was noted for his 
great modefation, and very feldom con- 
cerned himfelf with controverted points. 
It was obferved in his family, by thofe 
who lived with him many years; that his 
reproofs of his children or fervants, when 
faulty, were always without anger, fo that 
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he left the guilty no room to conteft the 
matter with him. 

He wrote an Expoftion on the 25th 
chapter of Matthew, an 8°°. 1675. And 
another book, intitled, Perfonal .reproba- 
tion reprobated. 

Mr. ‘Foln Brown, a very learned di- James 
vine, was of Oriel College at Oxford. He Sipoli 
wrote a book intituled, Scripture redemp- 
tion freed from reftraint, printed in the 
year 1673. againft Mr. Troughton of One~ 
leap, near Lezceffer. He travelled, and 
difputed in many places in Exgland, Wales, 
and Scotland, as the title page of his book 
informs us, 

Mr. Abbot, Mr. ‘fohn Keith, Mr. Wil- Mr. Ab- 
liam Kaye, Mr. London, Mr. Henry Mor->% ae 
rifs ; thefe were all gentlemen of learning 
who left the eftablifhed church, and join- 
ed the Baptifis. Mr. ‘fobn Kccles of 
Broomfgrove, Mr. Robert Keate of Wau- 
tage, Mr. Dan. King of Coventry, Mr. 
William Confet, Mr. Edward Hariffon of 
London, Mr. ‘fobn Pendarvts of Abingdon, 

Mr. Richard Steed of Farringdon, Mr. 
“fohn Carpenter of Finftock, Mr. ‘fehn 
Tomkins of Abingdon, Mr. Nicholas Smith, 
Mr. Edward Draper, Mr. Zachartas 
Stanton, Mr. Thomas Glafs, Mr. ‘fobu 
Vernon, Mr. Thomas Rofwel, Mr. Spencer, 
Mr. Wiliam Rider, Mr. Henry Gregg, 
Mr. ‘fobn Clayton, Mr. ohn Stanly. 
Thefe were gentlemen who probably bore 
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a teftimony to Chrift, by fuffering for his 
fake, tho’ I have been able to obtain little 
more than their names. I may add to 
thefe Mr. Buttal of Plimouth, Mr. Sharp 
of Froome, Mr. Timothy Thomas of Per- 
frore, Mr. Davifon of Trowbridge, Mr. 
Whinnel of Taunton, gentlemen who were 
noted for their piety, zeal, and ufefulnefs ; 
but having not yet obtained any particulars 
refpecting them, I muft leave them at 
prefent with the mention only of their 
names, and proceed to give an account of 
fome others, of whom I can {peak more 
largely, and with certainty. 

CAROLUS Maria de Veil, D. D. He 
was born ot fewi/h parents, and educated 
in that religion. The rites and cuftoms of 
which, as it appears by his writings, he 
thoroughly underftood. But by perufing 
the prophetical part of the Old Te/tament, 
and comparing them with the new, he 
was convinced, that Jefus Chrift was the 
promifed Mefiiah ; and thereupon he em- 
braced Chriftianity. This fo enraged his 
father, that with a drawn fword, he -at- 
tempted to kill him ;. but was prevented 
by fome prefent. He fell in firft with 
the Roman catholicks, and foon became a 
celebrated preacher amongft them. His 
great abilities advanced him to fome confi- 
derable promotion in the Gallican-church, 
and he was made Doéfor of Divinity, in 
the famous univerfity of Anjou. 
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In the year 1672. he publifhed a Com- 
mentary on the Gofpels of Mark and Luke, 
in which, befides a literal expofition of the 
text, collected from the monuments of the 
ancients, he took opportunity to defend the 
etrors and fuperftitions of the Church of 
Rome, which fo advanced. his reputation, 
that he was appointed to affift, in writing 
again{t the Hugonots, the then main adver- 
faries of the Catholics in France. This 
employment, led him to examine, the 
controverfies between the papz/fs and the 
proteftants, to whofe principles he had 
hitherto been a ftranger ; and finding the 
truth on their fide, to prevent the confe- 
quence of fuch a change in his principles, 
he fled to Holland, where he abjured po- 
pery, and foon after came over into Eng- 
land: and in a fhort time became acquain- 
ted with Dr. S¢lingfleet, Bifhop of Wor- 
cefter, Dr. Sharp, dean of Norwich, Dr. 
Tillotjon, dean. of St. Pauls, afterwards 
archbifhop of Canterbury, Dr. Stmox Pa- 
trick, dean of Peterborough, afterwards 
bifhop of Ely, William Loyd, bifhop of St. 
Ajaph, and feveral other clergymen, of 
the greateft dignity, and more particular- 
ly with Dr. Compton, then bifhop of Lon- 
don; a man of ardent zeal for religion, of 
a charitable difpofition, and a munificent 
patron of learned men. He was admitted 
into orders in the church, and became 
chaplain to a noble family, and tutor to 
the children, In 
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In the year 1678, he revifed his Com- 
mentary, on Matthew, and Mark. In the 
preface he gives an account of the nature 
of the work, and the alterations he made in 
it, with fome account of himfelf, I hall 
therefore give the Engli/h tranflation of it. 

Six yearsago, fays he, when I publifh- 
ed a Commentary on Matthew and Mark, 
in which I explained the meaning which 
the words convey to us agreeable to the let- 
ter. In compofing it ] made ufe both of 
what I had taken notice of, in fearching 
thofe monuments, which the fathers of 
the church have left behind them, and of 
what I had obferved in reading over, and 
carefully examining many and feveral wri- 
ters, both ancient and modern; and alfo 
that talent of prudence, and knowledge 
with which God, who is the bet of beings 
hath furnifhed me. To which may be add- 
ed, that the Hebrew rites and zdioms, 
amongft which people I was born, inftru- 
éted, and brought up, give no {mall light 
to the reading of the New Teftament. At 
that time I publickly taught divinity, in 
the univerfity of Anjou; one of the doctors 
of which univerfity lam. I judged it there- 
fore to be my duty, to interweave in my 
Commentary feveral entire differtations rela- 
ting to the divine dottrine, and hiftory of 
the Chriftian religion. And in it I laid 
hold of all opportunities to defend the fu- 
perftitions and errors of the Roman church, 
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in which I was then held; which I de- 
fended with as much acutenefs, as I was 
able. And therefore fince God has deliver- 
ed me from that difmal darknefs out of his 
abundant mercy, it is fitting, that I fhould 
ufe the greateft diligence, to have this my 
Commentary reprinted, that I may therein 
publicly oppofe the errors which I have 
defended ; and here and there, briefly ex- 
plain the weighty reafons which God 
made ufe of to difpel the darknefs of my 
mind. Further, in this edition I have 
changed very many things, even where the 
controverfy is not concerned; fo that I 
may fay, a good and great part of this book 
is new, and different from the former ed/- 
tion. And now, whatever writers I quote, 
I cite them truly; but becaufe as yet I 
have no fortune, I have not wherewith to 
purchafe all the books I want. Moreover, 
I had fo fet down the Greek writers in my 
collection, as not to write out their words 
in Greek. Thefe, therefore, for want of 
books, which I might confult, I have 
made to {peak in Latin ; and almoft all the 
texts of Scripture I produce from the vul- 
gate tranflation, which is what I am beft 
acquainted with; yet fo, as that I diligent- 
ly take notice, where it differs from the 
original Hebrew, and Greek copies, when 
it appears to be neceflary, for the under- 
{tanding of the facred text. 
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Iv the year 1679 he publifhed his Literal 
Explication of Solomon’s Song, and dedica- 
ted the'fame to Sir Fo/eph Williamfon, privy 
counfellor to the king, and prefident of 
the Royal Society ; which was fo well re- 
ceived, by the moft eminent of the clergy 
of England, and by the foreign reformed 
churches, that by letters of thanks, they 
encouraged, and exhorted him to go on, 
and to give the like expofitions, on the 
other parts of the fucred writings. Upon 
this, he publifhed in the year 16%0, his 
Literal Expofition on the minor Prophets 
which was dedicated to the Lord Heveage 
Finch, Baron of Daventry, Lord high 
chancellor of Eugland, privy counfellour 
to the king, and keeper of the royal feal. 

Tuese his labours were fo acceptable 
to the bifhop of London, that he gave him 
all pofhible encouragement, giving hin 
free admittance at all times into his library. 
Here among other books, he met with 
fome of the writings of the Engli/h Baptifts, 
and finding their principles truly Frote/tant, 
and built upon the word of God, he, by 
the means of a young woman, one of the 
maid fervants in the bifhop’s hcuf , much 
derided by the other fervants for ner Aap- 
tift principles, obtained an interview with 
Mr. Han/erd Knolits at a nobleman’s houfe 
not far off, to which Mr. Kyo/lis ufed fre- 
quently to refort. But after this he be- 
came more intimately acquainted with 
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and converfation, he was fo taken; that he 
foon became a member of his congregation ; 
fuch a projelite as the dottor, brought no 
{mall credit to the intetefts of the Bapti/ts, 
tho’ thereby, he loft his imployments and 
his friends, except Dr. Tillotfon, whofe 
moderation led him, to value men for 
their merits, not their principles. Soon af- 
ter he joined the Baptz/?s he wrote his /te- 
ral Explanation of the Aéts of the Apofiles, 
in which he vindicates, the principles and 
practice of the Bapti/ts; with much learn- 
ing and good judgment. Upon which, 
the eminent and learned monfieur Claude 
a Pedobaptift, and the moft famous of the 
French Proteftant divines, publifhed the 
following letter, in commendation thereof; 
which he fent to the doctor. 


© Monfieur, 
| pAmsciniaety your Commentary on the 
Aéts of the Apoftles you were pleafed 
to fend me, and give you a thoufand 
thanks for this fhare, you are fo Kind to 
afford me in your remembrance ; which 
I have entertained, not only without due 
acknowledgment, but alfo with much 
joy, as coming from a perfon, who is 
and ever fhall be very dear to me, and 
for wiom I have a moft particular 
efteem. I have perufed your Commen- 


tary, tho’ it came but very lately to my 
S ‘ hands, 
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‘ hands, and I have found therein, as in 
‘ all your other works, the marks of a co- 
€ pious reading, abundance of fenfe, right 
reafon, and q juft and exact underftand- 
ing; and I do not doubt, but that this 
Commentary will be kindly received by 
the learned, and prove very ufeful to all 
thofe, who apply themfelves to under- 
‘ ftand the feriptures. This fhews you, 
‘ Monfieur, not to be idle, and that you 
‘ manage well the talents, God has been 
‘ ae to beftow on you. The pub- 

ic will be very much obliged to you, 
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‘ if you continue as I hope you will, and 
© which I take this freedom to exhort you 
* to, making it fuch like prefents. For 
‘ my own part, I find therein a greac edi- 
* fication, and with with all my heart, it 
* lay in my power to manifeft it to you by 
‘ effectual fervices. I befeech you to be 
€ perfuaded of this truth, and that you 
* would preferve me the honour of your 
‘ friendfhip, which I fhall ever look upon 
‘ as very much to my advantage. I take my 
‘ leave, praying God he would continue to 
* pour upon you his holy benediétions, 
‘ and afluring you, that I am, 


© Monjfieur, 
« Paris, Ap. 15,1684. * Your moft humble and 


© Thefe for monfieur 


<deVeil, D.D. Lon. © MOft obedient fervant, 
nt * Claude.’ 
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THis Commentary was tranflated into 
Englifb, with this letter of monfieur Claude 
prefix’d, Auno 1685, by a namelefs au- 
thor, but fuppofed by fome to be the 
doctor himfelf; who, being a foreigner, 
was not perfectly a mafter of the Engli/h 
language, which render’d him uncapable 
of preaching. However, the Bapti/ts, in 
confideration of his abilities, on his difmif- 
fion from his place, raifed him a falary, 
which he enjoyed till his death. He was 
a grave, judicious divine, a good chrono- 
loger, a great hiftorian, a fkilful gramma- 
rian, and fuch a pious good man, as 
brought an honour to the caufe in which 
he was embarked, 

Dr. William Rufel, was educated at the William 
univerfity of Cambridge, and there created Rufel. 
Doétor of Phyfick. He was a worthy mi- 
nifter, of great learning and piety, and 
well verfed in the logical methods of difpu- 
tation; and as God had bleffed him with 
extraordinary and uncommon talents, fo 
he thought himfelf obliged to ufe them in 
his fervice, and thetefore applied himfelf 
clofely to the ftudy of dzvzmity, and be- 
came a famous divine. In and about the 
year 1674. he had feveral public and pri- 
vate conferences with the people called 
Quakers, who \oadéd him with opprobj- 
ous names, and perfonally infulted him. 
One William Luddington, who fell from 
the Buptifts, wrote a book, intitled, The 

S 2 twelve 
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twelve pagan principles, held by the Qua- 
hers, ferioufly confidered. "This book was 
replied to by Dr. Ru/ffe/, in a treatife in- 
titled, Quakerifm is paganijm by W. L’s 
confeffion; or, twelve of the Quaker’s opt- 
nions, called by W.L. the twelve principles 
or opinions for which the Quakers are oppo- 


fed to Chriftians, examined, and prefented 


to William Penn. 

He was the firft paftor of a baptized 
congregation at High Hall, and wrote an 
anfwer to Mr. Michael Harrtffon, the 
prefbyterian minifter of Potter’s Pury in 
Northamptonfbire ; who, ina reply to Mr. 
Collins’s anfwer to his book upon infant 
baptifm, wrote many uncharitable refle- 
ctions, and fcandalous afperfions, on the 
Baptifts in general. Soon after this fol- 
lowed that public difputation held at Port/- 
mouth, by his majefty’s licenfe, which I 
have before taken notice of in this Hiftory, 
Vol. 3. The doctor lived fome years af- 
ter this, in which he continued to defend 
and maintain what he apprehended to be 
truth ; for which no man was more remark- 
ably zealous. 

He was, fays Dr. Fackfon, author of 
the funeral tear to bts pious memory, * An 
‘ able teacher, and {piritual guide; one 
© that was thoroughly furnifhed to every good 
© word and work : And as fuch, an able 
‘ minifter of the New Teftament. One 
‘ fo laborious in the performance of his 
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paftoral duty over the flock, which 
God’s providence had committed to his 
charge, that his care for them was 
more than common. He was in his 
{ftudies unwearied, in his fermons and 
writings elaborate, and fo accomplifh’d 
both in his natural and acquired per- 
fections, as {poke him truly a good man, 
and a great preacher, and one who 
ought to be fpoken of with love and 
reverence. He changed this tranfitory 
life for a bleffed immortality, Mar. 6. 
Anno 1701. 

He publifhed, befides what has been 
aforementioned, 

1. NO feventh day fabbath command- 
ed by Jefus Chrift in the New Tefta- 
ment, 1663. 

2. An Fpi/fle concerning Bapti/m, in 
anf{wer to two treatifes publifhed by Mr. 
Tho. ‘fames, teacher of a congregation at 
Afbford in Kent, 1676. 

3. ANIMADvVERsIons on Mr, Allen's 
Effay of conjoint finging, 1696. 

4, INFANT Baptifin is will worthip ; 
being a confutation of Dr. Bereault’s an- 
{wer to the Port/mouth difputation, 1700. 

5. 4 ¥$UST vindication of the do- 
Grine and practice of ‘ohn the Baptift, 
Chrift, and his apoftles, concerning Water 
baptifm, in oppofition to Mr. Hewerdine of 


Marche. 
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Mr. William Collins, a very learned and 


judicious minifter of Chrift. ‘ It was fays 
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Mr. Piggott, very early, that he difco- 
vered an inclination to ftudy, and books, 
and his progrefs in learning was {wift, 
and fure. When he had paffed thro’ 
grammar \earning and had had the ap- 
probation of Dr. Bu/ly, he began to tra- 
vel. When he came abroad, not going 
fo far as he at firft defigned, he remained 
a confiderable time in France and Italy ; 
where he finifhed the courfe of his other 
ftudies, preparatory to that of Theology, 
to which he clofely applied himfelf, upon 
his return to England; and had many 
encouraging offers made to him, to join 
with the national church; which he ju- 
dicioufly refufed, it being confcience, not 
humour, that made him a diffenter. 
How well he was prepared for the ftudy 
of divinity by nature, learning, and grace, 
foon appeared by his proficiency therein; 
and after he had paffed a little time, 
preaching in the country, he had a very 
remarkable call to the paftoral office, by 
the baptized church in Petty France. 
For the very day he received their letter, 
that invited him to London, he had fo- 
lemnly kept by himfelf, in fafting and 
prayer, for direction about difpofing of 
hinsfelf, for the conftant exercife of his 
minifiry; and receiving this, in the clofe 
of that very day, he looked on it as 
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an an{wer of prayer, and therefore con- 
fented to make them a vifit. Which 
having done, and the church having had 
fufficient proof of his: real piety, as well 
as of his gifts and abilities, they gave him 
an unanimous call to the paftoral office 
with them. He was apt to teach, and able 
upon a fudden to bring forth fomething 
proper, for the ufe of edifying, and of 
that excellent ftock of divine knowledge, 
that he had treafur’d up; having often, 
when difapointed of that help he expect- 
ed, gone into the pulpit, and preached 
an excellent fermon, in the opinion of 
competent judges. Yet, tho’ he was 
thus qualified, he did not ferve God 
with that which coft him nought, but 
applied himfelf to clofe ftudy for every 

fermon, when his health would admit. 
© THE fubjects he ordinarily infifted on, 
in the courfe of his miniftry, were the 
great and important truths of the Gofpel, 
which he handled with great judgment 
and clearnefs, and did well diftinguifh 
betwixt juftification and fanctification, 
exalting the imputed righteaufnefi of 
Chrift, without undervaluing the work 
of the fpirit; fothat his fermons were 
afeful under the influence of divine grace, 
to convert and edify, to enlighten and 
eftablith, being drawn from the fountain 
of truth, the facred feriptures, with which 
he conftantly converfed, in their original 
; S 4 ‘ Jan- 
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languages, having read the beft criticks, 
ancient and modern ; fo that men of the 
greateft penetration, might learn from 
his pulpit difcourfes, as well as thofe of 
the meaneft capacity. 

‘ He did not affect a flaunting {welling 
{tile, but always {poke what was {trong 
and manly, becoming the weight of 
thofe truths he delivered. He did not 
ftudy to amuie, but inftruct his hearers, 
not fo much regarding what would pleafe, 
as profit them, always having on his mind, 
a fenfe of the worth of fouls, and there- 
fore he conftantly advifed his brethren 
of the miniftry to take the greateft care 
they could, to help forward the falvation 
of finners, to exalt Chrift, and not preach 
themfelves, He had a rich ftock of ex- 
perience, as well as ufeful knowledge. 
He felt what he preached, and lived on 
that food he imparted to others, Yet 
under all thefe excellent attainments he 
was one of the mo{ft modeft, humble 
men, in his day; of unaffected fteady 
piety, free from the wild raptures of en- 
thufiafm, and the dull formalities of /z- 
perfittion; not addicted to utter hard 
cenfures of fuch as differed from him in 
leffer matters; but had a love for all 
faints, and conftantly exercifed himfelf 
in this; 40 keep a conjctence void of of~ 


* fence, towards God, and towards man. 
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* As he was conftantly calm in his mind 
in the time of his health, fo he was du- 
ring his laft ficknefs. For when a mi- 
nifter, with whom he was very intimate, 
took notice of his weaknefs, and appre- 
hending him in danger, faid to him, 
Sir, I hope you are not afraid to die, He 
anfwer’d, with great prefence of mind, 
and a chearful countenance, I blefs God I 
“ have not been afraid to die thefe forty 
* years.” He died Oéf06. 30. 1702. 
NEHEMIAH Cox, D.D. a very ex- Nehe- 

cellent, learned, and judicious divine. He ™#hCox- 
was joint paftor with the aforefaid Mr. 
William Collins. I can obtain but a little 
account of him. He wrote a difcourfe on 
the covenants, and printed a /ermon he 
preached at the ordination of an e/der and 
deacons, in a baptized congregation in Lon- 
don. His treatife on the covenants was 
occafioned by Mr. Whiffon’s reply to Mr. 
Delaune, intituled, Infant baptifm plainly 
proved. Yr. Cox perceiving the main hinge 
of the controverfy to turn on Gen. 17. 
concluded, that the only way to clear this 
great point, muft be to make a diligent 
fearch after that account which the {crip- 
tures gives us of the nature and ends of the 
covenant there recorded. Indeed, it was 
not fo foon, publifhed as expected ; but he 
tells us in the preface why it was delayed ; 
* Partly, fays he, occafioned by thoie per- 
* plexities which the reitlefs plots of the 
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‘ papifts, and their bold attempts to over- 
whelm us with the worft of miferies, 
have caufed; which I thought would 
not give leifure for the confideration of 
what might be offered in this kind; and 
partly, by my own averfion from every 
thing that looks like a controverfy with 
thofe who love the Lord Jefus, and fin- 
cerely efpoufe the Protefant intereft, 
tho’ differing in principle and praétice 
from me in fome controverted points.’ 
Hence it appears, that he was a man of 
great moderation and piety, which was 
accompanied with a true zeal for the caufe 
of his mafter whom he ferved. 

Mr. Thomas Harriffon,a very noted mi- 
nifter of this denomination. ‘ He took 
£ upon him the folemn profeffion of reli- 
gion, and became a member of an ho- 
nourable Bapti/? church, about the age, 
fays the reverend Mr, Pzggott, that our 
Saviour was, when he difputed with the 
Fewi/h doctors; and, like the mafter he 
ferved, he grew in wifdom and ftature, 
.and in favour with God and man.* He 
was by his parents defigned for a trade, 
but his capacious foul afpired after fome- 
thing higher ; and fo foon as he obtained 
full liberty for ftudy, he made a confider- 
able proficiency in ufeful learning, under the 
tutorfhip of the learned Mr. Thomas Rowe. 
Befides the advice, converfation, and advan- 
tage he had of fitting under the miniftry of 

Dr. 
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lins, two excellent and judicious divines, 
joint paftors of that church, to which he 
{tood related for above twenty years. 
WHEN he had a due call to preach in 
public, he foon difcovered his excellent 
qualifications for the minifterial work ; 
for as he had entertained very clear and 
found notions concerning the fundamental 
articles of the Chriftian religion; fo the 
feveral graces that adorn the Chriftian life 
did fhine with an admirable luftre, thro’ 
his whole conduct. His life, in every in- 
ftance, was agreeable to his profeffion ; and 
fo religious an obferver of his word, that 
his promifes were as fure, and facred as an 
oath. ‘ He exemplified, fays Mr. Piggott, 
the power of his principles in religion, 
by his clofe walk with God; and tho’ 
his arguments for Chriftianity were al- 
ways demonftrative, and his perfuafions 
ftrong,: yet there was a greater force in 
the fhining virtues of his life; for by 
thefe, men were convinced, that himfelf 
believed what he preached. He was fo 
entirely devoted to the work of the mini- 
ftry, and his heart fo engaged in it, that 
from the time of his firft appearing in 
public, to the laft, his life was one con- 
tinued fcene of labour and toil. His clofe 
ftudy and conftant preaching did greatly 
exhauft his animal fpirits and enfeeble 
* his ftrength; yet to the lait he oe 
id © 
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ed a becoming zeal againft the prevailing 
errors of the day, for he knew no face 
in the pulpit; his foul was too great to 
baulk any, truth that he owned, for the 
frowns or flatteries of the greateft. He 
did not count his life dear to himfelf, fo 
that he might finifh his courfe with joy, 
and the miniftry which he had received 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, to teftify the 
© Gofpel of the grace of God.’ He de- 
parted this life on the 14th day of Auguft, 
Anno Dom. 1702, in the midft of his days, 
being about ¢hirty five years of age. 
Benjamin Mr, Benjemin Keach, whofe writings 
Keach. are well known, and likely to preferve his, 
memory much longer than this endeavour 
of mine; yet many who have read his 
elaborate works, or had the benefit of his 
fearching miniftry, may be defirous of 
knowing his character, and fome of the 
moft remarkable paflages of his life, of 
which there has been no account publifh- 
ed to the world. Andas I have been blef- 
fed with the happinefs of a good wife, the 
youngett off-{pring of the reverend gentle- 
man whofe memory is hereby revived; fo 
the many years I have enjoyed this blef- 
fing has given me an opportunity of being 
more particular, than in the many worthies 
in this hiftory mentioned, and may be a 
fufficient apology for the length of this ac- 
count. He had taken up a refolution of 
doing fomething of this kind himfelf fome- 
time 
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time before his death, but was prevented 
by his more ufeful ftudy. We mutt there- 
fore be content with that imperfect rela- 
tion that can be collected from the memo- 
ry of his acquaintance, fome papers left 
behind him, and what has been occafional- 
ly publifhed in his writings. 

Tuts faithful fervant of Chrift was the 
fon of ohn Keach, of Stokehaman in Buck- 
inghamfhire, and was born in that town, 
Feb. 29, 1640. as it is recorded by him- 
felf in the regifter of his church. His pa- 
rents were honeft and pious perfons, but 
not capable of giving him fuch a learned 
education as was fuitable to his great ge- 
nius, and the honourable employment he 
was afterwards engaged in. He was at 
firft defigned for a trade, and employed in 
one a little time; but his capacious foul 
foon afpired after higher things. He ap- 
plied himfelf very early to the ftudy of the 
Scripture, and the attainments of divine 
knowledge; and obferving the Scripture to 
be entirely filent concerning the bapts/m of 
infants, he began to fufpect the validity of 
the Baptifim he had received in his infancy, 
and after he had deliberated upon this mat- 
ter, was in the fifteenth year of his age 
baptized, upon the profeffion of his faith, 
by Mr. ‘fobn Rufel, and then joined him- 
{elf to a congregation of that perfuafion in 
that country. So good a proficient was he 
in the fchool of Chrift, that his profiting 
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appeared to all that knew him; and the 
fociety of Chriftians with whom he joined, 
thought fit, when he was but esghteen 
years of age, to call him to the work of 
the miniftry amongft them; and from 
that time he continued to preach publicly, 
to the great comfort and edification of them 
that heard him. 

He fet out with fome fentiments con- 
cerning ¢he extents of Chrift’s death, and 
freedom of man’s will, which he foon after- 
wards caft off, and became, more efpeci- 
ally in the latter part of his life, a zealous 
oppofer (both in his preaching and writing) 
of them, This occafion’d fome to charge 
him with ficklenefs, and weaknefs of 
judgment. But it is to be confidered, that 
he had many difficulties to {truggle with in 
his education, being thruft into the facred 
office of the miniftry very young, and 
therefore it was almoft impoffible, that he 
fhould have examined thoroughly the diffe- 
rent fchemes of religion, and be well di- 
gefted in fome of the moft difficult, and 
controverted points of divinity. 

THe Bapti/is, in thofe parts where he 
lived, and with whom he converfed, were 
generally, tho’ not all, fuch as held the 
Remonfirants {cheme in thefe points, and 
went under the name of Arminians. 
Thefe were his affiftants, and under their 
preaching he had fet for fome years, and 
in their principles was he educated ; fo that 

it 
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it is not to be wonder’d at, that he was for 
fome time engaged in following of their 
opinions, But when he came to London, 
where he had a greater opportunity of con- 
fulting both men and books, and found that 
the different opinions in this article gavea 
denomination to two parties of the Baptifts, 
he examined the point more clofely, and 
In a few years came to fuch a determina- 
tion as fixed his judgment in this point for 
his whole life-time afterwards, 

In the year 1660 he married his firft 
wife, whofe name was ‘Sane Grove, a wo- 
man of great piety and prudence, that 
dwelt at Winflow in Buckinghamfbire; of 
whom hereafter I fhall have occafion to 
fay more. 

TuEReE being liberty in Exg/and-for all 
forts of preachers, as well as of all kinds 
of opinions, during the firft ¢wo years after 
he had engaged in, the miniftry, he met 
with no trouble or oppofition in that time, 
but went on his work with great comfort 
and fuccefs. But foon after the return of 
King Charles II. the national church re- 
turned to her practice of perfecution again, 
and the Baptifts were the firft that muft 
fall under it. The fhare that Mr. Keach 
had in the fufferings of thefe times, as far 
as can be-collected, I have already fet 
forth in the courfe of this Hiftory. 

Mr. Keach’s miniftry, was not more 
acceptable in the country than at ae 
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ahd before he had been here many months 
he was chofen and ordained paftor of a 
{mall congregation, that met in Southwark, 
This people, had formerly belonged to one 
of the moft ancient congregations of the 
Baptifts in London, but feparated from 
them in the year 1652, for fome practices 
which they judged diforderly, and kept 
together from that time as a diftin@ body, 
meeting weekly for public worfhip from 
houfé to houfe; the evil of thofe times 
obliging them fotodo. They had for 
their Elder Mr. William Rider, who pub- 
lifhed a fmall traét, in vindication of the 
practice of Jaying on of hands on baptized 
believers ; which practice has continued in 
the church to the prefent day. Tho’ they 
were but few in‘number, yet they had the 
reputation of being a people of folid judge« 
ment, and fubftantial religion, and fome 
of them in very good circumftances, as to 
the pofleffions of this world. Their paftor 
having been dead for fome time, they 
unanimoufly chofe Mr. Keach to be their 
elder, and he was folemnly ordained, with 
prayer, and laying on of hands, in the year 
1688; being the 28th year of nis age; and 
with this people did he continue to the end 
of his days. When he firft fettled with 
them, they ufually met together at a pri- 
vate houfe in Too/y-ffreet, the better to 
conceal themfelves from thofe that perfe- 
cuted them; but ina few years after King 
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Charles II. granting an indulgence to pro- 
teftant diffenters, they erected a meeting 
houfe upon Hor/ely-down, and God was 


pleafed to give {uch fuccefs to his miniftry. 


that he quickly increafed to a credible 
number; and they had frequently occafion, 
to enlarge the place of their affembling, fo 
that at length it became a place large 
enough for the accommodation of near a 
thoufand people. 

In the year 1670, his wife died, which 
was a very great affliction to him; fhe had 
been the wife of his youth; being married 
to her at 20 years of age, and was a very 
tender and loving wife to him; as well as 
a very pious and good woman; fhe had 
been his companion in troubles, and fuffer- 
ings, fen years, had born him five chil- 
dren, three whereof wz. Mary, Elzas, 
and Hannah, were then living. She de- 
parted Oéfober 7, in the thirty firff year of 
her age. And as he had an extraordinary 
affeétion to his wife, fo he took an uncom- 
mon method of expreffing it at her death, 
by writing a poem to her memory, and 
intitling it, 4 pillar fet up. And to apo- 
logize for his doing thus, inferted at the 
beginning of it, the example of Facod. 
And Rachel died, and was buried, and Ja- 
cob fet up a piller on her grave, that zs 
the pillar of Rachel’s grave unto this day. 
In this, after he had lamented in very par- 
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the extreme trouble it occafioned unto him, 
he gave her a very great and noble cha- 
racter, commending her for her zeal for 
the truth, fincerity in religion, uncom- 
mon love to the faints, and her great con- 
tent, in whatfoever condition of life, God 
was pleafed to bring her to. He particu- 
larly obferves, how great an help, and 
comfort, fhe was to him, in his /fuffering 
for the caufe of Chrift, vifiting, and taking 
all poffible care of him, while in pri/on, 
inftead of tempting him, to ufe any bafe 
means, for delivery out of his troubles, 
encouraging him to go on, and counting 
it an honour done them both, in that they 
were called to /uffer for the fake of Chritt. 
She was of an heavenly converfation, her 
difcourfe was favoury, and for the moft 
part about divine things, feeking the fpi- 
ritual good of thofe, with whom {fhe con- 
verfed, and fo fuccefsful was fhe herein, 
that fome have acknowledged, that their 
converfion to God, was thro’ the conver- 
fation they had with her. And as he de- 
figned, by publifhing this, to recommend 
to others the example of fo good a wife, 
and fo pious a woman; it would not be 
juftice done to his character to omit taking 
notice thereof; and fo fall in with his ge- 
nerous defign. After her deceafe, he con- 
tinued fingle about fwo year, and then was 
married a fecond time, to Mrs. Su/anna 


Partridge, of Rickmanfworth in Hartford- 
fire > 
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Joire; the was of the family of the Sézd- 


more’s, of that county, and was the widow 
of Samuel Partridge, of that town, who 
died in about ze months after his marriage. 
By this wife he had five daughters, vzz. 
Elizabeth, Sufanna, Two named Rachel, 
and one Rebekah. They dwelt together in 
great love and amity 32 years. She fur- 
vived him about 23 years, and continued 
a widow to the end of her days, and 
died in Feb. 1727. She was a woman of 
extraordinary piety, who had a good re- 
port of all; a moft tender mother, and 
grandmother, and if fhe exceeded due 
bounds in any thing, it was in her love and 
tendernefs towards her children and grand- 
children. She lived with me many years, 
and during the time I was acquainted with 
her, which was near the laft twenty years 
of her life, I muft fayy hat the walked 
before God in truth, and with a perfect 
heart, and did that which was good in his 
fight. She lived in peace, without {pot 
and blamelefs. Her eyes were turned a- 
way from beholding vanity, and her hands 
were ftretched out, according to her abi- 
lity, to the poor and needy. Her cloath- 
ing was humility, and her ornaments, a 
meek and quiet fpirit. Her converfation 
was upright, as became the gofpel, with- 
out covetoufnefs, honeft, holy, and hea- 
venly. She, according to God’s promife, 
looked for new heavens, and a new earth, 
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to things not feen, and to things that are 
eternal. Her confidence was not in the 
flefh; her rejoicing was in Chrift, and 
Chrift was her all. In her dying mo- 
ments, fo much chearfulnefs, and readi- 
nefs to depart appeared, as made a reve- 
rend minifter prefent, wifh, that fome 
Atheift, or Deift were by, to fee the com- 
fort fhe enjoyed, and the quiet refignation 
of her felf to the will of God; and fuch 
was her defire to depart, that fhe defired 
him to pray ; but not for the continuance 
of her life. 

But to return to Mr. Keach, The 
hardfhips that he fuffered, for afferting 
believers baptifm, in oppofition to that 
of znfants, did not in the leaft, influence 
his judgment, nor abate his zeal for that 
principle; for he was afterwards, one of 
the moft noted advocates in his day for it, 
and wrote feveral treatifes in its defence, as 
will appear, by the lift of his works annex- 
ed to the end of this narrative. 

ANNO 1674. About this time Mr, 
Keach publifhed in a fheet, intitled Mr. 
Baxters Arguments for believers baptifin, 

Mr. Baxter, that warm advocate for 
Infants baptifm, publithed a treatife, to re- 
vive the practice of confirmation, as a ne- 
ceffary means to reform the church, and 
to relieve the differences among Proteftants. 
In this he endeavoured to prove that the 
Infants of believers, were admitted into 
the 


Encuisu Baptists, 


the church by daptifim, and had by baptifin 
a title to many priviledges ; yet when they 
grew up, this znfant title ceafed, if they 
did not make a public profeffion them- 
felves, and be received as adult members, 
which he propofed to have been done by 
confirmation, His fifth propofition was 
this: ‘ That as a perional faith, is the 
‘ condition to God, of title to the privi- 
ledges of the adult; fo, the profeffion 
of this faith, is the condition of his right 
to the church; and without this profef- 
fion he is not to be taken in as an adult 
member, nor admitted to the privileges 
as fuch.’ 
In the procefs of this, Mr. Baxter pur- 
fues this point fo earneftly, as to be off 
his guard, and advances feveral arguments, 
that concluded as ftrongly againft receiving 
infants into the church, and baptizing 
them, without a perfonal profeflion of 
faith, as adult perfons ; for he fays, when 
“fobn the baptift fet up his miniftry he call- 
ed to believers to confefs their fins; and 
that if they were daptized, the fame in- 
fers, that it was not till they confeffed 3 
nay, that it feems by his charge, that it 
was not till they promifed to bring forth 
fruit meet for repentance ; fo that the na- 
ture of the ordinance tells us, that bapti/n 
could not be adminifter’d without a pro- 
feffion; for they were to be baptized in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
is Ghoft, 
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Ghoft, and therefore were to profe/s, that 
they delieved in the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghott. 

Tuat Chrift, in his commiffion, di- 
rects his Apoftles to make difciples, and 
then daptize them, promifing, that be that 
believes and is baptized fhall be faved; and 
who can tell, that a man is a difciple, a 
believer, or an infidel, but by his pro- 
Seffion. 

~Tuart thofe inftances which we have in 
{cripture, of perfons baptized, declare, that 
they profeffed fait before they received 
baptifin; and then refers to the feveral 
paflages for the proof thereof, and adds, 
that penitentiam agere was judged by the 
ancient cocters, to repent, aS was pre-re- 
quifite to baptifm, and that is a manifeft 
profeffed repentance. 

THAT baptifm is {aid to fave us; and 
therefore they that will be daptized mutt 
profes the qualification neceflary to a faved 
fate, 

THAT our baptifm is a folemnizing of 
our marriage with Chrift; and it is a new 
and ftrange kind of marriage, fays he, 
where there is no profe/ion of confent ; 
with many other things to the like pur- 
pote. 

THESE arguments Mr. Keach collected 
together, and had them printed on a fleet, 
and called it as aforefaid, Mr. Baxter’s ar- 
guments for believers baptifm, and referred 
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to the book and page, where he had the 
very words; and made fome {hort remarks 
in the margin upon them, 

THE learned Mr. Tombes ferved ano- 
ther book of Mr. Baxter’s in the like man- 
ner, about fifteen years before this, and 
called it Felo de fe, or Mr. Baxter /felf- 
difputing. But Mr. Keach’s being much 
fhorter, and cheaper, and put into the 
hands of the hawkers, was prefently fpread 
about all over the town. 

Tue credit of Mr. Baxter’s writings was 
by this method very much leffened ; his 
felf-contradictions were made very evi- 
dent ; and it was eafy to difcern, that the 
very fame arguments which he endeavours 
to confute, when advancing one opinion, 
he himfelf makes ufe of ftrongly in de- 
fence of another. 

Mr. Baxter takes notice of this at the 
end of his treatife, intitled, More proofs of 
infants church memberfhip, and right to 
baptifin, and complains of it as hard ufage. 
I think it is as fhort an anf{wer as ever was 
made to fo great a charge, and therefore 
fhall oblige the reader with it in his own 
words. ‘ As I am writing this, fays he, 
‘ the hawkers are crying under my win- 
‘ dow, Mr. Baxter’s arguments for believ- 
‘ ers baptifm, The man that cites authors 
« at this rate cites me againft my felf with 
‘the like confidence. Becaufe I have 
* proved, in my treatife of Confirmation, 
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the neceffity of perfonal profeffion in 
the adu/t; and he that will think, that 
fuch dealing as this doth need an an{wer ; 
that if the adu/t muft make an intelli- 
gent profeffion zmfants muft not be bap- 
tized, let him be aggrieved, for I have 
no time to fatisfy him.’ 

Ir is pity, that a man who found time 
to write {o many books, and engage in al- 
moft every controverfy on foot in his time, 
fhould want an opportunity to clear him- 
felf from fuch entire contradictions; how 
much it would have tended to*his honour, 
and the confutation of Antipedobaptif/m, 
will be feen by ane inftance. He in an- 
{wer to Mr, Blake made ufe of this argu- 
ment, ‘ If there be, fays he, no example 
* given in fcripture, of any one that was 
* baptized without the profefflion ofa faving 
* faith; nor any precept for fo doing, then 
* muft not we baptize any without it; but 
‘ the anfeccdent is true, therefore fo is the 
© confequent,’ Who knows not, but that 
every Baptifi ufes this fame argument in 
the fame fenfe? and to hear Mr. Baxter, 
after he had faid fo much againft them, 
ufe it himfelf, and produce fuch good proof 
both fram precept and example in {erip- 
ture ; this muft certainly tend tg confirm 
them in their opinion, and invalidate what 
he has faid before, in his Plain proofs for 
infant bapitfin, and make him guilty of 
telf-contradiction to a very great degree; 
unlefs, 


n ba) tay n n 


Lal 


Lal 


Encuisu BApTIstTs., 


unlefs, when a Baptif? talks after this 
manner it is weak, and foolifh reafoning ; 
but when fo great a champion as Mr. 
Baxter takes it up, it is like the {word of 
Goliab, and there is no ftanding be- 
fore it. 

‘THERE was no wrong done to Mr. 
Baxter by this method ; it is no other than 
what has been’ pra¢tifed by others, and al- 
lowed to be one of the beft methods to 
confute an opponent. 

Bisuop ‘fewel, in his apology for the 
Proteftants, takes the fame method againft 
the Roman catholics. And Mt. Wall takes 
notice of Mr. Baxter’s being fo ferved by 
Mr, Tombes and Mr. Keach; and he ra~ 
ther juftifies than condemns the method, 
faying, ‘ None can deny them the liberty 
* of making the beft of fuch a courfe *.’ 

Wuar tho’ Mr. Baxter intended his 
proofs, of the neceffity of faith, only in 
the cafe of the bapti/m of adult perfons, 
yet his arguments to prove this prove more ; 
and the middle terms beat down his own 
tenets of infant baptifim ; for if it appears, 
from the nature and defign of baptifin; 
from the zn/titution of Chrift, and the pra- 
étice of the Apoftles, That none ought to 
be baptized without a profefion of faving 
faith ; and that this profefion be made in 
their own perfons ; this does as effectually 


* Hif, of baptifm, Part Il. pag. 4. 
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confute the baptifin of infants, as that of 
infidels. So that it is pity, as I faid before, 
Mr. Baxter could not find time to clear 
himfelf ‘from fuch contradi¢tions as he is 
fo plainly guilty of. 

ANOTHER author Mr. Keach engaged 
upon this fubject, was the famous Mr. 
Burkit, reCtor of Malden in Suffolk, a gen- 
tleman of great efteem, as well for his 
preaching, as his excellent practical expo- 
fition on the New Teftament, which has 
met with fo general an acceptation. 

How Mr. Keach came to enter the lifts 
with this great man, and the fuccefs he 
had in the controverfy with him, deferves 
a place in this narrative. 

Mr. Yobn Tredwell, a Baptift minifter 
of Mr. Keach’s acquaintance and neigh- 
bourhood, was invited to take the care of 
a {mall congregation at Lavingham. He 
was a man of an unblemith’d life and con- 
verfation, and a very folid and ufeful 
preacher. Several in this place, by his 
miniftry, not only being reformed from a 
vicious courfe of life, but alfo profelited 
to the opinion of the Bapti/fs. Mr. Bur- 
kit, whofe living adjoined, began to be 
greatly moved at his fuccefs, and thought 
himfelf obliged to warn his people againft 
the dangerous principles and practices of 
this /ec?, as he termed them, and fo began 
a pulpit war; and contrary to his ufual 
method, contented not himfelf with prov- 
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ing his own opinions, and confuting thofe 
of his neighbours, but caft many unjuit 
and unchriftian reflections, both upon them 
and their opinions. Mr. Tredwell, who 
efteemed the character of Mr. Burkit, in 
a friendly manner wrote a letter to him, to 
perfuade him to defift from fuch methods, 
fo derogating from the character and repu- 
tation that he bore in the world; letting 
him therein know, that they had fufficient 
ground from {fcripture for their practice, 
and that the methods of fcolding and ex- 
claiming were not the way to promote the 
truth; and fo hoped, by this private me- 
thod, to put'a ftop to the growing mif- 
chief. Mr. Burkzt, contrary to his ex- 
pectation, ina little time comes with feve- 


ral of his parifhioners into the meeting-. 


houfe, when they were met together for 
public worfhip, and demanded of Mr. 
Tredwell to hear the doétrines he had re- 
fleted upon, and called unfcriptural. 
Mr. Tredwell, furprized at fuch a riotous 
and tumultuous challenge, however agreed, 
that he fhould have liberty to affert and 
vindicate his opinions, provided he might 
afterwards have liberty to make a return 
to him and his people. Upon this the 
rectot began with a fhort prayer, and 
then, for near ¢wo hours, difcourfed upon 
infant baptifm, and when he had done de- 
parted with his riotous company, without 
giving Mr, Tredwell an opportunity of 
. making 
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making any return, except to a few-of his 
own perfuafion that were left behind. 

Tue rector being not fatisfied with this 
liberty granted him, quickly after prints 
and publifhes the fubftance of his difcourfe, 
and intitles it, 4 plain and practical dif- 
courfe of infant baptifm. And tho’ it bea 
fhort, but ungenerous piece, yet it is-as 
well adapted to prevail upon the affections 
and judgment of the common people, as 
any thing wrote or that fide of the que- 
ftion. ut the fale ftories, and unchri- 
ftian reflections that he intermixed with 
it, {poiled all. 

Mr. Tredwel]l applies himfelf to Mr. 
Keach, reprefenting the hard ufage he had 
met with, and that the whole body of the 
Baptifis were like to fuffer by the falfe re- 
prefentations that were publifhed; and 
therefore defires him, as the moft proper 
petfon, to undertake an anfwer ; and be- 
ing prevailed upon to do it, Mr. Tredwell 
writes an epiftle, in anfwer to what relates 
to himfelf, and Mr. Keach undertook the 
argumentative part, intitling it, The rector 
rectified and corrected. 

THE moft f{currilous part of Mr. Bur- 
kit’s book was {et at the beginning of it, as 
the occafion of his writing upon that fub- 
ject, which is here recited, becaufe it is a 
{pecimen of that treatment which the 
Baptifis commonly meet with from their 
opponents, His words are thefe, v7z. 

« Since 


EncuisuH Baptists. 


Since the. late general liberty the Ava- 
Saptifts thinking themfelves thereby let 
loofe upon us, have. difperfed them{elves 
into feveral counties, endeavouring to 
draw away our people from us, by per- 
fuading them to renounce their firft de- 
. dication to God in daptifin, and to enter 
into their communion after the way of 
dipping. One of their teaching difciples 
having fet up in our neighbourhood for 
making profelytes, by daptzzzmg them in 
a nafty horiepond, into which the filth 
of the adjacent ftable occafionally flows, 
and out of which his. deluded converts 
come forth with fo much mud and 
filtrinefs upon them, that they rather 
refembled creatures arifing out of the 
bottomlefs pit, than candidates of oly 
baptifm; and all this before a promif- 
cuous multitude, in the face of the fun.’ 
For a man of Mr. Burkit’s character to 
publifh fuch a ftory as this to the world, 
and to do it without any manner of hefita- 
tion, or doubt of the truth; and to de- 
clare, that what he relates was done in the 
view of a multitude, was a very likely way, 
I muft confefs, to make it be believed, 
and ‘to fix this fcurrilous practice on the 
Baptifis. But it was well for them that a 
promifcuous multitude was prefent at their 
baptifins, that fo they might have witnefles 
to detect this fa//e ftory. A certificate was 
drawn up, and figned by feveral that were 


pre- 


tal a A a tal Cal A An Lal A Aa Lal Lal Aa a bal A nn ain 


285 


286 


The History of the 


prefent, both Peedobaptifts as well as Bap- 
tifis, in which, after they had cited Mr. 
Burkit’s words, as above, they fay, ‘ We 
¢ whofe names ate hereunto fubfcribed, do 
¢ folemnly certify and declare to the whole 
« world, that thofe reports and affertions 
© of the faid Mr. Burkit are utterly and 
© notorioufly falfe, &c.’ This certificate 
being printed, and fixed to the faid reply 
of Mr. Keach, to which I therefore refer 
you, proves, that the fi/th which Mr. Bur- 
Ait endeavoured to faften upon the Bap- 
tiffs appears to be upon him/elf; and as 
this was a fufficient an{wer to his calumny, 
fo Mr. Keach gave fuch a full and parti- 
cular anfwer to his arguments, that Mr. 
Burkit, nor any other for him, ever at- 
tempted a rejoinder. 

THERE are feveral other authors, who 
wrote in defence of infant baptifm, that 
are particularly anfwer’d by Mr. Keach, 
as, Mr. ‘ohn FlavePs Vindiciarum vindex. 
Mr. Rothwell’s Pedobaptifmus vindicatur. 
Mr. Fofbua Exells Serious enquiry. Mr. 
Shute’s Antidote to prevent the prevalency 
of anabaptifm. And: others, In his feve- 
ral anfwers to them it appears, that he had 
made himfelf mafter of this controverfy, 
and kept clofe to the rules of difputation, 
and avoided all indecent expreflions, and 
perfonal calumnies, and generally got the 
better of his antagonifts, Tho’ it is com- 
mon for men, who engage in controverfy, 
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to enter into the perfonal charaGter of 
thofe they contend with, and flander them 
with fome great crime or other; and the 
opponents of fant baptifm have much 
fuffered from their antagonifts by this treat- 
ment, yet Mr. Keach has efcaped beyond 
what is common, either from the clear 
character that he had, or the juftice of his 
antagonifts, who {corned to ufe fuch me- 
thods,. except towards the latter end of his 
life: When one Mr. Rufen put forth a 
book in the year 1703, with this title, 
Fundamentals without a foundation ; or, a 
true picture of the anabaptifis. Wherein 


he endeavours to reprefent them as the. 


moft vile and offenfive fect that ever ap- 
peared in the world; not only holding the 
moft dangerous errors, but men of the 
moft vicious and profligate lives; and ta 
this purpofe rakes together all ancient and 
modern ftories he could find; befides fe- 
veral which, in all probability, were of 
bis own coining. After many ftories of 
this nature, he adds, and Benjamin Keach, 
another noted writer and teacher of theirs, 
has been lately accufed as guilty of the 
fame, that is, of uncleannefs, 

Hap this gentleman, if he deferves 
that name, really heard fuch an accufation 
againft Mr. Keach, it was very unjuft from 
thence to intimate he was guilty, and to 
publifh it to the world, to take away his 
good name, Our Saviour was accufed of 
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eluttony, and drunkenefs, of blafphemy 
and fedition; and all manner of evil was 
fpoken againft the Apoftles, and the reft 
of his difciples. Now will any man from 
hence conclude they were guilty? God 
forbid! But there appeared no real founda- 
tion, for fo much as he had afferted; for 
foon after his book was publifhed, three 
perfons of good reputation *, took an op- 
portunity to wait upon Mr. Rujen, to 
know the reafon of his inferting this {canda- 
lous ftory. Mr. Ruffen at firft folemnly 
denied the faét, but when they produced 
the book, and fhewed him the words above- 
mentioned, he endeavoured to excufe 
it, by telling them it was fo reported 
to him by another hand; and when urg- 
ed to declare his author he actually re- 
fufed to do it; and was afterwards chal- 
lenged, by the ingenious Mr. Stennet +, 
in the anfwer to his book, to name the 
perfon if he could, that ever accufed him 
formerly or lately, of any fuch crime; the 
which he never complied with. Befides 
all this, there was a certificate figned by 
fome of his neighbours and friends, two of 
whom were members of parliament, to detect 
this falfe accufation, and affixed to the 
aforefaid ingenious anfwer, and is as fol- 
lows, viz. 


* Mr.Tho, Carr, Mr. John Latter, 17. Sam. Newman. 
T Stennet again Ruflen, p. 141. 
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WE whofe names are underwritten, 

being neighbours and acquaintance 
of Mr. Benjamin Keach, and diverfe of us 
Pedobaptifts, fome of us in the com- 
munion of the church of England, ha- 
ving for many years known his good con- 
verfation as a chriftian, and as a mini- 
fter, do folemnly declare and teftifie, 
that we are entirely fatisfied, that Mr. 
David Ruffen’s affertion in his book, in- 
tituled, Fundamentals without a founda- 


tion, p. 31. that the faid Mr. Keach,’ 


has been lately accufed of uncleannefs, is 
falfe, groundlefs and malicious; for we 
never before heard of any fuch accufa- 
tion made againft him by any perfon 
whatfoever ; or, that he was ever charged 
with the leaft immodefty. And we be- 
lieve Mr. Ruffen might, with as much 
juftice, have accufed any other pious and 
modeft man in the world. This we 
think our felves in juftice bound to de- 
clare, to prevent Mr. Keach’s labours 
and books, feveral of which, even in 
Mr. Ruffen’s opinion, deferve due com- 


mendation, from being flighted, or ren- 


dred ufelefs to any ; And we doubt not 
that Mr. Keach might have the teftimo- 
ny of a multitude of hands befides ours, 
to what is abovefaid. In witnefs of 
which we fet our hands, Sept. 6. 1703. 
‘ “fohn Cholmley, 
© Charles Cox, and twenty*fix more, 
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Tus was fo full and fatisfactory a con- 
futation of this charge, that as it was ne- 
ver heard he was ever accufed before with 
any thing of this nature, or any thing like 
it, or immorality of any kind, fo an en- 
tire ftop was hereby put to this, and his 
charaéter fhone the brighter, by having 
fuch a full and honourable teftimony of 
his blamelefs converfation. 

Tus truly famous fervant of Chrift 
did not only ftand up in defence of dele- 
vers baptifm, in oppofition to that of z7- 
fants, but alfo engaged in feveral contro- 
verfies that were argued among the Bap- 
zifts themfelves, The firft of this kind 
was about the pra¢tice of laying on of hands 
on baptized perfons, and performing it with 
prayer, at their admiffion into the church. 
Thole Baptifs, that hold the opinion of 
the Remonftrants generally practifed it ; 
but thofe who are called Ca/vinifts were 
divided about it. Some of their churches 
did not practice it at all. Some made it 
indifferent, and fo admitted members 
either with or without it, Others made 
it a boundary of their communion, and 
would receive none into their focieties but 
by this method, and of this laft opinion 
was Mr, .Keach’s church, and they have 
been tenacious of this principle even to this 
day. ‘Thefe things occafioned feveral trea-. 
tifes to be wrote on each fide, and had 
been controverted among the Bapti/ts ris 
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fince their firft forming themfelves inro 
diftiné churches. But as fome came from 
the eftablifhed church, who ufe it under 
the name of confirmation, and others from 
the Pre/byterians, and Independants, who 
ufed it not, fo they brought their diffe- 
rent fentiments, in this point, along with 
them. 

In the confeffion of faith, that was 
publifhed by the Bapzz/fs in the year 1643, 
there is no mention made of it, nor in 
any other agreed to afterwards by thofe of 
the Calvinift perfuafion. But in the De- 
claration of faith put forth by the Engh/b 
Baptifis, who were fugitives in Holland, 
in the year 1611, they declare, That the Art. 21. 
Elders and Deacons are to be chofen, by 
election and approbation of that church or 
congregation whereof they are members, 
with fafting, prayer, and /aying on of hands. 
And in the declaration of faith put forth 
by the Arminian Baptifis about the year 
1660, it is acknowledged to be theduty ofall 
baptized believers, and neceflary to a right 
conftituted church, Their words are thefe, 
© That it is the duty ofall fuch,who are Be- Art. 12, 
© hevers baptized, to draw nigh unto God ** 
‘ in fubmiffion to that principle of Chrift’s 
© doétrine, to wit, prayer, and Jaying on 
© of bands, that they may receive the pros 
‘ mife of the Holy Spirit, whereby they 
* may mortify the deeds of the body, and 
‘ live in all things anfwerable to their 
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« profeffed intentions and defires, even to 
‘ the honour of him, who hath called 
¢ them out of darknefs into his marvellous 
‘ light. That it is the duty of fuch, who 
‘ are conftituted as aforefaid, to continue 
‘ ftedfaftly in Chrift’s and the Apoftles 
‘ doétrine, and affembling together in fel- 
© lowfhip, in breaking bread, and prayers.’ 
Tue chief advocates for this practice 
among the Bapfti/ts, were Mr. Sam. Fifher, 
Mr. William Rider, Mr. Thomlinjon, Mr. 
Griffith, Mr. Keach, and Mr. Grantham ; 
feveral Bapti/ts on the other fide united in 
publifhing a treatife againft it, and efpe- 
cially againft feparating about it, intitled, 
AA fearch for fchifm, but concealed their 
names. And Mr. Danvers, who had 
wrote fo well againft infant baptifm, fet 
himfelf very zealoufly to the oppofing of 
this practice, and publifhed a treatife upon 
it in the year 1674. ‘Fhis, with Mr. 
Keach’s anfwer, takes in the fum of the 
controverfy on both fides, and has fo far 
put an end to it, that fcarcely any thing 
has been publifhed upon it fince. 
_ ANOTHER controverfy among the Baf- 
tifls, wherein Mr. Keach was alfo very 
ferviceable, was about granting a due 
maintenance to thofe that were employed 
ip the miniftry, that they might be taken 
off from fecular employments, and given 
wholly up to the miniftry. Even from 
the very beginning of the Bapti/t churches 
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in England {everal of their teachers had 
been tradefmen, and continued in their 
fecular employments, after they were or- 
dained to the work of the miniftry. In 
fome places this was occafioned through 
neceffity, the people being poor, and few 
in number, and expofed to many hardfhips 
by perfecution, fo that they were obliged 
to it for the fupport of themfelves and fa- 
milies; and when it is thus no one can 
juftly blame either the minifter or people 
for it. The great apoftle Paul himfelf 
did not difdain to work with his hands, 
when the circumftances of the church 
made it necefflary. And even thofe who 
have been fo ready to reflect on the Bap- 
tifts, for this practice, have took the fame 
method themfelves, as has been in this hi- 
{tory before obferved. But there were 
others who acted thus upon principle, 
thinking it a fin, either for the people to 
give, or the minifter to receive, or take 
any thing, as a reward for his labour in 
the miniftry ; and grounded this opinion 
on a miftaken interpretation of thofe words 
in the Old Teftament, The prieft teacheth 
for hire, and the prophets divine for money ; 
not the words of our Saviour, 4s ye have 
freely received freely give. 

Tue pride and luxury of the clergy, 
and the oppreffions they were often guilty 
of in colleéting their tenths, did not a little 
contribute to their running into this opi- 
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nion, as it had the Lollards and Wick- 
lifites before them. It prevailed chiefly 
in country towns, and places remote from 
London for thofe in and about the city 
faw the dangerous confequences of it, in 
ereatly obftructing thé fupport of truth, 
and rendring the miniftry among them 
contemptible. Upon the glorious Revo- 


lution in 1688, whereby not only the na- 


tion in general was delivered from popery 
and flavery, but the Proteftant Dzffenters 
from their hardfhips which they had long 
fuffered from the eftablifhed church, they 
endeavoured a reformation in this matter ; 
and having now their liberty fecured to 
them by law, they hoped to maintain 
a more regular miniftry, and provide better 
for their maintenance. And the firft thing 
they propofed in order to this was, to pub- 
lifh a treatife in vindication of this rite, 
and therefore fixed on Mr. Keach as the 
moft proper perfon to do it. Accordingly 
a {mall treatife was prepared, in which 
Mr. Keach effectually proves it to be the 
duty of every congregation, if capable of 
it, to maintain their minifter ; not only from 
pofitive inftitution under the Gofpel, and 
alfo from the care taken of fuch undér the 
law, but alfo from the very light of nature. 
He confiders the many fad effects and in- 
conveniencies that would attend the neglect 
of it; anfwers the objections ufually made 
againit it, and refolves feveral difficult 
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cafes made about it. And that this trea- 
tife might come forth with the more au- 
thority, and tend the better to anfwer the 
good defign of its being publithed, it is re- 
commended to all the congregations of 
baptized believers in England and Wales, 
by feveral of the minifters thus, v7z. 


‘ Beloved brethren, 

E have read and confidered of this 

enfuing treatife, and do conclude, 
it may be of great profit to the churches 
of Jefus Chrift. We fearing fome con- 
gregations have not fo duly weighed, 
and confidered of their indifpenfable duty 
to the miniftry, in refpect of providing 
fuch a maintenance for thofe who labour 
amongft them, and are over them in 
the Lord, as they ought to do, by 
which means it may be feared, that 
many of them may be hinder’d or ob- 
ftructed in attending on their work, in 
ferving of Chrift and his people, as the 
nature of their facred employment and 
office requires ; and the prefent day efpe- 
cially calls for, and as the Lord himfelf 
hath alfo ordained. Therefore our ear- 
ne{t defires are, that our brethren, both 
minifters and members, would be plea- 
- fed to get this little book, and both read 
and well weigh what is faid therein, 
without prejudice, both in refpect of a 


regular miniftry, the mintf/ters maznte- 
U 4 ‘nance, 
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nance, and the greatnefs and difficulty of 
their work. And now, that it may be 
blefled by ‘ehovah, to the great and 
good: ends it is defigned, is, and fhall 
be, the hearty prayers of us, 


© Your brethren, in the faith and 
« fellowfhip of the Gofpel of our 
© Lord ‘fefus Chrift, 
London, © Hanferd Knollis 
Jor aeaaes: ‘ William Kifin, 
‘ and many others.’ 


a nw A n wn 


In the year following, when the elders 
and minifters of above one hundred churches 
met in a general affembly at London, it was 
debated, Whether it is the duty of every 
church of Chrift, to maintain fuch mini- 
ftersasare fet apart by them, by allowing 
them a comfortable maintenance, accord- 
ing to their ‘ability? Which was carried in 
the affirmative. ‘They likewife paffed their 
approbation of Mr. Keach’s book in the 
following words, vz. ‘ This affembly do 
declare their approbation of a certain 
little book, lately recommended by di- 
verfe elders dwelling in and about the. 
city of London, intitled, The ministers 
maintenance vindicated. And it is their 
requeft, that the faid treatife be dif 
perfed amongft all our refpective congre- 
gations; and it is defired, that fome bre- 
thren of each church take care and 
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difpofe of the fame accordingly, ‘They 
likewife wrote a general Epiftle to the 
feveral churches for which they were 
concerned, in which they held this as a 
great evil, and negle& of duty in churches, 
that they did not make due provifion for 
the maintenance of their minifters, ac- 
cording to their ability ; by which means 
thofe minifters fo unprovided for, were 
incumber’d with worldly affairs, which 
render’d them uncapable of performing 
the duty of their holy calling, in preach- 
ing the word, and walking with their 
flock, as they ought to do,’ 

In the 38th article of the church of Eng- 
Jand it is faid, ‘'The riches and goods of 
* Chriftians are not common, as touching 
* the right, title, and poffeffion of the 
‘ fame, as certain Anabaptifts do falfly 
‘ boaft.’ The minifters of the baptized 
churches took this opportunity of clearing 
themfelves and their brethren from the 
{candal, which probably fome might caft 
upon them (the articles of the church of 
England, by the act of Toleration, being 
more generally known and examined) by 
fixing an advertifement to the faid book of 
Mr. Keach, in thefe words, viz. ‘ We 
‘ look upon our felves concerned to de~ 
© clare, That if there were in the laft age 
‘in Germany, or elfewhere, any people 
‘ bearing that name who afferted any fuch 
‘ thing, we know none called Anabaptifts 
‘in 
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in England, nor any where elfe, who 
hold that abfurd or rotten principle, but 
do teftify our diflike and abhorrence of 
it; and verily believe, as is intimated in 
the faid article, That the goods, riches, 
and poffeffions of all Chriftians, as touch- 
ing the right and title of the fame, are 
their own, as the holy Scripture witnef- 
fes. Yet notwithftanding, we alfo be- 
lieve and teach, that every man ought, 
of fuch things as he poffeffeth, Zderally 
to give alms to the poor, according to his 
ability ; as is alfo there afferted.’ 

In the year 1691 Mr. Keach was en- 
gaged in another controverfy with the 
Baptifis, about jinging the praifes of God 
in the affembly for public worfhip.. And 
tho’ he had very great fuccefs therein, yet 
it brought upon him much trouble and ill- 
will. When he was convinced, that fing- 
ing the praifes of God was an holy ordi- 
nance of Jefus Chrift, he laboured ear- 
neftly, and with a great deal of prudence 
and caution, to convince his people there- 
of ; and firft obtained their confent to the 
practice of it at the conclufion of the fa- 
crament of the Lord’s fupper, and had but 
two of the brethren, in his church, that 
oppofed him therein, of whom he fais, 
in his general Epifile prefixed to the an- 
{wer of Mr. Marlow’s Appendix, p. 12. 
* That one of them foon brought a great 
‘reproach upon religion by immoral 
* actions, 
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actions, and came to nothing; and the 
other fometime after turned Quaker, and 
to my face denied the refurrection of his 
body.’ After his church had continued 
in this practice about fix years, they fur- 
ther aflented to practife the fame. on pub- 
lic thankfgiving days, and continued there- 
in about fourteen years; and then by a 
regular act of the church, in a’folemn 
manner agreed, to fing the praifes of God 
on every Lord’s day, excepting about five 
or fix. perfons that diffented therefrom: 
and if I am not miftaken, was the firft 
church of the Bapti/ts that thus practifed 
this holy ordinance. And fo far was Mr. 
Keach, or the church, from impofing on 
the confciences of thofe few that diffented 
(tho’ the church then confifted of fome 
hundreds) that they agreed to fing when 
prayer was concluded after the fermon ; 
and if thofe few who were not. fatished 
could not ftay the time of finging, they 
might freely go out, and the church would 
not be offended at them; for they did not 
look upon finging the praifes of God an ef- 
fential of communion, nor for the being, 
but for the comfort and well-being of a 
church, 

Ir mutt be confefled, that reformation 
is, and ever was, an hard and difficult 
work ; and no eafy thing to reftore loft 
ordinances, efpecially fuch as have been 
for many years neglected, and ftrangely 
cor- 
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corrupted ; which is manifeft with refpect 
to the ordinance of daptifm. Is it not 
much to be wonder’d at, that fo many 
learned and godly men fhould be fo dark, 
as to maintain fo refolutely the practice of 
Padobaptifm, confidering it hath not the 
leaft ground in the word of God, and is fo 
direétly contrary to the nature and conftt- 
tution of a Gofpel church, and adminiftra- 
tion of New Teftament ordinances, as 
hath been made evident, even from the 
conceffions of the moft learned and pious 
Pedobaptifis themfelves. But as truth is 
never without its oppofers; fo Mr. Saac 
Marlow publifhes a treatife againft /inging 
in the public affemblies, with an Appendix ; 
and treats the pra¢tice of it with the fcurri- 
lous names of error, apoftacy, human tra- 
dition, prelimited forms, mifchievous error, 
carnal forms, carnal worfhip, Gc. And 
very much reflects upon Mr. Keach for be- 
ing fo zealoufly bent in bringing this pra- 
ctice among the Bapti/fs. Both which 
were well anfwered by Mr. Keach, and 
printed together in the year 1691. ‘The 
one intitled, Breach repaired in God's wor- 
Ship ; or, finging of pfalms, hymns, and 
Spiritual fongs, proved to be an holy ordi- 
nance of “fefus Chriff. The other, Ax an- 

fwer to Mr. Marlow’s Appendix. 
NoTWITHSTANDING the fuccefs Mr. 
Keach had in this*controverfy, as appeared 
by many other churches of the Bapti/ts, 
which 
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which likewife followed his example ; yet 
in his own church the difcontent of thofe 
few that firft oppofed him, through their 
inftigation (too much to be feared crea- 
tures of Mr. Mar/fow) drew over fome 
others in the church to join with them, 
and wrought up their uneafineffes to that 
pitch, that at laft a feparation enfued; and 
thereupon another church was founded on 
the fame principles, finging only excepted, 
which, through time, and the fucceffion 
of paftors, -is now become a credible 
church, and did difule finging the praifes 
of God in their affembly for public worfhip ; 
till after the death of the reverend Mr. Ed- 
ward Wallin, they chofe. Mr. Weft to be 
their paftor, who made it one condition of 
his acceptance, that they fhould fing the 
pratfes of God in their affembly for public 
worfbip; with which they complied, and 
do now practife accordingly. 

THE next trouble Mr, Keach met with 
in his church, was from a certain perfon 
of an unfettled and wavering {pirit, and of 
an afpiring temper, who had for fome 
confiderable time, unknown to him, im- 
bibed the notion of the Yewz/h fabbath, 
and laboured to corrupt many of the young- 
er fort; fome of whom, with himfelf, fell 
into the practice of keeping that day, and 
caft off the Lord’s day, as not being of di- 
vine appointment. Some of them being 
apprentices, declared, they could, and 

would, 
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would, do any bufinefs or work for their 
mafters, on the fir/t day of the week; and 
this principle they received without ac-. 
quainting him or the church with it, in- 
fomuch, that when it was publicly known, 
almoft the whole congregation was en- 
flamed thereby. To prevent the mifchief 
like to enfue hereon he preached {everal 
fermons from thefe words, Ye ob/erve days, 
months, times and years, I am afraid of 
you, left I have beftowed on you labour in 
vain, Which, at the requeft of many, 
fome not members with him, was after- 
wards printed and publifhed, under this 
title, Zhe Jewith /abbath abrogated ; or, 
the Saturday fabbatarian confuted. In two 
parts. 1. Proving the abrogation of the 
old feventh day fabbath. 2. That the Lord’s 
day is of divine appointment. His hand- 
ling of this controverfy is with great pains 
and accuracy, and got him‘as much repu- 
tation as any of his polemical works. He 
had the honour to prefent one into the 
hand of the archbifhop of Canterbury, who 
highly approved of his performance, and 
received him into his favour and converfa- 
tion. And fuch was his fuccefs in this 
point, that it {topped the growth of that 
opinion in his own congregation ; and but: 
three or four went off from him to thofe 

people that held that opinion. 
Fe was often engaged in public di/puta- 
Zions; once with the people called Quakers, 
At 
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At another time with Matthew Caffin, and 
fome others, who were {uppofed to have 
denied the divinity of Chrift; and often 
with the Pedobaptifis. He was chal- 
lenged by fome minifters of the church 
of England, not far from London, to dif- 
pute on daptijm; and the place appoint- 
ed was at Gravefend. As he was going 
thither in a Grave/end boat, in compa- 
ny with others, there happened to be a 
clergyman in the fame boat with him. 
The converfation Mr. Keach had in the 
boat, with fome of his friends, caufed this 
clergyman to fufpect he was the perfon 
going to difpute with his brethren, and 
accordingly attacked him in the boat, and 
from hence faw the defence he was able 
to make, and what little credit would be 
obtained on their fide the queftion. As 
foon as the boat arrived at Gravefénd this 
clergyman haftened to his friends, and let 
them know the converfation he had had 
with Mr. Keach in the boat, and what ar- 
guments he intended to urge; which put 
an entire ftop to the difputation, and Mr. 
Keach returned to London again, without 
feeing any one of them, Tho’ they had 
render’d the Baptz/?s as contemptible as 
they could, as if they had nothing to fay 
for their practice in baptizing adult perfons ; 
yet when all came to all, not one of them 
dared to appear, and defend what they had 
{poken. 

To 
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To colleé every peculiar tranfaction of 
this worthy minifter’s life cannot be ex- 
pected at fuch a diftance of time; nay, 
even to colleét all that was excellent and 
imitable in him, is too great a tafk to be 
now undertaken. I fhall only obferve, 
That he was a perfon of great integrity of 
foul; a Nathaniel indeed; his converfa- 
tion not frothy and vain, but ferious, 
without being morofe or fullen. He be- 
gan. to be religious early, and continued 
faithful to the laft. He was not fhock’d 
by the fury of his perfecutors, tho’ he fuf- 
fer’d fo much from them for the caufe of 
Chrift. Preaching the Gofpel was the ve- 
ry pleafure of his foul, and his heart was 
fo engaged in the work of the miniftry, 
that from the time of his firft appearing in 
public, to the end of his days, his life was 
one continued fcene of labour and toil. 


His clofe ftudy and conftant preaching did 


greatly exhauft his animal fpirits, and en- 
feeble his ftrength, yet to the laft he difco- 
vered a becoming zeal againft the prevail- 
ing errors of the day ; his foul was too great 
to recede from any truth that he owned, 
either from the frowns or flatteries of the 
greateft. He, with unwearied diligence, 
did difcharge the duties of his paftoral of- 
fice, preaching both in feafon and out of 
feafon, vifiting thofe under his charge, 
encouraging the ferious, gently reproving 
the froward, defending the great truths of 

the 
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the Gofpel, and fetting them in the clear-. 
eft light. How low would he ftoop for 
the fake of peace! and, How would he 
bear the infirmities of his weak brethren! 
That fuch as would not be wrought upon 
by the ftrength of reafon, might be melt- 
ed by his condefcenfion and good-nature. 
He was prudent -as well as peaceable; 
would forgive and forget injuries, being 
charitable as well as courteous. He was 
not addicted to utter hard cenfures of fuch 
as differed from him in lefler matters, but 
had-a love for all faints, and conftantly 
exercifed himfelf in this, Yo keep a confci- 
ence void of offence, towards God, and fo» 
wards men. He fhewed an unwearied en- 
deavour to recover the decayed power of 
religion, for he lived what he preached, 
and it pleafed God fo to fucceed his endea~ 
vours in the Gofpel, that I doubt not, but 
there are fome yet living that may call him 
father, whom he hath begotten through 
the Gofpel. He affected no unufual tones, 
nor indecent geftures in his preaching, his 
ftile was ftrong and mafculine. He ge- 
nerally ufed notes, efpecially in the latter 

art of his life; and if his fermons had not 
all the embellifhments of language, which 
fome boaft of, they had this peculiar ad- 
vantage, to be full of folid diviniy ; which 
is a much better charafter for puipit dif 
courfes, than to fay, they are fall of pom- 


pous eloquence, and flights of wit. It 
was 
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was none of the leaft of his excellent qua- 
lifications for the minifterial work, that 
he knew how to behave himfelf in the 
church of God, in regard of the exercife 
of that difcipline, which is fo neceflary to 
Chriftian fociety. With patience and 
mecknefs, with gravity and prudence, with 
impartiality and faitbfulnefs, did he de- 
mean himfelf in his congregation; and 
with prudence and conduét, did he ma- 
nage all their affairs upon all occafions ; 
and was not only ferviceable to them, but 
ufeful to many others. 

He was fent by an affectation to preach 
in feveral parts of the kingdom, and vifit 
the éaptized churches. He met with 
great fuccefs in his journey, and had Mr, 
Benjamin Dennis to accompany him. His 
zeal for the baptized intereft appeared, not 
only by his writings in defence of it, but 
alfo in encouraging of minifters, who came 
unto him from all parts, and getting feve- 
ral meeting-houfes erected for the public 
worfhip of God; as, one at Limeboufe, 
another at Rotherhithe ; one in White-/treet, 
Southwark, and another at Barkin in 
Effex. 

In his family he was very exemplary, 
encouraging the firft appearances of piety, 
and conftantly inftructing them in the 
things of God, and putting them in mind 
of the concern of their fouls, praying with 
and for them, He wasa very affectionate 


huf- 


EncuisH Baptists. 


hufband, a tender father, a prudent matter, 
and a conftant and faithful friend; and 
was naturally of a good difpofition, and 
generally pleafant and cheerful in conver- 
fation, The vivacity of his temper fome- 
times expofed him, to fharp and fudden 
fits of anger, which occafioned no fmall 
uneafinefs to himfelf, as well as thofe who 
had given him any provocation; but thofe 
fits were but of a fhort continuance, and fo 
the trouble. occafioned by them was foon 
over: And the goodnefs and tendernefs of 
his nature was fuch, as afterwards made 
fufficient amends to thofe who had fallen 
under his refentment. Befides, if his na- 
tural paflion, at any time, fo far tran{port- 
ed him, as to caufe him to fpeak any rath 
or offenfive words, he was prefently reco- 
vered, and would with the greateft humi- 
lity and franknefs retract what he had faid; 
and thereby did difcover, that not the leaft 
degree of prejudice, remained in his breaft, 
He was of a very weak conftitution, being 
often afflicted with illnefs, and once to that 
degree, that he was given over by the phy- 
ficians; and feveral of the minifters, and 
his relations, had taken their leave of him, 
as a dying man, and paft ali hopes of re- 
covery. But the reverend Mr. Hanferd 
Knollis feeing his then dying friend, and 
brother in the Gofpel, near, to all appea- 
rance, expiring, betook himuelf io prayer, 
and in an earneft and very extraordinary 
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manner begged, that God would {pare him, 
and add unto his days, the time he grant- 
ed to his fervant Hezekiah; and as foon as 
he had ended his prayer, he faid, Brother 
Keach I fhall be in heaven before you, and 
quickly after left him. So remarkable was 
the anfwer of God to this good man’s 
prayer, that I cannot omit it; tho’ it may 
be difcredited by fome, there are yet living 
inconteftible evidences of the faét. For Mr. 
Keach recovered of that illnefs, and lived 
juft fifteen years afterwards ; and then it 
pleafed God, to vifit him with that fhort 

ficknefs which put an end to his days. 
Durinc this fhort illnefs he had many 
friends with him, but the violence of his 
diftemper foon deprived them of the ex- 
pectation of his lite. The reverend Mr. 
“fofeph Stennet was fent for, but being fo 
near his end, he had very little converfation 
with him. He defired Mr. Stenmet to preach 
his funeral fermon from thefe words. J 
know whom I have believed, and I am per- 
fitaded, that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed to him, againft that day. 
All the time of his illnefs, he behaved him- 
felf with extraordinary patience, and refig- 
nation to the divine will. Told his wife 
he recommended her to a better hufband, 
the Lord Jefus Chrift; and exhorted his 
children to love, peace, and unity, and a 
ftediaft adherence to Chrift, and his ways. 
A little betore his expiring his daughter 
Hannah, 
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Hannah, who was among the people cal- 
led Quakers, came in to fee him; whom, 
when he faw, he endeavoured to talk with, 
and fhewed a great eagernefs and defire fo 
to do, but his fpeech failing, prevented 
him. He died Fuly 18. 1704, about 11 
of the clock in the morning, and in the 
Jixty-fourth year of his age. And was bu- 
ried from his own meeting-slace on Fr7- 
day following at the Bapti/fs burying 
ground in the Park, Southwark. ‘There 
Was a very numerous auditory prefent to 
hear his funeral fermon, but Mr. Stennet 
being ill difappointed them. It was fome 
time afterward when he preached it ; and 
tho’ much importuned, could not be pre- 
vailed upon to print it. 

Mr. Keach’s fon Elias, who was paftor Elias 
of a Baptift church, in Wapping, died fome Keach. 
years before his father. The greateft part 
of his minifterial time was fpent in foreign 
parts, where he was inftrumental in plant- 
ing two churches, And fuch was his fuc- 
cefs in the miniftry, that after his return 
from Penjfilvania, he gathered one church 
here, of which he was the paftor, as afore~ 
faid. 

TueRE are three of Mr. Keach’s daugh- 
ters ftill living, viz. Hannab, whom he had 
by his firft wife, Rachel and Rebekah, 
whom he had by his laft. 

TuE books he publifhed were many, 
and foime of them now very difficult to be 
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met with. I think the following is a com- 
pleat Catalogue of them, and an evidence 
that he was no idle labourer in his mafters 
vineyard. 


His practical works are, 


1. THE childs inftruétor; or, a new 
and eafy primmer. The firft piece he 
wrote, and for which he fuffered fo much. 
24°, 1664. 

2. Ad SUMMONS to the grave: 
Being Mr. Yobn Norcot’s funeral fermon. 
L2PN1O78. 

3. TPOMLOAOFIA. A key to open 
Scripture metaphors, 2 vol. Folio. 1682. 

4. THE travels of true godline/s, 8*°. 

5. THE progrefi of fin; or, the travels 
of ungodlinefs, 5*°. 

6. THE counte-feit Chriftian; or, the 
danger of hypocriiy, 4'°. 1691. 

7. THE marrow of juftification. Be- 
ing feveral fermons on Rom. iv. 5. 4°°. 
1692. 

8. THE everlafting covenant. Being 
the funeral fermon of Mr. Henry Forty, 
BLA TGOs. 

9. 4 TRUMPET blown in Zion, 4*°. 

10. 4 GOLDEN uniine opened; or, 
the glory of God’s rich grace difplayed, 4"°. 
1694. 

11. GOD acknowledged. Being a fer- 
mon on a public faft, 4'°, 1696. 


12. 
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12. THE early feéker, and love of a 
dying Saviour, 12°. 1697. 

13. THE articles of the faith of the 
congregation at Hor/ely-down. Wich the 
glory and difcipline of a true church dif- 
played, 12°. 1697. 

14. THE difplay of glorious grace ; or, 
the covenant of peace opened, 8°°. 1698. 

15. fACOB’s ladder improved, 8*°. 
1698. | 
16. ACALL to weeping ; or, a warn- 
ing touching approaching miferies, 12°. 
1699. 

17, INSTRUCTIONS for children, 
ESAS 

18. GOSPEL myfteries unveiled; or, 
an expofition of all the parables, &c. Folio, 


1704. 


Eis polemical works are, 

1. Mr. Baxter’s arguments for Belev= 
ers baptifm. A fheet. 1674. 

2. DARKNESS vangquifbed. Being 
an anfwer to Danvers on laying on of 
hands yes", 016752 ras 

3. GOLD refined; of, baptifm in its 
primitive purity, 8°°. 1689. 

4. LIGHT broke forth in Wales, 8°°. 

5. THE Gofpel minifiers maintenance 
vindicated, 12°. 1689. 

6. ANTICHRIST ftormed; or, the 
popith church proved to be myftery Bady- 
HES". Bi O80: 
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7. PEDOBAPTISM. Being an 
an{wer to the Athenian fociety, 4*°. 1691, 
8. BREACH repaired in God's wor- 
ip; or, finging of pfalms, &c. proved to 
te an Asie x Jefus Chrift, 8%°, 
1691. 
4 A SOBER reply to Mr. Steed’s epiftle 
concerning finging, 8°. 1691. 

10. THE reétor rectified; or, infants 
baptifm unlawful. Being an anfwer to 
Mr. Burkit, 8%°. 1692. 

11. THE ax laid to the root; or, one 
blow more at the foundation of infants 
baptifin, and church memberfhip. Part I. 
ASO TOOs, : 

12. THE ax laid to the rook; where- 
in Mr. Flavel’s, Mr. Rothwell’s, and Mr. 
FExell’s arguments are anfwered. Part II, 
4's a1 00%. f 

13. 4 COUNTER antidote; or, an 
anfwer to S/ufe’s antidate, to prevent the 
prevalency af anabeptifm, 4°°. 1694. 

14. 4 MEDIUM between two ex- 
tremes, 8%, 1698. 

15. THE Jewith fabbath abrogated; 
or, the Saturday fabbatarian confuted, 8v°, 
1700. 

16. THE French impoftor detected ; or, 
an an{wer to Zachary Houjél and Dr. Cow- 
ard, who denied the {fou!’s immortality, 
12) ¢te7032% 
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His poetical works are, 

1. SION in diftrefs ; or, the groans of 
the Proteftant church, 8°, 1666. 

2. A PILLAR fet up, to keep in re- 
membrance his firft dear, and beloved 
wife, A fheet. 1670. 

3. WAR with the devil, 8°. 

4. THE glorious lover, 8°°. 

5. THE grand impoftor difcovered ; 
or, the Quakers doctrine weighed in the 
ballance, and found wanting, 8%°. 1674, 

6. THE viétorious Chriftian; or, the 
triumph of faith. Being prifon medita- 
tions. A fheet. 168s. 

7, DISTRESSED Sion relieved, 8"°. 
1688. 

8. SPIRITUAL melody, containing 
near three hundred hymns, 12°. 1696. 

9g. 4 FEAST of fat things; contain- 
ing feveral {cripture fongs and hymns, 12°, 


1696, 


BesipEs which he has prefixed feveral 
prefaces and commendations to the works 
of others, vzz. 

A PREFACE recommendatory to Mr. 
Balmford’s poem, intitled, The feaman’s 
Jpiritual companion, 8"°. 1678. 

A PREFACE to Mr. Prudom’s Truth un- 
veil’d by {cripture light, 8°. 1699. 

A PREFACE to Mr. Prudom’s new world 
difcover’d; in which Mr. Keach de- 

clares 
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clares his opinion of the Milennium, 12°. 
1704. 

An Introduction to Mr. Coleman’s narra- 
tive of a fchifm made in the church at Kz/- 
bey in Letcefterfhire. 


Mr. Samuel Ewer, a generous worthy 
man of great piety and learning; he was 
paftor of the Baptz/? congregation at Hemp- 
freed in Hertfordfhire, and well beloved 
and refpected by his people. ‘ He was 
fays Mr. Piggott, juitly efteemed by all 
men of probity and good fenfe, who had 
the advantage of his acquaintance. For 
if one confider the reverend Mr. Ewer, 
in any relation while living he was very 
defirable. He has diftinguithed himfelf 
for feveral years, as an exemplary chrifti- 
an, whofe piety towards God, and affa- 
bility towards men, have recommended 
him to the efteem, and approbation of 
all; being an example to the believers 
in word, in converfation, in charity, in 
{pirit, in faith, in purity He had a 
prudent and regular zeal for the glory of 
God, and the falvation of fouls. He 
ever expreffed a juft indignation againft 
* fn, and preffed attcr the higheft degrees 
“ of holine/s. He kept clear from the ex- 
“tremes of Swuperffition and Enthufia/m, 
* believing that fubftantial religion did con- 
* fift in a conformity to the moral perfe- 
* ctions of the Godhead. His moderation 

© was 
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was remarkable and extenfive; he fol- 
lowed the things which made for peace 
and diffufed the grateful odours of cha- 
rity, wherever he came. He was pa- 
tient and fubmiffive, under the various 
trials and afflictions to which he was ex- 
pofed, thro’ the courfe of his life. It was 
not the profpec&t of outward gain, but 
the love of fouls, that engaged him in 
the minifterial work. He did forego 
that which he might have demanded, 
viz. a maintainance for himfelf and fa- 
mily ; yet he always generoufly gave his 
labours to his church, and notwith{tand- 
ing took not the lefs pains, in the pro- 
moting of their falvation. But he ftudied 
diligently to fhew himfelf approved, a 
workman, who needed not to be afhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth, And 
conftantly in the courfe of his miniftry, 
he did infift upon the great and fubftan- 
tial truths contained in the chriftian re- 
velation.’ The time of his death I do 
not find; but his indifpofition was but 
fhort, for he was well and dead within the 
compafs of /evex days. His fuhheral fer- 
mon was preached by Mr. Piggott Dec. 
2441708. 

Mr. Yohn Piggott, was another learn- John 
ed and pious minifter, whofe memory is Piggott. 
bleffed, and will be precious in the ac- 
count of all, who knew the excellent gifts, 
and abilities God was pleafed to eee on 

im, 
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Piggott’s him, ‘ ‘That might juftly be faid ofhim, 

ve fays the reverend Mr. Stennet, which the 
© Apoftle fays of his fon Limothy, That 
2Tim. * fromachild he knew the holy Scriptures,and 
im that thefe made him wife to Salvation, thro’ 
faith which ts in Chrift Fejus. The great 
delight he then had, in hearing the joy- 
ful found of the Gofpel, made him fre- 
quent diverfe religious affemblies, and that 
not without fome hazard, ata time, when 
they were often difturbed and interrup- 
ted, and fometimes affaulted with vio- 
lence, while they were worfhiping God, 
according to the dictates of their confci- 
ences. Some of the fermons which he 
heard in thofe affemblies, made a deep 
and lafting impreffion on his mind; and 
his early converfion to God, was at- 
tended with an earneft defire, to be em- 
ployed in the work of the miniftry. 
This inclination grew fo ftrong, and ur- 
gent, that nothing could diffuade him 
from Jhis defign of ferving God in this 
publick capacity. To this purpofe he 
applied himfelf to thofe ftudies, which 
‘he thought moft conducive to the 
end he had in view; and that with fo 
much diligence and fuccefs, that in a 
little time, bzs profiting appeared to all, 
and at length, he approved himielf, a 
workman, that need not to be afhamed, 


rightly dividing the word of truth. 
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© Gop, who inclined his heart to this 
work, and called him to it, had endow- 
ed him with diverfe confiderable talents, 
to prepare him for it. He hada folid 
judgment, as well as a lively fancy, and 
quicknefs of thought as well asa facility of 
expreffion, His {trong and mufical voice, 
together with that agreeable mixture of 
gravity and f{weetnefs, which reigned in 
his countenance, tended to make way 
for the truths, and reafons he delivered 
by awakening the attention, and engag- 
ing the affection of his auditors. He 
taught with clearnefs and argued with 
ftrength, exhorted with vehemence, and 
reproved with a becoming authority, and 
found the art, which fo few who {peak 
in publick attain, of blending reafon and 
eloquence fo happily together, that they 
mutually affifted and embellifhed each 
other, and equally adorned his difcourfes; 
which wereadapted at once to improve the 
mind and touch the heart, and had fome- 
thing in them, that was entertaining, both 
to the learned and illiterate, both to the 
polite, and lefs cultivated part of mankind. 
‘His great improvements, next to the 
divine blefling on his affiduous ftudies, 
was owing, partly to the generous am- 
bition he had to to excel, which indu- 
ced him to apply himfelf to clofe ftudy 
and meditation, left he fhould produce 
any thing crude and undigefted ; partly 
* to 
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to the prudent choice he made in his 
younger days; and partly to his great 
modefty, which gave him a continual 
jealoufy of his own performances, and 
engaged him frequently to fubmit what 
he had compofed to the cenfure of thofe 
friends he thought capable of advifing 
him, and to intreat them with uncom- 
mon importunity, not to fuffer any faults 
to efcape their remark, but to be free 
in advertifing him of every thing, that 
might feem to them, either defective, 
or redundant. 
‘ His good will and charity to man- 
kind in general, was confpicuous, in the 
indefatigable iabours he fuftained, in en- 
deavouring to promote the intereft of 
their fouls. He often lamented the un- 
reafonable differences among Chriftians, 
and had a hearty refpect for all who held 
the effentials of the Chriftian religion, 
tho’ of different fentiments in matters of 
lefler moment. And as he had a mind 
too generous to be determined by the 
opinion of others, without making a 
{trict enquiry into the reafons of things ; 
{o his modefty and charity were too great, 
not to give all due deference to thofe who 
entertained notions which he could not 
fee reafon to embrace. And whereas, 
he thought it his duty frequently to ex- 
pofe the errors of thofe of the Romi/h 
communion, in terms of fome force and 
‘ warmth, 
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warmth, he defired it might be fignified 
to the world, after his deceafe; that the 
zeal and fervour he fhewed on thofe oc- 
cafions, did not arife from a difaffe@tion 
to any of their perfons; but from the 
deep fenfe he had of the pernicious ten- 
dency of their errors, and from: the ar- 
dent defire he had to reclaim them from 
thofe delufions, as well as to prevent 
others from falling into them. That 
piety and charity which adorned his con- 
verfation in the time of his health, feem- 
ed to encreafe their ftrength and luftre, 
during his long ficknefs ; a ficknefs, which 
gradually weakened his conftitution, and 
at laft grew ftrong enough to diffolve it.’ 
He changed this life for a bet.er in March 
1713. His public works have been col- 
lected fince his death, and were printed in 
one volume oéf/avo, Anno 1714. 

Mr. ‘fojeph Stennet, a reverend and Jofeph 
learned divine, was born in the year 1663, Stn: 
at Abingdon, in the county cf Berks, and 
was the fecond fon of the reverend Mr. 
Edward Stennet, famous for the part he 
took in the civil wars, being on the fide 
of the parliament, which expofed him to 
the neglect of his relations, and afterwards 
to many difficulties, Being trained up in a 
family, where there was fo much genuine 
and undiflembled picty, he became a hap- 
py inftance of that car/y converfion, which 
in fome of his printed difcourfes he has ic 
we 
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well recommended to others. What an 
early and juft fenfe he had, of the advan- 
tages of fuch an education, appears from 
the following paflage, written when he 
was very young, and found among his pa- 
pers fince his death, ‘ O God of my fal- 
<« vation, how abundant was thy goodnefs! 
O invaluable mercy! Thou didft feafon 
my tender years with a religious educa- 
tion, fo that I fucked in the rudiments 
of Chriftianity, as it were, with my mo- 
ther’s milk, by the gracious admonitions, 
and holy difcipline of my godly parents. 
This was an antidote fent from heaven, 
againft the corroding poifon of fin; this 
made confcience fpeak, while my childifh 
tongue could but ftammer; this is a 
branch of thy divine bounty and good- 
nefs, for which my foul fhall for ever 
blefs thee.’ 

Havine finifhed his grammar learning, 
at the public fchool in Wallingford, he 
foon mattered the French and Italian lan+ 
guages, became a critic in the Hebrew, 
and other oriental tongues; fuccefsfully 
ftudied the liberal fciences, and made a 
confiderable proficiency in philofophy. 

He came to London in the year 1685, 
and for the firft five years employed him- 
felf in the inftruétion and education of 
youth ; and being fenfible that it was ne- 
ceflary, to ftudy men as well as books, he 
endeavoured to cultivate an acquaintance 

with 
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with feveral perfons, eminent for their 
piety, good fenfe, and learning ; and na- 
ture had fo well furnifhed him with a ca- 
pacity of pleafing in converfation, that he 
feldom failed of recommending himfelf to 
men of that character. He was bred up 
with a true fenfe of the value of Exgli/s 
liberty, and had very early felt the {mart of 
perfecution, having in the reign of King 
Charles IJ. attended his father a confider- 
able time in prifon for the caufe of confci- 
ence and religion. About this time there- 
fore he wrote feveral witty pieces, efpecial- 
ly in poetry, which were publifhed, and 
tended to encourage the {pirit of liberty in 
the people: They were much taken notice 
of, but never wore his name. 

In the year 1688 he was married to 
Mrs. Sufanna Gill, daughter of George Gill, 
Efg; an eminent French’ merchant, who 
at the time of the revocation of the edict 
of Nantz had left his native country, and 
a very confiderable eftate there, for the 
fake of religion, 

By the carneft folicitation of his friends, 
being about this time prevailed on to appear 
in the pulpit, he was foon taken notice of, 
efpecially at an evening lecture which he 
preached in Devonfbire-/quare. The con- 
gregation which obferved the /eventh day, 
meeting then at that place, and afterwards 
at Finners Hall, had been for fome time 


deprived of their worthy paftor, the pious 
and 
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and learned Mr. Francis Bampfeild, who, 
after various fufferings, and many years 
confinement, died a prifoner for the fake of 
a good confcience, as has been in this Hi- 
Story obferved. -This people foon fixed 
their eyes upon Mr. Stennet, as a proper 
fucceffor to fo excellent a perfon. Ano- 
ther fituation might have been more to his 
temporal advantage, and there were not 
wanting offers of that kind; yet he pre- 
ferred the invitation of this {mall people, by 
reafon of his agreement with them in prin- 
ciples. Accordingly he was ordained their 
paftor the fourth of March 1690; and 
tho’ they were able to do but little towards 
the fupport of him and his family, which 
proved numerous, yet no temptation could 
ever prevail on him to leave them ; but he 
continued their faithful and moft affecti- 
onate paftor to his dying day *. 

Tuo’ his public labours amongft his 
people were on the /eventh day, yet he 
preached todiverfe other congregations .con- 
{tantly on the f/f day. He uted to bring 
nothing with him into the pulpit, except 
fome fhort hints of the heads of his dif- 
courfe, and references to texts of {cripture, 
fo that he committed things only, and not 


* He has a fon of his own'name, now in the miniftry, 
who, tho’ he is of the fame principles with his father, re- 
fpecting the keeping of the /eventh day as a fabbath, yet is 
paftor of a congregation in Little Wild-ftreet, Lincoln’ s-Inn- 
Fields, that keep the fr? day as fuch. 


words, 


EncuisuH Baptists. 


words, to memory. Some of his leifure 
hours were filled up, in tranflating ufeful 
books out of French into our own lan- 
guage ; among which was the bifhop of 
Chiapa’s account of the cruelties of the 
Spaniards in America, and Dacter’s Plato, 
é&c. At other times he diverted himfélf 
in exercifing his poetical genius; and as his 
friend Mr. Tate, the poet laureat, juftly 
faid of him, ‘ He had the happinefs to be 
* a good poet without being a flave to the 
‘ mufes.’ His verfion of the Canticles, 
with his /acramental hymns, raifed his re- 
aa for divine poefy ; and occafioned 

is being applied to to revife the verfion of 
Davids Pfalms, made by that celebrated 
poet Sir “fobn Denham. And fuch was the 
opinion of Dr. Sharp, then archbithop of 
York, that his grace was pleafed to fay, 
© He had heard fuch a charafter of Mr. 
* Stennet, that he thought no man more 
© fit for that work, than he; not only for 
‘ his {kill in poetry, but likewife in the 
** Hebrew tongue.’ 

Tuo’ he was naturally averfe to dif- 
putation, yet he was feveral times enga- 
ged in-it; and more than once in a pub- 
lic manner; on which occafions he feldom 
failed to gain the efteem even of his oppo- 
nents. Inftances of this might be given in 
his difpute with Mr. Pena the Quaker ; 
Capt. Hedworth and Mr. Emms on the 
‘Unitarian points; Mr. Lefley the Non- 
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juror; and fome among the Romanifts 
themfelves. 

Wuen he publifhed his thank/grving 
fermon, for the victory at Hock/fedt, in 
1704, it was prefented to Queen Anne, by 
fome noble hand, without his knowledge. 
Her Majefty having read it over, was 
highly pleafed with the performance and 
ordered him a gratuity out of the privy 
purfe, with her thanks to him. But fo 
far was he from affecting popularity, that 
he concealed this from ‘many of his near 
friends; and perhaps, if it had not been 
firft made known by the gentleman, who 
was fent on the royal meflage, very few 
would have ever heard of it. 

Mr. Stennet’s character being fo well 
known, he wanted not for fuch tempta- 
tions, as confidering he had a large family, 
and little to fupport it, might have been 
thought capable of prevailing, if he had 
not been very fteady to the principles he 
profefled. He had feveral confiderable 
offers made him in the eftablifhed church, 
if he would have conformed. Anda late 
eminent prelate, once faid to an intimate 
friend of Mr. Stennet’s, That if he could 
but be reconciled to the church ; not many 
preferments in it, he believed, would be 
thought above his merit. But how little 
impretiion fuch propofals made on him, 
appears, from what he faid on one of 
thofe occafions to a friend of his. ‘ That. 
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“ he bleffed God, he could hardly allow 
* thefe things to be called temptations; be- 
* caufe he never felt in his mind, the leaft 
* difpofition to enter into any treaty with 
patheny.’ | 

In the beginning of the year 1713, his 
health apparently declined. Many heavy 
afflictions at that time crouded upon him, 
which affe€ted him more than ordinary ; 
tho’ he had been ufed to various trials, du- 
ring the whole courfe of his life, and had 
a temper of mind fitted for fuch exercifes. 
During his illnefs, he loft his dear friend 
the reverend Mr. ‘fobn Piggott, with 
whom he had lived in a conftant, and 
moft intimate friendfhip, fcr many years. 
His funeral fermon, which has been high- 
ly efteemed by the beft judges; was the 
laft Mr, Stennet preached, in which he 
has given a juft character of that valuable 
perfon, which I have before tranfcribed. 
Being advifed by his phyficians, to remove 
into. the air, he went to Knaphill in Buck- 
ingbhamfbire, the houte of his brother in law, 
Mr. Morton, where he declined apace. 
When he drew near his diffolution, he 
called his children abdut him, and in a par- 
ticular manner, gave his dying advice to 
his eldeft fon, with refpect to the manage- 
ment of his ftudies, and the conduct of 
his future life; and having charged upon 
them all, a due obedience to their mother, 
he preffed them in a fpccial manner to a 
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proper concern for their fouls; declaring 
to them, with the greateft ailurance, and 
a pleafant fmile in his countenance; that 
if they were found walking in the ways 
of true -religion, his God would be their 
God, to whofe providence he could in 
faith commit them. He likewife fignified 
to feveral about him, in a calm and fedate 
manner, a firm and well grounded hope 
of a bleffed condition, in the eternal world. 
And to one in particular, who afked him 
in what difpofition his ‘mind was, under 
his low eftate of body, and in the profped: 
of his great change. ‘I rejoice faid he, 
* in the God of my falvation, who is my 
* ftrength and my God.’ Thus he gra- 
dually funk away, and flept in the Lord, 
on the rith. of Fuly 1713. and in the 
forty ninth year of his age. 

H1s works were collected, and publith- 
ed after his deceafe in four volumes O&a- 
vo; to which is prefixed fome account of 
his life, which I have made ufe of in the 
aforegoing account. He alfo wrote an 
Anfwer to Mr. David Ruffen’s book, inti- 
tled, Fundamentals without a foundation, 
or atrue piclure of tlw Anabaptifts, &c. 8vo. 
1704, 

Mr. Ebenezer Wilitn, He was fome time 
at Mr. %olley’s academy in York/hire, to be 
trained up for the miniftry, When he came 
from thence, he was for fome years mini- 
fter to a Bafrif? congregation at Bri/tol. 

He 
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He married the daughter of the reverend 
Mr. Founds (one of the ejected Baptijt 
minifters, who thro’ the cruelty of his 
perfecutors ended his days in a pri/on as 
has been before related) by whom he had 
Jive or fix children, One of which; v7z, 
Mr. Samuel Wilfon, is now the elder of 
the baptized church in Goodman’s-felds. 
They were part of that ancient flourifh- 
ing Church, which met in Broad/rreet 
Wapping, who, with him, came off from 
them, and built that new meeting-houfe 
of which they are now poffefied. The 
remaining part continued fome years toge- 
ther; but labouring under many difficul- 
ties, in the end, were neceffitated to dif- 
folve their church ftate. 

Upon the death of Mr. William Collins, 
paftor of an ancient congregation in Spzttle 
Fields; that church agreed to unite with a 
{mall church, that met at Lorzners Hall, 
and to bring in the practice of finging 
pfalms, which had not heretofore been 
ufed amongft them. They chofe Mr, Na- 
thaniel Hodges to be paitor of the united 
church, 

SEVER AL members of the ancient church 
and fome of confiderable ability, were dif- 
pleafed at thefe things, and feparated from 
the reft, claiming to themfelves the zzt/e 
of the church, becaufe they ftood by the 
ancient conftitution and fettlement. Thefe 
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and public worfhip, invited Mr. Ebenezer 
Wiljon to come to them from Bri/tol, and 
foon after chofe him to be their paftor. 
Tho’ ke was a worthy man, and a fcholar, 
yet he was no popular preacher; and as 
the people were but few in number, fo 
they continued; yet he had a tolerable 
maintenance from them, fome of them 
being rich, and he being generally refpect- 
ed, they contributed largely for his fup- 
port. His funeral fermon was preached 
by the reverend Mr. Wallin, but was not 
printed. 

Mr. Matthew Cafin, a very pious and 
learned man, was born at Horfham in the 
county of Suffex, we may fuppofe in Ogfo- 
ber 1628, becaufe the parifh regifter fets 
forth, that he was baptized the 26th. 

His parents were of the eftablifhed church, 
who being of a fair character, but mean in 
circumftances, a gentleman in their neigh- 
bourhood took our Adetthew, who was 
their feventh fon, into his family, as a 
companion for his own fon, being about 
the fameage. With: him he was fent to 
a noted grammar {chool in Kent, and af- 
terwards to the univerfity of Oxford. Hav- 
ing thefe advaniages, and being naturally 
fedate and fludious, he becaine well verfed 
in the knowledge of the orzenfal languaves, 
‘zealoufly bent on the ftudy of divinity. He 
foon became convinced, that /x/ants bap- 
sum, had no foundation in the Scriptures, 

and 
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and was unknown in the church till the 
days of Tertullian; in whofe time many 
errors were creeping in among the Chri- 
ftians. 

Tuus having found the truth, for his 
better information he debated the point 
with the mafters and fcholars, who, in 
the end, for want of better arguments, 
difmiffed him from the univerfity, that he 
might have no further opportunities of 
venting, what they called, his new and 
ftrange doctrines. Upon his return to 
Flor fham he joined himfelf to a {mall con- 
gregation of Baptifis, under the care of 
Mr. Samuel Lover, His abilities foon ad- 
vanced him to the miniftry, in which he 
was fo fuccefsful, that from a {mall num- 
ber they foon became a large and flourifh- 
ing church; and is now the moft con- 
fiderable church in thofe parts, under the 
care of Matthew Caffin, his eldeft fon, and 
Thomas Sowthon; who were ordained to 
the paftoral office by himfelf, fome years 
before his death. 

He was a man of indefatigable dili- 
gence; befides his labours in his own 
congregation he frequently vifited other 
churches, and by his preaching, and pious 
converfation, was greatly inftrumental in 
planting and watering moft of the Baptift 
churches now in Kent, Surrey, and Su/- 
jex. He had fo the command of his tem- 
per, as render’d him very fit for public 

difpu- 


349 


o3° 


The History of the 


difputations, in which he was much en- 
gaged; and more efpecially with the Qua- 
ers; expofing more particularly their ex- 
travagant opinions ; fuch as pretending to 
immediate infpiration, finlefs perfection, 
their contempt of the holy Scriptures, and 
denying the Lord who bought them by 
his death on the crofs. His endeavours to 
undeceive thofe honeft well-meaning peo- 
ple, made fuch as were too far gone in 
their miftakes, feek occafions of conten- 
tion with him, One remarkable inftance 
we have, was, when he occupied part of 
a farm, a Quaker came to him, and very 
gravely told him, He had a meffage from 
the Lord. Come in then, fays Mr. Caffin, 
and do thy meflage. The Quaker replies, 
I am come to reprove thee, for paying 
tithes to the priefts, and to forbid thy do- 
ing fo any more. Mr. Coffin replied, I 
think I can fully convince thee, that thou 
art deceived, and that the Lord hath not 
fent thee; for I affure thee, I never did 
pay any ¢zthes, nor am ever like to be 
charged with any. The land he rented 
being, as to him, wholly freed from 
tithes. 

At the requeft of madam Fuller, a 
gentlewoman of an excellent character, he 
difputed in the parith church of Waldron, 
with the minifter thereof, on the .point of 
infant baptifin. His fuccefs iffued in the 
conviction of the faid gentlewoman, and 

one 
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one Mr. Henry Miller, a gentleman who 
was an able practitioner in the law. Soon 
after they were both baptized on the pro- 
feffion of their faith. Mr. Miller quitted 
his employment, adhered to the ftudy of 
divinity, became an eminent preacher, and 
at length was ordained paftor to a Bapti/t 
congregation at Warbleton in Suffex. 

AT another time he difputed on the 
fame point with Mr. Rothwell, minifter of 
Henpield in Suffex, and feveral other mini- 
{ters there prefent. In. the end one of 
them took fanctuary under the ftory of 
SFobhn of Leyden ; to which Mr. Cafiin re- 
plied, What is this to us any more than it 
would be to you, if I fhould affirm, that 
the fe/ons in every one of our goals belong 
to the eftablifhed church? 

He had frequent contentions with the 
Prefbyterians upon the dodtrine of eternal 
and unconditionate reprobation. Once, as 
they were about to difpute upon that fub- 
ject, he propofed this queftion to his oppo- 
nent. Whether you think reprobation the 
caufe of fin, or fim the caufe of reproba- 
tion? After a confiderable paufe he afirm- 
ed, That reprobation was the caufe of fn. 
At this the auditors were furprized; and 
upon Mr. Cafin’s fhewing, how unreafon- 
able it muft be, as well as contrary to 
plain Scripture, for an ac? of God to be 
the firft caufe of fin; his opponent not be- 
ing able to anfwer quitted the difpute. 2 
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He was a man of great moderation ; 
and even in his public difputations adhered 
fo clofely thereto, fo as never once to tranf- 
grefs; and ufually obferved, that where 
paffion, and ill language appeared, it was 
a fure evidence of a bad fpirit, if not alfo 
of a bad caufe. His ftrict piety, his vir- 
tuous, peaceable, and exemplary deport- 
ment, gained him an extenfive efteem and 
reverence ; yet this did not fecure him from 
the complaints and cenfures of fome of his 
brethren, who were his moft intimate 
friends, with whom he would in converfa- 
tion freely declare, he could not be recon- 
ciled to fome of the propofitions in the 
Athanafian creed. He could eafily under- 
ftand, and heartily affent to, all that the 
Scriptures did fay, concerning either the 
Father, the Son, or the Holy Ghoft; but 
he ufed to complain, that he did not know 
what todo, when he is told, that he muft 
perifh everlaftingly, unlefs he believed, that 
the Son is both co-eternal with the Father, 
and alfo begotten of him. That the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, muft each by him- 
{elf be acknowledged to be God, to be Al- 
mighty, Incomprehenfible and Eternal; 
and yet at the fame time muft fay, there 
is but one God, one Almighty, one In- 
comprehenfible, and one Eternal. What 
others could do he knew not, nor did he 
envy their penetration; but whenever he 
went about to underdtand this /cheme, he 

could 
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could not help running into the expref 
contradiction of three eternal almighty per- 
fons, and but ove fuch perfon; that each 
by himfelf is God, and yet that each by 
himfelf is not Ged, becaufe there are not 
three Gods, and bui One only. Nor was 
it eafy to him to apprehend, how a perfect 
God, and a pertect man, tho’ ever fo 
clofely united, can be any other than two 
perfons, and two Chrifts, inftead of one. 

Tuts his freedom brought upon him 
much trouble; for Mr. Yofeph Wright of 
Mazdftone,a man of piety and learning, one 
in whom he put great confidence, and main- 
tained. clofe friendfhip, at length became 
his enemy, and put the worft ienfe on his 
private difcourfes, and charged his opinions 
as blafphemous and heretical. Of which 
I have made mention Vol. 3. p. 280. 

A younG man who attended the mini- 
ftry of Mr. Fu/b, an ancient pious prefby- 
terian minifter, near Capel/, defired a pri- 
vate conference with him, on the dorine 
of the Trinity. To this he confented. 
The fingle point, this perfon undertook to 
prove, was, that Chrift was the moft high 
God; and to this end, he recited thofe 
many texts of Scripture, as he had learned 
them by heart, out of Chri/?s famous t1- 
tles, wrote by Mr. Dyer; But how to ar- 
gue, or what to infer from any of them, 
he was altogether at a lofs. And when 
Mr. Cafia had fhewn him, how far any, 
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or all of thofe Scriptures, were from an- 
{wering the end, for which they were often 
cited, and the young man having nothing 
toreply ; he then advifed him to go home, 
and firft ftudy the plain parts of Scripture; 
to become acquainted with the inftitutions 
of the Gofpel, the virtues and graces of the 
Chriftian life, to learn the fear of the Lord ; 
and then told him, it would ve time enough 
for him, to enter upon the difputable points 
of the gofpel. This was certainly very good 
advice ; and is worthy of the notice of all 
Chriftians, both young and old. 

Mr. Cafin efteemed the errors of men’s 
practice, in which their wi'l and choice 
were concerned, much more pernicious 
and deftructive, than the mere undefig- 
ned miftakes of their unaerftanding and 
judgment; and in confequence of that 
conclufion, it was his conftant care and 
ftudy, to live as became the Gofpel, to adorn 
the doétrine of God his Saviour, by a pati- 
ent continuance in well doing. He always 
accounted, the importance of every do- 
rine, from the apparent influence it had 
upon practice; therefore he took the Ay- 
tinomian Scheme, of refolving the falva- 
tion and damnation of mankind, into mere 
fovereign pleafure, without all regard to 
their good or ill behaviour in the world, 
to be a pernicious error ; and with the ex- 
cellent bifhop Tillotjon, That in a popular 
fenfe, a wicked life, is the very worft of 
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herefy, as being the practical improvement, 
or confequence of bad notions, To this 
end, it was the manifeft view of all his 
difcourfes, to prevent his auditors of any 
dependance, upon mere faith, how pro- 
found foever; upon a bare profeffion, or 
the outward performance of a round of 
duties. He ufed to fhew, how prepofte- 
roufly ‘many rolled themfelves upon Chrift 
and his righteoufnefs, fo as to fupply the 
want of that righteoufnefs, they are com- 
manded to acquire themfelves, by a 
courfe of holinefs and chriftian duty. He 
was once preaching this doctrine, from 
Aéts..17. 27, at the funeral ofa perfon, at 
Capell, before a numerous auditory ; when 
as foon as he had done, a warm prefbyte- 
rian ftood up and faid, Well, oid friend, 
now you have told us fo much, pray tell 
us, what we muft depend upon in point of 
Juftification? The mercy of God, fays 
Mr. Cafin, we are nothing of our felves, 
I thought, replied the other, you had been 
talking quite other things. Why, fays 
Mr. Caffin, do you think that feeking 
God, and finding favour with him, in a 
way of humble duty, is at all inconfiftent 
with a man’s being accepted, thro’ the un- 
dertakings of Chrift, and the free favour 
of God? If you do, you ought to learn 
better. At which the gentleman was 
filent. 
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In the exercife of church difcipline, he 
was fevcre againit all ungodlinefs, and un- 
righteoufnels of men who held the truth in 
un aright ‘eoufne/s; and if any who were pious, 
and humble entertained opinions he thought 
to be wrong, he would, indeed, in meek- 
nefs miteuee them ; ne: if he cou'd not al- 
ter their judgment, he always continued to 
them the fame chriftian love and charity 
as before. If he found among the congre- 
gations, he ufed more efpecially to vifit, 
any contentions, he would always difcoun- 
tenance the fomenters of them, and per- 
fuade to forbearance and condefcenfion, 
fince no man could be refufed the liberty 
of his own private opinion; fo that, it is 
a falfe and an invidious accufation, raifed 
again{t him by Mr. Cooper, as if Mr. Caf- 
pn i promoted the excommunication of cer- 
“tain perfons at Biddinden for mere princt= 
ples; whereas it is apparent, from his own 
relation, it was alone on account of their 
having caufed divifions and offences, and 
beGuute they had made an unrighteous rent 
and fchifm in the church of Chrift, con- 
trary to the dodtrine of charity and for 
bearance delivered to them in the Gofpel. 
Had they been but peaceable and friendly 
they had never been cenfured by that 
church. This alfo appears upon the re- 
hearing of the matter at Smarden, before 
three ‘minifters from Londen; at which 
meeting they alfo undertook to dispute for 
the 
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the two queftions following. 1. Whether 
it be abfolutely neceflary to Chriftian com- 
munion, to believe that Chrift is effential- 
ly God, of the fame effence with the Fa- 
ther? 2. Whether it be abfolutely necef- 
fary to Chriftian communion, to believe 
that Chrift is of the fubftance of Mary his 
mother ? 

Mr. Caffin and others undertook the me- 
gative, and made the unfurmountable dif- 
ficulties, which attend the Athanafian 
{cheme, fo fully and manifeftly appear, 
that the worthy gentlemen who undertook 
the afirmative, were not able to ftand 
their ground. For, who can once ima- 
gine, that Chrift, whofe right it is, to fix 
the terms of Chriftian communion, has 
made it abfolutely neceflary, for every 
plowman and threfher, to believe a do- 
Ctrine, which, after the utmoft application 
and labour, the learned find fo difficult to 
underftand, and.make intelligible ? This 
would be to place his favours out of the 
reach of the plain and fimple, who are 
much the greateft part of mankind. 

His reafons, for not anfwering fome 
books that were publifhed againft him, 
were ufually thefe, That as to Mr. Wright’s 
piece, it was made up chiefly of perfonal 
reproaches; and what he faid about the 
change of his opinion was utterly ground- 
lefs; that his other relations, were fo ma- 
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to contain in them fcarcely the appearance 
of truth; that as to the argumentative part, 
it was the barreneft thing he ever read; 
and that the paper he fent him in a hurry, 
efpecially had he printed it entire, would 
have been an anfwer to the whole more 
than fufficient ; that he was willing there- 
fore to let it die without any further diftur- 
bance. That as to Monk’s book, a great 
part of it was fo myfterious, and unintel- 
ligible, as to need no confutation; that 
the moft part thereof did not affect any 
principles held by him; and, in particular, 
as to the humanity of Chrift, he had fuf- 
ficiently declared his mind in his anfwer to 
one Richard Haynes, who had been dealt 
with for a mifdemeanor, and had printed his 
cafe, and referred his reader to Mr. Monk’s 
book in a way of defamation. In that an- 
{wer which came out in 1674, the next 
year after Mr. Monk’s, there is this paf- 
fage; ‘ And whereas he alfo further fug- 
‘ gefteth to the reader, that I hold an er- 
‘ ror concerning the Lord Jefus, and that 
* Mr. Monk had wrote fomething againft 
it, the reader is to underftand, that the 
title of the book is but partly reprefented 
by Richard Haynes, to wit, The cure of the 
cankering error; but being truly repre- 
fented, is, 4 cure for the cankering er- 
ror of the new Eutichians ; which error, 
at no time was, nor yet is, by me believ- 
ed. Nor doI, as concerning the Lord 
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Jefus, nor any other point of faith, or 
religious worfhip, believe any other, than 
the very fame which was believed by 
me, and openly profeffed, when he, for 
many years, had fellowfhip with us. 
And if, by his faying, that I deny Chrift 
took his flefh of the virgin Mary, he 
means, that the redemption of fouls is 
no more precious, than the death and 
blood fhedding of a body of flefh, in the 
fallen eftate, under condemnation of ori- 
ginal fin; and that was, as to its begin- 
ning, of the earth, as the firft Adam’s 
was, I readily declare my diffent there- 
unto, jas does, in fome refpects, the au- 
thor of that book, and alfo moft others. 
But this I confent to, and verily believe, 
that the true Me/fiab, whom the Father 
hath fealed to be the bleffed Saviour of 
the world, was conceived in the virgin 
Mary, and there took our nature and 
our form, and fo was in all points like 


unto his brethren, fin excepted, the fon 


of Abraham, the fon of David, confef- 
fed to be, while the firft man was of the 
earth, earthy, the fecond man the Lord 
from heaven.’ 

THosE who converfed with him freely, 


and without prejudice, fays the author of 
the manufcript communicated to me, faw 
his opinion to be this, together with the 
ground of it, He always aimed at exalt- 
ing the dignity, and natural excellence of 
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Chrift; he was willing, fome how or other, 
to conclude him really man, without his 
being of the fallen lump of finners. He 
apprehended, that in all human genera- 
tions, the principle of life, intelligence, 
and cogitation, was derived de /emine maf- 
culi, and that the mother contributed only 
nourifhment to the formed embryo; andas 
the conception of Chrift was miraculous, 
wholly out of the common way, fo he 
thought, that tho’ he was really man as 
we, yet his production would likewife be 
fuperior and excellent. As he was really 
Mary’s fon, {fo he could fee eafily, how he 
muft be David’s fon. His miftake, per- 
haps, lay, in making a diftinction where 
there appears to be no difference ; that is, 
between taking flefh of, and receiving nou- 
rifhment from the virgin Mary. 'To ob- 
viate this point, he put an intimate friend 
to write his thoughts, and promifed to an- 
{wer to what he did not receive. When 
this was done, and it was made out to 
him, that nourifhment both before and 
after the birth, is nothing elfe but the ad- 
dition of new matter, by the menftrual 
effluvia, or by the food miniftring chyle, 
and that turning into blood, and fo fup- 
plying what it wafted by perfpiration, la- 
bour, &c. and that incogitative matter is 
incapable of receiving any finful pollution ; 
that fin is only a creature of the mind; 
that guilt is not conveyable by genera- 

tion ; 


Encuisu Baptists. 


tion; and, that the pain and frailty to 
which only Chrift was fubjeét, could be 
no objection to his meetnefs as a Saviour. 
He made no anfwer to that writing, from 
whence it was concluded to be agreeable 
to his prefent fentiments. He feemed very 
cautious in avoiding the error of the Ne/fo- 
vians, who afferted two perfons, as well as 
two natures in Chrift. He thought it a 
little ftrange and unaccountable, that in 
tefpect of the Deity, one fubftance fhould 
coniftitute ¢hree real perfons, and yet, that 
in Chrift, ¢wo intelligent natures and fub- 
{tances fhould make but ove perfon. To 
avoid the difficulties of this fort, he feem- 
ed fometimes inclinable to the fuppofition, 
that the Logos was alone the principle of 
action in Chrift ; but he was far from bi- 
gotry and impofition in matters of doubt- 
ful difputation. He knew the force of 
education, and early. infenfible prejudice, 
and was always ready to. make every rea- 
fonable allowance. His conftant preach- 
ing ; his frequent calls among the churches ; 
the charge of his own congregation, toge- 
ther with his imprifonments, and the care 
of his family, which he chofe to continue, 
rather than burthen his people, prevented 
his writing many books ; and yet, befides the 
two pieces he was obliged to publifh in de- 
fence of his church againft Richard Haynes, 
he put out one, intitled, Faith in God's pro- 
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annexed another tract, called, The great 
error and miftake of the Quakers, concern- 
ing the true Chrift, and how he is faid to be 
in his people; and concerning the rule of 
mankind, in which their former extrava- 
gancies are laid open and confuted. He al- 
fo wrote a large piece again{t the fifth mo- 
narchy principles, intitled, No kingdom for 
faints until the king of faints comes, But 
obferving that mad notion to be upon the 
decline he did not think fit to publith it. 
He alfo left imperfeét certain manufcripts 
on the doétrine of the holy Trinity, which 
the proprietors of them have not yet pub- 
lifhed. Thus lived this pious man, and 
when worn out by age in the fervice of his 
Lord, he fell afleep in May 1714, and 
amid{t a numerous attendance of mournful 
friends was committed to the filent grave, 
in the fure expectation of the life and glory 
to come. 

Mr. Fofeph Mazfters, an excellent and 
learned divine, who had for many years 
been an honour to the Englifh Baptifts, 
and was univerfally refpected by thofe of 
other denominations. He was trained up 
at the univerlity of Oxford, where he had 
for his tutor che famous Do@tor Goodwin ; 
under whofe care he made a large progrefs 
in ufeful learning, and had a great profpect 
of honour and preferment. But upon the 
Reftoration he quitted all this, to preferve 
a good confcience, and to aét in religion 
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agreeable to the light he had received. He 
was for many years paftor of a congregation 
of Baptifts at Theobalds in Hartfordfhire ; 
but when he was about fifty years of age 
the congregation at formers Hall, one of 
the richeft churches in London, I may fay 
in England, wanting an elder, earneft- 
ly folicited him to come to town and take 
the care of them.. His church in the 
country was then reduced toa very {mall 
number, and met in a Prefbyterian meet- 
ing-houfe, the minifters of the two con- 
gregations dividing the work betwixt 
them. However, Mr. Mazfters would 
not accept the call of this rich church, fo 
as to lay afice the care of his little flock, 
who had hitherto enjoyed the benefit of his 
labours. It was therefore fo contrived, 
that the few members he had in the coun- 
try fhould come and join themfelves with 
him, to this church at London, and that 
he fhould go down one Lord’s day in each 
month, to preach and adminifter the Lord’s 
fupper unto them in the country; and in 
this fituation he continued his care over 
them both, until his death, which was 
about twenty years. He was a man of an 
unblemifh’d converfation, of extenfive cha- 
rity, and modeft beyond what is common 
to men of his age and advantages. He 
was a very plain and ferious preacher ; 
and tho’ he never ufed a pompous ftile, or 
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acceptable almoft to all, and admired by 
many ferious ‘and judicious Chriftians of 
different perfuafions, tho’ he himfelf was 
a profefied Calvinift and Baptift. He writ 
down in his ftudy the greateft part, if not 
all, that he delivered in the pulpit; but 
having a very retentive memory, which 
continued to the laft, he ufed no notes. 

A FEw years before his death his con- 
gregation had warning given them to quit 
the Hall, where they had met for many 
years ; upon which they removed to Pin- 
ners Hall in Broadftreet ; the Independant 
church there, of which the reverend Mr. 
Hunt is paftor, agreeing, that they fhould 
have the ufe of the Aa// one part of the 
Lord’s day, and themfelves the other; fo 
that after this he was not obliged to preach 
above once a day, which he held, not- 
withf{tanding his great age, till within a 
few weeks of his death, which happened 
April 6, 1717, and in the /feventy-fixth 
year of his age. 

_ As he always avoided popularity in his 
Jife-time, fo, according to his own dire- 
«tion, he had a private funeral, there be- 
ing only a few relations, befides thofe that 
fupported the pall, to accompany his corpfe 
to the Diffenters burying-ground in Bun- 
bil-fields, where he was interred; and as 
an emblem of his catholic charity, he had 
two Prefbyterians, two Independant, and 
two Baptift minifters to be his pall-bearers, 

His 
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His funeral fermon was preached at Pin- 
ners Hall, on the Lord’s day following, 
by his fellow-labourer in that place, Mr. 
Feremtah Hunt, a worthy gentleman of 
the Padobaptift perfuafion, in whofe due 
praife I could very much enlarge; but he 
is {hill a fhining light in the prefent day, 
and therefore I muft forbear, and only ob- 
ferve, that after a very full account of the 
bright and fingular character of this pious 
Baptift, he fays, ‘In a word, he was fo 
* happy, as to pafs a life of almoft /eventy- 
£ feven years without a blemifh. Blefied 
* faint! uncommon inftance! worthy our 
* imitation ! fo beautiful even in this im- 

* perfect fketch of fo amiable a life!’ 
SucH was his great modefty, that he 
could not be prevailed upon to publifh any 
thing while he lived, tho’ earneftly folici- 
ted fo to do, by fome that had a great in- 
tereft in him; nor is it likely that any of 
his works fhould come forth after his 
death, becaufe he writ all his preparatory 
ftudies in fhort-hand. There were, in- 
deed, two manutcripts found amongft his 
papers of his own decyphering ; the one, 
A paraphrafe, with practical obfervations, 
on the parable of the prodigal fon. ‘The 
other, Advice to young people, in feveral 
difcourfes on P/al. cxix. 9. Wherewith fhall 
a young man cleanfe his way? By taking 
heed thereto, according to thy word, ’Tis 
fuppofed he writ thefe chiefly for the ae 
fo) 
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of his own children, but fome would be 

glad to have them made more public. 
Mr. Richard Allen, a famous minitfter, 
much noted in his day for ufefulnefs, piety 
and charity; tho’ he had not the advanta- 
ges of a learned education, yet he was a 
man of good natural endowments, and by 
his own induftry, after he was called to 
the work of the miniftry, he attained to 
fuch an acquaintance with the orzental lan- 
guages, and other parts of ufeful learning, 
as to exceed many who enjoyed the bene- 
fits of a learned education in the fchools. 
He went under the denomination of a ge- 
neral Baptift, tho’ he converfed chiefly 
with the minifters of the particular perfua- 
fion, and was with his church admitted 
into their affociation at London in the year 
1704. And he was alfo a member of the 
fociety of Cahkvinsftical minifters, that met 
every week at the Hanover Coffee-hou/e in 
Finch-lane, for fome years, both before, 
and after that admiffion. The church, of 
which he was elder, is one of the moft an- 
cient congregations of the Baptz/?s about 
London, being firft conftituted in the time 
of the civil wars, and had for their paftor 
the famous Mr. ‘fobn Go/nold, who, about 
the year 1670; was fucceeded by Mr. Tho- 
mas Plant; and about the year 1693 Mr. 
Allen facceeded Mr. Plant, bringing with 
him a {mall congregation, to which he had 
been paftor before, which met at Turners 
Hall 
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Hall in Piilpot-lane. He was their paftor 
many years, and always preferved the cha- 
racter of a pious man, and of an ingenious 
and ufeful preacher ; and continued in his 
work till within a few months before his 
death, which was on the 2oth of Feb. 1717. 
He was buried from Mr. Mudiliner’s meet- 
ing-houfe in Moorfields, from whence his 
corpfe was carried to the diffenters burying 
ground in Bunbil_fields, being accompanied 
by a great number of minifters and others. 
Mr. Mulliner entertained the people with 
a fhort difcourfe on mortality at the grave ; 
and his funeral fermon was preached the 
Lord’s day following by Mr. Hodges, at 
his meeting-houfe in Barbican. He pub- 
lithed feveral tracts in his life-time, in 
which he has left to the world, a {pecimen 
both of his natural and acquired abilities ; 
the titles of which are, 

1. AN Efay, to prove finging of pfalms 
with conjoined voices, a Chriftian duty, 
and to refolve the doubts concerning it, 8”°. 
1696. 

A A BRIEF vindication of an Effay to 
prove finging of pfalms, &c. 8%°. 1696. 

3. A GAINFUL death the end of a 
truly chriftian life. A {fermon at the fu- 
neral of Mr. fobn Griffith, 8°°. 1700. 

4. 4 SERMON on the death of King 
Wilham Ill. 4°°. 1700. 

5. ASERMON on the union of Eng- 
land and Scotland, 8*°. 1707. ” 
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He was the author, tho’.he put not his 
name thereto, of thofe two volumes in 
oftavo, intitled, Bzographia Ecclefiaftica ; 
or, the lives of the moft eminent fathers of 
the Chriftian church, who flourifbed in the 
ficft four centuries, and part of the fifth. 

Mr. Benjamin Stinton, was born Feb. 
2. Anno 1676. He married a daughter 
of the reverend Mr. Benjamin Keach, and 
fucceeded him in the paftoral - office of his 
church. It was with much difficulty, 
that the church prevailed upon him to take 
this charge. But Mr. Keach, knowing 
his abilities, and believing the chureh 
would fix on him to fucceed him, charged 
him on his death bed not to reject their 
call, if they fhould think fit to make choice 
of him; telling him with earneftnefs, that 
in fo doing, he would reject the call of 
God, and could not expect his bleffing to 
attend him. The dying words of his fa- 
ther in law, and the preffing earneftnefs of 
the church for his acceptance of their call, 
at length iffued in his confent. 

HE was a very painful and laborious 
minifter of the gofpel, and tho’ he had 
not the advantage of an academical educa- 
tion; yet by his own induftry under the 
affiftance of the famous Mr. in/worth, 
after he had taken upon him the minifte- 
rial office, he acquired a good degree of 
knowledge in the languages, and other 
ufeful parts of literature which added fome 
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luftre to thofe natural endowments, which 
were very perfpicuous in him. 

In the latter end of the reign of Queen 
Anne, he formed the defign of fetting up 
that charity fchool which I have taken 
notice of before, and accordingly confult- 
ed the reverend Mr. ohn Sladen, a 
neighbouring minifter of the Pzdobaptift 
perfuafion about it. But thofe in authori- 
ty, were fo violently fet againft the dif- 
fenters, in this very point of their children’s 
education, that no further proceedings 
were made at that time. Upon the 
Queen’s death, and King George’s accef- 
fion to the crown, who gave the diffenters 
new affurances of preferving their liberty 
and property to them, he revived the de- 
fign, and God has fo bleffed it, that it is 
now a noble charity, and worthy the encou- 
ragement of all pious chriftians, 

He was alfo inftrumental, if not the firft 
mover, towards the redreffing thofe grie- 
vances the daptized intereft laboured under, 
for want of a due provifion made for the 
relief of indigent minifters, and training up 
others to fucceed in the miniftry. Which 
by the bleffing of God is now not inferi- 
our to the provifion made by the other 
denominations of diffenters, for the like 
purpofes ; and I hope in time may exceed 
them. Tho’ Mr. Sinton joyned with the 
reft of his brethren concerned in this lau- 
dable defign, he was far from afoamne to 

their 
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their imitation. vz. That it fhould be fot 
the ufe and advantage of thofe churches 
only, who go under the denomination of 
particular. Baptifs, and accordingly’ ente- 
red his proteft againft the fame, which 
was as followeth. vz. 
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Wires, in the fcheme drawn up 
for the management of a fund, 
propofed to be raifed by the Antipedo- 
baptifts in and about Loxdon; there is 
this claufe or article, vzz. That this fund 
fhall be for the ufe and advantage of 
thofe minifters and churches only, who 
go under the denomination of partecular 
Baptifis. And whereas I my felf am 
one, that juftly goes under that deno- 
mination, becaufe [ ftedfaftly believe, 
That God did from all eternity, choofe, 
and ordam, a certain number of per- 
fons unto eternal life by Jefus Chrift. 
That no man can truly repent of his 
fins, and believe in Chrift, unlefs he be 
enabled by the fpecial grace of God, fo 
to do; and that thofe who are thus 
brought into a ftate of life and falvation 
are by the covenant of grace fecured 
from final apoftacy. Neverthelefs ] 
muft declare my diflike of the aforefaid 
rule in this cafe, and do proteft againfk 
it for the reafons following. 
‘ y, BecAUSsE it opens a door for endlefs 
debates and d{trugzles among the mana- 
HES 
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gers themfelves, to determine what par- 
ticular perfons fhall receive the benefit of 
this charity. Who are Particular Bap- 
tifis, muft be determined, either by a 
a perfon’s making an exprefs declarati- 
on of his own faith, or by taking the 
common report and opinion of others 
concerning him; both of which will 
be attended with infuperable difficulties. 
Some pious and ufeful minifters may be 
in fuch circumftances, as may make 
them unwilling to declare their opinion 
of fome controverted points in religion. 
Others in neceffity, may be hereby laid 
under a temptation, either to deny or 
diflemble, the real fentiments of their 
mind, And the managers themfelves, 
muft firft draw up and agree upon cer- 
tain articles of faith, which fhall be the 
teft and ftandard in this cafe. If it muft 
be done by the common report, and opi- 
nion of others; this is attended with e- 
qual difficulties, and more uncertainty. 
Thofe that are counted particulars by 
fome, are zealoufly publifhed to be ge- 
nerals by others. And fo on the con- 
trary, it will alfo be hard to find out, 
what is the common opinion of others, 
concerning the principles of fome men ; 
and ftill more difficult to fix, what 
number of reporters fhall be fufficient 
to determine a man’s character on the 
one fide, or the other; and by both 
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methods, the managers of this fund, 
will be fet up, as a fort of inguifition, for 
the tryal of men’s principles in religion. 
‘ 2, Because there are feveral mini- 
fters, and churches of Antipedobaptifts, 
who defire not to go under the name: 
either of generals or particulars, nor 
indeed, can juftly be ranked under ei- 
ther of thefe heads, ’Tis well known, 
that feveral honourable and ufeful mini- 
fters, hold fome opinions agreeing with 
the doétrine of the Remon/trants, and at 
the fame time have other principles, that 
agree with the Ca/viniftical {cheme of 
doctrines; receiving what they think to be 
truth, without regarding with what hu- 
man fchemes it agrees or difagrees; and 
yet their miniftry is very acceptable, and 
ufeful to thofe of both denominations. 
There are alfo feveral churches, to whom 
this diftinction muft be very difagreeable 
if not pernicious. Some focieties confift 
of two churches united, who, before 
their union, one were truly termed ge- 
rals, and the other particulars. But 
upon the principle of charity, and for the 
fake of the publick good, agreed, to throw 
away thefe marks of diftin@tion, and 
to walk together in love, as for inftance, 
the church at Reading, and that at Co- 
ventry. ‘There are alfo other churches 
about London, whofe members are partly 
of one opinion in thefe points, and partly 
ie} | 
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of another; and who likewife defire, 
and frequently have minifters; who 
go under both thefe characters, to preach 
to them, and chofe their paftors fome- 
times from one of thefe denominations, 
and fometimes the other; as the church 
at Barbican, and the church at Dept- 
ford, neither of which were ever in any 
affoctation of the general Baptifts. 

‘ 3. Because this will expofe the Bap- 
tifts, to the other denominations of Pro-= 
teflant diffenters, as a people of an un- 
charitable and party-fpirit. The Prefby- 
terians have the fame differences among 
them about the Quingueticular points, 
as the Baptifts, yet in the management of 
their fund (out of which they diftribute 
many hundreds by the year) they regard 
no diftinctions of this nature; nor have 
they fo much as tyed up themfelves frorn 
helping an Independant, or a Bapti/t mi- 
nifter; if it be neceffary for the pub- 
lic good. ‘The Independants alfo, have 
a confiderable fund without thefe limita- 
tions, to tye them from giving to any of 
of their own denomination, or others 
out of it, if there be occafion. But by 
this rule, the Bapziffs will tye up them- 
felves, from helping fome of their own 
denomination, be they in never fo great 
a neceflity, or men of never fo much pi- 
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nagers themfelves, may then with they 
could do it. 
‘ 4. Because this article, only guards 
againit the Errors of one kind, and not 
thofe of another kind, which may 
be equally dangerous and _ pernicious, 
Whereas if orthodoxy is to be the ftan- 
dard for the diftribution of this charity ; 
all dangerous errors, ought to exclude 
perfons from the benefit of it, as well 
asfome. By particular Baptifts, 1 fup- 
pofe to be chiefly intended, thofe that 
hold the doctrines of perfonal election, 
and of the final perfeverance of the Saints, 
according to the ca/viniffical notion of 
them. Now a man may hold both 
thefe truly, and yet at the fame time 
advance principles more dangerous, and 
deftructive of true godlinefs, than the 
denial of either ; fo that this article can- 
not fatisfy any moderate Ca/vini/, un- 
lefs it be explained to this effect. That 
by particular Baptifts, is intended thofe 
that are neither Arminians, nor Anti- 
nomians, 
© 5. BEcAUsE this article gives great 
offence, to feveral wealthy and gene- 
rous gentlemen, whofe affiftance in this 
defign would be of great fervice to the 
public, and is like to keep feveral-rich 
and numerous churches from joyning 
with us; who if they were engaged 
* herein, 
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herein, would very much encreafe the 
fund, and help to preferve it to futurity, 
‘ 6. BECAUSE it tends to promote dif. 
union, and oppofition among the Bapti/ts 
themfelves, Several minifters not only 
in the country, but in and about London; 
have endeavoured of late, to promote a 
better union and correfpondence among 
thofe of this denomination, witnefs 
their frequent preaching in one another’s 
places, and their meeting monthly for 
the common intereft of the whole, 
without any regard to thefe party di- 
ftinctions. Whereas this will tend to fet 
us wider than ever, and make it neceffa- 
ry always to keep up this party difference. 
“ Lafily, Because what feems chiefly 
to be aimed at by this article, may in 
my opinion, be as fully and effectually 
anfwered without the article, as with it, 
When any cafe is propofed, the mana- 
gers are the fole judges, whether it fhall 
be received or rejected. If upon the 
beft information they can get, they 
don’t like his charaGter, or think it not 
for the publick good to affift him; 
they may difmifs him, without fixing 
any brands of infamy, and reproach upon 
him. And fince the majority muft de- 
termine all particular cafes, and mutt ex- 
plain this law, as they fee fit, and judge 
of the perfons orthodoxy. I fee not how 
Aa 2 pe tlicc 


$55 


356 


The History of the 


* this rule can be of any great fervice ; b 
‘ on the other hand, is like to be attend 
‘ with very fatal confequences, to tl 
‘ good and neceffary defign.’ | 

Tuo’ this account may not be relifh 
by fome; yet I could not pafs it by whe 
fetting forth the character of a gentlem 
whofe judgment, abilities, and moderati 
exceeded thofe of his brethen, who we 
concerned with him in this affair. It w 
his misfortune, indeed, to be out-votec 
but we do not always find in fuch caf 
wifdom to be on the major fide. Hov 
ever, he was valued for his excellent pas 
by the generality of thofe that knew hin 
and about this time had a letter fent hi 
from the reverend Mr. Peart, of Broom 
grove in Worcefterfbire, refpecting a difpu 
between the faid Mr. Peart and ty 
Prefbyterian minifters about Baptifin, wi 
when they were by fome arguments fro: 
plain texts hinged, afferted, the texts we: 
wrong tranflated, which one of them gar 
under his hand in the following manne 
vz. The original word tranflated, ow 
Matth. iii. 16. is not truly tranflatec 
Witnefs my hand, 


Robert Paterfin. 


THE anfwer Mr. Stinton returned we 
as follows. 
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Lond. Sept. 10. 1717. 


Honoured brother, 
I RECEIv’D yours of the 26th of Auguft 


laft, wherein you inform me of a com- 
bat which you have lately had with fome 
Prefbyterians, about the ordinance of Bap- 
tifm;, and that, in the conclufion, the 
Prefbyterian minifter gave it you under 
his hand, that in Matth. iii. 16. where it 
is faid, Chrift went up owt of the water, 
the word out is not truly tranflated. This 
is the old fubterfuge of the party, who, 
when they are preffed with plain {crip- 
tures, or juft confequences from thence, 
again{ft their opinion, prefently find fault 
with the tranflation, thinking thereby to 
filence their opponents, and impofe upon 
the ignorant. You defire the opinion of 
our brethren, who underftand the original, 
whether this text be rightly tranflated, or 
not. I fhould think, that fome authori- 
ties from among thofe of his own perfua- 
fion and practice, might be more likely to 
‘convince or filence him on this head. Our 
Englifh trapflators, very learned men, and 
may be fuppofed to have underftood the 
original text full as well as this gentleman, 
and they were Pedobapti/ts too, and there- 
fore could be under no temptation.to favour 


our opinion, And if Mr, Pater/on will 
eda pleafe 
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pleafe to look into Pool’s Synopfis, he will 
ind, that other learned men underftood 
the original text according to what our 
tranflators have rendred it. Lucas Bru- 
genjis, and Pifcator make this remark 
upon the phrafe in difpute, A/cendit autem, 
nempe, in terram ergo defcenderat, et in- 
fiumine baptizatus fuit. He went up, 
‘that is, upon the land, therefore he had 
defcended, and was baptized in the water. 
The learned Dr. Whitby, who has taken 
abundance of pains to fet the original text 
in as clear a view as poffible, in his para- 
phrafe, juftifies the tranflators, in rendring 
ano to vdalec, by, out of the water. And 
he produces fuch an argument, to prove 
this the meaning of the Greek, as may fa- 
tisfy any man that has not more pride than 
learning; namely, That the Greek church, 
who certainly were as good judges of the 
Greek language as Mr. Patérfon, made this 
obfervation on this paflage, He who afcend- 
ed ovt of the water, muft firft defcend 
down into it. Baptifm, therefore, is to 
be performed not by /prinkling, but wa/b- 
zng the body. I fay, thefe teftimonies of 
the fenfe of the original text, even from 
the Pedobaptifis themfelves, feem to me 
the moft likely way to put an end to this 
part of your controverfy. But in compli- 
ance with your requett I have defired fome 
gentlemen, who are good judges in the 
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cafe, to give you the inclofed remarks, 
I with you good fuccefs, in contending 
earneftly for the truth, and remain, 


Your friend and fervant, 
Benj. Stinton. 


THE original words in Marth, iii. 16. 
are, Kat Bawhiotels 6 Incotic dvebn amd rod 
udaloe. ‘Thus rendered by our tranflators, 
And “fefus, when he was baptized, went up 
frraightway out of the water. Which is 
far from being a wrong tranflation, be- 
caufe it is fo very evident, that Jefus in 
his daptifin went not only ¢o the water, 
but zzfo the water. Indeed, it may be 
tranflated, And Jefus, when he was dip- 
ped (or having been dipped) went up 
{traightway from the water. But befides, 
that the participle Garliobels properly fig- 
nifies nothing lefs than our Lord’s having 
been dipped, or plunged into the water ; 
upon which account his coming up from 
the water neceffarily fignifies his coming 
out of it, There are inftances enough to 
be found in Greek authors, where the pre- 
pofition ex fignifies owt of a place as well 
as from it. Thus Xenophon, Lib. 1. EA- 


Anix, {peaking of the fight between the 


Lacedemonians and Athenians, lays, ¢ua- 
yovlo é xd wav, i.e, They fought out of the 
fhips, or from on fhipboard, ‘The fame 

Aa 4 author, 


Sone, 


60 


The History of the 


author, in another place, fays, Aepwhe- 
vouev O€ Bre ex tig yng Bev Bre awd Tay 
éixsav, Where it is manifeft, that é and 
amo are indifferently ufed as /)nonimous 
words, Herodian likewife ufes a7 in the 
fame fenfe, Lib. 1. c.14. when he fpeaks 
of the Palladium, as taken out of Troy, 
r) tig Tlearddes @yarpa xomiliy ad 
Teolas. And Callemicus has two paflages, 
in which we meet with exactly the fame 
phrafe with that in difpute. Thus Hymn, 
in Appoll. 5. 110. Ani 3° 8 xo Trav leg. 
SDwp goptact Meriatas. They bring not 
water to Ceres out of every river. And in 
Lavacr. Pallad.s5. 45,46. S2pepov Apy@ 
Tlie? a0 xpavay, pid and tay wolepay, 
To day Grecians drink out of the fountains, 
but not owt of the rivers. And. befides 
thefe proofs out of other authors, this paf- 
fage in Mattb, ili, 16. is not the only in- 
ftance, among the facred writers, where 
amd muft be rendered by owt. For the 
evangelift Luke, {peaking of Mary Mag- 
dalen, Chap. vili. 2. gives this defcription 
of her, &9 aig daiwmina epld eFernarber, 
which our tranflators have very juftly ren- 
der'd, cut of whom went feven devils, 
But to return to the account of our Savi- 
our’s bapti/m, it appears that he camé out 
of the water, as well as from it, by the 
parallel place, Mark i.9. where we are 
teld, That Jefus was baptized of Fobn in 
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fordan; or rathet, according to the literal 
vanflation of %s ray Topdamy, into “fordan. 
vut whether it be into ‘Sordan; or, w To 
pam wolaus, in the river Fordan, as it 
-expreffed ver. 5. concerning the other 
erfons whom ‘fobn baptized; yet it is 
lain there muft have been a defcent zxto 
ne water, and afterwards an afcent or 
joming up out of it. So that there would 
‘eno room for the criticifm of going down 
nly fo the river fide to be baptized, and 
oming up only from the river fide after 
aptifm, even tho’ we had no other cafe 
corded befides that of our Lord himéelf; 
which yet is the only tolerable fubterfuge 
of thofe, who infift, that our Saviour went 
ip from the water, after baptifm, and not 
ut of the water. But Philip’s baptizing 
‘he Eunuch, Acts viii. 38, 39. leaves no 
-oom to doubt, that both the daptizer, and 
he perfon baptized, went down into the 
water, and came up out of it. XazleSnoay 
LLPOTEO Ch E15 70 Vd we, 0, ze PiriwTros yas 6 
DUCD 7 96 2, &Samhow wor. "Ole dé avehn- 
sav éx To Uoaloc. Thefe words need no 
comment, and would be of themfelves a 
fufficient explication of thofe in St. Mat- 
thew, if any were needful to fupport the 
rranflation, of coming up from the water, 
by coming up out of the water. Upon the 
whole therefore, we think our common 


tanflation of Marth. iii. 16. to be juft, and 
that 
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that it clearly fignifies the meaning of the 
original. | 
Nath. Hodges, ‘foféph Burroughs, 
Fokn Gale, Benj. Stinton. 


Tue regard Mr. Stinton had to the pub- 
lic good did not interfere, fo as to hin- 
der his ufefulnefs, to perfons in a private 
capacity, where providence gave him an 
opportunity to exercife his talent. I could 
imftance in many cafes, but fhall confine 
my felf to one, which I think is an evi- 
dence of the great efteem, the public had 
for him ; and may be a precedent to others 
worthy to be imitated on fuch like occa- 
fions, viz. A member of his congregation, 
who by a dreadful fire, had her houfe 
burnt to the ground; and all the family, in 
which was an aged father and mother loft 
their lives thereby except her hufband, 
and a child out at nurfe who only furvived 
this calamity. He drew up their cafe, 
got feveral minifterseto fign it, and re- 
commend the fame to their congregations, 
and thereby obtained for their relief near 
fifty pounds. 

He was a man of prudent conduct and 
complaifant behaviour well efteemed of by 
atmoit all. And many of thofe who ha- 
ted diffenters in general, yet had a reve- 
rence and efteem for him. He was ofa 
catholick fpirit, and much frequented the 

compa- 
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company of the Pedobapti? minifters, yet 
he firmly adhered to. his own principles, 
and was a great defender of them; and al- 
ways endeavourd to cultivate a good har- 
mony among chriftians, tho’ of different 
fentiments; being far from making the 
principles of religion, wherein chriftians 
differ, an occafion of contempt, of any 
of their perfons, And tho’ he was of them, 
who hold the doGtrines of perfonal election, 
and of the final perfeverance of the Saints, 
according to the Ca/viniffical notion of 
them; yet he abhorred thofe doétrines, 
that tended to licentioufnefs, and were de- 
{tructive of true piety.and godlinefs, 

His death was very fudden and furpri- 
zing to his friends, having been with feve- 
ral of them in London the day before. He 
complained of a great pain in his ftomach, 
which was fo fharp and fevere upon him, 
that he was forced to put into ¢hreehoufes 
by the way, as he returned home, and 
had little or no reft all night. He took 
fome phyfic in the morning, which fome- 
what relieved him; but to the fudden fur- 
prize of his wife, laid himfelf down upon 
the bed, and died immediately, without 
uttering any more words than thefe, I am 
going. 
~ Tuus died this ufeful minifter of the 
Gofpel, on the 11th of Fed. 1718. in the 
forty-third year of his age, and was Ee 
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ried from Mr. Killinghall’s meeting-place, 
in Deadman’s Place, at the Bapti/t bury- 
ing-ground in the Park, Southwark, ‘The 
reverend Mr. David Rees was appointed to 
preach his funeral fermon ; but being very 
ill, it was preached by the reverend Mr.Tho. 
Harrifon at his interment. And in a little 
time after Mr. Rees preached the funeral 
fermon he had prepared, at his meeting- 
houfe upon Hor/ely-down, before a nume- 
rous afiembly, from thefe words, Be ye 
alfo ready; which were the laft words Mr, 
Stinton uttered from the pulpit, at the con- 
clufion of a funeral fermon he preached the 
Lord’s day preceeding his death. But nei- 
ther of them were printed. 

Soon after Mr. Harrifon publithed fome 
poems on divine fiubjecis, and dedicated 
them to his own church. ‘To which was 
added, a Poem to the memory of the faid 
Mr. Benjamin Stinton; in which he joins 
him with the reverend Mr. Mazffers, de- 
ceafed, as the two chief pillars of the dap- 
tized intereft, laid on the ground. 

Mr. Stinton publifhed but two {mall 
tracts, by which he has given to the world 
a {pecimen of his acquired abilities. The 
titles of which are, 

1. 4 SERMON preached the 27th 
of Nov. 1713. in commemoration of the 
great and dreadful ftorm in Nov. 1703. 
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2. 4 DISCOURSE of divine provi- 
dence. Occafioned by the, demife of her 
late. majefty Queen Anne, and the happy 
icceflion of our prefent fovereign King 
George to the throne of Great Britain. 

He left in manufcript a {mall piece 
finifhed by his own hand, intitled, 4 /hort 
Catechifin, wherein the principles of the 
Chrifiian religion are taught in the words of 
the facred Scriptures themfelves. Which, 
fince, his death, has been twice printed. 

He had been fome years collecting ma- 
terials, in order to write an Hiftory of the 
Engh/b Baptifis, from the beginning of 
Chriftianity down to the prefent times, 
but did not live to digeft in order even 
thofe he had collected, except.the Jntro- 
duction, giving an account of the different 
opinions concerning the firft rife of the 
Baptifts, which -I have publifhed in the 
preface to my firft volume entire. He al- 
fo defigned to end the {aid hiftory with an 
Appendix, containing,an Abridgment of the 
controverfy between the Bapti/is and 
Pedobaptifts; and a catalogue of the 
books that have been written upon it fince 
the reformation. And had the providence 
of God continued his life, till le had ac- 
complifhed his intended defign, I doubt 
not, but the learned would have readily 
born a teftimony to him, and have rank’d 
him amonett the greate{t men of his ia 
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Dr. ‘fobn Gale, was born in London, 
May. 26. 1680, of which place, his father 
was an eminent and worthy citizen, of 
good natural abilities, and great integrity. 
From the firft proofs that his fon gave 
of his capacity, he devoted him to the 
great work of inftructing mankind, and to 
fit him the better for it, {pared no expence 
to give him a generous and liberal educa- 
tion; and accordingly fent him to Leyden 
in Holland. Where in lefs than two years 
(which he employed there with that un- 
common application and force of genius) 
he furprized his tutors, and was honoured 
by the univerfity of Leyden, with the de- 
grees of majter of arts, and doctor of phi- 
lofophy, even before the expiration of the 
nineteenth year of his age. 

Upon his return to England, he purfu- 
ed his ftudies with equal ardour, and read 
over with incredible application, the great 
models of antiquity, and confidered the 
primitive writers cf the chriftian church, 
by which he contracted a juft efteem for 
them, neither approving the conduct of 
thofe who flight them, nor that of others 
who rely too much on their authority. 
After he he had been in England about 
four years, he received a letter from the 
univerfity of Leyden, offering him the de- 
gree of doctor in divinity, upon the condi- 
tion of giving his affent to the articles of 
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Dort ; which he refufed on account of 
that love of liberty, “which in. his opinion, 
made that univerfity preferable to fome 
others. 

SoME time after this, there appeared 
in publick, an Hiflory of infant baptifm, 
written by Mr. Wall, minifter of Shore- 
4am in Kent, which was thought fo fer- 
viceable to that caufe> as to deferve the 
thanks of both houfes of convocation. 
This the doctor anfwered before he was 
twenty-feven years of age,- with fo folida 
judgment, fuch extenfive learning, and fo 
great moderation, that it gain’d him the 
efteem and affection, not only of the Bap- 
tifis, but of all men of candor and learn- 
ing on the oppofite fide. 

Dr. Whitby, {peaking of the practice of 
Infant baptifn *, among the primitive 
Chriftians, fays, ‘That Dr. Gale’s very 
‘ learned letters, prove it to be doubtful 
* and uncertain, whether that practice did 
© conftantly obtain.’ 

Dr. Wotton, tho’ he writes exprefly 
againft the doctor in relation to the fewz/h 
Talmud, fays thus much of him. He 
feems to be well acquainted with thofe 
books, and is a writer fo well verfed in 
the arts of perfuafion, and his way of wri- 
ting is generally fo very winning, that 


* Diflert. de S. Script. interpret. Pref. § 5. 
when 
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when I had undertaken to treat of th 
true authority of this moft ancient te 
of Fewifh traditions’ to us Chriftians, 
fhould have been wanting to my fubje 
if I had not taken notice of what he h 
faid upon thefe matters. | 
Mr. Whifton, in his treatife againft In 
fant baptifm, confeffes, the firft light 
received in that affair, was from Dr.Gale 
obfervation upon the paflage of Ireneu 
which laid the foundation of what he wrot 
upon that fubjec. 
AnD as different ftates and circumftan! 
ces of life are no bars to friendfhip, be’ 
tween men of real goodnefs, and folic 
learning, fo the doctor was honoured witl 
the efteem of very eminent and illuftriou 
perfons, who adorn their feverai ftation 
with uncommon virtues. Among thef 
were the lord chief Juftice of the Commos 
pleas, now Lord chancellor, and the righ 
reverend the bifhops of Sa/z/bury and Ro- 
chefter ; the laft of whom, fays my au- 
thor *, will not be difpleafed, if I give hi 
written teftimony to the worth of this va. 
luable man; for whom, as he expreffe: 
himfelf, he had fo juft an efteem, on ac- 
count of ‘his good underftanding, grea 
learning, candor, and largenefs of mind, 


* Life prefix'd to bis Sermons, publifh’d in 726. 


Encuisyu Baprists. 


_ He began ftatedly to preach about the 
thirty-fifth year of his age. His ftile was 
eafy and natural, his expreffions {trong and 
lively, his reafonings clear and convincing ; 
and during the term of his life was ho- 
noured with an auditory, not only nume- 
rous, but as learned as any in his age could 
boaft of. 

SomME time before his death he had 
formed a defign to write An Expofition of 
the New Teftament; and alfo, to make 
the knowledge of the oriental languages 
more eafily acquired, by giving to the 
world a tranflation of the Septuagint, ac- 
cording to Dr. Grabe at Oxford. As alfo, 
An Hiftory of the notion of original fin; 
wherein he intended to trace that opinion 
from its firft rife, and to have fhewn, upon 
how little ground, a God of infinite good- 
nefs and juftice has been reprefented, as 
doing that which a good and wife man 
would have abhorred. 

AT this time, about fwelve years di- 
{tance from the publication of the doctor’s 
reflections, Mr. Wall publifhed his de- 
fence, for which he had the degree of 
dottor of divinity conferred upon him by 
the univerfity of Oxford. The opinion 
which Dr. Ga/e had of this performance, 
will be beft known from a letter which he 
fent to his father, wherein he thus ex- 
prefles himfelf, Dr. Wall has written 4 
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Defence of his hiftory of infant baptifin 
in which he has treated me very roughly, 
and has endeavoured to enrage the clergy, 
as well as our own people, again{ft me. 
Befides which, there appears not much to 
be in his book; however, I am preparing 
an anfwer, which, &c. But thefe, and 
all other his great defigns, were interrupt- 
ed by a flow fever, which feized him in 
the forty-fir/? year of his age, and in about 
three weeks carried him into a new and 
never ending fcene of action. All which 
time he bore his ficknefs with that calm- 
nefs and patience, which became a man 
who firmly believed the fuperintendence of 
a good and wife God, to whofe providence 
he always refigned himfelf and his affairs, 

THERE were four volumes of his works 
in oéfavo, publifhed after his deceafe, to 
which is prefixed zs Life, from whence I 
collected this account. Thefe, with his 
reflections on Dr. Walls Hiftory of Infant 
baptifin, are all that have yet been made 
public. 

Tue learned Dr. Kinch, who preached 
his funeral fermon, Dec, 31, 1721. gives 
him the following character, after having 
fpoken of his excellent abilities; ‘ But 
* what render’d him moft valuable, fays 

he, was, that his mind was well ftored 
with heavenly gifts and graces ; fo that, 
* asa icribe well inftructed in the law, - he 
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brought forth of bis treafures things new 
and old, Furnifhed to every good work 
he was prevailed on to engage in the mi- 
niftry ; in the difcharge of which office 
he ftudied to thew himfelf -approved to 
God, @ workman, that needed not to be 
afhamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth, and giving to all a portion in due 
Jeafon. In his preaching, tho’ he highly 
deferved the praife and commendation of 
his hearers, yet what he fought was their 
profit and advantage. It was pleafing 
and agreeable to a polite and ingenious 
audience, which ufually attended him; 
and at the fame time plain and eafy to 
perfons of a meaner capacity ; fo that in 
his difcourfes there was inftruction for 
the ignorant, and entertainment for the 
moft learned and judicious, His deport- 
ment in the pulpit was eafy, yet attend- 
ed with a ferioufnefs and gravity becom- 
ing the folemnity of the work in which 
he was engaged, His method was exact, 
his ftile elegant, but unaffected, his rea- 
foning clear and ftrong, and his argu- 
ments juft and nervous, which, by his 
happy managing them, conftantly difco- 
vered freth beauties to his hearers. His 
voice was clear and melodious, which at 
once charmed the ear, raifed and fired 
the imagination, and could not eafily fail 
to gain the affections, and engage a rea- 
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fonable mind, not wholly funk in : 
and bound down with vicious habits, 
receive the truth in love. He did 

fhun to declare, as far as he could, 

whole counfel of God; nor was he afr 
to oppofe thofe fentiments he appreher 
ed to be erroneous; tho’ the zeal 

fometimes ufed upon thofe occafis 
might, perhaps, induce fome, unreafe 
ably fond of their own opinions, to tr 
his labours with difrefpect. Howev 
it is apparent from the whole of his ec 
du&t, that the earneftnefs he has at a 
time fhewn, in contending for what 
efteemed the truth, did not arife fre 
the difaffection of his mind to the pert 
of any man, but from the love he bi 
to fouls ; from his great defire to recla 
thofe whom he thought miftaken; a 
prevent, to the utmoft of his pow 
others from running into the like fen 
ments. He ftrictly adhered to the Seri 
tures, as the perfect, and only rule 

his faith and practice; and wasa zealc 
aflerter and patron of univerfal liber 
where it tended not to licentioufnefs ; 
warm oppofer of all human impofitic 
in matters of religion, and ufed earnef 
to prefs all Chriftians to ftand faft in tk 
liberty wherewith Chrift hath made the 
free. He entertained a fincere and hea 
ty refpect for all good men, and paid 
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* great regard to his mafter’s new com- 
* mandment to his difciples, Zo love one 
‘ another. The different apprehenfions 
* between him and other Chriftians, did 
‘not in the leaft alienate his affections 
* from them. He truly loved all who 
‘ bore the image of the bleffed Jefus. 
© He valued all his fellow-travellers, tho’ 
* they did not walk juft in his path. He 
‘ had an even and compofed temper, 
‘ which difcovered it felf in the conftant 
* ferenity of his countenance. The diffe- 
“ rent turn of his affairs feemed to make 
* little or no impreffion upon his mind ; 
‘ for he, with the great apoftle St. Pau/, 
‘ had learned, in whatfoever flate he was 
‘ therewith to be content. He knew both 
‘ how to be abafed, and how to abound; 
‘ every where, and in all things was be in- 
© ftructed, both to be full and to be hungry, 
© both to abound, and to fuffer need. He 
‘ was truly pious, but without any thing 
* of oftentation, exercifing himfelf here- 
‘in, 2o have a confcience void of offence, 
‘ toward God, and toward man, He 
© adorned the profeifion he made of the 
‘ Chriftian doétrine, by an holy and ex- 
* emplary life; which was a convincing 
© proof, that he firmly believed religion to 
‘ be of the greateft importance ; and that 
* he was in earneft, when he endeavour- 
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righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent 


world, 

‘ He was a perfon of great integrity, 
and preferr’d the peace of his own mind, 
in the anfwer of a good confcience, to 
all other confiderations, His thoughts 
were fo fully employed about affairs of 
the higheft confequence, that he ne- 
elected feveral opportunities of advancing 
his temporal interefts. He was fo intent 
upon his great mafter’s bufinefs, that he 
had little time left to lay out on thefe af- 
fairs; and was fo warmly engaged in the 
purfuit of the durable riches of the eter- 
nal world, that thefe fading treafures 
paft his notice. He was a kind friend, 
and made it his bufinefs to inftruét, and 
inform, to advife, and, on proper occa- 
fions, to reprove, thofe with whom he 
converfed ; which moft difficult office of 
friendfhip he fo well managed, that none 
could be offended with him; and being 
always delighted in doing good, he was 
ever as ready to perform any friendly of- 
fice, even for the meaneft difciple of 


‘Chrift Jefus, as for thofe whofe circum- 


{tances being more exaited, are from 
thence generally deemed to have a more 
commanding influence. He abounded 
greatly in thofe fruits of the Spirit men- 
tioned by the apoftle, Love, joy, peace, 
long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodne/s, shai 
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meekne/s, and temperance. But that vir- 
tue wherein he peculiarly excelled, was 
his great humility. Notwith{tanding 
his valuable and uncommon abilities, 
both natural and acquired, he always ap- 
peared humble and modeft, mild and 
courteous, and was fo far from having a 
vain and proud conceit of his own en- 
dowments, that he knew how (with- 
out the affected vanity of leffening his 
own qualifications) zo effeem others better 
than bim/elf? 
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Mr. Fobn Noble, a man of learning and John 
excellent parts, noted for his peculiarity Noble. 


refpecting fome doctrines controverted 
among{t men, and his zeal in defence of 
his own opinions, which fometimes led 
him even to uncharitablenefs, refpecting 
others differing from him, which only ap- 
peared in his own pulpit; for in the pulpit 
of others, and in his converfation with 
men of differing principles, an uncom- 
mon moderation appeared in him. When 
he had the honour of the chair, in the fo- 
ciety of the Engl/h Baptz/t minifters in and 
about London, who met together monthly, 
to confult of affairs, relating to the Bapti/t 
intereft ‘in general, he behaved himfelf 
with that prudence and moderation as afto- 
nifhed many, who knew his zeal for thofe 
peculiar doétrines he efpoufed. And it is 
very much to be lamented, that, that bro- 
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therly and chriftian fociety was ever broke 
in upon ; for it is very evident, the Bapts/t 
intereft in general has fince fuffered much 
thereby. 4 houfe divided againft itfelf 
cannot ftand, Will God, who is infinitely 
good, when we come to ftand before him, 
reject us, becaufe in underftanding we 
have not the fame lengths, breadths and 
depths with others? No furely, our un- 
derftandings, gifts and graces, are his own 
donations; and our bleffed Saviour has 
told us, that Not every one that faith unto 
him, Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, but be that doth the will of 
bis father, which ts in heaven. And what 
is the will of his father is amplv fet forth 
in his fermon on the mount. Which was 
before, by the prophet Micah, fet forth in 
a few words, in anfwer to this queftion, 
Wherewith fhall I come before the Lord? 
He hath fhewed thee, O man, faith the 
prophet, what zs good, aud what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do juftly, and 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God. I mutt not enlarge here, and there- 
fore fhall obferve, as an evidence of Mr, 
Noble's moderation, that he was very zea- 
lous againft ordinations, by the laying on 
of hands, and could have faid as much in 
the defence of his opinion as any one in his 
day ; he being invited to perform a part in 
the folemnity of Mr. fobn Gill's ordination, 

which 
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vhich was to be performed by the /aying 
2 of the hands of the elders, preached at 
nat time an excellent fermon from és 
x, 28, without entring into the contro- 
srfy upon that head, or fo much as in the 
aft to hint any thing againft the practice 
f his brethren, whom he believed aéted 
ierein according to the light they had re- 
zived, 

HE was, indeed, no great friend to en- 
miums upon departed faints, of any cha 
acter whatever ; and was little concerned 
bout the judgment any might form of 
im, when he had fulfilled his miniftry, 
nd finifhed his courfe. The reverend 
Ar. Wallin, who preached his funeral 
‘rmon, gives the following account of 
im. He fays, ‘ That in the early part of 
his life, which was a time of perfecu- 
tion, he ufed to attend his religious pa- 
rents to the worfhip of God, and was 
with them and others apprehended and 
fent to the common gaol, in which he 
fuffered much hardfhip from the enemies 
of true religion and liberty; concerning 
which he ufed to fay, that tho’ he fuf- 
fered for the profeflion of religion, yet, 
at that time, he was deftitute of the fav- 
ing knowledge of Chrift; would hence 
very juftly obferve, that a religious edu- 
cation, a mere profeffion, or a zeal for a 
party, might carry perfonsa great length 
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in fuffering for Chriftianity, while, at 
the fame time, they are {ftrangers to 
themfelves, and the powerful influences 
of the grace of the Gofpel. The all- 
wife difpofer of all perfons and things, 
ordered his imprifonment to great advan- 
tage in the end; for while he was con- 
fined, only for the profeffion of religion, 
the Lord was gracioufly pleafed to work 
a faving change upon his heart; there 
ae began to receive the light, and feel 
ihe power of divine grace, which after- 
wards, by the fupply of the Spirit of Je- 
fas Chrift, was much increafed, to the 
eftablifhment and joy of his own foul, 
and render’d him greatly ufeful in the 
church of God. Here alfo he purfued 
his ftudies for ufeful knowledge, in 
which he made fo confiderable a pro- 
grefs, that he was able, upon proper oc- 
cafions, to defend, as well as to preach, 
the glorious truths of the Gofpel. Af- 
ter his enlargement he foon fubmitted to 
the laws of Chrift, and being daptized 
upon the profefiion of his faith, was add- 
ed to a Gofpel-church; who, plainly 
perceiving his capacity for the miniftry, 
foon called him to that work, and fent 
him to preach the Gofpel to other 
churches; in which he was, through 
the divine blefling attending his labours, 
greatly fuccefsful in the whole courfe of 
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his miniftry. He chofe, for fome time, 
to preach occafionally to feveral churches 
in the country, rather than to take on 
him the paftoral charge, among whom 
he was very ufeful: And in this part of 
his life he taught a grammar {chool, that 
he might preach the Gofpel with lefs 
charge to poor churches. After fome 
time fpent in this ufeful way in the 
country he came to London, where his 
miniftry was very acceptable, he being 
invited by two different congregations to 
minifter ftatedly among them; but as 
he could not anfwer both their requetts, 
their value for his miniftry induced them 
to join in one community, and call him 
to be their paftor; in which ftation he 
was preferved, with great honour, inte- 
grity, and ufefulnefs, for about tdzrty- 
four years; in all which time he truly 
manifefted himfelf a minifter of the 
grace of Chrift. This was his delight- 
ful fubject ; he would {peak of this with 
a holy zeal, and fervour of {pirit, as one 
who had tafted this grace himfelf, and 
defired, in preaching it, to commend 
himfelf to every man’s confcience in the 

fight of God. 
© His light and knowledge in the Gof- 
pel was very confiderable, and much 
exceeded fome who yet are to be ho- 
noured as minifters of Chrift, His man- 
“nee 
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ner of recommending truth to others 
was not with excellency of fpeech, or 
wifdom of words, but he chofe plainnefs 
of fpeech, and fuch a way of expreffion 
as was out of the common road, yet fo 
enliven’d with many ftriking fentences, 
as commanded attention, and. carried 
with them much light and conviction ; 
and he was ufed to declare, that he con- 
{cientioufly chofe it, as what he verily 
believed rendered his miniftry moft ufe- 
ful to fouls, His mind was raifed in 
the view of divine things above the com- 
mon level, and he was very ready to 
the acknowledgment of the myftery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Chrift, 
as revealed in the Scripture. 

‘ Tue Scripture doctrine of the ever 
blefled Trinity, the divinity of Chrift, 
the efficacious operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit, he efteemed to be neceffary articles 
of his faith, and parts of his publick mi- 
niftrations. His clear apprehenfions of: 
electing love, and the rich difplay of fo- 
vereign grace, in the everlafting cove- 
nant, were plainly difcovered to many, 
by a turn of thought, and plainnefs of 
expreffion, almoft peculiar to himéelf. 
When he confidered the concern of God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
the contrivance and execution of the di- 
vine fcheme, for the redemption and 
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| falvation of loft finners, he was even in 
_ an holy extafy, when he expreffed him- 
| felf upon that glorious fubject. Chrift 
was his delightful theme; he loved to 
| dwell upon the glorious perfon, offices, 
-and fulnefs, of the redeemer, in his 
public miniftry ; and was fo happy, as 
to explain and improve thofe great do- 
ctrifies, to the profit and fatisfaCtion of 
his hearers, beyond moft other minifters. 
He frequently infifted upon the prieftly 
office of Chrift; and in a manner very 
‘clear and convincing would treat of the 
full fatisfaction, abundant merit, and 
 compleat righteoufnefs, of the redeemer. 
' Many are witnefles, that the great do- 
 Grines of efficacious grace, of the in- 
' dwelling of the fpirit, of imputed righ- 
‘ teoufnefs alone, for juftification in the 
' fight of God, and the final perfeverance 
' of the faints, took up a great part of his 
‘ miniftry; tho’ he well knew how, to 
‘Jay open the miferable cafe of finners by 
‘nature, and preach free and full falva- 
‘tion to fuch by Chrift alone, ina very 
| plain and effecting manner. 
‘ WHATEVER might be infinuated by 
' thofe, who oppofed the doctrines he 
‘ preached, as tho’ they gave liberty to 
‘ fin, or leffen’d a due ‘concern for the 
 difcharge of moral or religious duties, I 
‘ may juftly fay, that ye are witneffes a 
‘Go 
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God alfo, that he laboured to improve 
the doétrine of grace, to a ftrict regard 
for the precepts of the Gofpel, both in the 
church, and in the world; yea with an 
uncommon warmth, would he often re- 
commend the feveral duties of the chri- 
{tian religion to the profeflors of the 
Gofpel ; and when at any time he ob- 
ferved fuch regardlefs of their walk, he 
would ftrongly exprefs his difpleafure at 
their condué&. Altho’ he could not al- 
low the very beft performances, to be 
any part of the foul’s juftifying righteouf- 
nefs before God, yet he efteemed them 
the genuine fruits of the fpirit of Chrift, 
and a means to adorn the doétrine of 
God our Saviour; therefore he would 
frequently argue, the faints obligation to 
the precepts of the Gofpel from the 
mercies of God, the love of Chrift, and 
the riches of grace difcovered to them: 
to the end, that believers might honour 
their redeemer by all Gofpel obedience. 
‘Ir hath been obferved by many, 
that in his public addreffes to God, he 
feemed to be favoured with an eminent 
degree of the {pirit of grace and fuppli- 
cation, whereby he was enabled to come 
boldly to the throne of grace. How 
would he draw nigh to God, in a me- 
diator, with holy reverence, and yet 
with a becoming freedom, pleading 
with 
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with him as his own God, as one ha- 
ving received the fpirit of adoption, cry- 
ing bba, Father? In this work he ap- 
peared to enter into the holieft by the 
blood of Jefus, and to plead with the 
Lord, as one ufed to converfe with: him, 
and gracioufly admitted by faith, to 
nearnefs, communion, and fellowthip 
with him. The freedom of {pirit, and 
liberty of expreffion, with which he ufed 
to draw nigh to God, tended greatly to 
affift, and fweetly to enlarge the minds 
of others, who joined with him in that 
part of publick worfhip. To what hath 
been obferved of this eminent fervant of 
Chrift I fhall only add. He was one, 
who, in the whole courfe of his mini- 
{try laboured to exalt a crucified re- 
deemer, and recommend him to pre- 
cious fouls; according to the large mea- 
fure of the gift of Chrift which was 
in him. What he apprehended to be 
truth, asit isin Jefus, he miniftred with 
all boldnefs, freedom, and faithfulneis, 
without regard to the cenfures of men ; 
accounting himfelf a fervant to his ma- 
{ter alone, for the difcharge of the feve- 
ra] parts of his miniftry.’ 

I HAVE not abridged the account Mr, 


Wallin, has given us of this worthy gentle- 
man; becaufe he was reputed an Antino- 
mian, a charge too often unjuftly fixed 
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upon fuch, who follow the Cabviniffic 
{cheme of religion, and it muft be own 
that fome Gentlemen in that fcheme « 
run to extreams, as well as thofe wl 
are termed Arminians in the other {chem 
Thefe, for the moft part, may be knov 
by their pride and uncharitablenefs, a1 
to them may be imputed the difturbanc 
in the Chriftian church; and if the Ba 
tifts have weekly feparated one from an 
ther on the account of fome peculiar a1 
controverted do¢trines, the fame has be 
done by the Pedobaptifts alfo; tho’ tl 
former have been the moft, but unjuftl 
reflected upon for fo doing. For foon aft 
the revolution, a confiderable progrefs w 
made in an attempt, for a coalition b 
tween the Prefbyterians and Independant 
But great debates arofe between them; tl 
occafion of which was, the reprinting 
the works of Dr. Cri/p, who was noted f 
his Antinomian notions, tho’ reputed 
very pious man; with fome fermons a 
ded, to which a paper was prefixed, ful 
{cribed by feveral, for i a fort of < 
apology was afterwards publifhed, whic 
was prefixed to Mr Yobu Flavel’s difcour 
intitled, 4 blow at the root, or the cau 
and cures of mental errors. Dr. Willian 
wrote againft the errors of thefe fermon 
a book entituled, Gofpel truth fated a1 
vindicated; to which alfo there were fev 
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tal names fubfcribed; and Mr. Lorimer 
wrote a large apology for thofe iubfcri- 
bers; and a great variety of pamphlets 
were publifhed on both fides, which made 
a great noife and ftir. And at length there 
came out in 1692, a paper intitled, The 
agreement in doctrine, among the diffenting 
minifters n London, which was fubfcribed 
by many; but it anfwered not the end, 
for the debates were {till continued, 

One party fufpected *, or at leaft pre- 
tended to fufpect the other, of verging too 
much towards Arminianifin, and they on 
the other fide, charged them with encou- 
raging Antinomianifin. Several papers were 
hereupon drawn up and fubfcribed, in or- 
der to an accomodation ; there was a /jir/t, 
a fecond, and a third paper of this fort, 
and thefe very papers created new alterca- 
tions and debates, that were carried on 
with no {mall heat and pettifhnefs ; and a 
number that ftood by, could hardly tell 
what it was they contended about. Seve- 
ral new creeds were framed, and {tll ob- 
jected againft by fome or other, either as 
too large or too ftreight, too full or too 
empty. The world was wearied out with 
pamphlets, and creed making; and the 
bifhop of Worcefter and Dr. Edwards were 
appealed to, and gave their judgments ; 


* Nelfon’s life of bifbop Bull, p. 259. 
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and yet the jealoufies that were on foot, 
were fo ftrong, that they did not ofa long 
time abate or decreafe ; and the only peace 
there was to be found, was amongit the 
ftanders by, who without medling with de- 
bates, amicably perfuaded the contenders, 
fince they could not agree to unite, to agree 
to differ, to lay afide their heat, and {peak 
as well of each other, as they could. And 
fuch were the effects of thefe brangles at 
that time, upon the moft common conver- 
fation, and fo odd do the controverfies that 
were then managed appear, if reviewed at a 
diftance, as to convince conftderate obfer- 
vers, that there is no fuch enemy to peace 
as jealoufie encouraged ; and that indulged. 
fuipicion, is an endlefs fund of contention. 

Bp. Stillingfleet in his anfwer to Mr..Lobé’s 
appeal, tells us, that there is a remarkable 
{tory in the hiftory of the Synod of Dort, 
which may not be improper in this place. 

There were, fays he, in one of the uni- 
verfities of that country, two profeffors, 
both very warm and extremely zealous, 
for that which they accounted the moft 
orthodox doétrine; but it happened, that 
one of thefe accufed the other, before 
the Syzod, for no fewer than ffty errors, 
tending to Soctani/in, Pelagianifin, &c. 
and wonderful heat there was on both 
fides, At laft, a committee was ap- 
pointed, to examine the dreadful charge, 


© and 


¢ 
€ 
c 
4 
¢ 
¢ 
¢ 
« 
c 
€ 
s 


Encuisyu Baprtisrs, 


and upon examination, they found no 
* ground, for the charge of Socinianifin or 
‘ any other Herefj ; but only that he had 
‘ afferted too much, the ufe of ambiguous 
* and fcholaftic terms, and endeavour’d to 
‘ bring in the way of the {choolmen in his 
‘ writings; and therefore the Synod dif- 
‘ miffed him, with that prudent advice, 
‘ Rather to keep the language of the f{crip- 
‘ ture, than of the fchools.’ 

No reafonings, expoftulations, or com- 
plaints, could avail to extinguith the flame 
that was kindled. At length there was a 
defign formed in 1694, to exclude Dr. 
Williams out of the lecture at Pznners 
Hall; and then there was a new Tue/day 
lecture fet up at Sa/ters Hall. And after 
this no further attempts were made for a 
coalition ; but the heat and firangenefs aba- 
ted by degrees, and they learn’d to keep up 
a friendly correfpondence with each other ; 
making allowance for a diverfity of fenti- 
ments; but acting in concert, in all mat- 
ters of common concernment, which was 
by experience found to be much more 
comfortable than the continuance of {trife 
and contention, which tends to confufion 
and every evil work. 

Great alfo were the debates, that 
were at this time on foot, about the do- 
€trine of the Trinity. Different explica- 
tions of that dodirine had been publifhed by 
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Dr. Wallis, Dr. Sherlock, Dr. South, Dr. 
Cudworth and others. And a certain wri- 
ter publithed Confiderations on thefe expls- 
cations ; which occafioned the famous and 
learned Mr. ‘fohn Howe, to publifh a trac, 
intitled, 4 calm and fober enquiry, concern- 
ing the pofibility of a Trinity in the God- 
head, in a letter to a perfon of worth. 
To which were added, fome letters for- 
merly written to Dr. Wallis on the fame 
fubje@. This enquiry was refleGed on in 
a Poftfcript to the defence of Dr. Sherlock’s 
notion of the Trznity in untty ; and there- 
upon Mr. Howe, in the fame year, pub- 
lithed, 4 letter to a friend, concerning 
that pofticript. After this came out, Some 
confiderations on the explications of the do- 
étrine of the Trinity, na letter to H. H. 
And Mr. Howe being therein concerned, 
in 1695 he publifhed, 4 view of thofe con- 
Jfiderations, in a letter to the former friend. 
Thefe things affected men, according to 
their different notions; and Mr. Howe 
himfelf, as well as Dr. Sherlock, could not 
efcape the charge of downright herefy. A 
true Chriftian laughs at thefe difputes, and 
defires only that he may glorify God by an 
humble walk before him, in obedience to 
his will. The learned apoitle St. Paul re- 
joiced in this, TAat in fimplicity, and god- 
ly fincerity, he had had bis converfation in 
this world. The learned Dr. Stilling fleet, 

in 
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in his preface to his vindication of the do- 
ctrine of the Trinity, obferves, That there 
isa kind of bitter zeal, which is fo fierce 
and violent, that it rather inflames than 
heals any wounds that are made, and is of 
fo malignant a nature, that it {preads and 
eats like a cancer. And if a ftop, fays he, 
were not given to if, it might endanger 
the whole body. O, the beauty of learn- 
ing! when it is attended with a pious zeal 
for God and his church. What humility, 
what moderation, does appear in the pot- 
feflors thereof? I might inftance in T//ot- 
fon, Hoadley, and many others, but mutt 
return to our Noble, whom Mr. Wallin 
tells us, ‘ That in his converfation, his 
* knowledge of divinity, hiftory, and con- 
troverfy, often render’d his company 
pleafant and profitable, as a minifter, 
a friend, and a gentlemam. He was fa- 
voured, through the whole courfe of his 
profeffion, with a great degree of faith 
in Chrift, and a fettled joy and peace in 
believing ; being able to fay in his latter 
end, That he bleffed God, he was never 
fuffered to queftion his intereft in Chrift 
fince he firft believed, tho’ he was truly 
fenfible of, and afflicted with the body 
of fin and death, In his laft affliction, 
as in the other parts of his life, he ex- 
preffed a chearful refignation to the di- 


vine pleafure, and relying upon the bic 
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dom and grace of Chrift Jefus, was will- 
ing to fubmit to the Lord’s will, either 
as to his living or dying, declaring, that 
the truths he had preached to others were 
the comfort and fupport of his own foul 
in the near views of death and eternity. 
‘Tuus, fays Mr. Wallin, did this excel- 
lent minifter of the Gofpel live by faith, 
and died in faith; and tho’ for fome 
hours before he expired he could not ex- 
‘ prefs his faith in Chrift, and full hope of 
eternal happinefs, yet there is no room 
to conclude it was abated till he departed 
to Chrift, the delight of his foul; where 
the one ended in a full vifion, and the 
other in eternal ftuition of his Redeem- 
er, from whom he hath now received 
the end of his faith, even the falvation of 
his foul.” He died in une 1730, very 
much lamented by his congregation, who 
ereatly efteemed him, and was buried in 
the Park in Southwark, being about /e- 
venty-one years of age, 


Mr. Edward Wallin, tho’ but lately de- 


.ceafed, muft not be omitted in the lift of 


the worthy gentlemen who have been 
noted for their ufefulnefs in the miniftry of 
this denomination. The hardfhips and 
fufferings his religious parents underwent 
for the caufe of Chrift, who chearfully 
and joyfully took the fpotling of their goods, 
did not a little difable them from giving 

that 
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that education his great genius required, 
He devoted himfelf very early to the fer- 
vice of God ; and when he had evidenced 
his love to the Redeemer, by fubmitting 
to his authority and example in holy baptijin, 
he did not imagine that his work was 
done, but indefatigably fet himfelf to the 
ftudy of the Scriptures, and the orzental 
languages, whereby it appeared, that his 
capacious foul afpired after fomething 
higher than trade, for which he was de- 
figned, and in which he was occupied. 
When he was about twenty-five years of 
age, his minifterial gifts and abilities, in- 
duced two churches, at one and the fame 
time, to give him a call to the paftoral 
care of them. ‘This put him under great 
perplexity, having engaged in the work of 
the miniftry with difinterefted views, and 
Not upon any mean, mercenary, or world- 
ly confideration ; efteeming himfelf, thro’ 
his great humility, unfit, even for the 
prefent work he was ufually engaged in to 
aflift, much more to prefide. But being 
earneftly preffed by both, at length, upon 
mature deliberation, he accepted the call 
of the poorer and meaner church, believ- 
ing it to be the mind of God that he fhould 
do fo, and that his work lay there; tho 
at the fame time he had a growing family, 
and under prefling circumftances of life, 
which obliged him to keepa fchool, till 
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God, by his providence, raifed the low 
eftate of his church, by the great fuccefs 
he gave to his miniftry, into fo flourifhing 
a condition, that they were enabled to give 
him fuch a {fuitable maintenance, as took 
him off from all worldly bufinefs after- 
wards, The reverend Mr. ‘fohn Gill, who 
preached his funeral fermon, gives him 
this character, wz. ‘ That he had a large 
experience of the grace of God, and a 
* confiderable frare of light and knowledge 
« in the great truths of the Gofpel; he had 
an heavenly fkill to lay open the wretch- 
* ed and miferable ftate and condition of 
* finners by nature, and to fet forth the 
gleiv of Chrift in his perfon, blood, 
rigi teoufnefs, and facrifice. His lan- 
guage was plain and eafy, tho’ ftrong 
and mafculine, fer above contempt, and 
yet free from the {welling words of vain 
rhetoricians. His reafoning was clear 
and nervous, his mien and deportment 
was crave, his addreis was with majefty, 
which at once had a tendency to com- 
mand awe, engage the attention, and 
* ftrike the affeCtion.’ 

Ir was none of the leaft of this excel- 
lent man’s qualifications for the minifterial 
work; that he knew how to behave him- 
felf in the houfe of God, in regard of the 
exercife of that difcipline which is fo ne- 
ceflary to Chriitian focieties. He kept his 
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church in peace all his days, notwithftand- 
ing there were but few amonegft them who 
oppofed the practice of /inging the praifes of 
God in the public affembly ; and tho’ him- 
felf, and almoft all the reft believed it a 
laudable practice, yet, becaufe it was the 
principle upon which the church was firft 
conftituted, he, for the fake of peace, and 
that the weak confciences of his few bre- 
thren might not be offended, acquiefced 
in the xon-performance thereof. But fince 
his death it is now praétifed by them. 

He had a large knowledge of, and ac- 
quaintance with both men and things, This, 
with his great fagacityand penetration, joined 
with labour and pleafure in it, fitted, and 
gave him an uncommon turn for bufinefs. 
Notwithftanding all his attainments, gifts 
and ufefulnefs, he was, fays Mr. Gzi, 
humble, and entertained mean and low 
thoughts of himfelf; a pattern then, I 
think, worthy of Mr. Gz//s imitation. 
Bat why does Mr, Gz// allow him but a 
confiderable fhare of light and knowledge 
in the great truths of the Gofpel? It is 
true, he was a man of great moderation, 
tho’ of them who profefs the Calvinift 
{cheme of religion, and did not run into 
thofe flights, of ju/fification before faith, 
and of good works, in no fenfe, being ne- 
ceflary to falvation; but with the Engli/b 
Baptifls in general held, That none can 
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be faid to be aéually reconciled, juftifieds 
or adopted, until they are really implanted 
into Jefus Chrift by faith ; and according- 
ly in his difcourfes did well diftinguith be- 
twixt Fujftification and Sanctification, ex- 
alting the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift 
without undervaluing the work of the Spi- 
rit. Neither do I know, tho’ I was inti- 
mately acquainted with him many years, 
that he ever, publicly or privately, boafted 
of his learning or knowledge. A thing, 
indeed, frequently practifed by fuch as have 
but a confiderable, or little fhare of them ; 
and therefore I muft take the liberty, 
as well as many others, to difient from 
Mr. Gill on this head, and believe him 
to have been endued with a /arge fhare of 
knowledge in the great truths of the Go- 
fpel. It is well known, that the conver- 
fation of Mr. Wallin with men was free 
and pleafant, affable and courteous, in- 
itructive and diverting, which made him 
univerfally efteemed and beloved. He 
was calm and quiet under afflictive provi- 
dences, and much refigned to the divine 
will, and particularly throughout his laft 
ficknefs, which was a long indifpofition. 
He departed this life on the rath of Fune, 
Anno Dom.1733, in the jifgy-ffth year of 

his age. 
He publithed but two difcourfes ; one 
on the death of the reverend Mr. ‘Fobn 
Noble 3 
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Noble; the other on the death of Mrs. 
Mary Weare. 

Mr. William Arnold, mutt not by me William 
be omitted it this chapter ; he was chofen, Arnold. 
and ordained paftor of the congregation 
which had before for their paftor the revs- 
rend Mr. Benjamin Stiuton. 'The \cafe of 
their meeting-houfe being expired, they 
removed to a {mall diftance and built a 
new one in Unicorn-yard upon Horjiey- 
down, where they ftill refide, and are now 
under the paftoral care of the reverend Mr. 
Thomas Flower. 

Ir may juftly be faid of Mr. Arnold, 
according to the wi/dom of this world, that 
he was a man of no learning, and the 
fame was too apparent to thofe whom he 
converfed with in a literary way. But 
when delivering himfelf from the pulpit, 
fuch was the correctnefs of his difcourfes, 
that they were not inferior to the moft 
learned of his brethren. And he appear- 
ed to be a folid and able divine. A very 
juft charaéter is given of him, by the re- 
verend Mr. Samuel Wilfon, who preached 
his funeral fermon, and at the requeft of 
the church. publifhed it. I fhall there- 
fore deliver it in Mr. Wil/on’s own words ; 
who after a fhort preamble, fays thus, 
‘ It was his great mercy, and I have heard 
‘ him often mention it with praife and 
* oratitude; that God met with him poe: 
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the time of his firft fettling in the world, 
and wrought a change in his heart and 
converfation. furprizing to himfelf, and 
to all about him. After he had for fome 
time made a public profeffion in reli- 
gion, in an honourable church in the 
country, he was taken notice of as a man 
of uncommon ferioufnefs, favour, fpiri- 
tuality, and affection, efpecially in the 
difcharge of the duty of prayer, in 
which, from his converfion to his death, 
there were few more eminent. This 
engaged the church to {ollicit a tafte of 
his gift in expounding the fcriptures; a 
matter, in his opinion, fo weighty, and 
of {uch moment and importance, that 
after he had fpent a great deal of time, 
in feeking counfel from God, he advi- 
fed with fome eminent minifters *, 
whofe opinion in his favour, after they 
had carefully examined him, with the 
renewed importunities of the church, 
brought him to fome degree of refolu- 
tion, tho’ with much fear and trem- 


bling, to go out in the ftrength of the 


Lord, and publifh the glad tidings of 
falvation. He had not been long in 
this work before God gave him fome 
remarkable feals to his miniftry, which 


‘greatly {trengthened his faith, and encou- 


* Mr. Davidfon of Trowbridge, &e. 
* raged 
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raged him to go forwards: And now 
he began to give himfelf wholly, to 
reading, ftudy, meditation, and prayer ; 
nor was it in vain, for his profiting ap- 
peared unto all, and he foon became the 
darling of the churches wherever he was 
called to minifter. I might fay much 
of his natural abilities, and I believe, eve- 
ry one that knew him will allow, that 
for a ready difcerning, of men and 
things, a lively imagination, a folid 
judgment, a ftrong and tenacious me- 
mory, he had few his equals. And as 
he has often exprefled how thankful he 
fhould have been (fo far was he from 
flighting or defpifing a regular educa- 
tion) could he have read the facred 
oracles, in the original languages; fo 
providence feemed to make up this de- 
fect, by bleffing him with an induftri- 
ous fpirit. He thought no pains too 
much in reading the beft Ezglz/h divines, 
and confulting the moft judicious com- 
mentators to come at the fenfe of the 
Holy Ghoft, in paflages more difficult 
and obfcure; and in this he was fo 
fuccefsful, that men of the greateft ca- 
pacity, and the moft improved litera- 
ture, often attended his miniftry” with 
pleafure and advantage. He was indeed, 
a frilful workman, who needed not to be 
afhamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth, ‘ His 


S97. 


a 
re) 


98 


Lal 


nr 


The History of the 


‘ His natural difpofition was good, his 
converfation moft agreeable, an innocent 
chearfulnefs, attended with proper pru- 
dence, difcovered it felf upon almoft 
every occafion; fo that he had as many 
friends as acquaintance; nor could you 
be in his company long: without 1m- 
provement and delight. 

‘ In his family, he was a tender huf- 
band, and a moft affectionate father, con- 
fcientious and conftant in the difcharge of 
relative duties. In the world few more 
inoffenfive ; courteous to all, ready to do 

ood offices even to ftrangers; faithful 
and fedulous, in the fervice of his friend ; 
and fome have thought, as a fecond 
caufe, that the laft great breach upon 
his conftitution, was owing to his zeal 
and application, for the profperity of 
one whom he loved as a brother. 

‘ AsouT fourteen years fince he was 
called by this church to the paftoral 
office, and tho’ the invitation was very 
unanimous and hearty, it appeared to 
him to be an affair which called for 
thought and deliberation. Accordingly, 
it was fome months before he could be 
brought to accept the charge ; nor even 
then, without calling the advice of his 
brethren in the miniftry. How he has 
fulfilled his miniftry among you, you 
are the beft judges; and, I believe, he 

‘ has 
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has a te{timony in every one of you, that 
with the utmoft diligence, ferioufnefs, 
affection, and faithfulnefs, he has decla- 
rcd unto you the whole counfel of God. 
The more fubftantial and foul edifying 
truths of the Gofpel were the fubjects he 
wholly infifted on; faints and finners, 
babes, and fathers in Chrift; Svon’s 
mourners, the poor, the afflicted, the 
tempted, and diftrefled, the young and 
the aged, every one in the family, had his 
portion. + Nor was he fatisfed with 
pleafing the ear, but laboured in the 
{trength of the Lord, to fpeak to the 
heart and confcience; and it was with 
that fpirituality and favour, as abundant- 
ly difcovered, that he taffed, and handled 
of the word of life in his own foul, 
| whilft he held it forth to others, His 
method was eafy, juft and natural, his 
diGion ftrong and mafculine, yet plain 
and familiar; his gefture and deport- 
ment graceful, and becoming. He well 
knew how to clothe his words with au- 
thority; when as a fon of thunder he 
had to deal with the fiupid conicience of a 
rebellious finner ; nor was heat a lofs, in 
difcovering the greateft tendernefs, {ym- 
pathy, compafiion and affection, when 
as a fon of confolation, he was fent with 
a meflave of peace, to the humble peni- 
tent believer, of a broken heart and a 
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contrite fpirit. And as he was richly 
furnifhed, with gifts and graces, which 
rendred him an able minifter; fo the 
work of God, profpered in his hands. 
Many converts were gathered in, who 
dated their firft ferious impreflions to a 
blefling of God upon his labours. The 
faints found him, under a divine agency, 
to beahelper of their faith, joy and 
confolation. In his occafional labours, 
he was always well attended, much be- 
loved, and greatly refpectted. A fpirit 
of government appeared in all his ma- 
nagements at church meetings; he 
knew how to keep his place, without 
lording it over God’s heritage; and few 
minifters more zealous in preferving the 
purity, and maintaining the difcipline of 
the church. Thus he went on for about 
twelve years, till his work drawing near 
its clofe, one indifpofition after another 
feized him, till at length the tabernacle 
began to fhake, as threatned with an 
approaching diffolution. It has been ob« 
ferved by fome that he has hardly ever 
been well, fince the removal of a valu- 
able friend*, «whofe praije ts in all the 
churches, who was dearer to him than 
a brother, and with whom he took much 
{weet counfel ; and as there was hardly 


* The Reverend Mr. Wallin, who died abont a year fince. 
an 
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an affair of importance, in which he did 
not confult him, in life; fo there was 
little difference in their death. Both 
had tne mercy to die comfortably, and 
go off triumphantly. The monday be- 
fore he died, he afked his phyficians, 
with his ufual chearfulnefs, what the 

thought of him? when they told him 
there was danger in his cafe, they were 
no fooner withdrawn, but he faid to 
his friends, with his hands lifted up 
towards heaven, and with an air of 
pleafure and fatisfaction in his counte- 
nance, now I am going; I am going 
home; I am going to glory. Upon 
this he fent for his children, took a {o- 
lemn and affectionate leave of them, 
and with the authority of a minitter, 
and the affection of a parent, recom- 
mended to them their duty to God, to 
one another; and how they ought to 
walk in the world. Tue/day being ap- 
pointed by the church, as a day of hu- 
miliation, fafting, and prayer, on his ac- 
count, he fent them the following mef- 
fage, which he {poke with the utmoft 
zeal, and moft melting affection, tho’ 
he was fo weak as to be fupported by 
two perfons whilft he delivered it. I de- 
fire, faid he, to an officer of the church 
then prefent, you will be a mouth for 
me this day to the church; give my 


love to them, asa fellow member, asa 
Dd ‘ mini-. 
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minifter of Chrift, and as their paftor ; 
Tell them, that I am now going to my 
God, and their God; to my father, and 
their father. I defire them all to join 
in praifes to God, for the exceeding 
abundant riches of his grace and mercy 
to me. Thefe words, Thy fins, which 
are many and great, are forgiven; they 
have been fet home upon my foul with 
fuch power and joy, as almoft overfet the 
tabernacle: They were words, once, to 
me, as life from death, and now they 
are life in death. I am concerned for 
that little hill, in mount Son; fome of 
them, I believe, are feals to my mini- 
ftry, and will be my joy, and crown of 
tejoycing in the day of Chrift. They 
have long been a credible and reputable 
church; they are now fo; and it is my 
defire, they may continue in credit and 
reputation after my deceafe. Inow take 
my farewel of them, and commit them 
to the care of the great fhepherd and bi- 
fhop of fouls. Let them wait on God, 
that he may give them a paftor after 
his own heart, to feed them with know- 
ledge and underftanding. I defire them 
to thew their love and value for me, by 
uniting in love and affection to one ano- 
ther, and then they may expect to 
meet death with joy and comfort, as I 
now do, And fo I take my leave of 
them, expecting to fee them in a little 

time ; 
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time; and, that we fhall be companions 
again together, and be for ever with the 
Lord, He very frequently expreffed a 
great concern, for the Dez/?s, who den 
a divine revelation, becaufe they at 
be wholly deftitute of any degree of that 
{weet comfort, which he had received 
from the promifes, contained .in the word 
of God; particularly, he mentioned 
thefe words, Lhe blood of ‘fefus Chrift 
his fon cleanfeth from all fin, as the great 
fupport, of his dying hours. After this, 
when he had bid his laft adieu, in a very 
folemn manner, to many of his friends, 
and feveral brethren in the miniftry; he 
faid in the clofe of that day; now my 
work is done, and defired to fee no 
more company. Wednefday he was in 
the fame frame of fpitit, rejoycing in 
the Lord, afd longing for his diffolu- 
tion. Thurfday evening being afked, 
whether his comfort continued; he an- 
{wered, with his hands lifted up, yes ; 
without the leaft cloud; Satan has not 
been fuffered to interrupt it. Fr7day morn- 
ing, the morning in which he entred into 
glory ; about.an hour before he died he 
faid to fome friends ; you will beafked, by 
the world how I went off ; you are my wit- 
nefies,that I declare with my dying breath, 
That my firm fai.h and dependance 1s 
onthe bload, righteoufnefs, and fatisfac- 
tion of the Lord Jefus Chriit, for my ac- 
Di dbz * ceptance 
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ceptance in the fight of God. After this 
thanking them for all their kindnefs, 
he wifhed in the moft affectionate man- 
ner that his God, might be their God, 
and that they might be eternal compa- 
nions with him in glory. One of them 
perceiving the near approach of death, 
faid, Sir, you feem to be very low, 
He anfwered, with a kind of rapture, 
low! No, Iam mounting up as faft as 
Ican. Upon her faying, Sir, do you 
feel any pain? He an{wered no, I blefs 
the Lord, I feel no pain, he has made 
my paflage eafy. Some of his laft 
words were, I am an inftance of fove- 
reign and diftinguifhing grace, a brand 
plucked out of the burning. A few 
minutes after this, he fell fweetly afleep 
in Jefus, and died without figh, groan, 
or complaint,’ on the 17th day of May, 
Anno Domini 1734, in the forty third 
year of his age, and was interred in the 
burying ground adjoyning, and belonging 
to his meeting place. 

Mr. Abraham Mulliner, whom I may 
juftly ftile an old difciple of Chrift, he 
was born in the year 1671, and devoted 
himfelf to God in his youth. He was bap- 
tized, upon the profeffion of his faith in 
the year 1692, and then joyned himfelf to 
that congregation of which he afterwards 
became the paftor. It was an ancient 
congregation, firft founded in the year 
1041, 
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1641, under the paftoral care of Mr, Ed- 
ward Barber; who was fucceeded in the 
year 1674, by Mr. ‘fonathan ‘fennings. 
Mr. Fofeph Taylor had the overfight of this 
church a {mall time, his converfation be- 
ing irregular they excluded him, and fix- 
edupon Mr. Mulliner to take the paftoral 
care of them, who was ordained thereun- 
to in the year 1700, When he entred 
upon his minifterial fervices he made it 
his care to execute them well; it was the 
chief, the moft conftant, and the moft 
laborious part of his life, in which he cea- 
fed not, tor the {pace of about forty years, 
to watch for the welfare of mens fouls, 
and warm them with many tears. He 
laid no fchemes of raifing his worldly for- 
tune, to live at eafe in wealth and great- 
nefs, but left thefe things to God’s difpo- 
fal, without concerning himfelf about 
them; but his chief thoughts, defigns, 
and contrivances, were, how he might 
fecure his own foul, and the fouls of others, 
in the love and intereft of God and hea- 
ven. To this end, he endeavoured, by 
the grace of God, to do all things princi- 
pally for his fake, and to his glory. His 
words from the pulpit, and in conver- 
fation, as becoming a minifter of Chrift, 
were grave, fober, and generally tending to 
the improvement of virtue and piety. He 
practifed himfelf what he perfuaded others 
to; and none, who ever had the benefit 
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of his pious converfation, but muft be ex- 
ceedingly affected therewith, unlefs they 
were endued with hearts as hard as ftone. 
The poor were his continual concern; to 
the very utmoft of his circumftances he 
did abound in all the ats of charity to- 
wards them; they found a welcome at his 
houfe within, not at the door; and cften 
publicly exhorted his hearers, from the 
pulpit, that labouring, they ought to fup- 
port their neceffities, remembring, that 
Chrift himfelf faid, 7¢ 7s more bleffed to 
give, than to receive. It pleafed God to 
blefs his labours with a numerous addition 
to his church, ‘The great love he had to 
them, and the delight he took in ferving 
of them, words are wanting to exprefs, 
Tn his dying moments he declared to the 
reverend Mr.Samuel Fry *, who vifited him, 
That his heart was in his work, and that 
his foul breathed after the welfare of his 
people. And fuch was the fpirituality and 
fublimity of the frame of his fpirit, that 
frequently in health, as well as in his laft 


ficknefs, he ufed to fay, he longed to go 


home, and join the church triumphant 
above, He was a man of exceeding mo- 
deration, was much grieved at thofe cavils 
which too much affected Chriftians of 
differing fentiments, believing, that tho’ 
the gate is firait, and the way narrow that 


* Paftor of the congregation in Fair-freet, upon Hor/ely- 
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leads to eternal life; yet the fame is made 
more fo, by the contention of chriftians 
one among another for meer trifles, and 
things not neceffary, tho’ fit to be known. 
As his laft illnefs was long and tedious, fo 
it pleafed God to afford him great fupport, 
and comfort of mind therein. He decla- 
red to his friends, that fince his reftraint 
from public fervices he had fet himfelf 
folemnly to examine his evidences for hea- 
ven and a future happinefs, and thanked 
God, that he was not afraid to die. He 
continued joyful in his foul to the end. 
The calmnefs and ferenity, peace and 
comfort of his mind, held till he fell afleep 
in Jefus, quietly refigning his foul to God 
May 31, 1739, in the fixty-ezghth year of 
his age. He was interred in the bury- 
ing ground at Bunbill_fields Sune the 7th 
-nfuing, attended with a numerous compa- 
ny of mournful fpectators. 

Tue Englifh Baptifis, tho’ they are un- 
happily difunited, and diftinguifhed by the 
title of Generals and Particulars; yet it 1s 
the only point, I know of, wherein they 
differ from the primitive churches, I 
therefore fhall conclude with a fhort dif- 
fertation on the praétice, conduct, and di- 
Stipline of the primitive churches, and 
leave the fame to their confideration. 

Ir muft be granted, that foon after the 
apottles days, and even in the apoftolick 
age, feveral herefies {prung up in the church 
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fubverfive of the fundamentals of Chrifti- 
anity; to prevent the malignant effects 
whereof, and to hinder fuch bereticks 
from an undifcernable mixing themfelves 
with the orthodox Chriftians, as alfo to 
eftablifh and ftrengthen the true believers 
in the necefiary truths of the Chriftian re- 
ligion; the Chriftian verities oppofite to 
thofe herefies were inferted in a creed, and 
together with thofe articles, which had been 
conftantly ufed from the time of the apo- 
{tles, were propofed to the affent and belief 
of all perfons who came to be baptized. 
Tue whole fwarm of Guofficks, or at 
leaft the greateft part of them, held, That 
man was fatally necefitated and predeter- 
mined to all his aétions, whether good or 
bad, and that he fhould not be judged at 
the laft day according to his works, but be 
difpofed of according to his /piritual feed, 
eleétion, or folitary faith, which was natu- 
rally conferred upon him, and was not at- 
tainable by any endeavour or induftry of 
his own, Now, what more monjfrous and 
abominable can be exprefled or imagined ? 
Hereby God is made the author of fin, rex 
prefented as unkind, cruel, and an unjuft 
being, punifhing, and tormenting his crea- 
tures for that nature which he zrrefftably 
forced on them; the nerves and finews of 
all human induftry and diligence are cut 
and broken, the nature of rewards and 
punifhments is entirely taken away, and 
many 
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many other blafphemies are the natura] 
confequences of fo wild an opinion. Alf, 
the neceflity of an holy life is taken away, 
licentioufnefs and impiety is introduced, 
and all manner of wickednefs is patronized 
and encouraged. Where fuch principles as 
thefe are found amongft men _ profefling 
Chriftianity, there are fufficient grounds 
for jfeparation and diftinétion, and fuch 
may defervedly be ftiled Antinomians, But 
I know of none fuch amongft the Engli/h 
Baptifis: If they differ about the extents 
of Chrift’s death, free-will, and the eff- 
cacy of grace, this is no more than what 
has been common to the church from the 
beginning, and at moft can be deemed but 
mental errors ; and if they will continue to 
make diftinétions, and keep up /eparate 
communities thereupon, let them remem- 
ber, who faid, 4 houfe divided againft it- 
Self cannot fland. 

Saint Aujftin, the great afferter of the 
grace of God, and of the neceflity of its 
concurrence in the converfion of a finner, 
contends for the /berty of man, as well 
as pleads for the efficacy of God’s grace; 
an inftance whereof we have in a letter of 
his to Valentinus, the head probably of a 
monaftery, wherein fome over zealous and 
imprudent oppofers of Pelagius had ad- 
vanced the power of divine grace to that 
height, as to take away all freedom from 
man, which he condemns as sa 
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and erroneous, and directs to the muddle. 
way as the fafeft, wherein the grace of 
God is fo afferted, as that the liberty of 
man is not denied; and the /iberty of man 
is fo maintained, as that the grace of God 
is not diminifhed. There are come, faith 
he, unto us from your congregation, two 
young men, Crefconius and Feltx, who re- 
port, that your monaftery is divided; that 
fome * fo preach up grace, as to deny 
man to have a free-wi/l; and, which is 
worfe, that at the day of judgment, God 
will not render to every man according to 
his works; but, that others difagreeing 
from them confefs, that our free-wz/] is 
helped by the grace of God, to think and 
do thofe things which are right, that 
when the Lord fhall come to render unto 
every man according to his works, he may 
find our works good which God hath pre- 


* Quidam in vobis fic gratiam predicent, ur negent ho- 
minis effe liberum arbitrium, & quod eft gravius dicunt, 
quod in die judicii non fit vel redditurus Deus unicuique 
fecundum opera.ejus, etiam hoc tamen indicaverunt, quod 
plures veftrum non ita fentiant, fed liberum arbitrium ad- 
javari fateantur per Dei gratiam, ut recta faciamus, atque 
fapiamus ut cum venerit dominus reddere unicuique fecun- 
dum opera ejus inveniat opera noftra.bona que preparavit 
Deus ut in illis ambulemus. Hoc qui fentiunt, bene fen- 
tiunt primo enim Chriftus non venit ut judicaret mun- 
dum, fed ut'falvaretur mundus per ipfum ; poftea vero ju- 
dicabit: Deus mundum quando venturus eft, ficut tota eccle- 
fia in fymbolo confitetur, judicare vivos & mortuos. Si igi- 
tur non eft Dei gratia quomodo falvat mundum? Et fi non 
eft liberum arbitrium, quomodo judicat mundum? Tom. 2. 
Epi. 40. p. 179 
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pared, that we may walk in them; sho/e 
who think fo think well. Wherefore, ‘as 
the apofile did the Corinthians, fa I befeech 
you, brethren, by the name of the Lord “fe- 
Jus Chrift, that ye all fay the fame thing, 
and that there be no fcbifms among ft you ; 
for our Lord Jefus Chrift came not firft to 
judge the world, but that the world thro’ 
him thould be faved ; but hereafter he thall 
judge the world, when he fhall come, as 
the whole church profeffes in the creed, 
to judge both the quick and the dead. If 
therefore there be not God’s grace, how 
can he fave the world? And if there be 
not free-wil] how can he judge the world? 
Where he appeals, as it were, to the 
common fenfe of all mankind, that there 
could not be a proper and righteous judg- 
ment, as to be fure our Lord’s will be, 
except the party judged were free and vo- 
luntary in all his actions. 

AT the appearance of the Lord of life 
and glory in this world, both ews and 
Gentiles were concluded under fin; they 
not knowing which way to free them- 
felves from the guilt and condemnation 
thereof, the afofiles were fent forth with 
full power and authority to invite them 
both to come into the Chriftian church, 
which they were then founding ; the en- 
trance whereinto was by dapti/m; affuring 
them, that they fhould therein receive a com- 
pleat and perfect remiffion of all ye’ 
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Tuvs our Lord, a little before his afcen- 
fion into heaven, authorized his difciples 
to go into all the world, and preach the 

Markxvi. Gofpel to every creature ; He that belev- 

159° oth and is baptized shall be faved, Accord- 
ing unto which command, when they 
were all infpired by the Holy Ghoft on 
the day of pentecoft, the principal end and 
drift of faint Pefer’s fermon then preach- 

A&s ii. ed, is fummed up in thefe words, Repent, 

38° and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of “fefus Chrift, for the remtffion of 
fins. And the apoftle Pau/, relating the 
manner of his converfion, tells us, that 
Ananias, a devout man of Dama/fcus, af- 
ter he had reftored his fight unto him, 
exhorted him fpeedily to become by dap- 
tifm a member of the Chriftian church, 
that fo he might receive remiffion of fins, 

Ads P And now, why tarrieft thou? Arife and be 

me" baptized, and wafh away thy fins, catling 
on the name of the Lord. 

BAPTISM doth in its own nature 
fuppofe the fubmiffion of the baptized 
perfon to the dominion and lordfhip of 
Chrift, it being the public rite of initiation 
into his kingdom, and the folemn admif- 
fion into the number of his fubjects; fo 
that whenever baptifm is ufed, the lord- 
fhip and dominion of Chrift is exprefly af- 
fented to and owned; from whence it 
follows, that zfants cannot be proper fub- 
jects of baptijm, The apoftle Paul ex- 
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prefly declares, there is but ome Lord, one Eph. iv. 
faith, one baptifin, one God and father of 5** 


all, So that the very formality of a Chri- 
{tian, and the intention of a perfon’s being 
fuch, is to fubmit to Chrift as Lord, 
which every one profefles to do at bapti/in ; 
that being a vifible admiffion into his 
kingdom, and an open ‘profeffion of fub- 
jection to him. Whence Cornelius and 
his company were faid to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord; that is, they were 
by daptifm initiated into the fervice of 
Chrift as Lord. 

Now, that a profeffion of faith was 
made, at baptifm, by the perfon baptized, 
will appear, if we confider, that the apo- 
files and evangelifis, who were the firft 
fent forth to preach the Gofpel, and to 
convert the world, both fewz/b and Pagan, 
when they formally received any one a 
member into the Chriftian church by dap- 
tifm, they did then particularly demand 
his affent to the Chriftian faith, and a de- 
claration in fome form of words thereof. 
Thus, after the conference between the 
Eunuch and Philip the evangel/t, when 
the eunuch teftified his defire to be baptized, 
Philip told him, that zf he did believe with 
all his heart he might. Unto which, when 
the eunuch replied, that he did believe ‘fe- 
fis Chrift to be the fon of God; then Philip 
baptized him, but not before, From 
whence it is .manifeft, that the apes, 
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and firft preachers of the Gofpel, required 
of the perfon 4aptzzed a public declaration 
of his faith in the Lord Jefus. As to the 
form of words ufed, they might not always 
be exactly the fame ; the governors of the 
churches might allow themfelves a liberty 
of expreffion, according as they faw occa- 
fion; yet, they had a creed, or form of 
words, profeffed at dapti/m, which they 
made the terms of Chriftianity, and ad- 
miffion to their communion ; unto which 
St. Paul might have an eye, when he ex- 


1 Tim.vi. horted Timothy, to keep that which was 


13. 


. committed to his truft; and to hold faft the 
‘" form of found words, But be that as it 


will, I think this is certain, that not only 
Timothy but the afo/folical churches, and 
all others, who received the chriftian faith 
from them, were follicitous and careful 
to preferve, that form of faith, which 
was delivered unto them by the o/fles; 
and as the apoftles, fo they in imitation 
of their example, did always at dapti/m, 
require the affent of the perfon to be dap- 
tized, unto the articles of the chriftian 
faith. Thus ‘u/ftn Martyr, who is fup- 
pofed to have lived about the year 155, 
affures us that? none were daptized unlefs 
they did fr? declare their affent to the 
doctrine and faith of the Gofpel. Rufi- 


F * "Oc ay aubocr, © sicMeocw aanbn tavje ta 
U2 HAS MDarxiulor —— ayovau vg? i wd Erba vs we 
isi. Apol. 2. p. 93. 

nus, 
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nus, Who lived about the year 390, tells us 
that in his days, the ancient cuftom me 
retained at Rome for perfons to be Jdap- 
tized, publicly to recite the Creed. And 
Salvian, who lived about the year 460, fays, 
that at Baptzfin‘*, the Chriftians profefjed 
their faith in God the father almighty, and 
in Jefus Chrift his fon. The fame is af- 
firmed by /zgzlius Tapfenfis who lived 
about the year 484; if he be the author 
of thofe books concerning the Trinity to 
Theophilus, extant amongft the works of 
Athanafius *, Thofe, fays he, who came 
to the-facred laver of regeneration confef- 
fed, faying, I belicve in God the father 
almighty, and in Jefus Chrift his only 
fon, and in the Holy Ghoft. 

In the conduct of the przmztzve churches, 
it is obfervable, that as there ought to be, 
fo there was a mutual intercourfe and 
fociety, fellowfhip and communion, in all 
ufual and regular ways, between their fe- 
veral refpective churches, and congrega- 
tions; being all chriftians and _belicvers, 


b Mos ibi fervatur antiquus, eos qui gratiam baptifmi 
fufcepturi funt, publicé fymbolum reddere, Expof in 
Symb. § 3. p. 565. if 

© Quz eft in baptifmo falutari Chriftianorum confeflio ? 
— Credo inquis in Deum patrem omnipotentem, & in 
Jefam Chriftum filium ejus. De Gubern. Det, hb. 6. 

. 197- 

4 Ad facrum lavacrum regenerationis venientes, confef_t 
fic, credo in Deum patrem omnipotentem, & in Jefum 
Chriftum filium ejus unigenitum, & Spisitum fanétum. 
Inter opera Athanaf, Tom. 2. lib. 11, ad Theophil. p. 591- 


hold- 
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holding one Lord, one faith, one baptifm: 
One God, and father of all, Whereby 
they did declare to the whole world, that 
tho’ neceffity and conveniency, did oblige 
them to aflemble in di/tiné# places, and 
compofe different focieties; that yet, ne- 
verthelefs, they were all members of one 
and the fame body of which Chrift Jefus 
is the head; that they were all guided by 
the fame fpirit, did communicate in the 
fame inftitutions, and were governed by 
the fame general rules; fo that whatfo- 
ever was regularly performed, and deter- 
mined in one congregation, was aflented 
to by all others, and whofoever was re- 
ceived to communion in one church, was 
freely admitted in any other. This is evi- 
dent by their communicatory letters ; 
which the Bz/hop eleé of any church fent 
to other bifhops and their anfwers in re- 
turn thereto. Thus Cornelius* advifed Cy- 
prian, bifhop of Carthage, of his promo- 
tion to the fee of Rome, who returned him 
an anfwer, acknowledging him to be 7- 
Jhop of that part of the univerfal church, 
and promifing to hold communion with him 
as a brother, and fellow-member. Befides, 
there was alfo another fort of communi- 
catory letters, granted by the dz/hops, and 
governors of the churches, to fuch of their 


* Tuas literas legimus. Apud Cyprian, Epif. 42. § 1. 


P. 99. 
Literas noftras ad te direximus. 73. 
members 
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members as travelled, called by Tertullian, 
the communication of peace, the title of 
brotherhood, and the common mark of 
hofpitality ; by virtue whereof they were 
admitted to communicate in all churches 
through which they paffed. And which 
is yet further obfervable, if it happened 
that a bifhop in his travels came to a 
ftrange church, which was not his own, 
he was, for the teftification of their union, 
permitted by the bifhop of that church, to 
confecrate the facramental elements of the 
Lord’s {upper ; as Polycarp ® did at Rome, 
by the confent of Azcetus the then bifhop 
of that church, who lived about the year 
140. 
As to their difcipline, tho’ there might 
ea difagreement in fome /effer and zi/fe- 
rior points, yet they ftill retained peace 
and order, and one church did not impe- 
rioufly claim, and exercife a jurifdiction 
over another ; but whatfoever was regu- 
larly performed in one church was allowed 
to be valid and obligatory by all others. 
Whofoever was baptized, ordained, or the 
like, in one church, was not obliged to 
receive thofe things de novo, if his circum- 
ftances, and the divine Providence, fhould 


f Communicatio pacis, & appellatio fraternitatis, & con- 
tefleratio hofpitalitatis. De praejcript. adver/. Heret. 
P. 76. c AN i * 
BC Ry 7h exxantia Qdaum@onrer 4 AvimnIG- 7 suyact 
clay 73 Weavnd yoo. Ireu. apud Enufeb. ecclef. Hit 
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neceffitate him to be member. of another. 
To advance proofs of this concerning dap- 
tif is needlefs, fecing it is well known, 
that the daptifm of hereticks was deemed 
valid, and was never reiterated. Touch- 
ing ordination, Numidicus*, who lived about 
the year 250, being a pre/byter before, was. 
admitted into the number of pre/byters of 
Carthage without a new ordination. 
ANOTHER inftance of their mutual com- 
munion and fellowfhip, refpecting their 
difcipline was, that thofe who were ju/tly 
and legally cenfured in one church, were 
not, in oppofition thereunto, countenanced 
and fupported by another; but as they 
were excluded their own congregation, fo 
they were alfo debarred from the commu- 
nion of all others, and never.admitted in- 
to the fellowfhip of any regular Chriftian 
fociety, till, by their amendment and fa- 
tisfaction, they were received again into 
their own church, unto which they ap- 
pertained ; an eminent example whereof we 
have in Marcion, who lived about the year 
160, and being ejected from the church 
by his own father, the bifhop of Sinope in 
Pontus, applied himfelf to the church of 
Rome, to be admitted to communion 
there; who rejected him with this anfwer ; 


* Numidicus prefbyter adfcribatur prefbyterorum Car- 
thaginenfium numero. Cyprian, Ep. 35. p. 84. 


that. 
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that ' they could not do it, without the 
permiffion of his father, becaufe the faith 
is one, and the concord one, and we can- 
not contradict our reverend fellow mini- 
fter, but your father. 

AnD thus, my brethren, I hope, in the 
courfe of this Hiftory, I have made it 
appear, that you are the only people 
who clofely adhere to the apoffolical pra- 
tice, and the practice of the primitive 
churches; I lament that difunion you 
maintain, upon principles, which, at moft 
can be deemed but mental errors. You 
all profefs one Lord, one faith, one baptifin, 
one God and father of all, why cannot you 
then maintain one communion? Are the 
difcriminating fentiments of Athangfius, So- 
cinus, Calvin, Arminius, or the public con- 
feffions of national churches, or feparate 
congregations, of equal authority with the 
facred and infallible oracles of divine truth ? 
Or do they give a more exact and plain ac- 
count of the doctrines of Chriftianity than 
the New Teflament it felf contains? I dare 
anfwer for you, furely no. Are not then 
the holy Scriptures a fufficient ftandard of 
right belief? If we fay they are not, we re- 
proach and vilify them; and if they are, 
what need is there of other ¢e//s. 
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For my own part, I make no {fcruple 
to declare, that it is my opinion,’ That no 
faith ought to be exp/eitely required, in 
order to the communion of Chriftians,. 
confidered as fuch, but what is neceffary 
to denominate a man a Chriftian. 

In the happy days of primitive Chri- 
ftianity, the Chriftians who were Baptz/ts, 
were fo eminent, above all other fects, for 
their moderation, the peaceablenefs of their 
temper and difpofition; and for their mu- 
tual love and charity, that the world ob- 
ferved it with aftonifhment; and the very 
Heathens cried out with admiration, Behold, 
how they love one another. Weare, faith 
Tertullian“, ready to die for each other, and 
we call one another Brethren ; becaufe we 
acknowledge one and the fame God the fa-. 
ther, and have been fanctified by the /ame 
holy Spirit, and have been brought from 
the fame ftate of ignorance to the light of 
the /ame marvellous truth. 


k Vide inquiunt, et invicem fe diligunt. Pro alter utro 
mori {unt parati —— Fratres nos vocamus —— quia unum 
patrem Deum agnoverunt qui unum Spiritum biberunt fan- 
titatis, qui de uno utero ignorantiz ejufdem ad unam lu- 
cem expiraverunt veritatis. Tertul. apolog. cap. 39. p.709. 
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SVE believe that there is peut. vi. 4. 
At but one only living and Mich xlv. 5. 
true God, and that this 1er. vili. 6. 
one God, is a fpiritual Eph ins 6. 

2 John iv. 24. 
being and fubftance, hath Rey, xix. 6. 
his being in and of him- __ xi. 12. 
felf, and is omnipotent, omniprefent, or Pf cxxxix. 
by his fpirit prefent every where, omnif-7~).) 
{cient, or knoweth all things, invilible, — xciv. ri, 
eternal, immortal, incomprehenfible and Dan, ii, 22. 
glorious, the great creator and preferver Matt vi. 8. 
of allthings, throughout, the rewarder of 0° ("5 
them, that diligently feek him; the Lord (9) j. 15. 


of hofts is his name. ‘i £0'Tim. i. 17, 
Deut: xxxiii. 27. 1 Timi. 17. Ta. xxxii. 21. ¢ Via. xl. 28. 
Job. vii. 20. Pf. xxxvi.6. Heb. xi 6, 2 Sam.vi. 2. 


2. As 
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2. As we do believe this one God to be 
an infinite, eternal, glorious, {elf-being, 
invifible, immortal, and incomprehentible, 
fo, according to the Scriptures of truth, 
we do believe the father, fon, and fpirit, 
to be this one God, fo that this one God 
fubfifteth inthree, to wit, father, fon, and 

1 Job. v. 7. holy f{pirit, and thefe three are one; each 

Matt. iii, 16, of them is God, and yet there is but one 

ae God. Concerning each we fhall give our 
thoughts diftinétly, yet use briefly. 

I. Concerning God the Father, we be- 
lieve him to be the original, or great effi- 

1 Cor. viti. 6. cient caufe of allthings. ‘To us there is 

See ey Fi one God, the father of whont are all things, 

peo * for of him, and through him, and to him 
are all things; one Godthe father of all. 

II. Concerning God the Son, our Lord 
Fefus Chrifi, we believe him to be the 
fon of God, and the fon of man, truly 
God, and truly man, the Me/Kab promi- 
fed; that as to his divine nature, tt was 
and is otan eternal exiftence, of and with 
the father, and fo truely God, and this 

Phil. u. 6, 7, Godhead vailed itfelf in a human Body, 
a and took upon him the nature and fub- 
ftance of man, in all its parts and infirmi- 
Heb. ii, r4, ties, fin only excepted. And as he was 
16. thus vailed in a human body united in 
that one perfon, fo he is truly, not only 

Lukei. 3s, the fon of God, but the fon of man. And 
lia. ix.6. we do believe that our redeemer never 
was revealed or difcovered to any man, 

but in the union of natures, as he came 

forth in time, nor never will be. Thus he 

was in all the promifes that God made 

con= 
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concerning him; it was as he was mani« 
fefted in time, and ng otherwife. Inthe 
firit promife, it was the feed of the wo- 
man. When renewed to dbrabam, it was Gen. iii. 15. 
to his feed. The fame was renewed’ to xii 4. 
Vfaac, wand the fame to Facob.. And the  *¥i 18- 
fame promife to David, that.his feed 9 4,"* 
fhould. endure forever. And thus waghe xxviii. i 
prophetically fpoken of as a prophet, or Pi- Ixxxix. 
in his prophetical Office, and fo he :petr yg, 7 igs 
formed his prieftly office upon the crofs, pitrgrrie 
and is ftill performing of it at his father’s 18, 19. 
right hand. And fo he is prophefied of Asi’. 22, 
in his kingly office; from all which we? 
conclude that our Lord Ye/as Chrift, be- ji, pau 
fore he was manifefted in the flefh, andi Tim: ii. 5. 
fince his manifeftation therein, and in the Rom. viii.34. 
day of glory, was not, is not, nor ever 1¥ 14. 
will be, known to any man, in any of his Jer. oe o 
titles, offices, power, and glory, but only Hef. iii. 5. 
in the union of natures; and fo we own F2ek. xxxvii. 
him to be the objeét of our faith, and our ?* 
redeemer, €#¢. 

II. Concerning the Holy Spirit, we 
believe, : fuitable to the fcriptures that 
fpeak thereof, that the boly fpirit is of: Cor. ii. 11, 
God, and is God,. of the divine eflence, Heb. ix. 14. 
coeternal with the father and the fon, andJ°h® ne om 
proceeding from both, God of the fame jonn xvi. ae 
nature, the enlightner, convincer, conver+ Wc. 
ter, fanctifier, {trengthener, and comfort-*1v- 16, 17, 
er of his people, in and by the means ap- ayy * 
pointed for that end, namely, the word of; per i 22." 
truth, and. dottrine of the gofpel. 
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&fc, 


Kom, v. 4. 


Gen.it. 3. 
Johni. 2, 3. 
Heb. i. 2.. 
Rom. }..20. 
Coh. i. 16. 
Gen. i. 27. 
Ecclef.vii.29. 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the Holy. Scriptures,. 

Concerning the holy fcriptures, we be-= 
lieve, that the fcriprures of the old and 
new teftament are the written word and 
will of God, given by infpiration to the 
holy prophets and apoftles; and are left 
upon: record for our learning, that we 
through patience, and comfort of the 
{criptures, might have hope; and that 
they are a perfect rule, containing all 
things bascitre to falvation; they being 
the counfel of God concerning all things 
neceflary for his own glory, and the eter- 
nal good: of fouls, relating both to matters 
of faith and pradtice, efpecially the docs 
trine of the gofpel therein contained. 


CHA P. Iil. 
Of the Creation. 


Concerning the creation -we: believe, 
that in the beginning it pleafed God 
almighty, for reatons beft known to. him- 
felf to create or make the world, and all 
things therein whether vifible or invifible, 
in the fpace of fix days, and all very good. 

_ After God made the heavens and. the 
earth, and all other creatures, he made 
man, male and female, after hisown image, 
in a itate of glorious perfection, free from 
fin, but a little lower than the Angels; 
having dominion over the works .of his 

hands. 
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hands. And the Lord having made man, 

places him im the garden ofiEden, where 

the Lord had provided all things necefiary 

to his accommodation, that might , tend 

to make his {tate or condition altogether 

happy. In which ftate of innocency, hap- Gen. ii. 15. 
pinefs, and felicity, he might have conti= 

nued, any decree of God in any wife:nom 
withftanding. 


CHA P.. IV. 
Of the fall of Man. 


Concerning the fall of man we believe, 
1. That notwithftanding God made man 
upright, in a perfect ftate, not only tree 
from fin, but alfo from all thofe miferies 
that now are the portion of mankind, as 
the fad effects of fin, and gave him a per-Gen. ii. 16, 
fectlaw, which had he keptit, it had been !7- 
unto lite, and threatned death upon the 
breach thtreof;. yet, through the inftiga- 
tion of the ferpent, and the fubtilty of 
Satan iniand by him; maa continued not ia 
that ftate, but ‘without any compulfion, 
did wilfully -fall. from it by tranfgreffing = 
the righteous law of his maker, i eating Gen. iii. 3,6, 
the forbidden..fruit. Which tranfgreffion”’ 
of our firft parents, God was pleafed, ac- 
cording to. his moft wife’ and holy coun- 
feljito permit, knowing how to-order it 
to his.own glory. 

.2. By which tranfgreffion our firft pa- 
rents fell from their original righteoutne(s, 
and became guilty of that fin, commonly 

A 3 known 


Gen, 111. 14. 


bo 
we. 


Rom. v. 12. 


Rom. v. 18. 


Kom. v.12. 
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known by the name’of original fin, and in 
them all their pofterity, being then in 
their loins. 

3..Man having thus fallen, by tranf- 
greffing the law ef his maker, God, as 
a righteous law-executor proceeds aiter 
an. orderly manner to pronounce fentence, 
t, Againft the ferpent, -2. Againft the 
woman, 3. Againft the man. 

4. As this tranfgreflion did not only 
reach the cafe of our firft parents, but alfo 
their pofterity, being then in them; fo 
likewife did the fentence that the Lord 
paft uponthem, concern not only the per- 
fons of our firft parents, but in them all 
thofe generations of men, that in fucceed- 
ing: ages were to defeend from them. 
Judgment came upon-ell men, &%c. The 
jame penalties thatwere inflicted upon our 
firft parents for that fin, which penalties 
are death, together with thofe temporal 
miferics that came-upon them as.an effect 
of that fin, do certainly eome upon their 
pofterity; They are brought forth in a 
mortal dying ftate, liable to all the mife- 
ries of this life, and in fine to death itfelf 
Death pafled upon -all men, for that all 


_ have finned. Mortal-man could not pro- 


‘Gen, v. 3. 


create an immortal feed; he begat a fon 
invhis own likenefs, in his own image, 

5. From whence we conclude, that 
our firit parents, by Virtue of the firft 
tranfgreilion, brought not only themfelves, 
‘but their whole pofterity, into a ftate of 
fin and death; together with thofe 
many inconveniencies and miferies t hat 

are 


Meh i i+ MD. IX, 


are now come upon mankind as the fad 


a 


effects of fin. But that this trangreffion did Job. xiv. 1. 


procure in itfelf the fecond death, viz. 
in the lake of fire, or hell torments, ei- 
ther to Adam, or any of his pofterity, as 
is by fome not only imagined but affirmed; 
4s it’s a doctrine that is altogether {crip- 
turelefs, and fo falfe, fo it’s altogether ir- 
rational; from whence it hath no room in 
our faith. We thall here fet down a fay- 
ing of Dr. er. Taylor, taken out of his 
difcourfe of Original Sin, in oppofition 
to thofe that were of the judgment, that 
‘all infants dying without baptifm, are fen- 
tenced to hell tcrments for orignal fin: 
His words are thefe: © 1. Original fin 
# is not an inherent evil, not a fin pro- 
£ perly, but metonymically, that is, it is 
‘ the effect of one fin, and the caufe of 
“many; a ftain, but no fin. 2. It does 
* rot deftroy our liberty which we had 
‘ naturally. 3. It does not introduce a 
* natural neceility of finning. 4. Ir does 
‘ not-damn any infant to the eternal pain 
‘of hell.’ And in his Epiftle to the 
Reader we find thefe words: ‘I take 
© gteat comfort in this, that my doctrine 
‘ ftahds on that fide where God’s juf- 
“ tice, goodnefs, and mercy ftand appa- 
“ rently.’ 


6. This fin did not only concern man- Gen. iii. 17. 
kind in general, but alfo the creation that Rom. vill. 19. 


was made with man for his ufe, is by vir-“* 


tue thereof fallen under the curfe, is 
brought into a decaying dying ftate, and 
made fubject to vanity. 

A 4 Cer Ase. 
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CoH. a. 
Of tie Love of God. 


Concerning the Love of God, we be= 
lieve, that man being fallen into a ftate 
of fin, and mifery, and death, as an eticct 
thereof, .God of his own free grace and 
love, when none. defired it at-his hands, 
did contrive the way of man’s recovery 
out of his fallen ftate. No fooner had 
man fallen from his created innocency, 
but the Lord finds out a way of 1eco- 
very ; and Lefore he pronounces the fen- 
tence againft him, promifes that the feed 
of the woman fhould break the ferpent’s 
head; which feed of the woman we un- 
derftand to be the Lord “Fefus Chrift, 
who was the feed and fon of the woman; 

Lukei. 31. whom God the father, of his own tree 
grace and love to finful fallen man, did 
fend into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him 

John iii. 16, might be faved: The love of God the 


Wir. father we underftand to lie at the founda- 
i ae Be tion of all gofpel grace. And that God, 


rJohn iv. 14. by “Fefus Chriff, defign’d not the recovery 
' di. 2. of a few only, as fome imagine, but, of 
Johni. 29. all mankind. We have feen, and do tef- 
tify, that the father fene the fon to be 
the faviour of the world. He is the 
propitiation for our fins; and not for 
ours only, but for the fing of the whole 

world. 
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CoH AP. VI. 
Of the Extent of the Death of Chrift. 


Concerning the extent of the death oft Tim ii. 6. 
our dear-redcemer, we believe, that fuir-Heb. fi. 9. 
able to the great end of God the’ fatlier John Pad 
in fending him into the world, he gave pr eae 


himfelf a ranfon ‘for all mankind ;° for the’: Conv. 19. 


world, the wholé world; and that there- 
by the world hath its prefent being 5 
and that thereby there is a way of re- 
conciliation, acceptation, and falvation 
opened for all. men: From whence we 
conclude, that if any man come fhort of 
obtaining reconciliation, acceptation, “and 
falvation, itis not for want of grace in 
the father, nor a facrifice in the ton. 


al De ct ee 
Of the Go/pel. 


Concerning the gofpel we believe, that Luke ii. 10 
the gofpel is in itfelf glad or good tid-Rom. x. 15 
ings; and that there is no bad tidings Maan it 7. 
therein to any man except it be to thole yey. ij. 2 
that do wilfully reject. and neglect the Rom. ii. 7. 
grace therein tendered and fincerely of-Mark xvi.16. 
tered unto them, by their own wilful un- Rom. xvi. 26. 
belief and difobcdience 3 and that this 
glad tidings or good news is to be pub- 
lithed or made known to all men through- 
out all ages, 


CHAT, 
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CH-AgP.. VIE. 
Of the Power and Will of Man. 


Concerning the power and will of man, 
we believe, 

1. That the power and will of man 
are, proper attributes and faculties of the 
foul; and if fo, then it’s God’s work- 
manthip, and properly of and from God ; 
fo then man hath neither will nor power, 
but what he receives from the Lord, tho’ 
he improves it to contrary ends, and not 
for that end for which it was and is given 
him. 

2. Notwithftanding all the power and 
abilities that men have, are ot and from 
the Lord, yet we are itrongly inclined to 
believe, that the will and power of man 
is greatly debilitated by the fall, but not 
wholly loft; man, in all his parts, is 
bbe ae by the fall, but no part wholly 
oft. 

3. We believe. that there reméineth 
fle man, 2 power to will his own 
good. 

“ 4. Yet we believe, that man knoweth 
not what is good any ctherwife but as he 
is taught of the Lord. ; 

5- Man being taught of God’ what is 
good, and l:ow and when to will this 
good, being thus fhewed of the Lord, 
he hath now a. capacity, in the’ ufe 
of the means that God hath appoin- 
ted, to bring his will to an inclinable 

frame, 
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frame, truly to be feeking after his eter- 
nal well-being :. fo, in fhort, we fum up 
all thus: That man hath neither power 
nor will, nor a matter what to will for 
his own good, nor how, nor when, in re- 
{pect of a feafonable time, but what he 
hath from God, for all power belongethyP?. Ixii. 11. 
to God; yet we believe, that man ought 
to employ his will, yea, all the powers 
and faculties of his foul, in and about 
eae things, which if men were faith- 
ul in, God would have the glory and 
they the advantage. 


Cerin AGP xe 
Of free Grace. 


1. Concerning free grace, we believe, 
that whatfoever a good man does, or 
fhall enjoy, either temporal, {piritual, or 
eternal, is freely given to him of God, 
without the leaft:defert on man’s part ; 
therefore wholly of free grace, or the 
effects of God's great love to man. As, 
1. The gift of his fon is a gracious and 

a free gift, 2. The gift of his holy John iii. 16. 

lavuot igracetisa direc eifty og. The gift 4m. vin. 32- 
of his holy fpirit is a free gitt. 4. The 
giving of ordinances are free gifts; yea, 
all the graces and qualifications of a chrif- 
tian are freely given to him of God; for 
man could not do any thing, no not in 
any wife, whereby he could deferve the 
leaft favour that he now does, or here- 
after fhall enjoy; and therefore all our 
enjoyments 
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ee here, and cternel life here= 
t 


after, are freely given to-us of our good 

Rom, vi.23. God3 and yet not to be obtained without 
our accepting of .God’s free grace,» by 
Fefus Chrift, and living to Gog by him, 
as the holy. terms thereof; yet net fo as. 
by doing or. accepting meritorioufly to 
procure eternal life; for when we have 
done all we are but unprofitable fervaats, 

Lukexviiro,and therefore we deferve nothing trom 
the Lord as a.juft and meritorious re- 
compence; but eternal Life is freely gi- 
ven to us of God, as an a& of his own 
free grace afid mercy, defigned by him in 

Heb. ii.9. the way of our duty ; and we believe that 
this grace. of God, by his fon, and in his 
Jaw, is truly tendered to the world in 
general. | 


CHAP X. 
Of Faith. 


Concerning faith we believe, that: jufti- 
fying faving taith does not enly contift in 
a bare believing in God, Chriff, &c. bur 
alfo in the truth of God’s word, as. it 
is verbally declared to us in the {criptures, 
which is the rule of our faith; fo, that 
whatfoever is plainly ftated in the ferip- 
tures concerning the grace and love of 
God towards man, and the facrifice of 
Chrift for the world, and the duty of 
man towards the Lord, with whatever 
elfe-is plainly ftated in the word of God, 
we are to believe it, as it is therein de- 

livered, 
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livered, and to endeavour to bring our 
underftandings to fubmit to the plain 

word ct the Lord, and not make the 

plain exprefs word of God to ftoop to 

our underftandings and interpretations ; 

for fo to do, is to exalt our interpre- 
tations above the word of the Lord, 

which always ought to have the prehe- 
minence. It’s true, uch fayings in ferip- 

ture, as are fpoken by way of allegory, 
mesaphor, €&e. ought to have a fenfe 

given to them, which always ought to 

be fuch a one, as does comport and agree 

with the plain’ and exprefs word of the 

Lord, .and- the great defign of Gud there- 

in; and not to underftand fuch fayings in 

the f{cripture, fo as do in any wife dero- 

gate therefrom; fo’ that divine faith, 

which is the faith we are fpeaking of, 

is really to believe the truth of what th: 

Lord hath fpoken in his word; or to be 

fully perfuaded and fatisfied in our own 
judgments and confciences, that whatfo~ 

ever is declared to us by the Lord in 

holy {fcripture, is abfolutely and_ really 

true, ‘without any kind of refervation 
whatfoever. :: This was the faith of Abra- cen. xy. vi. 
ban, the father of the faithful, and Rom. iv. 3. 
therefore ‘muft be the faith of his chil-. 

dren; which faith, if attended with love 

to God, and fincere obedience to his yamesii. 22. 
will, we take to be that faith which is of Gal. v. 6. 
a juttifying faving nature. 


CHA P. 
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CHAP. XI. 
Of Repentance. 


A&s xvii.3o. Concerning repentance we believe, 
Matt. iv. 17,1. That it is a gofpel duty of great and 
Luke xiii.3,5- weighty concern to all thofe of whom 
it is required, and from whom it is 
expected, without whick they can have 
no expectation before the-Lord 3. which 
repentance we underftand thus, viz, To 
be truly and fincerely humble before the 
Lord, in a deep and thorough fight and 
Ezek.xviii.3ofenfe of our fins, not for fome fins only, 
Aés ii. 38. but for all.our actual and perfonal tranf- 
viii. 22. greffions againft God and his holy law. 
2. That this, repentance is the duty 
of all. attual finners. 

3. Wherever the {cripture does require 
men to repent, we underftand that it in- 
tends them confidered as actual finners a- 
gainft God; and that no repentance -is 
required in the word of the Lord,: for 
that fin which we could in no wife pre- 
vent, v/%. original fin, but for mens own 
actual fins and trangreffions againft the 
holy word and will of the Lord, it’s their 

A@s iii, 19. duty and great concern to repent, 
4. We believe that: where this repen- 
tance is in truth and power, it doth effe& 
a change, and is accompanied, not only 
with a forfaking of the fins repented of; 
Ifa.lv.7. but with an utter deteftation and abhor- 
Ezek. xxxvi. rence of them, from a deep fenfe and 
3'» 32. apprehenfion that they are offenfive to 
the Lord. C Hep. 


APPENDIX. 16 


Cr AsPA XI 
Of Baptifiz 


_ Concerning baptifm we believe, 1. That Eph. iv. ¢. 

there is but one baptifm properly fo cal- Matt. xxviii. 
Ied ; and that this one baptifm is a holy 2ae 2 
ordinance, ordained by our Lord Fe/us co i, 2” 
Chrift himfelf, to be unto the party bap- Gal. iii. 27. 
tized, @ fign of his fellowfhip with him Aé@s ii. 38. 
in his death and refurrection, of his being Kets Bae 
engrafted into him, of remiflion of fins, yank xvi46 
and of his giving up of himfelf to the Aas viii. 36, 
Lord to walk in newnefs of life. 37 

2. Thofe that do actually profeis .e- 
pentance towards God, faith in, and obe- 
dience to our Lord “fefus Chrift, are the Matt. xxviii. 
only proper fubjedts of this holy ordi-19- 
nance. 

3. The outward element to be made A&s viii. 38. 
ufe of in this ordinance is water, where-Jobn iii. 23. 
in the party is to be baptized, in the 
name of the father, fon, and holy ghoft. 

4. Immerfion, or dipping of the per- 
fon in. water, is airy to the right 
adminiftration of this ordinance. 

5. From whence we conclude, that 
fprinkling a little water in the face is no 
baptifm, neither are infants the proper fub- 
jects of it. 


CHAP. 
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Matt. xxvi. 
26, €%c. 
Luke xxii. 
1g, 20. 


Matt. xxvi. 
26, Fe. 


Aas ii.41,42. 
1Cor. xi. 23. 
ive. 


2 Cor. ij. 8. 
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G AIPA, STi. 
Of the Lord’s Supper. 


Concerning the fupper of the Lord, 
we believe, 1. That it was inftituted by 
him, the fame night’ wherein he was be= 
trayed, to be-obierved in his churches 
unto the end of ‘the world, for the per- 
petual remembrance of his dying love, in 
offering up himfelf upon the crofs once 
for -all. 

2. The materials to be made ufe of 
in this holy. ordinance, are bread and 
wine, which figuratively do reprefent 
the body and blood of Chri. 

3. That none ought to communicate in 
this holy ordinance but fuch as are or- 
derly members ot the church of Ghri/t, 
made {0 by repentance, faith, and bap- 
tifm, and then they have a lawful right 
unto it; which holy ordinance ought to be 
duly obferved and kept up in the. order- 
ly church of Cbriff, only tor the ends tor 
which it was appointed. 


G*HeAs PH 
Of the Work of the Holy Spirit. 


Concerning the work ofthe holy fpirit, 
we believe, ‘That God does give the blef- 
fings ot his fpirit in and with his word; 
the word being the fpirit’s miniftration, fo 
that where the word is in truth, light, and 

power 


aa CP ee ON aD) OF BY. 


power preached, there it is attended with 
the fpiric. 

2. That there is an abfolute neceflity of 
the workings of the fpirit, both in brin- 
ing and keeping fouls to the Lord. * 

3: Yet we do believe, that the holy Gen yj 
{pirit is not fo given, but that it may be Neh. viii. 20." 
relifted, and hath been to mens deftructi- A@s vii. 51. 
on. And we have juft caufe to believe !Thefl v. 9- 
that multitude of fouls. do ftill refit the 
motions of the fpirit, or they would not 
go on, and wilfully perfift in the practice 
of fin and wickedneis as they do. 

4. We do believe that God does give 
greater meafures of his fpirit, after be- 
lieving and obeying, than before; which 
he is pleafed to communicate unto them in 
the way of their duty in feeking, asking, 
and waiting upon the Lord, in the way 
of his own appointment; which feems e- 
vident by the light ot thefe fcriptures. We 
defire to honour God in the gifts and gra- Lukexi. 13. 
ces of his holy fpirit,; yea, we believe that 44s v. 32. 
we. ought. to fubmit to its motions and Ae ree. 

. = ames iV. O. 
operations upon our fouls, left we reject 
the council and work of the Lord to our 
own deftruction. 


CHHGALP aX, 

Of Fuftification. 
Concerning juftification, we believe that 
men are not juftified, before and without 


faith. 
B 2. That 
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Gal.ii. 16. 2, That no man is or can be juftified 
iii. 11-by the works of the law, as delivered by 


.  * Mofes. Pas 
Lee Ee That no man is juftified by faith 
alone. 


4. We do believe, that the terms on 
which men are juttified, are faith and 
gofpel works; which, according to the 

__, doétrine of the gofpel, are the terms of 

id ra 18 our intereft in the juftification- and life 
cee 4 therein promifed, and that fo abfolutely 
thé condition thereof, as that without 

which none that are capable fubjects can 

obtain it. Yet not as the meritorious or 

deferving caufe, that being alone in Chrift 

“e/us ; which terms in fhort are, 1. Faith, 

without which it is impoffible to pleafe 

Heb. xi.6. God. 2. Repentance, without which we 
Luke xiii. 3- muft perifh. 3. Love to Yefus Chrift in 
his ways, and people, without which we 

1Cor.xvi. 22-are curfed. 4. Holinefs, without which no 
Heb. xii. 14-man fhall‘ fee the Lord. From whence 
we argue thus. Whatfoever is the terms 

of our acceptation before the Lord, is the 

ternis of our juftification; but faith, re- 

pentance, love to Chri/f, and holinefs, with- 

out which no man can fee the Lord, are 

the terms of ouracceptation, ergo, fo they 

“are of our juftification. 5. In fhort we un- 

derftand that men are juftified. 1. By the 
grace of God, as the primary efficient 
caufe. 2. By the death and fuffering of 
Chrifi, as the meritorious and deferving 
caufe. 3. By the word of the Lord, with 
its miniftry, as the inftrumental caufe, to 
beget faith and obedience. 4. By faith and 
obedience, 


Rom. iii, 24. 
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obedience, as the conditional caule, or the 
holy terms on which they are juttified. 


GH BAsP4 IDGVT 
Of Sandification. 


Concerning fanctification we believe, 
that as God hath a people in the, world, 
whom he doth accept and own for his 
own people, whom he hath chofen out of 
all the world befides, to be a peculiar 
people to himfelf; fo he doth not only 
afford unto them the grace of juftification, Rom.viii. 30. 
but alfo of fanétification. Whom he jufti- 
fied, them he allo fanctified. God, who is 
a holy God, will have his people to be a 
holy and fanctjfied people. For this et tit teh 
the will of God, even your fanctification. * 5°" ies 
‘This was one great end of the Lord in gph. v. 29. 
giving himfelf tor his church; and to the 
fame end hath he given forth unto his 
people a holy law of grace; tending. to 
nothing more than the promotion of ho« 
linefs, in which he hath ordained holy or- 
dinances for his people to be obferving, 
and doth communicate unto them his hul 
fpirit, that they may be a holy and fanéi- Rom 
fied people, without {pot or wrinkle, or 
any fuch thing (the fpots and blemithes 
of fin, is that which renders perfons un 
lovely in the eyes of the Lord) the great 
defign of God in the gofpel, is to prepare 
a holy people now in this day of grace, by 
the powerful operation of his word and 
fpirit, fitted and prepared not only to be 

2 efpoufed 
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efpoufed to the holy Fe/us while here, 
but to be with him where he is, or fhall 
be, in his holy habitation hereatter in 
Pf. xxiv. 3,4. glory. Who thall afcend into the hill of 
the Lord? and who fhall ftand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart, €9¢. 
2. This fandtification is wrought in 
God’s people,as an eflect of the Lord’s un- 
dertaking, by the word and fpirit, in and 
2Theis.ii.13.through the exercife of faith, by virtue 
A&s xxvi.18.0f which the body of finis deftroyed; and 
Rom. vi.6. the feveral lufts thereof more and more 
weakened and mortified, and they the 
more and more quickened and ftrengthen- 
ed in all faving graces, to the practice and 
Coli. rr. ©ercife of all true holinefs, without which 
Heb. xii, 14.0 man fhall fee the Lord. 
3. This fanctification is throughout, in 
iTheff. v.23.the whole man; yet imperfect in this 
life: While here, in this. imperfect ftate, 
there abideth {till the remainders of cor- 
Gal.v. 17. ruption in every part, whence arifeth a 
2Pet. ii. 11. continual war, the flefh lufting againft the 
fpirit, and the fpirit againft ihe fiefh. 
4. In which war, although the re- 
_ _Maining corruption may at times, through 
Rom. vii. 23. temptation prevail againft the beft of God’s 
‘fervants; yet, through the continual fupply 
of ftrength from the fanctifying fpirit of 
Jam. iv. 8. Chrifi, communicated to them, in the wayof 
their duty, in waiting upon the Lord in his 
z Pet. iii. 18, holy ordinances, the regenerate part doth 
2 Cor. vii. 1. overcome, and fo the faints grow in grace, 
perfecting holinefs in the fear of the Lord; 
and are prefling after a heavenly life, in 
obedience 
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obedience to all the commands of the 
Lord Fefus Chrift their head and king. 


CHA Pr PVE 
Of Perfeverance. 


Concerning perfeverance we believe, Matt. xxvi. 
That it is abfolutely neceflary, in order4!. 
to the obtaining of the end (namely Cie 
vation with eternal glory) for believers togph. vi. 3° 
cleave to the Lord, and to keep clofe: to1Theff. v.17. 
him in the way of duty. 1. Te watch and He. x. 25- 
pray. 2. To keep clofe to the publick ponte. 
worfhip and fervice of God. 3. ‘Tobe col. i. 23. 
mortifying the corrupt deeds of the bo-Heb. iii. 6. 
dy. 4. To be continuing in the exer=2 Pet-i. 5, 6 
cife of faith. 5. To be growing and en-~ 
creafing in all the graces of the new co- 
venant. In which way of keeping clofe 
to. the Lord, watching and praying, wor- 
fhipping and ferving God, mortifying the 
corrupt deeds of the body, growing and 
encreafing in all the graces of the new coe 
venant ; to wit, faith, love, humility, pa- 
tience, €#c. they fhall be fupplied with 
fufficiency of grace here, to preferve them 
fafely to the kingdom of glory hereafter. 

2. Yet we believe, that it’s poffible tor 
true believers, through their remifsnefs 
or negligence in point of duty towards - 
God, through the temptations of Satan, 2 Pet. #. 20, 
and corruptions of their own deceitful Tj. o 
hearts, finally to apoftatize from the truth Heb. iii. 12. 
they once made profeffion of, and in fo __ iv. rr. 

B a doing Pi ixxxv9; 


iii. 18. 


Pf, Ixxxiv.1t. 
ANF Ne Tels 


ks 


Mark xvi.y6. 


Jer. vii. 31, 


Ae 
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doing render their latter end to be worfe 
than their beginning. 


GlHGA eP2gOQyviti: 
Of God's decrees. 


Concerning Gods decrees we believe, 
that the word of God is his decreed 
will; and that there is no fecret will or 
decree in God, contrary to his revealed 
word and will; and that his decree is, 
that whofoever believeth and obeyeth him, 
perfevering therein to the end, fhall be 
faved; and he that believeth not fhall be 
damned. . 

2. We believe, that whatfoever God 
hath abfolutely decreed, fhall certainly 
and inevitably comme to pafs. But then, 

3. We believe, that many things that 


do come to pafs are not decreed of God. 


For it feems to us not only unfcriptural, 
but alfo altogether irrational, to imagine, 
that the righteous and holy God fhould 

ecree any fin, or upholinefs, either in 
angels or men; that being not only con- 
trary to his word, which commands men 
to be holy, but alfo to his name and na- 


‘ture, which is moft holy; and_ therefore 


could decree no unrighteoufnefs.. From 
whence we conclude, that all the wicked 
and ungodly actions, either of angels or 
men, tho’God doth permit them to come 
to pafs, yet there is no decree of his, 


that do neceflitate the being of them. It 


might fuit the nature of the Devi/, or 
wicked 


“ZP REN DRX 


wicked men, to decree wickednefs, but: 
far be it from the righteous God fo to 


do; fhall_not the judge of all the earth 
do right ? 


+3 


Chicken PS XTX 
Of Providence, or Foreknowledge. 


Concerning providence or foreknow- 

ledge we believe, that notwithftanding 
God foreknoweth whatfoever cometh toHeb. iv. 12. 
pafs, yet we believe, this foreknowledge !3- 

is not fo exercifed, as to neceflitate the 

coming to pafs of things; but that they 
May, or may not be, may come to pais, 

or may be prevented. As for inftance in 
the cafe of David. David being king insSam. xxiii. 
Keilah, and Saul was coming to take him, 10 &«. 
David asked of the Lord, whether Szu/ 

would come down? and whether the men 

of Kei/ab would deliver him into his hands? 
‘The Lord anfwered that Sau/ would come 
down, and the men of Kei/ah would de- 

liver him. Then David with his men de- 

parted, and prevented both Sau/, and the 

men of the town; fo what the Lord faid 
to David would come to pafs, did not, &¢. 
Another inftance we have, That at what Jer, xviii. > 
inftant God fhould fpeak concerning a na-&. 
tion, to pluck up, to pull down, or to 

build or plant; if the people againft whom 

the judgment was pronounced, did repent 

the Lord would repent of the evil; an 

when he did promife to build, €c. if the 

people did do evil, he would repent of 

B 4 the 
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the good he promifed to do to, and for 
them. The truth of which is evident in 
the cafe ‘of Ninevch. “Fonah preach’d, that 
Ninevch in forty days fhould be over- 
thrown, and yet on their repentance it 
was prevented, God repented him of the 

Jonah iii. 19, evil that he thought to do. Another In- 
ftatice is coficerning J/rael> They finned, 
for which the Lord would have deftroyed 
them; but on the interceffion of Mo/fes, 
the Lord was entreated, and repented 

Exod. xxii. him of theevil, which he thought to have 

14. done unto them. .Many more {fcriptures 
might be made ufe of to the fame pur- 
pofe; yea, all the promifes and threat- 
nings in God’s word do prove the fame; 
that is to fay, that God’s providence, or 
forefeeing of things, doth not neceffitate the 
being of them, but that in the ufe of 
means it might be prevented, God having 
to do with men capable to underftand 
him, both in his promifes and threat- 
nings, and not with ftocks or ftones, nei- 
ther with vegetive or merely fenfitive 
creatures, 


GC HPA PR xXx 
Of Ele#ion. 


Concerning eleétion we believe, not as 
fome who exprefs themfelves after this 
manner, in thefe words, by the decree of 
God, for the manifeftation of his glory, 
fome men and angels are predeftinated or 
fore~ordained to eternal life, thro’ Fe/us 


Chrift; 
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Chrift; and that thefe angels and men, 
thus predeftinated and fore-ordained, are 
particularly, and unchangeably defigned, 
and their number fo certain, and definite 
that it cannot ‘be either increafed or di- 
minifhed. 

2. And affirmatively we believe, that 
the infinitely wife and holy God, fuitable 
to his name and nature, did eleé& or 
choofe unto himfelr from eternity, and 
(merely of his own good pleafure) ontof 
the whole body and bulk of mankind, Rom. dr, 
an entire fpecies, or fort of men, name- pr oxi; 2 
ly thofe that in time do believe, and fin-Reyv. ii.to. 
cerely obey him, patiently continuing in 
the way of well doing unto the end. Eph. i. 4. 

- We believe che election to be in? Tp. i. 9. 

Chrift Fefus, of God’s eternal purpofe and 
grace, before the foundaticn of the 
world. 

4. We do believe that God’s electing 
grace’ doth extend itfelf to the.syhole 
number ef the godly -in all nations, A&s x 34,35. 
throughout all ages, under the various dif. iv. 3. 
penfations, under which they live, 


2 
ima 


Crops ma bea at oe eh eS 
Of Reprobation, 


Concerning reprobation we believe, 
that God hath not decreed, from eternity, 
the reprobation of any perfon of mankind, 
confidered as fuch, who may not very 
poffibly be faved, notwithttanding any 
decree in God; mucli lefs do we hold a 

decree 
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decree of reprobation, from eternity, of 

the greateft part of mankind, excluding 

a poffibility of their being faved; for we 

believe that God doth not hate or repro- 

bate any man, as his creature, before he 

confiders him as an a¢tual jinner. 
Jer.vii.28,29, 2. We believe, that whenfoever God 
Prov.i.24,0%¢.doth rejeGt or reprobate any perfon of 
2Thefl.x.11, mankind, it is for their own wilful and 
a actual tranfgreffions, as the juft deferving 
caufe thereof, and not from his own will, 
any otherwife conjidered. 

3. That the intent (at leaft the pri- 
mary or antecedent intent) of God in 
his decree of reprobation, is the falvation 
and not the damnation ef men. The 
Lord declares that he had rejected or 
reprobated them, yet exhorts them to 
duty, with promifes on their performance; 
and if ever the Lord does finally repro- 
bate any perfon or perfons, it is for their 
2Theff. ii.11, final reyecting him, in his many calls, and 
gracious invitations. 

_4. From whence we conclude, that 
thofe that own perfonal election, and per- 
fonal réprobation before time, fo ag to 
deny the love of God’to the world, do 
not own the faith of the gofpel. 
~ 5. We believe, that God hath not de- 
creed the reprobation: of any infant, dy- 
ing before the commifiion of actual fin, 


Jer. vi. 30. 
Vil, 4,456 


2. 
Mark xiii. 3 4. 
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CobbeAgP. 0X XH: 
Of God’s governing of the World. 


Concerning God’s governing of thepr cxlv. 11, 
world, we believe, that God is the fuésc. 
preme.Lard and governor of the whole — *4. 28. 
world. 

2. Asto the method that theLord makes 
ufe of in his governing the world -(we 
mean the world of mankind) we believe 
that, 1. For the keeping up and main- 
taining of all civil fociety amongft men, 
in natural and moral things, the Lord 
hath fet up governors, ordained by him- Row. xiii. r. 
felf, unto whom he hath giver power 
and authority to execute judgment and 
yuftice amongft men; which governors, 
in refpect of that power and authority 
which the Lord hath given them, are in 
{cripture called gods, being his deputies; Exod. xxii. 
whofe work is to be a terror to evildoers,28. | 
and a praife to them that do well; to keep Pf xxii. 1 
up, maintain, and cherifh all civil, natu- 
ral, and moral principles amongift men, 
and to punifh the breach thereof; for the 
law is made for the lawlefs and difobedi-1 Tim. i. 9. 
ent; that is, for thofe that tranfgrefs the 
law; and the magiftrate is the Lord’s 
executioner, and beareth not the fword 
in vain; for he is the minifter of God, 

a revenger to execute wrath upon them 
that do evil. And thus far the gover-Rom. xiii. 4. 
nors of the world ought to exercife their 
authority over men, vz. in all things of 

human 


Jam. iv. 12. 
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human and civil concern; and fo far it’s 
the duty and great concern of Chriffians, 
to be obedient and fubject to them, and 
to render to them all that honour that 
by the ordinance of God is due to 
chem. 2. As to fpiritual things, of re- 
ligious, ecclefiaftical, or divine concern, 
we believe, that God, by Fefus Chrift, 
doth govern the world: We mean thus ; 
That, government herein (according to 
the will of the Lord) is not left to the 
will of men, but the Lord hath provided 
and inftituted holy and {piritual laws for 
men to believe in, cleave to, and be 
faved by; and that thefe laws are given 
forth by the Lord efus Chri, as the 
alone legiflator, or law-giver; and thefe 
holy and fpiritual laws are, by virtue of 
the Lord’s commiffion, to be preached to 
the whole world, -as a rule for them, not 
only to believe, but alfo to walk by. And 
thofe amongft men that do obey the 
Lord in thefe his fpiritual laws, he ef- 
poufeth to himfelf to be his church and 
{poufe, in and with whom his fpiritual 
kingdom is exercifed and kept up. And 
thofe that believe not, nor obey the 
Lord in thefe his holy laws, that will not 


have him to reign over them, but are 


Luke xix.27. 


"Chef i. 8. 


enemies to him and his government, the 
Lord will deftroy, when he fhall be re» 
vealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, 

nor obey his gofpel. 
So that the punifhments of men, for 
the breach of gofpel laws belongs to God 
alone, 
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alone, and not in any wife to man; we 

mean in “fuch things as concern God’s 

worfhip only. Yet we-believe that where 

the gotpel doth not come, that if men be 

governd by the law of God written imRom. ii. rs. 
their hearts, and by the works of God pf.xix. 1,2,3. 
without them, which are. fufficient : to 

teach them that there is a God; and 

fo endeavour to live to’ God, fuitable to 

the light they have received, no doubt 

but they fhall be accepted, though they 

are not under the miniftration of the a@sx.35,34. 
gofpel, and in the great day of judgment — 
rewarded according to their works. 


Cir A Pe kellie 
Of the Church of Chrift. 


Concerning the church of Chriff, we 
believe, that the Lord “fefus Chrift hath 
achurch in the world, which we under- 
ftand to be taken, 1. more generally, for 
the whole number of thé godly through-Eph.i. 22,23. 
out all ages; 2. more particularly, for aHeb. xii. 23. 
particular aflembly of people, gathered 
out of the world by the miniftry of 
the gofpel, to the vilible profetlion of 
faith in Chrift, and obedience to his will, 
in all his holy inftitutions. Such a people, 
fo gathered into a particular congregation, 
continuing ftedtaftly in the dodtrine of 
Chrifit, and his holy apoftles, we under- 
ftand to be a gofpel church. 
2. We believe that the Lord Se/us 
Chrift is the alone head of his church, 
whether 
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whether we underftand it more generally 

for all God’s people, or more particularly 

for any particular congregation of them; 

Matt. xxviii. and no other Lord or law-giver do we 

18, Ge, own in religion and divine things, that do 

Col. 3.18. concern the worthip and fervice of God, 
Eph.v-t132 5+ the Lord Fefus Chrift alone. 

3. As to the way of entrance into’ the 

Mark xvi.16.church of Chriff, we underttand it tobe 

Aas 11.39,41- by faith, repentance, and baptifm, and that 

none ought to éntet in but in that way. — 

4. We believe, that to each of thefe 

churches, or particular congregations thus 

gathered, accerding to the mind: and 

will of the Lord declared in hits word, 

he hath given all that power and autho- 

rity, which is any ways neceflary and 

needful for t’eir carrying on of that or- 

Matt. xviii. der in worfhip and difcipline, which he 


17, 18. hath inft tuted for them to obferve, with 

ae ‘;4S-commands and rules for the right and 

3? due exercifing and executing of that 
power. 


5. As all believers are bound by the 
law of Chriff to join themfelves to par- 
ticular churches, when and where they 
have opportunity fo to do; fo all that 

TheM. v. 14,are admitted to the privileges of a church, 

2Thefl. ui. 6, are alfo under the government arid cen- 

‘$15: fures thereof, according to the rule of 
Chrift. 

6. We believe, that no church-mem- 
‘bers upon any offence taken by them, hav+ 
ing performed their duty required of 
them towards the perfon they are offend- 
ed at, ought to make any breach in church 

order, 
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order, or-abfent themfelves from the af- 
femblies of the church, or adminiftration 
of any ordinances, upon the account. of 
any fuch offence at any of his fellow- Matt. xviii. 
members; but to. keep his place and duty15, ©. 
in the church, and to wait upon the Eph. tv. 2 3- 
Lord in their further proceedings with 
fuch.members againft whom the offence 
is taken. 
7- We believe, that as it-is the duty 
of each church to pray continually for 
the good of all the churches; fo the 
churches, when planted by the provi- 
dence of God, fo as they may have op~pom.xvi.1,z. 
portunity for it ought:to hold communion 
with each other for their peace, increafe 
of love, and mutual edification. 
8. We believe, that a particular church 
gathered, and compleatly. fitted, or ac- 
complifhed, for the worthip and publick 
fervice ot God, conlifts of officers and 
members; and-the officers appointed by 
Chrift to be chofen and fet apart by the 
church, for the peculiar adminiftration 
of ordinances, and execution of power Phil. i. r. 
or duty in any refpeét which he intrufts A&s xx. 17, 
them with, or calls them to, are bifhops, *”’ 
or elders, and deacons. 
9. We believe, that the churches ought 
to take great care, that the perfons they 
chufe and fet apart to office in the 
churches, be fuch as are fuitably qualified 1 Tim. iii. 1, 
and gifted for that work, according to ae / 
the mind of Chrifi. ear 
10. The way appointed by Chrift-for 
the calling of any perfon, fitted and gifted: 


by 
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by the holy fpirit, unto the office of bi- 
fhop or elder in a chutch, is, that he be 
chofen thereunto by the general confent 
of the church itfelf; and folemnly fet 
apart, by fafting, prayer, and impofition 
of hands of the elderfhip of the church, 
if there be any befure conftituted therein 5 


Aas xiv. 23. and of a deacon, that he be chofen by 


1Tim. iv. 14. 
Aéts vi.3,5,6 


AQ iv. 13. 


like confent, and fet apart by prayer, and 
‘the like impofition of hands. 

11. As we do believe that the churches 
ought to take great care, and be very heed- 
ful that the perfons they chufe and fet a- 
part to the work and office of elders in the 
congregations, be fuch as be gifted, and 
fuitably qualified, according to the mind 
of the Lord, for that office; fo we do be- 
lieve that the learning of the languages, 
to wit, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Efc. is no 
qualification fo abfotutely neceflary to the 
being of a minifter, or elder, but that a 
perfon may very poflibly be fufficiently 
qualified. for that office without it; tho’ 
we readily grant, that the learning of the 
languages may be ufeful in its place, as a 
fervant to help, €%c. but to make it a 
qualification, abfolutely neceflary to the 
being oi a minifter, we dare not. Our rea- 


fons are, 1. Becaufe the gofpel was at 


firft preached and brought forth into the 
world by unlearned men; fuch were the 
apoftles. 2. Becaufe amongft the many 
qualifications required in the fcriptures, 
to be found in thofe that are fet a- 
part to the work and office of an el- 
der, we never find this recorded as one 


of 
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of thofe qualifications. 3. Becaufe experi« 

ence teftifies, that men unlearned in the 

languages, have been very ufeful in the 

Lord’s hands, and have been famous inftru« 

ments for the good of fouls. Have not many 

fouls been. converted ? Have not many fa= 

mous churches been gathered by unlearn« 

ed men? Why then fuch perfons fhould 

be laid afide, as not fuitably qualify’d for 

the Lord’s work, in point of miniitry, or 

elderderfhip, we fee no reafon? 4. Be- 

caufe the confining to a learned miniftry, 

feems greatly contrary to the mind of the 

Lord, and his method in bringing forth 

the gofpel; and this appears, in that the 

feripture lets us know, that the Lord hath 

chofen foolifh and weak things to con- 

found thofe that are mighty ; and things 1 Cori. 26, 

that are not, to bring to naught things &* 

that are. Have'not the great things of 

the gofpel been hid from the wife and 

prudent, and revealed unto babes; viz. 

to fuch as were little in the world’s eyes, Matt. xi. 25. 

that fo men might not look after gofpel 

things for the ‘excellency of the perfons 

that do bring it forth, but for the worth 

and excellency that is therein; and that 

the faith of God’s people might not ftand 

in the wifdom of men, but in the power 

of God, that fono flefh might glory in: Cor. 

his prefence. Had the Lord made choice : 

of the wife and learned only to have been 

employed in the great Work of Aaa 

preaching, had he not then chofen the 

wife to confound the foolifh, and the 

mighty to confound the weak, and things 
C that 


see 
11. $6 
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1 Cor. i. 29. 
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that are efteem’d in the world’s eyes, . to 
bring to naught things that are not? 
And had not our faith then ftood in the 
wifdom of men, and not in the power of 
God? And then might not flefh have 
glorified in his prefence, contrary to the 
Lord’s defign? What great and good 
effects have we feen of learning? Why 
fhould men be fo fond of it? Was not 
the Apoftacy brought into the world by 
learned men? Has it not been maintain’d 
and carried on by fuch ever fince? And 
may there not be great caufe to fear, that 
the bringing of perfons to a great degree 
of learning, on purpofe to qualify them 
for the work of the miniftry, is that 
which will by degrees ufher in another 
Apoftacy ? And that this of learning, which 
now is pretended as a fervant to help, 
will, atter a while, become a lord to 
rule; fo that thofe that have it not, tho’ 
otherwife ever fo well qualified and gifted 
for the work of the miniftry, will be re- 
jected from that work, meerly -becaufe 
they are not learned men: And may not 
this be a means, in time, to reduce the 
few faithful labourers the Lord hath in 
his vineyard to a fmaller number ? 

But as to the qualifications that ought 
to be found in thofe that are called to 
the miniftry, read and ponder, 1 Tim. iii. 2, 
&c. and 2 Tim. xxiv. 25. compared with 
Tit. 1. 6, 7, &c. and of a deacon, 1 Tim. 
iii. 8, 9, &e. 

12. As we do believe it to be the 
work of paftors, conftantly to attend the 

fervice 
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fervice of Chrift in his churches, in the 

miniftry of the word and prayer, with A&svi. 4. 
watching for their fouls, as they that muft Heb. xiii 17. 
give an account to him; fo we do be- 

lieve, that its a duty of great concern for 

the churches to whom they minifter, not 

only to give them all due refpect, but: Tim.v. 17. 
alfo to communicate to them of all their Gal. vi. 6, 7. 
good things, according to their ability ;2 1#™-4- 4 
{o as they may have a comfortable fupply 
without being themfelves entangled in 
fecular affairs, that fo they may have a 
fufficiency of opportunity to be faithtul in 
the difcharge of a good confcience to- 
wards God, in the great work he hath 
called them to; and this is required by 
the law of nature, and by the exprefs 
command of our Lord who hath ordained 
that they which preach the gofpel fheuld 
live of the gofpel. 

13. Although we do believe it to be 
incumbent on the paftors of the churches, 
to be inftant in preaching the word by 
way of office; yet the work of preaching 
the word is not fo confined to them, but 
that others alfo, gifted and fitted by the 
holy f{pirit for it, and approved, and cal- ja, xi. ;o, 
led by the church, may, and ought tog, ~ 
perform it. 1 Pet. iv. 16, 

14. As we do believe it to be the duty !- 
of chriftians earneftly to defire fpiritual 
gifts, but rather that they may propefie; 
fo we do believe, that every church of 
Chrift ought to be a nurfery, to nurfe up 
and cherith gifts amongft themfelves, and 
to embrace any among them, whether 

Ger learned 


AS 
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1 Cor.ix.6,14. 


1 Cor. Xiv. 1, 
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learned or unlearned, that are likely to 
be ufefull in the Lord’s work. 


C Hv AsPr Sh Eve 
Of the refurrection of the dead. 


Concerning the refurreGtion of the 
dead we believe, according to the fcrip- 
tures, that there will be a refurrection of 

Ads xxiv.rs.the dead, both of the juft and unjuft. — 

2. That the fame perfons that fleep in 
the duft of the earth, even all the gene- 
rations of men, from one end of the 

Johnv. 28. World to the other, fhall be raifed in 
1 Cor. xv. 21,the refurrection; the fame body hall rife 
ik again and not another. 

3 Inthis refurrection, the vile bodies 
of the faints fhall be changed and fafhi- 

eae oned like unto the glorious body of the 
Phu, ui. 20. Perdshimiele 

4. Vhe end of this refurreétion is to 
the faints, the perfecting of the reftaura- 
tion of the new covenant, and receiving 
the end of their faith, €%c. And to the 
wicked that they may receive the due and 
juft recompence of their wickednefs and 

John v. 285 Yebellion againft the Lord. 

ha. xi, 2. 35+ We believe, that there will be an 
order in the refurrection, Chri/t is the firft 
fruits, then next or after, they that are 

1 Cor. xv.23, Chrifis at his coming, then or afterwards 

24° 1o1_  COMeenpthic end 
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CeEISAG P ameocrk 
Of the eternal Fudgment. 


Concerning the eternal Judgment we 
believe, that God hath appointed a day 
wherein he will judge the world by Fefus nas xvii. 31. 
Chrift, to whom all power and judgment Johnv.zz,27. 
is given of the father, in which day not 
only the apoftate angels fhall be judged; 
but likewife all pertons that have lived 
upon the earth, fhall appear before the 2 Cor. v. 10. 
tribunal of Chrift, to give an account of Ecclefxit.14. 
all their thoughts, words and deeds, and He hie 


: A Rom. Xiv. 10. 
to receive according to what they have Matt.xxv.32. 


done in the body. 

2. We believe, that as all men {hall 
give an account unto the Lord, fo the 
matters then to be enquired into, and for 
which they muft be accountable, will be 
their own willful and perfonal fins, either 
of omiffion or commiffion; and that who- 
foever at that day fhall be fentenced to 
condemnation, will then know, that it 
was their wilfulnefs, not weaknefs, actual, 
nor original fin, that was the procuring 
caufe thereof, or they will not be left in- 
excufable, the truth of which appeareth 
from the light of the aforementioned 
{criptures. 

3. We believe, that whomfoever of all 
the fons and daughters of Adam, fhall in 
the great day of judgment appear without 
actual fin, which is the cafe only of thofe 
that die in infancy, ee not in coat Oe) 

a 


Matt. xviil. 
2703 

xix, 14. 
Kxod. xxXiv. 
6. 
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fall into condemnation; but fhall be faved 
with fuch a degree of falvation, as the 
righteous and merciful Lord and judge 
fhall fee fit to confer upon them; all the 
reafon we fhall here render in this matter 
is, I. They have no fin of their own to 
condemn them. 2. They have the grace 
of the father, and the merits of the fon 
to fave them. 3. The Lord tells us of 
fuch (meaning little children) are the 
kingdom of heaven. 4. Becaufe the con- 
trary isa mercilefs principle, contrary to 
Gods name and nature. 

4. We believe, that futable to mens 
improvement of their time and talents here, 
will their judgments be hereafter; from 


Matt. xxv.14. whence -we conclude, that there will be 


Fe, 

Luke xvii.16. 
&Se, 
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very great degrees of reward, both in 
glory and punifhment. 

5. We believe, that in this great judg- 
mtit, the eternal ftate both ofangels and 
men will be determined; fo that fuitable. 
to the fentence, then given by the righ- 
teous Lord and judge, will be their eter- 
nal ftate, and that there will be no revak- 
ing or altering of the fentence, which 
fhall then pafs upon either angels or men; 
and fo it will be an irrevocable and eter- 


‘nal judgment, and men will know in the 


judgment, when the fentence is paft how 
it will be with them for ever after, 


COR At: 
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CrEDSAaP. OX: 
Of the reflitution of all things. 


Concerning the reftitution we believe, 
that there fhall be a reftitution of all qa. +: 

é MACkSiilis 92 te 
things. And he that fat upon the throne Rev. xxi. 5. 
faid, behold I make all things new. God 
made the firft or old world, both heaven 
and earth, and all things therein, for the 
ufe of man, and then made man to poflefs 
it; but man fell by fin, and the whole 
creation with him for his fin, as a jutt 
judgment of God upon him. Now inaf- 
much as this old creation was loft and 
fallen, the defign of God by the man Chri/t 
“Fefus, was the recovery and reftauration 
of all again, and to make all new, not,, ... 
. 21, XCV1. BO, 
of new matter, but the old things muft,, 1.2. 
be made new, for it will be a refti- xeviii.7, 8. 
tution, or renovation, not properly a’. . 
creation, which reftauration, will won-!*- gta 

XV. Se 
derfully tend to fet forth the power por ji. 19. 
and godhead of the great creator, not Rom.viii. 20. 
only in making and preferving but alfo2, 22. 
in reftoring of fo wonderful a creation, Eph 1. !°- 

: 2 tes ; Phift it: to: 
and his wifdom will illuftrioufly be feen Gg) j. yo, 
not only in contriving and creating of Rev. v. 13. 
fuch various and many forts of creatures, Pf. Ixix.34. 
and to bring all out of nothing, but alfo 
his wifdom and power will be wonder- 
fully declared by his works in the reftitu- 
tion for ever more. 


C4 rt AsL. 
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CLP AcE. A Seav i, 
Of the Reign of Chrift. 


Concerning the kingdom and reigo f 
our Lord Ye/us Chrift, as we do believe, 
that he is now in heaven at his fathers 
right hand, fo we do believe, that at the 
time appointed of the father, he fhall 
come again in power and great glory 5 
and that at, or after his coming the fe- 
cond time, he will not only raife the dead, 
judge and reftore the world, but will alfo 
take to himfelf his kingdom, and will, 
according to the fcriptures, reign on the 
throne of his father David, on mount 
Sion in “Ferufalem for ever. 

2. We believe, that this kingdom of 


Dan, vii. r4.0ur Lord will be an univerfa] kingdom 
Rey. v.13. and that inthis kingdom the Lord Fefus 
* 15° Chrift himfelf will be the alone vifible fu- 


Dan. ii. 44. 


preme Lord and King of the whole 
earth. 

3. We believe, that as this ‘kingdom 
will be univerfal, fo it will alfo be an 
everlafting kingdom, that fhall have no 


Dan, vii. 14.end, nor cannot be fhaken; in which king- 


28. 


Pet. iV.5, 
&ve, 


Tohn xiv. 3. 


Reva Xxl a. 
XXi, 25 


3 


Heb. xii. 27. dom the faints and faithful in Chrift “Fefus 


fhall receive the end of their faith, even 
the falvation of their fouls; where the 
Lord is, they fhall be alfo. 

4- We believe, that the new Feru/alem, 
that fhall come down from God out of 
heaven, when the tabernacle of God hall 


be with them, and he will dwell among 


them, 
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them, will be the metropolitan city of this 
kingdom, and will be the glorious place 
of refidence, of both Chrijt, and his faints 
for ever, and will be fo fituated, as that 
the kingly palace will be on mount Sion, 
the holy hill of David, where his throne 
was. 

5. We do believe, that this kingdom PF. ii. 6, 
will be a peaceable and a very glorious I&. xxiv. 
kingdom, beyond conception, and much 73° 5; 

: : Jered 17. 
more beyond expreflion, of which Solo- ty’ xxiy. 23. 
mons kingdom was a type. 

6. We believe, that this kingdom of Dan. ii. 4. 
our Lord, will be, that that fhall fucced 1. 35, 45. 
the fourth monarch fpoken of, and will 
be the ftone cut out of the mountain 
without hands which fhall fill the whole 
earth. 

7. We believe, that this kingdom 
ought not to be fet up by the material 
{word, that being fo exceeding contrary 
to the very nature of chriftianity; for 
which we thall give thefe following brief 
reafons. 1. Becaufe a chriftians lite is to Matt. v. 44. 
love our enemies, and to pray for them, ! Tim. ii. 1,2, 
and not deftroy them; to pray for all 
men. 2. To be fubject to government in 
all cafes of civil concern; and patiently en- 
dure and fuffer tribulation and perfecution Rom. xiii. 1. 
for the kingdom of Chrift’s fake. 3. Be- es TW 22. 
caufe Chriff's kingdom is not of this world, john xviii26 
therefore -his fervants ought not to fight. he 
From which confiderations, we cannot 
chearfully have communion with thofe 
that own the fetting up Chrij’s kingdom 
by the power of the fword; sed 

that 
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Eph. vi. 17. 


Rev. vi.15. 
Hof. x. 8. 
Tfaiah ii. 19, 


zi. Pe 
Luk xxiii.30. 


Mic. v. 15. 


Rom. Xii. 19. 


Deut. xxxii. 


35: 
Heb. x. 30. 
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that his fpiritual kindom, which is his 
church here on earth; ought not to be 
fet up or forced, either by the {word, or 
any civil law whatfoever, but by the 
preaching of the gofpel, which is the 
{word of the fpirit, the word of God. 
And, 4. his eternal kindom on the throne 
of his father David, of which we are 
fpeaking, himfelf will fet up at his ap- 
pearing and kingdom, when the great 
men and noblemen, bondmen, and free- 
men fhall run to the rocks and mountains 
to fall upon them, and hide them from 
the prefence of the lamb. This will be 
the day of the Lord’s vengeance; and it 
belongs to him to execute it, and not 
unto us. 


NU MB. 
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INSU MGB, voIf, 


Air. Joun Pirxincton’s Narrative, 
read before a Congregation of Pro- 
teftant Diffenters, meeting im Hart- 
Street, Coyent-Garden, on the 28th 


of May, 1699. 
ES R the fatisfaction of all my coun- 


trymen and brethren in general, and 
of this worthy congregation in particu- 
lar, whereof I am defirous to be a mem- 
ber, I beg your attention to the following 
narrative, which contains the means and 
manner of my conviction. 

Jn order hereunto, J think it neceflary 
to acquaint you with fome part of my 
lite paft; which as it will evidence a 
particular goodnefs and love of God to- 
wards me, fo J hope it may give this 
auditory fome grounds to judge of the 
reality of my repentance. 

After my education of five years aud a 
half by Romifo emitlaries in England, 1 
was judg’d, by the proficiency I had 
made in the myfteries of Popery, not un- 
fit for the intereft of their caufe, and 
therefore fent to the Exglifh Seminary at 
Lisbow, in order to be duely qualified for 
the miffion. 

What erroneous notions, and almoft 
infuperable prejudices, in matters of re- 
ligion, I there infenfibly imbibed, tis 
gafy for any perfon to imagine, who ba 
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but an imperfect idea of the virulency 
and rigid feverity thofe nations are pof- 
fefled with, where the Iuguifition rages, 
againft all perfuafions differing from their 
own. ‘The education I received in that 
place, for the fpace of three years and 
upwards, had fo powerful an influence 
on my mind, that, the better to fecure 
my foul from the dangers of Here/y (for 
that was the notion I had conceived of 
Preteftancy) 1 was refolv’d to quit all 
thoughts of becoming a miffionary prieft, 
and betake myfelf to a religious ftate. 
But the prefident of our college, unwil- 
to loofe one of his flock, and withal ap- 
prehenfive of my friends refentments, 
who defigned me for other ends, hear- 
ing I had made intereft with monks of a 
certain order, and had obtained their 
confent to be admitted to their habit, 
quickly put a ftop to my defign, by his 
frequent applications to the Pope’s Nuncio. 
This unexpected difappoinment was not 
only full of great heats and animofities 
to the two houfes, but likéwife exaf- 
perated me to that degree, that I refufed 
to perform thofe duties to which the 


conftitutions of the college obliged me, 


and defired to difmiffed, in order to 
my return into Evgland; tho’ I were fa- 
tisfied my itiends would be highly dif- 
gufted at my proceedings. 

This thought continuing, I refolved 
to fearch into the doétrines of the church 
of Exglard, not doubting but that, if I 
could perfuade myfelf of a poffibility of 

falyation 
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falvation out of the church of Rome, 1 
fhould meet with other friends in England, 
to maintain me at one of the univerfities. 
In purfuance of this refolution, I ac- 
pee Mr. Colbatch, minifter of the 

nglifb taétory (whom I had difcourfed 
three times before about controverted 
points in religion) with my defign, and 
withal defired his recommendntion to 
fome of the clergy of England, who 
might be aflifting to me in my enquiry 
after the truth. He wrote a letter to 
the bifhop of Salisbury’s chaplain; but 
he being out of town upon my arrival 
at London, I was obliged to apply myfelf 
to others, who made me known to the 
archbifhop of Canterbury. 

The great encouragement I met with 
at this juncture difpell’d, for the prefent,. 
all apprehenfions for my foul’s future 
ftate; and prejudice giving way to the 
glittering hopes of preferment, I forgot 
the refolution I had made, of not for- 
faking the Romifb communion, till I were, 
fatisfied I might be faved out of it. I 
faid I had found the.truth, and thought 
fo too, during this fhort retreat of my 
prejudice, when I had hardly began 
to fearch after it. Upon my Ss to 
take orders, in the church of Enxgland, 
I was fent to Oxford. Here preyudice 
again took place, tho’ I ftrove all I could 
to ftifle and fupprefs it, together with 
its confequents, the doubts and fcruples 
that rofe in my mind, to the difadvan- 
tage of Proteftancy 3 yet all satis aS fell 
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fhort of the defired effect, the quieting 
of my troubled confcience. 

The preferments that were promifed 
me, tho’ very confiderable, and the civili- 
ties [found inthe univerfity, tho’ far above 
my expectation, were bands too weak to 
keep me (after four terms fpent-in the 
univerfity) from eafing my confcience of 
its burthen, by a fhameful and wicked 
return to the church of Rome. 

Upon my readmiflion into that com- 
munion, I fubmitted to the foolifh pe- 
nance of a pilgrimage to be performed or 
foot, and by begging, from Londow to Hely- 
Well in Wales, and after cightee months, 
the peace being concluded with France, 
J was admitted to the habit of a Bene 
digine monk, in the Englib monaftery of 
St. Edmund in Paris, in which J conti- 
nued near a year. But here I am forced, 
through an excefs of admiration, to cry 
out with the apottle, O the depth of the 
riches, both of the wifdom and kuowledge 
of God! how unfearchable are his judg- 
ments, and bis ways paft finding, out ! 
For the divine providence fo ordered it, 
that that very place defigned by Satan 
for trapanning the fouls of men into e- 


‘ternal perdition, became an effectual in- 


ftrument of opening my eyes, and freing 
me from that cloud of more than Egyptian 
darknefs, which had fo long hindered me 
from difcerning the bottomlefs pit I was 
haftening into; and fo it was an effectual 
means of banifhing all manner of preju- 
dice, and making me that in reality, 

which 
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which before I was but in effigy; that is. 
to fay, a true and real Protefiant. ’Twas 
a defire of feeing whether the ftrange 
things I had read and heard of the 
proteflors of this life, had any colour of 
truth to fupport them, that infpired me 
with a more than ufual curiofity to ob- 
ferve and infpect narrowly into all their 
practifes. Nor did I find the province 
very difficult 5 for befides that I was pre- 
fent at all conventual duties, I was privy 
to moft of their fecret intrigues, by fup- 
plying the place of /ecretary to the con- 
vent, the fecretary himfelf being very an- 
cient. Good God! how was I furprized 
to find alt things run counter to my ex- 
pectations ; to fee the whole family mi- 
{erably divided into parties and factions, 
where I look’d for brotherly love, charity, 
and union, not much inferior to that’ of 
the blefled fpirits in heaven! How was 
Tamazed, in the room of the moft pro- 
found humility and felf abnegation, to 
fee the higheft ambition, pride, and felf- 
love to take place! That temperance 
they fo much boafted of, I found often- 
times turned into fhameful excefs and 
gluttony; but this was done in private, 
to avoid giving fcandal. ‘Thefe things L 
very much wonder’d at, but much more, 
when I became an eye-witnefs of the ge- 
neral and other fuperiors. regaling of 
young women in a clofe chapel of our 
church, with wine and other dainties. 
Their hofpitality and poverty were quite 
vanifhed, and nothing to be feen but an 

infatiable 


47 


48 


APPENDIX. 


infatiable avarice and thirft after riches, 
Their obedience appeared moft in obeying 
their own unbridled Jufis and paffions. In 
a word, it feemed to me,, their chief ftudy 
was, which of them fhould be moft wicked 
at home, and yet be thought the moft holy 
abroad; that is to fay, who fhould moit 
geoteelly play the hypocrite. 

Such ‘praétifgs as thefe, one would think, 
were fufficient to have convinced me I had 
taken wrong meafures for my foul’s fafety ; 
and that it was at leaft as eafy to have 
work’d. out my falvation in Sodom or Go- 
morrab, as ina cloyfer: but yet the great 
defire I had of that life, inclined me to 
believe I might live up to the rule and con- 
fticutions of the order (which, in reality, 
are very fevere) tho’ others gave themfelves 
the liberry to break them. 

This thought had well nigh perfuaded 
me to ftay, when, taking a bible into my 
hands, I providentially caft my eyes on 
this verfe, in the gth chapter of the Fir/t 
Epifile to the Corinthians, and the 26th 
verfe: Ego igitur, fic curro non quafi in in- 
certum: fic pugno, non quafi aérem ver- 
berans. JI therefore fo run, not as uncertain- 
ly: fo fight F, not as one that beateth the 
air. This fcripture, after ferious delibera- 


‘tion, backed by that other, in the firft 


chapter of J/aiab, and the 12th verfe: Quis 
hac quafivit, de manibus veftris? Who hath 
required thefe things at your bands? occas 
fioned various doubts and apprehenfions in 
my mind, which fuffered me to take little 
reft day or night. 


To 
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To be fhort, after frequent difputes 
within myfelf for and againft the exercife 
of thofe mortifications and auftcrities the 
rule enjoyned, I began to confider the rea- 
fonablenefs and weight of our Saviours af- 
fertion, When ye foall have done all thofe 
things which are commanded you, fay, we 
are unprofitable fervants and that of the 
Apottle, That the fufferings of this prefent 
time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which foall be revealed in us. 

Being tully convinced, that the Romifh 
doétrine of merit, and works of fuperer- 
rogation was highly derogatory to the ho- 
nour of Chrift, I could not excufe that of 
Saints-worfhip from the fame cenfure, 
when I was daily an eye-witnefs of their 
paying far greater veneration to the virgin 
Mary than they did to herfon, by pulling 
off their hoods, kneeling and lighting the 
altar-candles whilft they fing her anthems, 
which it was not their cuftom to do at 
other parts of the office. 

Thefe and many other difcoveries being 
happily made, and my former prejudice 
by degrees vanifhing away, I began to ex- 
amine all the reft of their doctrines, the 
greateft part of which I found fo ex- 
tremely repugnant to God’s word, that [ 
could not chufe but be greatly aftonifh’d 
at my former ftupidity and blindnefs, in 
not difcerning that fink of errors, fuper- 
flitions and abominatiovs 1 had wallowed 
in. 

Upon the whole, that I might prevent. 
all danger of relapfing, into any, one of 
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thofe corruptions for the future, I took 
upafirm refolution to -fhut my cars a= 
gainft all doétrines whatfoever that could 
not be plainly made good out of the 
feriptures; and (all motives of intereft 
laid afide) to join in communion with 
that church, whofe opinions and worfhip 
I fhould find moft conformable thereunto. 
In purfuance hereof I returned to England, 
and was prefent at the fermons, not only 
of the church of Exgland clergy, but alfo 
of diffenting minifters of different per- 
fuafions; 1 ferioufly perufed their books, 
and particularly read over the thirty nine 
articles of the church of Exgland: And 
truly I fhould have been very glad had I 
found them fo agreeable to fcripture in all 
points, as that I might with fatista&tion 
have fat down in that communion ; but I 
cannot affent to the 34th, 35th, and 36th 
Articles, nor to thofe words in the 20th, 
vig. That the church hath power to de- 
cree rites and ceremonies, and authority 
in controverfies of faith, alfo part of the 
a7th, touching Infant Bapti/m which are 
the fame the ‘Parliament was pleafed to 
except in behalf of thofe chriftiars, that 
are generally known bythe name of Ava- 


‘baptifis, into whofe communion I hearti- 


ly defire to be admitted, as thinking them 
to come neareft, in their doétrine and 
worthip, to the holy feriptures which 
they profefs-to make the rule of their 
faith and practice. 

Haying thus chriftian auditors, given 
you a moft exact and impartial account of 


the 


AER LE NOW Xs. 
the moft remarkable paflages of my life, 


andthg manner of my conviction; it re- 
mains that I now particularly renounce 
the Arrors I formerly embraced in the 
Romifh church. 


Mr. Pilkinton’s Recantatioy. 


A “Fobn Pilkirgton being highly fenfible 
of the favour of Almighty God, in refcu- 
ing me out of the jaws of the Devi/, and 
truly forrowful for all the fins of my lite 
paft, and particularly thofe I immediately 
incurred, whilft I adhered to the Romi/b 
communion 3 do here, in the prefence of 
the all feeing God, and judge of all men, 
moft candidly and. fincerely acknowledge 
that I am not only fully convinced of all 
the palpable errors, corruptions and no- 
velties of that church, as well in doctrine 
as practice, but do alio utterly difown, re- 
nounce and abjure the fame, with the 
greateft abhorrence and deteftation I am 
capable of, and in particular, as to thofe 
doétrines that concern the infallibility and 
fupremacy of the bifhop or church of Rome, 
the main foundations on which all the o- 
ther abominations of the Papi/is are built, 
I utterly abjure them as grofsly intrench- 
ing on the prerogatives of God. 

Their doctrine, that falvation cannot 
be had cut of theix communion, is fo far 
from being countenanced in feripture that 
I am perfuaded, it is moft uncharitabls 
and antichriftian, moreover I utterly ab- 
hor their impious and idolatrous /wcrifice 
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of the mafs; as alfo their doétrines of tran- 
Jubjtantiation and half communion : ‘The 
fame being not only contrary to the word 
of God, but to the folid principles of rea- 
fon. The equalling unwritten traditions 
to the holy fcriptures I’m affured, is high- 
ly blafphemous, and as fuch I abhor it. 
I look upon their forbidding eccletiaf- 
ticks to marry, and the laity to read the 
{criptures, as alfo their multiplied fafts and 
abftinences, under pain of mortal fin; 
their practice of auricular confeffion, and 
their vows of chaftity, poverty and obe- 
dience; as tyrannical and deftructive of 
true Gofpel-liberty : And therefore do tree- 
ly renounce and forfake them. 

I likewife abjure their doétrine touch- 
ing indulgences, purgatory, merits, works otf 
fupererrogation, prayers in an unkiown 
tongue, and the fever facraments. 

Laftly, I renounce, as derogatory to 
the honour of God, and merits of the 
Lord “Fe/us, their adoration of the crofs, 
images and relicks: as likewife their z#- 
vocation of the bleffed Virgin, Angels and 
Saints. 

Thefe, and all other errors, corrupti- 
ons, novelties and fuperititions, taught 
‘and practifed by the church of Reme, be- 
fides, or inoppofition to the purity of the 
Gofpel, I do trom the bottom of my foul 
difown, renounce and abjure, and am re+ 
folved, by the grace of God, fo to do to 
my lives end. 

And now to conclude all, I earneftly 
defire this pious auditory, to pray tor and 

with 
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with me, that the God and Father of our 
Lord ‘f¢fiss Chri? who fent his beloved fon 
into the world to redeem and fave finners, 
and to call them to repentance, would 
vouchiafe to give me a repentance never 
to be repented of, and fuch powerful af- 
fiftances of his holy fpirit, that I may 
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleafing, 
and adorn the doctrine of God my Saviour in 
all things, who hath wrought this won- 
derful change in my foul: And I do here 
in the prefence of God, his holy angels, 
and this congregation, proteft that I have 
done and faid all’ this, freely, without 
equivocation or mentual refervation; and 
do folemnly promife and oblige my felf 

in cafe I be admitted a member of this 
church) to continue in fincere and conftant 
communion with the fame, or others of 
the fame perfuafion, God aflifting, as long 
as the members thereof fhall keep the pu- 
rity of the gofpel. 


¥OHN PILKINGTON. 
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Note, The Numeral Letters denote the 
Volume, and the Figures the Page ; 
and where P. is annexed, tt denotes 
the Preface of that Volume. 


B BOT, George, bithop of Londan, i, 
T22. 

Abbot, Mordecai, Efq; iv. 239. 

Abbot, Mr. iv. 251. 

Account of the firft plantation of the gof- 
pel in Britain, it. P. 3, of fome per= 
fecutors in Oxfordjbire, ti. 259. 

Adams Richard, iii. 37. 

Addrefs 
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Addrefs, of Iedependants, Quakers, and 
Baptifis to King Charles the 2d, i. 2 50, 
of the Baptifis to the King, parlia- 
ment, and people, ii. 98, of the bi- 
fhop of London, £2c. to the Prince of 
Orange, iii. 216, of the Lieutenancy 
of London to ditto, iii. 22.5, of the City 
of London to ditto, iii. 229, of the Bap- 
tifis on the intended affaffination of 
King /Villiam, iii. 278, of the Baptijis 
on the French King’s proclamation cof 
the Pretender, iii.3.57, of the united body 
of the Diffenters to Queen Anze, on 
the fuccefs of the duke of Marlborough, 
lv. 23, of ditto to King George upon his 
acceflion, iv. 111, of ditto wpon the re- 
bellion againft him, iv. 127, 173. 

Adininifivator of baptiim, i. 96, the opi- 
nion of the Baptifis refpecting a pro- 
per one, i. 103, defended by Yombes, 1. 
104, and-. Lawrence, Eig; 1. 105. 

Ailsbury (Town of) alarmed at the feve- 
rity of their perfecuting juftices, 1i. 
183. 

Mbigenfis, oppofers of infants baptiim, 1. 
P 


+ 335. 

Allein, Richard, a great perfecutor, re- 
buked, ii. 260. 

Allen, William, iit. 56. 

Allen, Richard, iti. 161, iv. 346. 

Amory, Fobn, iit. 126. 

Anderfor, Richard, a Quaker, denounces 
a judgment on a Laptifi minitter, 11. 

10. 

Ue Queen, is addreffed by the united 

body of the Diffenters on the fuccefs 
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of her arms, iv. 23, makes fome chan- 
ges in her affairs of ftate, iv. 26, re 
moves the Lord Chamberlain, iv. 35, 
difmiffes the Earl of Sunderland, iv. 
36, removes the Lord Treafurer Go 
dolphin, iv. 39, ditlolves her parlia- 
ment, and. difmiiles the Lord Somers, 
and the reft of her miniftry, iv. 40, dif- 
miffes the Duke of Adar/bcrough, iv, 42. 
appoints Duke Hamilion to go her 
ambaflador to France, iv. 59, threatens 
the ftates of Holland, iv. 65, her death, 
iv. 84, her new miniftry lay a claim to 
the favour of King George, iv. 145. 

Antipedobaptifm, no more repugnant to 
magiftracy than ‘Pedobaptifin, 11. 68. 

Apology, of the Baptiffs againft Venner’s 
ese ey il. 35. tor baptized believers, 
iv. P.6. 

Apofiates, Fohn Child, ii. 379, Francis 
leaker le SPL 5386. 

_Ipplin, Roger, iit. 127. 

Archer, Charles, iii. 124. 

Arnold, William, iv. 395: 

Ajbton, , executed for a confpi- 
racy againft Cromwell, 1. 250. 

Affembly, of divines againit a toleration, 
i. 184. general, the firft held among 
the Baptifts, iti. 246, their declaration 
and proceedings, ii1. 249, they clear 
themfelves ot a publick reproach, iii. 
255, they publifh a confeffion of their 
faith, iii. 258, general, the fecond held 
among the Baptiffs, iii. 259, general, 
the third held among the Baptifts, iii, 
25.4, the controverfy about finging re- 

ferred 
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ferred to them, ili. 266, their deter- 
mination, tii. 267, of 13 Bapti/t churches 
in London, iv. 4, of 10 Baptift churches 
in London, iv. 9, they reject and dif- 
own a pretended church, meeting at 
Winchefter-houfe in Southwark, iv. 11, 
they intreat Mr. Stenmet to write a 
hiftory of Baptifm, iv. 13, and appoint 
a committee to affift him in the charge 
thereof, iv. 13. 

Affaffination of King William intended, 
iii. 273, the French King’s fcheme 
thereupon, iv. 98. 

Attempt tor a comprehention, ii. 217. 

Atkins, “fames, his letter.to the mayor 
of Dover, ii, 151- 

Auftin, St. baptizes tew thoufand in a day, 
ii. P. 18, propofes the baptifm of in- 
fants to the Ancient Britons, ii. P. 21, 
is fuppofed to bring a maflacre on 
them tor refufing, ii. P. 23. 


B 


Baker, spditey3. 5: , 

Bampfield, Francis, 1. 363, iti. 7, dies 
in Newgate, i. 367, ii. 361, imprifoned 
at Dorchefler, ii. 355, at Salisbury, ii- 
356, at London, ii. 359. 

Bancroft, Bithop, a great enemy to the 
Puritans, i, 86. 

Baptifts, their origin, i. P. 18. ten put to 
death, i, 32, fourteen burnt, i. 33, €x- 
cepted in an act of grace, 1. 39, two 
burnt in Sizithfield, 1. 39, thirty-one ba- 
nifh’d and put to death, 1. 42, are very 

numerous 
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numerous in the reign of Edward the 
6th, i. 63, are perfecuted in Queen 
Elizabeth’s reign, i. 68, two burnt in 
Smithfield by Queen Elizabeth, 1. 74, 
all bavith’d. 1.79, an account of them 
by Exoch Clapham, i. 88, a church of 
them gathered in Holland, i. 90, the 
firft and Jaft burnt in England of their 
denomination, i. 109, among the firft 
Diffenters that fettled in New England, 
i. 110, are perfecuted there, i. 114, 
publifh an account of themfelves, i. 124, 
are perfecuted thereupon even unto 
death, i. 128, they prefent an humble 
fupplication to. King “ames, i. 130, 
a profelite of theirs, his letter inter- 
cepted and publith’d, i. 133, they are 
oppoied by the united forces of Dod 
and Cleaver, i. 141, they begin to form 
diftin& focieties, 1.147, they-difpute 
with Dr. Featley, i. 152, firft known to 
Baxter, i. 159, their opinion fpoken 
favourably of, i. 165, they publifh a 
confeflion of their faith, i. 170, which 
is acknowledged to be orthodox, i. 
171, they are diftinguifhed by the 
names of Geverals and Particulars, i. 
173, they are profecuted upon the or- 
dinance againit lay preachers, i. 193, 
they are abufed by the rabble, i. 240, 
in Somer/éetfbire publifh a confeffion of 
faith, i. 254, Mr. Fi/ber joins them, 1.361, 
are the firft Chriffzans in Great Britain, 
ii. P. 12, are not chargeable with the 
death of King Charles, i. 5, they pub- 
lith a confeflion of faith, ii. 18, pre- 

fent 
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fent a petition to King Charles the 
ad, il. 19, 23, publith their apology 
againft Venner’s rebellion, ii: 3.5, unjuit- 
ly charged with the tragedy of Mun- 
fier, ii. 66, their principles as confiftent 
with human fociety as any others, ii. 
69, unjuftly charged with enthufiafin, 
ii. 78, none of them in the commiflion 
for fettling ecclefiaftical affairs, ii. $4, 
excepted out of the att for confirming 
minifters in their benehces who con- 
formed, ii. 93, imprifoned at Reading, 
i. 94, they publifh an addrefs to the 
King, €¢. it. 98, they petition the 
King and Duke of York trom Dover, 
iil, 159, 161, they are affaulted in pri- 
fon, it. 178, their perfecuticn in and 
about London, ii. 161, twelve of them 
condemned to death, ii. 181, difpute 
with the Quakers, ii. 231, are denied 
the benefit of a burying place, ii. 239, 
they proteft againft, and challenge 
Robert Wright, it. 242, they controvert 
the laying on of hands, it. 277, they 
contend with the Quakers, ii. 294, and 
hear their appeal againft Thomas Hicks, 
ii. 296, and acquit him of their charge, 
ii. 306, they publifh a conieffion of 
faith, ii. 312, 34.5, are very much mif- 
yeprefented, iii, «P..48,-lettervto: Titus 
Oates, iii. 170, their addrefs to King 
William on the intended affaffination 
plot, tii. 278, in Cromwell’s army, their 
refentment of his intention towards 
them, iii. 231, the fri general afiem- 
bly of them, iii. 246, the /econd, 111. 259, 
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the third, iii. 264, are not fo faulty in 
their divifions and feparations as the 
Pedobaptifts, iii. 272, their addrefs to 
K. William on the French King’s pro- 
claiming the pretender, ili. 357, the pri- 
mitive chriftians were fuch, iv. P.4, why 
they cannot conform to the ceremonies 
of the church of England, 1. P. 9, their 
general aflemblies changed into aflocia- 
tions, iv. 3, could not be prevailed 
with to addrefs the Queen on the peace, 
iv. 63, the particulars and generals unite, 
iv. 109, their meeting houfe deftroyed 
at Oxford, iv. 137, they relieve the 
French proteftant minifters, iv. 158, 
an intended difpute between them and 
the Quakers, iv. 177, a letter fent to 
prevent it, had no effect, iv. 178, ano- 
ther fent which put an end thereto, 
iv. 181, their manner of ordaining mi- 
nifters and deacons, iv. 183. 

Bapti/m, not only the facrament of initia- 
tion, but to be continued in the church 
to the end of the world, i. P. 7, not 
adminiftred in fonts by the firft chriftians 
in England, but in rivers, 11. P. 20, by 
dipping continued in the Briti/b church 
about 1600 years, ii. P. 33, of infants 
not revealed in {cripture, iii. P. 13, of 
infants attempted to be juftified, 111. P. 
15, the mode of it contidered, iii. P. 
33. by Immerfion proved, iii. P. 36, the 
door into the chriftian church, tv. 412, 
Infants cannot be the proper fubjects of 
it, i>. a profeflion of faith was made by 
the baptized perfon at it, iv. 413. 

Baptifterion, 
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Baptiflerion, A new one made at the 
meeting houfe in Barbican, iv. 164, 
upon Horfelydown repaired, iv. 189. 

Baptizing, in churches not practifed in 
England for the firtt 600 years, 1. P. 33. 

Barber, Edw. writes in detence of immer- 
Sion, i. 151, 219. ill. 3. 

Barker, Mr. acknowledges the fcripture 
a perfect rule of faith and practice, 
Ter. Os 

Barlow, Bp. acknowledges infant bap- 
tifm not revealed in fcripture, iii. P. 13. 

Battely, executed tor a confpiracy againtt 
Cromwell, \. 2.50. 

Baxter, Richard, his firft knowledge of 
the Baptifts, 1.159. againft toleration, 
1.177. his charcter of Mr. Tombes, i. 
292. challenges Mr. Cox to difpute, i. 
220. his account of Mr. Coppe, 1. 224. 
acknowledges infant baptifm not re- 
vealed in fcripture, ii. P. 14. makes 
dipping in baptifm murder, ii. P. 33. 
and adultery, 36. fpeaks favourably of 
the Baptifis, ui. P. 54. tried, i. 164. 
acknowledges the Baptifts not fo faulty 
in their divilions and feparations as the 
Pedobaptifis, 11. 2'72. condemns fepa- 
ration as ichifmatical, iv. P. 26. 

Baxter baptifed ia blood, a fcandatous 
pamphlet confuted, 1. 279. 

Biddle, Fobu, tried tor his life on the or- 
dinance for punithing blafphemies, and 
herefies, i. 206. fome account of him, 
Jer TOM 

Bifbops, againtt toleration, }. 83. 

Blackwood, Chriflopber, \ 3.50. 

Blifs,, 
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Blifs, William, ii. 128. 
Bocher, “foan, burnt, i. 46. 
Lolingbroke and Harley at variance, iv. 70. 
Bowes, Thomas, tit. 137. 

Bramhall, Bp. nis grounds of feparation 
trom the church of Rome, iv. P. 21. 
Brandon, —-—, condemned to death, 1. 182. 

Bringhurft, Robert, 1. 128. 

Britton, William, 3. 254. 

Brown, “fobn, indicted for herefie, i. 29. 

Brook, Lord, {peaks favourably of the o- 
pinion of the Baprifts, 1. 165. 

Brown, Richard, a perfecuting juftice, 1. 
17 

Brown, Robert, ui. 9. 

Fames, iV. 251. 

Bruno and Berengarius, denied infants 
baptifm, i. P. 42. 

Bucer, Martin, his epinion on the review 
of the common prayer book, 3. 52. 

Bunyan, “obn, imprifoned, 1. 92. 11.63. 

Burge/s, Dr. againft toleration, i. 177. 
condemns feparation as {chifmatical. 
iv. P. 24. 

—— Thomas, \'. 126. 

Burkit, —, his anfwer to Turner's {cripture 
proof for zzfant baptifm, ii. P. 21. 

_ Burnett, Bp. his character of the Englifb 

Baptifis, 1. P. 7, his account of thofe 

who abjured before archbifhop Warbam, 

i. 25, his account of baptifm according 

to Edward 6th liturgy, i. 4.5, his ace 

count of the burning of “oan of Kent, 

1. 47, his account of the burning of 

Geo. Vau. Parre, i. §5, his account of 

the motion to reform the clergy, i. 58, 

his 
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his charrcter of Cromwell, i. 246, his 
obfervation on the convention parlia- 
ment, 1. 257, his account of the origin 
of the Baptijis, i. P. 18, acknowledges 
infants baptifm not reveated in ferip- 
ture, iii, P. 13. his anfwer to Turner's 
{cripture proof for ivfant baptifm, iii. 
P. 21, proves baptifm to be by immer- 
fiom, iii, P. 4o. 

Buttall, w. 252. 


C 


Cabal refolves upon a war with Holland, 
il. 265, in great confufion, ii. 275.. 

Caffin, Matthew, iii. 116, 280, iv. 328. 

Calamy, Dr. againft a toleration, 1. 176, 
his character of Tombes, i. 293, his 
charge againft Mr. Dell, 1. 331, ac- 
count of the ancient Eritons, 1. P. 24, 
acknowledges they differed about bap- 
tifm, ii. P. 29, his account of the plague 
in 1665, 11.209, condemns feparation 
as {chifmatical, iv. P. 25. 

Canne, Fobn, i. 164, iti. .38. 

Carder, William, fentenced as an obttinate 
Heretick, i. 28. 

Carlton, Bp. not againft lay preachers, i. 
261. 

Carpenter, “fobn, iv. 25%. 

Ca/well, William, abufed, i. 102. 

Cave, Dr. proves baptifm to be by zmimer- 
fron, iti. P. 39. 

Chandler, Dr. acknowledges the fcriptures 
a perfect rule of faith and practice, 11. 
P73 

Charity 


Charity School, upon Hovfély-down, iv. 114. 

Charles I. King, i. 144, perfecutes the 
Puritans, i. 147, fummons a parliament, 
i., 149, his death not chargeable on the 
Baptifis, ii. 5, acknowledges the icrip- 
tures a perfect rule of faith and prac- 
ticespiuinel aed: 

Charles 11, King, declares the conven- 
tion a free parliament, ii. 7, publifhes 
a proclamation, 1. 8, and another con- 
cerning religion, ii. 17, puts forth a 
declaration concerning ecclediaftical af+ 
fairs witha commiffion to reform, ii. 84, 
refolves to govern abfolutely, 11. 264, 
forms the cabal, 11. 265, grants indul- 
gence to Diffenters, ii. 267, publifhes 
a declaration for liberty of confcience, 
11, 269, difappoints the commons in 
their bill for eafe of the Diffenters, ii. 
276, f{ummons a new parliament to 
meet at Oxford, 11. 350. and diffolves 
them, 11. 351, perfecutes the noncon- 
formifts all the reft of his days, il. 352, 
his character, ii. 387. 

Chear, Abraham, il\. 11. 

Child, “fobn, his apoftacy, ii. 379: 

Church, the word notorioufly abufed, iv. 
P. 36, what may be underftood by it, 
ivg, P37 

Clapbam, Enoch, his account of the Bap- 
tifts, 1. 88. 

Clayton, “fobn, iv. 251. 

Clarendon, Earl of, his character of the 
long parliament, i. 157, his relation of 
the addrefs from the Independants, Qua- 
kers and Baptifts, i. 250, an end put 
to his power, ii. 214. Clergy 
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Clergy, of Rome, fome of them mechaniaks, 
eee 

Clemens, Anne, a vile perfecutor, rebuked, 
it E50. 

Clergy of the Church of England carefs 
the Diffenters, iii. 205. are more cla- 
mourous about orthodoxy than the Bap- 
tiffs, iii. 288. 

Collet and Collins, ii. 31. 

Coles, Peter, iii. 126. 

Collins, Hercules, iii. 129. 

Collier, Thomas, iii. 51. 

Collins, William, vi. 262. 

Committee of accommodation, i. 185, their 
arguments againft toleration, 1. 186, 
of the united ditfenting minifters re- 
vived, iv. 107, and increafed, iv. 158. 

Commons, houfe of, violently fet upon 
perfecution, 11. 220, addrefs the King 
againft his declaration fur liberty of 
conicience, 11. 272, order a bill tobe 
brought in for eafe of the diffenters, 
ii. 274, are difappointed by the King, 
lie 2.76. 

Common-prayer-book revived, i. 51. 

Complaint of the opprefled againft the 
oppreflors, 11. 145. 

Comprebenfion agreed upon by parliament, 
11.9. 347- 

Conceffions of Pedobaptifis in favour of 
the Baptifis, i. P. 3. 

Conference held at Hampton Court between 
the Bifhops and Puritans, 1 85. 

Confet, William, iv. 251. | 

Continuers of Pools annotation, their an- 


{wer to Walker's {cripture proof tor In- 
i fant 


A 
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fant baptifm, iii. P. 28. 

Controverfy about a proper adminiftrator 
of baptifm, 1. 96, between Matthew 
Caffin and “fofiph Wright, iii. 280. 

Coppe imprifoned, 1. 224. 

Cornwell, Francis, profelited to the Bap- 
tts, iat, SY aie 7 

Convocation, in 1536, their articles con- 
cerning baptifm, i. 34, fits after diffo- 
lution of parliament and pafs 17 Ca- 
nons the sth againft the Bapti/fs, i. 
1 50. 

Connon act, il. 233, put into execu- 
tion, 245. 

Council, their confutation of Baxter bap- 
tized in blood, ii. 284. 

Cowper, Lord keeper, his fpeech to the 
Duke of Malborough in the houfe of 
Lords, iv. 20. 

cox, Benjamin, i. 220, 353. iii. 6. 

—— Nehemiah, iv. 265. 

Crofts, his houfe ranfacked, ii. 28. 

Cromwel, Oliver, diflolves the long parlia- 
ment, i. 243, his character, 1. 245, 
confpired againft, i. 249, his intenti- 
ons towards the Baptifis in the army 
replied to, 111. 231. 

— Richard, proclaimed protector, i. 257. 

Curcelleus, his teftimony againft -tradition 
for Infant baptifm, iti. P, 18, 

Curtis, Stephen, ili, 128. 


D. 
Dagnall, Stephen, condemned to death, 


i, 182. di 727. 
Dangerfield, 
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Dangerfield, tried, iii. 164, 

Dawvers, Henry, iii. 90. 

Davis, “fofeph, iii. 130. 

Daumont, Duke, fent to England, iv. 5 .e 
tranfacts privately in favour of the pre- 
fender, iy..56. | 

Declaration of Lords and Commons in 
favour of the Baptifis, i. 196, con- 
cerning ecclefiaftical affairs, ii. 83, for 
liberty of confcience, ii. 269, of the 
nobility, gentry, and commonalty of 
Nottingham in favour of the prince of 
Orange, iil. 219, of the Lords fpiritual 
and temporal prefented to the prince of 
Orange, iii. 223, of the Baprtifis ref- 
pecting their general affemblies, iii. 
249. 

Delaune, Thomas, fome account of him, 
ii. 366, his letter to Dr. Calamy, ii. 
369, is tried and fentence given againtt 
him, il. 

Dell, William, fome account of him, 1. 
Be Fadil sng: 

Denne, Henry, imprifoned, i. 221, fome 
account of him, i. 297. iii. 2, chal- 
lenges Dr. Featly to difpute, i. 303. 

Denne, “Fobn, itt. 114. 

Dewhurft, Thomas, iv. 160. 

Difputation between the Baptifis and 
Quakers, ii. 231, between the Bapii/is 
and Presbyterians at Portfmouth, iit- 
312, intended between the Baptifis and 
G) yakers prevented, iv. 177. 

Diffenters, aballance between the church 
of England and Roman Catholicks, are 

E 2 carefled 
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carefled by both, iii. 200, join in pro- 
curing the Teft Ad, iv. P .32. 

Diffenting minifters more clamarous on ac- 


count of orthodoxy than Baptzfis, iit. 
9 


- 


Doérincs, of paflive. obedience and non- 
refiftance havea tendency to Atheifm, 
iva VOGz. 

Dod and Cleaver, unite to oppofe the 
principles of the Baptifts, i. 141. 

Draper, Edward, iv. 251. 

Drinkwater, Richard, iii. 137. 

Deveil, Caro Maria, iii. 108. iv. 252. 

Dyke, Daniel, i. 355. iii. 6. 


E. 

Eccles, Fobn, ii. 118. 

Edwards — againft toleration, i. 178. 

Elizabeth, Queen, banifhes all the Bapiifis, 
ie 70: 

fillit, — condemned to death, ii. 182. 

Ellwood, Thomas, his rage againft the Bap- 
tiffs, 11. 308. 

Ely, Thomas, conforms to the church of 
England, iv. 156. 

Engagement of the nobility, gentry and 
commonalty at Exeter to the prince of 
Orange, iii. 218. 

Enthufiafm, unjuftly charged on the Bap- 
tifis, i. 79. 

Errors, called anabaptiftical, as much or 


more held, by the Pedobaptifis, ii. 79. 


F. Farmer 
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Farmer, Richard, iti-118. 

Bere, Juftice, a fevere perfecutor, ii. 
182. 

Faulkland, Lord, an Trifo pecr, a great 
Perfecutor, ii. 262. 

Lord, an Englifh peer, acknow- 
ledges the fcripture a perf:ct rule of 
faith and practice, iii. P. 4. 

Featly, Dr. difputes with the Baptifts, i. 
152, his account of the great increafe 
of them, 1. 160, acknowledges the 
Baptifis confeilon of faith orthodox, 
1. 171, is challenged by Denwe to dif- 
pute, 1.4303% 

Fenwick, Sir “fobn, in the intended aflaffi- 
nation plot, 111. 274, falfely accufes {ome 
Moblemen, 111.5275,¥) issexecuted, iit, 
276. 

Finch, — abufed and impritoned, 11. 30. 

Fifker, Samuel, i. 359. 

Fletcher, —— and his family forced to 
fly for their lives, ii. 29. 

Floyer, Sit “fobu, proves dipping fate and 
ufeful, 1.239, proves dipping uled in 
England 1600 years, ii. P. 51. 

Forty, Hewry, ii. 100. 

Fownues, George, iii. 28. 

Fox, “fohn, his letter to Queen Elizabeth, 
againft burning alive, i. 70, his ac- 
count of the firit plantation of the gof- 
pelin England, ii. P. 6. his terrible in- 
{tance of prieft pride, 11. 297. 

Frewen, Paul, iit. 11. 

Es Froud, 
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Froud, Thomas, iii. 31. Ti. 

Fuller, Dr. bis account of the beginning 
of the Baptifts confuted, 1. 39, his mi- 
ftake refpecting a congregation he ftiles 
Anabaptifis, i. 162, hisaccount of the 
firft plantation of the gofpel in Exgland, 
soe oe 

—, Mr. ator ces infant baptifm not 
revealed: in feripture,-iti. P:.14,° yet 
attempts to juftity it, ii. P. 15. 

Fund fettled for the fupport of the Bap- 
tift miniftry, iv. 199, limited to Bap- 
tiffs of the particular perfuafion, iv. 
200, another fettled upon a more ca- 
tholick foundation, without any fuch 
limitation, iv. 201, 


G. 
Gale, Dr. Fobn, iv. 366. 


Gamman, — iii. 119. 

Garret, Thomas, iii. 143. 

Gaunt, Elizabeth, burnt alive, iii. 155, her 
fpeech, iii. 187, her character, tii. 192. 

George I, King, lands at Greenwich, iv. 87, 
difmiffes the Duke of Ormond, iv. 91. 

Gerhard, Yohn, a Lutheran divine, his ac- 


eeu of the origin of the Baptifts, i. 
210: 


Mee ce 
German {edition charged upon Luther, 
ii. 76, hiftorians account doubtful, ii: 


O. 
Gifford, Andrew, iii. 148. 
—— Emanuel iii. 152. 
Gilby, “Fobn, iii. 128, 
Gillit, Humphry, iit. 124. 
Glafs, 


Ny DE 
Gla/s, Thomas, iv. 2.51 
Godfathers for adult perfoas as well as 
ae ufed in the year 640. ii. P. 


38. 
Godolphin, Earl of, removed by Queen 
Anne, iv. 39, his charaéter, iv. 48. 

Gofnold, “fobn, iti. 61. 

Grantham, Thomas, and others taken into 
cuftody, ii. 149 iii. 75, flandered, iii. 
261, his apology for baptized believers, 
vg 6, 

Gree, Fohn, iii. 82. 

Greg, Henry, iv. 251. 

Green “obn, iii. 82. 

Grevil, Agnes, condemn’d for herefy, i. 


20. 

Gripith, Dr. “fobn, his complaint of the 
opprefled againft opprefiors, ii. 145, 
his cafe ii. 361, fome account of him 
ili. 120. 

Grofvenor, Dr. Benjamin, fick a Baptift, iv. 
203. 

Grunden, Joby, ii. 128. 


H. 


Haggar, Henry, iii. 38. bia 

Hale, Sir Matthew, his opinion on.the 
great work of redemption, |. 174. 

Mr. an apoftate, 11. 386. 

Hamilton, Duke of, appointed by Queen 
Anne ambaflador to France, iv. 59, 
killed in a duel, iv. 60. ' 

Hammond, Dr. his opinion of BDithop 
Taylor's {cheme in favour of the Bap- 
tits, i. 168, his anfwer to Turner's 

E 4 {cripture 
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fcripture proof for infant baptifm, Ut. 
P. 25, and alfo toalker’s, iu. P. 27. 

Hammon, George, iii. 103. 

Hardcaftle, Thoutas, ii. 27. 

Harding, “fobn, iti. 10. 

Harley and Bolingbroke, at variance, 1v; 
70, is removed by the Queen, tv. 74. 

Harvifs, Dr. acknowledges the feripture 
a perfect rule of faith and practice, ill. 
P. 6. | 

Harrifon, Rovert, condemned for heree, 
1a: 

——~, Thomas, his Character of Mr. Kuolliz, 
1. 340. 

—— Major General, ii. 9. 

—~— Thomas, ordained, iv. 155. 

=~ KEdWarGy ive Der. 

Head, Fofbua, iii. 11. iT 

Headach, Mr. arraigned for his lite, ii. 
aa 

Felme, Mr. his houfe rarfack’d, ii. 28. 

Helwiffe, Themas, i. 269. 

Henry IV, King, grants a law for burn- 
ing of Hereticks, i. 20. 

Hewit, Dr. executed for a confpiracy 
agamft Cromwell, 1. 249. 

Hicks, Thomas, writes again{t the Quakers, 
li. "2.94. 

Hill, Thomas, condemn’d to death, ii. 182, 

Hind, “ames, iii. 126 

Hinton, — a great informer, iii. 111. 

Hobbs, Richard. tii. 104. 

Liobfon, Paul, taken into cuftody, i. 226. 
ili. 26. 

igi Thomas, fome account of him, iv. 
206. 


——, Thomas, 
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—— Thomas, Efq; his generous gift to the 
poor of the Baptift Churches, iv. 155, 
he with Mr. “fobn Taylor join in a gene- 
rous prefent of books to the Bapti/t 
churches in Penfilvania, iv. 161, fome 
account of him, iy. 210. 

— “fobn, Efg; fome account of him, 
io Bh 

ae Samuel, denied chriftian burial, i. 
164. 

Howard, Eq; a perfecutor, but after- 
wards reformed, ii. 263. 

Hubbard, Mr. i. 163. 

Hughes, Dr. acknowledges the feriptures 
gang rule of faith and practice, ili. 


“7s 
Hull, Thomas, imprifoned, ii. 163. 
Hutchinfiu, Edward, his account of the 
methods taken by the Luglifh Bapti/ts, 
refpecting a proper adminiftrator, at 
the revival of zmmerfion, i. 100. 


oa 


“ackman, Mary, condemned to death, ii. 
182. 

acob, Henry, i. 148. 

“ames 1, King, i. 80, removes the Puri- 
tans, i. 86, acknowledges the fcriptures 
a perfect rule of faith and practice, iL 
Passe 

, fohv, taken from his meeting, 

ii. 165, executed at Tyburn, il. 171. 

, Ralph, a heavy judgment de- 

nounced ‘on him by a Quaker, il. 310. 


fanes 
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Yames II, King, his firlt fpeech, iii. 163. 
publithes a declaration for liberty of 
confcience, iii. 197, carefles the Diffen- 
fers, ili, 201, ereéts a new ecclefiattical 
commiffion, and augments his ftanding’ 
forces, iii. 204, retires to France, it. 
Oi 

“Feas, “fobn, iti. 128. 

“Fefferies, Judge, his behaviour at the 
trial of Baxter, iii. 165, his cruelty in 
the Weft, iii. 183. 

Feffery, William, iti. 97. 

Fenuings, Thomas, iil. 3.5- 

» fonathan, iit. 11 5- 

“Felfey, Henry, fome account of him, i. 
307, iii. 2, declares for immerfion in 
baptifm, i. 310, attempts a more cor- 
rect tranflation of the Bible, i. 313, his 
charity to the diftrefled ews at Feru- 
Salem, i. 316, dies in prifon, i. 320, ‘his 
character, i. 321. 

Immerfion, in baptifm, charged by Baxter 
as ee? i. P. 33, and adultery, iii. 
PS20: 

Independants, a church of them gathered 
in 1616, 1.148, another in 1621, i. 
163, their requeft to the committee of 
accommodation denied, i. 186, their 
conceflions argued againft, id. 


Indulgence granted to Diffenters, ii. 267. 


Infants baptifin, the advocates thereof a- 
gainft Bifhop Taylor, i. 169, fome of 
the reformers againft it, i. P. 20, not 
revealed in fcripture, iii. P. 13, not the 
proper fubjects of it, iv. 412. 

John the Baptift, the firft baptizer, ii. P.1. 

Fones, 
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ones, “fenkin, imprifoned, ii. 26, 
toes, “Feremiah, difputes with the Quakers, 
He BO8.Miy, 2A7- 


K 


Kaye, William, iv 251. 

Keach, Benjamin, his life attempted, ii. 
185, his trial, ii. 187, his fentence, ii. 
202, his behaviour in the pillory, ii. 
204, account of him, iii. 143, iv. 268. 

yuliléass. ivi, 300. 

Keate, Robert, iv. 251. 

Keith, “fobn, iv. 251. 

Kiffin, William, 'is account of the me- 
thods taken by the Bapti/ts refpecting 
a proper adminiftrator at the revival of 
immerfion, % L101, and others, leave the 
Independants and join Mr. Spilsbury, i. 
149, profecuted on the ordinance for 
punifhing blafphemies and herefies, 1. 
206, procures the pardon of twelve 
Baptifis, condemned to death, ii. 184, 
fome account of him, iit. 3. 

King, Manaffeth, iti. 115. 

—, Daniel, iv. 251. 

Kingman, “fobn, iit. 126. 

Knollis, Hanferd, character of him bs 
Cotton Mather, i. 120, returns to Eng- 
land, i. 155, 1s imprifoned, i. 226, ii. 
91, is by the Presbyterians forbid to 
preach, i. 230, baptizes Mr. “feffey, i. 
311, fome account of him, 1. 334, 111 
2, his character, 1. 340. 


— 


Lamb, 
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amb, Mr. taken into cuftody, i. 225. 

, Thomas, iit. 54. 

~~, Ifaac, lit. 101. 

Lathorp, Yobu, i, 148. 

Latimer, Hugh, Bifhop, his account of the 
Baptifts, i. 62. 

Laurence, Ela; his defence of Mr. Spils- 
bury’s opinion refpecting a proper ad- 
niiniftrator of baptifm by szmerfon, 1. 
105. 

Laying on of hands, controverted among 
the Baptifis, it. 277. 

Legate, Bartholomew, burnt in Sinithfield, 
1. 107. 

Lodge, Thomas, a perfecutor, rebuked, ii. 
261. 

London, city of, againft a toleration, 1. 
184, minifters, againft a toleration, 1. 
187, fire of, 11.213, Bifhop of, fuf- 
pended, iti. 204, his, with the clergy 
and diflenting minifters addrefs to the 
Prince of Oraige, iii, 216, lieutenancy 
of, their addrets to ditto, ili. 225, re- 
corder ot, his fpeech to ditto, iii. 227, 
city of, their addrefs to ditto, iii. 229. 

Mr, iv. 251.° 


— 


Lords, houfe of, their character of Mr. 


Tombes, i293, addrefs the Queen a- 
gainit the Pretender, iv. 67. 
Love, Mr. oppofes Mr. Deli’s fermon be- 
fore the houfe of commons, i. 330. 
Loveday, Samuel, iv. 250. 


Lowrey, 
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Lowrey, Thomas, a Presbyterian minifter, 
becomes a Busptiff, iv. 123. 

Lucius, King, with many of his fubjects 
baptized, 1. P..13. 

Luther, Martin, his opinion concerning 
dipping in baptifm, i. P. 23, the German 
fedition charged upon him, ii. 76. 


M 


Magifirates, their oppreffion the caufe of 
the rebellion in Germany, ii. 72, -0f 
Dover very fevere againft the Baptifts, 
li. 1.54. 

Maifters, Fofeph, iti. 159, iv. 342. 

Marlborough, Duke of, is difmiffed from 
all his employments, iv. 42, vindi- 
cates himfelf againft the charge of 
the houfe of commons, iv. 43, by per- 
miffion leaves the kingdom, and is re- 
ceived with the greateft honour where- 
ever he went, iv. 49, returns to Eng- 
land, iv. 84, makes a publick entry, iv. 


\ 

Marfoall, “ohn, acknowledges the Bap- 
tifls, confeffion of faith orthodox, i. 
172, his account of the origin of the 
Baptifts, i. P. 19. 

Martin, Capt. and Mountfort’s contutation 
of Baxter baptized in bloud, ii, 283. 

Mather, Cotton, his account of the Bap-. 
tifts in New England, i. 112. 

Maulden, “fobn, iit. 138. 

Meal-tub-plot, ii. 346. . 

Meeting-boufe, of the Baptifis in Brick- 
lane, difturbed and many imprifoned, 

it. 


“I 
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Bulftake-alley, ii. 165, in Shake/pear’s- 
walks, ii. 172. in Beach-lane, 11. 175, 
in Petty-France, ii. 176, houfes demo- 
Life hays F2Gh408 
Mefbovius, Arnoldus, his account of the 
origin of the Baptifts, i. P. 20. 
Mefnager, Monf: treats with Queen Ann's 
new miniftry privately on the fubject 
of peace, iv. 54, his account of the 
motion to be made to the Queen, to 
refign her crown to the Pretender, iv. 


rE 

Mildieton Humphrey, burnt, i. 62. 

Miles, “fobn, iit. 31. 

Miller, “Jobn, iii. 121. 

Minifters of London againft toleration, 
i, 187, of Lancajbire, ditto, i. 190, of 
Warwickfbire, ditto, i. 190, their fo- 
lemn charge and office recommended 
to them, 111. 308. 

sid Thomas, condemned to death, ii. 
182, 

Monmouth, Duke of, a rifing in his fa- 
vour, ili. 182. 

Moore, Stephen, i. 165. 

Morecock, Edward, iit. 109. 

Morgan, Abel, his account of the Baptift 
churches in Pen/ilvania, 1. 122. 

Morley, Benjamin, iii. 128. 

Morris, Francis, iii. 140. 

One Yobn, fome account of him, 1. 
9 


Moreton, Sir William, a great perfecutor, 
rebuked, ii. 262. 


Moreton, 


TEIN EIN 
Moreton, Bifhop, {peaks favourably of the 
Baptifis, ii. P. 54. 
Moulin, Lewis du, his character of the 
long parliament, i: 158. 
Munfier rebellion began by a Pedobaptift 
minifter, 1. P. 25, unquftly caft on the 


Baptifts, ii. 66. 
hs 


Neal, his account of the Englifh Baptifs 
‘replied to, 1, P. 4, his character of 
Queen Elizabeth, 1. 79, his account of 
archbifhop Abbot, i. 123, his charaéter 
of King “fames, i. 143, his account of 
the fire of London, 11. 213, bis account 
of the bill in commons againft diffen- 
ters, ii. 221, acknowledges the fcrip- 
tures a perfect rule of faith and practice, 
iii. P. &. 

Needham, Mark, fpeaks favourably of the 
Baptifts, i. P. 53: 

Nelfon, his character of Mr. Tombes, i. 292. 

New Fugland, Antipedobaptifm as ancient 
as Chriftianity there, i. 111, the Baprifts 
perfecuted there, i.114, Roger Willams 
banifhed, 1.117, the controverfly of iz- 
fants baptifi revived there, and an af- 
fembly of minifters called thereupon, 
i. 119, Mr. Yombes’s Letter to them, i. 
121. 

Nicholas, Fobn St. iit. 33. 

Noble, “Fobn, iv. 375: 

Nutt, Sir Thomas, a violent perfecutor, ii. 
247, 


Oates, 


So 
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Oates, Samuel, tried for his life and ac- 
quitted, i. 238, is thrown into a river 
by the rabble, 1.241, it. 59. 

—— Titus, fome account of him, iii. 
166, is excluded from the Laptifts, iii. 
182. 

Obaldifton, Sir Littleton, a perfecutor, but 
atterwards reformed, ii. 262. 

Ordinance of parliament againft unor- 
dained minifters, i. 192, explained and 
amended by another, i. 194, for punifh- 
ing blafphemies and herefies, i. 197. 

Seige of the opinion of the Baptifts, 1. 

Sr ac 

Oey. Duke of, made general in the 
room of Marlborough, iv. 47, 1s dif- 
miffed by King George, iv. 90, an in- 
tended honour deiigned him by Queen 
Amrs new miniftry, iv. 91, he refufes 
if, iv. O4. 

Orthodoxy, more contentions thereupon 
among the Pedobaptifis than Bapis/ts, 
iii. 288. 

Owen, “Jonathan, an independent minifter 
becomes a Daptiff, iv. 150, is much 
reflected on by the Pedobaptifts, iv. 
152, removes to Briffol, iv. 168. 

Ox/ord, a lying ftory forged there againft 
the Baptifts confuted, iv. 138. 


P 
Pedobaptifis, as much or more fifth mo- 
narchifts than Baptifts, ii. 70, as much 
or 
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or more hold errors call’d Anabaptifti= 
cal, il. 79. 

Palmer, Mr, his houfe ranfack’d, ii. 28. 

Pare, George Van, burnt, i. 55. 

Pardoe, William, iii. 114. 

Parker, Dr, his confutation of Baxter 
baptized in blood, ii. 285, 1s fufpected 
to be the author of that fcandalous 
libel, ii. 291. 

Parliament, Lovg, their character, i. 157, 
their ordinance againft unordained 
preachers, i. 192, explained and a- 
mended by another, i. 194, diffolved, 
1. 243, convention, Burnet’s obferva- 
tion thereon, i. 257, fummoned to meet 
at Oxford, ii. 3.50, both houfes of, vote 
the Prince and Princefs of Orange King 
and Queen of Great Britain, iil. 212. 

Patient, Thomas, iii. 42. 

Paxford, Thomas, iii. 36. 

‘Peace with France privately treated upon, 
iV. 54. | 

Peachel, Dr, vice chancellor of Cambridge 
fufpended, iii. 204. 

Peirce, Mr, his account and remarks on 
the burning of Yoax Bocher, and George 
Van Pare, i. 59, his anfwer to Nichols, 
ili. 182. 

Pendarvis, “fobn, iv. 251. 

Pen, Walker, iii. 126. 

Pennyftone, Sic Thomas, a great perfecu- 
tor, rebuked, ii. 262. 
Penfylvania, an account of the Baptift 

churches there, 1. 122. 


Petition, of the Ee to the King, ti. 
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19, from Dover to the King, il. 155, to 
the duke of York, 1. 159. ne 
Pilkington, Fobn, a Roman Catholick, joins 

the Baptifts, iil. 353, his recantation, iil. 


355- sf: 
Piggot, Fobn, his charge to Pilkington, U1. 
354, fome account of him, iv. 315. 

Plague, in 1665, ii. 209. 

Plant, Thomas, iil, 113. 

Popery, the worft parts of it revived in 
England, iv. 66. 

Port/mouth, difputation, iii. 314. 

Powel, Vavajfor, 1. 217, 373, imprifoned, 
120 (OE, 2278 iit ib, 

Prieft-pride, a fad inftance thereof, iil. 297. 

Presbyterians, againft liberty of confci- 
ence, and a toleration, i. 176, oppofed 
by Mr. Dell, i. 324, not pleafed with 
King Charles W’s declaration of liberty 
of confcience, ii. 271, when uppermoft, 
condemn feparation as {chifmatical, iv. P. 
24. 

Primitive Chriftians were baptifis, Ww. P. 
4, Churches, their conduét, iv. 415. 
practice, iv. 412, and difcipline, iv. 417, 

Prince of Orange, lands in Torbay, ill. 210, 
is, with the Princefs; voted by both 
houfes of parliament, King and Queen 
of England, iii, 212, is addreffed by the 
bifhop of London, &ec. iii, 216. 

Proclamation againtt meetings, ii. 35. 

Pryan, Mr, againft a toleration, 1, 178. 

Puritans, petition King Fames for a tolera- 
tion, i. 84. are enjoin’d to conform to 
the «church, i, 86, fettle in Virginia, i. 


$7. 
Quakers, 
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Quakers, difpute with the Baptifts, i’. 231. 
appeal again{t Thomas Hicks, ii. Bos) ex- 
hibit a new complaint, ii. 308, brand 
the Baptifts with infamy, and denounce 
judgment againft them, ii. 310, difpute 
with the Bapti/ts, iv. 180, a fecond dif- 
pute intended, but by the advice of 
friends laid afide, iv. 183. 


R 


Radley, Mr, a great enemy to the Baptijts, 
lil. 79. 

Rapin, his chara€ter of Cromwell, 1. 248, 
his account of King Fames I, i. 80, his 
remarks on the proclamation again{t Pu- 
vitans and Papifts, i.87, his account of 
the firft plantation of the gofpel in Hag- 
land, ii. P. 9, his account of Baxter’s 
trial, ili. 165, his account of Titus Oates, 
ili, 166, 

Reafons why the Baptifts cannot conform to 
the ceremonies of the church of England, 
iv. £79. 

Rebellion againft King George, iv. 125. 

Rebukes on perfecutors, 11. 30. 

Reeve, Fobn, ii. 99. 

~ » William, iv. 249. 

Regicides tried, and tome executed, u. 8. 

Remarks on Dr Some’s account of the Lu- 
glifo Baptifis, i. 78. 

Richards, William, iii. 126, 

Rider, William, iv. 251, 

1 P3 Ridgway, 
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Ridgway, Thomas, ordained, iv. 156. 

Roberts, Dr, of phyfick, i. 147. 

Robinfon, Fobn, a violent perfecutor, il, 
163, fends many to prifon, 11.164, 172, 
perfecutes Fohn Fames to death, ii. 169. 

Roe, Sir Thomas, a great perfecutor, re- 
buked, ii. 262. 

Rogers Fohn, pleads for burning alive, as 
no cruel death, i. 60. 

—, Daniel, unconvinced of Infants 
baptifm, 1. 167. 

———, Fohn, fpeaks favourably of the 
Englifo Baptifts, ii. P. 52. 

Roffwell, Thomas, iv. 251. 

Rudyard, Sir Benjamin, his {peech, i. 147. 

Ruffell, Ds William, iv. 259. 
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Sanger, Fobn, iil. 127. 

Savil, Lawrence, his confutation of Baxter 
baptized in blood, i. 285. 

Saunders, George, ill, 137. 

Sawtree, William, burnt, i. 21. 

Saxons conquer England, ii. P. 14, 

Schifm, what is not, iv. P. 20, what is, iv. 
Boek 

School-divinity, the greateft plague to chrif- 
tianity, i. 263, 

Scripture, a_ perfect rule of faith and prac- 
tice, it. P. 3, proof for Infant baptifm, 
Ii Ps 205.202 

Separation of the church of England from 
the church of Rome, their grounds, iv. 
P. 21, is condemned as fchilmatical by 
the Presbyterians, iv. P. 24. 

Shalder, 
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Shalder, Robert, taken out of his grave, ii. 


239. 

Sharp, Dr, proves baptifm to be by im- 
merfion, il1, P. 39. 

Sharp, Mr, iv, 252. 

Shrewsbury, duke of, fent embaffador to 
France, iv.61, is made lord treafurer in 
the room of Harley, iv. 79. 

Sicklemore, James, iv. 245. 

Sims, Fobn, feized, his letters taken and 
publifh’d, i. 232. 

Skinner, Fobn, iil. 32. 

Slater, Fofepb, i. 128, 

Slingsby, Sir Henry, executed for a confpi- 
racy againft Cromwell, 1. 249. 

Smith, Fobn, paftor of the baptized church 
of exiles in Holland, i. 91, is charged 
with baptizing himfelf, i. 92, the charge 
confidered, 1. 98, fome account of him, 
192.05,. 

———., Johny ill. 35. 

, William, iii. 128, 141, 

» Nicholas, iv. 251. 

Some, Dr, his account of the Englifh Bap- 
tifts, 1.76. 

Spencer, Mr, iv. 251. 

Spilsbury, Fobn, his opinion about a pro- 
per adminiftrator of baptifm by immerfion, 
1, 103. 

Spira, aries an apoftate, 11. 385. 

Stacy, Mr, executed for a. confpiracy a- 

ainft Cromwell, 1. 250. 

Stanger, William, i. 128. 

Stanley, Francis, ii, 127. 

penne, Fob, iV. 251. 

Stanton, Fobn, ii. 128. 


ae Zacha- 


85 


$6 


LN ee 


> Zacharias, iV. 25%. 

Steed, Robert, iii. 10. 

, Richard, iv. 251. 

Stennet, Edward, fome account of him, i. 
368. 


» Fofeph, his {cheme for an intended 
hiftory of baptifm, iv. 18, his paper of 
advice, intended for the city reprefenta- 
tives in parliament, iv. 31, fome account 
of him, iv. 319. 

Stillingfleet, Dr, acknowledges the fcrip- 
tures, a perfect rule of faith and practice, 
life ts: 

Stinton, Benjamin, wv. 348. 

Stokes, Fofeph, publifhes a defence ot In- 
fant baptifm, iv. 114, alfo a compaffio- 
nate plea for Infants, iv. 199, both an- 
fwer’d by Mr Fobn Tasker, iv. 199. 

Stowel, » a great informer, ill. 120. 

Sturgion, Fob, his plea for toleration pre- 
fented to the King, il. 146. 

Sufferings, of the Baptifts, i. 217, of the 
Baptifts in Glocefterfhire, i. 27. 

Suicerus, his teftimony againft tradition for 
Infant baptifm, i, P. 18. 
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Tasker, Fobn, anfwers Mr Stokes’s two 
books on Znfaxt baptifm. iv. 199. 

Taverner, Fames, iii, 112. 

Taylor, Bifkop, very much promoted the 
opinion of the Bopiijts, i, 167, his ob- 
fervation on the Hebrew and Greek {cho- 
lars, 1. 262, acknowledges the fcriptures 
a rule of faith and practice, iii. P. 5. owns 

thar 
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that Infants baptifm is not revealed in 
in fcripture, ili. P. 13, his teftimony a- 
gainft tradition for Jufants baptifm, iii. 
P. 16, his anfwer to Zurner’s fcripture 
proof for Infant baptifm, iii. P. 22, 24, 
his anfwer to Walker’s fcripture proof for 
Infant baptifm, iii, P, 28. 

Tertullian, oppofed Infants baptifm, i. P. 46. 

Teft afi, how procured, iv. P. 32, turned 
again{t the Diffenters, yet no difadvantage 
cOgnemscivek +33. 

Thorp, a fevere goaler at Oxford, iii. 125. 

Tichborne, Sir RobeFt,; fome account of 
him, ii, 11. 

Tidmarfh, Mr, iii, 126. 

Tillotfon, Dr,fproves baptifm to be by im- 
merfion, i. P. 38. 

Thomas, Timotby, iv. 251. 

Toleration, petition’d tor by the Puritans, t. 
84, a plea for it prefented to the King, 
li. 146, invaded, iv. 66. 

Tombes, ‘Fohn, his defence of Mr Spilbury’s 
opinion refpecting a proper adminiftrator 
of baptifm by immerfion, i. 104, his letter 
to the minifters of New England, 1, 121. 
fome account of him, i, 278, lii. 2, his 
character, 1. 292. 

Tomkins, Fobu, iv. 251. 

TIowerfon, Dr, proves baptifm to be by im- 
merfion, ii. P. 36. 

Tradition, Infants baptifm attempted to be 
juttified thereby, ii. P. 16. 

Tredwell, Fobn, ii. 127. 

Turner, Anne, condemned to death, il. 182. 

, Jobu, his f{cripture proofs for Jn- 

fant baptifm, iil. P. 20, 23 


Venter, 


87 


88 


INS DEOL, 


U 


Venner, his rebellion, 11. 34, acknowledges 
he had no Baptifts with him, 11. 65. 

Vernon, Fobn, wv. 2.51. 

Unlearned men, in what fenfe they are fo, i. 
261. 


Ww 


Walker, Edward, indited for herefy, 1. 29. 
, Mr, attempts to juftify Infant 
baptifm, iii. P. 15. 

, Fowler, his {criptute proof for {n- 

fant baptifm, iii. P. 26. 

, William, {peaks favow.bly of the 
Baptifts, ili. P. 51. 

Wall, Dr, his character of the Exgli/h Bap- 
tifts, i. P. 6, acknowledges Infants bap- 
tifm not revealed in {cripture, iii, P. 14, 
proves baptifm to be by immerfion, ii. P. 
42, his account of the increafe of the Bap- 
tiffs, 1. 161. 


Wallin, Edward, iv. 390. 


Walfingham, Sir Francis, his letter, giving 
an account of Queen Elizabeth’s feverities, 
1,705. 

Watts, Dr, acknowledges the fcriptures a 
perfect rule of faith and practice, iii. P. 
10, 


» Jobn, iii. 78. 

Warren, Mr, perfecuted to death, ii. 29. 

Welch, William, condemned to death, ii. 
152, 

Welwoed, Dr, his character of the long par- 

liament, 
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liament, 1. 158, his character of Crom- 
well, 1. 245, his charaéter of King 
Charles Il, ii. 387. 

Wentworth, Mr. iv. 247. 

Werg, Robert, a perfecutor, rebuked, ii. 261. 

Whigs, who firft gave them that name, iv. 

SEE 

Whitby, Dr. his anfwer to Turner’s {crip- 
ture proof for Infant baptifm, iii. P. 20, 
25, his anfwer to Walker’s {cripture proof 
for Infant baptifm, ili. P. 26, proves bap- 
tifm to be by smmerfion, iii. P. 40, 41. 

Whifton, William, is infulted by Dr. Sache- 
verel in his parifh church, iii. 288, his 
letter to Dr. Humphrys thereupon, ib. 

Whitchurch, William, condemned to death, 
il. 182; 

Whiteman, Edward, burnt at Litchfield, i. 
108, 

Whitgift, flatters King Fames I. i. 85. 

Wickliffe, Fobn, the firft oppofer of note of 
the corruptions of the church of Rome, i. 
2, his-opinions, 1. 7, if not himfelf, ma- 
ny of his followers were Bapiifls, i. 11, 
called Lollards, i.17, and were terrified 
at the law for burning Hereticks, i, 22. 

Wilcox, Thomas, iii, 101. 

Willet, Fobn, his confeffion of his flander 
againit Mr. Grantham, ii, 263. 

Wilmot, Fames, iit. 124. 

Williams, Mr. iii. 10. 

Williams, Roger, banifhed from New Eng- 
land, i. 117. 

William Ul, King, of glorious memory, 
crowned, iii. 243, is intended to be af- 
faffinated, iil. 273. 

fale Wills, 
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Wills, Obed, his character of Mr. Fefey, 1. 
321, his obfervation of the appeal againtt 
Thomas Hicks, it. 308, fpeaks favourably 
of the Baptifts, ii. P. 52. 

Wife, Laurence, i, 32. 

Wood, Mr. his charaéter of Mr. Tombes, 1. 
RO2: 

Woodward, William i. 34. 

Wright, Robert, conforms to the eftablifh’d 
church, ii. 241, is protetted againft-and 
challenged by the Baptyfs. li. 242. 

, Dr. acknowledges the fempture a 

perfect rule of faith and practice, ill. 

P. 6- 

» Fofeph, iii. vib, the controverfy 
between hirn and Matthew Cajin, iii, 
280. 

Wyke, Andrew, fent to prifon, i. 235. 


BianleiiNots tne: 


HEREAS fome Demands has been made 

for Mr. Keach’s Primmer. That which he 
publifhed, and for which he fuffered, could not by 
himfelf be obeained, tho’ he fought greatly after it. 
He afterwards wrote another, as near the fame as he 
could makeit. 1 have one of them by me printed for 
himielf, intituled, be Childs Infirudor, leading to 
true fpelling and reading Engi, with ufeful Counfel, 
and weighty Arguments, perfuading them to remem- 
ber their Creator in the Days of their Youth. Alfo 
a Confiilion of Faith, and Catechifm for young People. 
‘The which I defign to publifh entire, with fome fmall 
Addition prefixed, to render the fame more proper to 
jead Children to the true fpelling and reading Engi ; 
which in this, as well as in other Primmers, iteems 
to me to be introduced with too lictke for that Purpofe, 
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